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Dear Readers
Welcome to the January edition of the Parish Magazine. We have a
nostalgic look at bygone times with an article first published in the
Hastings Observer from June 1913. Also included, a delicious recipe from
Su Fleigh, Red Pepper and Lentil Soup. On page 43, is your chance to have
your say with the local Housing Needs Survey.
A reminder that the Village Hall Committee will kindly allow motorists to
use the Village Hall car park, to help alleviate any parking problems,
adjacent to the pinch point, near the post box on Pett Road. On page 9,
we have an update from the Archive Resource Centre. They are looking for
equipment for the Gallery in the Village Hall, which is being converted at
this time. They also require some specialist help. Can you assist them or
know someone that can?
Do you want to contribute to the Rye Food Bank? See the Women’s
Institute article on page 27. There are now nine donations points in the
area for non perishable goods. The Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
have a few 2021 calendars left and they also have a very unusual raffle
prize on offer for their open day next year.
A happy new year to all from the Parish Magazine Team
THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 John Case, Assistant Editor 01424
812224 or 07525032198, Richard Bradshaw on 079 5839 0899, Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424
813206, Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022, Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator,
01424 812323 and not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area,
then we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk
DEADLINES:

Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. Adverts

(new, changes, payments) - MID-DAY THE 1STof each month.
Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name,
address and phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before
naming individuals, either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We
reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. Pett & Pett
Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every reasonable
effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the
publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise
indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles,
announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the
news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here
within this publication
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Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
It’s 2021 at last and welcome to the New Year at Pett Level Independent
Rescue Boat! We hope everyone in the Pett Parish has stayed safe and
well over the festive period and we sincerely hope 2021 will prove much
better than 2020 turned out to be.
So, as we all start afresh in 2021, a few updates, news to share and a little
tentative planning are in order ...:
● We received some kind donations at the end of 2020, to help keep us
afloat. Peter Woodroffe of Pett Level kindly donated £250 and
Ceramic artist Marian Mason of Winchelsea Beach raised £83 for us at
her Christmas Open Studio.
● We’ve received a very generous prize donation of a brand new £5,000
hot tub from Homewood Leisure in Rye. This fabulous hot tub is the
star in a single prize raffle which runs from now until our Open Day in
May 2021 - the raffle will still be drawn by Stuart Homewood on the
day, even if continued waves of the virus mean the Open Day cannot
take place. Tickets are £2.50 each and are currently available from
our boathouse and from Homewood Leisure. We’re hoping to also be
able to sell these through some local outlets, so if you have a local
business or company and you’d be willing to sell these (either to the
public or in your staff room or business premises) please contact our
fundraising volunteers at plirbfundraising@gmail.com.
● We still have a few PLIRB calendars for sale at just £3 each or £5 for
2. This calendar is the last of its kind (photos taken by our volunteers)
because we’re creating a competition for 2022’s calendar. So, if
you’re already making the most of some of the glorious photo
opportunities that Pett Level offers, hang on to those images because
next month we’ll share how to enter the competition!
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Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
In other news, Pett Level residents may have noticed that our ‘new-to-us’
Launch and Recovery Vehicle has appeared ‘in action’ on the beach. We’re
in the phase of identifying quirks and outstanding works, but hope to have
an official unveiling of this vehicle as Spring arrives, to say a big thank you
to everyone in the community who has supported us with the fundraising
on this huge project.
And what else is to come? We’re tentatively putting community events,
Open Day, fundraisers and beach safety awareness activities into our 2021
calendar. Our 50th Anniversary celebration (now 51st) is also back into
planning mode, so please visit our website at https://plirb.com or our
social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue; Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat and
Instagram @pettlevelindyrescueboat to stay informed of plans and event
dates.
Until next month, wishing you all the best possible start to 2021. Thank
you for all your support and, as ever, please take care and stay beach
aware.
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By the time you read this, our archive room within Pett
Village Hall will have been constructed. Now we need
to furnish and equip it. We want our future volunteers
to work in a professional and comfortable environment,
so initially, we need desks and chairs
and, one computer to start the
process of cataloguing documents and photographs.
While we will need additional IT equipment to make
The ARC fully functional, some of this can come later.
Do YOU know of any local suppliers of office furniture
or IT kit who might help us given our limited budget?
Given the difficult year local businesses have had, we
would like to buy locally where we can.
Once we have the basics installed, we will begin the
process of cataloguing our existing archives. It will be
quite a challenge at the outset, to ensure that we are
proceeding in accordance with best practice. We are
in contact with The National Archives and other local
archives and aim to “pick their brains” but if you are,
or know of, a retired librarian or professional
archivist who could give us some practical advice
during this initial stage, it would be an enormous
help.
Because of the Covid-19 situation, we are not able to bring members and
volunteers into the archive room just yet. We hope we will be permitted
to do just that by the Spring. So that is when we will open the ARC for
general membership and when we aim to start training volunteers to help
with cataloguing the archive itself. This enforced pause will at least give
the committee members time to familiarise themselves with the
software and the indexing process, before we start to train others! In due
course, we will be looking for volunteers to help for just a couple of
hours a week. There will be a range of hopefully interesting tasks:
indexing archive material onto the ARC computers, dealing with outside
enquiries, scanning and logging articles from a range of sources, helping
with exhibitions, researching for ARC publications and so on.
Nothing
too onerous and there will always be someone there to help! Let us
know if you are interested.
Once again, thank you to all those who have supported us throughout this
process. We hope to have an open day as soon as we are
allowed.
You can contact us at info@thearc.uk
Or call David Breakell (Treasurer) or
Fran Rogers (Chair) at 01424 812964
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Church News
Both St Mary & St Peter church in Pett, and St Nicholas church in Pett Level
looked wonderfully festive and atmospheric during the month of December. St
Mary & St Peter boasted 3 trees this year, with a magnificent Christmas tree
outside the church, one in the church porch and one just before the Altar. Our
sincere and grateful thanks go to to Paul and Cathy Norris who provided the
tree outside the church, put it up safely, and with the help of their son and
daughter-in-law, decorated the tree with wonderful gold lights that shone out
like a beacon across the village.
Inside the church, the Flower Arranging Gang made the church look absolutely
beautiful with festive flower arrangements on each window, complete with
twinkling Christmas lights and candles. Our very grateful thanks go to them as
well for making the church look so welcoming to the congregation and visitors,
who were also delighted to see again, the wonderful Nativity Crib, with figures
beautifully handcrafted by Charlotte Zeepvat and her late mother, Joan.
There were also 3 trees at St Nicholas church on the beach at Pett Level. As
usual, Fran Rogers worked her magic and the whole church was glowing with
Christmas lights and decorations. Because of its location, St Nicholas gets a lot
of visits from holiday makers and we know from the comments they make just
how much they love and welcome this very friendly little church. Thank you to
Fran for all she does for St Nicholas and to Barbara as well, who makes sure the
church is opened and closed everyday.
Moving on to more prosaic matters, but important never the less. The PCC has
agreed to the installation of a new gas boiler and this will be carried out in
January by Andy Goodsell. Andy come to our rescue when the existing 50 year
old boiler decided enough was enough and stopped working during a particularly
nasty cold spell! Andy managed to get the old boiler working sufficiently to see
us through the December Christmas services for which we are grateful. Our
thanks must also go to an anonymous donor who has so generously agreed to
fund the cost of the new boiler. As our cash reserves are very low, this is indeed
a welcome gift for which we give thanks, especially as there is likely to be a
requirement for an upgrade of the church electrics at some point in 2021.
My fellow Churchwarden, Angela Hawksley and myself would also like to thank
Meriel Deasy and the Rev’d Kay Burnett who have worked tirelessly to maintain
church services since the Rev’d Richard Barron retired in October. Thank you to
them both. What we would do with out them we do not know!
As we start a new year, the Churchwardens and PCC members extends their
good wishes to everyone in Pett & Pett Level as we hope and pray for a more
positive and safer 2021 for us all. Details of our church services are below and
we would love to see you there! You will be made very welcome.
John Case, on behalf of Pett Parochial Church Council (PCC)
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Church Services for January 2021
3rd January 10.30am Holy Communion, Pett Church
10th January 10.30am Morning Worship, Pett Church
17th January 10.30am Holy Communion, St Andrews, Fairlight
24th January 10.30am Holy Communion, Pett Church
31st January 10.30am Holy Communion, St Andrews, Fairlight
Subject to change. Masks and distancing apply.

Long time passing Angela Hawksley

As old age takes hold, one tends to look back rather than forwards.
So here is a recollection from my early Pett Level years.
In the fifties when my parents bought a weekend cottage in Pett Level
the sea consistently washed up lots of driftwood. My father used to
encourage my brother and me to collect the wood which he used for
various DIY projects as well as the fire. We enjoyed this foraging and
often had fun and got wet chasing large pieces of wood in the sea.
One winter’s day we were collecting wood and my father came on to
the beach to see how we were getting on and he saw a man filming
us. The man explained that he was a Russian visitor. In those
Communist days there was a Russian holiday home somewhere near
Hawkhurst and the elite loyal Communists who stayed there were
allowed to travel in a narrow corridor down to the coast.
He
explained that he was going to call his film Winter Harvest and he
intended to show it back in the USSR to illustrate how English
peasants lived.
My father said something to him about how hard life in the USSR must
be but the Russian stated firmly that everyone lived very comfortably
there and were always warm and well-fed.
My father replied: ”If you say so!”

FREE PARKING AT PETT VILLAGE HALL

It's so good that the village is getting back to some
degree of normality with the pubs, TicToc and the Post
Office open again for (albeit restricted) business.
Just a reminder that their customers, as well as of
course village residents, their visitors and contractors,
are very welcome to park for free in the
Pett Village Hall Car Park
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To Pett, by way of the field paths
This articles is from the Hastings Observer from
June 1913. Thank you to Sarah Upton for sourcing
this article and providing the typed document and
the two beautiful illustrations included.
Original text by A.M.A.
Few places in the neighbourhood are less easy of access than Pett.
Hence we get at once an added charm.
The moment any village becomes popular by being easy to get at, it
generally ends in being vulgarized. Pett lies far away from the sight and
sound of the railways, and still prefers the carrier’s van to the iron horse.
The question of transport has not altered for many years. The observant
eye will notice in the morning, a vehicle in the neighbourhood of the
Memorial slowly winding its way towards the Old Town, ladies with a
miscellaneous cargo, human and otherwise, whose ultimate destination is
to Pett. Early, in the morning, Pett has given us of her best in the way of
scores of gallons of rich, fresh milk and with the return of the empties, the
balance of the weight is adjusted by sundry and drivers persons, generally
ladies of varying ages, who accompanied by a number of parcels of widely
differing dimensions and sometimes, a cycle or two are going to “have a
day at Pett”. One can almost tell the season of the year by glancing at the
countenances of the passengers. The smile of anticipatory delight seems to
broaden with the varying periods, reaching its expensive maximum in the
spring just about primrose time.
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To Pett, by way of the field paths
Without this conveyance Pett would still be an undiscovered country to
many, but every village finds some worthy citizen to overcome difficulties
of this nature and the name of Colegate is to Pett, what Harrod or
Whiteley stands for to the average Londoner. True, it is that the tram now
takes about a third of the distance off, but I am confident that very few of
these who are conveyed direct to the village by the vehicle alluded to
would ever take the journey, if they had to walk from the tram route to
the village and back.
But for the purposes of our walk, even the welcome conveyance direct to
Pett must for the moment be discarded, for with the advent of summer
and the

DELIGHTS OF FIELD AND HEDGEROWS
we want to leave the high road and take our journey by the field paths.
For this purpose we will presume the rambler has, either by tram or on
foot, found his way to Ore from which point we will make our start.
Leaving Christ Church, Ore and walking up the Fairlight road for some
distance, we notice a sign-post on our left pointing the way to North’s
Seat. Here we leave the road and take the track up to North’s Seat. If it is
clear, the view from here is always worth a few minutes pause, for it is the
best view spot in our immediate locality. Leaving North’s Seat and looking
eastward towards Fairlight Church, our track follows in that direction for
about one hundred yards, where we go through the swing gate in front of
us, and straight ahead down the field passing a large clump of trees
immediately on our left. If you look right in front as you come down the
field, you will see the tall spire of Pett Church about 2 ½ miles ahead of
you as the crow flies, but rather more than that as you will walk. It is
always advisable when possible to get an early view of the point you are
steering for, as it makes a walk more interesting.
At the bottom of the field we cross the road and take the little swing gate
opposite and keep straight down on the field path ahead. Following down
we pass The Hall, Fairlight, which is about two hundred yards on our right.
At the end of two or three fields our path enters a little copse and crossing
two small wooden bridges we follow a few yards across a field till our path
comes out close to a large swing gate that crosses a cart-track. Here we
cross the track and take the path straight ahead with the six-wire fence
close to our right hand. About fifty or sixty yards along we go through a
small swing gate, and another fifty yards further we go through another
swing gate.
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To Pett, by way of the field paths
Now just pause for a moment, for at this point your attention is closely
needed. You will notice that the path now turns up a little slightly to our
left. We do not want to take this path. Straight in front of us as we stand at
the gate are five oak trees, I am taking no account of the holly tree on their
right. Steer between the two bottom oak trees, and in a few yards straight
on you will notice signs of a path that shows very little use. This leads us
straight ahead to a stile when our path enters a copse. It is only a few yards
through the copse and we emerge into another field. Keep straight down the
field with the hedgerow close to your right. At the bottom of the field get
over a stile and proceed on the path straight ahead. Lower down we get
over another stile, and crossing the road follow the path on the other side
straight ahead with a tall hedgerow immediately on your left. Some
distance further on we cross another road, and here again we take the field
path directly opposite. We now see the

SPIRE OF THE CHURCH
Straight ahead. Our path leads into a wood and shortly becomes more of a
cart track. It now begins to ascend as we go through the leafy and shady
wood, and shortly it leads us into the main road directly opposite the
blacksmith’s forge. We are now in Pett village and taking the right on
emerging from the wood it is only two or three minutes walk to the Church.
Pett Church like Fairlight, is a mere infant in point of age. It stands in a
pleasant position and is

SEEN FROM ALMOST ANY POINT
In the district. The present Rector is the Rev. F.C.A Young, who will be
remembered by many as the Curate of St John’s at St Leonards for several
years. His father, the Rev. Frederick Young, was Rector of Pett from 1857 to
1882. I remember him well. He was a man much beloved, and zealous of
good works. He was followed by the Rev. John Moore Fincher, who was
Rector from 1882 to 1909 when he died, in his 86th year, after having charge
of the parish for twenty-seven years. The present Rector took charge four
years ago, and I am sure every inhabitant of Pett will re-echo the sentiment
when I express the fervent hope that he may be spared to look after the
wants of his little flock for a period even greater than either of the two
previous Rectors, who between them had the oversight of the parish for no
less than fifty-two years. An old font, dating back to 1763, can be seen in
the churchyard close to the South-East corner of the church, the present
font being a gift many years ago by the father of Archdeacon Churton of
Bexhill.
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To Pett, by way of the field paths
Pett, like most of our Sussex villages, is very straggling, being built along
both sides of the main road only. Its situation is open and very pleasant,
being well above the marsh land, although when viewed from Fairlight it
looks as if it were right in the valley. The walker that is not afraid of a
mile or two should continue on past the church, and descending Chick
Hill, come out at the seashore at Cliff End, returning to Hastings by way
of the path over the cliffs and hillside to Fairlight. Or one could walk up
the marshes by the military canal over Pett Level, right up to Winchelsea.
These are questions for individual tastes and capabilities. The walk to
Pett from Christ Church, Ore, by the field path route described is about
three and a half miles, and it would be about the same distance by the
main road. At this time of the year the fields have more to offer us than
the roadway, although many a country roadside teems with good things. A
pilgrimage to Pett will be a change for many of our town dwellers, and
one that will do them good.
And now we must take our leave of Pett. Here in this peaceful, but
somewhat out of the way spot, Pett pursues the even tenour of her way.
But it would be folly to think that life in these parts is monotonous and
unchanging. Like all communities, the Pettites have their periods when
they

SHAKE OFF THE SHACKLES
of routine, and wander abroad to towns and cities to see how other parts
of the world wag. I well remember a season or two ago leaving London for
home one night by the last train, which was due here some half hour or
more after midnight. Just as I had entered a compartment, and was
making myself comfortable, I heard, amid sounds of merry laughter,
voices with such a true Sussex ring about them that to my South country
ears they sounded something like “Auld Lang Syne” must sound to a
stranded Scot in a foreign land.

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
500 CLUB WINNER FOR NOVEMBER
Drawn on 2nd December 2020
1st Eve Button
2nd David Lambert
3rd Michael Wright
Pett Village Hall is a registered charity in England and Wales No 1005693
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To Pett, by way of the field paths
On putting my head out of the window I found a number of worthy
Pettites, under the charge of my friend the Rector, returning home after a
long day in the city. Eager to know what time they expected to get to
Pett, when the train would not arrive at Hastings until long after
midnight, I was informed that a conveyance would take some home, but
some of the more ardent members intended walking. I am sure that as
they journeyed towards Pett in the small hours of that summer’s morning
the signs of the approaching daylight must have been quite marked in the
Eastern skies before they got to rest.
Probably you think an adventure like this would throw out of gear the
working machinery of a small community like Pett. Nothing of the sort.
Next morning true to time those scores of gallons of rich fresh milk which
Pett out of her generosity daily gives us in return for certain shekels of
silver arrived in due course. The empties returned from Hastings with the
same unerring accuracy as if nothing whatever had happened. Certain
passengers, principally ladies, accompanied by more or less uncertain
parcels, took their places with the said empties in the vehicle which acts
for transport purposes for one and all, and went forth to “have a day at
Pett”.
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Pett on the Knit
Sadly, the Coffee morning in
December was cancelled
because of ‘you-know-what’
but that didn’t stop people
delivering knitted squares to
my door. We now have four
coats finished, two more in
production and enough
squares to make at least one
more. That makes over 800
squares, a magnificent
effort.
My particular thanks go to
Gillian Quick, Jenny Grist
a n d C h r i s Ta y l o r f o r
crocheting the squares
together to make the coats.
If you do have squares
completed PLEASE can you
let me have them in January
so that we know just how
many more coats we can
make. A couple of the coats
are modelled on the Pett
and Pett Level website and
the FB page.
They are beautifully heavy
so if any local organisation
could contribute to the cost of delivering them to Knit for Peace in
London, that would be wonderful.
Knit for Peace distributes regularly to 200 outlets, including hospitals,
women’s refuges, refugee drop-in centres, prisons, community groups,
and hospices as well as to developing countries and refugee camps, or
those living in the rubble in Syria. They send the knitting (and crochet) to
where it’s needed, also passing on donations of yarn and needles to
enable people on low incomes to knit. The operation has grown
organically, and we estimate we have over 22,000 knitters.
Knit for Peace is happy to receive any items: hats, gloves, scarves, baby
items – have a look at their website https://knitforpeace.org.uk.
Heather Godwin 07977 100 296
heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk
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Pett Women’s Institute News
When we started our Pett WI Community Appeal (WICAID) last summer, to
show our support for Rye Food Bank, we didn’t necessarily think that we
would be continuing it into 2021.
Sadly though, numbers needing
assistance from the nation’s food banks are increasing as people through no
fault of themselves, have fallen on hard times through unemployment or
sickness. At our December general meeting held on Zoom, Rye Food Bank
team member Mags Ivatts explained about the individuals and families who
were being assisted by the Food Bank.
Whilst
obviously keeping details strictly anonymous
members were shocked to hear about the plight of
some people in what appears to many of us do be an
affluent area of the country to live in.
As at 9 December 2020 we had donated on behalf of
our members and our close village neighbours some
2,000 items! Thank you to all who have helped contribute by donating
items/money/time – you are fantastic and all at Rye Food Bank are so
grateful and touched by all our efforts! We are very thankful for the hard
work every week of Pett WI’s Communty Aid Coordinator Hilary Dymott
and her team including Wendy Burgess, Sharon Sellens, Trish Walker and
Sally Watson.
So as we now go through the hardest months of the year, especially after
the additional expenditure of the festive period, we are continuing our
support.
Our efforts would not be possible without the support of those that have
provided donation points for us and as a reminder these are currently (as
of 13/12) at:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pett Village Hall (Lobby)
The Old Butcher’s Shop, Pett Road, Guestling
1 Arthur's Close, Pett Road, Pett
Nanini Tal, Cliff End Lane, Pett Level
Fairlight Post Office & Stores
The Barn, Shepherd's Way, Fairlight
The Firehills Cottage, Channel Way, Fairlight
Wakehams Farm Shop, Pett Level Road, Fairlight
Tea Beside the Orchard, Icklesham

If you'd like to contribute we're collecting non-perishable, in-date food
(tins, packets, cartons), toiletries, sanitary and household products but we
post every week on our Facebook page particular requirements for the
upcoming week.
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Pett Women’s Institute News
Financial donations: the WICAID team are happy to shop for items if you
prefer to contribute money rather than goods. Donations can either be
made by cheque (made payable to Pett WI) and sent to Jane Sweaney at
"Oakhurst", Pett Road, Pett, TN35 4HG or made directly into the Pett WI
Bank Account - Lloyds Bank - Sort Code: 30-98-97 - Account No: 70587368 with the reference for both as "Food Bank" please.
A reminder, if anyone needs assistance from the Food Bank to please make
contact with Rother District Citizens Advice & Representation Centre
(HARC) on 0333 3440681 or email info@harcuk.com and they will be happy
to help.
Although we are currently only able to hold our monthly meetings
virtually – and we are thrilled to see that many members are quickly
adding new techno-matters to their personal skill banks enabling them to
join in our varied speakers programmes with contributors from all around
the country and even in Europe - This coming year we are hopeful that we
will be able to reschedule many of the events we
had lined up for 2020 including a fundraising
Fashion Show called Fashion Frolics the date of
which is currently set for Friday 15th October at
Pett Village Hall with guest super-models and
fashion from The Funky Hen Boutique of
Icklesham!
Email us on pettwi@outlook.com if you would like a membership pack to
join us this year. From 1 April the annual subscription is £44. We usually
meet the third Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm but if you wish to get
in before then and join us this month the full cost will be £10.75 until 31
March 2021. In January only we hold our meeting on a Saturday morning
and this month it is scheduled virtually via Zoom for the 23rd at 11am; you
can then be in time for our February meeting where our Zoom guest
speaker will be artist Jackie Sumerfield who in addition to talking and
showing us her beautiful artwork will also be encouraging and teaching us
how to take part in creative journaling. We would love to have you join
us – our current membership incudes ladies from Pett, Pett Level,
Fairlight, Guestling, Icklesham, Rye, Brede, Hastings and St Leonards.
Search for us on our social media channels including Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram and for more details about the WI visit thewi.org.uk
Belinda Wood, President, Pett WI
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Smitten Kitten in the Kitchen
Red Pepper & Lentil Soup
A satisfying hearty soup to cheer you up and keep you
warm. I usually make double the quantity as it freezes
well and is good to have as a standby for a speedy lunch.
Serves 4
Ingredients
1 x tspn oil
75g/2¾oz lean smoked back bacon, finely chopped
1 med/large onion, finely chopped
1 med/large red pepper, finely chopped
1.5 litres/3lb 5oz chicken or vegetable stock
1 small sweet potato, peeled and finely diced
1 lg garlic glove, or 2 small ones
200g/7oz red lentils
large sprig thyme, or dried equivalent
1 bay leaf
salt and freshly ground black pepper
1. Heat the oil in a large saucepan. Add
the bacon, onion and red pepper.
Cook on a low heat for 5 minutes, or
until the vegetables have started to
soften.
2. Boil a kettle and make up the stock
in a jug and set aside.
3. Add the sweet potato, garlic and lentils to the bacon and
vegetables. Stir for a minute, then pour over the justboiled stock and add the herbs.
4. Season with salt and pepper. Return to the boil – then
turn down to a medium heat, cover, and cook for
between 15-20 minutes, or until the red lentils are
tender.
5. Remove the herbs. Blend using a stick-blender if
preferred – or you can leave the soup as is. Serve with
crusty bread.
Su Fleigh
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Guestling Bradshaw C.E Primary School
I hope you enjoy reading the lyrics to two Christmas songs our year 4 pupils
wrote together with the help of Ed Boxall, a visiting artist and author.
Also some poems written by year 5 pupils.
Merry Christmas from everyone at Guestling Bradshaw!
I Remember

What is Christmas about?
By Sonny-Mac Yr 5

By Year 4

Christmas!
People think it is about movies, stockings, decorations,
presemts, sleigh bell, snow sweets .
The list is endless.
But Christnas is actualyy about that very \holy \night,
when the hillls were calm ans sone shepherds were
looking after sheep.
Until an angel tells them to follow a star.
Same thing with three wise men!
When they arrived there was a baby.
They knew he was sent from God.
So let s celebrate Jesus- altogether- Yeah!

Do I really remember laying in the snow?
Do I really remember Santa drinking cocoa?
Do I really remember snowball fights?
I m not sure if I remember these things right.

Wha

be e han p e en

But I do remember Christmas lights.
But I do remember a warm glow inside.
I don t care if Christmas is hite
Just as long as there is Christmas love and light.
Just as long as there is Christmas love and light.
Was Santa really peeping through the door?
Were there elves really sliding on my floor?
Did I really see Rudolf eating mince pies?
I m not sure if I remember these things right

By Year 4

What s better than presents Christmas cards being made
What s better than presents Riding Santa s sleigh
What s better than presents Decorating the tree
What s better than presents Nativit
What makes these things even better?
When we do them together.
What s better than presents The Westfield lights
What s better than presents Teacher s pantomime
What s better than presents Paper sno flakes
What s better than presents Baking Christmas cake
What makes these things even better?
When we do them together.

But I do remember Christmas lights
But I do remember a warm glow inside
I don t care if Christmas is hite!
Just as long as there is Christmas love and light
Just as long as there is Christmas love and light
Next year I hope to sit by the fire with gingerbread
Next year I hope for a playful puppy
Next year I hope to see Santa zooming across the Sky
but if I don t I don t mind
Because I know that there will be Christmas lights
I kno there ll be a warm glow inside
I don t care if Christmas is hite
Just as long as there is Christmas love and light
Just as long as there is Christmas love and light

What s better than presents Elf on the shelf
What s better than presents Ringing Church bells
What s better than presents Watching stars at night
What s better than presents? Candles shining bright

Christmas is Family
By Tommy Year 5
What is Christmas?
It s love and it s choirs.
It s the angel above.
Christmas is family.
Christmas is joy.
But more importantly, the special baby boy.

What makes these things even better?
When we do them together.
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Peace by Angela Hawksley

(in thinking mode)

This Pandemic has given those of us who live alone a lot
more thinking time. My recent thoughts have been on the
meaning of the word PEACE and were prompted by a
rather moving radio programme in which a man explained
how he met a clergyman who seemed to have a sort of inner peace and the
speaker said he wanted some of that peace.
We use the word PEACE quite often in church services, in prayers and in Bible
readings and, in the days when we were allowed to shake hands, as a
salutation to others in the congregation.
The word is also used in other
contexts; for example, in the Middle East the word is in their greetings and
farewells (salaam aleikum and shalom aleichem), salaam and shalom being
the words for peace). A teacher once told me that looking for the meaning
and origin of words is like being in a detective story. You can waste time on
blind alleys and never find the real solution.
Our English word PEACE comes from Old French pais which comes from the
Latin word PAX. When I was a little girl and got into a scuffle, one of us could
put our hand up and shout PAX and that was long before we had even heard of
Latin. The Latin word comes from a verb (pangere) meaning to fix,fasten or
agree as in our word PACT. The Indo-European root is PAK meaning fasten and
in Sanskrit this becomes pasa meaning a cord or rope In Classical Greek the
word for PEACE is eirene so that word must be from quite a different origin
although the verb eiro also has the meaning join or tie together.
Whatever language is used, the word PEACE has a variety of meanings:
1. Mental or emotional calm, what is sometimes called tranquillity
2. The end of war or freedom from civil disorder or dissension or war
3. A treaty
4. The ceremonial church handshake
5. Historically, it meant be silent! The phrase was hold your peace!
6. In an everyday legal term: Breach of the Peace. In Ireland a policeman
is called a Garda Siochana meaning Guardian of peace
7. The Latin word is used in Pax Britannica to mean an area where the
British law prevails, that is, the British Empire (similarly in Pax Romana).
In Russian the word for peace is mir which also means the world.
One of the phrases we use in our Church services is the Peace of the Lord. I
have always wondered what that means. The blessing at the end of the
church service includes the words the peace of God which passes all
understanding. So perhaps it is a bit presumptuous of me to suggest what it
means: a mixture of the inner calm and tranquility which only the love of
God can give us and also a world where the love of God prevails.
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Pett Puzzles
When we are unable to hold
coffee mornings at the Village
Hall please don’t forget that
you can borrow or exchange
puzzles by giving me a call or
text on 07788 410342.
A full catalogue of puzzles can be found on
Pett on the Net
https://www.pettnet.org.uk/pett-puzzles

ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL
We re-opened the Club over the weekend of 11 – 13 December, but
the conditions imposed by Tier 2 Covid-19 status proved very
restrictive. In particular, the severe limitation on people with
whom you are permitted to meet indoors proved unattractive to
members of a club like ours which is based largely on the
opportunity to socialise with others. As a result, attendance was
very low.
At the time of writing we are awaiting revised government advice,
but given the exceptionally low attendance last weekend it seems
that it may not be economically viable to consider opening again
until the area returns to Tier 1.
Please monitor our website and facebook page for updated details
of opening times.
Stay safe, and Best Wishes from the Committee
We wish all our Members a Merry (restricted!) Christmas and a
more promising New Year

info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
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Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy
I am writing this in the middle of December, only a week before the winter
solstice, and only a week before the days very slowly start to get longer.
We have had several days now of very gloomy weather and it really feels
like mid-winter - exacerbated, no doubt by the seemingly never-ending
Covid restrictions. Remarkably, though, it doesn’t look like mid-winter. The
grass is still growing and looking round the garden things are bursting into
flower. Well maybe bursting into flower is putting it a bit strongly, but
several things are having a second flowering. We have a Hebe which
flowered strongly in late spring that now has a small flush of flowers on top,
and a Choisya ternata (Mexican Orange Blossom) that has as many flowers
on it as it had in spring. This is unusual and probably has something to do
with the mild winters we are now getting. It is possible that the Hebe,
being originally a New Zealand species, has some genetic memory of the
southern hemisphere where December means early summer, but I suspect
that it is more likely to be just responding to favourable growing conditions.
We have several other plants in flower - an evergreen clematis (bought from
Lidl if I remember correctly) that always flowers late in the year and is
putting on a magnificent display at the moment. Winter jasmine is showing
well and we have several things that flowered in summer and have never
really stopped flowering, such a fuchsia, a perennial cornflower, white
dead-nettle and a blackcurrant sage (Salvia microphylla) that has kept the
bumblebees, hover-flies and humming-bird hawkmoths well fed most of the
summer.
So what does this mean to
nature? The plants themselves
are essentially wasting nutrients
and energy because their sole
object in producing flowers is to
get them pollinated and
therefore to set seed and
reproduce.
Insect pollinators
are rare at this time of year and
so the flowers will eventually
wilt and die and the plant will
have less nutrients available for
when they are needed in
springtime.
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Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy
The insects themselves are relatively unaffected except that late
emerging insects will be able to grab a bit of extra food to help them
through hibernation.
I have seen one example that gives me some
concern. I have seen a buff-tailed bumblebee queen visiting the clematis
and she was carrying pollen. This means that she has decided not to
hibernate, but to found a colony. This is a risky strategy as she will not
now be able to hibernate. Her ovaries will have developed and she will
have to lay eggs which will then hatch and she will have to find nectar
and pollen for them throughout the rest of the winter. A sudden hard and
prolonged cold snap could mean the death of the colony.
One plant that may help is Mahonia which is in flower now and will
probably last until spring and which I’m sure many readers will have in
their gardens. If you do have Mahonia, then look out for bumblebees and
I’ll be interested to know if you see any.

Community Library Notes
Regretfully, we had to cancel the December Community Library;
nor could the Coffee Morning run due to the then current health
regulations. We live in hope of a new momentum for the new
year but nevertheless feel unable to open the Community Library
in January due to all the imponderables, not least the weather.
We are so sorry and have missed seeing you at this cheerful,
sociable event. We are hopeful for a February re-start - watch
this space, as they say!!
Jigsaws, however, - Pett Puzzles - are not weather- or
regulation-dependant, but available all the time from Jane
Sweaney 07788 410342, so do call her or text or check the
village website for her up-to-date catalogue.
We wish you all the best for this most
unusual of festive seasons.
Anna and Vivien
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Pett Parish Council Meeting

Housing Needs Survey
Guestling and Pett Parishes
January 2021
If you are a resident of Guestling or Pett Parishes, you will have received
or will be receiving a housing needs survey in the post. We are asking
every household to complete it.
We would like to know if and how many affordable homes are needed in
our area so that we can plan for the future.
Affordable homes are properties for rent or part purchase (shared
ownership) made available for those unable to house themselves on the
local open market.
The survey comes in 2 parts. Part 1 is to be completed by every household
and Part 2 only to be completed by households or individuals who consider
they are ‘in need’ now or will be in the future, e.g. a young person who
would normally be leaving home in the next few years and older people
who may need to downsize to more suitable and affordable
accommodation. If you know of an individual or family with links to the
parish who had to move away please include them.
The forms will be gathered and analysed independently by Action for Rural
Sussex, with all information kept completely confidential. No personal
information will be shared with either Parish Council, your Local Authority
or any other third party.
If you have not received a copy by 8th January 2020, please contact
Graham Maunders - Community Led Housing Advisor, Action in Rural Sussex
on 01273 407329 or via email: graham.maunders@ruralsussex.org.uk
Thank you
Marion Roberts
Chairman Guestling Parish Council

David Penfold
Chairman Pett Parish Council
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior
Fully qualified – over 30 years
experience
Free estimates and advice
Affordable prices
References available if required

Contact J C Elliott
01424 730 188
Mobile: 07947 798071
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Pett Parish Council Meeting December
The council met informally in December to discuss the budget for 1921/1922, which
will be formally agreed at the meeting in January. I cannot comment on the detail
until it has been agreed, but parishioners will be glad to know that the precept is
likely to remain substantially unchanged. You can make suggestions for the District
Council budget by going to www.rother.gov.uk/consultations/budget-2021-22consultation.
Elsewhere in this issue is an article introducing the housing needs survey, which will
take place in the new year. As I said last month, when you receive it, please reply so
that the responses take in the views of all residents. The survey will come through
the post, but there will also be information on Pettnet.
Steve Harris has been our flood warden for many years. Fortunately, it is a long time
since his services were called upon, but I would like to thank him for taking on this
role. He has now decided to step down and we are looking for a volunteer to replace
him. The council will shortly be discussing its Emergency Plan and so the role of the
flood warden may well expand to cover other potential emergency situations. So, if
this is a role that you could be interested in, please contact the clerk for more
information.
I understand that POPP (Pett Older People’s Project) is looking for people to become
involved in organising it. By its very nature, POPP has, of course, not been able to
hold sessions since early in the year and it is obviously unclear when sessions can
start again, even if the covid vaccine begins to lead to immunity. Even then, without
volunteers, restarting may not be possible. So, again, if you feel you could help, then
please contact the clerk or myself and we will be able to put you in touch.
Hastings and Rother saw some of the lowest covid infection rates in the country over
the summer, but the number of positive tests here is rising fast, even if from a low
base. I hope that by the time you receive this issue, the trend will have reversed. If
you want to know the figures for your own postcode, then they can be found by going
to https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/. As yet, I am still unaware of any positive tests
within the village, but this could change, so I urge everyone to continue to take
seriously the recommended precautions and have as enjoyable a Christmas as is
possible under the circumstances.
Finally, everyone will, I am sure, agree that this year has been both unusual and
difficult. As I indicated above, up to now we have been lucky and avoided corona
virus infections. This is partly because everyone has taken sensible precautions. It
has, of course, meant that social lives have suffered and I would like to thank people
for bearing with this and finding their own ways to cope. I would also like to thank
Frances Hadfield and John Case and all their volunteers for their part in Rye Mutual
Aid, bringing help to those who have been isolating. In addition, I would like to thank
others who serve the village: Mike Wilkins and the Parish News editorial and delivery
teams; Tim Rothwell, our webmaster, and his village hall committee; Peter Felton for
his ‘running repairs’; those who run all the village organisations and activities; and,
of course, all my fellow councillors and Mary Philo, the parish clerk, as well as our
District and County Councillors, Roger Bird, Andrew Mier and Keith Glazier.
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Pett Flower Show & Fayre
Saturday 31st July 2021
The Flower Show Committee will be planning for the 2021 show
“We’ll Meet Again” early in the New Year, full of hope for a
fantastic show in the summer.
One of the early tasks is planning the schedule; there is scope in the
theme for some amazing Floral Art, pictures and the Show Stopper cake.
It has been our practice to distribute the printed schedule with the April
issue of Pett Parish News to enable forward planning for some classes.
In the current climate it may be sensible to delay the distribution until
May, but the schedule will be available on Pettnet and some details will be
advised in the April issue of the Parish News.
Wishing all a Happier New Year.
Philippa M Strickland Chairman P&DHS

Radio plays from the Fairlight Players

I am delighted to inform you that the first of our radio plays,
Somebody Else's Smile by Elizabeth Kay, is now available to listen to.
You can find it by visiting the website at https://
fairlightplayers.org.uk/
and then just following a couple of links.
The play runs for around 45 minutes, so I would suggest that you
make yourself a cuppa, find a comfy chair, and then sit back and
enjoy.
Just a quick update on progress with the two radio plays that we
promised you for this autumn.
The second play, "Sacred Heart", will take a little longer. We are
hoping to film the recording of this play, which obviously means
meeting together as a group, albeit in a responsible and socially
distanced manner. Clearly, the current restrictions make this
impossible, so we will complete the recording as soon as we are
able to safely do so, within the prevailing guidance.
I'll write again to let you know how and when you can access both
plays, so please keep an eye on your Inbox.
In the meantime, stay safe, and stay sane.
Keith Miller
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PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

500 CLUB
BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
PLEASE BECOME A MEMBER AT £12 PER ANNUM TO
SUPPORT THE VILLAGE HALL.
PRIZE DRAW EVERY MONTH WITH
THREE LUCKY WINNERS.

At a loss for a special gift ?
Why not give a PVH 500 Club gift voucher?
Applications forms can be found on www.pettnet.co.uk under
the PETT VILLAGE HALL link or contact
either Carol Pecorini.phone 01424 813544, Email
carol.pecorini@gmail.com.
or Philippa Strickland phone 01424 814384 Email
pstrickl@icloud.com

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693
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Sussex Wildlife Trust
Hedgehogs have had a hard time lately.
These days many children have never seen a hedgehog, in fact numbers are
so low that one of our favourite garden animals is now at real risk of
extinction. Let us know when you last saw a hedgehog
It takes just 30 seconds to fill in our hedgehog sightings form
(https://sussexwildlifetrust.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=f0165d45391b87c6a1c9d0452&id=dfee6ec323&e=ba4f7e0acf)
with the details we need. Your sightings will help us understand more about
Sussex hedgehogs and how we can best help them.
Your hedgehog sightings will be kept by the Sussex Biodiversity Record
Centre here at Woods Mill, and we'll email you the results once they are
collated.

Complete our 2020 Hedgehog Survey
(https://sussexwildlifetrust.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=f0165d45391b87c6a1c9d0452&id=e69fc8fde2&e=ba4f7e0acf)
The Sussex Wildlife Trust team
P.S.Will you share our hedgehog survey? The
more people we can get involved, the
more we'll learn about where our
hedgehogs are. Please help us by sharing
our survey with your friends and family
Registered Charity No. 207005 | Company
Limited by Guarantee and Registered in
England No 698851
Copyright © 2020 Sussex Wildlife Trust, All rights reserved.

RYE HARBOUR TIDE TIMES
https://www.tidetimes.co.uk/rye-harbour-tide-times
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Pett WI Community Aid Campaign
(WICAID)

Pett WI supporting Rye Food Bank
helping provide emergency support for local people in crisis
If you'd like to contribute - we're collecting:
•
•
•
•

Non-perishable, in-date food (tins, packets, cartons)
Toiletries
Sanitary Products
Household Products

Financial Donations:
Alternatively, our team will be happy to shop for items if you prefer
to contribute money rather than goods.
Donations can either be made by cheque (made payable to Pett WI)
and sent to Jane Sweaney at "Oakhurst", Pett Road, Pett, TN35 4HG
or made directly into the Pett WI Bank Account - Lloyds Bank - Sort
Code: 30-98-97 - Account No: 70587368 - with the reference for
both as "Food Bank" please.
Pett WI Collection Points:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pett Village Hall (Lobby)
The Old Butcher's Shop - Pett
1 Arthur's Close, Pett Road, Pett
"Nanini Tal", Cliff End Lane, Pett Level
Fairlight Post Office & Stores
Wakehams Farm Shop, Fairlight
The Barn, Shepherd's Way, Fairlight
The Firehills Cottage, Channel Way, Fairlight
Tea Beside the Orchard, Icklesham

For more information, or if you experience any difficulties, please
contact Campaign Co-ordinator, Hilary Dymott on 07768 323131
Thank you!
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VILLAGE CONTACTS & OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Allotments
Archive Resource
Centre
Badminton
Bowls Club
British Legion
Cricket Club
Dance Fitness
Flower Show
Flowerpots
Gardening Club
Neighbourhood
Watch
Pett Churches
- Church Wardens

Libby Rothwell

07714 340674

libby.rothwell891@gmail.com

David Breakell

812964

info@thearc.uk

Anne & Paul Wadey
Eddie Quinlan
Brian Green
Andrew Dunlop
Laura Mitchell
Philippa Strickland
Abbe Whittle
Bob Harris

316209
431463
812450
813368
07527 105352
814384
07980 008347
815151

pawadey@tiscali.co.uk

Caroline Turner

813368

littlebudspett@gmail.com

Angela Hawksley
John Case
Gill Plank
Fran Rogers

812705
812224
812154
812964

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com
johncase@me.com
gillplank@yahoo.co.uk

toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk
lauramitchell6@sky.com
pstrickl@icloud.com
@ pettflowerpotsplaygroup
bob.june@btopenworld.com

- Friends
- St Nicholas
Pett Level
Theresa Noutch
814370
theresanoutch@aol.com
Preservation Trust
Pilates
Annie Cuthbert
01797 225186 tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com
POPP
Sheila Thomas
01303 237778
Pole Dancing
Jane Baldwin
07403 256148 jane@mrzen.co.uk
PVH Committee Tim Rothwell
07850 469314 tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls Eric Butler
814869
Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk
Stoolball
Janet Fuller
01303 873227
Tennis Club
Stuart Ware
815197
petttennisclub@gmail.com
The Club
Wendy Hatch
812297
familyhatch1@gmail.com
Village Voices
Wendy Hatch
812297
familyhatch1@gmail.com
WI
Amanda Leeson
07968 443646 pettwi.sec@gmail.com
Yoga Class
Robin Hutt
813182
robinhutt@btinternet.com
ROOMS FOR HIRE
Methodist Chapel Wendy Hatch
01424 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Sports Pavilion
Stuart Ware
01424 815197 sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
Village Hall
Clare Walker
07762 836596 village.hall@pettnet.org.uk
New Beach Club
01424 812080 info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT TO BE IN INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION
Conquest & Eastbourne Hospitals
0300 131 4500
Harold Road Surgery
01424 720878
Hastings Old Town Surgery (Ice House)
01424 452800
Samaritans
116 123
Citizens Advice
03444 111 444
RSPCA Emergency Services
0300 1234 999
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WHO SHOULD I CONTACT?
Roads, road markings, verges, signs, drains, potholes, fallen trees, footpaths, etc
https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk
0345 6080190
Councillor Keith Glazier
07957 377844
cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Planning, refuse & recycling, fly-tipping & pollution, dog & pest control, beach
bye-laws
http://www.rother.gov.uk/residents
01424 787000
Councillors Andrew Meir
Roger Bird

01424 814178
01424 813636

Pett Level - Sea Wall
Environment Agency

cllr.andrew.mier@rother.gov.uk
cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk
03708 506 506

PETT PARISH COUNCIL may be able to help you find out who to contact if you
have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being dealt with, and can
assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event of continued poor service.
The Council are responsible for: the maintenance of recreation ground and play area
(with the exception of the bowling green, sports pavilions, tennis courts and cricket
pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association); the defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the
Royal Oak; the war memorial at Pett Church; several roadside benches, noticeboards and village signs;
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine. The Council also can provide a parish wide
view on planning applications but the Local Planning Authority who makes the decision is Rother
District Council.
We usually meet on the second Tuesday of alternate months and all are welcome. For more details
about what the council does and how you can get involved then contact any of the councillors below
or the council pages on PettNet.org.uk
Alan Crouch (Vice-Chair)
01424 813145
cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk
Judith Dean
01424 812249
cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk
Andrew Dunlop
01424 813368
ardunlop1@yahoo.co.uk
John Leeson
07507 897177
cllr.john.leeson@pettnet.org.uk
David Penfold (Chair)
01424 813003
cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk
David Terrell
07968 584276
cllr.david.terrell@pettnet.org.uk
Mike Wilkins
01424 813206
cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk
Parish Clerk
Mary Philo
01797 270790
clerk@pettnet.org.uk
Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH
GAS LEAKS
National Gas Emergency Service
POWER CUT
UK Power Networks
(including overhead power lines)
WATER LEAK
Southern Water emergency service

0800 111 999
105
0800 820 999

