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THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 

812224 or 07525032198, Richard Bradshaw 079 5839 0899, Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 

813206 Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator, 

01424 812323 And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers 

If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we offer a 

Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save 

yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk DEADLINES:  Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - 

MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. Adverts (new, changes, payments) - MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month. 

Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten please contact 

us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and phone number. When 

submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. 

No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any 

copy received.  Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 

reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the 

publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, 

opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and 

they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news 

team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication.

Dear Readers 
We wanted a seasonal cover for the December issue of the Parish Magazine. Year 5 
pupils at  Guestling Bradshaw C of E Primary School set to work. The standard was 
really high and from the 33 submissions, the editorial team had the difficult task 
to select a shortlist and finally make a decision.  Congratulations Maisie. 

Huge efforts were made to mark the November period of Remembrance. On the 
corner of Watermill Lane, a silhouette of a poppy laden donkey and a soldier were 
positioned to remind us of the sacrifices made over 100 years ago. There was also 
a silhouette of a solder and dog in another garden and an abundance of poppies 
along Pett Road at the Methodist Chapel and the Parish Church. An outdoor 
service of Remembrance was held on Sunday 8th attended by the High Sheriff, 
Andrew Blackman. We also had two minutes silence on the 11th 

Being in another period of lockdown has again brought the usual village activities 
to a virtual standstill. If you are taking a walk around the area take a glove and 
plastic bag and pick up any litter you come across. Hopefully after 2nd December, 
there might be a return to less restrictions and the monthly Coffee Morning is 
planned for Wednesday 9th December. 

And finally, thank you to all our contributors, who tirelessly provided content for 
the magazine every month. Thanks to our advertisers for your continuing support 
and a special thanks to our team of volunteers, who trudge around and delivery 
the magazine to your door. 
Seasons greetings to you from Mike Wilkins, John Case and Richard Bradshaw

3



PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior

Fully qualified – over 30 years 
experience

Free estimates and advice

Affordable prices

References available if required

Contact J C Elliott
01424 730 188
Mobile: 07947 798071
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  Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor 
Many thanks to Peter Woodroffe for his explanation and history of  keddle nets in 
Rye Bay and to you for publishing it!  It’s just the sort of information which 
needs to be passed on. 

My contribution to fishing in Pett Level is using a drag net very kindly provided 
by Peter to my children many years ago.  For those of your readers who are 
unfamiliar with this method of fishing, I can tell you that it is very hard work.  
You have to drag a very big and heavy net under the sea for as far as you can and 
then turn and drag it as fast as possible on to the beach.  This is obviously much 
better suited to low tide which means you have to carry the net quite a long way 
over the beach and then back again at the end.  

In those far-off days I was the tallest and so I had to go on the seaward side and 
the children on the other side.   The trouble was that we always thought that 
the net was so heavy because it was full of fish and so great disappointment 
usually awaited us.  Most often there would be a couple of beer cans, a 
disconsolate very small crab and a fish so small that you just had to throw it 
back in the sea and tell it to come back when it had grown. 

What used to happen long ago was that those who had fished with success would 
often be willing to knock on the door and sell a fish.  Presumably there are fewer 
fish nowadays and all sorts of regulations preventing this!  
Yours sincerely Angela Hawksley 

Kath and I would like to thank everyone who has sent, phoned and emailed their 
good wishes prior to my retirement and all those who contributed to my 
retirement gift. 

Thank you also for the many personal gifts, your thoughtfulness and creativity 
has been wonderful. 

We are very grateful and humbled to have received so many visitors, cards, gifts 
and messages. Thank you. 

We can honestly say that we have thoroughly enjoyed our 8 years in Fairlight and 
Pett and we shall miss you. 

Blessings to you all. Stay safe.  
Rev Richard & Kath Barron

 Thank you from the Rev and Mrs Barron

5



6



  Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
Welcome to the last update from Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat for 2020 … and what a 
year it’s been for everyone! So, what’s been happening and what’s to come?  
● As with the Spring lockdown, we adapted to November’s additional lockdown restrictions 

and maintained our rescue-ready on-call service throughout. 
● From now until December 21st, our charity is eligible for nomination entries into the 

Ecclesiastical Insurance £1,000 donation draw. Nominations can be made here at 
movementforgood.com/12days, using our charity number 286891. It’s been a hard year 
for all charities and any UK-registered charity can be nominated, so please support other 
local charities with nominations too.  

● Ceramic artist Marian Mason of Winchelsea Beach is planning her annual Christmas 
Open Studio event for Sunday 6th December. As with her summer fundraiser, the plan is 
to hold a socially distanced event, to raise money for St. Michael’s Hospice and Pett 
Level Independent Rescue Boat. 

● Thanks to sponsors Static Trader of Rye Harbour, our charity calendars for 2021 have 
now been printed. These, and our charity greetings cards, will be available for sale at 
Marian’s event and are also available to buy direct from us - just contact us through 
social media or visit us on Sundays at the boathouse (subject to any other restrictions 
after lockdown finishes, of course)! 

● After episodes of public confusion over the identity of the boathouse, we have at last 
been able to add new signage. With the new signs on three sides, the public should now 
be able to avoid confusion, identify the boathouse location and access support more 
quickly when needed. More thanks go to Static Trader who have purchased this signage 
for us and to A&S Signs & Print, St. Leonards. 

● Barbara’s Charity Shed is now closed for the end of season. Although the pandemic 
restrictions have had a huge impact on fundraising from the stall this year, Barbara’s 
continued efforts have been amazing and we’re very grateful for everything she has been 
able to achieve for us in this very difficult year. 

● Progress continues on our ‘new-to-us’ Reserve Launch and Recovery Vehicle. With the 
November lockdown leading to further delays,it’s looking increasingly like it will be 2021 
before that big reveal takes place on the beach. 

And what else is to come?  With positive vibes about a vaccine soon, we’re hopeful that we’ll be 
able to start putting community events, fundraisers and beach safety awareness activities and 
talks into the calendar for 202, including an Open Day and that long-awaited 50th Anniversary 
celebration which will be 51st by the time it takes place! Please watch our website at https://
plirb.com or our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue; Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat and 
Instagram @pettlevelindyrescueboat to stay informed of plans and event dates. 
 
For now though, all the volunteers here at Pett Level Independent Rescue 
Boat would like to say a massive thank you to all across the Pett Level and 
Pett Parish communities for their continued support - we couldn’t do it 
without you. Please enjoy a very Merry Christmas and a happy - and much 
healthier - New Year. We’ll be back in 2021 but until then, as ever, take care 
and stay beach aware.
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Guestling Bradshaw C.E Primary School 

To commemorate Remembrance Day, our pupils have written poetry, created artwork and had time 
for reflection and prayer. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear God,  
We remember those whom you have gathered from the storm or war into the peace of your presence. 
May that same peace, calm our fears and bring justice to all people. 
Help us to spread peace at home and at school by loving and caring for one another.  
Help us to spread peace by listening to one another, even when we don’t agree.  
Help us to spread peace by sharing our time with those who are lonely and who need a friend.  
Let us pray every day for peace for our families, for our friends and for ourselves. Amen 
 
 

 

We will Remember them  
By Maisy Y5 
 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,  
We will remember them. 
Why do you weep, Willow? 
Remember before the conflict, when all was calm and beautiful. 
All around, respect and hope fluttered through the air. 
Why do you weep, Willow? 
For too long, the peace was gone, broken by the endless battles, 
the endless bombing, 
Fighting, smashing, crashing and sacrificing. 
Why do you weep, Willow? 
Hope is renewed; terror has cleared. 
Now we can remember the Great War and be thankful that we 
have peace once more. 
 
 

We will Remember them 
By Isaac Y5 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,  
We will remember them. 
Why do you weep, Willow? 
We remember before the terror, when all was hopeful, 
calm, and beautiful,  
When all was peaceful. 
All around was silence; beauty was our core and hope 
hung above our heads. 
For too long, peace crumbled before our very eyes, 
slipping from our grasp,  
Destroyed by endless war- right before our eyes. 
Thrashing, slicing, tearing, bombing, hating, waiting, 
sacrificing- right in front of us the whole, long time. 
But….Hope is reborn, the terror has ceased, and we still 
remember those who saved us,  
who gave us peace once more, like never before. 
 

Remember    

By River Yr2 

Red poppies grew on the field. 
Ended in 1945 
Many died in the war 
Each year we buy poppies. 
Many years the battle happened. 
Brave soldiers went in the war. 
Each year we are quiet for 2 minutes. 
Remember the war. 
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  Church News

Light up Pett for Christmas! 
Well, what a year 2020 has been! All the village “landmark” events which 
generate such a community spirit were cancelled, the main ones being the 
Flower Show and the Flower Festival. However, the Flower Festival Gang are 
hoping to bring light back to the village. We’ll be decorating the church inside 
to include a Christmas Tree, Nativity scene, flowers and candlelit windows. 
Outside the church there will be a fully lit Christmas tree. Let’s hope there 
won’t be gale force winds, especially on December 20th when there are plans 
to hold carols around the outside tree.  

In addition, why not pop into the church on Wednesday 16th December 
between 10-12 when hopefully there will be tea/coffee and mince pies. 
Hopefully by then, regulations and rules will allow this. Meanwhile, how about 
putting Christmas lights up in your windows and/or in garden trees, etc? Let’s 
light up as much as possible and make Pett and Pett Level shine this Christmas!  

Cathy Norris, Val Gill and the Flower Festival Five 

Church Services for December - Meriel Deasy 
At the time of writing it is difficult to know what happens next. All I can do is 
provide a provisional list of what we have planned from now until the New 
Year. Things are likely to change - please bear with us. Meanwhile, we wish 
everyone a very HAPPY CHRISTMAS and hope that we can be together. 

 6th December  10.30am  Holy Communion Pett Church


13th December 10.30am Morning Worship Venue to be arranged


20th December 10.30am  Holy Communion St Andrew’s Fairlight


20th December 3.30pm Carol Singing around the tree, outside Pett Church


25th December 10.30am Holy Communion Pett Church 

Remembrance Day 
Fortunately it was a lovely Autumn day and it was lovely to see so many people 
gathered around the Pett War Memorial. We were privileged to welcome David 
Penfold, chair of the Pett Parish Council and Andrew Blackman, High Sheriff of 
East Sussex who came to lay wreathes on behalf of Pett and East Sussex.


Thank you to everyone who came. 
Meriel Deasy, Reader
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  Church News

Silent Night (for this year at least) 
Sadly, the Village Carol singers won’t be able to sing out loud this year 
and knock on your door. For some of you this may be a relief – including 
the incredibly kind and vocal singers who became very wet and cold in 
the process of singing last year. This year as with many things, Covid 
has forced us all to think laterally so whilst we can’t stand on your door 
and warble away, we are asking you to pay us “NOT to”sing by making a 
donation to local Hastings & Rother charity “Surviving Christmas”. Sadly 
40% of families locally live below the poverty line and “Surviving 
Christmas”aims to provide a food hamper to give to those struggling 
this Christmas time. 

So this year - please could you sponsor us “NOT”to sing around Pett by 
visiting https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BeckyWare 

Thank you in advance, and have a good Christmas - Becky 
Surviving Christmas charity no: 1033117

Remembrance service, with High Sheriff Andrew Blackman in his 
regalia and David Penfold, Chair of Pett PCC.
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  Remembrance Thoughts
It’s hard to believe it’s only two 
years ago s ince the Pet t 
Churches were decorated with 
10,000 poppies – red, purple and 
white: red for remembrance, 
purple for the animals killed in 
war and white for the peace we 
hope will be maintained. Each 
and every one of the poppies 
was made by Pett WI members, 
v i l l a g e r s , a n d v i l l a g e r s ’ 
relatives, and the displays were 
coordinated by Pett WI while I 
was President. After the 100 
year commemoration of the end 
of the Great War was over the 
poppies were either donated to 
the Churches or purchased by 
v i l l ager s and loca l pubs , 
including the Royal Oak and the 
Two Sawyers and the Robin Hood 
in Icklesham, with the proceeds 
going to The Royal British Legion 
and Help4Heroes.  Over £1,800 
was raised in total through the 
sales and donations made by the 
sightseers visiting the churches 

After the awfulness of this year’s restrictions, it’s great to see that each year so 
far the poppies are brought out of storage to adorn the Methodist Church and 
the Church of St Mary and St Peter. I put my display on our hedge outside our 
house and Anne Lander decorated a lovely donkey silhouette at the top of 
Watermill Lane.  Long may the displays continue. Heather Godwin

Some 80,000 donkeys made to the First World War effort and the many thousand 
that were used in WW 2. They were mainly used in Borneo as they were the only 
pack animal that could penetrate the dense jungle. Unfortunately both they 
and the mules that were used had to have an operation performed on their 
throat to mute their braying for obvious reasons. Hence an added reason to 
recognise their sacrifice. Anne and Tim Jury
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  Pett on the Knit

KNITTING FOR PEACE –  
WHAT YOU CAN DO! 

The weather seems to know when we are having our Coffee Mornings. Once 
again, after some stormy days, the first Wednesday of last month was bright and 
sunny with the crispness of late autumn. We were able to sit outside and enjoy a 
good chat and a look at the lovely coats being made for the Knit for Peace 
Project and choose more books and jigsaws to combat lockdown fatigue. The 
lemon drizzle cakes were ace, too! 

We now have three beautiful coats in our ‘store’ each using 112 squares. Gillian 
Quick has crocheted together two and Jenny Grist has put together the other. 
You may have seen the colour pictures on the Pett & Pett Level Facebook page or 
on the Pett website. We do need other confident crocheters to help.  May I put 
in a plea to contact at me if you have squares ready for collection, so that we 
know how many coats we might end up with. Once we have a few we are going 
to need some sponsorship to send them to the Knit for Peace headquarters in 
London as they are beautifully cosy and heavy.
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  Pett on the Knit
Knit for Peace distributes regularly to over 200 outlets, including hospitals, 
women’s refuges, refugee drop-in centres, prisons, community groups, and 
hospices as well as to developing countries and refugee camps, or those living 
in the rubble in Syria. The pandemic will have impacted on all global 
organisations, so your work will be even more welcomed and appreciated. If 
you don’t fancy making squares there is a need for other items.  The colder 
weather has brought a flurry of requests for blankets and warm clothes. 
Especially needed are socks (all sizes) mittens or gloves, hats (grown up sizes 
mostly for men) adult sweaters or cardigans, slipovers. 

Children’s clothes (from ages 2 to 14) – jumpers, cardigans, ponchos all sizes, 
hats. Blankets: large (80×90”/200x230cm or 70×90”/180x230cm), medium 
(60×70”/150x180cm or 50×70”/130x180cm), lap blankets (45×45”/
115x115cm) Shawls. Toys –special request for black or brown faced dolls, but 
teddies or animals are ok  

Pett WI are also appealing for knitted hats for adults for  
Safehaven Refuge – but these must be completed by 8th December.  

Contact Wendy Burgess 07729 396182. 

PATTERN FOR SQUARES 
Use size 4 needles (old size 8) and Double Knitting wool 
Cast on 2 stitches. Knit one row. 
Next row: K1, Inc 1 (by knitting into front and back of stitch) – knit to end. 
Repeat this row until work measures 12cm along straight edge (about 35 
stitches approx) 
Next row: K1, K2tog, K to end. Repeat this row until 2 stitches left. 
K 1 row. K 2tog. Cast off. 
If you are interested in knitting please let me know – wool is available. If you 
would like to help crochet the squares together, using Zig-Zag crochet stitch 
(a Youtube video will show you how), I can deliver squares to you. Wool is 
available to use. 

Heather Godwin 07977 100 296 heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk

As usual, Heather & Rod send Good Wishes for the 
Festive Season. We will not be sending cards but, 

instead, we will be donating to the various animal 
rescue charities close to our hearts.
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   Women’s Institute - Belinda Wood
Our latest appeal to aid Rye Food Bank goes from strength to strength under the 
very capable, extremely efficient, positively positive and entirely joyous 
coordination of our Hilary Dymott and her equally fabulous and dedicated team 
including Sally, Sharon, Trish and Wendy.  Thank you to all who have been 
donating items/money/time – you are fantastic and all at Rye Food bank are so 
grateful and touched by all our efforts!   

We are excited that our neighbours in Fairlight, Guestling and Icklesham are 
supporting us too and we have added more collection points which are included 
here:-  

• Pett Village Hall (Lobby)   
• The Old Butcher’s Shop, Pett Road, Guestling *NEW  
• 1 Arthur's Close, Pett Road, Pett 
• Nanini Tal, Cliff End Lane, Pett Level 
• Fairlight Post Office & Stores 
• The Barn, Shepherd's Way, Fairlight 
• The Firehills Cottage, Channel Way, Fairlight *NEW  
• Tea Beside the Orchard, Icklesham 

*Thanks so much to Sarah at the butchers and Jane and Steve at The Firehills 
Cottage, Channel Way for your support – we are so grateful!  

If you'd like to contribute we're collecting non-perishable, in-date food (tins, 
packets, cartons), toiletries, sanitary and household products but we post every 
week on our Facebook page particular requirements for the upcoming week.   

Financial donations: the WICAID team will be happy to shop for items if you 
prefer to contribute money rather than goods.  Donations can either be made by 
cheque (made payable to Pett WI) and sent to Jane Sweaney at "Oakhurst", Pett 
Road, Pett, TN35 4HG or made directly into the Pett WI Bank Account - Lloyds 
Bank - Sort Code: 30-98-97 - Account No: 70587368 - with the reference for both 
as "Food Bank" please. 

A reminder, if anyone needs assistance from the Food Bank to please make 
contact with Rother District Citizens Advice & Representation Centre (HARC) on 
0333 3440681 or email info@harcuk.com and they will be happy to help.   

After seeing Ally at Tic Toc’s appeal for Dom’s Food Mission we were keen to 
show our support too and last month made a delivery of products to the mission 
in Ore.  

More about Dom’s Food Mission is here 
https://www.domsfoodmission.com/ 
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  Women’s Institute - Belinda Wood

We continue to remain in contact with Save Haven for Women, the organisation 
we, as Pett WISPA (Sanitary Protection Appeal) have helped over the last few 
years.  And we also were able to drop off some bedrunners for the MacDonald 
Ward at the Conquest.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my committee friends, Amanda 
Leeson, Jane Sweaney, Sally Watson, Sara Dann and Trish Walker who have all 
done so much to keep us going this year in unprecedented times.  Whilst the 
personal face-to-face connections have been sorely missed this year at our 
monthly meetings and social and fundraising events, we have done our very best 
to keep in touch with our membership with our social welfare team being kept 
very busy delivering birthday cards, get well wishes, helping with shopping and 
giving assistance wherever we could.    

We have been heartened to have several new members join our WI this year 
even though we are unable to meet as usual!  I’m pleased to say through our 
Zoom coffee mornings and general monthly meetings, our social welfare and 
especially with our Pett WICAID Rye Food Bank appeal we feel we have kept the 
spirit of the WI ever present.  It is the friendships and camaraderie that still 
makes the Women’s Institute the largest and most successful women’s 
organisation and we look forward to welcoming more members this coming 
year!  Do take advantage of the special Taster Membership available for just 
£10.79 which will give you membership until 31 March 2021 (available to any 
new member who has not been a WI member for the past ten years).    Email us 
on pettwi@outlook.com if you would like a membership pack.   

Happy Christmas and a very healthy, happy and better 2021!  

Belinda Wood, President, Pett WI  

Coffee Morning  
Wednesday 9th December 2020 

We are planning to hold a coffee morning on 9th December in 
the hope that the regulations will have relaxed by then. We 
look forward to seeing you there and you can change your 
book, borrow a jigsaw and catch up your friends. 
Hope to see you there! 

Best wishes from Fran, Anne and Tim
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   Pett Flower Show & Fayre 2021

Pett Flower Show & Fayre 

Saturday 31st July 2021 

What an unusual year we have had in 2020. Looking back to 2019 at this time, 
the Flower Show Committee would have been preparing for the Church 
Christmas Fair, always a lovely village event. 

The Flower Show stall has offered a wide range of sweet and savoury preserves 
which have proved to be popular. 

No one will be surprised to learn that production has been prolific during the 
bountiful growing season.  

A range of lines is available: 

1. Summer Fruit Jam – a delicious mixture of various fruits 

2. Chilli Jam – not too hot always popular 

3. Spiced Apple Chutney (contains mustard) – great in a sandwich 

4. Crabapple Jelly – splendid with cold meats 

5. Bramble Jelly – a real tradition gathered from the hedgerows 

6. Apple and Mint Jelly – a must with roast lamb 

7. Chilli Oil with a hint of Garlic – great for drizzling over pizza 

8. Crème de Framboise (Raspberry) – mix with economy white wine for a 
Kir or giving a lift to ice cream 

9. Crème d’Eté (Summer Fruits) – new recipe; use as above 

10.Quince Cheese – traditionally served with a cheese board especially 
Spanish Manchego 

All acceptable gifts as decoratively presented in a seasonal style. If anything 
takes your fancy, drop a line to pstrickl@icloud.com , call 01424 814384 or 
07850346975. 

Donations gratefully received for local charities. 

Philippa M Strickland, Chairman P&DHS 
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  Smitten Kitten in the Kitchen

         

Cranberry Amaretti 

Bring a little festive cheer to your table or make them as a gift for a friend. You 
can rustle up these treats in a jiffy.  
15 minutes to make and 12 minutes to bake.  

 Makes 18–20 
 Ingredients 
 180g ground almonds 
 120g caster sugar preferably golden 
 60g dried cranberries roughly chopped 
 3 drops almond extract 
 2 tsp honey clear, runny 
 2 egg whites free-range 
 1 lemon zested 
 A pinch of sea salt 
 A dusting of icing sugar for rolling 

Preheat the oven to 170°C (150°C fan) or gas mark three. 

Place the ground almonds, sugar, cranberries, lemon zest, almond extract and 
salt in a large bowl and combine so they’re evenly mixed. 

Beat the egg whites and honey together to form a soft meringue, using an 
electric whisk. Carefully fold this into the almond mixture -  so you don’t lose 
the air – until you have a soft paste. 

Taking a tablespoon of mixture at a time and roll into balls.  In a small bowl, tip 
in some icing sugar and roll each amaretti ball in the sugar to coat them 
entirely. Add more icing sugar to the bowl as you go. 

Place each of the dusted balls onto a lined baking tray and bake for 
approximately 12 minutes, or until they’ve taken on some colour. You want 
them to be pale and chewy in the middle. 

You can dust them with a little more icing sugar once cooled if you want a 
snowlike finish. Store them in an airtight container and they’ll keep for 3 to 4 
days. 
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  Pett Neighbourhood Watch 
Following the launch in June 2020, our village scheme has been 
gradually increasing in numbers!  Our 'Pett' scheme covers Pett, 
Pett Level, Cliff End, Friar's Hill and parts of Fairlight close to 
the Pett village.  Why join? 

Welcome pack   *By becoming a member you will receive a 
welcome pack which includes a window sticker and no cold calling sign. 

Regular updates   *We will send you updates about important national news, 
campaigns, crime prevention advice, and a summary of Rother NHW 
Association and National NHW news. 

Crime prevention advice  *We provide awareness of types of crimes that affect 
our communities such as vehicle crime, rural crime, elder abuse, disability 
hate crime, and advice on access to CCTV and other safety measures. 

Tackling important issues that affect our communities. Neighbourhood Watch 
is not just about crime awareness, it's about supporting communities and 
tackling issues within them.  Making you aware of these issues will enable you 
to be proactive in your community to help those in our communities that need 
support. 

Online workshops   *We have a variety of online workshops available to 
members, coordinators and Associations to increase their knowledge base. 

Group meetings and community events  *When the COVID restrictions ease, we 
hope to take part in existing village events, hold our own events and organise 
more community meetings with the local police. 

Practical benefits* Exclusive discounts and offers, which we are always adding 
to. Currently members receive a 10% discount on Co-op Home Insurance, and 
generous discounts on Patlock French window locks and ERA home security 
systems. 

As your local Coordinator, I enjoy being part of the UKs largest voluntary 
movement.   I receive support from the wider Rother Neighbourhood Watch, 
Sussex Federation and National Neighbourhood Watch network, take part in 
regular surveys and, importantly, can access ready made resources and 
materials which can help our village tackle a range of both traditional and 
modern crimes.   If you would like to join, please feel free to complete the 
form below by post or simply email me your details. 

Season's greetings to all 
Caroline Turner | Volunteer Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
littlebudspett@gmail.com www.ourwatch.org.uk 
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  Village Hall Management Committee
The Pett Village Hall Management Committee met at 
the village hall onMonday 26 October, a few days 
before the latest lockdown was announced. 

Sadly, the lockdown will mean that all activities at the 
hall will cease from Thursday 5 November until at least 2 December inclusive. 
The only exceptions will be the Harold Road prescription service on Monday 
(2pm-2.30pm) and Fridays (9.00am – 10.00am) and the WI Foodbank. We will 
of course update you on the position after 2 December as soon as that 
becomes clear.  

Here are the main issues discussed and decisions made at the meeting: 
Administrative Officer 
At their meeting in September the Committee agreed to appoint a paid 
Administrative Officer to provide support for the Committee’s work, and in 
particular to undertake the role of Bookings Manager. We had a very good 
response to our advert and received sixteen high quality applications. Four 
candidates were selected for interview by representatives of the Committee 
and making a final decision was not easy. After very careful consideration the 
post was offered to Clare Walker who I am delighted to say has accepted. 
Clare has until very recently jointly run a highly successful local business for 
over the last twenty years and we are very fortunate to have her join us. 
Clare attended our meeting on 26 October and has now taken over the duties 
of Booking Manager from me.  Clare can be contacted at  
village.hall@pettnet.org.uk 07762 836596. 

Parking at the Village Hall 
You will probably have seen that we now have parking signs at the top of the 
drive to the village hall, advising that normally members of the community, 
their friends and contractors are very welcome to park at the village hall. We 
have also produced some leaflets with the parking information, which are 
available at the hall. 

Pett Flower Show 
Looking forward to better times, the Committee were delighted to note that 
the hall will be host to the Pett Flower Show and Fayre on the traditional 
date of the last Saturday in July, this time 31 July 2021.  

Bookings 
At the time of the meeting, most of the regulars were back at the hall, but 
sadly they will have an enforced break of at least four weeks from 5 
November. Such a pity. Fortunately bookings are coming in steadily for 2021 
and so let’s hope that by this time next year things will be back to normal 
with us nearing our usual activity level of 1,000 bookings a year and very few 
days without any activities taking place.
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  Village Hall Management Committee

Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat Calendars 2021
NOW ON SALE 

Thanks to sponsors Static Trader of Rye Harbour, our charity calendars 
for 2021 have now been printed. These, and our charity greetings 
cards, will be available for sale at Marian’s event and are also available 
to buy direct from us - just contact us through social media or visit us 
on Sundays at the boathouse (subject to any other restrictions after 
lockdown finishes, of course)! https://plirb.com

Finances and Hire Charges 
Compared to some village halls in Sussex, we are in a 
relatively healthy financial position with current assets 
of about £32,000. The £10,000 grant we received from 
Rother DC earlier in the year has helped enormously as 
has the high level of bookings we always enjoy. We are 
also lucky to have the never-ceasing efforts of Philippa Strickland and Carol 
Pecorini in running the 500 Club which gives us essential financial back-up 
when we need it. 

But since the current Committee started work in 2018 we have spent over 
£20,000 on improvements and maintenance and the Committee have taken 
the view that we need to increase our charges to ensure the financial viability 
of the hall for the coming years. The Committee have therefore agreed new 
charges, which will apply from 1 April 2021. We thought it would be helpful 
for hirers to have these in advance for planning purposes. Prior to agreeing 
these new charges, the Committee undertook a survey of hire fees of village 
halls in Sussex, especially those in the vicinity of Pett, and even with the new 
rates the Committee consider our charges will be fair and highly competitive. 
The present and revised rates from 1 April 2021 are set out overleaf 

Hall Maintenance 
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to our maintenance team of Lu and Richard 
Cooke and Terry Cornish who did an amazing job of maintaining the hall during 
the first lockdown, including decorating work, and ensuring it was safe to 
open in July when we were allowed back. They will be ensuring it is ready 
again once we can re-open. Thank you. 

Next Meeting 
The next scheduled meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be held at 7pm 
on Monday 4 January 2021, hopefully in the Village Hall! As many as we can 
safely accommodate will, as always, be very welcome to attend.  
Tim Rothwell Chair, Pett Village Hall Management Committee November 2020 
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  Pett Village Hall Hire Rate
Residents (those living within the Pett Parish Council area and nearby) 

      Current   From 1 April 2021 
Main Hall               £8.40 per hour   £9.00 per hour 
Catharine Hollman Room         £6.35 per hour           £7.00 per hour 
Whole Building 
Weekend      £292      £350 
Day                  £133                           £145 
Evening                                         £80                              £90 

Non-resident, non-regular 
Main Hall                             £16.80 per hour  £18.00 per hour 
Catharine Hollman Room         £12.70 per hour  £14.00 per hour 
Whole Building 
Weekend                                  £584     £650 
Day                                           £268                                   £290 
Evening                                     £160                                   £180 

Non-resident, regular 
Main Hall     £12.70 per hour  £14.00 per hour  
Catharine Hollman Room         £ 9.70 per hour   £11.00 per hour 
Whole Building 
Weekend                                      £437      £480 
Day       £199                            £220 
Evening                                        £119                             £130 

Tim Rothwell. Chair, Pett Village Hall Management Committee, November 2020

Support the St Michael’s Hospice and 
protect the environment this Christmas

With the festive season fast approaching, St Michael's Hospice would like to 
invite you to support them by taking part in this year's St Michael's Hospice 
Christmas Card Appeal. The idea is that people in your family/ friendship group/ 
or workplace raise funds by writing their Christmas messages to each other in a 
large shared card rather than purchasing individual cards. Taking part couldn't 
be simpler. The Hospice will provide the card free of charge so all that's left to 
do is place the card somewhere central where everyone can sign it and ask 
everyone who signs to donate the money they would have spent on their own 
Christmas cards to the Hospice.


Email the Hospice's Fundraising team for more information: 
mailto:fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com
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  Pett Sports Club, Pett Rams - Nick Soan

2020 became the inaugural year for the new Twenty20 competition across the county of 
Sussex in the form of the Sussex Slam. A laid back fast paced midweek game that was 
formed to allow more people the opportunity to play some form of cricket around their busy 
lives of work and family. Little did we know that it would be a saving grace with the hit of 
the pandemic and lockdown that threw the whole cricket season on its head. 

With the cricket season being reorganised to allow some form of cricket this season, the 
Sussex Slam was highly welcomed to boost the number of game that people were going to be 
able to play this year. 

With the Pett Rams formed, a kit designed and organised by Stuart Ware, we were ready for 
our first game of the Slam. With our heads around the rules, 4 overs per bowler, retiring at 
50 runs, fielding restrictions and the one that confused most spectators, 10 overs being 
bowled consecutively from one end with the batsman swapping between overs before a mid-
innings turnaround, we were set. 

Our first game came against 
local rivals the Parkhurst Fossils 
at home. Petting winning the 
t o s s a n d b a t t i n g s e t a n 
impressive 192/4 from their 20 
overs, with Luke Crisfords first 
of four retirements of our Slam 
reason for reaching an individual 
50 not out. With good support 
from Gary Chatham (26), Joel 
Grieg (39*) and Glenn Oakman 
(24*), it was time for the 
b o w l e r s t o s h i n e . L u c k y 
Maheshwaran picked up 3 
wickets and along with 2 wickets 
from Adam Stunt who would 
become our spearhead of an opening bowling attack for the competition, made lightwork of 
the top order in the first 8 overs, allowing Luke Crisford, jack Dudley and Gary Chatham to 
clear up the rest for a convincing first win. 

Our second game, became a close contest with Claremont School. Again, Pett won the toss 
and elected to bat hoping to replicate the previous weeks blistering start. However, this 
time it wasn’t meant to be. Tight bowling from the Claremont side bowled the Rams out for 
150 from 19.4 overs. Despite our best efforts with the ball, Claremont chased this down 
comfortable for the loss of 5 wickets and 17 balls spare. 

Week three had quickly come round for the much-anticipated game of the Rams against 
Iden. Losing the toss and being put into bat, Pett Rams finished 175/7 after our 20 overs 
with contributions from Luke Crisford (51*), Adam Stunt (40), Joel Grieg (25) and Jack 
Dudley with and important 16*. Iden returned fire in expected fashion, however, ran out of 
steam towards the end of the innings and finishing 23 runs short. The pick of the bowling 
was from Gary Chatham picking up three wickets along with Jack Dudley, Lucky and 
Adam Stunt picking a wicket up each. 
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Week 4 saw the Rams up the ante, knowing we had a good chance of winning the group 
and progressing to the next round. Pett won the toss, put Parkhurst into bat. With 
Adam Stunt taking 4 wickets, Luke 3, Lucky 2, plus a sharp run out from Conrad Giles 
from square leg, Pett had skittled Parkhurst for a modest 110 in 20 overs. Pett came 
out all guns blazing with Gary 12, Luke 50* starting the chase in blistering style, backed 
by Sammy Ethankotis 38 that sealed a victory in just 8.3 overs. 

Week 5 saw the return fixture against Claremont School. Wanting to set the score 
straight from a few weeks before, Pett again winning the toss and put Claremont into 
bat. It was easy to say this was by far our best performance in the field so far bowling 
Parkhurst out for 99 from 18.2 overs. Jack Dudley set the tone from the off with his 
pace picking up two wickets and Lucky with his spin also picking up two early wickets. 
Gary also chimed in with a couple of wickets and Luke picking up one which saw 
Claremont also lose three wickets to some extraordinary run outs. Gary and Luke again 
led the way with the out with Luke picking up his 4th retired 50 not out and Gary with 
28 not out as Pett chased down the total in 11.1 overs for 103/1. This now made it 4 
wins from 5 with one group game to play as well as keeping our Net Run Rate high as 
this, as we would find out, would become ever so important. 

Week 6 of the Sussex Slam, and probably our most important game. Winning would 
most certainly see us progress through to the next round of matches, where as a loss 
would pin the hopes on our Net Run Rate in what was a tightly contested group. The 
Pett Rams travelled to Iden, winning yet another toss and putting Iden into bat. 
Parkhurst posted 116 all out from 19.3 overs with Lucky, Adam Stunt, Chris Mills and 
Luke Crisford all taking two wickets each. With half the job done, and a respectable 
score to chase, Pett starting the innings well, with Luke making 18, Jack 33 and Joel 
24, however, with fading light and the pink ball becoming harder to see, the tail 
couldn’t quite get the team over the line and the Rams fell 7 runs short of the target. 
Our hopes now pinned on the results from the other group game of the week and that 
our Net Run Rate was good enough. Thankfully, it was. 

Topping the group, we got to go one of the three Knockout rounds which the winners 
would get to play a finals day at Horsham. The Rams were paying in the second game 
of the day, drawn against the Polegate Pythons. Polegate won the toss and elected to 
bat first. Pett got off to a dream start with jack Dudley knocking back the middle 
stump with the second delivery of the innings. With Luke taking 3 wickets, Gary two 
and Chris Mills getting one to his name, Polegate posted 137 for 8, a score we knew we 
could chase down. Sadly, it was not to be and with tight bowling from the Python 
bowlers, and Pett trying to force their hand to reach the target score, we were bowled 
out for 86. It was here our Sussex Slam campaign for the year was over. 

Our Sussex Slam season was a testament to the group of players we had to pick from 
each week that allowed us the success that we had, as well as opening a fantastic 
atmosphere of midweek cricket that we all thoroughly enjoyed. Individual stats Luke 
Crisford ended our Slam Campaign with 258 runs, Joel Grieg 125, Gary Chatham with 
110, along with Luke again taking 12 wickets, Lucky and Adam Stunt taking 10 apiece.

  Pett Sports Club, Pett Rams - Nick Soan
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  Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy
As I write this, we are in the second week of the second Covid-19 lock-down.  
By the time you read this the lock-down will (hopefully) be nearly over, 
though the situation varies from day to day.  Last week we decided to take a 
little exercise by walking down to Pett Level to walk along the sea wall and 
see if there were any interesting birds about.  There didn’t seem to be much 
about except for a lot of people doing the same as us.  We could hear 

curlews, though it took us a while to 
spot them and there was a grey 
heron stood on a field edge doing 
nothing much.  So we allowed 
ourselves to be distracted by the Red 
Pig snack-bar and indulged in a 
couple of very tasty grilled halloumi 
rolls.  As we ate them, we wandered 
to the edge of the pools and spotted 
a pair of little grebes and Maya said, 
“There’s a couple of little egrets on 
the other side of the pond, but one 
is much bigger, could it be a great 
white egret?”  The great white egret 
is relatively rare in the UK - only 
about 35 wintering birds according to 
the RSPB, so quite an exciting 
possibility.  As she handed me the 

binoculars to confirm or deny it, I was racking my brains trying to remember 
what colour the beak of the great white egret is.  It was a long way off and I 
couldn’t get a clear view of the beak against the light, but then I noticed it 
moving its beak from side to side in the water and I thought ‘spoonbills do 
that!’   

It was indeed a spoonbill and, most unusually in my birdwatching experience, 
it flew towards us and settled less than 50 yards away so we could get a good 
view of it.  It was its fishing technique that helped me to identify it, but once 
you see that spoon-shaped bill it is unmistakable.  (The scientific name 
Platalea leucorodia is from Latin meaning broad - referring to the bill - and 
the Greek meaning white heron.  In New Zealand there is an isolated colony of 
great white egrets which are locally known as white herons.  Common names 
can be confusing!)  The shape of the bill and the fishing technique are of 
course,  two sides of the same coin.   The bill contains many sensors that are
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  Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy
sensitive to vibrations and as it sweeps its bill from side to side the 
sensors pick up the vibrations made by fish or invertebrates which are 
instantly captured.  This technique allows the spoonbill to fish in murky 
water or even in the dark and the spoonbill is known to feed mainly 
nocturnally.  In the breeding season, the spoonbill has a yellow patch at 
the end of its beak and a golden yellow patch on its breast.  Let’s hope 
they breed at Pett Level some day soon. 

The great white egret is a similar size to the spoonbill and is an equally 
rare sight, though both are fairly regular summer visitors to the south 
coast.  The great white egret uses its beak in much the same way as the 
grey heron - like a spear.  It uses speed and keen eyesight to catch its 
prey.  The little egret uses a more gentle probing action to find 
invertebrates in the mud.  The little egret is now a very common sight in 
the UK and it would be rare to walk past the pools at Pett Level and not 
see one.  It was once hunted in Europe and Britain because the feathers 
from its crest were popular adornments for ladies’ hats and it came close 
to extinction.  However, fashion and attitudes have changed and the 
species has bounced back.  Not only has it re-colonized the UK, but its 
westward march has continued as far as the eastern USA. 

Incidentally, if you see a large white bird that is obviously not a swan and 
doesn’t have a spoon-shaped beak, then a yellow beak indicates a great 
white egret, a black beak indicates a little egret.

Christmas cards and Lottery crackers on sale now
From St Michael’s Hospice

With eight cards to choose from (10 cards in a pack) including two designs 
exclusive to St Michael's Hospice, the 2020 Christmas card collection is now 
available from Hospice shops in Hastings, Bexhill on Sea and Battle, via the 
downloadable form on their website, or by telephone 01424 445177. Each pack 
costs £3.50 each and contains a seasonal greeting.


Add an extra fun surprise to your Christmas table this year and you and your 
family and friends could win £1,000 this Christmas! The St Michael's Hospice 
Lottery Christmas crackers contain a £1 Lottery scratch card as well as the 
traditional fun cracker joke, hat and prize. Pick up a box of six deluxe crackers 
for £13, or individual standard crackers for £1.50 each, from the Hospice shops 
in Hastings, Bexhill on Sea and Battle, via the downloadable form on their 
website, or by telephone 01424 445177.


 www.stmichaelshospice.com
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  Pett Parish Council Meeting November
The council met in November and its first business was to co-opt David Terrell to 
bring the council up to full strength. I would like to publicly welcome David, who has 
lived in the village for eight years and will, I am sure, be a valuable member of the 
council. 

I noted last month that the council had submitted a response to the Rother early 
engagement request relating to the new local plan. It has also submitted a response 
to the government White Paper on planning, which aims to change quite significantly 
the way planning works. Most of the council’s comments focused around the 
importance of local knowledge when planning decisions are made. 

I am glad to say that the road works in Fairlight and in Pannel Lane have all been 
completed. However, there was then a gas leak in Pett Level Road, so there were 
more diversions and then a tree blew down between the Royal Oak and the top of 
Chick Hill, but things seem to be back to normal now. Nevertheless, the high winds 
we are experiencing could cause other problems. 

One matter that the council discussed at some length at its meeting was its 
involvement in social media. The final decision was that the current website should 
continue as at present and the council will reactivate its Facebook page, but only for 
announcements. Allied to this will be a Twitter account that can be used to inform 
people when there are problems such as gas leaks and trees down. 

The council also discussed how to solve the problem of flooding on the tennis court in 
a cost-effective way. It is hoped that grants can be obtained to help with the cost, 
but the work has to be done if the court is to remain usable. In parallel with this, 
some of the equipment in the playground is nearing the end of its life (although it is 
still quite safe) and the council has to decide how to proceed on this. There is also 
some work needed on the allotments. 

It was also agreed that a housing needs survey would take place in the new year. 
When you receive this, please reply so that the responses take in the views of all 
residents. This will be on paper, but advertised via social media. 

Please note what I say about the budget below, In addition, the council still has to 
decide how to spend the money received from the Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL). Suggestions so far include a contribution to solving the tennis court problem, 
improving the playground and replacing some of the stiles on the village’s many 
footpaths with kissing gates to make them easier to access for dog walkers and those 
with mobility problems. If you have other suggestions as to how this money might be 
spent, please let the clerk or myself know. It is not a huge amount! 

Finally, I will repeat what I said last month. The council will be working on the 
budget for next year during December, with final approval in January, so, as usual, if 
you have any projects that you would like the council to support, even in the current 
situation, please contact the clerk as soon as possible. The budget is used to 
determine the precept and thus the part of the council tax that goes to the parish.
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  Pett Puzzles
We were so lucky again with the weather at the 
November coffee morning and quite a few people 
turned up specifically to collect puzzles for the 
impending lockdown! 

As of now we have 130 puzzles in the library, so there 
really should be something for everyone. The really good 
news for me is that almost a third of the collection are 
now out in the community helping people to get through 
difficult times by giving them a challenge to focus on and one that can be done 
alone or with family. The greatest reward is when people bring back a puzzle 
and say how much they enjoyed doing it or how it has helped a friend or 
relative or provided an entertaining group activity for a family. 

I have a feeling that a few people might be getting addicted as there are some 
cases where puzzles come and go from my door with great regularity. Top 
puzzler is my near neighbour, Chris Bennett, who has done 11 x 1000 piece 
puzzles in the last 5 weeks! Puzzles are getting quite scarce as many people 
would normally pick them up from charity shops, which are now closed and a 
quick check on Amazon shows many puzzles are out of stock or selling for 
inflated prices due to the shortage.  

I will be bringing a small sample from the library to the delayed December 
coffee morning on 9th December. Fingers crossed that families will be able to 
get together over Christmas so why not pop along and pick up a puzzle to keep 
both young and old entertained over the festive season. 

An up to date catalogue can be found on Pett on the Net  
https://www.pettnet.org.uk/pett-puzzles  

You can call or text me to have puzzles delivered if you can’t make it to the 
coffee morning, or if there is a specific puzzle you would like, or if you want a 
paper copy of the catalogue. Jane Sweaney : 07788 410342

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
500 CLUB WINNER FOR OCTOBER 

Drawn on 4th November 2020 
1st Alexander Bowles  
2nd Rosemary Osborn 
3rd Mary Philo 
Pett Village Hall is a registered charity in England and Wales No 1005693
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PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 
BE IN IT TO WIN IT!   

PLEASE BECOME A MEMBER AT £12 PER ANNUM TO 
SUPPORT THE VILLAGE HALL. 

PRIZE DRAW EVERY MONTH WITH  
THREE LUCKY WINNERS.  

At a loss for a Christmas present ?  

Why not give a PVH 500 Club gift voucher? 
Applications forms can be found on www.pettnet.co.uk under  

the PETT VILLAGE HALL link or contact  

either Carol Pecorini.phone 01424 813544,  Email 
carol.pecorini@gmail.com. 

or Philippa Strickland phone 01424 814384 Email 
pstrickl@icloud.com 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY 

 

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693
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I knew that I would have several obstacles to overcome in order to achieve my 
vision to take over The Butchers Shop. Firstly, I would have the task of getting 
my family on side and convince my risk adverse parents that I would not be 
committing financial suicide. For this I would need extra support, so I shared 
the idea with my brother, who had been feeling the same as me about losing 
the shop and instantly supported the idea. His ideas largely echoed the ones 
that Ian and I had already had. It was now time to tackle my parents. It is fair 
to say that they were extremely surprised by the idea and wanted some time 
to think about it. By this time, we were just days away from Christmas and 
after being left to sweat for a bit just 
before Christmas I got the go ahead.  

Now the work was to begin, which was 
held up by the festive period. I arrived at 
work buoyed up to give my notice in 
between Christmas and New Year to find 
out that I was the only member of the 
team at work that day! In fact, there was 
only me and one other person on an 
entire floor of Ocean House, so I sent my 
notice into cyber space and hoped that it 
was accepted. If I was to take on such a 
project now would be a good time as I 
had been working part-time only since the children were born, as such I was 
only looking to replace a part-time wage even if the hours were going to be 
somewhat longer. Still I knew there would be a big financial outlay to get 
going, so a trip was made to the mortgage broker.  

A major obstacle to overcome would be that I had absolutely no experience of 
working with meat beyond my own kitchen and skinning/plucking the odd 
rabbit/pheasant so I started to look into training courses on carcass processing 
which were largely aimed at small holders. However, I met with Jamie Wickens 
at The Ship and he very kindly offered to show me some basics. I ended up 
spending several mornings there right up until I opened up shop being shown 
some of the basics of dealing with lamb and pork. He was right in that these 
courses wouldn’t have helped me that much – repetition is the way that 
butchery is learned and you cannot achieve this in a day. I am extremely 
grateful to Jamie and his team for the help that they gave.  

Meanwhile Phil had been informed that I would be taking over when he 
returned his lease at the end of January. We met with Phil & Eve at the shop 
and spent some time going through the equipment and I also had some lessons 
in making sausages and grill sticks.

  View from the Butchers Block, part 2
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During much of this time we were having to keep this plan to ourselves as Phil had not 
yet broken the news to the village and I did not want to be the bearer of sad news, 
however as soon as he had we were able to come out into the open. Dad soon spread 
the word into the local farming community and within 24 hours we were approached by 
local farmer Frank Langrish, who was to be a useful contact and remains so supplying a 
good deal of the lamb and beef that enters the shop. Frank put me in contact with 
another farmer just over the border in Kent who had also taken on a Butchers Shop. I 
met with him and it was interesting to talk with someone who had come at the trade 
from a similar angle and as it was coming up to the quiet time of the year he offered 
the hire of a Butcher two days a week to get me off the ground.  

But I leap forward. When Phil and Eve handed over the keys, we had a lot of work to do 
and the builder had already been booked to give a quote the next day. The shop as far 
as I am aware had been in continuous use since 1934, which means that every job had 
been squeezed into Sundays and bank holidays and generally it needed a bit of spruce 
up. The shop has always been owned by the family but I had never been behind the 
counter until January! A bit like moving into a house which needs refurbishment there 
are always more jobs that need to be done than you first realise. The first such job was 
a completely new hot water system. The second was a new flat roof and Bernie tells us 
that other than an additional coating of felt, it was the original roof so after 86 years it 
really did need to be done. 

Looking back now it is amazing what we achieved in 4 weeks, but there are still jobs 
that we meant to do, just haven’t got round to yet! We had always sort of set a rough 
date of opening at the beginning of March but in the end I was given a deadline. The 
butcher’s shop owner I met in Kent offered to go halves on a beef cow with me and he 
booked the slaughter date, therefore 3 weeks later I would need to be selling that or 
lose a lot of money. The challenge was accepted, fortunately I like working to a 
deadline, an opening date was set for Monday 2 March. From there you know the story. 

My aim has always been to provide quality, local food and showcase the best of what I 
know our farmers can produce. Whatever marketing spiel supermarkets come out with 
they only have their interests at heart, not those of the producer and nor that of the 
customer.  I absolutely cannot compete with supermarkets on price and this is 
something that I will never try to do. I do my best to keep prices competitive and whilst 
going direct to the producer provides a much better cost for vegetables this does not 
work out so well for meat. Local farmers have shared their costs with me and for some 
reason it is actually less profitable for them to send their livestock direct to me via the 
abattoir (with me picking up those costs and our nearest is Heathfield) than it would be 
for them to send their livestock to the market. Market places are distressing places for 
livestock even with regulations in place and farmers really don’t want to put their 
animals under additional stress. In just these short months I have come across farmers 
that won’t send to market at all and those that make a second evening trip back to the 
abattoir (livestock go a day before to allow them time to settle) to provide the animals 
with their dinner and. a familiar face in a strange environment.  Neither of which are 
“hobby farmers” but lifelong, multi-generational farmers 

  View from the Butchers Block, part 2

51



Rye Food Bank 
helping provide emergency support for local people in crisis 

If you'd like to contribute - we're collec8ng: 

• Non-perishable, in-date food (4ns, packets, cartons) 
• Toiletries 
• Sanitary Products 
• Household Products 

Financial Dona8ons: 
Alterna4vely, our team will be happy to shop for items if you prefer to 
contribute money rather than goods. 

Dona4ons can either be made by cheque (made payable to PeF WI) and 
sent to Jane Sweaney at "Oakhurst", PeF Road, PeF, TN35 4HG or made 
directly into the PeF WI Bank Account - Lloyds Bank - Sort Code: 30-98-97 
- Account No: 70587368 - with the reference for both as "Food Bank" 
please. 

Pe> WI Collec8on Points: 

• PeF Village Hall (Lobby) 
• The Old Butcher's Shop - PeF 
• 1 Arthur's Close, PeF Road, PeF 
• "Nanini Tal", Cliff End Lane, PeF Level 
• Fairlight Post Office & Stores 
• The Barn, Shepherd's Way, Fairlight 
• The Firehills CoFage, Channel Way, Fairlight 
• Tea Beside the Orchard, Icklesham 

For more informa4on, or if you experience any difficul4es, please contact 
Campaign Co-ordinator, Hilary DymoF on 07768 323131 

Thank you! 

Pe> WI Community 
Aid Campaign 

(WICAID)

Supporting
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  View from the Butchers Block, part 2

ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL 
Just when you get back on your feet ….. another lockdown arrives! 

The last weekend in October was particularly successful, with hot food on 
offer over both days, a vinyl afternoon on the Saturday creating a really 
good atmosphere in the Club. And then came the government directive. 

Clearly, we don’t know what constraints or new restrictions will apply 
when the current lockdown arrangements are reviewed. As things stand, 
we hope to be able to re-open on Friday 4th December and carry on with 
the same opening hours from Friday – Sundays in the short term.  We also 
intend to continue providing hot food on Sundays, and on selected 
Saturdays. But we cannot finalise details at this stage, so please keep an 
eye on the Club Facebook and website. 

Stay safe, and Best Wishes from the Committee 

info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk  www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk

My customers want to know where their food has come from and how it has lived. 
They are conscious of how much waste is produced by packaging and worried about 
how far their food has travelled. My partner works in haulage and it is horrifying how 
many miles foods travel that can be produced locally, in conditions that you wouldn’t 
store food in yourself. I cannot source all meat locally unfortunately, but I do ensure 
that if I go elsewhere it is UK produce. I have been known to hiss at wholesalers who 
try and sell me the latest special offer from Poland, Argentina or New Zealand. There 
is absolutely no need to transport food that far.  

Lockdown meant that Nick was able to join me as a full-time butcher. He has been 
working in the trade on and off since his teens and all over the country, in many sorts 
of butchers. The idea was that he would help teach me, but with my farming 
background he says he has learned more in this job than he has in any other. Not to 
say that I haven’t learned a lot – I have and am still learning something every day. We 
are both rather traditional in our attitude towards butchery, but with me not being 
“raised” in the trade I do come in with questions and different perspectives. 

Christmas will now be another period of learning for us and how to plan everything. 
Will my excel spreadsheets and indexing systems work as planned? Easter orders in 
lockdown was a good practice run and we have improved so many systems since then. 
One thing is for certain we will have at least triple checks on everything and we are 
not planning any leisure time until it’s done. As I sit here writing in the calm before 
the storm I am quietly confident that we will cope – after lockdown 1 in the first 
month of opening Christmas should be fine! Just in case we don’t get time we would 
like to wish all our customers a Happy Christmas, whatever else this strange year 
throws at us and we look forward to 2021 and a return hopefully of the normally busy 
village timetable.  
With very best wishes for Christmas & the New Year - Sarah
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VILLAGE CONTACTS & OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS

Allotments Libby Rothwell 07714 340674 libby.rothwell891@gmail.com
Archive Resource 
Centre David Breakell 812964 info@thearc.uk

Badminton Anne & Paul Wadey 316209 pawadey@tiscali.co.uk
Bowls Club Eddie Quinlan 431463       
British Legion Brian Green 812450       toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk
Cricket Club Andrew Dunlop 813368
Dance Fitness Laura Mitchell 07527 105352       lauramitchell6@sky.com
Flower Show Philippa Strickland 814384       pstrickl@icloud.com
Flowerpots Abbe Whittle 07980 008347                  @ pettflowerpotsplaygroup
Gardening Club Bob Harris 815151 bob.june@btopenworld.com
Neighbourhood 
Watch Caroline Turner 813368 littlebudspett@gmail.com

Pett Churches
- Church Wardens

- Friends 
- St Nicholas

Angela Hawksley
John Case
Gill Plank
Fran Rogers

812705
812224
812154
812964

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com
johncase@me.com
gillplank@yahoo.co.uk

Pett Level 
Preservation Trust Theresa Noutch 814370       theresanoutch@aol.com

Pilates Annie Cuthbert 01797 225186  tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com
POPP Sheila Thomas 01303 237778
Pole Dancing Jane Baldwin 07403 256148 jane@mrzen.co.uk
PVH Committee Tim Rothwell 07850 469314        tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls Eric Butler 814869       Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk
Stoolball Janet Fuller 01303 873227
Tennis Club Stuart Ware 815197            petttennisclub@gmail.com
The Club Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Village Voices Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
WI Amanda Leeson 07968 443646 pettwi.sec@gmail.com
Yoga Class Robin Hutt 813182       robinhutt@btinternet.com
ROOMS FOR HIRE
Methodist Chapel Wendy Hatch 01424 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Sports Pavilion Stuart Ware 01424 815197 sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
Village Hall Clare Walker 07762 836596 village.hall@pettnet.org.uk
New Beach Club 01424 812080 info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT TO BE IN INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION
Conquest & Eastbourne Hospitals 0300 131 4500
Harold Road Surgery 01424 720878
Hastings Old Town Surgery (Ice House) 01424 452800
Samaritans 116 123
Citizens Advice 03444 111 444
RSPCA Emergency Services 0300 1234 999
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WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 
Roads, road markings, verges, signs, drains, potholes, fallen trees, footpaths, etc  
https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk 
0345 6080190 

Councillor  Keith Glazier 07957 377844 cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk 
 
Planning, refuse & recycling, fly-tipping & pollution, dog & pest control, beach 
bye-laws 
http://www.rother.gov.uk/residents 
01424 787000 
 

Councillors Andrew Meir  01424 814178 cllr.andrew.mier@rother.gov.uk 
Roger Bird  01424 813636 cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk 

 
Pett Level - Sea Wall  
Environment Agency   03708 506 506 
 
PETT PARISH COUNCIL may be able to help you find out who to contact if you 
have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being dealt with, and can 
assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event of continued poor service. 
 
The Council are responsible for: the maintenance of recreation ground and play area 
(with the exception of the bowling green, sports pavilions, tennis courts and cricket 

pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association); the defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the 
Royal Oak; the war memorial at Pett Church; several roadside benches, noticeboards and village signs; 
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine. The Council also can provide a parish wide 
view on planning applications but the Local Planning Authority who makes the decision is Rother 
District Council. 
 
We usually meet on the second Tuesday of alternate months and all are welcome. For more details 
about what the council does and how you can get involved then contact any of the councillors below 
or the council pages on PettNet.org.uk 
 
Alan Crouch (Vice-Chair)  01424 813145  cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk 
Judith Dean    01424 812249  cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk 
Andrew Dunlop   01424 813368  ardunlop1@yahoo.co.uk 
John Leeson    07507 897177  cllr.john.leeson@pettnet.org.uk 
David Penfold (Chair)  01424 813003  cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk 
David Terrell 
Mike Wilkins   01424 813206  cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk 
Parish Clerk 
Mary Philo    01797 270790  clerk@pettnet.org.uk 
Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH 
 
GAS LEAKS  National Gas Emergency Service 0800 111 999   
POWER CUT  UK Power Networks   105  
(including overhead power lines) 
WATER LEAK  Southern Water emergency service 0800 820 999  
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