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Pett Village Hall Management Committee – Update 
 

The Pett Village Hall Management Committee met at the village hall on Monday 26 October, 
a few days before the latest lockdown was announced. 
 
Sadly, the lockdown will mean that all activities at the hall will cease from Thursday 5 
November until at least 2 December inclusive. The only exceptions will be the Harold Road 
prescription service on Monday (2pm-2.30pm) and Fridays (9.00am – 10.00am) and the WI 
Foodbank. We will of course update you on the position after 2 December as soon as that 
becomes clear. At the time of writing the relevant regulations enforcing the lockdown have 
not been laid before Parliament but if the situation changes after that we will of course let 
you know. 
 
Here are the main issues discussed and decisions made at the meeting on 26 October. 
 
Administrative Officer 
 
At their meeting in September the Committee agreed to appoint a paid Administrative 
Officer to provide support for the Committee’s work, and in particular to undertake the role 
of Bookings Manager. We had a very good response to our advert and received sixteen high 
quality applications. Four candidates were selected for interview by representatives of the 
Committee and making a final decision was not easy. After very careful consideration the 
post was offered to Clare Walker who I am delighted to say has accepted. Clare has until 
very recently jointly run a highly successful local busines for over the last twenty years and 
we are very fortunate to have her join us. Clare attended our meeting on 26 October and 
has now taken over the duties of Booking Manager from me.  Clare can be contacted at  
village.hall@pettnet.org.uk 07762 836596. 
 
Parking at the Village Hall 
 
You will probably have seen that we now have parking signs at the top of the drive to the 
village hall, advising that normally members of the community, their friends and contractors 
are very welcome to park at the village hall. We have also produced some leaflets with the 
parking information, which are available at the hall.  One casualty when the new sign was 
being put up was the aged notice board at the top of the drive but it will be replaced soon. 
 
Pett Flower Show 
 
Looking forward to better times, the Committee were delighted to note that the hall will be 
host to the Pett Flower Show and Fayre on the traditional date of the last Saturday in July, 
this time 31 July 2021.  
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Bookings 
 
At the time of the meeting, most of the regulars were back at the hall, but sadly they will 
have an enforced break of at least four weeks from 5 November. Such a pity. Fortunately 
bookings are coming in steadily for 2021 and so let’s hope that by this time next year things 
will be back to normal with us nearing our usual activity level of 1,000 bookings a year and 
very few days without any activities taking place. 
 
Finances and Hire Charges 
 
Compared to some village halls in Sussex, we are in a relatively healthy financial position 
with current assets of about £32,000. The £10,000 grant we received from Rother DC earlier 
in the year has helped enormously as has the high level of bookings we always enjoy. We 
are also lucky to have the never-ceasing efforts of Philippa Strickland and Carol Pecorini in 
running the 500 Club which gives us essential financial back-up when we need it. 
 
But since the current Committee started work in 2018 we have spent over £20,000 on 
improvements and maintenance and the Committee have taken the view that we need to 
increase our charges to ensure the financial viability of the hall for the coming years. The 
Committee have therefore agreed new charges, which will apply from 1 April 2021. We 
thought it would be helpful for hirers to have these in advance for planning purposes. Prior 
to agreeing these new charges, the Committee undertook a survey of hire fees of village 
halls in Sussex, especially those in the vicinity of Pett, and even with the new rates the 
Committee consider our charges will be fair and highly competitive. 
 
The present and revised rates from 1 April 2021 are set out below. 
 
Hall Maintenance 
 
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to our maintenance team of Lu and Richard Cooke and 
Terry Cornish who did an amazing job of maintaining the hall during the first lockdown, 
including decorating work, and ensuring it was safe to open in July when we were allowed 
back. They will be ensuring it is ready again once we can re-open. Thank you. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next scheduled meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be held at 7pm on Monday 4 
January 2021, hopefully in the Village Hall! As many as we can safely accommodate will, as 
always, be very welcome to attend.  
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PETT VILLAGE HALL HIRE RATES 
 

Residents (those living within the Pett Parish Council area and nearby) 
 
     Current   From 1 April 2021 
Main Hall               £8.40 per hour       £9.00 per hour 
Catharine Hollman Room                £6.35 per hour                                   £7.00 per hour 
Whole Building 
- Weekend                                    £292       £350 
- Day                                              £133                                                     £145 
- Evening                                       £80                                                       £90  
 
 
Non-resident, non-regular 
 
Main Hall                                           £16.80 per hour                   £18.00 per hour  
Catharine Hollman Room         £12.70 per hour                                 £14.00 per hour 

 Whole Building 
- Weekend                                    £584       £650 
- Day                                              £268                                                     £290 
- Evening                                       £160                                                     £180 

 
 
Non-resident, regular 
 
 Main Hall                                           £12.70 per hour                   £14.00 per hour  
Catharine Hollman Room         £9.70 per hour                                   £11.00 per hour 

 Whole Building 
- Weekend                                    £437       £480 
- Day                                              £199                                                     £220 
- Evening                                       £119                                                     £130 

 
 
Tim Rothwell 
Chair, Pett Village Hall Management Committee  
4 November 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
   


