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team of volunteers to all households in Pett & Pett Level. All editions of the magazine are 
available for download from pettnet.org.uk  
 
EMAIL US AT magazine@pettnet.org.uk  

  
DEADLINES:     
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handwritten please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be 
accompanied by your name, address, and phone number. Where pictures are used it is the 
responsibility of the author to ensure that permissions have been granted. When submitting 
letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, either directly or 
by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole 
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received.  
 
PUBLISHERS: Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish. Every reasonable effort has 
been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the 
publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless 
otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual 
letters, articles, announcements, and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views 
of the publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or 
recommend any advertiser here within this publication.  
 

Pett & Pett Level News is printed by Impression IT, St Leonards, 01424 852116 
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Equity Release
When could it 

be right for you?

07733 307992

Based in Pett Level you 
can call or email me for 

free advice

david@laterlife-money.co.uk



 5 

Editorial 
 
We are absolutely delighted to be editing the Pett & Pett Level News. Over recent weeks so 
many of you have commented on how important the magazine is to you, and to the local 
community.  
  
We are both very much aware that this is a community publication and we would like to see as 
many of you involved as possible. If there’s anything you’d particularly like to see included 
please let us know – we are very open to ideas and suggestions. And if you have a local interest 
story to tell, we’d like to hear it. Don’t worry if you’re not confident enough to write it up 
yourself, we are happy to work with you to make sure your story can be told.    
  
Farming has always played an important role within Pett and Pett Level. It’s something we’re 
keen to reflect on within the magazine, particularly looking at the challenges farmers face both 
economically and environmentally and the ways in which they have had to diversify to survive. 
We’re kicking off a series of features this month focussing on local farming with Tim Jury from 
Pickham Farm. In this issue he discusses the effects of intensive farming since the 1950s and 
he’ll be taking us through his regenerative farming methods in future publications. Please do 
read it, it’s fascinating! Also in this issue, we talk to local Pett resident, Carolynn Butler about 
chicken rehoming, and her volunteer work with Chicken Rescue UK.  
  
Of course we also reflect on the sad death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Regardless of any 
personal opinions about the royal family, Queen Elizabeth II was a remarkable woman. She 
carried out her role with dignity, patience and kindness and was a loving wife and mother. 
There are many moving tributes contained throughout these pages, plus a statement from the 
Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex, Mr Andrew Blackman, and the Proclamation of King Charles III 
read by Cllr David Penfold at the village War Memorial on Sunday 11th September 2022.    
  
Before we wrap up we’d just like to say a big thank you to Mike and Lesley Wilkins for all their 
work on the magazine and also for working with us to ensure a smooth transition. We’d also like 
to extend a warm welcome to Stella Dunn, who has kindly volunteered to deal with the 
advertising. Finally, a big thank you to all our contributors, and to Sarah Adams and the 
distribution team who have all volunteered to continue to support us as we move forward. On 
that note, we’ll let you enjoy the October issue. We’d be delighted to hear your thoughts so 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us at magazine@pettnet.org.uk  

Donna and Louisa 

Letters to the Editors 
 
What a superb picture on the magazine front cover September issue, by Yolanda Wiggins. Let’s 
see some more of Yolanda’s photography. 

  Tony Howard 
 
Lots and lots of thanks! 
I want to make a start on thanking all who made the Flower Festival possible.  At the top of the 
list must be the very impressive Flower Arrangers, followed by the very generous Sponsors.  
Then we have the donors of raffle prizes and tombola prizes and all who put up posters and 
manned the stalls.  It’s not only the representatives of the church in Pett who are grateful but 
also all who visited and enjoyed the festival.  It really did provide a very pleasant interlude in 
these rather gloomy times! 
 

Angela Hawksley, Pett Parochial Church Council 
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Tara Begbie
MCFHP
MAFHP
Registered Member 
of the British 
Association of Foot 
Health Professionals

Tel: 07984 451005

Home Visits
For preventative and 

routine footcare including 
ingrowing toenails, 

verrucae, callus & corns

All aspects of tree work undertaken,
Including:

Emergency & Storm damage
Precision dismantling
Hedge maintenance

Stump removal
Dead-wooding

Pollarding
Reductions
Tree Felling

Also: Fencing and Landscaping
Email: hello@1066treecare.co.uk
Web: www.1066treecare.co.uk
Mobile: 07432 106220
Office: 01424 212650



 7 

Her Majesty The Queen  
  

21 April 1926 – 8 September 2022 
Reign: 6 February 1952 – 8 September 2022 

 
It is with great sadness that we mourn the death of Her Majesty The Queen who has 
given her whole life in service to our nation, and has touched the hearts of so many, 
here in East Sussex and across the world.  
  
Her commitment to duty and unwavering faith are unparalleled and I reflect on the 
delight and encouragement felt by so many on Her Majesty’s regular visits to our 
County.  
 
HM Lord-Lieutenant of East Sussex, Mr Andrew Blackman. 
 
 

Proclamation Ceremony        
Pett Village War Memorial 

 

A PROCLAMATION 

Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to call to His 
Mercy our late Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth the 
Second of Blessed and Glorious Memory, by whose 
Decease the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland is solely and rightfully 
come to The Prince Charles Philip Arthur George: We, 
therefore, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of this Realm and Members of the House of 
Commons, together with other members of Her late Majesty’s Privy Council and representatives 
of the Realms and Territories, Aldermen and Citizens of London, and others, do now hereby 
with one voice and Consent of Tongue and Heart publish and proclaim that The Prince Charles 
Philip Arthur George is now, by the Death of our late Sovereign of Happy Memory, become our 
only lawful and rightful Liege Lord Charles the Third, by the Grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of His other Realms and Territories, King, 
Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith, to whom we do acknowledge all Faith and 
Obedience with humble Affection; beseeching God by whom Kings and Queens do reign to bless 
His Majesty with long and happy Years to reign over us.  
Given at St. James’s Palace this tenth day of September in the year of Our Lord two thousand 
and twenty-two.  

GOD SAVE THE KING  
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Reflections from the Rectory  
  
I write this in the middle of September, a few days after the death of her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II was announced. It is not possible or appropriate to write a reflection such as this 
without thinking of her extraordinary long reign and dedicated service to these islands and the 
Commonwealth.  
  
As I have noted in church, the past few days have been ones of very mixed emotions. Although I 
believe most were aware of the situation, the confirmation of her death seemed very shocking. 
My immediate reaction was to open the church here in Winchelsea, to light candles and to 
remain there in prayer for some time. It was a quiet evening, and I left the doors wide open 
with the altar candles burning until around 10 pm. I have no idea how many people passed by or 
entered but a silent witness seemed important.  
  
Since then we have witnessed the extraordinary machinery of a constitutional monarchy 
seamlessly proclaiming Charles III as the new King. I write this on the day Her Majesty’s coffin 
will move from Edinburgh to London, in wonder at the huge numbers of people who wish to pay 
their respects.  
  
In the media there have been numerous comments and pieces regarding this passing as the end 
of an era. In the context of the immensely long reign of the Queen and the way in which she 
encapsulates the spirit of a wartime generation, that is certainly true. But for me it is also a 
time of hope and looking forward. King Charles III has shown great fortitude and energy in 
signalling the importance of the whole of the United Kingdom and of ordinary people to him. He 
has promised to try and follow the legacy of his mother. Part of that legacy is as Defender of 
the Faith and Supreme Governor of the Anglican Church.  
  
On many occasions her Majesty referred to her faith and to the understanding that she is simply 
a traveller passing through the changing scenes of life. She carried out her duties and her 
calling to the best of her ability and although her reign was exceptionally long, it was simply 
the span given to her by the God in which she had supreme faith. So often her messages to the 
nation came at times of national difficulty; they were messages of hope. Her Christian faith and 
dedication gave her great strength and hope.  
  
Although she was born in many respects to life of privilege, her dedication and service was 
something that required huge faith and sacrifice. Above all she felt the most important element 
of her life and reign was service to God. As it happened the last words of an epistle on Sunday 
remind us of this. “To the King of Ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory 
forever and ever. Amen”. She served the nation and the Almighty and for that we give thanks – 
Long live the King.  

 
Rev Jonathan Meyer 
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La Cucina di Angela 

 

Anatra Alla Cacciatora 
 
 
 
The origin of this recipe starts around 1553 in Tuscany, and it has been exported worldwide 
since then thanks to Caterina de Medici, who was travelling to meet her new spouse, Enrico 
D’Orlean. She took with her an entire entourage of chefs, introducing the duck as main dishes 
of the court. Since then, in France, the duck became a very refined dish which underwent a few 
variations through the centuries to become common also to the Italian table, as it is today. The 
word “Cacciatora” means “hunter” in Italian and refers to a meal prepared in a hunter style, 
with onions, herbs, and wine. In my family this dish is usually prepared in cold seasons due to 
the texture and strong taste of the duck and announces the end of summer and the start of 
autumn. This recipe is for two people. 
     
 
Two duck breasts     One carrot 
Two pints of vegetable stock    One celery stalk  
A dollop of butter     A couple of sprigs of rosemary 
Two tablespoons of extra virgin olive oil   3-4 sprigs of thyme 
One shallot      Half a glass of white wine 
One clove of garlic     Salt and pepper for seasoning 
 
   
Method 
In a casserole melt the butter and oil together. Lay the duck breasts and leave them to brown 
on both sides (keeping the skin). Add the vegetables and the herbs all around the duck and 
season with salt and pepper according to your taste. Add the wine as the last ingredient. After 
it evaporates start adding half a glass of vegetable stock, each time covering the casserole with 
a lid and leave to reduce. Continue adding the stock and replace the lid, flipping over the duck 
breast from time to time until the liquid evaporates and the duck gets gently cooked. The 
cooking time should be around 50-60 minutes. Towards the end remove the duck breast and put 
aside. Pour the remaining vegetables and liquid through a sieve until a medium thick juice 
comes out. Serve the duck on a dish, seasoning it with this juice and, if you prefer, with a side 
of mashed potatoes and a glass of white wine.  

 
Buon Appetito 
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Homes for Hens  
  
Did you know that chickens kept commercially for eggs 
are considered past their prime at just 72 weeks of 
age? That’s the age at which egg production slows 
down and farmers look to replace their birds with 
younger chickens to maintain egg production levels.   
 
Someone who is only too well aware of this fact is Pett 
resident Carolynn Butler, a volunteer with Chicken 
Rescue UK. Carolynn began keeping chickens eight years ago, gaining knowledge and experience 
before rescuing ten birds of her own and then branching out to act as a holding and rehoming 
base, uniting chickens and willing rehomers in an area from Bexhill to the Kent/East Sussex 
borders. 
 
Chicken Rescue UK was launched in March 2022. It is a not for profit organisation which relies 
solely on donations and its volunteer workforce. It is currently a CIC (Community Interest 
Company) organisation and plans to work towards charity status in the future. In the six months 
since its launch the organisation has rehomed around 7500 hens and 650 ducks across all of its 
collection points.  

 
It’s largely thanks to efficient, well-organised operations 
like Chicken Rescue UK that an increasing number of 
commercial farmers are now opting to use a rehoming 
service, rather than sending their hens to slaughter.  
 
Once a farm has been in contact with Chicken Rescue UK, 
volunteers like Carolynn will advertise availability of the 
birds, often via Facebook. Birds are reserved in advance by 
completing the registration form on the Chicken Rescue UK 
website and potential rehomers are asked to send in photos 
of their coop and free-range penned area which forms the 
basis of the home 
check.   
 
Birds come from all 
over the country and 
are all ex-

commercial layers. On a pre-arranged date, Chicken 
Rescue UK will send in its dedicated farm team to 
collect the birds at around 5am in the morning, when 
they are easier to catch. The birds are checked and any 
poorlies go to a dedicated team who nurse them back to 
health. Provided the birds recover well, they will get 
rehomed at a later date. The remainder are loaded on 
to vans and trailers and driven to rehoming centres 
across the country. Once volunteers like Carolynn 
receive the birds, they are left to sit and rest for at 
least an hour, provided with food and drink and given a 
final check to make sure they are fit and well, before 
being collected and transported to their new homes.   
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Organisations such as Chicken Rescue UK and its 
dedicated team of volunteers, ensure that these rescued 
hens have the opportunity to extend their lifespan.  So, 
if you’re thinking of keeping chickens, give Carolynn’s 
rescued birds some thought. You’ll give them a longer, 
happier life, they make great pets, and you get fresh, 
delicious home-farmed eggs.  
 
Carolynn is currently looking for volunteers who can help 
on rehome days. You will need to be able to carry out 
some heavy lifting as crates of hens need to be carried 
from trailer to pen and volunteers also assist rehomers 
with the boxes/carriers that they take their birds home 
in. If you would like to help, please visit the website 
where there is a form to complete to become a 
volunteer, and a member of the Chicken Rescue UK team 
will be in touch.  
 
For more information contact www.chickenrescue.co.uk  
 
Carolynn’s local Facebook page which she runs with the Hailsham Collection Point can be found 
at @chicken-rescue-uk-east-sussex. The main Facebook page is @chickenrescueuk 
 
 
 
 

 

Mortgage       
adviser

07733 307992

Based in Pett Level 
contact details below

david@london-money.co.uk

A MAN THAT CAN…

I CAN TACKLE ANY ODD JOBS
AROUND THE HOME OR GARDEN

THAT YOU MAY BE UNABLE TO DO
YOURSELF. ANYTHING FROM A

SQUEAKY HINGE TO PUTTING UP
SHELVES, TO ASSEMBLING

FLAT-PACK FURNITURE
OR A GARDEN SHED.

I AM MATURE, HONEST, RELIABLE
AND HAVE BEEN CRB CHECKED.

REFERENCES AVAILABLE.
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE.

NO JOB TOO SMALL.

Chris Sherwin
Local to Pett Village
Tel: 01424 718191

Mobile: 07875 109215
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Coffee Morning and Community Library Notes 
  
September Coffee Morning fell on quite a warm day and we started setting up the Community 
Library outside, but it rained - fortunately before we had actually put out any books. We 
sheltered in the porch in hope the showers would pass, but they just got heavier so we muddled 
on inside. We will try and make the space more comfortable for October, when we will also be 
welcoming back the Jigsaw Library. We apologise if you were looking for jigsaws at September 
Coffee Morning but do please remember that Jane Sweaney is always happy to take an order 
and will even deliver to you if you can't make it to her at Oakhurst, Pett Road. What a great 
service Jane offers. You can phone her on 07788 410342. We do have a paper copy at the library 
of the Jigsaw Catalogue, so please ask to see it if you are interested.  
  
The Coffee Morning team always put in a huge effort with tablecloths and fresh flowers on the 
tables and delicious home-made cakes and hot drinks for sale. All profits go to charity and we 
will advise you from time to time where the money raised has been sent.  
   
Our Book of the Month is  The Heron's Cry  by Ann Cleeves. We have been lucky to acquire a 
copy of this second novel in the new Two Rivers series by Ann Cleeves, author of 
the Vera and Shetland (TV) series. ‘The Heron's Cry’, a New York Times best seller, is a follow up 
to ‘The Long Call’, which introduced Ann Cleeves' new detective Matthew Venn. Each book can 
be read as a "stand-alone" with just enough information from the first to set the scene for the 
second. The two rivers in the series are the Taw and the Torridge in North Devon, and while one 
review describes ‘The Heron's Cry’ as a 'complex murder mystery full of surprises' and others say 
it is thought-provoking, full of intrigue and twists and turns, the book is also concerned with the 
beauty of this area in Devon as well as the very human relationships between all the characters. 
  
Next Coffee Morning - Wednesday 5th October, 10 - 12. Do come along and say hello.  
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A free same-day delivery 
service for orders over £10

Tuesday to Saturday

Ring 01424 219096 by 
midday and your fish will be 
delivered on the same day

CANINE COMPANIONS 
DOG BOARDING

(Rother District Council 5 Star Rating)

- Away for the day
- Going on holiday / business trip
- Unable to work due to illness

Leave your dog in the capable hands of
a fellow dog owner in a safe, friendly
home environment with large, secure
garden.

Please contact Angela Gastrell
Home: 01424 813593
Mobile: 07411 405049

angelagastrell@hotmail.co.uk
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farnsy@hotmail.co.uk
07967 794749
01424 815241
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Harvest Celebration  
  
PETT CHURCH  
SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER  
4.00PM  
  
Do think of coming to the Pett Harvest Service!    You may wonder why.  You may feel that harvest 
nowadays has little to do with us who know little of farming and for whom the supermarkets are 
the food providers.  Here are my suggestions in answer to your query:  

1. We are conscious of the problems farmers have had with the 2022 weather as well as 
financial changes and government attitudes and we would like publicly to remember the 
farmers. 

2. We also remember the farmers in countries where farming is even more difficult.  
3. Some of us believe that God created our world and is also part of our everyday lives and 

livelihoods.  
4. The service is at 4.00pm which may be an easy and convenient time for many and it will 

not be too long. 
5. There will be a display of produce which will be available for sale after the service.  
6. Tim Jury will tell us about the work of Farm Africa where we send the money raised on 

that afternoon.    
  

Angela Hawksley  
Pett Parochial Church Council  

 
 
 
 

 

Pett Flower Show & Fayre 
Saturday 29th July 2023 
 
This year’s Flower Show & Fayre was a great success at Pett Village 
Hall, so the Committee have agreed to hold the 2023 show there again 
and in the future.  
 

One of the elements of running the show has been the storage of equipment. When staged on 
the Recreation Ground, space was allocated in the rear of the Pavilion store by Pett Sports 
Association. We are delighted that Pett Village Hall Committee has kindly agreed to Pett Flower 
Show purchasing a shed to be sited within the grounds of the Hall.  This will greatly assist the 
set-up and closing down of the Show, thus easing space in the garages and homes of Committee 
members.   
 
Following the purchase of said shed from flower show takings and reserve funds, when the 
accounts are finalised there is likely to be a surplus which the Committee would like to consider 
making donations to local good causes. Requests are welcome, just get in touch in writing to 
the Committee. Donations will be announced at the AGM in the Spring.   
  

Philippa M Strickland, Chairman P&DHS        
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MY GARDEN BLOG - Gill Plank  
 
Rain at last! It was a bit serious with the thunder, lightning and downpours though, wasn’t it? The 
plants have really appreciated it and responded, with the grass beginning to green up and many 
shrubs deciding they can hang on a bit longer. I got really excited when I found I could put a fork 
and spade in the ground to find it damp all the way through. It’s a bit late for many of the 
vegetables but I am awash with tomatoes, both in the greenhouse and outside. My late sowing of 
French beans is doing very well and some cucumbers and courgettes are still producing.  
 
Apples and pears have ripened and, although smaller than usual, are very tasty. I have frozen 
many tomatoes and cooking apples, along with the beans. 
 
The buddleias are still flowering and attracting 
several red admirals, but only one or two 
peacock and tortoiseshell butterflies. I do have 
a resident hummingbird hawk-moth on one bush 
and it is fascinating to watch this daytime moth 
hover over the flower, using its long tongue to 
access the nectar. It makes me feel quite tired 
and I wish it would settle but it is obviously 
made that way for a reason!  
 
The holly berries are now orange so will soon be 
attracting birds. I have had years when mistle 
thrushes and occasionally fieldfares have gorged 
on them. Swallows and house martins are 
gathering on wires ready to undertake their long journey south and I am seeing more jay, 
woodpecker and nuthatch activity. My nut trees were producing well but as usual the squirrels 

got there first so all I see are the seed cases empty 
on the ground. Any that fall uneaten are mopped 
up by the badger who, at the moment, is 
overdosing on fallen pears and apples as well as 
pulling down some of the lower branches.  
 
There has been some wasp activity but I have 
developed a fondness for them, having observed 
them catching flies on my kitchen windows. I am 
also happy for them to take small amounts of meat 
from the cat bowls as I love watching them chew 
off pieces and fly away with them (I suspect this 
attitude won’t appeal to many of you!). I have also 
observed many dragonflies zooming up and down 
the garden in search of prey.  
 
Walking round the garden I find it amazing that the 
trees have grown so much throughout this 
incredibly dry summer. I can only continue to 
marvel at the way nature copes so well with all the 
challenges it faces 

Gill Plank 

 

FLEAS, WASPS, BEES,
RATS, MICE,

MOLES, PIGEONS

ROTHER PEST CONTROL
R.S.H. CERTIFICATED

&
General Property Maintenance

Fencing – Brickwork
Roofing

Mr. A.D. Benn

Tel: 01797 226778
Mobile: 07739 174552
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Wasps - Sussex Wildlife Trust  
 
Legendary protest singer Woody Guthrie had the slogan ‘This Machine Kills Fascists’ emblazoned 
across his guitar. The lead singer of John Peel’s beloved Half Man Half Biscuit had ‘This Machine 
Kills Wasps’ across his. Fascists and wasps. Equally hated and despised. But while one are a 
bunch of loathsome invertebrates that should be slapped every time they start to agitate us, I 
have to confess I have some empathy towards the wasps. 
 
The wasps’ world was created way back in April. A single pregnant queen emerged from her 
winter-long hibernation, flew, fed and founded a new colony. She single-handedly constructed 
30 hexagonal homes from chewed-up wood, laid an egg in each and lovingly tended to her new 
babies which, when grown, became her workers. Through sheer determination, spit and 
sawdust they enlarged the colony, constructing an impressive suspended structure. Other 
workers collected food – caterpillars, flies, spiders – to feed the now-flightless Queen as she 
produced more eggs. 
 
June was the golden age of the Empire. The colony swelled to almost 6000 wasps. There was a 
real buzz about the place. An entire self-contained Utopian society in matching yellow and 
black uniforms working together to serve their illustrious leader. Inside the dome, the 
temperature was maintained at 32 degrees. When the temperature rose on hot days, the 
workers united and the whole colony whirred their wings creating a community-powered air-
conditioning unit. But dark rumours started. The Queen was becoming crazy for power. 
Workers’ eggs were being destroyed to ensure only the Queen’s offspring were raised. She had 
started to create other Queens in her image. With no more workers being born, work levels in 
the colony increased. The wasps were slaves to a tyrant. 
 
Then came the news. The Queen is dead. Her mesmeric hold over every wasp was lost. 
Revolution! The virgin Queens fled to mate, hibernate and start a new colony next year. 
Meanwhile the colony falls into anarchy. Paper walls are torn down, the temperature plummets. 
Rome burns. There is fighting and cannibalism. Those that stay face death from cold and 
starvation. One wasp manages to escape. Alone, betrayed by his leader, without family, 
without purpose he is confused and lost in an unfamiliar world. Like so many he turns to alcohol 
to quieten his pain and the fermented fallen fruits of Autumn provide temporary relief. 
Intoxicated and hungry he stumbles around searching for sugar.  
 
And now in his dying days he bumps into us:  giant creatures with sweet drinks and snacks. Our 
reaction to this 15mm political refugee? To swat him away with rolled up copies of The Daily 
Mail. So this Autumn, have some sympathy for the lowly wasp.  

Michael Blencowe 
   

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity 
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex. 
Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people 
for over half a century to make Sussex richer in 
wildlife. We rely on the support of our members to 
help protect our rich natural heritage.  Please 
consider supporting our work. As a member you will 
be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our regular 
wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts 
on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex 
guide book, Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join 
online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join  
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Pett WI News 
 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was a loyal and dedicated 
member of the WI for almost 80 years.  Joining in January 1943, 
she became president of the Sandringham and West Newton 
branch in 2003, following in the footsteps of the Queen Mother. 
Current Vice-President of that group, Yvonne Browne said “She 
had an incredible memory and sense of fun. She was just 
terrific.” She continued “I think when she came here she treasured the memories she made 
here with the people. Being able to come to our meeting and be part of the meeting.  She 
listened to and signed the minutes, then she’d always give a little insight into what she’d been 
doing in the year and she just enjoyed sharing those moments. The Queen was ‘as natural as 
what we are’ at the WI meetings,” held in a village hall in West Newton on the Sandringham 
Estate, Mrs Browne said. “We always observed the protocols and things at the meetings but you 
knew you could have a nice little conversation with her. The speakers were always so nervous 
when they came in, and I used to say to them ‘please don’t be nervous, the Queen will put you 
at your ease’, because that’s what she’s good at.” She said that Pointless co-host Alexander 
Armstrong was “really nervous” when he was the guest speaker at the group’s meeting in 2019. 
“At the end we had a game of Pointless which the Queen very much enjoyed because it was one 
of her favourite programmes,” said Mrs Browne. “That was a lovely moment. I know afterwards 
he just couldn’t believe he’d actually been in a normal village hall with the Queen having a 
game of Pointless with the ladies of Sandringham WI. I have to say, the Queen’s team won!”  
  
She never failed to show her support for the organisation throughout her time as Queen. We 
thank her for her dedication, service and fellowship. Many of our members have fond memories 
of her and will treasure these for years to come.    
  
Whilst we did not hold a meeting in August we did keep in touch with members via our social 
activities, including a walking club and a visit to the Charles Palmer Vineyard.  This had been 
instigated following our May meeting when our speaker, Chantal Palmer, gave a talk about life 
at the vineyard and the processes involved in making wine, as well as telling us more about The 
Cellar Door which encompasses their wine tasting room at the vineyards.  Chantal organised a 
superb private event for us which combined a talk/tour and a delicious supper created for us by 
Vine & Country Tours.  Not forgetting the very special Charles Palmer wines of course!   
  
We are so proud of committee member Sally Watson, who decided to do something rather 
special for her 75th birthday. She completed an abseil of the Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth, 
raising £1,600 for Guide Dogs for Deaf People.  She also earned herself the charity’s volunteer 
of the month.  An absolutely outstanding achievement – well done Sally!   
  
A date for the diary – Saturday 19th November for our Winter Fair.  Similar to our very popular 
and successful Spring Fair, we will be showcasing a wonderful array of quality stalls including 
gifts, fashion, jewellery, crafts, refreshments and a raffle.  Funds raised will go to our 
continuing Pett WICAID projects within the community.  
  
I’m so proud to be a part of this wonderful organisation and would like to thank all our 
members for their support, camaraderie, humour and fun!   

Belinda Wood, President 
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Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat 
 
Hello from all of us at Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat! The 
long and hot summer is drawing to a close and, as we move to 
autumn, we see our wonderful coastline start to quieten and bring 
a fresher feel. We have so enjoyed seeing new and familiar faces 
and give a huge thank you for everyone’s continued support.  
 
In September’s edition we mentioned our annual Open Day and we 
are delighted to provide an update on what was a glorious and busy 
occasion!  
 

 
 
The headline is that we raised an incredible total of £6225! This is a hugely significant amount 
and a massive contribution to boost both our operating funds and specific fundraising projects.  
We cannot thank everyone enough, from every stallholder, prize giver, volunteer, donator and 
visitor – your contribution is simply what helps us keep going. THANK YOU!!  
 
A few highlights from this year:  
 

• For the first time, we ran a fun dog show which was wonderfully popular! We kept it 
simple with just four classes but were amazed at the numbers that joined in and 
enjoyed the doggy bar and tombola! Huge thanks to volunteers Pauline and Dean for 
organising!  

• We introduced a bar to the event, meaning not only could we serve teas, coffees and 
our Pett Punch, but also an array of local beers, ciders and lagers and at great prices. 
A super complement to the ever-popular BBQ.  

• The games were a huge attraction and great to keep the kids (young or old!) amused! 
Play Your Cards Right was bigger and better and boosted by Splat the Rat, Hoopla and 
Get Your Kit On! All in addition to the annual staples of Guess the Weight of the Cake 
and Number of Sweets in a Jar.  

• The music this year was provided by Pan Up Pipes, a local steel drum band – and what 
more could you want in the fabulous sunshine? Playing an eclectic range of songs, they 
kept the crowds entertained and uplifted…a big thank you to them.  
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And so our thank you’s... the list is too long to name every individual involved. We invest time 
and thought into each year and are blown away by the support and generosity we receive – from 
regular contributors and sometimes complete strangers.  Thanks to:  
 

• All those who so generously donated to the Grand Raffle – some great prizes, from e-
bikes to cabin stays to vouchers. And to everyone who donated to the bottle tombola.  

• The stallholders who give up their time to spend their day with us, come rain or shine.  
• Our entertainment and visiting guests: Pan up Pipes, Jo Brand, Rye Town Crier and the 

Mayor of Winchelsea – for being there and supporting us.   
• The local, and some not-so-local, breweries and pubs who donated for the bar.  
• Barbara Martin for her unwavering commitment and running the charity shed.  
• Our neighbours for accommodating the extra noise and volume of visitors!  
• Everyone who came down on the day, bought raffle tickets, donated and joined in – this 

event is for you as much as for us.  
• Every PLIRB volunteer, whether a regular or a partner – without you the day would not 

happen.   
What a fabulous day, what a superb PLIRB team and what a fantastic community we are 
privileged to be part of!   
 
As temperatures drop and the days shorten, always remember that safety awareness remains an 
important part of our work. Please continue to be vigilant about weather warnings, seasonal 
tides and currents and stay mindful of the dangers at both the top and bottom of local cliffs.  
  
To keep in touch and to purchase our merchandise, please check out our website 
https://plirb.com and our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue; Facebook 
@PettLevelRescueBoat and @supportingPLIRB  and Instagram @pettlevelindyrescueboat.    

FIVE VILLAGES HOME ASSOCIATION LTD 
ICKLESHAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN36 4BQ

INDEPENDENT LIVING FOR OVER 60’S

SUPPORT OF SCHEME MANAGERS ON SITE – 24 HOURS
COMMUNAL AREAS AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

ONE AND TWO BED FLATS OCCASIONALLY AVAILABLE FOR 
RENT

BRING YOUR PET

PLEASE ENQUIRE ON 01424 814876
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.FIVEVILLAGES.ORG.UK
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Guestling Bradshaw CE Primary School 
 
It has been a great start to the new school year. Pupils have returned 
full of enthusiasm and energy. Our new Reception class have settled 
beautifully, and we are all looking forward to getting to know them. 
This term our school value is ‘Creativity’ and we will be exploring 
how we can all be creative in so many different ways. This year we 
are going to continue to use our skill, talents and creativity to build 
on all the great work our pupils, staff, parents and governors are 
doing to make our school the very best it can be. 
 
At the beginning of the term, I was excited to be able to share our recent Ofsted report. 
We achieved ‘Good’ across all categories in this new Inspection Framework. The ‘Good’ 
grading is a high benchmark under the current Ofsted framework. The process was very 
detailed and rigorous and I am delighted that the hard work undertaken by all in the school 
community has been recognised, including the systems in place, the reflective and driven 
nature of staff, governors and the leadership team, together with the positive attitudes of 
the pupils and support from the parents and carers. Below are some highlights of the 
report. 
 
If you would like to read the full report, please visit our website at: https://guestling-
esussex.secure-dbprimary.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Pupils are enthusiastic 
about their learning. 
Relationships between 
pupils and staff are strong. 
Pupils are happy and feel 
safe.” 
 

“Parents report that ‘staff go 
above and beyond’ what is 
expected of them and describe 
the school as feeling like it 
‘wraps its arms around you’.” 

“Staff want pupils to do well 
and have high expectations of 
what they can achieve. As a 
result, pupils at this school 
develop a real love of learning.” 
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Nature Notes 
How many legs does an insect have?  Well, unless you really didn’t pay any attention at school, 
you’ll know that the answer is 6.  Of course, there are exceptions – maggots, for example, don’t 
have any legs, they leave the complication of legs until they develop into adult flies when they 
need legs; otherwise, they get about perfectly happily by wriggling (or leaping – While fact 
checking, I found a fascinating article and video by Ed Yong in The Atlantic called ‘One Giant 
Leap for Maggotkind’ – it’s worth Googling).  I did come across another example recently – an 
insect with only four legs.  So, what is this insect, I hear you ask – something tiny, or obscure, 
or impossibly rare, perhaps?  In fact, it is none of those things, it is a butterfly, in fact it is not 
just one species of butterfly, but a whole family of very common butterflies.  I was so startled 
at finding this out, having been photographing butterflies for years in close-up, that I had to go 
and check my butterfly photo collection to see for myself. 
 
The family of butterflies in question, are the 
Nymphalidae.  They include species like the Red 
Admiral, the Peacock Butterfly, the Gatekeeper, the 
Painted Lady… the list is too long for a short article.  
Technically, they do have six legs (that’s a necessary 
qualification to be an insect), it’s just that the front 
pair of legs are vestigial, they never develop into 
anything that could be used for perching or walking, 
and on the photos that I have checked, there are no 
visible front legs.  They do, however, have six 
perfectly functional legs as caterpillars, but they are 
obviously not needed when flying is the main form of 
transport.  The mechanism that provides the changes 
is of course, metamorphosis, when the caterpillar changes into a chrysalis, the DNA is shuffled, 
and the new shape of the adult butterfly is produced.  The order of the DNA itself doesn’t 
change; a butterfly has the same DNA right from the egg through to the adult butterfly, it is all 
about gene expression.  Very minute chemical changes in the DNA means that some genes are 
expressed, and others are suppressed.  So, the genes that produce the front legs are suppressed 
while the genes that produce the wings with their colourful scales are expressed (or both legs 
and wings in the case of maggots and flies).  Gene expression has only recently been untangled 
in a new branch of science called epigenetics – something the butterflies don’t need to know 
about. 
 
While doing a bumblebee survey along Pett Level sea wall, I saw another species of butterfly, 
recently, a Clouded Yellow.  These are not considered rare, but I have only seen them on two or 
three other occasions before, so they are not exactly common either.  They have six legs and 
belong to a different family of butterflies – the Pieridae – which includes all of the white 
butterflies, the Cabbage White, Small White, Orange Tip, etc., as well as the similarly yellow 
Brimstone.  The Clouded Yellow breeds continuously in southern Europe and North Africa where 
they feed on clovers and lucerne, and it migrates northwards during the summer months, 
reaching Britain’s southern counties, especially towards the West in around May and June.  Nine 
years out of ten, on average, only small numbers of Clouded Yellows reach the UK, but 
occasionally there are mass migrations when they reach our shores in huge numbers.  On such 
occasions, they travel in big communal swarms resembling a yellow cloud.  The last such mass 
migration was in 2013, though there have been an unprecedented number of such migrations 
since 1990.  My only other good records of a Clouded Yellow were at Arlington Reservoir in 2009 
and at Rye Harbour in 2014, neither of which was a mass migration year, so I was lucky to see 
one of the relatively small number of them that reach Sussex outside the mass migration years.  

Alan Kenworthy  



 28 

Regenerative Agriculture:                                        
A better future for Farming 
 
Having been approached to write a piece for this parish magazine I must say it is difficult to 
know where to start! Whilst I do know many of you, I feel I should introduce myself. I am Tim 
Jury, at least a fifth-generation farmer living nearly all my life at Pickham Farm.  
 
It is fair to say that farming has been the greater part of my life, though by no means all that I 
have been committed to over my working life. When I left Plumpton College in 1972, Pickham 
was like so many farms in this village. It was very much a mixed enterprise farm with a dairy 
herd, sheep flock and arable crops - mainly cereals like wheat, barley and oats. By the early 
1970s the post-war push for greater production was in full swing. Joining what was then the EEC 
(EU) accelerated this drive for greater efficiency to such an extent that, like so many other 
farmers, we chose to focus on fewer enterprises. This eventually led to selling the dairy herd in 
favour of expanding the sheep flock and arable area. This shift was largely encouraged by the 
EEC who paid us to cease milk production in a bid to reduce the then ever-growing milk lake 
and butter mountain, whilst at the same time encouraging lamb production to reduce the need 
for New Zealand imports.  
 

 
 
 
Whilst it would require several articles to describe all the events within this scenario, it is clear 
that the EEC and latterly EU succeeded in achieving their objectives in boosting food production 
whilst subsidising the farmers. This made it possible for food to be sold at an ever-reducing cost 
(in real terms) to the consumer, who therefore had much more disposable income to buy ‘stuff’ 
produced or sold by a burgeoning population that needed jobs. A fact that has stayed with me 
throughout my life is that in the late 1950s, the average family spent around 50% of their 
household income on food; today that is nearer 8%.  
 
You may well ask where this is leading. I guess my answer comes from the realisation over the 
last few years, that the cost of this expansion in production at Pickham - and every other farm 
in the EU - has come at a very heavy price. Over the last 70 years the UK has unfortunately lost 
a vast proportion of its biodiversity and, whilst the reasons for this are not clearly understood, 
agriculture has no doubt played its part; some would say the largest part.  
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One of the reasons I was asked to write about my farm and its background was because of the 
massive shift I am undergoing at the moment to try to right some of the damage that farming 
since the 1950s has done to the environment and, more importantly, the biodiversity of the 
countryside.  I want to make it perfectly clear, I am not bashing farmers in the way many 
conservationists relentlessly do.  I recognise that my generation grew up only knowing one 
thing. To survive you had to increase output, year on year, and use every technique and product 
available to do this, no matter what. Many, like myself and, I suspect, a great number in this 
part of the south-east, didn't embrace every idea put forward. Many hedges were left and not 
all the ponds were filled in, but the ethos was there. Improved plant varieties with greater 
yields needed more fertilizer and spray to build this need for higher production. 
 
I always had an uneasy feeling about how we appeared to be using the soil as just a growing 
medium and, although we understood the importance of clovers in grass leys, organic matter 
and use of farmyard manures, it was all too easy to buy in chemical fertilizers to boost yields. It 
therefore came as no surprise to me when, one day, I had an environmental adviser come out to 
look around and point out how sick so many of my fields were.  I had been using little in the 
way of chemical inputs, but because the grass had been kept so short from continual sheep 
grazing, the underlying soil was in need of ‘repair’. Years of ‘following the trend’ ploughing, 
reseeding, applying (some) agrochemicals and grazing grass short had resulted in a soil with 
dangerously low levels of organic matter (carbon) that would become waterlogged after just a 
few inches of rain and dried out after just a few weeks without rain. It was time to change. 
 
Next time I hope to explain my reasons for engaging in regenerative practices that puts soil – 
mankind’s most precious asset – at the very heart of all we do; not only to restore its health, 
but to rebuild lost bio-diversity from under the ground up. 

Tim Jury 
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Your local Handyman
Alan Danskin Maintenance & Restoration

Tiling & Flooring
Decorating

Flat Packs & Shelving
No Job Too Small

A professional, reliable & friendly 
service

25 years experience
Fully insured

Free Estimates
Call Alan on 07748 692168

Dog Walking & Home Pop-in
Service since 2014 for Pett, 

Fairlight, Winchelsea & Rye by 
husband and wife team Terry & 

Julie.

Website
www.spanglefish.com/bestpawforward

Telephone us on:
01424 812506

or
07837 252187
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Pett Parish Council Update 
   
Last month I noted that we had volunteers to take over the editorship of this magazine. As you 
will have read, they are Louisa Tasker and Donna Gilbert, who have put this issue together. I 
repeat my thanks to them; I have met them more than once and I am sure that the magazine is 
in safe hands. In that connection, I am equally sure that everyone who reads this magazine will 
want to thank Mike Wilkins, who with various helpers, has edited and run the magazine for nine 
years. Although, of course, many people use the Internet to find out about local events and issues, 
there are still some who prefer to read about them in print and Mike has made this possible by 
his hard work over his time as editor. I hope that Pett and Pett Level News will continue for many 
years to come. It is, of course, uploaded to Pettnet as well.  
 
The middle part of September has, of course, been dominated by the death of Her Majesty the 
Queen and the accession of King Charles III. In order to show our respect, the parish council 
arranged for flags to be flown at half-mast, for a special page to appear on Pettnet and for a 
book of condolence to be placed in the church. The book will now be sent up to Buckingham 
Palace and a letter of condolence is also being sent, as was done on the death of the Duke of 
Edinburgh. It was also decided not to hold the September meeting of the parish council as the 
notice of the meeting should not have been sent out during the period of national mourning; 
there is no urgent business and so a meeting will now be held in October. The church held a 
service of remembrance on the day before the Queen’s funeral, while the week before I read the 
Proclamation of the new King by the village war memorial. It may seem unnecessary to do this 
when everyone knows via the TV news and Twitter, but it seemed right to continue the tradition, 
which has continued for hundreds of years.  
 
Earlier in the month the regular SLR (Strengthening Local Relations) meeting was held with East 
Sussex Highways. This is a useful meeting as it allows the parish council to highlight any 
outstanding local issues, while it also allows the staff at Highways to explain the problems that 
they have with implementing some of the repairs and changes that are felt to be necessary at 
local level. I hope to give a report of the meeting in the next issue of the magazine. However, I 
am sure that everyone will be pleased that the potholes on the road between Pett Level and 
Winchelsea Beach have now been filled. We just hope that new ones do not appear too soon.   
 
Although it was not specifically discussed at the SLR meeting, one issue that has arisen quite 
frequently is that the growth of roadside hedges has made roads narrower, so that some country 
lanes are now very narrow. If you have a hedge that needs cutting back, please try to arrange for 
this to be done. I realise that this is always difficult in the summer because of the nesting season, 
but that is now over and hedges can be trimmed back to their original width.   
 
Also concerned with road width and parking, the parish council is considering replacing some of 
trees on the verges that have died and maybe adding a few more, although the approval of 
Highways is necessary before this is carried out.  
 
Finally, I am sad to report the early death of Sally Williams. Sally served the village in many ways 
over a long period and will have been known to many. Our sympathy goes to her family.  
 

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council 
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Gardening Club Notes – September 2022  
  
The September meeting was our first back in Pett Village Hall after a successful series of 
summer visits.  We welcomed Fergus Garrett, head gardener and Chairman of Great Dixter 
Charitable Trust, with a talk focusing on the Biodiversity of Great Dixter.    
  

 
 

        In Christopher Lloyd’s time and formerly, the gardens were maintained and managed to a 
time-honoured style – lawns well mown, pests and weeds sprayed with chemicals, etc., yet 
even then the importance of the symbiosis of plants, insects, birds, butterflies and animals, was 
acknowledged and believed to be in good heart at Great Dixter.  Once the Trust had been set 
up, following on from Christopher Lloyd’s death in 2006, Fergus began to make gradual and 
informal changes to the management of the gardens – spraying, mowing and the use of peat 
soon all ceased and organic principles were adopted.   
        It was suggested around that time, that a biodiversity audit should be carried out to 
understand the current status prevailing and provide a benchmark from which to move 
forward.  The audit idea wasn’t taken up at that point, but over the next few years Fergus and 
the team continued to adopt many more environmentally conscious practices within the 
gardens, creating more meadows sown with orchids, coppicing the woodlands and making 
garden furniture from the timber, having sheep graze the meadows, etc.  Eventually, as Fergus 
amusingly related, his wife having many more times suggested an audit, he finally got the 
message and invited in ecological specialists.  It was established then, beyond doubt, how 
healthy the biodiversity of the estate was, when numbers of bumble bees, spiders, moths, 
butterflies, even lichen, were all found to be much higher than anticipated.  In fact, Great 
Dixter is now judged to be among the most highly diverse gardens in the country.   
         It had always been a belief amongst specialists that gardens, due to being “managed”, 
not wild, had poor biodiversity, but the findings at Great Dixter began to change this 
assumption.  Fergus described for us the many ways in which the gardens offer food, shelter 
and habitat for all species – areas of light and heavy soil, shade and sun, dry and boggy, in 
tandem with the many layered planting system throughout the borders.  Colourful photos 
illustrated how closely packed spring flowers give way to early, then late summer 
perennials.  The huge variety of plants all self-sow, the borders loosely flow into the shrubbery 
and woodland, creating a continuous rich mosaic, a mainstay of successful 
biodiversity.  Aesthetically the formality of the topiary garden is now juxtaposed with the 
informality of the loose wildflowers allowed to flourish naturally in the now unmown lawns, 
creating an overall softness to the planting.   
        Fergus had touched on the grim statistics many of us are now familiar with, detailing the 
loss of woodland, farmland, many species and wildlife habitats in general over recent 
decades.  He then brought us up to date with the shift in opinion, given that since in the web of 
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life everything is interlinked, gardens, large like Great Dixter or as small as a balcony, should be 
viewed, not as part of the biodiversity problem, but as a mainstay of its solution.  For Fergus 
the current buzzword “rewilding”, implying that in order to improve our gardens’ biodiversity 
we should all turn our plots into wildflower meadows, is unhelpful and misleading.  It was firmly 
established during the many audits at Great Dixter, that the flower borders had greater 
diversity than the wild meadows, with the Barn Garden being the richest.  The sum total of 
gardens nationwide, therefore, captures a vast area for biodiversity enhancement, in short, we 
can all play our part – whatever our style of gardening.  Even the infrastructure, buildings, 
roofs, thatch, fences, woodpiles, can all provide habitat.   
        Our towns and cities also offer unlimited scope for greatly improving national biodiversity 
as has been demonstrated in a city centre project in Sheffield, brought about due to the 
combined efforts of the city council, the local parks teams and the input of many ecology 
specialists.  Any possible area of urban land has been planted, as Fergus illustrated with some 
photos, with the result the city is far greener and more attractive, as well as being much 
greater in biodiversity.  Fergus then announced that funding has just been granted for a similar 
project for Hastings, where he himself lives and which he has brought about through his 
contacts with the same specialists from the Sheffield project.   
        Our next meeting will be on October 11th at 7.30 in the Catherine Holman room at Pett 
Village Hall with a talk on “Herbs for Everyone” by Susan Scrivens.  
             
CHURCH SERVICES - OCTOBER 2022 
 

Sunday 2nd October   
Winchelsea 8.00 Holy Communion (BCP), St Thomas’ Church 

Led by the Rev Jacques de Rosier 
Pett 9.30 Parish Communion, St Mary & St Peter Church 

Led by the Rev David Page 
Winchelsea 11.00 Parish Communion, St Thomas’ Church 

Led by the Rev David Page 
Sunday 9th October   
Icklesham 9.30 Parish Communion, St Nicholas Church 

Led by Rev Jonathan Meyer 
Winchelsea 11.00 Parish Communion, St Thomas’ Church 

Led by Rev Jonathan Meyer 
Pett  16.00 Harvest Festival 

Led by Rev Jonathan Meyer 
Sunday 16th October   
Pett 9.30 Parish Communion, St Mary & St Peter Church 

Led by Rev Jonathan Meyer 
Winchelsea 11.00 Parish Communion, St Thomas’ Church 

Led by Rev Jonathan Meyer 
Sunday 23rd October   
Icklesham 9.30 Parish Communion, St Nicholas Church 

Led by Rev Jonathan Meyer 
Winchelsea 11.00 Parish Communion, St Thomas’ Church 

Led by Rev Jonathan Meyer 
Sunday 30th October   
Winchelsea 11.00 Parish Communion, St Thomas’ Church 

Led by Rev Jonathan Meyer 
Winchelsea 16.00 Benefice Service of Thanksgiving for the departed 

Led by Jonathon Meyer 
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Coffin Club returns to St Michael’s Hospice  

Are you worried about your funeral? Do you know the choices available to you? Are you unsure 
how to raise the subject with those you love?  
  
If your answer to any of the questions is yes, come and plan your perfect send-off with the 
Coffin Club team and a range of informative speakers at St Michael’s Hospice. Find out the 
choices available and create a bespoke funeral for you, or a loved one.  
   
Proudly hosted by the Hospice in the Arthur Easton Centre, the three week funeral planning 
course (3 half-day sessions, 10am - 1pm, from Thursday 6th October) costs £99 per person.  
   
For full details and to book, visit www.coffinclub.co.uk/coffin-club-hastings  
   
Big Sing is back!  
Come and enjoy a whole day of joyous music at St John the Evangelist Church in St Leonards on 
Sea on Saturday 8th October, courtesy of the many choirs from across Hastings and Rother who 
are giving their time to raise funds for St Michael’s Hospice. Free entry, 11am – 9pm (donations 
welcome). Refreshments also available.  
   
The Hospice would like to thank St John’s Church for allowing them to use the church free of 
charge, to all the choirs who will make the day so wonderful for Hospice supporters, and all the 
fabulous volunteers without whom the event would not be possible.  
  
For more details and full running order, visit www.stmichaelshospice.com/event/the-big-sing/  
   
Could you leave St Michael’s Hospice a Gift in your Will?  
Gifts left in Wills are a hugely valuable source of income for St Michael’s Hospice. Such gifts 
allow them to fund current services and to plan future care.  
   
Making a Will is important to ensure, not only that any dependants are cared for, but also that 
an estate is passed on in accordance with the deceased’s wishes. A Will can also include a gift 
to a charity or charities of your choice.  
   
If you don’t already have a Will, it’s never too soon to think about one. For more information 
about leaving a Gift in your Will to the Hospice, visit www.stmichaelshospice.com/support-
us/leave-us-a-gift-in-your-will/  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from St Michael’s Hospice 

Pett	Village	Hall	is	at	the	heart	of	the	local	community	
	

To	book	the	hall	go	to	pettvillagehall.co.uk	and	follow	the	instructions	
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Pett on the Knit 
 
If you are a keen knitter, or sewer, or interested in handicrafts you might like to know that  
Pett Methodist Church has a huge supply of bargain items which have been donated from a 
closing down handicraft shop: bamboo knitting needles, cottons, patterns – an amazing array. 
The ‘shop’ is open whenever the Post Office is there, and obviously whenever the Church is 
open. So there is no excuse that you haven’t got the right tools to provide items for Knit for 
Peace! 
 
The huge hike in energy bills this winter is going to mean that many families in the UK will be 
looking to find warm clothing. Knit for Peace accepts anything knitted with love: baby clothes, 
knitted toys, hats, scarves, gloves, socks, together with the blankets which we have been 
making this year, which are then distributed to those in need, at home and abroad. 
 
If you are not a confident knitter the squares which make up the blankets are really easy. The 
dimensions and pattern are below. Squares should measure 12.5cms (5 inches) square, be made 
of synthetic DK wool, and knitted on No 4mm (old fashioned No 8) needles.  
 
Blanket Square Pattern: (knit diagonally) 
Cast on 1 stitch. 
Row 1: kf&b (2 stitches) 
Row 2: K1, kf&b (3 stitches) 
Row 3: K1, kf&b, k1 (4 stitches) 
Row 4: K1, kf&b, k2 (5 stitches)  
Row 5: K1, kf&b, k3 (6 stitches) 
Row 6: K1, *K1, kf&b, knit to end of row* 
Repeat the 6th Row from * to * until side of the square measures 12.5 cms or 5 ins exactly. 
Begin to decrease. 
Next Row: K1, k2tog, knit to end of row. 
Repeat this row until 2 stitches remain. 
Next Row: K 2 together. 
Tidy up wool ends by sewing into square.  
Abbreviations: K = Knit, Kf&b = knit into the front and back of the same stitch, K2tog= knit two 
stitches together. 
 
I’m not in need of any donations of wool at the moment but if you need any, there is plenty for 
you to choose from when I bring it to the Village Coffee Mornings, or you can contact me on 
07977 100 296 or heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk or heathergodwin19@gmail.com  
or at 2 Brambletye, Pett Road, near the Methodist Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Six months ago nearly one hundred people gathered at the Village Hall, after 
a very long lockdown, to take part in a great evening of quizzing, and eating 
and drinking. Over £700 was raised for St Mary & St Peter Church in Pett, and 
for St Nicholas on Pett Level – vital funds for the upkeep of both churches. 
 
We had such a good time we’re going to do it again – on Saturday 29th 
October – the night the clocks go back.  Full details can be found in the full-
page advert placed elsewhere in this publication – please put the date in 
your diary, gather your team together and start swotting – you won’t regret 
it. See you there! 
 

Q
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News from Pett Level Preservation Trust  
 
Wildlife  
Since I last reported in Spring we have all seen so many changes. Migrant birds that were 
returning to our shores in the spring have now largely made their long and arduous journeys 
back to their winter quarters. Plant life that was initially very lush became more and more 
brown and sorry looking due to the heat and lack of rain. Some species were more prevalent 
than in previous years while others less so. Perhaps one of the most noticeable wild plants has 
been fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica) with its yellow flowers being in abundance. Oddly, the 
regionally scarce corky fruited water dropwort (Oenanthe pimpinelloides) was a lot less 
frequent than in previous years.  
 
In respect of orchids, local residents have found bee, early purple, pyramidal and common 
spotted orchid, but not on the PLPT land. Autumn lady’s tresses (Spiranthes spiralis) have been 
seen in previous years but none reported this year. Have you seen these or any other species?  
 
During the summer we were fortunate to have been visited by botanists from the Sussex 
Botanical Recording Society. They added 20 species to the 2021 list, so it now comprises in 
excess of 150 species and they only covered half of the land! Hopefully, we will be able to 
entice them back to cover the remaining area next year.   
 
A few weeks ago, myself and another PLPT trustee undertook a dusk bat survey on the Trust 
land. The first interesting observation we had was not of a bat but of a sexton beetle. This 
attractive black and orange coloured beetle has, as its name suggests, the ‘interesting’ habit of 
burying dead animals and laying its eggs on the corpse so that the larvae, when they emerge, 
have a tasty snack close to hand (or mandible!) Later in the evening we recorded a variety of 
bat species - common and soprano pipistrelles, noctule, serotine, whiskered and possibly 
Daubenton’s and Leisler’s . More work is needed to confirm these records, especially of the 
latter two species, but it is a significant increase on the number of bat species previously 
recorded on the PLPT land.   
 
New gate  
Many of you will have noticed that there is now a gate in the New Beach Club car park which 
connects over the PLPT land with the path along the Royal Military Canal.  This ‘drinkers' path’ 
is proving very popular with Beach Clubbers and is clearly much safer than having to walk along 
the road (but look out for the canal!!).  
 
Dogs  
The Trust has received some complaints recently about dog poo. When clearing up after your 
dog please either stick and flick i.e., flick it away from any footpaths, or bag and bin i.e., put it 
in a plastic bag and then into a waste bin. Please do not put poo in a bag and leave it on a path 
or, even worse, hanging from a tree. That is by far the worst option as it detracts from the 
beautiful views and these bags can take years to biodegrade, if at all.   
 
Please join us  
Finally, the Trust is always looking for new Friends to support its work and to help with 
practical management. If you are interested in joining the Friends of PLPT please email Theresa 
Noutch at  theresanoutch@aol.com or if you want to volunteer for practical management over 
the winter contact Martin King at twotrok@hotmail.co.uk. Find out more about the Trust at 
www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org. Please consider remembering the PLPT in your Will.  
 

John Newton, PLPT Chair  
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Tel: 01424 402040
Mob: 07850 237664

Local, Long Distance & Airports
1 to 8 Passengers

www.events-travel.co.uk

Faux Arrangements
Planted Containers

Greeting Cards
Scented Candles

Ceramics
Vases

Plants and more

One of a Kind-Unique Designs
cottagegardenflorals@gmail.com
www.cottagegardenflorals.co.uk

Facebook - Instagram

Seed to Vase
Seasonal

Cottage Garden
Flowers

Our Speciality

Cottage Garden
Floral’s

07938 763925
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PETT WI WINTER FAIR 
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Time Zone UT (GMT) 
ADD 1 HOUR BETWEEN 27TH MARCH & 30TH OCTOBER TO ADJUST TO BST 

 
 
 
 

Crown Copyright and / or database rights. Reproduced with the permission of Her Majesty’s               
stationary office and the UK Hydrographic office. www.ukho.gov.uk LIT6460 SE/EAD/0121/E/V1 

 
 

Customer service line  Incident hotline   Floodline 
03708 506 506   0800 80 70 60   0345 998 1188 
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COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES & CONTACTS  
Recreation ground and play area (except the bowling green, sports pavilions, 
tennis courts and cricket pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association)  

PPC  

Defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the Royal Oak  PPC  
War memorial at Pett Church  PPC  
Several roadside benches, noticeboards, and village signs  PPC  
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine  PPC  
Roads (inc Road Markings, Road Signs, Drains, Potholes, fallen trees)  ESCC 
Verges & Footpaths  ESCC 
Planning (applications, decisions, appeals, etc)  RDC  
Refuse & Recycling  RDC  
Fly-Tipping & Pollution  RDC  
Dog & Pest Control  RDC  
Beach Bye-Laws  RDC  
Sea Wall at Pett Level  EA  
PETT PARISH COUNCIL (PPC)   
In addition to the above responsibilities PPC can also provide a parish wide view 
on planning applications. PPC may be able to help you find out who to contact if 
you have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being dealt with, 
and can assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event of continued 
poor service.  
COUNCILLORS  
Alan Crouch (Vice-Chair)  01424 813145 cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk  
Andrew Dunlop  01424 813368      cllr.andrew.dunlop@pettnet.org.uk   
David Penfold (Chair) 01424 813003 cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk  
Chris Saint  01424 813047 cllr.chris.saint@pettnet.org.uk   
Richard Smith  01424 316117 cllr.richard.smith@pettnet.org.uk  
David Terrell  07968 584276 cllr.david.terrell@pettnet.org.uk  
Mike Wilkins  01424 813206 cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk  
PARISH CLERK 
Mary Philo             01797 270790 clerk@pettnet.org.uk  

                                  Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH  
TREE WARDEN 
Marcus Foster             07812 024070 mail@marcus-foster.com  
FLOOD WARDEN VACANCY  
  
ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL (RDC)  
01424 787000; www.rother.gov.uk/residents  
Councillor Andrew Mier 01424 814178 cllr.andrew.mier@rother.gov.uk  
                Roger Bird 01424 813636 cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk  
  
  
EAST SUSSEX COUNCIL (ESCC)   
www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem  
0345 6080190; www.eastsussex.gov.uk  
Councillor Keith Glazier 07957 377844  
                cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk  
  
  
THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA)   
03708 506 506  
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VILLAGE CONTACTS  
Allotments  Libby Rothwell  07714 340674  libby.rothwell891@gmail.com  
ARC  David Breakell  812964  info@thearc.uk  
Badminton  Anne & Paul Wadey  316209  pawadey@tiscali.co.uk  
Bowls Club  Eddie Quinlan  431463       

    
  

British Legion  Brian Green  812450  toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk  
Cricket Club  Andrew Dunlop  813368      
Dance Fitness  Laura Mitchell  07527 105352  lauramitchell6@sky.com  
Flower Show  Philippa Strickland  814384  pstrickl@icloud.com  
Gardening Club  Bob Harris  815151  bob.june@btopenworld.com  
Guardians of Pett 
Churchyard  

Mike Wilkins  07710 080148    

Neighbourhood Watch  Caroline Turner  813368  littlebudspett@gmail.com  
Pett Churches        
- Warden  John Case  812244  johncase@me.com  
- Friends  Gill Plank  812154  gillplank@yahoo.com   
- St Nicholas  Fran Rogers  812964    
Pett Level Preservation 
Trust  

Theresa Noutch  814370  theresanoutch@aol.com  

Pilates  Belinda Weber    belinda.weber9@gmail.com  
Fitness Pilates  Susan Trimmer    susantrimmerfitness@gmail.com  
POPP  Enquiries  07917 923975    
Pole Dancing  Jane Baldwin  07403 256148  jane@mrzen.co.uk  
PVH Committee  Tim Rothwell  07850 469314  timrothwell9@gmail.com  
Seaside Stitchers Donna Gilbert 812185 donnagilbert1@sky.com 
Short Mat Bowls  Eric Butler  814869  joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk  
Stoolball  Janet Fuller  01303 873227    
Tai Chi  Ann Simpson  01797 270858    
Tennis Club  Stuart Ware  815197  petttennisclub@gmail.com  
The Club  Wendy Hatch  812297  familyhatch1@gmail.com  
Village Voices  Wendy Hatch  812297  familyhatch1@gmail.com  
WI  Amanda Leeson  07968 443646  pettwi.sec@gmail.com  
Yoga Class  Robin Hutt  813182  robinhutt@btinternet.com   
ROOMS FOR HIRE  
Methodist Chapel  Wendy Hatch  812297  familyhatch1@gmail.com  
Sports Pavilion  Stuart Ware  815197  sjw@meadowshed.co.uk  
Village Hall  Clare Walker  07718 518053    clare.pettvillagehall@gmail.com  
New Beach Club    812080  info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk  
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MEDICAL, CRISIS SUPPORT & ANIMAL WELFARE  

Hospitals & GP Surgeries  
Conquest & Eastbourne Hospitals 0300 131 4500  
Harold Road Surgery  01424 720878  
Hastings Old Town Surgery               01424 452800   
Other Numbers:  
Samaritans   116 123  
Citizens Advice    03444 111 444  
RSPCA Emergency Services                0300 1234 999  

PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATORS  

  
Pett Level – The New Beach Club  
  
Pett – Telephone box opposite The Royal Oak on Elms Lane  
  
Pett – Village Hall  
  

EMERGENCY CONTACTS FOR UTILITIES  

  
GAS LEAKS  National Gas Emergency Service  0800 111 999    
POWER CUT  UK Power Networks   105   
WATER LEAK  Southern Water emergency service          0800 820 999  
  

POST OFFICE  

  
The POST OFFICE is open on Monday and Thursday, 12:45 to 3pm, at Pett 
Methodist Church  
  
THE NEAREST PRIORITY POST BOXES FOR THE RETURN OF COVID TESTS 
ARE IN PETT OPPOSITE FRENCH COURT LANE AND AT THE FAIRLIGHT 
POST OFFICE   
BUSES 

  
Pett: 347 
Chick Hill to Hastings Queens Road: 
 

Buses (from Chick Hill, Pett) run approximately every 2 hours from 8:19 (during school times) 
and then at 10:12, 12:17, 14:02 and 15:47 Monday to Friday; Saturday approximately 8:26 and 
14:02; no service on Sunday. 
 
Pett Level: 101 
Hastings to Rye (and onwards) via Fairlight and Pett Level: 
 
Buses approximately every hour from 07:30 to 19:20 (to Rye) and 
from 09:20 to 18:20 (to Hastings) Monday to Saturday; on Sunday 
every other hour from 09:40 to 17:40 (to Rye) and from 10:50 to 
16:50 (to Hastings). 
 
For more information visit https://www.stagecoachbus.com/ or get the Stagecoach App. 
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