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THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 

or 07525032198 Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 

815022 Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator, 01424 812323 And not forgetting our distribution 

team of up to 20 volunteers 

If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we offer a Subscription 

Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by 

downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk DEADLINES:  Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of 

each month. Adverts (new, changes, payments) - MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month. 

Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten please contact us first 

otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and phone number. When submitting 

letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. No letter will be 

published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received.  Pett & 

Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every reasonable effort has been made 

to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the publishers or the news team can be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors 

of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the 

publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this 

publication. 

Welcome
Hello and welcome to the April edition of the Pett & Pett Level magazine. As I write, the 
sun is shining and Spring has well and truly sprung in the woods and lanes around Pett 
and Pett Level. The daffodils are, yet again, putting on a magnificent show throughout 
the village, the bluebells are starting to appear in the woods and the birds are busy 
gathering material for their nests - a sure sign that whatever else is happening in this 
world, we can take a simple pleasure in the ever changing seasons and enjoy the 
glorious countryside in which we are so lucky to live.


We are planning a local history edition of the magazine for May, to celebrate the work 
of the Archive Resource Centre (ARC), so please do send us your memories of life in 
Pett & Pett Level. One of the aims of the ARC is to capture and record the memories of 
residents and to celebrate the history of this unique part of East Sussex. If you have 
old photographs please do consider contacting ARC, who will be able to take copies 
of the original images and ensure that they are recorded and preserved for future 
generations. 


Enjoy the Spring! Best wishes


John  

Front Cover photograph: Entrance to Market Wood, Pett 
by John Case
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Dear Editor


I am a lifelong artist poet, my brother lives in 
the village, hence I've

known the place and

environs for many years. Recently I moved to 
Hastings. As a naturalist I

visit Pett Levels a great deal, and write about 
it continually - you can

find two or three of my poems in the church 
there.

I am on Wikipedia as John R Parsons. If you 
have time to look, I am known there largely 
for writing haiku. I enclose a short

poem, From Wickham Cliff if you would like 
to use it for the magazine.


Also, I would like to point out, that in the last 
issue there was a mention

of "water dropwort" as being "corky-fruited" 
may I point out that its a

deadly poison, Hemlock.


With best wishes,


John Parsons

From Wickham Cliff by John R Parsons 

Two Egyptian geese

eye me warily then stroll

self-consciously off


From Wickham Cliff

each infinite inch of the levels

solid with plant, insect or mycelial life,

each holding within,

its own infinite variety, as I too am,

so why this despondency,

why try to still each eternal moment

within confines of memory?


The calls of gulls, and moorhens,

the slow motion of sheep and shadows,

the ripples of light on seed heads of reeds

on the marshes below.


All far too much for this solitary mind,

already slipping back from the moment,

as if on its own, previously arranged, return.


Does passing gossamer

have some preordained

destination


Letters to the Editor

Garden Bonfires  
East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service is reminding people to avoid having bonfires 
during the pandemic, especially during lockdowns.


With a significant number of people still suffering breathing problems due to Covid 19, 
the smoke can make it even more difficult for them.

Waste recycling centres are open with strict social distancing controls. Legally you 
cannot get rid of household waste if it will cause pollution or harm people’s health. This 
includes burning it. 


Your council can issue an ‘abatement notice’ if a neighbour’s bonfire is causing a 
nuisance. A bonfire must happen frequently to be considered a nuisance.


Your neighbour can be fined up to £5,000 if they don’t follow the rules of the notice.
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Bob Heather, a tribute

Bob died on 2nd March aged 83 and his funeral was 
held at Pett Church on 17th March and he was buried 
in the churchyard.  He lived in Pett Level until the last 
two years when he had to move to a care home, 
Bethune Court, St. Leonards because of his vascular 
dementia.  We are hoping to have a memorial service 
for him on 25th September in Pett Church. 


Dementia is such a cruel disease.  At the moment 
there is no cure and although there are drugs 
designed to slow down the symptoms, they seem to 
have little effect.  This is a very difficult time to ask for 
money but we hope you will at least consider a 
donation to Alzheimers Research UK, Granta Park, 
Cambridge CB21 6AD.  The collection at Bob’s 
funeral raised £175 for them.


Bob trained as a Quantity Surveyor and later assisted 
in organising building contracts internationally.  His 
clients were in the main Japanese companies and he 

worked in many different countries including Holland, Germany, Ceylon, Nigeria, 
Jordan and Turkey.  His last job was in Brazil.  


 Bob started his own company based in Rye and he lived in East Guldeford. He was 
enthusiastic about Rye but he felt that it was increasingly becoming a place for 
tourists to visit rather than a working town.  
He came to love living in Pett Level, mainly 
because of his love of the sea.  He became 
a trustee of the Pett Level Preservation 
Trust.


Any obituary of Bob will contain a lot of the 
word “also”.  Bob had an open mind and a 
wide range of interests and always wanted 
to learn new skills. He was a keen sailor 
and a member of the Rye Harbour Sailing 
Club.  He loved sailing to France, including 
racing.  Bob was also keen on art.  He 
enjoyed visiting art galleries and was on the 
committee running the Rye Art Gallery. He 
went to art classes and painted mainly 
landscapes.  He was very good at wood 
engraving.  Bob was keen on all sorts of 
music, especially jazz. 


Continued on page 9 
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Bob Heather - a tribute (continued from page 7) 
For some years Bob served  as a Governor of Hastings College and was also one of 
the first governors of the then newly built Filsham Valley School.  Bob regularly 
attended Pett Church and was a member of the Parochial Church Council and a 
conscientious and efficient Treasurer for some years. 


Many of his family and friends and also those who knew him less well have described 
him as a gentleman and someone who was courteous, kind and good-humoured.  His 
dementia increasingly removed those characteristics but a couple of weeks before he 
died he saw one of the carers moving some large boxes in the corridor and he told 
her it was too much for her and he was going to help her!


Memories may be the most important tribute we can give to those who have died.  
There are many who will continue to remember Bob with affection and admiration and 
gratitude.

One of Bob Heather’s wonderful wood engravings - St Mary & St Peter Church in 
Pett, with St Andrew’s Fairlight in the distance
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Pett Parish Council News - David Penfold
The council met in March, still virtually, and its first item of business was to co-opt Chris 
Saint to the council. I am sure that, as a previous district councillor and one-time chair 
of the parish council, Chris requires no introduction to the village. I am sure that his 
experience will mean that he will be a valuable member of the council. 

There has been much public comment about the annual parish meeting, since one was 
not held last year, and the meeting is supposed to be held before the end of April.  The 
parish meeting will now be held virtually on Tuesday 20th April at 7.30. A link will be 
put on Pettnet. In addition, as suggested by some people and as took place in Fairlight 
two years ago, there will be a community day on Saturday 7th August, once social 
distancing is no longer necessary. There may be a meeting of parishioners during the 
day, but this cannot formally be a parish meeting as parish meetings have to take place 
after 6.00 pm. It is hoped that it will be possible to have stalls from village organisations 
as well as from the police and Highways.  

As, currently, the legislation that allows councils to meet virtually comes to an end on 
7th May, the council AGM, at which the chair, vice-chair and representatives on other 
organisations are elected, will be held virtually on Wednesday 5th May. In addition, it is 
hoped to meet face to face on 22nd June to agree the parish return to the external 
auditor; face-to-face meetings will be allowed from 21st June as things stand and the 
return must be made by 30 June, so there is only a small window of opportunity.  

The council has received a grant from Rother to sort out the drainage around the tennis 
court at the recreation ground. It is not clear as yet when the work will be carried out as 
cricket club members are concerned about damage to the outfield by heavy plant 
crossing.  

Also on the recreation ground, the Sports Association plans to level the south-east 
corner, where the net is, so as to make the net more usable, while, elsewhere, the 
council is looking at the options for managing the tress between the village hall and the 
allotments. And, with reference to the allotments, the council is hoping shortly to sign a 
new lease for the next five years. 

The latest consultation concerning the Rother corporate plan proposes devolving the 
public conveniences to parish councils. As the public toilet at Pett Level is used mainly 
by visitors, rather than residents, the council has responded to the consultation by 
pointing out that the conveniences are much more than a local facility and should be 
considered as part of the infrastructure for sustainable tourism and, by implication, be 
funded more broadly.  

Finally, I have been made aware that bags of dog faeces are being left by footpaths, 
which is most unpleasant for those who have to remove them. So, if you are a dog 
owner, take your dog’s poo home! In this connection, the council is aware of the 
state of the dog poo bin at the village hall. This has been reported to Rother and a new 
bin requested (not for the first time). Ideally, this should take both dog poo and ordinary 
litter. However, we shall see what is provided.
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Fruit and Vegetables  
Local Seasonal Produce 
Available to order 
 

Locally Made Bread 
Local Milk 
Range of Groceries 
 

Newspapers Mon - Sat 
1st & 2nd Class Postage 
Stamps in stock 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday 8am - 1pm 
Tuesday 8am - 5pm  
Wednesday 8am - 4pm 
Thursday 8am - 4pm 
Friday 8am - 5pm 
Saturday 8am - 4pm 
 

Beef, Lamb, Pork  
and Chicken raised to 
High Welfare Standards  
and locally sourced  
wherever possible 
 

Wide range of 
Homemade Sausages 
and Burgers 

For News and Offers 
follow us on Facebook: 
@pettbutchersshop 
 
PETT ROAD, Guestling 
Tel: (01424) 812148 
Email: theoldbutchersshoppett@gmail.com 
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
7:30 pm

via Zoom
(link will be put on Pettnet)

Tuesday 20th April
The 2021 Annual Parish Meeting 

takes place on Tuesday 20th 
April virtually via Zoom

This is  opportunity to 
come and discuss matters of 
importance to the community

YOUR

We would also like to hear about 
your ideas for the village facilities 
and for anything else you would 

like to discuss
ALL PETT RESIDENTS ARE 

WELCOME SO PLEASE 
ATTEND
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SPEEDING AND ROAD SAFETY – DAVID PENFOLD 

I understand that there has been much discussion recently about road safety and 
speeding in the village. This, therefore, seems a good time to clarify a number of 
points about this topic and to explain some of the measures and actions that are in 
place to improve road safety throughout the county. While it may not always be 
evident, much is being done to try and improve both road safety and driver 
behaviour.


As I have reported in detail in past issues of the parish news, representatives of the 
parish council hold a six-monthly meeting with East Sussex Highways. Before each 
meeting, I have asked for any problems to be communicated to me so that I can put 
them on the agenda of that meeting. Some of you have done that; thank you. While 
Highways have no control over driver behaviour, they do cover the infrastructure that 
is able to limit excess speed and other dangerous practices – as well as pot holes!


The other body involved is, of course, the police. There are two units that deal with 
aspects of speeding and driver behaviour, the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership 
(SSRP) and the Roads Policy Unit (covering Surrey and both parts of Sussex). The 
latter is, as its name implies, concerned with policy, but will also take note of specific 
dangerous situations as they affect policy, while SSRP deals with the day-to-day 
issues. SSRP has been contacted about speeding in Pett and a positive reply has 
been received from the head of the unit. It is too soon to say what will come of this.


It has been suggested that there might be a referendum on reducing the speed limit 
on Chick Hill. Such a referendum would have little effect as a reduction in speed limit 
is decided essentially by Highways and the police and their decision is mainly based 
on accident statistics and the number of deaths and serious injuries that occur. About 
five years ago Guestling Parish Council tried to get the speed limit on Friars Hill 
reduced from 40 mph to 30 mph. The Chair of Guestling PC has kindly let me have 
some information about that. Following speed monitoring, they were advised that ‘a 
30mph speed limit . . . is not considered to be a sufficient priority for funding from the 
County Council budget for road safety due to its good safety record.’ I think one 
would get a similar reaction regarding Chick Hill, particularly as the speed limit is 
already only 30 mph. Guestling were advised that they could still ask for a reduced 
speed limit, but they would have to pay for the measures that were needed. The cost 
was likely to be over £20,000. They decided that this was too high a cost. For Chick 
Hill, discussions with SSRP may be a better option.


An initiative from the Rother Association of Parish Councils (RALC) involves the 
purchase of cameras that record vehicle speeds (but not details of individual 
vehicles). The police and Highways have both said that they will use the data from 
these cameras to identify ‘hot spots’ and take appropriate action. Catsfield PC have 
bought a camera and the statistics that can be derived look useful. Maybe Pett, 
perhaps together with Guestling and/or Fairlight, should consider buying a camera 
(cost about £3000), which can be relocated, although identifying useful sites is not 
always easy. Finally, please remember SpeedWatch. Although people in Pett express 
concern over speeding, volunteers have been few. Please think again about this!
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News from Pett WI  
by Belinda Wood, President 
Whilst a suitable celebratory party is on 

hold until we are 
able to al l be 
together again, 
we did mark our 
longest serving 
m e m b e r , J o s 
C o b y ’ s 8 0 t h 
b i r t h d a y, l a s t 
m o n t h b y 
s e n d i n g h e r 
b i r t h d a y 
greetings along 
with our secretary 
Amanda Leeson 
w h o m a d e a 
socially distanced 
visit to deliver 
Jos her favourite 
ginger cake with 
l e m o n i c i n g - 

beautifully made by social secretary Sally 
Watson.  


Our guest Zoom presenter last month was 
artist Jackie Sumerfield from Lancashire 
who held us all engrossed during her 
presentation as she showed us how to put 
together a journal – using items that many 
of us no doubt already have stashed away 
in our “memory boxes” or just in an 
envelope or bottom of a drawer waiting for 
us to do something with!  You know the sort 
of thing - menu cards after a special meal, a 
leaf picked up on an autumn walk that was 
too beautiful to leave on the ground, old 
theatre tickets, a piece of ribbon from a 
beautifully wrapped gift you’ve received, a 
birthday card which was like a piece of art.  
Jackie inspired and motivated many of us 
to get started on this new hobby and we 
have already created a Pett WI What’s App 
group specifically to discuss and show off 
our creations!  


Last month myself and other members were 
all set to “attend” the first ever virtual East 
Sussex Federation of WIs Annual Meeting 
where amongst the usual agenda of 
presentations of annual accounts and 
reports we were looking forward to being 
entertained by ex- Communard band 
member, Radio 4 presenter, journalist and 
of course Church of England parish priest 
Richard Coles.   


Members of the community, including our 
good neighbours in Fairlight and Guestling, 
continue to generously donate towards our 
Pett WI Community Aid appeal and for that 
we, and Rye Foodbank are so very grateful.  
We ask for non-perishable food items, (tins, 
packets, cartons).  When donating we 
would be so grateful if you could just check 
that items are still in date please.  In Pett 
you can leave donations at the lobby inside 
Pett Village Hall, The Old Butcher's Shop, 1 
Arthur's Close and in Pett Level at "Nanini 
Tal", Cliff End Lane.   If you'd like to make a 
financial donation, this can either be by 
cheque (made payable to Pett WI) and sent 
to Jane Sweaney at "Oakhurst", Pett Road, 
Pett, TN35 4HG or made directly into the 
Pett WI Bank Account - Lloyds Bank - Sort 
Code: 30-98-97 - Account No: 70587368 - 
with the reference for both as "Food Bank" 
please.


A new WI year begins this month!  Why not 
join us?  We’ve got some great ideas for 
new sub-groups and speaker presentations.  
Our current membership includes women of 
all ages from the nearby villages and Rye, 
Hastings and St Leonards too. Email us on 
pettwi@outlook.com if you would like a 
membership pack.  From 1 April the annual 
subscription is £44 – around £3.65 a month 
for enrolment into a fabulously warm and 
welcoming group!  Search for us on 
Facebook and for more details about the WI 
visit thewi.org.uk 
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Saturday 31st July 2021  
The Flower Show Committee are 
currently holding meetings successfully 
by conference call and the AGM was 
h e l d a s a Z o o m M e e t i n g o n 
Wednesday 3 March at 19.00 hours.


Each year when writing my Chairman’s 
Report, I start by going back to last 
year’s, which often made entertaining 
reading. However, there is little to 
report for 2020 as we did not hold a full 
show, but we did have a virtual one for 
the Young People’s Classes; the 
entries were excellent.


We chose to carry out the judging by 
meeting for coffee outside at TicToc on 
25th July, the planned Show day. After 
beautiful weather al l week, the 
Almighty chose to give us a gale. The 
highlight was when a gust took our 
paperwork off the table and scattered 
it to all quarters. Fortuitously it was not 
too damaged by the rain. We took the 
wise decision to award prizes to all the 
entries. There is a lot of junior talent in 
our community.


Our financial position is sound with few 
expenses in the year. 


We are looking carefully at expenditure 
a s 2 0 2 1 p a n s o u t w i t h i n t h e 
government guidelines.


The committee have decided that, as 
we were unable to test it last year, this 
year the show will be staged at the 
Village Hall. This is a break from 
tradition, but we feel that it is important 
to give it a trial.The Committee wish to 
retain all the usual elements and 
sincerely hope the folks of Pett will 
continue to support the Show. 
Nevertheless, I believe we shall need 
to review the stalls and sideshows for 
our 2021 event, particularly as several 
need forward planning, along with 
availability of the concessions.


Lastly, I am incredibly grateful to all the 
Committee members for their support. 
They give thoughtful advice, creative 
ideas and commitment to making the 
Show a success.  Although not a 
Committee Member, we thank Sue 
D e n g a t e a n d h e r b u d d i e s f o r 
administering the entries.


We want the Pett Flower Show to grow 
from strength to strength to achieve 
100 years!


In the current climate, until we know 
what rules will be in place for social 
distancing this summer, the Committee 
have decided to delay the distribution 
of the schedule with the parish news 
until May, but the schedule will be 
available on Pettnet as soon as it has 
been finalised. 


/Continued on page 20
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Pett Flower Show & Fayre - continued from page 18 
The theme of the show is, appropriately, ‘We’ll Meet Again’. All the vegetable and 
flower classes remain unchanged, as do the home produce classes, apart from the 
cake, which is a cherry almond loaf. The flower arranging subjects will be announced 
later, while the young people’s classes are (in addition to cake making and flower 
arranging):


For adults, the painting subject is ‘A Local Landscape’, the photography subject 
‘Family’ and the handicraft subject – Make a wind chime, using recycled materials.  

The other classes are unchanged. 

Wishing all are staying safe, 

Philippa M. Strickland (Chairman P&DHS) 

Under 5 Years 
(Child and 

helper): Paint or 
draw a picture 

of ‘Someone you 
would love to 

see’

5–8 Years:  

Make a sea-shell 
clock face; Paint 
or draw a party 
invitation; Grow 

a cress head

9–14 Years:  

Paint or draw a 
picture of the sea 
shore at low tide; 

Make a Tardis (max 
height 12 inches/30 

cm); Grow four 
radishes
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MY GARDEN BLOG      

By Gill Plank 
Another Spring - and what wonderful 
weather we had during the last two weeks 
of February. It made me rush out to get 
everything ready for planting – although 
the aches and pains that come with a 
sudden surge of physical activity slow 
one down a little. The weather has 
certainly helped memories of the past 
year fade and shoots of optimism take 
hold. Since then we have had an 
interesting mixture of bright days, frosty 
nights and, as I write this, gales and rain.


The birds certainly make it sound like 
Spring. I hung out some nesting material 
and something has been taking it. The 
blue and great tits are especially busy and 
rooks and woodpeckers in particular are 
very noisy in their nest making. The ducks 
that come to my back door every morning 
are pairing up, although difficult when 
there are 4 females and 12 males!!


Snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils have 
put on a magnificent show. Bright 
coloured camellias are now in evidence 
although bitten by the recent frost and 
rather brown looking in places.


I have prepared the vegetable area for 
planting – one benefit of lockdown and 
mild weather - and have even planted 
some early potatoes (this week sees the 
last of the potatoes I grew last year so 
they were amazingly successful. I will 
have to buy some this week!). 


I acquired a fruit cage last Autumn and 
following a couple of weeks' work it is 
now ready for this year’s harvest. In it are 
raspberries, strawberries and redcurrants 
which have always been subject to bird 
and badger theft.


My greenhouse is now ready and waiting 
for tomato and pepper plants and I have a 
new plastic tunnel greenhouse for 
growing and protecting seeds and plants 
until safe to plant out (the wonders again 
of lockdown onl ine order ing and 
delivery!). 


I have even managed to get in a first 
grass cut to my upper lawn. The rabbits 
deal with the field at the bottom of the 
garden so save me some expense but 
provide many unwanted holes. 


I only have two cats now. Mango has lost 
his friend Bertie who got run over just 
before Christmas but Samson, the kitten I 
rescued last Autumn, keeps h im 
company. His exuberance, however, is 
sometimes too much for Mango who 
escapes to a shelf in the greenhouse. 
Why do cats prefer other people’s 
gardens? I have a plot of almost an acre 
with trees, a pond, outbuildings etc. but 
Samson likes to go over the fence into 
next door’s garden or through to the 
garden at the bottom which leads out to 
the lakes and the geese.


Speaking of next door neighbours, Ray 
has built a beautiful owl box which is 
fastened to my large silver birch tree. We 
are awaiting interest in it. Neighbours 
also have a camera trap which regularly 
picks up fox, badger, rabbit and cat. We 
are awaiting owl activity and possibly a 
visitor to my bat box. Much to look 
forward to this Spring and Summer! 
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SHEPHERDS PIE WITH CHEESE & OATMEAL 
CRUMBLE 

A post-Easter recipe - Shepherd’s pie is a vague name for any pie dish using 
leftover meat but a real shepherd’s pie is never made with raw meat – nor 
shepherds. This recipe is an alternative to using mashed potato. 

Serves 6-8 or halve the ingredients of the filling to serve 3-4 people 

For the Filling


750g-1kg (1 ½ -2lb) cooked lamb, beef or venison, finely minced

5 tbspns Sunflower oil, or similar

2 medium onions, chopped

4 carrots, peel and finely diced

2 parsnips, peeled and finely diced

1 rounded tbspn flour

600ml (1pt) water/stock – or leftover gravy

1 tbspn tomato puree

Salt & freshly ground black pepper


Topping


75g(3oz)  wholemeal or plain flour

75g (3oz) porridge oats 100g(4oz) grated cheese 

1 rounded tspn mustard powder


Heat the oil in a casserole and add the onions, carrots and parsnips.  Sauté 
gently for 10 minutes, stirring from time to time.  Add the meat and cook for 
another 2 minutes.  Stir in the flour and cook for a further 2 minutes.  Pour on the 
water/stock or gravy, tomato puree, salt and pepper.  Stir and bring to the boil.  
Cover with lid and simmer gently for 20 mins.


Mix all the crumble ingredients together, rubbing them in 
with your fingertips.  Sprinkle over the meat filling in the 
casserole and cook in a moderate oven 180c/350f/Gas 4 
for 30-35 mins until the crumble is golden brown.   

Su Fleigh

             SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN
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April’s here and finally what feels like brighter times at last! The Pett Level Independent 
Rescue Boat volunteers hope that all across the Pett Parish are safe and well. So what’s 
been going on for us, at the boathouse? Well, sad to say we’ve continued to have some 
teething troubles with our new-to-us launch and recovery vehicle. Sincere thanks go to 
Rye Oil for helping us out with the donation of a significant amount of hydraulic oil, to 
enable essential repairs.


Beach locals may have noticed that, with the slightly eased restrictions from end of March, 
we’ve re-started our Sunday sessions. We’re still in smaller numbers than usual so we can 
complete the necessary equipment checks and training activities that keep us rescue-
ready in a safe and compliant way. Normally we’d welcome visitors to stop and say hello 
but, to keep everyone safe and compliant with distancing and safety measures, it’s just 
not possible yet. For the time being, if you spot us on a Sunday morning, just give us a 
wave!


As we look ahead to the coming months, we have a few updates to be aware of: 

The published draw date for our one-prize raffle for a £5,000 hot tub, kindly donated 
by Homewood Leisure, has had to change. The new-year lockdown severely limited 
ticket sales and meant our May Open Day had to be cancelled, so the draw will now 
take place on Sunday 29th August 2021 (see below). Tickets are £2.50 each and 
there’s more info about buying these on our blog and Giving Page. Tickets are 
currently available at local retailers: The Old Butcher’s Shop, Pett; Fairlight Post 
Office and Stores; and Homewood Leisure. If any Pett residents or businesses 
would like to buy or sell some of these for us, or would like to purchase some, 
please get in touch via our website or social media.

With our planned May 2021 Open Day cancelled, we’re now hoping to hold an Open 
Day / Fundraiser event on Sunday 29th August 2021. Please save the date but do 
be aware that it’s provisional. A final decision will be made nearer the time, in 
response to any amendments and government recommendations about the lifting of 
restrictions in Stage 4 and the running of events. 

Our photo competition is up and running and we’d love for locals to be involved. 
Entries are welcome between now and September 30th 2021. Full details on our 
website.


Finally, despite the sunshine and scent of spring in the air, the usual dangers are lurking at 
the beach. From the seasonal high tides to the many recent rock falls at Cliff End, the 
beach is beautiful but hazardous. Please pass on the message to visitors not to take risks, 
but to take care and stay beach aware. Until next time, please keep in touch through our 
website https://plirb.com or our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue; Facebook 
@PettLevelRescueBoat and Instagram @pettlevelindyrescueboat.  

Pett Level Independent Rescue
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So – we are on the last lap of the Knit 
for Peace coats. Thirteen will have been 
made, that’s 1,456 squares, plus we 
have had donations of other hand-
knitted items from generous villagers.  
If you are STILL knitting squares the 
final call for delivery to me is Easter, 
otherwise we will go on forever! Photos 
of the coats can be seen on the Pett and 
Pett Level Community Facebook page. 

Are there any generous people out there 
who could donate towards these coats 
be ing de l i vered to the London 
headquarters of Knit for Peace (https://
knitfor peace.org)? They will be sent 
onwards to those who need them, in 
refugee camps in war-torn countries. 
Please contact me if you can spare a 
pound or two to help with the cost of a 
courier. 

I have heard from a few people who are 
busy making the tiny hats for Innocent 
Drinks ‘Big Knit’ but I would like to 
hear from anyone else who has started 
knitting for this good cause. (https://
www.thebigknit.co.uk/join-in). For 
every bottle purchased with a hat 
Innocent donates 25p to Age UK. The 
aim is to send 100 hats by the end of 
the summer. They take less than an hour 
to knit and about another hour to sew 
up and make a b o b b l e , o r 

w h a t e v e r y o u 
choose to put on 
the hat.  

Please see some examples below or in 
glorious colour on the Pett & Pett Level 
o n l i n e N e w s l e t t e r ( h t t p s : / /
www.pettnet.org.uk/pett-pett-level-
news-monthly) or I can let you have a 
pattern. 
Finally – if anyone has a ‘Pett’ project 
(see what I did there) that they would 
like to suggest for the focus of the Pett 
on the Knit Winter 21/22 charity project 
please let me know – all suggestions 
welcome. 

Heather Godwin 
heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk  

07977 100 296.

Pett on the Knit
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Pett Level Preservation Trust 

Design our Pett level 2021 Postcard 

Children’s Art Competition  
What’s special about Pett Level? Games on the beach? Fossil hunting at Cliff end? Our fantastic wild 
birds? If you can think of anyone under 16 who might be looking for something to do over the school 

holidays, why not get them to capture their favourite thing about Pett Level as a drawing, a painting, 
a collage – anything they like – and enter our competition. Its free to enter and the winning picture 

will be turned into a postcard that will be available for sale in the village over the summer.  

FREE entry 

Competition Deadline: Saturday 29th May 2021. Winner announced on Monday 31st May. 

Prize: £30 voucher and a framed copy of the postcard once printed 

Download entry forms and competition rules from: 
Pett Level Preservation Trust Facebook page 

www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org 
www.pettnet.org.uk 

Post or drop completed entries off at: 
Whitelands, Bottom of Chick Hill, Pett Level TN35 4EQ (box on the driveway) 

All proceeds go to The Pett Level Preservation Trust, a small group of volunteers who protect 24 acres of Pett 
Level land as a haven for wildlife and simply for people to enjoy. Support us by becoming a member for only 
£25 a year. www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org for details

Last year’s winner, by Zoe, aged 12 29



Church News
It gives us great pleasure to announce that we are now able to start some services - 
beginning on the 29th March. There obviously have to be some ‘rules and regulations’:  

• Masks and social distancing will apply. 
• A trace register will be completed 
• There may have to be some changes to the services we have planned, e.g. change 

of venue or service minister. 

Following last year’s enjoyable outside services we hope, weather permitting, to do 
something similar. Most important of all is everyone is welcome to come and join in 
the worship that we hope to provide. 
Meriel Deasey, Reader 

Church Services 
Sunday March 28th  Palm Sunday, 10.30am Holy Communion at St Mary & St Peter, Pett 
Sunday April 4th  Easter Day, 10.30am, Holy Communion 
Sunday April 11th   11.30am, St Nicholas, Pett Level, Holy Communion,(BCP) 
Sunday 18th April   10.30am Morning Worship, St Mary & St Peter, Pett 
Sunday April 25th  10.30am, Holy Communion, St Mary & St Peter, Pett 

Friends of Pett Churches  

On behalf of the Pett Parochial Church 
Council, I would like to extend my 
thanks and gratitude to all the Friends 
of Pett Churches who have renewed 
their subscriptions for 2021. We do value 
you generosity immensely and your 
contributions make a huge difference to 
the state of the churches finances. 
Thank you so much for supporting St 
Mary & St Peter church in Pett and St 
Nicholas church at Pett Level. 

I’d also like to thank Gill Plank who 
works so hard on behalf of the Friends 
and to Lesley Wilkins, the PCC Treasurer 
who manages our money so effectively. 

If you would like to become a Friend of 
Pett Churches you can found out more 
information on page 31. 
John Case, Churchwarden 

New Book! 
A 20 page, fully illustrated booklet by 
David Clarke, that not only takes you 
on a lovely walk around Pett Level, 

but also details the fascinating history 
of the area. Price £3 - available from 

St Nicholas Church.
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The Friends of Pett Churches

What do the churches in Pett & Pett Level mean to you? 

Whilst people may not attend church as often these 
days, we think there is a pride in having a village 
church, and seeing the steeple (at 75 feet) on the 
skyline. “Owning” the building is an essential part of 
the village infrastructure.  Indeed, St Mary & St Peter 
Church is in the heart of Pett Village. It is here to 
welcome anyone in times of need or celebration, 
whether for quiet contemplation or prayer, a baptism, 
wedding or funeral, or to simply enjoy the serenity of 
the building and the churchyard. Similarly, St 
Nicholas church at Pett Level provides a beautiful 
welcoming space for residents and the many 
thousands of holiday visitors each year, offering tea, 
coffee, sweets, books, gifts as well as spiritual 
nourishment.  

If you would like to become a Friend of Pett Churches 
and help us to carry out the work essential to maintaining these buildings, please 
consider setting up a Standing Order or Direct Debit with your bank or making a 
payment by bank transfer. Please include details of your name and ‘Friends’ as the 
payment reference. 


£15 individual, £25 couple, £30 family membership 

Our bank account details are: 

Account Name:   St Mary & St Peter Church 
Account Number:  54871860 
Sort Code:    30-96-26 

Alternatively, payment can be made by cash or cheque (please make cheques payable to 
“St Mary & St Peter Church” and please write “Friends” on the back of the cheque).  

Please add your contact details along with any cash or cheque payments to: The Treasurer, 
Adeleine, Pett Road, Pett, TN35 4HB. 

We thank you for your support, which will help keep the church 
at the heart of the village for many years to come. 

All money received from the Friends is spent on the church building  

31



PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Winners for February are 

1st Paul Fountain 

2nd Chris Clark 

3rd John Moon 

  

Draw Date 3rd March 2021  

!  

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693

Pett Level Public Phone 
The parish council is still waiting to 
hear if the facility will be 
removed. The council registered 
it’s objection back in March 
2020 but as a result of the 
pandemic we are still waiting to 
hear. 

The phone is working again and 
the parish council recently 
cleaned it. Thanks to local 
residents who have cleaned up 
the kiosk in the past. ‘


I attach phots of before and 
after of the kiosk.


Mary Philo

Parish Clerk


Community Library 
Notes 

We are back!! Wednesday 14th April, 
10 - 12. We have to continue outside, 
so let's hope for fine weather. And 
please observe social distancing and 
other health rules. We so look forward 
to seeing you.


Anna and Vivien
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Guestling Bradshaw Church of England Primary School  

 

Celebrating World Book Day 2021 
On the 4th March, we celebrated World Book day.  

At Guestling Bradshaw, reading is at the heart of our curriculum and we wanted to do something extra 
special as so many of our pupils were learning from home, so this year we celebrated our very first 

Great British Book Off! 

Children were challenged to make a cake inspired by one of their favourite books.                                               
We thought you might like to see some of the yummy creations they made. 

Here are the seven winners! 

    
Our Reception winner- Beth, 
was inspired by’ The secret 
Garden’ her shortbread 
scene was of Mary looking 
after the roses.  

Zoe told us: “My creation 
has been inspired by one 
of my favourite books: 
Charlotte’s Web. I made 
a giant cookie and iced it 
to look like a web. I 
made the spider from 
chocolate brownies 
squidged up into a ball 
and covered it in 
chocolate. I then used 
cocktail sticks and 
carefully fed them into 
the middle of the cola 
laces to make the legs. 

Eden got her inspiration from 
the story- ‘The Pug who 
wanted to be a Unicorn’ by 
Bella Swift 

My cake is inspired by Harry Potter. 
Each Layer of sponge is a different 
colour representing the 4 houses of 
Hogwarts- Rebecca Yr5 

Lisa in Year 1 was inspired by the stories of  Peter 
Rabbit by Beatrix Potter. Her strawberry flan looks 
scrumptious! 

Mica used the Wizard of Oz 
written by L. Frank Baum.as 
her inspiration. She told us 
that in the book the magic 
slipers were silver: M.G.M 
changed them to ruby 
slippers for the move to take 
greater advantage of its 
cinematography which was 
still rare in 1939! 

I chose George’s Marvellous Medicine 
because I love the way George makes a 
medicine by using his imagination and 
pouring anything in to it! I really enjoyed 
this book- it inspired me!- Dolly Y3 
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When you think about gulls, do you think 
- noisy, messy, and a general nuisance, 
or magnificent, resourceful, and 
mischievous?  I guess most people would 
answer ‘all of the above, but tending 
towards the early part of the description 
and maybe big rather than magnificent’.  
Though generally thought of as coastal 
species, their ability to adapt and live 
on a large variety of food means that 
many species can survive far inland.  
Most of that food is unwittingly provided 
by us humans in the form of landfill 
waste sites, carelessly discarded litter, 
or inadequately contained food waste.  
It’s no wonder that they associate 
humanity with food and become 
opportunistic thieves when we eat out 
of doors.  As far as noise is concerned, 
their loud, unmelodic and raucous calls 
are never associated with the term 
birdsong and are considered intrusive 
and hard on the ears.  Messiness, I guess 
we have to live with.  They are big birds 
with an appetite to match and 
consequently produce large quantities of 
guano that we have to wash off our cars 

and clothes and sometimes skin.  We 
should just be thankful that they rarely 
perch in trees. 

Even nature lovers can find gulls hard 
going and to one group of nature lovers - 
the birdwatchers - they present a 
different challenge, the challenge of 
identification.  Gulls are a difficult 
group of birds to identify.  Not only are 
they all in the same white, grey, and 
occasional black livery, but they have 
completely different juvenile plumage 
which they retain for 2 or three years.  
Take black-backed gulls, for example.  
They come in two flavours - lesser 
black-backed gull and greater black-
backed gull.  Naturally the lesser is 
smaller than the greater, but as they 
tend to have different feeding habits 
and habitats, then there are few 
opportunities to see them side by side 
for a size comparison.  One useful 
distinguishing feature is that the lesser 
gull has yellow legs, and the greater gull 
has pink legs.  The juveniles of both 
species have pink legs, just to make life 
harder for the birdwatcher. 

I had my own challenge recently when 
the field at the back of us had a number 
of black-headed gulls (Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus) padding about looking for 
insects.  I noticed two that were slightly 
different to the rest.  Having seen them 
before, I knew that they were 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n g u l l s ( L a r u s 
melanocephalus), but the differences 
between them and black-headed gulls 
are quite small. 

Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy
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Of course, the classical scholars amongst 
you will have noticed that Larus 
melanocephalous means black-headed 
gull.  The more obscure Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus means coloured-headed 
laughing gull.  And that describes one of 
the differences between them.  Both are 
grey and white with red legs and beak, 
but the common name - black-headed 
gull - is misleading, it actually has a dark 
chocolate brown head rather than a 
black head.  At a casual glance, the head 
looks black but a good view with 
binoculars will show the rich brown 
‘cap’. 

The term cap indicates another 
difference between the two species.  
The black-headed gull’s headwear looks 
like a cap tilted forwards, whereas that 
of the Mediterranean gull is more of a 
hood extending down to the nape of the 
neck.  Should you need any other 
identification pointers, both have a 
white eye ring but the Mediterranean 
gulls’ is more prominent.  The 
Mediterranean gull also lacks the black 
wing-tips that the black-headed gull has. 

The more obscure Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus means coloured-headed 
laughing gull.  And that describes one of 
the differences between them.  Both are 
grey and white with red legs and beak, 
but the common name - black-headed 
gull - is misleading, it actually has a dark 
chocolate brown head rather than a 
black head.  At a casual glance, the head 
looks black but a good view with 

binoculars will show the rich brown 
‘cap’.  The term cap indicates another 
difference between the two species.  
The black-headed gull’s headwear looks 
like a cap tilted forwards, whereas that 
of the Mediterranean gull is more of a 
hood extending down to the nape of the 
neck.  Should you need any other 
identification pointers, both have a 
white eye ring but the Mediterranean 
gulls’ is more prominent.  The 
Mediterranean gull also lacks the black 
wing-tips that the black-headed gull has. 

Originally confined to the Mediterranean 
and Black Sea areas, the Mediterranean 
gull has expanded its range in the latter 
half of the 20th century to include most 
of Northern Europe.  They are by no 
means common with only about 600 
pairs breeding in the UK and have a UK 
Conservation status of Amber as they 
breed at fewer than 10 sites (one of 
those sites being Rye Harbour NR).  In 
winter they migrate southwards and like 
our black-headed gulls, lose most of 
their black head plumage.  I’m sure that 
those of you that despise gulls - 
particularly the herring gull - may be 
pleased to know that they are in serious 
decline in the UK and consequently their 
UK Conservation status is Red.

Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy
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My Back Pages by 
Michael Blencowe of 
the Sussex Wildlife 

Trust 

I l o v e o l d 
n a t u r a l 
h i s t o r y 
books. I t 's 
not just the 
informat ion 
they contain. 
I l o v e t h e 
smell, I love 

the binding. 
For the past twelve months I’ve avoided 
Covid anxieties by burying my head in old 
books, scientific papers and traveller’s 
journals. I’ve been researching a book of 
my own, an account of my travels in 
search of what remains of the world’s 
iconic extinct animals. A journey which 
took me from the dark forests of New 
Zealand to the ferries of Finland and finally 
to an inflatable crocodile floating on 
Widewater Lagoon in Shoreham.  

 

After spending long lockdown nights 
writing at my computer it was somewhat 
surreal to receive an advance copy of my 
book in the post this morning and to run 
my hands over its embossed cover. I finally 
filed it on my bookcase where it rubbed 
shoulders, and spines, with On The Origin 
of Species by Charles Darwin and Animal 
Magic by Johnny Morris.  


My bookshelves sag with old natural 
history books. Just holding these tomes 
transports me to another time. Tucked 
away inside my battered (but beloved) 
copy of The Butterflies of Eastbourne 
(1928) by Robert Adkin is a map, which I 
always unfold eagerly as if I've discovered 
the concealed directions to some long-lost 
buried treasure. Indeed, in the book Adkin 
describes bounteous butterfly riches which 
could be found in the woodlands and 

downland coombes between Lewes and 
Eastbourne. You can almost hear Rudyard 
Kipling whisper of "something lost behind 
the Ranges. Lost and waiting for you. Go!" 
At the time, many young explorers 
answered the call and Adkin claimed that 
"almost daily during the summer, one 
meets small armies of schoolboys each 
armed with a butterfly net."  

 

Perhaps Adkin's eager Eastbourne 
entomologist army had been inspired by 
another of my favourite books. The 
Outdoor World (1900) by William Furneaux 
aimed to distract children from “victimising 
their schoolmates” and give them "a taste 
for something better." Back in 1900, it 
seems pinning butterflies and collecting 
birds' eggs fell into the “something better” 
category. Furneaux encouraged young 
naturalists to make “killing bottles” in 
which they could dispatch butterflies, and 
instructed children to ask the local chemist 
for some cyanide. The chemist will, 
Furneaux assures you, sell you cyanide if 
"he is satisfied with your intentions." 
Although it all sounds rather macabre now, 
this popular book went on to inspire a 
generation of young naturalists (and 
probably one or two aspiring Dr Crippens). 
Back on my bookshelf, I look at my book 
and wonder if — in 100 years from now — 
my own story will seem as distant and 
ridiculous as a world where schoolboys 
wielded butterfly nets and 10-year-olds 
could pop to the chemist to buy deadly 
poison.  

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity 
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout 
Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with 
local people for over half a century to make 
Sussex richer in wildlife.   

We rely on the support of our members to help 
protect our rich natural heritage.  Please 
consider supporting our work.  As a member you 
will be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our 
regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free 
events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife 
magazine and our Sussex guide book, 
Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at 
sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join 
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WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 
Roads, road markings, verges, signs, drains, potholes, fallen trees, footpaths, etc  
https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk 
0345 6080190 

Councillor  Keith Glazier 07957 377844 cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk 
 
Planning, refuse & recycling, fly-tipping & pollution, dog & pest control, beach 
bye-laws 
http://www.rother.gov.uk/residents 
01424 787000 
 

Councillors Andrew Meir  01424 814178 cllr.andrew.mier@rother.gov.uk 
Roger Bird  01424 813636 cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk 

 
Pett Level - Sea Wall  
Environment Agency   03708 506 506 
 
PETT PARISH COUNCIL may be able to help you find out who to contact if you 
have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being dealt with, and can 
assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event of continued poor service. 
 
The Council are responsible for: the maintenance of recreation ground and play area 
(with the exception of the bowling green, sports pavilions, tennis courts and cricket 

pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association); the defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the 
Royal Oak; the war memorial at Pett Church; several roadside benches, noticeboards and village signs; 
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine. The Council also can provide a parish wide 
view on planning applications but the Local Planning Authority who makes the decision is Rother 
District Council. 
 
We usually meet on the second Tuesday of alternate months and all are welcome. For more details 
about what the council does and how you can get involved then contact any of the councillors below 
or the council pages on PettNet.org.uk 
 
Alan Crouch (Vice-Chair)  01424 813145  cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk 
Judith Dean    01424 812249  cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk 
Andrew Dunlop   01424 813368  cllr.andrew.dunlop@pettnet.org.uk 
David Penfold (Chair)  01424 813003  cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk 
Chris Saint    01424 813047  cllr.chris.saint@pettnet.org.uk  
David Terrell   07968 584276  cllr.david.terrell@pettnet.org.uk 
Mike Wilkins   01424 813206  cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk 
Parish Clerk 
Mary Philo    01797 270790  clerk@pettnet.org.uk 
Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH 
 
GAS LEAKS  National Gas Emergency Service 0800 111 999   
POWER CUT  UK Power Networks   105  
(including overhead power lines) 
WATER LEAK  Southern Water emergency service 0800 820 999  
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