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EDITORIAL
The weather over the Easter weekend was balmy and hopefully gave everybody a
chance to enjoy this beautiful part of the countryside we are lucky enough to
call home. Our thoughts turn to Ukraine and the terrible things that are being
done to the people of that country, both at a personal level and the destruction
to their homes and businesses and the country’s infrastructure.
Good to hear that the Quiz Night was a hug success and that £570.00 was raised
for the church. The Guardians of the Churchyard continue their sterling work in
maintaining this peaceful place. Read the update in this edition. The Archive
Resource Centre has secured more funding and will soon looking for volunteers or
sign up as a Friend to help support their continuing work.
There is renewed interest backed by Guestling Parish Council for the building of
affordable homes on the site at the rear of Fairview on Pett Road, technically in
Guestling Parish, but the development will have more effect on the homes and
traffic in Pett. There are no plans available at present to review, but there is
concern amongst residents in that area, especially over the location of the
access point to proposed development. We will keep you posted of any updates.
Our regular Nature Notes author, Alan Kenworthy has penned a fascinating insight
into Global Warming and explains it, in an easily understandable format. Pett
News would like to feature environmental issues regularly.
We have been lucky enough to be offered the chance to be the first to publish
the reminiscence of Jacqueline Crouch nee Kingston. This is a stroll through Pett
of the 1950s and 1960s, part one is in this issue.
Richard Bradshaw
Editors: Mike Wilkins, 07710 080148; Richard Bradshaw 079 5839 0899; Deliveries: Sarah Adams,
01424 812323. Pett & Pett Level News is printed by Impression IT, St Leonards, 01424 852116
This magazine is distributed by our team of volunteers to all households in Pett & Pett Level. We no
longer offer a subscription service, however all editions of the magazine are available for download
from pettnet.org.uk
DEADLINES: COPY (LETTERS, ARTICLES, ETC) – MID-DAY THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH.
Adverts (new, changes, payments) - MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month
COPY: must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something
handwritten please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by
your name, address and phone number. Where pictures are used it is the responsibility of the author
to ensure that permissions have been granted. When submitting letters the writer should give due
consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. No letter will be published
anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy
received.
PUBLISHERS: Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish. Every reasonable effort has been
made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the publishers or
the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise
indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles,
announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or
the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser
here within this publication.

FRONT COVER: Shanice Bowles
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL - DAVID PENFOLD, CHAIR
I am pleased to say the Lord Lieutenant will attend the unveiling ceremony of the
jubilee footpath information board. This will be outside the Royal Oak at noon on
Thursday 2 June, the first day of the Bank Holiday weekend. Please put the date in
your diaries. More information next month, on Pettnet and on noticeboards. Work on
the design of the information board is progressing well and the clerk and Councillor
Saint have checked out what will be called the Jubilee Walk. Although the walk will
be at your own risk, we are looking at repairing some of the stiles you will encounter.
I have now signed the new allotments lease, which runs for another three years. As
previously, it will not be possible to renew the lease when it comes to an end and
what happens then will require further negotiations.
I am not sure that it would be useful for me to say anything about the situation in the
Ukraine. However, I am pleased to say that the parish has shown its support by flying
the Ukrainian flag at the Village Hall. Thanks to Philippa Strickland for arranging this.
If you want to make a more effective contribution, there are several charities that
have made special appeals. One such is the Disasters Emergency Committee (https://
www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal). In addition, if you want to
offer accommodation to Ukrainian refugees, East Sussex County Council is
recommending that you contact ‘Homes for Ukraine’ (https://www.gov.uk/registerinterest-homes-ukraine), where you can find more information.
The annual parish meeting on 28 April may have taken place by the time you receive
this issue. One topic that will be discussed is the proposed development of land at
the back of Pett Road and Watermill Lane as a Rural Exception Site. This will mean
putting up a number of houses on the site. While the land is in Guestling, any plans
are clearly of concern to Pett residents in that area. As I wrote in the August 2021
issue of the Parish News, following the Housing Needs Survey that was carried out
early last year, Pett Parish Council decided that it did not wish to take the issue of
affordable housing any further. This did not mean either that it supported the site or
that it was not interested. We have received no further communication on the
matter. I am hoping to have more information by the time of the parish meeting and
will include this in next month’s report or as a separate article.
You will see that some of the surface of the road from Pett Level to Winchelsea Beach
has been mended, although the nesting period has limited what could be done.
Highways have said that the remaining work will be carried out later in the year.
Since I last wrote I have attended (online) meetings of the East Sussex council chairs
and the Rother Association of Local Councils. Issues that were reported included:
putting pressure on the government to introduce sanctions on councillors who do not
behave in a proper manner as well as to allow councils to determine whether they
meet face to face or online; the importance of emergency plans; measures to reduce
speeding; and communications with both Highways and the police. Note that you can
sign up for Sussex Police Alerts (see https://www.sussexalerts.co.uk/).
Finally, the death of Dennis Lanner has been reported. While Dennis lived in
Guestling, he was a great supporter of the Pett Sports Association and very active in
trying to get a 30 mph speed limit on Friars Hill. Sympathy goes to his family.
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GARDENING CLUB NOTES, APRIL 2022 - JUNE HARRIS
We welcomed Christine Bartlett for this month’s meeting, a long-time collector
of orchids, chair for many years of the SE Orchid Society and a qualified orchid
judge. Her talk focused on Beginner Orchids, with the emphasis on their care.
Christine began by giving us a brief history of how orchids first came to this
country and their transition from plants only for the rich to being widely
available and affordable for all.
In 1818 William Swainson, a naturalist,
travelled abroad to collect plant specimens. He unwittingly brought an orchid
back, seeing the plant as useful for packing round his other plants to protect
them on the journey. William Cattley, a botanist and colleague of Swainson’s,
grew the plant on and identified it as an orchid, later named after him,
Cattleya Labiata. The 19th century was a huge time for Plant Hunters – intrepid
men sent abroad by the rich to find and bring back new plant species dangerous work, many did not return. The then Duke of Devonshire began his
orchid collection in 1833, sending his own staff off to find specimens. An
orchid plant at that time would cost the equivalent of £20-25,000 – it was
definitely a rich man’s hobby. Despite the cost there were enough people
wanting them that Orchidmania, just as centuries before, Tulipmania, fuelled
demand, but supply remained an issue, in the hands of collectors and plant
hunters.
It was not straightforward to propagate orchids as the seed was as tiny as a
grain of pepper and contained no nutrients to help it into growth. It also took
time for the
necessary growing
conditions to be
understood, so
progress was slow.
In 1854 some plant
nurseries began to
have success in
hybridising orchids,
the first step
towards creating
greater numbers of
available plants.
The whole process
was still very
labour intensive
and expensive,
then went into a
great decline due
to labour shortages
caused by the First World War. It wasn’t until around 1960 that orchid growing
saw a rebirth with the discovery of plant cloning. Once a quality hybrid was
created it could then be cloned, so plants were then available in much greater
numbers and prices came down dramatically. In the wild, however, new
varieties are still being identified today, but growers are now protected from
the exploitation they suffered in the early days.
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GARDENING CLUB - continued
Christine turned then to the practical care of orchids. The aim is to replicate
natural growing conditions. Different varieties, and there are 20-25,000 of them,
require different conditions for successful growth, some like more light than others,
some need warmer temperatures than others, etc. Christine gave us some specific
tips she herself has learned through experience. She believes it is best to repot an
orchid as soon as it is bought, to remove the ball of matter encasing the root, since
this can remain soggy and cause the plant to die. Repotting straightaway will also
ensure the plant is pest free – often commercial plants can be infested. It is
important never to allow water to settle in the crown, or centre of the plant, as this
will cause it to rot and die. Similarly, overwatering should be avoided and she
explained that the visible roots, which are actually like cotton thread, but are
encased in a velvety covering called velamen, are a silvery grey when dry, but green
when wet. Check regularly for pests as they are better dealt with before they’ve
had a chance to become too established! Christine finished a most interesting,
informative and entertaining evening, with some very useful practical
demonstrations of repotting, explaining as she went about root trimming and the
type of medium to use, with tips too on feeding the plants.
Our next meeting will be our first visit of the year, to Bateman’s, Rudyard Kipling’s
home. Members will receive details by email.

FRIDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 2022 - PUT IT IN YOUR DIARY
The Macmillan Coffee Morning is only five months away. Please remember us
when you are on holiday and spot a bargain or are spring cleaning. ALL ITEMS
MUST BE IN GOOD CONDITION. The following stalls need filling:
Cake Stall
Raffle
Pick a Bottle
CDs and DVDs
Plant and Gardening Tools Stall
Bric-a-Brac
Fabric & Haberdashery
Preloved Handbags – please: these must clean, emptied and in good condition
Bring them along to the monthly Village Hall Coffee morning or contact:
Wendy Burgess: wendyburgess@hotmail.com (Handbags/Fabric/Haberdashery)
Betty Harknett: pannelend@talktalk.net (Bric-a-Brac)
Jackie Richards: richards.jackie@yahoo.co.uk (Plant and Gardening Tools)
Heather Godwin: heathergodwin19@gmail.co.uk (anything else!)
Thank you.
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PETT WI NEWS, BELINDA WOOD, PRESIDENT
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Spring Fair last month on a
thankfully beautiful spring day (just after the Friday it snowed!) It was a
fantastic event and on the day we raised almost £1,400 for the Conquest
Hospital Macdonald Ward’s Courtyard Renovation Appeal. Following the event we
were absolutely delighted to learn that Janet and Kit McLean were also donating
a further £500 to aid our appeal with monies raised as a result of the very
popular Elm Tree boot sales in Icklesham. I will be covering more about this
donation in my next news but for now we give grateful thanks to Janet and Kit
for recognising our appeal in this way!
We are also so very grateful to the following for donating raffle prizes - Beauty
by Susannah, Paul & Christine Fountain, Garden Gems, Saran Upton, The Old
Butcher’s Shop and Wendy Burgess. Also thank you to our sponsors Just Property
(estate agent sign boards) and Impact Design & Print, St Leonards (A3 posters)
Stallholders were delighted with the success of this event so much so that many
have already booked for our Winter Fair planned for Saturday 19 November at
Pett Village Hall. If you’d like more details about this event and to prebook
please email pettwi.crafts@gmail.com Huge thanks to Hilary Dymott, Trish
Walker, Wendy Burgess, Sandra Clark and Jane Murray for superb coordination
throughout and to many of our members who gave so generously of their time.
We are now busy with plans for our next major event which is our Jubilee
Vintage Afternoon Tea Party to be held on Saturday 4 June
at Pett Village Hall (see separate notice). Email us at
pettwi.sec@gmail.com to reserve your tickets which are
£12.50 each (£7.50 for 12s and under). Ticket prize
includes a delicious afternoon tea including The Pett WI
Royal Cake Stand, a small bottle of prosecco, bottomless
tea/coffee and soft drinks and live 1950s-era
entertainment from popular local songstress Sammy-Lou.
In March we welcomed Ian James from the Water Lane Walled Garden in
Hawkhurst. Water Lane's ethos is "Food - Flowers - Friends" and we can't wait to
make several return visits in the months ahead! https://www.waterlane.net/
Our support of Rye FoodBank continues and we are also assisting Safehaven
Women with donations of sanitary products due a shortage and rising costs and
therefore demand.
Members of our Munch Club had a month off during April but our Theatre Club is
currently very busy with three shows being planned.
Our new membership year began in April and we were able to offer new
membership to many on our waiting list. As such we are full again but please do
email pettwi.sec@gmail.com if you’d like to be included on our waiting list for
the next time we have a vacancy.
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE RECTORY
It is already in the middle of April and I hope that by the time you see this the
swifts will have returned to Winchelsea Church. Seeing the blossom break and the
trees spring forth their leaves in this beautiful part of East Sussex is a joy. I am
always happy when the swifts arrive. They depart again by early August and the
skies are graced with their presence and the wonderful screeching sound that they
make for only three months each year. Their arrival and the burgeoning of spring
are a time for hope and thanksgiving.
However there is much too unsettle us at this time. Those of us who felt that the
passing of the pandemic would allow life to resume some kind of normality have
been shocked by the war in Ukraine. But if we are honest with ourselves, war and
famine and the outrage of violence between men is not new. It is just that in the
Ukraine it is nearer.
This endless balance of joy and fear is part of life. As a Christian, the season of
Easter always reminds me of this. You will read this after we have passed through
the drama of the Easter story. Maundy Thursday, the celebration of the Last Supper
and the Washing of the Feet, moves us to the shocking events of Good Friday –
injustice and a merciless death on a cross: reminders of the horrors taking place in
the world today. They give way to the emptiness of Holy Saturday, that period of
waiting and wondering and then at last to the day of Resurrection.
The way Christ overcomes death is more eternal and profound than the return of
the swifts and the onset of summer but both are signs of hope. I wish you all every
blessing for the Easter season. The message of the gospels is that the Lord is with
us until the end of the age.
Revd Jonathan Meyer
The Rectory, St Thomas Street, Winchelsea
Tel: 01797 226254
Email: revdjonathan@btinternet.com

THE 833 LOTTERY CLUB. JOIN TODAY!
Joining the 833 Lottery Club run by the Friends of Rye Harbour Nature
Reserve, will not only support the running of the DISCOVERY CENTRE, but also
give you an opportunity to WIN in the monthly draw!
YOU HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE
60% of the money is held for use by the Discovery Centre with 40% being
allocated for PRIZES which YOU could win!
Annual membership of £24 buys one lottery ticket with 12 monthly chances to
win.
You can buy up to 5 tickets at £24 each for yourself, your family or your friends!
Pick up a lea et from the Discovery Centre or email the
833club@outlook.com

fl
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GUARDIANS OF PETT CHURCHYARD
Additionally, we have been keeping Sussex
Wildlife Trust involved in what we are doing,
and again in early May we have a visit from
James Duncan from the trust to share what
we have been doing over the past few
months, and to discuss how we plan to
develop our ideas on ensuring biodiversity
within the churchyard. And now that Nature
is once more coming alive Alan Kenworthy
continues his on-going survey.
As ever I have been overwhelmed by the level
of interest and support in this activity. We
come together with a shared interest in
maintaining and improving the churchyard on
behalf of our community. We have little
formality as a group (no committee, rules and
so on) but are happy to work together for the
common good. Several of us have reported
members of our community thanking us for
what we are doing.

THE GUARDIANS OF PETT
CHURCHYARD
On Saturday 2nd April we held another
successful work party. The weather was kind
to us, especially as the morning before we
were in the midst of a late season snow fall.
We removed most of the hard wood left over
from previous work parties (and again many
thanks to Tim Jury for helping us with this),
cleared much of the undergrowth from where
the shed used to be, cut back yet more
brambles, roped off two areas that we want
to leave fallow in order to see what grows
there, planted forget-me-nots in the
memorial garden, and put up the first of our
information signs. More signs will follow, and
we will be using a new logo for which a
special thanks must go to Xarri Bradshaw.

As ever, if you want to know more about the
Guardians then please call me, Mike Wilkins,
on 07710 080148.

We will be holding a series of smaller ad-hoc
activities throughout the spring and summer
to continue tidying, especially in the area
where we hope the field gate will be
installed, digging out yet more brambles, and
refining the banks between the main
churchyard and the twitten.
Some of us have expressed an interest in
starting to tidy and clean the much-neglected
graves. In early May we will be hosting Steve
Davies who specialises in restoring military
graves (he has done some restoration work in
Fairlight churchyard). Steve will be taking us
through how best to restore graves and
hopefully providing an insight into some the
graves that he has restored over the past
years. This may lead to an ‘adopt-a-grave’
(subject to the various permissions that may
be required from the families and the
church).
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NEW BEACH CLUB, PETT LEVEL - KEITH SWALLOW
Greetings to all our Members (and those considering joining us!),
We trust that you all had an enjoyable Easter, and are looking forward to the first
summer for some time without (hopefully) any restrictions.
The Club has had a bit of a makeover in recent weeks, with the outside of the
building and the toilets repainted and repaired, and the patio and benches
spruced up. Further work on the car park is ongoing.
We are pleased to have been able to increase our range of beers and, on some
weekends, now have four real ales on offer, as well as craft beers and our usual
range of lagers, cider and soft drinks. In the kitchen, Jo continues to produce an
excellent, varied and tasty selection of food, all at prices well below those of the
local pubs.
Where social events are involved (and partly depending when you read this!) we
have Sound Syndicate booked for Saturday 30 April, and Helter Skelter for Saturday
28 May. Matt Barden’s popular Quiz takes place every Monday night (8pm; teams of
up to six members) and regularly attracts up to 12 teams.
By the time you do read this, we will have held our AGM and a new committee will
be in place, so please continue to follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with
coming events. All members should also be receiving regular e-mail updates
(either weekly or fortnightly); if you are not receiving these, please let us know
your current e-mail address.
We have all been through challenging times, but thank you all for your ongoing
support. Membership is the highest it’s been for some years, so please continue to
come down and enjoy the friendly atmosphere in your Club.
Best Wishes from the NBC Committee
Pett Level, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4EH
Tel: 01424 812080
Email: info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk

FREE PARKING AT PETT VILLAGE HALL
FOR RESIDENTS AND THEIR VISITORS/CONTRACTORS
Vehicles are left entirely at their owners risk and Pett Village Hall
Committee accept no responsibility for any theft of or damage to vehicles.
Public parking may not be available when the Pett Village Hall Car Park is
being used for large events. An appropriate notice will be displayed if
this is the case
pettvillagehall.co.uk
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LA CUCINA DI ANGELA - FOCACCIA PUGLIESE
FOCACCIA FROM PUGLIA - FOR FOUR TO SIX PEOPLE
The origin of the focaccia is lost in the centuries. Some historians believe it originated
with the Etruscans before the Roman empire was formed. In ancient Rome “PANIS
FOCACIUS" was a bread baked on the hearth. The word is derived from the Latin,
“FOCUS, hearth place for baking”. The focaccia is basically an Italian bread with a
very close relative or cousin: the pizza. The Latin poet Orazio in 37 BC proclaimed it
“the best bread he had ever eaten” In my house and during all my childhood the
focaccia was something always present on the table, especially during Sundays in
summertime when my mum used to bake it as a snack to take to the beach.
FOR THE BASE:
350g plain our
250g durum wheat our
350 ml water + 100 ml of warm water to
dissolve the yeast (to be dissolved only in
warm water and never in the microwave)
12-14g fresh yeast
5g sugar + 10g salt
1 potato (150g approx.)
2 tablespoons of extra virgin olive oil + additional olive oil for lining the baking tray
and the topping
FOR THE TOPPING:
800g (approx..) fresh tomatoes, unpeeled
1 jar of approx. 150g of green pitted olives in water
Salt and oregano and oil to dress
Boil the potato and mash it, and put it to one side. Mix the two ours and add the
water, salt, sugar and oil. Add the mashed potato and at the end add the yeast
previously dissolved in 100g of water. Line a couple of pizza trays of roughly 30cm
each with some greaseproof baking paper and some further oil. Create a quite soft
sticky dough mixing all the ingredients in a bowl and divide the dough in two, and put
each part into the pizza trays. Leave the dough to rise for at least 3/4 hours in a warm
place. At this point pre-heat the oven to 250 degrees Celsius (for a fan oven, or
around 200-230 degrees Celsius for a non-ventilated oven). Once the dough has risen
cut the tomatoes with all the skin into chunky pieces removing the centres. Drain the
tomatoes and top up each focaccia gently pushing each piece into the dough with
your nger, making sure the skin is to the surface. Repeat for the olives. Sprinkle the
focaccia with salt, more oil, and oregano. Put the focaccia in the middle shelf of the
oven and cook it in the pre-heated oven for 25-30 minutes, until golden and crispy
and… Buon Appetito!
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CORONATION MEMORIES - ANGELA HAWKSLEY
The Rye Parish Magazine is asking for memories of Coronation Day. I think it would
be a good idea for us to copy that idea in our magazine. So here are my fairly
limited memories. And I hope others will tell us their memories of that very
special day.
My parents and my brother and I had tickets for seats just to the left of the top of
the Mall and so we had a clear view of the front of Buckingham Palace. We had to
be in our seats very early. We walked from home because my father said we would
be sitting down for most of the day and so needed some exercise first. Everyone
we passed seemed so happy and excited. The Coronation gold coach and the little
white figure inside seemed magical but, like so many others, we were most
impressed by the Queen of Tonga who sat in the rain and waved to us.
My mother had made sandwiches which were in a prewar dark brown biscuit tin.
The tin continued to be used for biscuits until it was demoted to being the storage
for shoe polish and brushes and it still is. Every time I clean shoes (not that often,
I admit) I am reminded of that very happy day in 1953.
What has also remained a vivid Coronation memory for me was the Naval Review at
Spithead a week or so after the Coronation. All the ships of the Royal Navy were
anchored in lines and all were dressed overall. Private yachts including our
seagoing Dutch barge (called De Bries) were allowed to take part by forming up in
lines behind the naval ships and they were also dressed overall. The Queen and the
Duke of Edinburgh went up and down the lines in a boat and there were great
cheers from every ship they passed.

PLATINUM JUBILEE WEEKEND - ANGELA HAWKSLEY
On the long weekend of 3rd to 6th June Pett Church plans to celebrate the Platinum
Jubilee by holding a thanksgiving service at 9.30am on the Sunday followed by a
picnic lunch on the Pett Sports field. We will supply coffee and tea and soft drinks
and the picnickers will bring their own food and garden chairs. There will be more
details in the June magazine.
At the service we will, of course, be honouring Her Majesty the Queen but we will
also be thanking all those who organize and those who are part of the many village
clubs and societies as well as our Parish Councillors and our District and County
Councillors. And we hope that they will attend the service.
There doesn’t seem to be very much publicity about events to celebrate the
Platinum Jubilee and so, I suggest, it is important that we in Pett should celebrate
publicly. In these troubled times, there is a lot of criticism of politicians but the
Queen remains a stable and, therefore, comforting force in our country.
At a personal level, I was converted from my youthful republicanism by the
steadfastness of the Queen. And, of course, my conversion was in recent times
completely justified by the appalling behaviour of President Trump.
Angela Hawksley, Pett Parochial Church Council
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NATURE NOTES - ALAN KENWORTHY
As the weather gets warmer, perhaps you are thinking about eating outside. But,
do wasps ruin your picnic or barbecue? Do you reach for the insecticides when
they do? And do you enjoy a glass of wine with your picnic or barbecue?
If you answered yes to all of those questions, then there may be a bit of
contradiction there. To understand that contradiction, then you need to know
about Saccharomyces cerevisiae. If you don’t know what that is, then maybe the
Spanish for beer - cerveza - will give you a clue. Yes, Saccharomyces cerevisiae is
better known as brewers’ yeast. It is basically the same yeast that makes bread
rise, beer fizz, and wine alcoholic,
though slightly different strains are
normally used in each case. When
bread or beer is made, then yeast
from a previous fermentation is
added to the wort or flour. In the
case of wine, however, no yeast is
added; the fermentation relies on
‘wild’ yeasts that are found on the
skin of the grapes. The mystery is how does the yeast get onto the
grape skins? Immature grapes have
no yeast on their skin; it is only
when the grapes ripen that the yeast
appears.
It was initially thought
that perhaps birds eating the grapes
somehow brought yeast to the
grapes, but although yeasts have been found in the birds’ stomachs, the yeast is
quickly destroyed by the birds’ digestive systems.
So, researchers in Italy suspected that perhaps insects were involved in some way.
In particular, since social wasps are regularly seen feeding on ripe grapes, perhaps
this provided a mechanism for the spread of yeasts.
One puzzle that the
researchers had to solve, was how and where does the yeast survive from the end
of the grape harvest, through the winter, spring, and summer to the next harvest.
It turns out that the yeast consumed by the wasp when it is eating the grape juice
can survive the insect’s digestive system. Not only does it survive digestion, but
when the adult wasps are feeding insect meat to their larvae, some yeast is
transferred to the larvae as well. When the larva metamorphoses into a queen
wasp, which may well feed on more grapes before hibernation, the yeast in her
gut also survives hibernation, and can then be transferred to her offspring the
following year. So, without wasps, you wouldn’t be enjoying wine with your al
fresco meal. It may well be rather less exciting grape juice instead.
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NATURE NOTES continued
Though wasps may be to blame for providing us with bread, beer and wine, they
do have another useful purpose. Researchers
in New Zealand have estimated that wasps
consume between 800,000 and 4.8 million
insect prey per hectare per season, or
between 1.4 and 8.1 kilograms. A hectare is
about two and a half acres, but that’s still a
lot of insects. The figure for the UK is likely
to be lower - we are the most naturedepleted country in Europe - but it’s still a
good reason not to reach for the insecticides.
Closer to home - go and have a look at the
wildflowers in Rosemary Lane - magnificent,
yet again!

COFFEE MORNING AND COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Most unusually, at the last Coffee Morning
the weather was inclement and it seems to
have discouraged people from coming out.
Some school holidays had started, too,
which had its effect. Just a reminder that
Coffee Morning is about so much more than
cake, coffee and books: you can talk to a
member of the Parish Council, usually
David Penfold; the Village 500 is drawn and you might be chosen to pick the
tickets; there is a marvellous selection of
jigsaws to borrow; Robert from East Sussex Hearing is with us to help with
hearing aid maintenance and batteries. If there is anything you would like to see
happening on these mornings, please let us know.
We are planning for some new books to arrive in time for May's library and have
chosen our Books of the Month from amongst these. In 'Fighting on the Home
Front: the legacy of women in WW1' Kate Adie, "uses her journalistic eye for
personal stories and natural compassion to create a book definitely worthy of her
heroines". "Reader, I married him"; Charlotte Bronte's now famous words from
Jane Eyre, have inspired a book of short stories with those words as a title. This
is edited by Tracy Chevalier (Girl with a Pearl Earring) and looks set to provide a
light-hearted read.
If you have read this far, thank you. Come and tell us at the library table at the
next coffee morning, Wednesday 4th May, 10 - 12.
Anna and Vivien, Anne, Tim and Fran
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PETT CRICKET CLUB NEWS - GARY CHATHAM
The Cricket Season is in full flow now with the club having
successfully played their Pre-Season fixtures in preparation for a
competitive 2022 Sussex Cricket League season.
Both the 1st XI and 2nd XI gained promotion in 2021, so we’re expecting a tough
season ahead for all involved.
May will also see the start of the Sussex Slam, a Twenty20 competition played
midweek in the evenings. If you enjoy watching the fast paced, coloured clothing
and pink ball version of cricket, then please see the fixtures and support the
team.
With big thanks to Adam Stunt and Stuart Ware, the Cricket pitch is in a great
condition and thank you to everyone who helped with the pre-season work and
getting the ground ready to play Cricket.
You will see a full list of our 2022 fixtures in the notice board at the Recreation
Ground. If you would like your own copy, please let either Gary or Stuart know
and we will get one to you.
MAY FIXTURES: Please come and watch some cricket at the Recreation Ground
Home
Saturday

7th

May

Sunday 8th May

1st

Away

Pett
XI vs Ringmer
Division 5 (1pm Start)

1st

XI –

Seaford 3rd XI vs Pett 2nd XI –
Division 11 (1pm Start)

Pett CC vs Catsfield CC –
Friendly (1pm Start)

Monday 9th May

Claremont Crusaders vs Pett
Rams – Sussex Slam T20 (6pm
Start

Saturday 14th May

Pett 2nd XI vs Willingdon 2nd XI
Division 11 (1pm Start)

Monday 16th May

Pett Rams vs Crowhurst Park
Conquerors A – Sussex Slam
T20 (6pm Start)

Saturday 21st May

Pett 1st XI vs Isfield 1st XI –
Division 5 (1pm Start)

Sunday 22nd May

Pett CC 2nd XI T20 vs Kerala
Strikers 1st XI T20 – Sussex
Cricket T20 Competition (2pm
Start)

Saturday 28th May

Pett 2nd XI vs Crowhurst Park
Newick 1st XI vs Pett 1st XI –
3rd XI – Division 11 (1pm Start) Division 5 (1pm Start)
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Bexhill 2nd XI vs Pett 1st XI –
Division 5 (1pm Start)

Pevensey 2nd XI vs Pett 2nd XI –
Division 11 (1pm Start)

ARCHIVE RESOURCE CENTRE - BECOME A FRIEND!
The Archive Resource Centre, a not-for-profit membership society, is the custodian of
our growing community archive relating to the history of the three parishes of
Fairlight, Guestling and Pett, The archive is held at our office at Pett Methodist
Church and online.
Please become a “Friend of the ARC” to help us cover the running costs of the
archive. A minimum annual donation of £15 (which equates to less than 30p a week)
automatically enrolls you as a member of the society and will entitle you to the
Friends’ benefits described on our leaflet, for the year. Any donation above that
amount would be very gratefully received.
[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
MR/MRS/MISS/MS

FORENAME …………………………………………………

SURNAME ……………………………………………………………………………………………
ADDRESS ……………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………… POSTCODE ………………………….........
TELEPHONE……………………………

MOBILE ………………………………………………

EMAIL ………………………………………………………………………………………………….
I wish to become a Friend of the ARC and to pay my annual subscription for 2022/23.
.
SIGNATURE ……………………………………….

DATE ………………………………………

⬜ I enclose my 2022/23 subscription of £ ……………
Please make cheques payable to: The Archive Resource Centre
⬜

I agree to pay my subscription for 2022/23 of £……………………………..to The
Archive Resource Centre’s bank account at NatWest Bank Sort Code 60-02-07
Account no. 59634995 (Please put your name as reference on the payment.)

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: The Treasurer, The Archive Resource Centre, Pett
Methodist Church, Pett Road, Hastings TN35 4HD
- THANK YOU We will only use your personal details above for contact purposes and to provide information. They are
kept for our records only and will not be shared and will be kept secure. Let us know if you wish to
receive a full copy of our ARC Privacy Policy.
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ARCHIVE RESOURCE CENTRE - WE HAVE SOFTWARE!
Since our last update in the March edition, and post our very successful and wellattended opening day, we have secured another two generous donations from
The Isabel Blackman Foundation, Pett Flower Show Committee and Rother District
Council. Both had representatives at our Opening Day and we have very positive
feedback, which we believe translated into the awarded grants. We cannot thank
them enough!
This is old news to the Friends who received our newsletter last month. However,
more positive news is Fairlight Parish Council has once again given us a small
contribution towards our project, so thank you to those on the Committee who
made the decision. You may also have noticed, if you receive Rother Alerts
emails, that a photo of our room made their “front page” in March.
We are now in the happy and positive position of having enough funds for our
preferred software and website package from CommunitySites who are now
designing our home page. The Committee commences initial training in May and
once we are au fait with the new layout and inputting of material we will be calling
on YOU to become volunteers and help us, from home or at the Pett Methodist
Church; just small amounts each time, we won’t inundate you!
We have also welcomed Anne Bird onto our Committee. As we go forward we will
require further help with Marketing and PR, running a Facebook page, volunteer
support, and membership. If you have any experience in any of these areas and
would like to help… we are a happy, easy-going bunch of people. (We would say
that, wouldn’t we?)
We will also be announcing our first “proper” AGM in July where we will launch
the new website, have our accounts available, and you can have your say. We
hope to have a talk and some refreshments to entice you. Everyone can attend but
there will be a nominal charge for non-Friends/Members. PLEASE think to join to
help us with our on-going annual costs. We are doing this for the benefit of
everyone in the community, now and into the future. Your support is vital to keep
us going. Our Friend form is attached with all the details you need. We realise this
is not the best time to be asking for donations with escalating bills, but if just one
person from each household joins that would help us enormously. Remember the
website will be free to all.
If you have any material about our local geography or community, which you
would like to either donate to the ARC or loan for us to
scan and catalogue, please contact:
archiveresourcecentre@outlook.com
As many of you know, volunteering is rewarding at its
best, and time consuming at its worse.
But it is
heartening when we find people are excited about what
we are trying to achieve; it keeps us going. So thank
you to all of you who support us.
The ARC Committee

29

30

GLOBAL WARMING EXPLAINED - ALAN KENWORTHY
So what is the biggest threat to humanity at the moment - the conflict in Ukraine? No,
but it is arguably the cause of that conflict, and that is global warming. If the West
weans itself off fossil fuels, then Russia’s economy could collapse because more than
60% of Russia’s exports are oil and gas.
So what is global warming and what is causing it. One of the terms used is the
greenhouse effect. This can be a misleading term, but it does help to understand the
mechanism behind global warming. When infra-red radiation from the sun, (infra-red
radiation is what you would feel as heat if you stood in front of an electric fire) shines
on your greenhouse it is high-energy short-wave infra-red radiation that passes straight
through the glass and is reflected off the soil, the
staging, and maybe your tomatoes.
When it is
reflected it loses some energy (as heat) and becomes “If the West weans itself
long-wave infra-red radiation. This long-wave infra- off fossil fuels, then
red radiation doesn’t have enough energy to get back Russia’s economy could
through the glass, so it carries on bouncing around,
collapse because more
losing heat, and the greenhouse and its contents get
warmer, while more radiation from the sun is added to than 60% of Russia’s
it and if you don’t ventilate the greenhouse you’ll end exports are oil and gas.”
up with prematurely fried tomatoes.
The term ‘greenhouse effect’ is misleading because it makes people think that there is a
layer of glass or, at least, a layer of Carbon Dioxide at the edge of the atmosphere
keeping all the heat in, but it doesn’t work like that. (For a start Carbon Dioxide is
heavier than air, though it does dissolve in air.) The same high-energy short-wave infrared radiation that hits your greenhouse hits the whole of the side of the globe facing the
sun and everything on it all the time. When the radiation hits the ground, or the
buildings or the trees and the people, it loses some of its energy as heat, and is
reflected back into the atmosphere as low-energy long-wavelength radiation and it
would pass back through the atmosphere and
away into space. Oxygen and Nitrogen make up
“ T h e t e r m ‘ g re e n h o u s e the majority of the atmosphere and both of
e e c t ’ i s m i s l e a d i n g those are transparent as far as infra-red
However, certain
because it makes people radiation is concerned.
think that there is a layer of molecules are particularly opaque to low-energy
glass or, at least, a layer of infra-red radiation and absorb it. The molecules
Carbon Dioxide at the edge that can do this are molecules with two or more
chemical bonds between two or more different
of the atmosphere keeping elements. The gas that most people know about
all the heat in”
is Carbon Dioxide or CO2. The CO2 molecule, as
its chemical symbol suggests has two different
elements - Carbon and Oxygen and there is a chemical bond between the Carbon atom
and each Oxygen atom (2 in all). If there are more than two chemical bonds then the
effect is magnified. So, another greenhouse gas - Methane - which has a Carbon atom
and four Hydrogen atoms - is a much more effective absorber of infra-red than CO2. The
effect is exponential and it is estimated that each Methane molecule absorbs 27 times
as much radiation as a CO2 molecule.

ff
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Food Intolerance Testing
Are you suffering with IBS, Headaches,
Bloating, Stomach Pains and Fatigue?
These are just a few of the symptoms caused
by food intolerances.
I can carry out a pain free, non-invasive test to
help pinpoint potentially harmful foods.
Please have a look at my reviews on Trustpilot
‘Sarah Bragoli Food Intolerance Testing’
Don’t delay, book today!
enquires@sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk
07810 044750
www.sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk
Based in Friars Hill, Guestling
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GLOBAL WARMING EXPLAINED continued
Methane is what you may be more familiar with as ‘natural gas’, or as it is now
becoming known ‘un-natural gas’. If you have followed this, then you may be
thinking - just a minute - what about water - H2O? That’s got two chemical bonds
between two different elements.
And yes, that too, as water vapour, is a
greenhouse gas. However, as we fortunately live on a very wet planet, there’s not
much we can do about water vapour, other than to note that as the atmosphere
warms, it holds more and more water vapour, which absorbs more and more infrared, and so on.
So, science lesson over, what is the effect of all this? The effect is that the
atmosphere, as it absorbs more greenhouse gases, absorbs more energy from the
sun. As the amount of energy in the atmosphere increases, then that energy will
be released as high winds and storms, like storm Eunice that was responsible for
Pett’s 24-hour power cut recently. Also, as more water vapour can be absorbed as
the atmosphere warms, then each storm has the potential to throw more water at
us, so the risk of flooding increases.
But not all hope is lost. There are lots of ways that we can reduce our impact on
the atmosphere and I hope to explore some of that in future columns.

THIS VIEW COURTESY OF THE ARCHIVE RESOURCE CENTRE

Pett Garage, featuring an Austin A30 van at the pumps, with an Austin A40
Somerset on the forecourt. The Ford Anglia 105 at the back tells us the picture
is post 1959, when this Ford model was launched. What was your first car? Tell
us about it. Have you any pictures?
Picture courtesy of Archive Resource Centre, Phil Stringer and John Goodman.

33

34

CHURCH NEWS & TIMES - JOHN CASE, CHURCHWARDEN
QUIZ NIGHT

The evening of Saturday 19th March saw a packed Village Hall, as nearly 100 people
gathered for a Quiz Night in aid of St Mary & St Peter Church in Pett and St Nicholas
Church in Pett Level. Our very grateful thanks must go to Heather Godwin who
planned and organised the whole evening with supreme efficiency. Heather also set
the quiz questions that stumped a fair few, including a biblical question that
neither our new Vicar or the Churchwarden were able to answer! Our thanks must
also go to Ray Barden who took on the role of Quizmaster, to Rod for keeping the
scores and for setting the tables up earlier in the day, and to all the wonderful
volunteers who sold raffle tickets and marked the quiz papers.
Fifteen teams took place, and the winning team was Hexagon. Congratulations to
them.
Our thanks go to everybody who took part in this fundraising event and who
donated prizes for the raffle. We raised £570 for the church which was a great
achievement.
Heather is hoping to organise another Quiz Night in October, so watch this space for
more news.
For those of you who are interested - the biblical question that stumped the Holy
Orders team was - ‘In the New Testament, what was the name of Timothy’s mother?
Answer: Eunice.

CHURCH TIMES
Sunday 1st May

9.30am - St Mary & St Peter, Pett, Parish Communion

Sunday 8th May

8.30am - St Nicholas, Pett Level, Book of Common Prayer

Sunday 15th May

9.30am, St Mary & St Peter, Pett, Parish Communion

Sunday 22nd May

9.30am at St Nicolas, Icklesham or 11.00am
St Thomas’, Winchelsea - Parish Communion

Thursday 25th May

Ascension Day, 10.30am, St Thomas’, Winchelsea

Sunday 29th May

5.00pm, St Mary & St Peter, Pett - Evensong

John Case, Churchwarden, Churches in Pett & Pett Level
Nine Acres, Pett Road, TN35 4HE,
Mobile: 07525032198, Landline: 01424 812224
johncase@me.com
Find us on Facebook - Churches in Pett & Pett Level
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PETT ON THE KNIT - HEATHER GODWIN
With Spring bursting out all over, and Summer on the way I appreciate your focus
will not necessarily be on knitting but, just in case you are on holiday, relaxing,
or an occasional wet spell gets in the way of the gardening, I am once again
including the pattern for the blanket squares, a project which is ongoing.
These squares are then crocheted together, and sent off to Knit for Peace, a
charity that sends knitted items all over the world to war-torn or starving
countries. The war in Ukraine has put into sharp focus the need for such items,
but Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Syria, and other countries which have been suffering
for years should not be forgotten. Knit for Peace accepts anything knitted with
love: baby clothes, knitted toys, hats, scarves, gloves, socks…..
The dimensions and pattern for the squares are repeated below. Squares should
measure 12.5cms (5 inches) square, be made of synthetic DK wool, and knitted on
No 4mm (old fashioned No 8) needles.
Blanket Square Pattern: (knit diagonally)
Cast on 1 stitch.
Row 1: kf&b (2 stitches)
Row 2: K1, kf&b (3 stitches)
Row 3: K1, kf&b, k1 (4 stitches)
Row 4: K1, kf&b, k2 (5 stitches)
Row 5: K1, kf&b, k3 (6 stitches)
Row 6: K1, *K1, kf&b, knit to end of row*
Repeat the 6th Row from * to * until side of the square measures 12.5 cms or 5 ins
exactly.
Begin to decrease.
Next Row: K1, k2tog, knit to end of row.
Repeat this row until 2 stitches remain.
Next Row: K 2 together.
Tidy up wool ends by sewing into square.
Abbreviations: K = Knit, Kf&b = knit into the front and back of the same stitch,
K2tog= knit two stitches together.
If you need any wool, let me know. If
you have any squares or items to
donate please bring them to the
Coffee Mornings, or to me at 2
Brambletye, Pett Road, near the
Methodist Church. I can always come
and collect – any questions please
contact me on 07977 100 296 or
heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk or
heathergodwin19@gmail.com
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT
Here we are in May - the year is moving on so swiftly! We were blessed
with some wonderful calm and sunny weather throughout April and the
Easter Bank Holiday and we welcomed many visitors to our beautiful
coastline.
As always, PLIRB thanks everyone who visits us, donates items or just stops by to say
hello. Everything we do is thanks to our amazing and growing team of volunteers and
supporters – anyone is welcome to join us, see contact details below!
A summary of what we’ve been up to and what’s up next!
• On Sunday 17 April, we paid our last farewell to Lou Parsons with the scattering
of his ashes at sea, watched by a great crowd of his family and friends. An
unforgettable and inimitable character, Lou was instrumental to the foundation
of PLIRB more than 50 years ago. He will be remembered and cherished by so
many and we thank him for everything he contributed to make PLIRB what it is
today. We launched both boats in calm waters to pay our respects. We send our
love to his family. Maybe gone, never forgotten.
• April also welcomed the return of the Charity Shed! With so many donations of
really great items from our supporters, plus buckets and spades and toys for
kids, there is something for everyone! Our crew run the shed every Sunday from
10am-4pm. We have had such a wonderful response so far – thank you!
• We give a huge thank you to Lucy Hogg for completing her Polar Bear swimming
challenge! Lucy braved every weather and sea condition to swim off Pett Level
to raise funds for us. No dry or wet suits allowed, Lucy continuously swam in all
conditions and raised over £350 which is a massive support to us – thank you
Lucy!
• While every focus for a lifeboat is to be rescue ready, there is always work
behind the scenes. Our volunteers are giving the lookout and crew room a
much-needed refresh! It’s all work in progress as the team juggle day jobs, but
it’s taking shape.. thank you to Jo Barry and Adam Flower for their time and
leading the transformation!
And coming up..
• In May, three of our new team will take their RYA powerboat course which
provides essential training and knowledge to manage our Rescue Boat and to
progressing to be potential helms. Stuart Homewood, Nick Wise and Adam
Flower are fantastic and dedicated additions to our team and we wish them
every luck!
● May 2-8 is the kick-off for Sun Awareness campaign which aims to guide and
protect all those who are out and about in the sunshine! Remember simple
guidelines such as applying high factor sun screen, wearing a hat, keeping
children and animals protected from harsh sunlight – simple measures can keep
you and loved ones protected.
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT continued
• Tickets for our Grand Raffle are on sale for our PLIRB Open Day! We are hugely
thankful to Rye Bay E-Bikes for their generous support of two e-bikes for our
grand raffle! Tickets are just £2 each… a bargain seeing as each bike is worth
£1,500! Come and see us on Sunday for your tickets! Don’t forget – Open Day is
Sunday 28 August!
With spring well and truly here and the beaches getting busier, safety awareness
remains an important part of our work. Please be vigilant about weather
warnings, seasonal tides and currents and stay mindful of the dangers at both the
top and bottom of local cliffs, due to continued rockfalls all along the local
coastline.
To keep in touch and to purchase our merchandise, please check out our website
https://plirb.com and our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue; Facebook
@ Pe t t L e v e l Re s c u e B o a t a n d @ s u p p o r t i n g P L I R B
and Instagram
@pettlevelindyrescueboat.

MAKERS MARKET & BROCANTE - SHANICE BOWLES
The makers market, which is handmade local businesses, would like to thank
everyone who came along on Easter Saturday to support our very first event!
The Easter egg hunt was very popular and the children of Pett had lots of fun!
Ivy-Grace aged 4 won the colouring competition, but all the children did a super
job! See the front cover that shows the delightful results.
We've had great feedback from everyone involved, A special thanks to Pett News,
who advertised for us! Claire and Tim and to everyone else who work tirelessly
behind the scenes at Pett Village Hall for helping us along the way.
We hope to see you at the Great British makers market in June!

PETT AND PETT LEVEL NEWS NEEDS YOU!
Pett & Pett Level Magazine is one of the most widely
respected and read village magazines in Rother. Would
you like to get involved with the production and
development of this vital community asset.
If so then please get in touch with either of the editors,
or email us at magazine@pettnet.org.uk
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SATURDAY 30 JULY 2022 - CELEBRATIONS
The schedule for the “Celebrations “show this year is being
distributed with the May issue of the Parish News. It can also be
found on the village website www.pettnet.org.uk, from which
additional entry forms can be downloaded. Copies of the
schedule will also be available from local businesses and
hostelries.
There is plenty of time to check out the classes and plan your entries. The
growing season has slowed down owing to the recent cold snap, but the
weather is getting warmer and those seedlings are gathering strength.
The return of the Dog Show has been greeted with enthusiasm; we expect many
entries. Owners are asked to study the schedule, select their classes and check
out the entry details as they differ from previous shows.
The committee are planning all the familiar stalls and sideshows, which are
kindly run by volunteers who generously give their time for the enjoyment of
villagers and visitors. New faces are always welcome. If you would like to help,
just contact any of the committee members as listed on the back of the
schedule.
In addition, there will be pitches for local organisations and businesses.
Interested parties should apply for an application form from the honorary
secretary, Louise Bowles, Fairholme, Pett Road, Pett, TN35 4HE; phone 812296
or email lou.bowles192@gmail.com
Available for sale on various stalls will be the Pett Flower Show tea towel
printed with the winning design from last year’s show. It is a beautiful design by
a talented young person and the towels are a bargain at £6.00 each.
Philippa M. Strickland (Chairman P&DHS)
How Pett celebrated the Coronation of King George VI
An extract from the Parish Magazine, May 1937
The eld opposite the Church has been very kindly lent to us by Mr F Dennett for
the sports. There will be a refreshment tent in the eld. A cask of beer has been
provided from the Beach Club, Pett Level. To those who fear that the facility may
lead to excess, and so mar the pleasure of others the Committee wish it to be
know that strict control will be exercised in its distribution. No young people will
be served unless by the express wish of their parents. We doubt if there are any
who will regards”free beer” as an opportunity for immoderate indulgence, but in
the unlikely event we may as well inform them they are doomed to disappointment.
We want all to enjoy themselves and all will agree that uncontrolled drinking would
not make for that. I nd it distasteful even to write these things. I believe it will be
shown to be wholly unnecessary, but we do want to allay any fears there may be.
For the sake of the children alone we are determined that there shall be no abuse.
Courtesy of the late John Taylor
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MEMORIES OF PETT AND PETT LEVEL - PART ONE
Please take a walk with me, Jacqueline Crouch nee Kingston, as I take a
trip down memory lane during the 1950s and 1960s:
Our family home was Windyways; the original design one with its landscaped
gardens and where I lived with my Mum, Dad and elder sister Wendy. I used to
climb on and look over the small Windyways gate to see what was happening up or
down the road and once was fascinated seeing the road resurfaced.
Across the road from Windyways was Lunsford Farm known as Dunlop’s Farm where
Mr Dunlop lived and ran the farm with his two sons Will and Andy. The Dunlop’s
had a beautiful Border Collie Sheepdog called ‘Fly’ who was very friendly. I loved
watching ‘Fly’ herding the sheep down the road and into the farm, he was a master
at this. I also enjoyed watching the moorhens on the farm pond.
Pett had a very good East Kent Bus Service that left from outside the Carlisle and
the large Bus Shelter Building in Hastings to the Chick Hill Bus Terminal and then
after a short stop back to Hastings. This Bus Service ran seven days a week. The
last bus home in the evening from Hastings was at 11pm so you could catch the
early bus into Hastings and then perhaps a train for a day out somewhere; spent a
day in Hastings or evening at one of the Cinemas and have an enjoyable time
without the worry of how to get home or miss part of a film.
The Doctor for Pett was Dr Cutler who held his surgery in Old London Road,
Hastings. The first time I remember seeing him, with his brown hair and beard,
was when he came to Windyways to treat me as a small child after I had put my
foot through a pane of glass and badly cut my ankle. Dr Cutler was the Doctor for
Pett until 1959 and then it was Dr Burke. In 1969 the aeroplane Dr Cutler was
flying disappeared over the English Channel with his wife and daughter aboard and
no trace was ever found.
Reg Potter was the well known Barber for Pett and surrounding areas and used to
come and cut Dad’s hair. He had a charming character and was often seen riding
his bicycle.
We had family and friends come down to stay for their holidays being a beach
nearby and Hastings, Rye and other interesting places to visit. One was Mr Cohen,
a champion chess player, his wife and their two boys who would come and stay
when Mr Cohen was attending the Chess Congress in Hastings. Mr Cohen taught me
to play Chess.
We were also asked if we could have people stay with us; like when the Boy Scouts
camped on Dunlop’s Farm we sometimes had any wives and younger children come
over to sleep.
We also had Mick, Dick and Derek, young men from the North of England as lodgers
who had been given a job by Mr Varley at his Boat Building Yard at Pett Level
adjacent to Goldsmith’s Shop.
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MEMORIES OF PETT AND PETT LEVEL continued
In Peter Woodroffe article it said this place was originally built as and I quote
“large garage for buses (and high enough for double deckers)”. Mick and Derek
did not stay long but Dick stayed on until late 1961 when the Boat Building Yard
was closed. It was closed due to complaints to Battle Rural Council by the local
Residents’ Association concerning
the noise from the yard and Mr
Varley being unable to comply with
the then imposed regulations.
This also caused the loss of jobs to
local residents.
As I come out of Windyways gate I
will now head right towards Pett
Level. I remember the bungalow
on the right of Windyways being
built and one of the builders made
Wendy and Jacqueline Kingston, Pett Level, 1953
us a dog ornament for our garden
that I still have in my garden to this day. A Mr & Mrs Guildford moved in to live
there and they had a grey Triumph Mayflower car. Walking on to my left I
remember Andy Dunlop’s house Little Buds being built for him, his wife and
forthcoming family. Further on the left a Mrs Hake lived and kept beehives and
we used to buy honey from her.
The Chick Hill Bus Terminal on the right holds fond memories for me of when I
attended Rye Secondary School and played Chess with Terry Warren on his
Travelling Chess Set whilst waiting for the East Kent Bus to leave and during the
long journey to the schools at Rye. Terry attended the Rye Grammar School and
he had an older sister Pat who went to the Secondary and later a younger brother
Jimmy who did the same. The Warren family had come down from London when
their father became Caretaker of Rye County Secondary Modern School. Mr
Warren drove a dark navy blue Morris Commercial Van and the family lived down
the lane by Goldsmith’s Shop in Pett Level.
Next to the Bus Terminal I enter the large entrance and turn left to the small
Catholic Church that had a large Wooden Cross outside with the figure of Jesus
Christ on it. Our family attended the Pett Parish Church where my Mum sang in
the Choir. When a Catholic lady stayed with us it was decided for some reason
that both my sister and I should attend a Catholic Service with her. She tied a
black headscarf on our heads and we led the way to the Church. Being young
children we were given an insight of a Catholic Church to Christen Church that we
always attended.
I retrace my steps back to the road and I walk across it to the Royal Mail Box and
taking a few steps more I am now standing on the crest of Chick Hill with its
warning steep hill road sign. I, as a child and well into my teens loved to run up
from the bottom of the steep part of Chick Hill to the very top of this crest near
the Bus Terminal without stopping at all.
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2021 winner Ava age 11

DESIGN OUR PETT LEVEL POSTCARDS FOR 2022
Children’s Art Competition

What’s special about Pett Level in the spring? Games on the beach? Ducklings on the
military canal? Blossom on the trees? If you can think of anyone under 16 who might be
looking for something to do over the school holidays, why not get them to capture their
favourite thing about Pett Level at this time of year as a drawing, a painting, a collage –
anything they like – and enter our competition. Its free to enter and there will be two
winners this year – a junior award for under 10’s and a senior award for 10 - 16 year olds.
Both the winning pictures will be turned into postcards that will be available for sale in the
village over the summer.
Competition Deadline: Friday 27th May 2022. Winners announced on Sunday 29th May.
Junior and Senior Prizes: £30 voucher and a framed copy of their postcard once printed
Download entry forms and competition rules from Pett Level Preservation Trust Facebook
page, www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org, www.pettnet.org.uk
Post or drop completed entries off at:
Whitelands (box on the driveway)
Bottom of Chick Hill
Pett Level TN35 4EQ
All proceeds go to The Pett Level Preservation Trust, a small group of volunteers who
protect 24 acres of Pett Level land as a haven for wildlife and simply for people to enjoy.
Support us by becoming a member for only £30 a year. www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org
for details
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Pett Level Preservation Trust
DESIGN OUR PETT LEVEL POSTCARDS FOR 2022
ENTRY FORM

•

Pictures should be ‘landscape’ (long sides of the paper at top & bo8om), and no bigger than A4. All
entries must be marked with the child’s name, age and parent’s contact details then posted or dropped
oﬀ in a sealed envelope by noon Friday 27th May 2022 with the completed entry form.
Post/Drop completed entries oﬀ at:
Whitelands
Bo8om of Chick Hill
Pe8 Level TN35 4EQ
(box on the driveway)

•

All entries will be exhibited at The New Beach Club 28th-29th May 2022.

•

Judging will take place on Saturday 28th May 2022 and the winner will be announced on 29th May 2022

•

1st prize for junior and senior category winners is a £30 voucher and framed copy of the ﬁnal postcard
once printed.

•

Compe``on rules downloadable from our Facebook page, www.pe8preserva`ontrust.org and
www.pe8net.org.uk

Child’s Name
Address

Child’s
Age

Your Telephone
Your Email
No of pictures
submi8ed

□

I give permission for PLPT to process this personal data for the purposes of this
compe``on only.
The PLPT Consent & Privacy Statements can be found on the website at h8ps://
pe8levelpreserva`ontrust.org/consent-privacy-statements/

Final deadline for submission of entries: noon GMT on Friday 27th May 2022
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MEMORIES OF PETT AND PETT LEVEL continued
Walking down Chick Hill on my left was a track to Bainbridge’s greenhouses where
we used to go to buy his tomatoes; the most tasty tomatoes I have ever tasted to
this day. Nearby is Dunlop’s Farm track that leads to their field where they had a
hay barn built.
A playmate of mine was Linda Constable and her younger sister Gillian when Ken
Constable and his daughters lived at both Chick Hill and then Pett Level for a time.
On the brow of the steep part of Chick Hill was a house called Hill Top and a Mrs
Bruder lived there. Across from Hill Top was a small ranch fence that could be
climbed over to walk down the fields to Pett Level or vice versa. It was amusing to
watch the trouble some drivers in their cars had climbing the steep hill and
grinding to a halt. We could tell by this those who knew about driving up a steep
hill to those that didn’t. I remember our neighbour Mrs Pitt Roberts when I was a
passenger in her Ford Consul car; on overtaking a black car that had stopped
completely the man in the car opened his car door and hit her light beige car with
it. She stopped immediately and told the man in no uncertain terms what she
thought of him and about his driving ability!
I walk down Chick Hill to the bottom and looking left is a very sad memory about a
boy I knew at school in the early 1960s who drowned in the water there through a
bike accident on Christmas Day. I can see him but cannot remember his name but
on making enquiries with someone who had lived at Pett Level believes his name
was Barry Hodgekins or Hodget. On the right was a track with some houses;
occasionally I walked to the far end, through a five-barred gate to walk across the
fields, sometimes with sheep and even lambs in, until I reached the hedge at the
back of Windyways with its small gate that I entered and was home.
I now walk straight to the T-Junction and on the left-hand corner was a Building
Upon Stilts with wooden steps leading to a Shop. The Shopkeeper was Miss Broad
who usually dressed in black. The shop seemed rather long and vast to me as a
small child which made me feel uneasy sometimes when I shopped there on my
own. But just as I reached 9 years old my Mum suddenly died this lady was so kind
to me and I always remember her with affection.
Continuing left I stop outside the Boat Building Yard and am reminded of a boy
called Neil who lived at Pett Level with his parents. His Dad had an unusual Car as
part of it was a Wooden Boat! It was well known and talked about at the time.
The small thatched building in front was a small refreshment place with bar and
stools. They made delicious strawberry milk shakes and at one time Pat Warren
worked there. Adjacent to these was the Goldsmith’s Shop. Joe Goldsmith used to
deliver our daily newspaper to Windyways.
I now cross over to the right-hand side of the road to where the Public Toilet Block
is and I remember being grateful as a small child for the child’s toilet as the adult
ones were a bit too big for me!
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I carry on and turn right into a track and then left up and over a bank to where
Holiday Caravans were and straight on to the beach with its red/brownish sand.
Attached are two photographs of this part of Pett Level Beach taken in the early
1950s. One photograph is of me with my elder sister Wendy and the other is of me
with a family friend. From these photographs can be seen how sandy the beach was
but most importantly the Beach Defences that were erected to protect against an
invasion of the enemy in World War Two and also a Pill Box.
In WWII at Pett Level along the sea road on high ground was built a brick
Observation Post that looked out to sea where a watch could be kept for any sign of
an invasion. As children we used to have fun playing there, climbing the steep
vertical ladder to look through a wide slit and enjoy the panoramic view. Near this
building was a bunker that I was informed years ago no longer exists.
Returning back to where I was on the beach; I liked to walk along the Wooden
Breakwaters that were quite high at the time. The Pett Level Cave was not far away
and when we walked up the path to it there was, for a long time, a large Sea Mine
in a bush and Dad insisted that we never touched it. On entering the Cave there
was an opening not far in that looked out to sea. I spent many a happy time in the
Cave both as a child and also in my teens and felt so sad when I could no longer get
to it and even sadder when it had gone.
With my family I used to get ‘winkles’ from the rocks that we took home and cooked
for our tea and ate by getting them out with a pin. In the summer season us and
some other locals went ‘beachcombing’ after the beach visitors had left.
Our family liked going for walks and one was along the beach under the cliffs. We
checked the tide times and
started our walk at Pett Level
when the tide was on the turn
to go out. We walked until
we came to the part where
there were some rough steps
leading up to a cliff top in
Fairlight. We then made our
way home by different routes.
We used to walk down to
Chick Hill to the T-Junction
then across the road to a
small opening with a path
that led to the cliffs and
walked over the cliffs;
sometimes we walked all the Above a Postcard ‘Pett Level From The Cliffs’. may
way to Hastings to do our date from the 1930s.
shopping then catch the bus
home. Before I leave the cliffs a boy I knew from school called Peter fell over the
cliffs and survived. When he returned to Guestling School he had like a bruised
lump on his temple and it was still there when not long after starting Rye Secondary
School he left to go to another school.
More of this reminiscence next month
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COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES & CONTACTS
Recreation ground and play area (except the bowling green, sports pavilions, tennis
courts and cricket pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association)
Defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the Royal Oak
War memorial at Pett Church
Several roadside benches, noticeboards and village signs
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine
Roads (inc Road Markings, Road Signs, Drains, Potholes, fallen trees)
Verges & Footpaths
Planning (applications, decisions, appeals, etc)
Refuse & Recycling
Fly-Tipping & Pollution
Dog & Pest Control
Beach Bye-Laws
Sea Wall at Pett Level

PPC
PPC
PPC
PPC
PPC
ESCC
ESCC
RDC
RDC
RDC
RDC
RDC
EA

PETT PARISH COUNCIL (PPC)
In addition to the above responsibilities PPC can also provide a parish wide
view on planning applications. PPC may be able to help you find out who to
contact if you have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being
dealt with, and can assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event
of continued poor service.
COUNCILLORS
Alan Crouch (Vice-Chair)
01424
813145
cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk
Andrew Dunlop
01424 813368
cllr.andrew.dunlop@pettnet.org.uk
David Penfold (Chair)
01424 813003
cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk
Chris Saint
01424 813047
cllr.chris.saint@pettnet.org.uk
Richard Smith
01424 316117
cllr.richard.smith@pettnet.org.uk
David Terrell
07968 584276
cllr.david.terrell@pettnet.org.uk
Mike Wilkins
01424 813206
cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk
PARISH CLERK
Mary Philo 01797 270790
clerk@pettnet.org.uk
Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH
TREE WARDEN
Marcus Foster
07812 024070
mail@marcus-foster.com
FLOOD WARDEN
VACANCY
ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL (RDC)
01424 787000; www.rother.gov.uk/residents
Councillor Andrew Mier 01424 814178
cllr.andrew.mier@rother.gov.uk
Roger Bird
01424 813636
cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk
EAST SUSSEX COUNCIL (ESCC)
www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem
0345 6080190;
www.eastsussex.gov.uk
Councillor Keith Glazier 07957 377844
cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA)

03708 506 506
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VILLAGE CONTACTS
Allotments
ARC
Badminton
Bowls Club
British Legion
Cricket Club
Dance Fitness
Flower Show
Gardening Club
Neighbourhood Watch
Pett Churches
- Warden
- Friends
- St Nicholas
Pett Level Preservation
Trust
Pilates
Fitness Pilates
POPP
Pole Dancing
PVH Committee
Short Mat Bowls
Stoolball
Tennis Club
The Club
Village Voices
WI
Yoga Class
ROOMS FOR HIRE
Methodist Chapel
Sports Pavilion
Village Hall
New Beach Club

Libby Rothwell
David Breakell
Anne
&
Paul
Wadey
Eddie Quinlan
Brian Green
Andrew Dunlop
Laura Mitchell
Philippa
Strickland
Bob Harris
Caroline Turner

07714 340674
812964
316209

815151
813368

bob.june@btopenworld.com
littlebudspett@gmail.com

John Case
Gill Plank
Fran Rogers
Theresa Noutch

812244
812154
812964
814370

johncase@me.com
gillplank@yahoo.com

Belinda Weber
Susan Trimmer
Enquiries
Jane Baldwin
Tim Rothwell
Eric Butler
Janet Fuller
Stuart Ware
Wendy Hatch
Wendy Hatch
Amanda Leeson
Robin Hutt
Wendy Hatch
Stuart Ware
Clare Walker

PETT VILLAGE
HALL
500 CLUB
WINNERS

431463
812450
813368
07527 105352
814384

libby.rothwell891@gmail.com
info@thearc.uk
pawadey@tiscali.co.uk
toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk
lauramitchell6@sky.com
pstrickl@icloud.com

theresanoutch@aol.com
belinda.weber9@gmail.com
susantrimmerfitness@gmail.com

07917 923975
07403 256148
07850 469314
814869
01303 873227
815197
812297
812297
07968 443646
813182
812297
815197
07718 518053
812080

jane@mrzen.co.uk
timrothwell9@gmail.com
joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk
petttennisclub@gmail.com
familyhatch1@gmail.com
familyhatch1@gmail.com
pettwi.sec@gmail.com
robinhutt@btinternet.com
familyhatch1@gmail.com
sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
clare.pettvillagehall@gmail.com
info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk

1ST CAROLINE TURNER
2ND GILL PLANK
3RD PAULINE ROWLAND
DRAW DATE 6TH APRIL 2022

FOR MARCH 2022

pettvillagehall.co.uk
Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693
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