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Thursday 12th November 2020 
 
 
Police are urging people to be vigilant after a spate of catalytic converter 
thefts in East Sussex. 
 
Officers have seen an increase in reports of the thefts during the past month, 
including in Eastbourne, Hastings and Bexhill. Toyota and Honda vehicles 
have been targeted in particular. 
 
Chief Inspector Di Lewis, district commander for Eastbourne and Lewes, said: 
“We are urging people to take extra precautions around their vehicles following 
a rise in thefts of catalytic converters across East Sussex. 
 
“There are a number of measures people can take to deter thieves, including 
parking in a secure or well-lit area and considering locks or guards. 
 
“We also encourage people to continue reporting any thefts to us, so we can 
build a picture of the crimes and respond effectively.” 
 
Steps to protect your vehicle include parking in a garage overnight or in a 
secure compound. If this is not possible, people are urged to park in an area 
that’s well-lit and overlooked. 
 
Drivers are also encouraged to park so that the convertor can’t be easily 
reached by potential thieves. Vehicles that sit high above the road are 
particularly vulnerable. 
 
Car owners can ask their car dealer for any advice on locks or guards that are 
approved by the vehicle manufacturer to keep catalytic converters safe. People 
are also urged to register their converter and mark it with a forensic marker, 
which will make it harder for thieves to dispose of. 
 

https://intheknow.community/
http://www.sussex.police.uk/
https://twitter.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/images/msgTypes/Mt14P5.jpg


More information can be found on the Secured by Design website. Further 
measures on how to protect your car from thieves can also be found on 
the Sussex Police website. 
 
Anyone who has been a victim of a catalytic converter theft, or who may have 
any other information including relevant CCTV, doorbell or dash cam footage, 
is asked to contact police. This can be done either online or by calling 101. 
Always dial 999 in an emergency. 
 

 
  

 
 

Action Fraud scam watch 
 
Did you know scams cost the UK economy £5-£10 Billion a year, with over 
50% of people over 65 having already been targeted by scams; and only 5% of 
all scams reported? 
 
Action Fraud’s top tips 
 
Although fraud and cybercrime comes in many forms, there are some simple 
steps you can take to protect yourself. 
 
Follow Action Frauds’ personal safety checklist to keep you and those around 

https://www.securedbydesign.com/member-companies/accredited-product-search?view=catinfo&sbdoldcatid=98#advanced-search
https://www.sussex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/theft-from-a-vehicle/vehicle-safe-and-sound/


you safe from fraud here. 

 
 

 

Help us keep Sussex safe 
 
If you saw or heard anything, or have any information about any incident in this 
message please contact us online, or call 101, quoting the reference number 
provided. 
 
Alternatively you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org 
 
You can also visit our website at www.sussex.police.uk where you can find our 
easy to use online forms to report all non-emergencies to us. 
 
You can also find police advice to keep you safe and help you understand the 
law, and also browse our crime prevention pages for first-hand knowledge, 
industry best practices and practical crime prevention advice from officers and 
specialist teams all across the police. 
 
Have you ever had a policing question that doesn't actually require direct police 
involvement to answer? 
 
Ask the Police is a great online source of information for the most frequently 
asked policing questions, visit www.askthe.police.uk/ for more information. 
 

https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/individual-protection
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
http://www.sussex.police.uk/
http://www.askthe.police.uk/


 
  

 
 

Links and attachments 
 
Sussex Police will only ever link you to secure Websites we trust. We will only 
send you attachments where we believe it is absolutely necessary. 
  

Message Sent By 

Eastbourne, Lewes and Wealden team (Police, Prevention team, Sussex) 

 


