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Dear Readers 
 
I know that we are all looking forward to Spring and vaccinations (and don’t forget – wait until 
you are contacted), but until then the village has not been quiet: 

® ARC has been quietly working in the background, not only building their team but also 
their village hall base. We already are seeing the fruits of their research (an interesting 
insight into the Pett Level Tramway) and will hopefully see more in the coming months 

®  Sarah Upton has been progressing her family research and this month gives us an insight 
into how you could start to investigate yours 

® Heather Godwin has found a new direction for Pett on the Knit 
® and we are all into Zoom (although some more than others) 
® There is all this and much more in this edition of the magazine. 

 
Just on the Zoom front, I wonder how many of you have embraced ‘new’ technologies (internet 
banking, Whatsapp and Zoom gatherings, internet shopping) and how many have found it 
difficult to do so. Perhaps for the next couple of editions you could share your stories (by email, 
of course)! 

 
I would like to thank Annie Soudain for allowing us to use her picture, ‘Summer breeze’, for the 
front cover. I think that this evokes better days to come – I hope that you agree. 
 

                                       
  Best wishes,  

 
 
 

The News Team are: Editors: Mike Wilkins, 07710 080148; John Case, 01424 812224 or 07525 
032198; Richard Bradshaw 079 5839 0899 | Advertising: Lesley Wilkins, 01424 813206 | Deliveries: 
Sarah Adams, 01424 812323 | Subscriptions: Brenda Kirkham, 01424 815022 or 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk | …. and not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers. This 
magazine is distributed to all households in Pett and Pett Level.  
 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
 
COPY must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something 
handwritten please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your 
name, address and phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration 
before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. 
We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. 
 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, 
neither the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). 
Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, 
articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the 
publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any 
advertiser here within this publication. 
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior

Fully qualified – over 30 years 
experience

Free estimates and advice

Affordable prices

References available if required

Contact J C Elliott
01424 730 188
Mobile: 07947 798071
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With another lockdown in force, we understand that there are still many vulnerable 
residents in Pett and Pett Level who are still needing help with shopping, picking up 
prescriptions, dog walking or just a friendly chat.   
 
Rye Mutual Aid have several volunteers in the village who are more than happy to 
help so please if you need any assistance or know anyone that may need help please 
contact John on 07525 032198 or Frances on 07714 281085 
 

 
 
Dear Editor 

HOPE 
 

In these uncertain and troubled times, I want to reassure you that Pett Church is hoping to 
organize the usual services and fund-raising events (some of them, at any rate!) in 2021. Let’s 
look forward especially to the Flower Festival in September! So we are relying on hope that 
somehow the Covid virus will abate sooner rather than later.  We rely on the “tender leaves of 
hope”. 
 
The word hope is often used in the Bible and in our prayers and also often used in ordinary life.  
It is obviously important always to grasp hope because without it there is despair.  
 
In Classical Greek times the word for hope (elpis) really meant expectation and so could be 
positive or negative.  Aristotle wrote about hope, optimism and courage and used the word euelpis 
meaning good hope.  A modern example of good hope is the name of The Cape of Good Hope 
originally called The Cape of Storms.  
 
 In the Old Testament there were several different Hebrew words for hope with slightly different 
meanings for each.  The use of the Greek word elpis for hope in the New Testament nearly always 
specifies what outcome is sought but it has ceased to have a negative meaning although it is often 
linked to suffering or fear.   
 
Abandon hope, all ye who enter here from Dante’s Inferno is probably one of the most well-
known quotations about hope. And then there is Samuel Johnson’s  description of the man who 
was very unhappy in his marriage but when his wife died almost immediately remarried: it was 
the triumph of hope over experience.  And I must conclude with Dum spiro, spero  Latin for 
where there’s life, there’s hope! 

Angela Hawksley 
Churchwarden, St. Mary and St. Peter, Pett 
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CANINE	COMPANIONS
DOG	BOARDING

- Away	for	the	day(s)
- Working	late
- Going	on	holiday
- Unable	to	work	due	to	illness

Leave your dog in the capable hands
of a fellow dog owner in a safe and
loving home environment with large
garden.

Dogs	walked	twice	daily	on	or	off	the	
lead	depending	on	owner’s	

preferences.

Please	contact	Angela	Gastrell
Home:	01424	813593	
Mobile	07411	405049

angelagastrell@hotmail.co.uk
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Dear Editor 

NOT CAROL SINGING 
 
I just wanted to write and say a massive thank you to all who donated. We made £290.00 in 
donations which I know will make a massive difference to local families at Christmas.  
 
And we stayed warm and dry! 
 
We look forward to singing carols once more this year 

Thank you,  
Becky Ware  

 
FOUND AT ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, PETT LEVEL 

 
Last year a birth certificate was found for a Jane (nee Cunningham); father Arthur Cunningham; 
mother Margaret nee Robinson.  Birthdate: 24 October 1953.  It may have dropped out of a 
donated book.  If anyone knows who this belongs to please contact Fran Rogers 01424 812964 
 
 
Dear Editor 

FRENCH COURT 
 
On reading Doug Castle’s recollections of Pett and FRENCH COURT in December’s Village 
News I thought I would share some more history of our house and village.  
  
We discovered French Court Farmhouse has some literary connections on meeting Jane, the 
daughter of the journalist and author Dudley Barker. Dudley Barker wrote a definitive biography 
of G.K Chesterton and also many racy (at the time) spy novels under the pseudonym Lionel 
Black. She and her family lived here in the 1960’s.   
  
Jane brought to our attention the following letter [page 9] from the esteemed Author C.S Lewis 
to his Godson Laurence Harwood (extracts are copyright Laurence Harwood).  
 
I would be most interested to hear from anyone who has any memories or photos of our house. 
 

 suzie@flowerpowerpictures.com 
 

 
 
 

As the vaccine is rolled out there are three important messages for 
the public: 

® The NHS will contact you when it’s your turn. Services are 
very busy providing care and rolling out the vaccine, so please wait to be contacted. 

® Please act on your invite when it comes. 
® The vaccine is one of our best defences against COVID-19 but for now it is essential that 

we do all we can to stop the spread of the virus. Adhering to the current restrictions and 
remembering hands, face and space will save lives and help the NHS. 
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We have a room! 
The Gallery at the Village Hall 

Huge thanks go to Alan Butler and our electrician, Steve 
Marshall, who have both done a brilliant job. We now  have 
a light  and  airy  space  with  natural  light  plus 
overhead lighting and plenty of sockets and a phone/ 
broadband connection. It may be a while before you can 

see the space in person, so we will take more photos when it is kitted out This 
month, we have made an application to Heritage Lottery Fund, which has been 
closed for applications until recently. Once again, thanks to Tim Rothwell and 
the Village Hall Management Committee, for supporting this project, it has been 
invaluable. 

 

From our last update in the Parish 
Magazine, we reaped the good fortune of 
being contacted by two more volunteers 
living in the village. They have all the 
expertise to assist us in the creation of 
the archive. Thank you John Case and 
Jenny Obee. 

Following our recent Zoom meeting, 
John and Jenny are now in the process of 
researching the best software for the 
task, that is cost effective and future 
proof. Additionally, they have a wealth 
of experience in the  fields  of  library m 
a n a g e m e n t , a r c h i v i n g a n d 
cataloguing. John and Jenny have also 
offered to help with the training of the 
volunteers, who will be assisting with the 
cataloguing process. 

There is a tremendous enthusiasm in our 
team and we still need additional people 
to join us. We are also looking for help 
with our web site. That includes design 
and functionality to complement the 
whole archive project. 

Can anyone help us? 

 
You can contact us at info@thearc.uk Or 
call David Breakell (Treasurer) or Fran 
Rogers (Chair) at 01424 812964
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A MAN THAT CAN…

I CAN TACKLE ANY ODD JOBS 
AROUND THE HOME OR GARDEN 

THAT YOU MAY BE UNABLE TO DO 
YOURSELF. ANYTHING FROM A 

SQUEAKY HINGE TO PUTTING UP 
SHELVES, TO ASSEMBLING

FLAT-PACK FURNITURE
OR A GARDEN SHED.

I AM MATURE, HONEST, RELIABLE 
AND HAVE BEEN CRB CHECKED. 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE.
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE.

NO JOB TOO SMALL.

Chris Sherwin,
Local to Pett Village
Tel: 01424 718191

Mobile:  07875 109215
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Pett Village Hall 500 Club 
 
The PVH 500 Club was set up in 2013 to raise funds for the Village Hall at a time when 
urgent repairs were needed. 
 
Over the last seven years, the club has continued to support the Hall and add 
improvements to the facilities. 
 
The Club is a great success which is down to the support of the members for which the 
PVH Committee are very grateful. 
 
The majority of the memberships are due to renew in February. Members will be emailed 
by blind copy during the month with renewal details or forms will be distributed to those 
not on the internet. It is quite a big task and there may be some mistakes so please bear 
with us. We really do value your support. 
 
If you are not a member and would like to join then: 
 

Application forms can be found on 
 www.pettnet.co.uk under  the Pett 

Village Hall link  
 

or from Carol Pecorini 
01424 813544 / 

carol.pecorini@gmail.com. 
 

or from Philippa Strickland  
01424 814384 / pstrickl@icloud.com 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY 

 
 
 

BE IN IT TO 
WIN IT! 

 
 
 
 

 

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Winners for December are 

1st Jane Sweaney 

2nd Stephen Mitchell 

3rd Gillian Buttle 
 

 

  

Draw Date 6th Jan 2021  
 

 

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693 

13



 

During the current crisis Robin will be holding virtual 
relaxation sessions. For more information contact Robin 

below:
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NEWS FROM BELINDA WOOD, PRESIDENT, PETT WI 

 
Usually by now we would have published our annual programme but with last year’s having to 
be put on hold we are taking more of a relaxed attitude to our scheduling and will not be 
organising anything too far in advance!  Despite this we’ve been very encouraged over the last 
few months by several new members joining us despite the fact that we are unable to meet in 
person at this time. 
     
Throughout 2021 our meetings will still take place the third Wednesday of the month from 
7.30pm and when we are able to meet in person we do hope to be able to do so back at the village 
hall although of course we will be governed by regulations throughout.  So for now we are back 
to holding our general monthly and also social meetings by Zoom which have been proving very 
popular by those who have been “attending”.  However, in line with many other WIs around the 
country, the committee wishes the take-up was better.  Like last year we continue to offer tech 
support help for anyone wanting to tip their toe into the wonderful world of online meetings! 
  
In January our scheduled speaker was Jenny Gibbs - who aged 50 travelled alone to Turkey and 
soon found herself living in an inland mountain village, where the villagers spoke no English and 
still lived a traditional way of life, and where Jenny still lives for part of each year to this day. 
Her talk traces her adventures from leaving her English home to her arrival in her mountain 
village and her discovery of a completely different and fascinating way of life. 
  
Feedback on our Zoom meetings from some of our members has been heartening -   
Sharon  "I really enjoy our WI Zoom meetings, it gives me a chance to see my friends' faces and 
hear their voices during these very uncertain months.  Zoom is very easy to master and it's the 
best chance we have of a 'normal' meeting in these worrying times, so let's keep doing it!" 
  
Tracy " Having virtual WI meetings has made it so accessible for me. I joined the WI during 
lockdown so have never been to a ‘real’ get together, but every virtual event helps me learn more 
about my new friends in the village where I have lived for years.  This has been a great 
opportunity for me to really feel ‘home, at home’.  Everybody has been so welcoming and the 
speakers have been informative and fun. I have now met a few WI ladies in real life and look 
forward to joining in with more activities when it is safe to do so, but for now I shall immensely 
enjoy the fun and friendship virtually. I encourage anybody sitting on the fence to give it a whirl, 
what’s to lose?  Thank you for welcoming me."  
 
Lisa "I find it so frustrating and disappointing that with 54 members we usually only get 20!  I 
am certainly not Miss Techno!  I am very much a people person, love human interaction and 
hugging etc and hate the situation we are in at the moment! However we are all having to make 
the best of a difficult situation and when I am not able to meet a friend for a walk then zoom is 
the next best thing! Obviously it’s not the same as our meetings but it’s another way of catching 
up and we have also had some interesting speakers too!  SO COME ON LADIES IF I CAN 
DO IT AND GET SOMETHING OUT OF IT WHERE ARE YOU?" 
 
We continue to be overawed by the level of support our continuing Pett WI Community Aid 
initiative to support Rye Food Bank is receiving.  Led by coordinator Hilary Dymott the team 
including Wendy Burgess, Sharon Sellens, Trish Walker and Sally Watson are still able to  
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organise your kind donations.  See the notice on the back page of the magazine for more 
information.     
 
 
Email us on pettwi@outlook.com if you would like a membership pack to join us this year.  From 
1 April the annual subscription is £44 – around £3.65 a month for membership of a fabulously 
warm and welcoming group!   We would love to have you join us – our current membership 
includes ladies from all the nearby villages and Hastings and St Leonards too.  Search for us on 
our social media channels including Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and for more details about 
the WI visit thewi.org.uk 

 
PETT AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
PETT FLOWER SHOW & FAYRE 
SATURDAY 31ST JULY 2021 
 

 
The Flower Show Committee have held their first meeting of 2021 by conference call. The 
method works very well. We have to confess that there is much nattering – great to catch up etc. 
– before getting down to the business in hand. We are all happy with the theme  “We’ll Meet 
Again”, feeling it is most appropriate to express these challenging times.  
 
The show usually holds the Pett & District Horticultural Society (P&DHS) AGM early in March 
at Pett Village Hall and this would be publicised in this issue of Pett Parish News, but it will 
probably not be possible to hold the meeting due to current restrictions. Basically, however, there 
is not much to report as we did not have a show in 2020. Our Treasurer has reported that the 
financial position of the society is sound. 
  
The sale of preserves that are usually sold at the Church Christmas Fair has raised £100, which 
will be donated to two charities, St Michael’s Hospice and Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat.   
The next task is planning the schedule, finalising with some of the judges details of their 
particular classes that fit the theme. 
  
In the last few years, it has been our practice to distribute the printed schedule with the April 
issue of Pett Parish News to enable forward planning for some classes. We have agreed that, in 
the current climate, it may be sensible to delay the distribution until May, but the schedule will 
be available on Pettnet and some details will be advised in the April issue of the magazine. 

 
Wishing all are staying safe. 

 
Philippa M. Strickland 

Chairman P&DHS 
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PETT ON THE KNIT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And so it goes on…………………………. 
 
We now have squares for seven coats (and two small fishes…..), and these are being put together,  
but it is impossible to know how many more we can make until they are all delivered to me, so 
please, whatever you have, could you let me have them by the end of February. I can pick 
them up if you are finding it difficult to get out.  Let’s hope the vaccine comes to us all so that 
we can meet up sometime this spring/early summer. I’ve had some generous offers to help pay 
for the postage to the Knit for Peace HQ in London, so I am very grateful for that. If anyone else 
would like to donate please let me know.  
Knit for Peace is happy to receive any items: hats, gloves, scarves, baby items – have a look at 
their website https://knitforpeace.org.uk.  
Once we have harvested all of the squares it will no doubt be time to consider a new project for 
2021/22. ! I don’t know if you have heard of the Innocent Drinks ‘Big Knit’ hat project?   

Innocent Fruit been putting little hats on their bottles in support of Age UK for 17 years. For 
every bottle purchased with a hat Innocent donates 25p to Age UK. 

Hats will be back on bottles at the start of 2022, but you don’t need to wait to get started, as they 
are taking deliveries of your woolly wonders as we speak. 

Every hat is important, whether it’s as neat as a pin or as homemade as a pasta portrait. Knit one, 
knit loads - you’ll be making a huge difference either way. You can take a look at all the knitting 
and crochet patterns at this link: 

https://www.thebigknit.co.uk/join-in to help you get started, or I can print patterns off for you – 
just let me know if you are interested. 

 
Heather Godwin  
heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk   
07977 100 296. 
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FIVE VILLAGES HOME ASSOCIATION LTD
ICKLESHAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN36 4BQ

INDEPENDENT LIVING FOR OVER 60’S 

SUPPORT OF SCHEME MANAGERS ON SITE - 24 HOURS
COMMUNAL AREAS AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

ONE AND TWO BED FLATS OCCASIONALLY AVAILABLE FOR 
RENT

BRING YOUR PET 

PLEASE ENQUIRE ON 01424 814876
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.FIVEVILLAGES.ORG.UK

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV 
Aerial Engineer

Telly Addicts install & setup satellite 
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to 
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite 

installations.

We are based in Hastings and cover East 
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.

Contact Bruce Rigglesford
07973 263652
01424 446642

info@tellyaddicts.co.uk
www.tellyaddicts.co.uk
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Individual: £18, Joint: £32

22



SMITTEN KITTEN LIFTING SPIRITS IN FEBRUARY 
 

PANCAKES - OR - CREPES SUZETTE  
 

A little recipe guaranteed to lift the spirits in the dreary month of 
February.  By the time this recipe reaches you, you’ll notice the increasing 
daylight levels and the countdown towards Spring and, happier times, will 
begin. 

 
For the Pancakes 
125g/4½oz plain flour 
1 free-range egg 
1 tsp melted butter or sunflower oil 
300ml/10½fl oz milk 
butter, for frying 

For the Sauce Suzette 
50g/1¾oz unsalted butter 
1 orange, zest and juice 
2 oranges, juice only 
1 lemon, zest and juice 
3 tbsp caster sugar 
2 tbsp orange liqueur 

 
1. For the pancakes, place the flour into a bowl. Add the egg, melted butter/oil 

and milk and whisk to a smooth batter. Set aside for half an hour. 
2. Heat a frying pan until medium hot, melt a little butter in the pan, then add a 

ladle of batter and swirl to coat the bottom of the pan. Cook for 1-2 minutes, 
then flip and cook for a further minute. 

3. Slide the pancake from the pan and place on greaseproof paper and keep warm. 
Repeat with the remaining batter, layering the pancakes with greaseproof paper 
as you go. They can be chilled or frozen at this point and used later. If you’re 
not going to make the Suzette sauce, you can serve with the usual toppings – 
lemon and sugar, golden syrup, chocolate spread or whatever takes your fancy. 

 
Crepes Suzette 
(i) For the sauce, heat a frying pan until hot, add the butter, orange zest and juice, 
lemon zest and juice and the caster sugar. Cook for a few minutes until just 
thickened and bubbling, then remove the pan from the heat. 
(ii) Fold the pancakes into quarters and carefully lay into the hot sauce. Return the 
pan to the heat then add the orange liqueur and brandy and flame to burn off the 
alcohol. (Warning! Keep your face and hair away from the flames and don’t leave the 
pan unattended.) 
 
(iii) Cook for a couple of minutes until the pancakes are heated through. 
(iv) To serve, spoon the pancakes onto serving plates and spoon the sauce over the 
top. 

Happy Shrove Tuesday – Su Fleigh 23



 
 

HAVING A CLEAR OUT?           
HARC Charity Shops 

collect goods you no longer need from 
your home. We collect beds, furniture, 
electrical goods and clothes, providing 

goods are in saleable condition. 
 

Please ask about our house 
clearance service 

	

FREE, FAST COLLECTION BY 
OUR FRIENDLY DRIVER 

		

To arrange a personal collection 
please call 01424 722164 

Monday - Saturday 10am to 4pm 
or email queensqroad@aol.co.uk or 

visit www.harcuk.com for  
more information on what we do! 

HASTINGS ADVICE AND 
REPRESENTATION CENTRE 

REG CHARITY 1083566 

During the current crisis Robin 
will be holding virtual 

relaxation sessions. For more 
information contact her on 
robinhutt@btinternet.com
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD - CHAIR 
 
The council met in January. As I noted last month, its main task was to set 
the budget for 2021/2022 and the precept was set as the same as for the 
current year. We will unfortunately find that we are paying a little more than 
at present as the basis on which the council tax is calculated has been altered 
by Rother. However, for a Band D property, the part of your council tax that 
comes back to Pett still works out at about a pound a week, which I hope you 
will agree is good value. Overall your council tax will unfortunately increase as Rother have 
agreed to implement the maximum 5% increase allowed by the government. This is at least partly 
to cover the costs incurred as a result of Covid, which are estimated at about a million pounds 
net. 
 
I have to report with regret that Councillor John Leeson has resigned as he feels that his other 
commitments make it impossible for him to devote as much time as it deserves to council 
business. If there is not a request before early February for an election to fill the vacancy, then 
co-option can take place. So, if you feel that you or someone you know could become a councillor 
and you want to know more, please contact the clerk or myself. I will add that if you are well 
under pension age or female – or both – then this will help to make the council more 
representative. 
 
Covid, of course, still looms very large in all our lives and information on this and the lockdown 
is widely available. The situation has got worse since I last wrote but does now appear to be 
improving very slowly. There has been much concern about the implementation of the vaccine 
programme, but things are clearer now. As many people in the parish are registered with Hastings 
GPs, the vaccination centre will be at the King’s Church opposite the Conquest Hospital, rather 
than at Etchingham, as it is for those registered with Rother practices. Please note that Dial-a-
Ride (Rye and District Community Transport; contact Pat Hughes on 01797 227722) has offered 
to provide transport to Etchingham for anyone otherwise unable to get there. Wherever you have 
the injection, however, please remember that immunity is not immediate, and the vaccine takes 
two or three weeks to become effective, so you should continue to adhere to the lockdown rules. 
 
Again with regret, I note that Tim Rothwell has decided to step down as webmaster of Pettnet 
and our clerk, Mary Philo, has taken this on. We are grateful to both of them for all their work 
on this. Please note that the council Facebook page is now up and running. 
 
I hope everyone received the housing needs survey early in January. Many thanks to all those 
who completed and returned it. Once the results become available, they will be made public, 
together with information about any further steps to be taken to provide community housing if 
the need is apparent. 
 
Finally, each year in the spring, the annual parish meeting is held. This year it will be held on 
Tuesday 20 April, probably virtually via Zoom, but may be face to face if this is allowed by then. 
I will report on the year gone by and then you will an opportunity to comment or ask questions 
on any topic related to the parish. 
 
 
 

25



 
 

 26



PETT VILLAGE HALL REPORT – JANUARY 2021 
 

1. In normal years the Pett Village Hall Management Committee would now be reporting on 
their meeting scheduled for the first Monday in January. But as everyone knows, this has 
not been a normal year by any stretch of the imagination and the move of Rother into Covid 
tier 4 in December and then the third national lockdown means that the meeting did not take 
place. So this report is being issued to update the community on the state of play at the 
Village Hall at the year’s end. 
 

Finances 
2. Compared to some village halls in Sussex, we are fortunate to be in a relatively strong 

financial position. We have had some income from activities this year, albeit down 
significantly on 2019.  
 

3. We had normal income until lockdown in March then hardly anything until July when we 
reopened. From August through to November things were picking up quite nicely, although 
some of the more lucrative money-earning functions such as parties and wedding receptions 
sadly could not take place. We then had to close again in November, opened again at the 
beginning of December, and then had to close again when Rother moved into tier 4. Nobody 
knows at the time of writing when we may be able to open again.  
 

4. We have been able to secure some valuable financial help from the Government through 
Rother District Council by way of the Retail, Hospitality and Grant Fund. We are very 
grateful to Rother DC Councillor Andrew Mier for his help in pointing us in the right 
direction for these grants. We secured £10,000 in respect of the lockdown from March until 
July, and a further £1,334 for the November closure. There is the possibility that similar 
financial help may be available for the current closure.   
 

5. As a result, we have assets of about £30,000 and we also have the 500 Club to call on if we 
need to. The Committee are very grateful to Philippa Strickland and Carol Pecorini for all 
their hard work in administering the 500 Club scheme and for drumming up new business. 
Before this year, the current Committee had spent some £20,000 on maintenance and 
improvements to the hall since we took over in 2018, and fortunately we have no planned 
items of major expenditure in the pipeline. We should therefore be able to weather the 
financial storm until business can return to normal, hopefully sometime in the Spring. 

 
Trustees 
6. I am delighted to report that we now have two new trustees on the Pett Village Hall 

Management Committee, Caroline Turner and Clare Walker. This brings the number of 
trustees to eight, but under the constitution we do have space for two more. Do let me know 
if you would be interested.  

 
7. Caroline and Clare will bring a new perspective to our activities and are full of enthusiasm 

and great ideas for moving our work forward. 
 

Administrative Officer  
8. As you may know, the Committee decided in September to appoint a paid part-time 

Administrative Officer to undertake a range of duties, especially those of Bookings Manager 
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Clare Walker joined us on 1 November, being appointed after an open advertisement and a 
competitive interview process.  Clare joins us after jointly running her own highly successful 
business for over 20 years. 
 

9. Clare has already settled really well into the role, and now handles all the bookings and 
related matters. Although the hall is not open at the moment, the work does not stop as 
people are looking to book events once we are able to hold them again. The diary for 2021 
is filling up fast and so if you have a special event in mind to hold at the hall in the coming 
months it would be a good idea to contact Clare as soon as possible at  
village.hall@pettnet.org.uk 
 

Archive Resource Centre (ARC) 
10. It has been agreed that the newly-formed Archive Resource Centre (ARC) for Fairlight, 

Guestling and Pett will have its office in the Gallery at Pett Village Hall. Some work needed 
to be done to convert part of the Gallery into an office, and this has been carried out during 
the Christmas break and the current closure of the hall.  

 
Thanks 
11. What has been a difficult year for the hall has been made easier by the enthusiasm and 

support of the Committee and our team of helpers. As Committee Chair, I am very grateful 
to them all. Richard Smith, our Treasurer, has kept a watchful eye on our finances and our 
insurances and has ensured what income we have has been forthcoming, including the grants 
we have been able to obtain. Fran Pitts has as ever done a sterling job as our Secretary and 
Carol Glasson and Carol Pecorini have worked hard as Committee members and as support 
for the Coffee Mornings and Community Library when we have been able to host them. 
Sadly, the craft fairs they run have not gone ahead but hopefully we may be able to hold at 
least one in 2021. 
 

12. Terry Cornish, as well as serving on the Committee, has worked wonders as our 
maintenance specialist, always ready at the drop of a hat to attend to the problems and 
niggles that inevitably occur. As well as giving us a ready repair service, Terry has saved us 
a lot of money! And of course, Lu and Richard Cooke have been magnificent as always with 
their dedicated work, ensuring the hall always looks spick and span and this year, above all, 
ensuring that it has been safe to use. We are so lucky to have them. And Philippa Strickland, 
as well as her work on the 500 Club, continues to give us excellent help and advice on all 
things health and safety.  
 

13. I am also grateful to Councillor Judith Dean, the Pett Parish Council representative,  for her 
continuing support for the work of the Committee and for tolerating our rather unusual and 
informal style of Committee meetings! 
 

14. Above all, thank you to all our users for their support, tolerance and understanding during 
this (hopefully) unique year. 
 

15. Although things have been challenging in 2020, the Committee are optimistic about the 
viability and future of the hall and let’s hope by this time next year we are able to look back 
on a year of increasing activity and fresh ideas.  

 
Tim Rothwell, Chair, Pett Village Hall Management Committee    
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NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY 
This month’s column will probably turn into an angry rant, so I apologise in advance and I’ll try 
and bite my tongue (or whatever the equivalent is when I’m typing - probably biting my fingers).  
I’ve seen some relatively unusual bird activity in the last few weeks which may have been brought 
on by the cold weather. 
 
First up was a wren. Now there’s nothing unusual about a wren, it is after all, Britain’s most 
common bird with an estimated population of more than 11 million breeding pairs.  Most years 
we have wrens nest in the hedge tucked away at the bottom of the garden and it is delightful to 
see the adults trying to keep up with the appetites of the fluffy chicks when they fledge because 
not only are they our commonest bird, they are also a good candidate for the cutest.  They are 
however a very secretive bird which is why many people are surprised to hear that they are so 
common.  So I was quite surprised when I saw one hopping about the lawn very close to the 
house.  This is a sure sign that they are hungry and having to abandon their usual caution to avoid 
starvation.  Sadly, there’s not much we can do to help because they are insect feeders and the 
seeds and nuts that we put out are of no use to them. 
 
The next bird, not in the garden this time, we saw on one of our exercise walks along the military 
canal (staying local, much less than 7 miles away).  It was a kingfisher.  I may be wrong, but I 
don’t recall ever seeing a kingfisher down there before.  Perhaps they are a regular sight there 
and we’ve just been unlucky not to see them.  I had a friend who was well into his seventies and 
even though he was a keen walker he had never seen a kingfisher.  He came to me with a beaming 
smile a few years ago because his son had taken him to a nature reserve and he got to see one at 
last.  So it’s not a bird that is a common sight, but it is delightful when you catch a glimpse of 
that orange and iridescent blue plumage. 
 
And last but not least, and back in our own garden, I was very surprised to 
see a male pheasant strutting about.  Perhaps many readers have regular 
visits from pheasants, if they are closer to woodland for example, but I’ve 
never seen one here, before or since.  Despite being an introduced species 
(introduced for the usual reason), they are a strikingly beautiful bird and I 
was delighted to see it.  It was cleaning up under the bird feeders and appeared quite wary and 
outside its comfort zone.  Maybe its usual food sources were getting scarce.  
 
It may not look like it, but I do try and check my facts when I write this column and so I looked 
up the pheasant and the RSPB site said it was protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act.  
So I followed the link to the said act which talked about the protection of birds but excluded 
gamebirds!  I then stumbled across another article about an organization called Wild Justice that 
sued the government for failing to protect natural areas by allowing the shooting industry (?) to 
release 47 million pheasants and 10 million red-legged partridges (another introduced species) 
every year - yes, every single year - where does that leave the wren?!  Sadly, only about a third 
of those released are shot (and hopefully eaten?), the rest go on to devastate the local ecology.  
Defra’s response was to license the practice to avoid releases near protected areas - a response 
that has the gun lobby up in arms - Ha! 
 
Ouch! A sudden pain in my fingers and I appear to have deleted a couple of paragraphs. The only 
words left are Brexit, neonicotinoids, and something about a Doomsday Clock.  Ah well, stay 
safe everyone and maybe England will win the cricket. 
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B. WALKER       FLAT ROOFING SPECIALIST

Mastic Asphalt and Felt Roofing
35 years experience

All work guaranteed
Free Estimates at Competitive Prices

01424 812245
07802 885476

Red Briars, Pett Road, Guestling, Hastings, East Sussex, TN35 4EX

Flat Roof Problems? 

KR WINDOWS LTD
Installers of top quality u.p.v.c

Conservatories ~ Porches ~ Windows
Doors ~ Fascias ~ Soffits ~ Guttering

Replacement Handles ~ Replacement Hinges
Replacement Sealed units

All Work Guaranteed ~ Over 20 Years Experience
Fensa Registered Company

From a replacement handle or double glazed unit to a new conservatory or whole 
house of windows call Kev for a free Estimate and Advise

01424 754246     ~    07970 207914
Kevin@beamingmail.com

Local references available
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YEW - MICHAEL BLENCOWE SWT 
 
Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ famed donkey ride into Jerusalem. Recreating that palm-
branch-strewn journey in Britain has been botanically challenging, since palm trees don’t grow 
in our climate. Instead, churches gathered sprigs of native yew to provide the ceremonial décor 
and in some areas, the Sunday before Easter became known as Yew Sunday. And that’s why 
every churchyard has a yew.   
 
Well, actually the yew’s churchyard connection is because yews are evergreen and can 
miraculously regrow from a dead stump. The trees were planted as a symbol of everlasting life 
and a reminder of the Easter resurrection. But, hold up; how come over 500 churchyard yews in 
England and Wales are older than their churches? It must mean that the yews themselves were 
pagan places of worship and the churches were built around them. Or they were planted on the 
graves of plague victims to purify the dead. Or it could be something to do with long bows. Or 
keeping the waiting congregation sheltered and dry each Sunday.   
  
No-one seems sure where this association started but, whatever the reason, yews look right at 
home in churchyards. Dark, dense and unmoving they solemnly preside over the sad ceremonies 
held underneath their boughs and have seen generations come and go (but mostly go). Yews 
themselves deliver death and every part of them is highly poisonous; their leaves, their bark, their 
seeds. Only the fleshy red arils around the toxic seeds are harmless, encouraging birds to feed on 
them and disperse the poisonous cargo within. Yet death itself does not seem to inconvenience 
the yew.   
 
Two rival British yews are advertised as the oldest living thing in Europe, at an alleged 5000 
years old. Not many yews in Sussex can rival these great evergreen granddaddies. Most of our 
whippersnappers are probably just a couple of hundred years old. The problem is it’s hard to 
accurately age a yew. As they get older, their blood red heart-wood rots, leaving them hollow 
inside and without traditional growth rings. Its heart may no longer be in it but that won’t stop 
the yew from growing. 
  
One of the oldest yews in Sussex can be 
found in Stedham churchyard near 
Midhurst. It’s estimated to be a mind-
boggling 2,500 years old. Over in 
Wilmington, at the foot of the Long Man, 
a monstrous yew dominates the 
churchyard. At a reputed age of 1600 the 
tree is 600 years older than the church. 
Supported by wooden props and straining 
against rusting chains, it’s as if a 
travelling circus is exhibiting an aging 
dinosaur. It’s worth a visit to both these 
old timers. For me, standing in the shadow 
of a plant that is 40 times older than you 
is humbling and a reminder that for us 
mere humans, life is brief. 

The picture of an ancient Yew is copyright Sussex Wildlife Trust. 
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design@neilburgess.net

www.neilburgess.net

neilburge
digital design & web development

thinking different
...what's that all about?

It's about the fact that a well designed website or
social media cover page will do more than just
communicate who you are and what you do.

Brilliant digital design is about beautifully bold
imagery, smart calls-to-action, logical navigation and
a colour palette to complement you or your brand at
every stage.

If your ready to think different, please get in touch.
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT  
 
Welcome to February 2021. Here at Pett Level Independent Rescue 
Boat we hope everyone at Pett Level and across Pett Parish is staying 
safe and well. With things still feeling pretty much as they did in 2020, 
we have just a few updates for you ... 
 
In line with the national lockdown, we’ve scaled back our operations 
to search, rescue and flooding relief emergencies only. As this limits 
our general activities to essential checks for keeping equipment maintained and operational as 
needed, our presence at the boathouse is minimal currently. However, please be assured we are 
rescue-ready to respond to coastal emergencies and inland issues such as seasonal flooding. 
 
After successfully selling our greetings cards and calendars online with volunteer delivery in 
December, this fundraising stopped with lockdown, to help keep everyone safe. So, we still have 
2021 calendars available if anyone in Pett would like to order some for pick up or delivery once 
it’s safe to do so. Price is £3 each or 2 for £5. 
 
Before the current restrictions, a few volunteers squeezed in a socially-distanced visit to 
Homewood Leisure of Rye. Stuart has kindly donated a £5,000 hot tub, which is now the star 
prize in a special one-prize raffle. As we can’t be ‘out there’ selling tickets at the moment, we 
have a blog and Giving Page with details about how to buy tickets via local shops or online. 
Tickets are £2.50 each and are printed in books of 4. With 1000 books available, Stuart’s goal is 
to raise £10,000 for us - that’s the full amount of our annual running costs - to help our rescue 
charity stay afloat in this very difficult time! 
 
We’re also running a #LockdownLifesavers FUNdraiser on social media. Two volunteers are 
currently growing their beards to raise money. We’d welcome #LockdownLifesavers from the 
community, so if anyone has a sponsored challenge, fitness goal or would just like to donate any 
pennies saved in DryJanuary or by losing commute costs in lockdown, the full details are here 
and all support is appreciated. 
 
In lieu of being able to be at the boathouse to assist visitors and walkers to stay safe, we’re also 
running a #winterwalks safety campaign online, so please look out and share our posts if you can 
to help keep everyone safe in all the ways possible currently. 
 
Info about all of our activities and fundraisers are available on our blogs at https://plirb.com or 
our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue; Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat and Instagram 
@pettlevelindyrescueboat.  
 
Do stay safe, take care and stay beach aware. Until next time, the volunteers here at Pett 
Level Independent Rescue Boat wish everyone across the Pett Parish good health 
throughout lockdown and beyond, to whatever comes next! 
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Hannington-Gilbert	&	Co	Ltd
Domestic,	Commercial	&	Industrial

ELECTRICIANS
Serving	your	community	since	1965.
Advice	and	estimates	free	of	charge.

Contact	us	for	all	your	electrical	requirements.
Tel:	01424	428696

@:	info@hanningtongilbert.co.uk
W:	www.hanningtongilbert.co.uk
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CHURCH NEWS - PETT & FAIRLIGHT 
 
Church Services Update 
Thus far, Government regulation has retained permission for churches and places of worship to 
remain open for individual prayer and for public worship, subject to the demands of social 
distancing, wearing of masks, and sanitizing that we have become familiar with. By the same 
token, options were also given of not holding services should individual church PCCs feel that 
the health risks of doing so were high. Therefore the respective PCCs of Fairlight & Pett have 
made the decision to cease church services in the Parish until at least Sunday 7th March. This 
isn’t a decision we have taken lightly, as you can imagine. So many folk appreciate and value 
gathering together in church each Sunday, but the safety of our congregations and the clergy who 
lead services are paramount.  
 
Easter 2021 
We are looking forward, optimistically, to Easter and very much hope to hold the Palm Sunday 
Service at Pett church on Sunday 28th March and an Easter Sunday Service at St Andrew’s in 
Fairlight on Sunday 4th April. It may well be that we hold these services outside, weather 
permitting. We will review nearer the time. 
 
Are churches open for private prayer? 
For the time being - St Mary & St Peter church in Pett Village continues to remain open every 
day for private prayer, or for anybody who just wants to find a quiet space to think and meditate.  
St Nicholas at Pett Level and St Andrew’s in Fairlight remain closed.  
 
Keeping in touch 
A weekly church newsletter is produced for Fairlight & Pett and is emailed out by Sharon Taylor, 
the Parish Administrator. If you would like to receive a copy please email Sharon at 
admin@fairlightandpett.com or phone 01424 812799. If you don’t have email access please 
contact Meriel Deasy on 01424 813065 and she will arrange for you to be sent a paper copy.  
 
Zoom Church Services 
Whilst church services in Fairlight & Pett have been suspended, the team are running weekly 
Sunday Zoom services, either Morning Prayer or Holy Communion. If you would like to worship 
with us please enter the following link into your internet browser 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7479840908 
(Often double clicking the blue underlined link if it comes in an email message will do this 
automatically) 
If you have never installed Zoom on your computer, tablet or smart phone, you will then be given 
instructions on how to load the program. When Zoom is installed or if already installed, a box 
headed "Open Zoom Meetings?" will appear. Click the white box "Open Zoom Meetings" and 
wait to be let in. If you have problems please contact David Hornsby, Churchwarden of St 
Andrew’s Fairlight on 01424 814428. 
 
John Case, Churchwarden, St Mary & St Peter Church, Pett - 01424 812224 
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ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, PETT LEVEL - THE CHAPEL BY THE SEA 
 
Since May 2016 St Nicholas has been open every day, thanks to Barbara and David Martin, 
(except when they selfishly go on holiday and leave it to me.  Really!).  So it was with a heavy 
heart that we closed for ten weeks during the spring last year.  And when we reopened we had to 
put away the visitor’s book and the prayer tree.  However, the good news was with no tea and 
coffee allowed, we still have over 100 mugs that were donated during 2019 because no one could 
walk off with them; and Barbara didn’t have any washing up to do.   
 
Thank you to everyone who has dropped off books and to those who have come to browse and 
put a few pence in the donation box.  It has been incredibly encouraging to see so many people 
stop for books, or to sit a while, or just look inside.  I never manage a trip down to St Nicholas 
without speaking to someone, and so many say they regularly pop by when they are out for a 
walk.  And in 2020 the beach was a popular destination with locals and visitor alike. 
 
With people starved of a shopping experience, our Christmas “shop” (if you can call four chairs 
as a counter a “shop”) proved very popular.  Thanks go to our merchandisers: Lesley Wilkins 
with her book angels and origami paper tree decorations; Fran Molyneux with her ever popular 
bird feeder fat cups; Barbara padding out our bric-a-brac table in the porch and her sewn heart 
decorations, bookmarks and baskets; and our unknown card person with packs of Christmas 
cards. I had saved Christmas books and CDs through the year, plus added a few fridge magnets 
and the annual shell decorations to round it out. And let us not forget Annie Soudain, Richard 
Baines and Dani Haywood who have all so generously contributed cards for us to sell throughout 
the year. 
 
I would also like to thank Marion (who has visited Pett Level for the last 40-50 years, except she 
couldn’t last year, but receives our magazine) who sent me a donation toward the paint for the 
porch (when I finally get around to it) and Pete who kindly made a donation for our porch roof, 
which I think will need repair in the summer.   When a few thoughtless people who “remove” 
Christmas decorations momentarily upset me, I am then uplifted by all the people who truly care 
about our little chapel by the sea.  So thank you everyone. 
 
St Nicholas 2021 
Alas, we start of the year with St Nicholas closed again.  With the faster spreading variant and 
the increase in cases in Rother and Hastings, we felt that initially, at least, we should help ”stop 
the spread” particularly as many of our visitors are seniors.  But also with people from a larger 
area continuing to use the beach for exercise the likelihood of spread increases in a confined 
space like St Nicholas.  For those of you who would like to sit a while in private thought or 
prayer, then St Mary and St Peter will stay open in Pett.  For those of you who need a book then 
I will refresh the shelves from our supply inside and often as I can.  We will not expect a donation, 
but do remember us when we reopen!  And please stay safe by using the sanitiser before and after 
browsing and leave the book three days before reading when you get home.  Hopefully many of 
you will be vaccinated by mid February and we will open again.   We are so close to obtaining a 
new “normal” so hang in there! 
Fran Rogers 
 
 
 
 

41



 
 

 

 
Residential Estate Agents 

Rentals & Property Management 
 

Seven offices give your property  
unrivalled exposure across 1066 Country  

 

Hastings  (01424) 442443 
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THE PETT LEVEL TRAMWAY   
  
As we write this, we can see from our windows the Department of the 
Environment’s massive 30-tonne trucks riding along the Pett Level 
embankment, bearing their loads of shingle from Rye Harbour to Cliff 

End.  Their seasonal journeys have a dual purpose: to counter the effect of longshore drift in the 
Channel which every year sends the equivalent of 50 feet of our beach shingle eastwards to Rye 
(and which, if left to its own devices would soon render the Rother Estuary unnavigable) and 
second, to bolster the sea defences here at Pett Level.  Modern methods perhaps, but the history 
of our sea defences and the drainage of watercourses is in fact an ancient one, probably going as 
far back as Saxon times. The sea has receded since then, but the beautiful Pett Levels themselves, 
where livestock graze, would not exist without this part-geological, part man-made process being 
at work.  The “Seven Maids with Seven Mops” transport of shingle westwards is a more modern 
phenomenon perhaps but even here, the past can reveal itself in the land. In the lifetime of some 
of our older residents, the sea wall had a railway running along it which brought the shingle back 
to us, the Pett Level Tramway.  
  

 
 

Throughout history, if infrequently, the sea had breached the embankment and flooded the Pett 
Levels and Rye Harbour. A century or so ago the provision of sea defences was the responsibility 
of The Rother and Jury’s Gut Catchment Board (R&JG), (Jury’s Gut recalling the role of 
medieval jurats or aldermen who collected a levy to pay for the repair of sea defences – the ‘scot’ 
- and the maintenance of overflow channels or “guts”). Prompted by yet another incursion by the 
sea in 1926, R&JG decided to implement plans for a more resilient structure. But the General 
Strike of 1926 had financially crippled the Rye Harbour Commissioners, so it was decided to 
focus initially on dredging work on the Rother mouth, delaying the work at the western end of 
Rye Bay.  Then in 1934 work finally began on building a series of groynes facing seaward to 
control the washing away of the beach crest. This work was coupled with construction of a new 
sea wall, a timber barrier landward of the groynes, with a reinforcing embankment behind,  
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ballasted with shingle.  But how to get vast quantities of Rye’s shingle and construction materials 
to Cliff End with no roads? Well, they built a railway, of course.  
  
The Tramway was a two-foot gauge rail 
track along the top of the embankment. A 
temporary track was started in 1934 at Cliff 
End as this was the only spot in the area that 
had a made-up road. The ‘Jubilee” track 
system they used was developed during 
WWI to use over shell torn ground, so it was 
ideal for shingle.  There was a double track 
from the stops at Cliff End for 130 yards and 
then it switched to a single track, the points 
being probably close to what was the 
Rocket House owned by the Admiralty but 
was in the process of being acquired by the Diocese and dedicated as a chapel to St Nicholas.  A 
southwesterly gale and high tide during the night of 16-17 September 1935 caused damage to 
both the barrier and the tramway.  But by early 1936 though, the permanent tramway was 
complete to beyond Winchelsea beach and a further 500ft extension was planned which would 
go to just beyond the old lifeboat station, where the sea barrier would end.  You can still see some 
of the original piles there.  

  
From there the tramway continued for 880 

yards, turning inland to an area known as 
The Nook.  It passed between two shingle 
workings that were abandoned in 1936, 
and which had been used to supply ballast 
to help create the modern Dover 
Harbour.  The Tramway then joined with 
a 2 foot gauge industrial system owned by 
Simpson (Rye Harbour) Limited, 
previously part of a standard gauge branch 
line from Rye station to Rye 
Harbour.  The tramway thus had a total 
length of five and a half miles. You can 

see above one of the several locos used on the line.  
  
Labourers shoveling shingle into the 1 cubic yard tip wagons were paid 10d (4p)/hr.  After 
deductions they took home £2-1s-5d (£2.07)/week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

20/26hp Simplex 7025, driver Sidney Ashenden 
who joined R&JG in 1936, and Albert Austin, 
Foreshore Foreman behind.  
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With the onset of WWII, the defence of the beach 
was entrusted to the Second Battalion, Royal Sussex 
Regiment, while in July 1940 the Royal Navy 
established an emergency Battery at Dog’s 
Hill.  The Germans sent over reconnaissance 
aircraft to assess the defences, but their records 
show that their Army High Command wrongly 
identified the Tramway as a road embankment. 
With the threat of imminent invasion, the drastic 
decision was taken for the Royal Engineers to blow 
two holes in the R&JG timber barrier. As result, part 
of the Levels reverted for a time to their medieval 
form, a tidal marsh.    
  
In 1946 repairs to wartime damage to the Tramway and the draining of the Levels was done by 
the R&JG.  At the same time, it was decided to replace the timber barrier with a concrete 
seawall.  In 1947, the road we are now familiar with was built, to carry materials between 
Winchelsea Beach and Cliff End.  The Tramway was therefore lifted in this section, but continued 
to run for a time between Winchelsea Beach and the lifeboat station at Rye Harbour.  We are not 
sure when it finally disappeared. In April 1950 R&JG was absorbed by the Kent River Board and 
at that time the sea wall was completed.  
  
Older readers may have childhood memories of the Tramway when it was operational – if so, 
we’d love to hear from you. We’re not aware of any physical evidence of the rail track here at 
Cliff End, but of course the embankment on which it stood 80 years ago still dominates the view. 
Perhaps we will explore the Rye Harbour area to see what other traces of this short-lived railway 
may still exist.  
  
David Breakell and Fran Rogers 
  
This article incorporates information and pictures taken from an article by Barry Kitts, writing 
for the Narrow Gauge Railway Society’s magazine, “The Narrow Gauge”, by whose kind 
permission we are reproducing them. A copy of their Issue 120, dated August 1988, which 
contains much more technical information on the construction and operation of the Tramway, is 
now available from info@thearc.uk. Thanks also to Chris O’Donoghue for drawing our attention 
to it.  
 
Also available on our website from the NRGS is an article (by Kevin Payne, Issue 130) on the 
Rye & Camber Tramway, whose tracks leading to the Golf Club Halt can still be spotted if you 
walk from Rye to Camber on the eastern bank of the Rother.   
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WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? – SARAH UPTON 
 
Currently many people have more free time and some might be looking for a new interest. I 
thought I would explain why I became interested in genealogy and local history. I have now been 
researching my family tree and local history for over 20 years. 
 
It started with my Grandad, he was a great teller of stories of times passed, and he captivated 
everyone with his tales. He could invite Jehovah’s witnesses in, chat for an hour, then they left 
with smiling faces and not having mentioned the religious bit at all! He would talk at length about 
his Grandad and the life he led, as well as other local characters. His Grandad (my 2x great 
grandad) actually led a pretty amazing life and his achievements I appreciate more now. He was 
born an illegitimate child in Rye Workhouse, any details of his father other than the name, evade 
me still, but he grew up from a background of poverty to owning 3 farms. I have looked for a 
source of money, but I cannot find one so it really was all down to hard graft. Yet he never forgot 
his background and helped out those who had fallen on hard times, donated to charities and 
looked after his workers extremely well which is evidenced in farm and household account books. 
During one such conversation Nan wrote down some basic details of the family for me on a scrap 
of notepaper. Twenty-five years on I still have that piece of paper and it is quite a treasured 
possession as the only example I possess now of my Nan’s handwriting.  
 
We also knew that we were connected to a famous local smuggler – if you look at the well 
documented Battle of Sidley Green you will find the history of Uncle Spencer. At the time we 
did not know the exact link and this is partly how my journey started. Grandad didn’t know the 
first name of his great grandmother and with him at this point in his late 80s I thought I would 
take the first steps and apply for his grandfather’s birth certificate. This involved a call to the 
local records office and sending off cheques, nowadays it is online and much quicker. Identifying 
Harriet was good, but it opened up more questions and trying to find her in census and baptism 
records to prove her parents was a little tricky. My aunt in Australia, hearing that I had been 
enthused about the family tree started looking at things from there (it is something that we still 
share across the globe now) and managed to find some contacts in the southern hemisphere. 
Smuggler Spencer had had his execution commuted to transportation and there are a lot of 
enthusiastic genealogists in the southern hemisphere. Spencer also had a brother that followed 
him to Australia and a cousin that had gone to New Zealand.  
 
That provided quite a lot of information, but I still had to work through the records to work out 
where 3x Great Granny fitted in the puzzle and it took trips to the records office in Lewes to 
resolve that. With Harriet linked in we now had a direct line back to 1700 in Brede. Life then 
overtook my grandparents passed, I married and had kids, but I maintained my interest in any 
local history or family story.  
 
Some good friends were involved in trying to improve the local bridleways situation for us horse 
riders and together we investigated a couple of old routes. This involved more trips to the records 
office, looking at old maps and records. This trip into old records further fueled the fire as these 
records just keep bringing up more things to question.  
 
I then did little until about three years ago, at the time I had a lovely job where basically, I had to 
mind the phone and reception for much of the time to ensure that the partners were not interrupted 
too much by things such as clients and phone calls. My job share colleague took most of her  
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holiday in the quiet season, but I had to do overtime to cover for her. At this point to try and fill 
a day of very little I decided I would finally bite the bullet and join that well known family tree 
site Ancestry. 
 
Compared with travelling across the county to look at old records, things suddenly took off at a 
rapid speed. Ancestry links you in with other people who have researched the same branch and 
quickly they could have done all the hard work for you. However, people have gone wrong in 
their trees so it is well worth fact checking everything against the records available there as all 
too many people will just copy another’s mistake. I quickly had the paternal line back to 1600 
and unless you are related to the aristocracy that is probably as good as you are going to get as 
records before that time didn’t really exist.  
 
Having exhausted that line, I did my maternal line and am working my way through all the side 
branches. My family tree now has over 1300 names.  We have done my partner’s family tree and 
we have visited fascinating villages and graveyards across the country. These are extremely cost 
effective activities on holiday and have sent to us to beautiful places off the beaten track. Ancestry 
is fascinating but it still doesn’t give you all the details of a person’s life, or put it in context with 
the social history of the time, for example it wouldn’t tell you anything about my great great 
grandfather’s achievements, and although Smuggler Spencer’s activities were picked up, it 
doesn’t register that his brother-in-law was shot dead by the excise men in a different incident. 
Nor did it pick up that a great uncle committed suicide after probably murdering his wife. No 
wonder Gran did not speak at all of her family as they certainly had their issues! 
 
Other information I am now compiling on people’s lives by using the British Newspaper Archive. 
To start I just joined for a month and grabbed as much information as I could, now I use it 
regularly and for the same price as a TV subscription I find it far more interesting.  
 
Technology has opened a door to the past and can be a great experience, whether you just dip a 
toe in or become fully immersed. A number of my grandad’s tales had probably come from his 
grandad due to the dates involved and with the resources now available I have been able to back 
these up with evidence. At one point I thought my family were so boring as every census entry, 
down every branch read “Agricultural Labourer”, but just as with job titles these days they lived, 
loved and did what they had to do to put food on the table. I now have books in my head inspired 
by their lives, maybe one day I will write them, but one thing is for certain, that I have already 
changed career due to the history written by one of them.  
 
If you enjoy playing detective, or the puzzles that you solve by working back from the limited 
information you are given then historical research could be for you.  

® 2 parents 
® 4 grandparents 
® 8 great-grandparents 
® 16 second great-grandparents 
® 32 third great-grandparents 
® 64 fourth great-grandparents 
® 128 fifth great-grandparents 
® 256 sixth great-grandparents 
® 512 seventh great-grandparents 
® 1,024 eighth great-grandparents 
® 2,048 ninth great-grandparents 

For you to be born today from 12 previous 
generations, you needed a total sum of 4,094 

ancestors over the last 400 years. 

Think for a moment – How many struggles? 
How many battles? How many difficulties? 
How much sadness? How much happiness? 

How many love stories? How many expressions 
of hope for the future? – did your ancestors 

have to undergo for you to exist in this present 
moment… 
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347 BUS TIMETABLE

Pett to Hastings
SCH HOLS HOLS SCH

Pett, Chick Hill 08:19 08:26 10:12 12:17 14:02 15:42 15:47 08:26 14:02
Pett, Church 08:22 08:29 10:15 12:20 14:05 15:45 15:50 08:29 14:05
Guestling Green School 08:29
Guestling, The White Hart 08:34 08:34 10:20 12:25 14:10 15:50 15:55 08:34 14:10
Ore, The Kings Head 08:38 08:38 10:24 12:29 14:14 15:54 15:59 08:38 14:14
Ore Post Office 08:40 08:40 10:26 12:31 14:16 15:56 08:40 14:16
Milward Road Manor Road 08:45 08:45 10:30 12:35 14:20 16:00 08:45 09:52 11:57 14:20 15:22
Hastings, Queens Road 10:35 12:40 14:25 16:05 09:57 12:02 14:25 15:27
Hastings, Harold Place 08:49 08:49 08:49
Hastings, Rail Station 08:51 08:51 08:51
Fairlight Glen 16:03
Fairlight, Cove Hotel 16:09
Pett Level 16:15

Hastings to Pett
HOLS SCH

Hastings, Rail Stop E 13:30 15:10 15:10 13:30 15:10
Queens Road, opp 
Priory Meadow Stop N 09:45 11:50 13:35 15:15 15:15 16:40 17:40 09:45 11:50 13:35 15:15 16:40 17:40
Milward Road Manor Road 09:50 11:55 13:40 15:20 15:20 06:45 17:45 09:50 11:55 13:40 15:20 16:45 17:45
Ore Post Office 09:55 12:00 13:45 15:25 15:25 17:50 13:45 17:50
Ore, The Kings Head 09:57 12:02 13:47 15:27 15:27 17:52 13:47 17:52
Guestling, The White Hart 10:01 12:06 13:51 15:31 15:31 17:56 13:51 17:56
Guestling School 15:34
Pett, Church 10:06 12:11 13:56 15:36 15:42 18:01 13:56 18:01
Pett, Chick Hill 10:09 12:14 13:59 15:39 15:45 18:04 13:59 18:04

SCH
HOLS School Holidays Only

Mondays to Fridays Saturdays

Mondays to Fridays Saturdays

School Days Only

We have transcribed the above timetables from those provided by Stagecoach. If 
you spot any errors or know of any changes then please let us know.
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WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 
Roads, road markings, verges, signs, drains, potholes, fallen trees, footpaths, etc  
https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk 
0345 6080190 

Councillor  Keith Glazier 07957 377844 cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk 
 
Planning, refuse & recycling, fly-tipping & pollution, dog & pest control, beach 
bye-laws 
http://www.rother.gov.uk/residents 
01424 787000 
 

Councillors Andrew Meir  01424 814178 cllr.andrew.mier@rother.gov.uk 
Roger Bird  01424 813636 cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk 

 
Pett Level - Sea Wall  
Environment Agency   03708 506 506 
 
PETT PARISH COUNCIL may be able to help you find out who to contact if you 
have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being dealt with, and can 
assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event of continued poor service. 
 
The Council are responsible for: the maintenance of recreation ground and play area 
(with the exception of the bowling green, sports pavilions, tennis courts and cricket 

pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association); the defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the 
Royal Oak; the war memorial at Pett Church; several roadside benches, noticeboards and village signs; 
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine. The Council also can provide a parish wide 
view on planning applications but the Local Planning Authority who makes the decision is Rother 
District Council. 
 
We usually meet on the second Tuesday of alternate months and all are welcome. For more details 
about what the council does and how you can get involved then contact any of the councillors below 
or the council pages on PettNet.org.uk 
 
Alan Crouch (Vice-Chair)  01424 813145  cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk 
Judith Dean    01424 812249  cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk 
Andrew Dunlop   01424 813368  ardunlop1@yahoo.co.uk 
VACANCY       
David Penfold (Chair)  01424 813003  cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk 
David Terrell   07968 584276  cllr.david.terrell@pettnet.org.uk 
Mike Wilkins   01424 813206  cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk 
Parish Clerk 
Mary Philo    01797 270790  clerk@pettnet.org.uk 
Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH 
 
GAS LEAKS  National Gas Emergency Service 0800 111 999   
POWER CUT  UK Power Networks   105  
(including overhead power lines) 
WATER LEAK  Southern Water emergency service 0800 820 999  
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VILLAGE CONTACTS & OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS

Allotments Libby Rothwell 07714 340674 libby.rothwell891@gmail.com
Archive Resource 
Centre David Breakell 812964 info@thearc.uk

Badminton Anne & Paul Wadey 316209 pawadey@tiscali.co.uk
Bowls Club Eddie Quinlan 431463       
British Legion Brian Green 812450       toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk
Cricket Club Andrew Dunlop 813368
Dance Fitness Laura Mitchell 07527 105352       lauramitchell6@sky.com
Flower Show Philippa Strickland 814384       pstrickl@icloud.com
Flowerpots Abbe Whittle 07980 008347                  @ pettflowerpotsplaygroup
Gardening Club Bob Harris 815151 bob.june@btopenworld.com
Neighbourhood 
Watch Caroline Turner 813368 littlebudspett@gmail.com

Pett Churches
- Church Wardens

- Friends 
- St Nicholas

Angela Hawksley
John Case
Gill Plank
Fran Rogers

812705
812224
812154
812964

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com
johncase@me.com
gillplank@yahoo.co.uk

Pett Level 
Preservation Trust Theresa Noutch 814370       theresanoutch@aol.com

Pilates Annie Cuthbert 01797 225186  tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com
POPP Sheila Thomas 01303 237778
Pole Dancing Jane Baldwin 07403 256148 jane@mrzen.co.uk
PVH Committee Tim Rothwell 07850 469314        tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls Eric Butler 814869       Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk
Stoolball Janet Fuller 01303 873227
Tennis Club Stuart Ware 815197            petttennisclub@gmail.com
The Club Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Village Voices Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
WI Amanda Leeson 07968 443646 pettwi.sec@gmail.com
Yoga Class Robin Hutt 813182       robinhutt@btinternet.com
ROOMS FOR HIRE
Methodist Chapel Wendy Hatch 01424 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Sports Pavilion Stuart Ware 01424 815197 sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
Village Hall Clare Walker 07762 836596 village.hall@pettnet.org.uk
New Beach Club 01424 812080 info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT TO BE IN INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION
Conquest & Eastbourne Hospitals 0300 131 4500
Harold Road Surgery 01424 720878
Hastings Old Town Surgery (Ice House) 01424 452800
Samaritans 116 123
Citizens Advice 03444 111 444
RSPCA Emergency Services 0300 1234 999
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