19th January 2021 PETT PARISH VIRTUAL COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
I hereby give notice that a Virtual Meeting of Pett Parish Council will take place on
19th January 2021 at 7.30pm
and you are hereby summoned to attend.
Signed M E Philo
Mary Philo (Clerk to Pett Parish Council) on 14th January 2021
(Members are reminded to make any declarations of interests prior to the appropriate agenda item)
Members of the Public are welcome to join the meeting through the Zoom platform on
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84112705890?pwd=TS82cGdCSFlzUVFLZ1ZLWERRVVhUUT09
If you wish to speak, members of the public are requested to advise the Clerk by email that they wish to
speak by 5pm on the 14th January 2021 (clerk@pettnet.org.uk)

AGENDA

1. Formalities
1.1 Establish quorum
(LGA1972 sch12, 12/28/45)
1.2 Apologies and reasons for absence.
(LGA1972 sch12, 12)
Resignation of Councillor John Leeson
1.3 Declarations of interest and whether prejudicial.
1.4 To consider any requests for dispensations that have been received in writing prior to the agenda date.
(Code of Conduct)
2. Agreement of Previous Meeting Minutes
To agree the minutes of the 17th November 2020 as a true record.
Adjournment of the Meeting for Public Time
Reports from District and County Councillors
Questions and comments from the public on items on the agenda.
Reconvening of the Meeting
3. Covid-19 Vaccination Rollout
In response to concerned residents Rother Association for Local Councils is writing to Sally-Ann Hart Member
of Parliament for Hastings and Rye.
4. To Review the Delegation to the Clerk during Coronavirus 19
To agree to renew the delegation to the Clerk the day to day running of the parish council and delegation
to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman responding to planning applications and
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any other major issue, till 16th March 2021

(Local Government Act 1972 section 101)

4.1 Decisions made under delegation (for information only):
RR/2020/1826/P Curlew Cottage land adjacent, Pett Level Road, Pett Level: Proposal Erection of a new
single detached dwelling and detached garage and, associated works. General Comment: Pett Parish
Council would wish to support any local family wishing to stay in Pett Level whether it would be either
building to accommodate a larger family unit, which is becoming more prevalent today, or building
smaller for downsizing. However, the parish council recognises that the Pett Level area is a protected rural
community and, under the latest local plan, new homes are only allowed in limited circumstances. This
application may currently not fulfill these criteria. Should this not be the case, then conditions should be
applied to ensure least inconvenience to neighbours with traffic management plans and least damage to
surrounding National Trust land, cliff area and landscape.
5. Planning
5.1 Enforcements
11 Glebe Cottages, Elm Lane – breach of planning permission RR/2019/2520/P
5.2 Appeals
None outstanding
5.3 Planning Decision notified
RR/2020/1496/P Watermill House, Watermill Lane: Single storey timber orangery to replace existing
conservatory – Permitted conditionally
5.4 Applications to be considered
RR/2020/2452/P French Lodge, Pett Road : Replacement dwelling
RR/2020/2193/P Stonewalls, Pett Level Road: Single storey garage to side of dwelling and repair works to
garden landscaping.
RR/2020/2334/P 2 Long Croft, Pett Level Road: Erection of two bay garage
5.5 Local Plan 5-year Housing Target
Rother is not currently meeting its housing target which may mean that some of the restrictions on planning
may be relaxed.
6. Finances
6.1 Third Quarter Financial Report
See end of agenda. Current account Balance as at 30th September £38,528.08 and 31st October £37,599.83
6.2 Receipts for November and December
See end of agenda
6.3 Payments made since the last meeting (December)
See end of agenda
6.4 Payments to be authorised
£36.00
Maiden Accountancy Services: January to March Salary 2021 (vat £6)
£665.07
Staff: Salaries
£50.00
Mr Barker: Surface water drainage Easement annual charge
6.5 2021 – 2022 Precept
To agree to set the precept for 2021 -2022 at £26,000 per annum
6.6 Donation to Air Ambulance
To agree to donate £200 to Air Ambulance
6.7 Society for Local Council Clerks
To agree to fund £73.60 of the clerk’s annual membership. Membership cost £208 which is shared
between the three councils in proportion to their precepts.
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6.8 Council Risk Assessment for 2020
Having reviewed the risk assessment, to confirm agreement, as required by the council’s financial
regulations. This should have been reviewed at the beginning of the new financial year but has been delayed
by the pandemic.
6.9 ARC Request for funding
Councillors to note that ARC is hoping for large donation in the next financial year. To consider whether to
give a donation from the current year. Suggestion £400
7. Surface Water Drainage Easement for the Recreation Ground
An easement between Mr and Mrs Barker and the Parish Council has been signed however the Barkers are
not will not sign the paperwork required to register the easement with Land Registry. The council solicitor
has advised that there is no law that could be applied to give the easement legality and only registering the
easement gives it any legal status. To agree to close the file with the solicitor and pay any outstanding
charges.
8. Clearing the area between the allotments themselves and boundary fence
The allotment society has asked for this are to be cleared of brambles and self-seeded bushes to allow for
delivery access to the furthermost plots. Quote is £1000 as it is a considerable area. To agreed to this
subject to confirmation of a new lease.
9. Parish Matters (for information and not for discussion)
Biodiversity Seminar
Highways is trialling some suitable verges to be left wild in order to increase biodiversity.
Wildflower Verge Opposite the Boat House Pett Level
East Sussex County Council has altered its position and now confirmed that this is a registered wild flower
verge. The question of parking on that verge is still to be resolved.
Guestling and Pett Housing Needs Survey
The delivery of the survey to residents was delayed due to the Christmas backlog at the post office but this
has now been delivered
East Sussex and Surrey Association for Local Councils Annual General Meeting Report
See end of agenda.
Council Website, Facebook Page and Twitter
Tim Rothwell has stepped down as webmaster and the clerk will continue to run it. Tim must be thanked for
all the work he has done on the website. The village hall is setting up its own website. The council is reestablishing the old Facebook page. Residents are reminded that any queries should be addressed by email
to the Clerk or by post as the Facebook page will be used only to communicate information.
Tennis Court Drainage
A grant application has been submitted to Rother District Council Community Fund. A response is expected
in March.
New Recreation Ground Noticeboard
Production has been delayed due to the pandemic.
Allotments
The council is chasing for a response on the contract.
Report from Pett Village Hall
Report is found at the end of the agenda.
Report from RALC meeting.
The new police contact for RALC is Inspector Christopher Varrall. Full report is available at the end of the
agenda.
Marsham Meeting
Guestling has offered to host this but a date is still to be finalised.
Parish Council Minutes from 1950 to 2001
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Minutes prior to 1950 have been stored at the Keep now in Brighton. The Clerk is currently scanning those
she holds between 2002 to date. We have been advised that at some point the council went paperless but
this was after 2000. The Council continues to investigate.
10. Date of next meeting
16th March 2021, 7.30pm. Virtual.
Pett Parish Council Third Quarter Financial Report 2020 -2021 (10th January 2021)
Under the pandemic the third quarter continued quietly settling the bill for the village maintenance at least
£1,000 less than anticipated as the cricket outfield was not cut regularly since the season did not really take
place. Quotes were obtained to resolve the tennis court drainage. A longer term solution has been decided
upon should a grant be obtained to assist with costs. Last year’s allotment lease fee has still not been
banked.
Current Account
Total receipts for the quarter is £1,200.70.
Most of the income came from magazine adverts: being £1,150
Total net payments for the quarter is £6,664.78.
Most payments were general running costs including £40 for the data handler registration. The allotments
water bill came in at £82.54 and the public works loan payment of £675 was made for the grant to the village
hall. The Externa audit was completed and the council given a clean bill of health, the bill for that was £240.
The village maintenance charge was only £ 2,070 and 3 signs for the defibrillator phone kiosk cost £ 39.30
As at the 31st December 2020 the bank balance stood at £ 32,534.07 (taking into consideration unpresented
amounts). In addition to outstanding invoice £100 the council holds within the current account the following
ring fenced sums:
Noticeboard/information board military canal (£1,800.00)
Noticeboard/information board Wreck post (£1,000.00)
Pavilion works (£2,100.00)
Community Infrastructure Levy (£2,506.14)
Money held back from drainage works on the recreation ground £600
Reserve 50% precept (£10,000.00)
Leaving £14,427.93
Payments to be made in the final quarter
Salary £1,996
Magazine prints £ 900
Mobile Phone £10 (Pett share only)
Easement £50
Legal Expenses £100 (est)
Cesspit £130
Other donations,
Total £3,336.
The only income due is from magazine adverts.
Project Remember
There has been no income or expenditure on this account. Balance is £1,458.50

November and December Receipts
£100.00
Magazine Advert: Dream Doors
£9.51
Iden PC: Share of Clerk’s Mobile Phone
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£200.00
£100.00
£100.00
£50.00
£50.00
£200.00
£1.68
£100.00
£15.00

Magazine Advert: Garden Gems
Magazine Advert: Garden Maintenance Paul King
Magazine Advert: Hastings and Rother
Magazine Advert: Wandale Pest Control
Magazine Advert: Andy Keel Seafood
Magazine Advert: Think Different/ Technology management
Iden PC : Share of Clerk’s Mobile Phone
Magazine Advert: Flat Roof Problems
Magazine Subscription: Resident

Payments since the last meeting (December)
£34.68
EE Mobile: Phone for Clerk (vat £5.22)
£107.47
M Philo: back pay
£82.54
Southern Water: Allotments
£17.25
D Penfold: Donation to Poppy Appeal
£5.05
EE Mobile: Phone for Clerk (vat £1.01)
£665.07
Staff: Salaries
£765.00
Public Works Loan Board: Grant to village hall
£355.25
Impression IT : November Print invoice 14156
£30.00
B Kirkham: Magazine Delivery Expenses
£47.16
Care Signs Ltd: Defibrillator signs for Kiosk
£30.50
S Adams: Magazine Editors Expenses
£40.00
M Philo: Data Handler Registration for Council
£240.00
PKF Littlejohn LLP: External Audit (vat £40)
£88.80
Safeplay: Playground Inspection (vat £14.80)
East Sussex and Surrey Association for Local Councils (9th December 2020)

This was conducted by Zoom having been postponed from 4th November 2020. Attended by J. Dean
and D. Penfold.
This was primarily a business meeting to elect a President and ESSALC representatives for external
bodies. Lord Amptill was re-elected President, and the various representatives for the external
bodies. There was no further business.
The meeting concluded with a presentation from Darrel Gale, Director of Public Health for ESCC. He
spoke about the rising rates of infection across the county particularly in Hastings and Rother and
discussed possible reasons including complacency and lack of compliance. He stressed the need for
continued compliance especially with the approach of the Christmas season.
(Most of what he said was superceded within days by the imposition of Tier 4 and the subsequent
restrictions on Christmas).
Report of RALC meeting, Wednesday 13 January 2021
The accounts were approved, also the budget for the next financial year. Subscriptions are to remain the
same as the current year, but the Parish-on-line subscription will increase from £45 to £50.
Two new representatives to ESALC were approved.
The new police liaison officer, Inspector Christopher Varrall, introduced himself. he has only started last
week and so is still bringing himself up to speed.
Keith Robertson gave a very useful presentation on the speeding trial at Catsfield (Councillor Dean is
producing a separate report on this) and Inspector Varrall indicated that he was keen to cooperate in this
project across Rother. The report from Highways also indicated a willingness to cooperate. It was also noted
that there was to be a meeting with Costain for a review of dealing with pot holes.
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Cllr Sue Prochak, deputy leader of Rother DC, reported on the success of the Rother conference and the
subsequent session on Biodiversity. She also noted there would be a further session on 11 February on
environmental policy. Other points were:
 Covid has cost RDC £1 million and they are looking for ways of making savings
 The new corporate plan will be out for consultation very soon
 The bring recycling sites are mnot working well; too many loads are contaminated, so a number of
sites will be closed, but only where roadside collection is available
 Work on the local plan is ongoing. However, the housing target is 736 houses per year, while at
present only just over 200 per year are being built
 The government is still planning to hold elections in May, but the situation is still unclear (the
message from NALC today – 14 January – says that this will be kept under review)
 The Covid vaccination programme is proving to be a bureaucratic nightmare, with the main centre
for Rother being in Etchingham, which for parts of Rother is impractical to get to
These points were confirmed by Malcolm Johnson, RDC CEO.
Following this there was discussion of the vaccination programme and it was agreed to write to MPs, asking
for three things: a centre in East Rother and/or the possibility of vaccination by GPs and pharmacies,
clarification of communication and a simplification of the procedure for approving those who are to give
injections. Cllrs John Barnes and Issy Horsley would lead on this. Councils were also also encouraged to write
to their MP.
There was a presentation by Kristina Sodomkova (Environment and Policy Manager, RDC) on the results of
the wildlife verges survey and a few words from James Newmarch (Landscape Officer, ESCC) on the trial of
wildlife verges being carried out in 12 parishes in East Sussex, in which it is proposed that the May/June rural
cut not be carried out to allow the wild flowers to develop.
There was a summary of the results of the survey asking for clerks’ experience and possible requirements of
the services of SSALC and ESALC. There had only been nine responses, but the main issues were the same:
training, information and advice.
The secretary also showed pages from the new RALC website, which will be going live shortly. See home
page below. The site will contain all RALC papers and initially only be accessible to RALC reps and clerks.
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