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THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 

or 07525032198 Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 

815022 Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator, 01424 812323 And not forgetting our distribution 

team of up to 20 volunteers 

If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we offer a Subscription 

Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by 

downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk DEADLINES:  Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of 

each month. Adverts (new, changes, payments) - MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month. 

Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten please contact us first 

otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and phone number. When submitting 

letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. No letter will be 

published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received.  Pett & 

Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every reasonable effort has been made 

to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the publishers or the news team can be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors 

of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the 

publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this 

publication. 

Welcome
Hello, and welcome to the November edition of your village magazine. It has a bit of a local history 
feel to it this month, with an update on the Archive Resource Centre from David Breakell, and a photo 
conundrum from Amanda Snowdon. I was also recently contacted by Doug Castle, who had spent 
some time in Pett in the early 1950s. Doug’s article on page 18 take us back to a simpler time, where 
the summer holidays seemed to last forever and children had a degree of freedom to roam and play 
in the countryside that is unheard of today. 


In addition, a chance conversation with Peter Woodroffe about Keddle Nets in Ray Bay led to his 
fascinating article starting on page 26.  Keddle net fishing is sadly no longer practiced, as Peter 
explains, but his article vividly brings to life what it was like, together with a snapshot of some 
wonderful old Pett Level characters, sadly long gone. 


Within this magazine you will find a leaflet updating you on the work of Rye Mutual Aid. As we head 
into the winter months, with all the uncertainty around Covid that this may bring, the support network 
that Rye Mutual Aid offers becomes even more important. Please keep the leaflet handy and do 
contact myself or Frances Hadfield should you require assistance.


We also say farewell to our vicar, Richard Barron. Richard is retiring after 42 years service, eight of 
those spent as Rector of Fairlight & Pett. We thank him for his ministry and wish him and his wife 
Kath, a long and happy retirement. 


Please do let us have your feedback on the magazine or any of the issues raised. My editor’s postbag 
was sadly empty this month, so, if you have some time, do put pen to paper or fingers to keyboard!


Take care and keep well.


John Case 
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Pett Parish Council News
No October council meeting, but there 
have been other meetings; see the 
separate report on the meeting with 
Highways, where many of the current 
issues are mentioned. 

The council has submitted a response to 
the Rother early engagement request 
relating to the new local plan, which is 
about to be developed. One problem 
area, as I have noted previously, is the 
large number of new houses that the 
government has scheduled to be built in 
the district; every new document seems 
to increase the number.  

The situation is complicated by the 
complete revision of the planning 
process proposed in the latest 
government White Paper, which includes 
far less opportunity for the public – and 
parish councils – to comment on 

applications, although fortunately not 
for applications in Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (82% of Rother). 

The road works on Battery Hill have 
meant much more traffic through the 
village and the installation of the 
passing places in Pannel Lane has made 
life even more difficult for some. 
Thanks to everyone for their patience. 
We should be back to normal soon. 

And, finally, it will soon be necessary to 
agree next year’s budget, so, as usual, if 
you have any projects that you would 
like the council to support, even in the 
current situation, please contact the 
clerk. The budget is used to determine 
the precept and thus the part of the 
council tax that goes to the parish.

The Committee have been meeting successfully by conference call, 
kindly organised by David Penfold. It has worked very well.  

Sadly, we were not able to organise a mini Autumn Show in 2020, but 
we are forging ahead with plans for 2021.  

Most importantly, because of a cancellation at Pett Village Hall, it is 
possible for the show to be staged at the Hall on the traditional date of SATURDAY 
31 July 2021, not on the 24 July as previously announced. 

The Committee are delighted to be joined by Angela Gastrell, who is a great 
supporter of the Show. She has already been tasked with duties and will be an 
excellent asset to our small band. 

At this point in time, the national situation is still a big question mark, so the 
committee had a brainstorm on the theme for 2021. We are happy to announce it 
will be “WE’LL MEET AGAIN” and we sincerely hope that this will ring true for all 
in the community. 

Philippa M Strickland 

Pett Flower Show & Fayre Saturday 31st July 2021
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In late September, parish council representatives had a further SLR (Strengthening Local 
Relations) meeting with representatives from East Sussex Highways. County Councillor 
Keith Glazier also attended. The following topics were discussed: 

• Holiday Traffic and Parking in Pett Level: Large numbers of weekend 
visitors redirected from Camber resulted in congestion and parking problems 
along the beach area from Pett Level to Winchelsea Beach. An inter-agencies 
meeting (Police, County Council, District Council, Highways and Parish 
Councils) has now highlighted the issue for next year. An immediate 
consequence of the meeting was the removal of signage directing drivers to 
Pett and Winchelsea on Rye Hill and at Flimwell. The police have put in for 
funding for a portable interactive sign which will be quicker to change than 
sending a person out to do so. An early 2021 meeting is scheduled to consider 
arrangements for 2021. 

• Civil Parking Enforcement and Signage: Civil Parking Enforcement in Rother 
was due to come into effect on 29 September. Enforcement of all existing 
parking restrictions will be district wide. Existing restrictions will be 
reviewed after the first year. Thus, it may be some time before any new 
restrictions can be considered for villages. 

• Pannel Lane Passing Places Road Closure Diversion: It was noted that it was 
unfortunate that this coincided with the road closure due to the works on 
Battery Hill. Highways were asked to reconsider the currently proposed 
diversion via Watermill Lane as Watermill Lane is narrower than Pannel Lane. 
It was suggested to use the A259 and Chapel Lane. (Highways subsequently 
declined to change the route.) 

• Potholes in Lay-bys: Highways are not responsible for the lay-bys outside the 
Pett Level gateway. The parish clerk will ask for access to the Highways 
ownership map to find out who owns the land. 

• Battery Hill Road Works: Information provided to parishes about these road 
works has been timely and helpful. The additional signage provided as a 
result of the diversion through Pett has been useful. 

• Tree Felling in Kitchen Wood: A request was made to reconsider the use of 
Watermill Lane to transport out what could be very large trunks. The lane is 
narrow with several blind bends. It is easy to see that there would be 
difficulties. The lane has no weight restrictions on it. 

• Notices about road works to adjoining parishes: A request was made to 
Highways that adjacent parishes should be notified of road works if it would 
affect them. The use of Watermill Lane for removing tress after tree 
clearance at Kitchen Wood in Guestling was not notified to Pett. 

Strengthening Local Relations Meeting with  
East Sussex Highways
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• White Lining on Friars Hill: The white lining has been completed. The 
additional ‘Pedestrians in the Road’ sign are very helpful. It was suggested that 
similar signs should be permanent. 

• Parking on pavements and verges –bollards: Any bollards on verges require a 
highways licence and these are not automatically granted. Under Civil Parking 
Enforcement, parking on verges or footpaths can be banned by obtaining a 
Traffic Regulation Order. Any requests would have to wait until the Parking 
Enforcement annual review. It was noted that moving vehicles off verges on to 
the road can produce other road dangers or make the original issue worse, 
especially on narrow roads. 

• Grass Creep on Pavements: Areas where grass creep was occurring to be 
notified to the Highways Steward.  

• Cutting Back Hedges – Friar’s Hill and elsewhere –visibility of signs: The 
hedge towards the bottom of the hill where a pinch point is created has been 
cut back as a result of a Highways request but it still needs further reduction. 
The hedge on the corner of the lane to French Court Farm may also need 
cutting to improve visibility.  

• Lay by opposite the Methodist Church: Highways had not been able to find 
evidence of the previous hatching and white lines on Google maps. Improving 
sight lines would be the new focus to reduce the risk at the blind corner. 

• Road drainage between Pett Level to Winchelsea Beach: It was noted that 
flooding is a regular issue during winter and a driving hazard. A request was 
made for Highways to check the road regularly. 

• Speeding through the village: Temporary signs, provided by Highways, have 
been installed. These encourage drivers to remember their speed; they appear 
to have had some effect. It was noted that signs lose their effectiveness after a 
few months.  

• Water seepage at the bottom of Chick Hill: The Water Board is aware of the 
issue. The water may turn to ice in the winter making the road dangerous. Any 
works would require traffic lights in an already difficult location. The increased 
traffic due to the Battery Hill road works could mean that repairs would be 
delayed.

Strengthening Local Relations Meeting with  
East Sussex Highways
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Pett WI Report, Belinda Wood, President

We had some very positive feedback from members following our first online 
general meeting in September the speaker of which was West End musical star 
Sophie Louise Dann who managed to regale us with tales from her interesting 
career whilst whipping up a rather fabulous lemon drizzle cake at the same 
time!   Just a reminder that although we are unable to meet personally at this 
time there is still time to take advantage of a taster membership for just £10.75 
(runs from 1 October 2020 to 31 March 2021) - you too can then enjoy our 
upcoming online events, choose to get behind community projects as well as 
being part of a support and friendship network.  For more details please email us 
at pettwi@outlook.com 

With the generosity of people from Pett, Pett Level, Guestling, Icklesham, 
Fairlight and beyond, the Pett WICAID team have been able to make weekly 
deliveries to Rye Food Bank throughout September and October.   As winter 
approaches - and with the Covid-19 crisis still very much looming over us - we 
plan to continue our Appeal over the coming months so would very much 
appreciate any ongoing support. 

As reported in the Rye News website 
during September, Rye Food Bank 
noticed a significant increase in the 
number of children needing their 
help. "A more usual situation had 
been the number of children being 
half the number of adults.   They now 
see equal numbers, and this seems 
common across the Bexhill food bank 
network which covers our local area. 
They think it must be related to 
school meal vouchers no longer being 

available now youngsters are back at school.    Donating to the Food Bank is one 
of the most important ways you can help your community at this time.   They 
need to ensure they have adequate stocks of food to meet the demand, 
especially when furlough ends." 

Many thanks to Cllr Issy Horsley for her help in securing a second collection point 
in Fairlight and for putting us in touch with Graeme and Leonie Gambrell at 
Fairlight Post Office & Stores who have so kindly agreed to have a donation 
basket for us. 
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PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Winners for September are 

1st Jeanette Barden 

2nd Brenda Kirkham 

3rd Becky & Stuart Ware 

  

Draw Date 7th Oct 2020 

!  

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693

If you’d like to contribute, Pett WI now has collection points at: 

·      Pett Village Hall (Lobby) 
·      1 Arthur's Close, Pett Road, Pett 
·      "Nanini Tal", Cliff End Lane, Pett Level 
·      Fairlight Post Office & Stores 
·      The Barn, Shepherd's Way, Fairlight 
·      "Tea Beside the Orchard", Icklesham 

We are so grateful to Hilary Dymott and the WICAID team and everyone who 
continues to support our latest community appeal - thank you! 

Finally this month I would like to thank committee member Sally Watson from 
Fairlight who over the last few months has taken on the unofficial title of 
"Sunshine Secretary" delivering greeting cards to members, usually in person - 
socially distanced naturally.   Members tell me they have been delighted to have 
this contact and it proves that sometimes it's just the smallest of things that can 
make the difference to people.   Thank you Sally!   And of course thank you to all 
our committee members and others in our membership who continue to provide 
such support to Pett WI and the community even when we are unable to meet. 

Belinda 

Pett WI Report, Belinda Wood, President

Coffee Morning 
Last month we were so pleased to be 
able to open again for the village 
coffee morning and we just wanted 
to thank all those who turned out to 
support us.  It was so nice to see you 
all and chat at a distance as though 
nothing had changed 
We look forward to seeing you again 
on November 4th where you can 
change your book, borrow a jigsaw 
and catch up with friends 

Best wishes from Fran Anne and Tim
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Pett WI Community 
Aid Campaign 

(WICAID)

Rye Food Bank 

helping provide emergency support for local people in crisis 

If you'd like to contribute - we're collecting: 

• Non-perishable, in-date food (tins, packets, cartons) 
• Toiletries 
• Sanitary Products 
• Household Products 

Pett WI Collection Points: 

• Pett Village Hall (Lobby) 
• 1 Arthur's Close, Pett Road, Pett 
• "Nanini Tal", Cliff End Lane, Pett Level 
• Fairlight Post Office & Stores 
• The Barn, Shepherd's Way, Fairlight 
• "Tea Beside the Orchard", Icklesham 

For more information, or If you experience any difficulties, please 
contact Campaign Co-ordinator, Hilary Dymott on 07768 323131  

Financial donations 
Alternatively, our team will be happy to shop for items if you prefer to 
contribute money rather than goods. 

Donations can either be made by cheque (made payable to Pett WI) 
and sent to Jane Sweaney at "Oakhurst", Pett Road, Pett, TN35 4HG or 
made directly into the Pett WI Bank Account - Lloyds Bank - Sort Code: 
30-98-97 - Account No: 70587368 - with the reference for both as 
"Food Bank" please. 

Thank you! 

13



Question: When did you last read about the ARC in your local 
media?   

Answer: Back in March, just a few short weeks, as it turned out, before the 
Covid-19 pandemic changed from being a major news story into a personal journey 
for all of us. A journey on which we are still travelling, with the destination 
remaining unclear. 

Given what has happened to the world in the interim, you’d be forgiven for not 
having noticed our absence from these pages. But now we’re back – and with some 
very positive news to share with you. So, how has The ARC project been faring 
through this extraordinary summer of 2020? We may have been keeping a fairly low 
profile, but that doesn’t mean that progress wasn’t being made.  So here are the 
highlights: 

✓ Our application to Rother District Council for a Community Grant was 
successful.  That means we have reached two-thirds of our overall funding 
target, and it gives us further confidence that we will raise the rest.  We are 
naturally very grateful to the team at Rother – and to Ward Councillors 
Andrew Mier and Roger Bird for their support. 

✓ Some grant bodies have delayed their decision-making processes or scaled 
back their levels of support due to the pandemic. The Heritage Lottery Fund, 
for example, remains closed for new applications “until 2021”.  But, with 
advice from East Sussex County Council, we have identified other potential 
sources of funding to fill the inevitable gaps.  

✓ Given the encouraging position, the committee has decided to proceed with 
conversion of our space in the upstairs gallery at Pett Village Hall and 
associated electrical works. (The sketch below is a reminder of the plans). 
This will be done over the Christmas/New Year period so as not to disturb 
other users.  

✓ We will purchase the archive equipment on our ‘shopping list’, on a 
prioritised basis as we receive additional funds. Some, more expensive, items 
such as an archival quality printer, may have to wait until the entire budget 
has been raised. But that will not prevent us from commencing the business 
of archiving the materials we hold. This will not be a fast process, but we 
would hope to be open for members in the first half of 2021.  

✓ The ARC committee have discussed how we can open our doors to visitors in a 
Covid-compliant manner, but initially it is likely that our service will be a 
virtual one, visits to the archive room being dependent on how things develop 
with the virus.  

Archive Resource Centre News
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✓ It was always our intention that our archive materials could be accessed 
online as well as in person. The pandemic has merely underlined the vital 
importance of offering an internet-based facility. It also means that 
members who might find the stairs to the gallery a challenge, can use the 
service. 

✓ Our website (thearc.uk) is live, but it is not yet interactive so far as users 
are concerned. We will therefore give high priority over the coming months 
to developing it into a fully operational service. To an extent, that work will 
take precedence over things like fitting out the archive office once the 
builders have departed. 

We will revert with further news as things develop. In the meantime, you can 
read a short item of interest from my committee colleague Amanda Snowdon in 
these pages.  

Finally, if you have not already done so, I would encourage you to become a 
Friend of The ARC. The application form appears below. Every small donation 
brings us closer to the day when we can launch the service. And if anyone out 
there is interested in helping with building our website, especially if you are 
familiar with platforms like Wordpress, please do contact us. 

We look forward to welcoming you to The ARC in 2021. 

David Breakell, Hon. Treasurer  - info@thearc.uk

Archive Resource Centre News
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         BECOME A FRIEND OF THE ARC  
 
We are in the process of raising funds for the construction 
and equipping of a permanent archive within Pett Village 
Hall where we will hold donated materials relating to the 
history of the area. The aim is to make these records 
(paper and electronic) available to anyone interested in the 
history of our communities, and to hold them securely for 
future generations to enjoy. We hope the ARC will become 
a repository for all items of local interest, whether coming 
from private individuals or local organisations. Obviously 
we will incur start up costs for these works before we can 
start to generate an income.  If you would like to help 
support us in the start-up phase, then please become a 
“Friend”.  We are asking for a minimum £10 contribution, 
but any donation above that amount would be gratefully 
received, as we aim to get “matched’ funding from grant 
bodies.  Your name will be registered as a “Friend” in an 
appendix to our Constitution. In due course, when the 
archive is up and running, we will initiate annual fee-based 
memberships of ARC, but Friends will be offered    

     preferential terms. 

 [BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE] 

NAME         MR/MRS/MISS/MS      FORENAME       

SURNAME             

ADDRESS             

       POSTCODE      

TELEPHONE        MOBILE        

EMAIL             

SIGNATURE          DATE      

I would like to contribute £10 (or more if you wish) to become a friend of the ARC. 

⬜ I am paying my contribution of £    By BACS to   Sort Code 60-02-07     
     Account 59634995  (Ref your name, but please return this complete form to us)  

⬜   I enclose a contribution of £     
   Please make cheques payable to: Archive Resource Centre 

RETURN FORM TO: The Treasurer, Archive Resource Centre,  
   Pett Village Hall, Pett Road, Pett, Hastings TN35 4HD 

- THANK YOU - 

We will only use your personal details above for contact purposes and to provide information. They 
are kept for our records only and will not be shared and will be kept secure.  Let us know if you wish 
to receive a full copy of our ARC Privacy Policy. 16



Mystery Picture – November 2020...

Can you help identify this?       

 

 

Following recent enquiries via Pett.net about the ‘Rubble on the Beach’ at Pett 
Level, we have spotted a newly-revealed piece of debris. 

It is located in front of the Stonewalls site amongst the general assortment of 
rocks and concrete fragments. It looks like a WW2 artefact, is four-sided, has a 
firm base and a chunk out of one corner. Someone suggested it would make a very 
good garden planter... 

 

Any ideas? If so, we’d love to hear from you! Please get in touch:

Email: info@the arc.uk  
Or:  davidbreakell@gmail.com 

Amanda Snowdon 
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Editor - I was delighted to receive an email from Doug Castle recently, who 
has happy memories of two childhood holidays spent in Pett 67 years ago. In 
the article below he takes us back to life in Pett in 1953. A time that now 
seems a world away from the worries and stresses we are experiencing in 
2020!  

After spells of ill-health in the 
spr ing 1953 our fami ly Dr. 
suggested that I should be taken 
off to the seaside for some fresh 
air as various medications had not 
helped.  One of my father’s uncles 
owned a hut in a field in the 
centre of Pett and so my Mother 
and I, with an Aunt and cousin 
arrived for week-long break in 
May.  Mother and I returned for 
two weeks in August, my father 
joining us for the second week as 
men only had two weeks annual 
holiday in those days and one 
week was often spent on house 
maintenance. 

For both holidays we took our cat, 
carried in a zipped holdall, 

travelling down by rail from 
Bexleyheath, via London, to Hastings and then the East Kent Road Car Co single 
decker bus out to Pett.  The corrugated iron hut, set well back from the road in a 
small field of long grass and weeds, was just a single, dingy, room with four army 
surplus camp beds, a small sink and not a lot else.  The privy was a small cabin, a 
little distance away, being nothing more than a bucket and spade. 

As the hut did not have a water supply we had to collect it from French Court 
Farm just along the road.  (I believe it was Mrs Sawyer as I seem to recall that I 
was puzzled that her surname was the same as the name of the village public 
house).  Lighting and cooking was by a paraffin lamp and stoves as there wasn’t 
any electricity either.    

As the hut did not have a postal address our mail was delivered c/o Mr Thorpe, 
Sweatman’s Stores, Pett Road, Pett.  It was the typical general store and post 
office of the time selling everything from tap washers to deli items, and a small 
butcher’s shop was a little way up the road.  

Memories of Pett by Doug Castle
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There was no need for any other outlet as the villagers could buy all their 
shopping here and carry it home. 

When my father came for a week in August, we also went by bus to Hastings, 
changed buses at Guestling to go to Rye and Winchelsea and also walked down 
Chick Hill to the beach at Pett Level and Fairlight Cove.  An ice cream from the 
Sunrise Café at the T-
junction at the bottom 
of Chick Hill was a 
t r e a t o n t h e w a y 
home.   

M y m a t e r n a l 
grandparents visited 
for a few days taking a 
b&b in a ‘chocolate 
box cottage’ down the 
road at the fork where 
the main lane bears 
right towards Chick 
Hill.  I believe it was 
called ‘Lyndhurst;’ and 
had a very short path 
from the gate to the 
front door with an 
archway covered with 
climbing roses. They 
drove down in their 
1938 Austin Big Seven 
and I still own the car 
today, much restored 
and used regularly on 
the highways of Cornwall as I now live in Helston where my grandmother came 
from. 

No sooner than we had arrived in May than a local lad, Ivan Griffen, and friends 
arrived to see who we were and what we were doing and they were around much 
of the time for our second visit.  Recollections from the two holidays have 
remained in my memory and I saw Ivan and his friends several times during the 
three weeks. 

It was customary in those days to attend church even when on holiday.  
With the parish church just across the road it was easy to walk across and 
up the steps for the service. 

Memories of Pett by Doug Castle
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Afterwards Mrs Stuart Watt invited me to her house ‘Broadhayes’, just down 
the road, to play with her son and have tea.  The house seemed to be rather 
new and, with the one alongside, would now be described as an ‘executive 
house with several bedrooms, reception rooms etc’.  Unfortunately he was 
not the ideal host preventing me from playing with any of his extensive 
assortment of expensive toys on the patio at the back of the house, least of 
all the ‘top of the range’ pedal car, nor venturing into the, to me anyway, 
large rear garden. Tea was served at 4pm, a thin slice of a jumbo tomato 
with a lettuce leaf, a tiny portion of bread and butter with crusts removed, 
and a glass of the most diluted orange squash ever seen.  Almost as soon as 
tea was over I was ‘invited’ to go home.  I walked back to the hut hoping 
that my mother had a meal for me, I was hungry and was yet to learn that 
posh people ‘took afternoon tea at 4pm and dinner was their main meal at 
7.30pm’. 

Mr Vey tended the churchyard with much dexterity of scythe and sickle between 
the graves.  Looking back he seemed, perhaps, a touch bohemian but not 
eccentric, well-educated yet wanting to lead an uncomplicated lifestyle.  On most 
days he was walking through the village carrying his tools to go about his next job.  
Ivan knew that Mrs Vey walked around naked and wanted to prove this was 
correct.  It was a long walk down the lane towards Icklesham to their home on the 
right-hand side near a stream, the dwelling set well back in, possibly, the remains 
of an old orchard.  As we looked over the hedge Mrs Vey was hanging out the 
washing in the sunshine.  Ivan was right but the viewing distance masked the finer 
details! 

During our August holiday Ivan suggested that we should go fishing at French Court 
Farm.  He made our ‘rods’ from sticks out of the hedgerow with a length of string, 
a bent pin and the float made from a cork topped with a small feather.  The pond 
at French Court was stocked with small perch and roach and catching them with a 
pinch of bread bait was quite easy. 

Ivan would wander the village oblivious of time, and his parents had no idea 
where he would be within a large radius of his home.  To summon him home for 
meals, or bedtime, his father would play a sort of ‘Reveille’ on a trumpet.   

Our cat also enjoyed his holidays spending most of the day bringing home mice 
and voles, even bringing some into the hut and releasing them to run around, 
seemingly with a sense of humour watching as my Mother and I tried to catch 
them to get them outside.  Over summer my health improved, perhaps I had 
grown out of ‘it’, whatever ‘it’ was, and my family were to live with the filthy 
smogs affecting the wider London area throughout the rest of the 1950s. 

Memories of Pett by Doug Castle
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Photo 1 – The group outside the hut with my mother in the doorway, I am looking 
at the newspaper and Ivan is seated front left but I cannot recall who the others 
are.  Notice that boys wore short trousers up to 13 or 14 years of age. 

Photo 2 – Fishing at French Court with Ivan nearest the camera, then a lad 
named David and myself at the back.  (My father noted the names on this photo 
but not the other one).

Ivan and I kept in touch by letters for a few years until he joined the Royal Navy 
aged 16 and soon after the letters stopped.  I called on his parents, Jack and 
Margaret, and sister Pat, in September 1961 when I was working on a farm at 
Aldington, across the Romney Marshes, but after that contact with the family 
ceased.  

About ten years ago friends from my time at Aldington in 1960/62 moved into the 
village and so I told them of these memories of Pett.  They found out that Ivan was 
living in The Gambia and came home regularly.  They also gave me Pat’s telephone 
number but a few attempts to make contact were unsuccessful.  Then came the 
news in 2013 that Ivan had died aged 71.  I only knew him for those few weeks but I 
expect that, like me, the many people who knew him during his life remember his 
charisma and personality, he had a presence that could not be missed. 

My wife and I visited our friends in September 2016 and we enjoyed a brief tour of 
the area.  Coming into the village from Pett Level I noticed that the Sunrise Café at 
the bottom of Chick Hill had gone, the bus turning place at the top of the hill was 
still there, the site of Lyndhurst b&b is now the Royal Oak, there are plenty of in-
fill properties, including where the hut once stood, and the row of Knights 
Cottages, where the Griffen family had lived at No: 1, is still there. 

We enjoyed an excellent meal in The Two Sawyers, now a much bigger place with 
car park than the typical village pub that I had passed by so many years before.   All 
our villages and towns have changed over the years since, the original families have 
gone, the newcomers do not know of what went before; it is good to have pleasant 
memories of a peaceful life in a small village. 

Update from Doug: The hut and field was owned by Charles and Ethel Carroll, they 
may have been living at Blewbury, Bucks at that time or had moved to Chislehurst, 
Kent by 1953.  Ethel, nee Castle, was my father’s blood relative.  I do not know 
when they sold the land but they did use the hut quite regularly. 

  

Memories of Pett by Doug Castle
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior

Fully qualified – over 30 years 
experience

Free estimates and advice

Affordable prices

References available if required

Contact J C Elliott
01424 730 188
Mobile: 07947 798071
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It is overdue that I put words to paper and 
describe how I came to take over the 
“helm” from Phil & Eve at The Butchers 
Shop and introduce myself to those I have 
not met. It has been a hectic year and 
eventually I had to be nudged to submit 
an article. It is appropriate really 
considering that that journey started a 
year ago last October with my publishing 
my Great Uncle Robert Whiteman’s 
memoirs – The Butcher’s Block. Many of 
you brought a copy of his memoirs which 
tell the story of the start of The Butchers 
Shop as we know it and the history of Pett 
throughout the 20th century. Many thanks, 
he would have been greatly touched by all 
your kind comments. 
Phil kindly agreed to sell the book for 
me at the shop, which was the most 
fitting location for it to be sold. What 
none of us knew then was that Phil was 
planning to retire and it was just a few 
weeks later when he broke the news to 
h i s l a n d l o r d s , m y 
parents. Obviously, we 
had anticipated that 
Phil would retire at 
some stage, but it was 
a year or so earlier 
than they had thought 
so we were a little 
surprised. Cue visits 
from surveyors about 
values, rentals and 
developments. There 
was always a plan A, 
which was to offer it to 
someone else to take 
over as a Butchers 
Shop, which was done 
but the response was 
“It’s a good opportunity 

for someone, but not for me now” and 
it was back to the drawing board. 
I had recently started work for ESCC in 
Children’s Services and I have to say it 
really wasn’t the job that I thought it 
would be. With a long background in 
healthcare administration it seemed to 
be a fitting choice but the work 
environment I found oppressive and to 
be honest they made the NHS look like 
a glowing model of fiscal responsibility! 
In short, I was going to have to do 
something else. Mutterings were 
beginning to be made of selling the 
shop for development, as it looked 
more inviting than the ordeal of having 
to find another tenant and get the 
property ready. Financially this would 
have been the most profitable way 
forward, however it would not have sat 
right with any of us to close the last 
shop in the village.  

View from the Butcher’s Block by Sara
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For those of you unfamiliar with my family (Whitemans) we are the end of a long 
line of farmers and have been farming in Fairlight for 120 years. I have grown up 
surrounded by fantastic local produce; I worked in potato fields every summer of 
my childhood and when it was time to get a Saturday job I worked in Griffin’s 
Farm Shop in Fairlight, which was sited between Waites Lane & Rosemary Lane. 
Our farm back then was a traditional mixed farm with beef cows, pigs, house 
cows for milk, an arable crop for cattle feed and home-grown vegetables. The 
area was scattered with local farm shops and little farms producing all sorts of 
produce. Sadly, times have changed and retirement saw the demise of many of 
our local farms, as farms. The older generation passed on and far too many 
people these days have gone through life without any connection to the land, or 
real knowledge of how their food is produced. Briefly, this caused me much 
frustration that I was unable to do anything about it as I feel British farm produce 
is something worth shouting about and our supermarkets have been fobbing us off 
with rubbish and inferior imports however they try and dress things up.  
An idea started to form that maybe I could have a go? My great grandmother 
seemed to have learnt a lot on the job when my Great Uncle opened his shop. 
Many meats these days are available wholesale in smaller cuts. Maybe I could sell 
some meats alongside other local produce and become more a general store? A 
village shop is so much more than just a place to buy things, it is a part of the 
community. I had been missing the contact with the general public since leaving 
Roebuck/Guestling Surgeries in 2014 and administration jobs that involved dealing 
with the public seem to have vanished. 
Guestling/Pett are lovely places to live and they deserve a shop. In my childhood 
on Pett Road we had Pett Stores (now Norris’), the Old Post Office, the Garage 
and The Country Store as well as The Butchers Shop. If anything, there are more 
people living here now and a shop should be needed as much as ever. To lose a 
village shop is a detrimental force in any village community.  
I let the idea rattle around my head for a while before sharing it with my partner, 
Ian. Ian as always was totally supportive from the outset, but this was an 
ambitious plan even for me and various obstacles would need to be negotiated. 
We tried the idea out on some good friends and the response was instantly 
positive “You have got this. If anyone can do it you can”. The idea was born. 
I will continue next month, but I would just like to say that by the time of 
print we will be taking Christmas orders. I also offer free delivery within the 
local parishes in case anyone has to isolate again. Many thanks to everyone 
who has supported the shop since we have opened, it is very much 
appreciated and we are very fortunate to have such lovely customers. 

Sarah

View from the Butcher’s Block by Sara
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The Keddle Nets of Rye Bay by Peter Woodroffe

What is a Keddle Net? Only a few people living in the area now know what it is. A 
Keddle Net is a large fishing Net that has been in use in Rye Bay since Saxon times. 
There are a few other places where they have been used, some of which were in 
Wales, Norfolk and one place in Scotland. There are particular locations in Rye Bay 
where the Net owner is licensed to put out a Keddle Net and these are known as 
Stands, one of which (Number 20), opposite Stonewalls is the most westerly Stand 
in the Bay. There are 20 Stands in the Bay. In the ’60s and ’70s I owned and 
operated a Keddle Net on Stand 20 as I was living at Stonewalls. 

The Net is set up at low water - no mean task. It consists of a circular Net one 
hundred yards in circumference with a narrow gap opposite the shore. The bottom 
of the Net is secured by wooden stays dug into the sand, ten inches square, known 
as Fraps. A rope is put through a hole in the middle of the Frap, knotted below and 
tied at the other end to the bottom of the Net with a figure-of-eight knot. Each 
Frap is buried about a foot below the surface of the sand and they should have a 
gap of ten inches between each other, although I used to manage with them a few 
feet apart. The top of the Net has corks attached to it so that it rises from the sea 
bed and hangs like a curtain at high tide.The Net needs to be twenty to twenty-
five feet in depth, according to the venue of the Stand and whether the particular 
tides are long or short. This circular Net is called the Pound. 

Another Net, set up in the same way, runs in a straight line from the middle of the 
pound and through the gap towards the shore. It is one hundred yards or so in 
length and is known as the Range Line. The way the Net works is based on the fact 
that when a fish meets an obstruction, it turns seawards. Thus, when the fish come 
to the Range Line, they turn seawards and finish up in the Pound. So, when the 
tide goes out, you simply pick up the fish as they are beached or caught up in the 
Net.  

Up to 1940 Keddle 
N e t s w e r e 
supported on poles. 
This was abandoned 
in favour of Nets 
having corks on the 
upper part of the 
Net so as to prevent 
accidents involving 
s w i m m e r s a n d 
boats. In order to 
avoid mishaps, a 
flag is set up on the 
seaward side of the 
Pound.
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The Keddle Nets of Rye Bay

Originally a few commercial Keddle Netters had more than one Pound. That would 
not be feasible now, since there are less fish around our coasts, due to over fishing 
by the EC. My Net, like most at that time, had a mesh that was one and a quarter 
inch square. 

As a non-professional, I would set the Net up for four or more days, taking care to 
choose a period when the sea would be reasonably calm. Needless to say, Nets of 
that size are extremely heavy and need a cart or trailer to get them into place; and 
they are twice the weight when they are wet - all of half a ton. Once the Net was 
ashore it needed to be laid out on the beach to dry and to effect repairs. Today, I 
wouldn’t dream of doing this for fear of the Net being stolen - a sign of the times! I 
used to put the fish that I kept straight into the deep freeze (apart from those 
destined for the fish kettle, that is, as we used to say, from ‘Keddle to Kettle’). It is 
best not to gut them before dropping them into the freezer: that way they keep 
their shape. 

The Net was made of synthetic material which meant that it would not rot and that 
handling and transporting it to the shore was more manageable. In the old days 
(prior to 1960), the Nets were made of cotton and hemp; the best were composed of 
salmon twine cotton, dipped in tar made from oak bark and tar. 

My Keddle Net produced remarkable results. On an average tide, the catch would 
tend to be about ten Bass, five Grey Mullet, eight Dover Sole, twenty Mackerel, ten 
large Plaice and a miscellany that included Bream, Cod, Dab, Halibut, Skate, 
Monkfish, Turbot and Huss. We just kept the larger ones and threw the rest back into 
the sea. The former were larger than the average fish you buy today at a 
supermarket. Occasionally there were only a few fish to be picked out, though this 
did not happen that often. There was an occasional salmon or sea trout, but the law 
is that they have to be thrown back into the sea dead or alive. Exceptionally, some 
licensees kept those 
fish, which are tastier 
and more valuable 
when they come out of 
the sea. My favourite 
fish is Ray Bay Sea 
Trout. It is delicious! 
Another tasty fish was 
the extra large Plaice 
that we tended to 
catch in the Net. When 
Plaice are that size, 
they are in my opinion 
luscious.  
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The Keddle Nets of Rye Bay

The Bailiffs from Rye and the River Test used to make surprise visits to check the 
law was being observed. I recall one evening a Keddle Netter that I knew who had 
a Net further down Rye Bay, appeared at Stonewalls with two large sacks. He asked 
me whether he could hide the sacks in my garden. I looked inside the sacks to find 
they were full of huge sea trout and salmon. He did not say from whence they had 
come. He said that if I were to oblige him over this, I could keep whatever of the 
fish that I wanted. On that weekend a friend was staying with us: notwithstanding 
that he was a Lawyer and a Member of Parliament, he was keen that I should 
accept! At this point my otherwise good memory of events fails me and I only have 
a hazy recollection as to what my response was. 

It was necessary to go out to the Net at low tide twice in 24 hours. The 4am low 
tide shift was a chore that had to be observed. I sometimes managed to duck this 
by offering all the fish to those that were willing to do the job. If one failed to do 
this, the foxes would take the best fish, added to which the result would be dead 
fish floating ashore. When picking out fish one had to be careful not to touch the 
Weaver Fish. It is a small fish with a sharp dorsal fin. If one touched that, one 
would be stung. Its effect is similar to a snake bite. Appropriate medical treatment 
is required immediately. These fish live just beneath the sand at low water. There 
are not a lot of them but it is advisable to wear beach shoes when swimming at low 
tide. Shrimp fishermen use mugs to remove shrimps from the Net, to avoid 
touching any Weaver fish lurking amongst the seaweed. Another hazard is the 
Conger Eel. They can be about eight feet in length with a thickness of a foot or so 
(sorry, I’m not into metric measurement). They are aggressive and, when first on 
the sand, will madly jump and wriggle. Keep away from them! Given the chance 
they will bite off a finger or toe, or create a nasty wound. Obviously, on the night 
shift a torch is essential! 

There was a lot of work involved in the whole operation. Friends would come and 
help us in return for fish. There were two men, Babbo and Squizzer, getting on in 
years, with whom I used to have a drink at the Beach Club, now the Smuggler. It 
had a nice bar upstairs, looking out to sea. They had previously assisted on other 
Keddle Nets, and helped Seaton to build Stonewalls, so were very helpful in setting 
up the Net. My gardener, Ken Cooke, also lent a hand. I remember one tide when 
we found all of fifty Bass in the Net. On another occasion, the Net was full of 
rather ugly fish with yellow flesh, the name of which I forget. There were literally 
hundreds of them: I had to call in reinforcements to help extract  them from the 
Net. I subsequently learned that the Pakistanis regard the fish as a delicacy and, 
had we brought them ashore, we could have sold them for a fortune! 
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The Keddle Nets of Rye Bay 

Once when I was walking out to the Net, I met Babbo coming away from it. I 
said “Aren’t you going to come out to the Net?”. He replied “I’ve had a look 
already” and continued on his way ashore. I noticed a fish tail poking out of his 
bag. I said “What’s that you have in your bag?”. Babbo reluctantly opened up his 
bag to reveal the biggest Turbot I’ve ever seen! 

Reg Cooke, father of Rosemary Moon, was the doyen of Pett Level. He was a 
farmer, coastguard and naturalist par excellence. As a young lad, I used to listen 
in awe to conversations in the Beach Club between Reg and my father, also a 
well-informed naturalist. Reg was discovered by the BBC and frequently gave 
talks. He had a Keddle Net stand opposite the Beach Club and behind the 
Martello Tower, now washed away. This was the ideal venue for a Keddle Net: 
there was a wooden slipway which made it easy to wheel a cart carrying the Net 
and fish ashore - very different from the Stand opposite Stonewalls  where there 
was a steep shingle beach!  

Reg kept his cart, Net and equipment in the small building that is now the 
church. He told me that his family had operated a Keddle Net there for 
generations, possibly going back to the reign of Elizabeth the First. As a boy, I 
occasionally helped Reg with the Net. Once, we found a young Thresher Shark in 
the Net. The lower part of its tail was shaped like a scythe - a formidable 
weapon. My father told me that in 1921 a shoal of Mackerel swam into Reg’s 
Net: when the tide went out, he observed that the fish were piled high in the 
Pound. Reg arranged a lorry to take them to Hastings Fish Market, where he sold 
them for a large sum of money. 

Keddle Net fishing continued in Rye Bay during WW2, despite the danger of 
loose mines and German air gunners taking a pot shot at the Keddle Netters. 
One fisherman found the main part of a Messerschmitt in his Net: needless to 
say, the Net was seriously damaged. A Canadian battalion was stationed at Pett 
Level in 1940. The Colonel, an enterprising man, took a great interest in Keddle 
Net fishing. He used to go duck shooting in a boat with my father and Reg Cooke 
on the marsh, flooded by breaching the sea wall as and anti-invasion defence. 
The Colonel acquired four Keddle Nets; these were set up using one hundred 
army personnel and advice from locals. In one particular week, sixty tons of fish 
were landed. That was one way of feeding the troops! A number of men married 
local girls, including Reg Cook’s cousin Doreen. One of the Canadians, Frank 
Thomas, settled at Pett Level after the war and became the Barman at the 
Beach Club, then located in its wartime venue just east of Chick Hill above the 
stream. 
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Today, as we all know, there is a dearth of fish inshore at Rye Bay.  This has a lot 
to do with the unholy combination of the European Community and Rother District 
Council. I will explain. In 1986, regrettably, the Rother District Council procured 
an agreement with the Crown Estate Commissioners which enabled them to grant 
licences for Keddle Net Stands. They informed me that I could not use my Net 
until they had a procedure in place for granting licences. I rang the council 
regularly to check what the procedure was and each time I was told “We haven’t 
looked at it yet”. This continued literally for a period of years. Eventually, my 
patience ran out. I rang the official involved and said “I’m fed up with waiting for 
your council to make up its mind. If I don’t get a proper answer I shall just put out 
my Net and carry on fishing”, to which the reply was “The European Community 
has issued a regulation changing the measurement of Net meshes, so your Net is 
redundant!” 

A new Net would have been expensive: my guess, if you could find anywhere the 
Nets could be made up, is that the cost would be in excess of £10,000. Added to 
this, the over-fishing of the English Channel, thanks to the EC, has brought about a 
paucity of fish, So I regretfully decided that my Keddle Netting days were over.  
No doubt there were others of a like mind.  

It is of interest that the EC directed that the minimum mesh size for a Keddle Net 
was four inches square, as opposed to the standard mesh of most at one and a 
quarter inch square. If you look at the size of a four inch square, a sizeable fish 
would be able to wriggle though that. I fear the continentals do not understand 
the British psyche which prompts us to automatically throw back undersized fish. 
This situation should be compared with the fact that the EC permits factory ships 
to rake up the sea bed and to hoover up excessive quantities of fish. These ships 
remain at sea. Their haul is ferried ashore by their tenders. Maybe the intention of 
the EU, in changing the mesh size, was also to make sure that the onshore 
fishermen did not deprive their factory ships of too many fish! 

How many Keddle Nets are in operation in Rye Bay today? None! That is the sad 
appalling truth. The last keddle Net in Rye Bay was owned by Ernest Sutton: his 
sons were Jimper and Hugh, both known to many. Jimper, alas now dead, was a 
Keddle Netter and expert bee keeper. Hugh runs the fish and game shop at 
Winchelsea Beach, all of them great characters. Ernest made his own Keddle Net. 
On one occasion he found 37 Sea Trout in the Net, all of which he threw back. The 
photograph was taken of Jimper’s Net at Winchelsea Beach. The man with the 
trilby shaped hat is Jimper. The catch was not always as big as that shown.  

I would venture to suggest that both the EC and Rother Council have little to be 
proud about regarding the administration of Keddle Nets in Rye Bay. No wonder 
this wonderful ancient British custom is now extinct.  

Peter Woodroffe 

The Keddle Nets of Rye Bay 

33



Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
It’s now November and times continue to change! Since our last update we’ve continued 
to be busy, with rejigs of social distancing so that we remain compliant as we carry out 
our charity’s work. With a real gap between our charity’s income and our running costs 
due to the shutdown of our community fundraising, we’ve started to receive some 
amazing help from friends and local businesses: 

● Sean O’Sullivan, of SOS Entertainment, jumped on his bike for a solo 54 mile 
charity bike ride on behalf of PLIRB - cycling against a headwind for much of his 
route. His pedal power has raised an amazing £600 to help towards our costs. 

● Our first virtual fundraiser, our Pawfect Pet photo competition was a great success, 
raising just under £400 which will also go directly to our running costs. Friend of 
the local area and the PLIRB, Jo Brand joined in the fun as our virtual judge. 
Category prizes of printed rosettes, certificates and greetings cards were 
facilitated by Static Trader, whilst Max Spielman of Hastings donated a canvas 
photo print for the overall winner: the amazing Quercus. Thanks so much to 
everyone in the local community who took part in this, the response and support 
was magnificent and a lot of fun, despite all taking place online. 

Finally, in the last few weeks we’ve also squeezed in some important activities which 
were also put on hold this year. As a result, we are happy to announce that: 

● Local MP Sally Ann Hart has visited the boathouse to meet our volunteers and to 
discuss issues affecting our work, such as accessing government funding set up to 
help charities at this time. Our blog has a write-up of this visit. 

● Our four volunteer crew trainees Jo Stapley, Martin Geldart, John Crowther and 
Rob Elrick have passed their assessments and are now full rescue boat crew.  

● Our much-postponed AGM has now taken place. Chair, Fiona Johnson, has  passed 
the position of PLIRB Committee Chair to volunteer Kev Nuttall. We’d like to thank 
Fiona for her hard work on our charity’s behalf over a very difficult time. We’d also 
like to welcome Kev to his new position - but don’t worry, he’s not giving up his 
seat on the launch vehicle, instead he’s now a man of many roles! 

Speaking of which, we currently have volunteer roles available, so if you are looking for a 
new activity or worthwhile cause to be involved with, please contact us. We have boat, 
base and beach roles, and we also welcome admin and fundraiser volunteers. If you’d 
like to talk to us about opportunities, please visit our website at https://plirb.com or our 
social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue, Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat and Instagram 
@pettlevelindyrescueboat. 

Until next time, all our volunteers wish our friends across Pett Parish well and please 
take care, stay beach aware, and keep healthy too!
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In the Kitchen with Sue Fleigh

Treacle Tart 
A slightly more sophisticated version of the classic Treacle Tart.  
It’s a firm favourite for somebody in my household who has a sweet tooth and, 
annoyingly, a slim waistline. 

You’ll need a 22cm (9in) loose bottomed tart tin 
Pre-heat oven to 180c (350f) Gas 4 

Serves 6-8   

1 x pack of ready-made Shortcrust Pastry 
200ml (7fl oz) Golden Syrup 
200ml (7fl oz) Double Cream 
2 eggs 
Finely grated zest of 1 orange 
100g (3 1/2oz) Brioche crumbs 

Roll out the pastry on a floured surface to 3mm (1/8in) thickness.  Line 
The tin with the rolled-out dough, leaving an overlapping edge of  
2cm (3/4in) for shrinkage. Prick the base all over with a fork. Line the  
dough with parchment paper and weigh down with baking beans   
Chill in fridge for 30mins. 

Measure the golden syrup into a large measuring jug.  Measure cream on  
Top of it (density of syrup will keep the two separate). Add eggs and 
Orange Zest and whizz together with hand-held beater (or whisk)  
until well combined. Gently fold in brioche crumbs. 

Bake the tart for 30 mins or until just set but before the filling starts to 
bubble up. Leave to cool in tin for at least 15 mins before turning out. You  
can trim the edges of the pastry if you haven’t already done so. 
Serve with cream, ice-cream or custard. 

Su Fleigh
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It was great to see familiar faces (albeit mask-covered) at the 
Coffee Morning last month. A huge thank you to Tim, Anne and Fran 
for providing us with delicious coffee and cakes once more. We, the 
knitters, and the library and jig-saw library met up outside as it was 

lovely sunny weather, and I received hundreds of knitted squares. 
Special mention must be made to Marion Johnson and her sister 

who live in Bagshot, Surrey. They receive Pett Village News as they 
normally have annual holidays in Pett. I have been posted THREE 

huge parcels from these two who have been knitting throughout the 
pandemic. Thank you to them and every other knitter. 

As you can see from the photo below (in colour on the Pett and Pett 
Level Community Facebook page) Gillian Quick beautifully modelled 

‘one she had made earlier’ to demonstrate what we are trying to 
achieve. The skill which has gone into making this beautiful 

garment is astonishing but we now need more crochet-ers to make 
up the 112 pieces which go towards making each coat. 

Knit for Peace distributes regularly to over 200 outlets, including 
hospitals, women’s refuges, refugee drop-in centres, prisons, 
community groups, and hospices as well as to developing countries 
and refugee camps, or those living in the rubble in Syria. The 
pandemic will have impacted on all global organisations, so your 
work will be even more welcomed and appreciated.

Pett on the Knit
KNITTING FOR PEACE –

AT LAST – WE MEET UP ONCE AGAIN!

PATTERN FOR SQUARES 

Use size 4 needles (old size 8) and 
Double Knitting wool 
Cast on 2 stitches. Knit one row. 
Next row: K1, Inc 1 (by knitting into 
front and back of stitch) – knit to 
end. 
Repeat this row until work measures 
12cm along straight edge (about 35 
stitches approx) 
Next row: K1, K2tog, K to end. 
Repeat this row until 2 stitches left. 
K 1 row. K 2tog. Cast off.

If you are interested in knitting please let 
Heather know – wool is available.

If you would like to help crochet the squares together, 
using Zig-Zag crochet stitch (we have a Youtube 

video to show you how), I can deliver the squares to 
you and once again, wool is available to use.

We will meet up again at the monthly Coffee Mornings 
as long as they are being held, so do come along with 

your squares.

Heather – heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk

07977 100 296 or 01424 251849
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Church News

From Meriel - After many months we have started to hold services in the church. 
Obviously social distancing applies and mask will have to be worn. The following 
list of services is the current plan, but we have to be flexible and accept that 
there may be changes, especially as we will be in interregnum and the national 
rules are likely to change. We can only do the best we can. 

Services 
November 1st   10.30am, Pett All Saints Day - a service of Holy    
    Communion which includes the lighting of candles in   
    remembrance of those we love. 
November 8th   10.30am, Pett Remembrance Day 
November 15th   10.30am, St Andrews Fairlight, Holy Communion 
November 22nd  10.30am, Pett, Christ the King, Holy Communion 
November 29th   10.30am,  Pett, Advent Sunday 
    Holy Communion, shared with Fairlight 

Very sadly, we say farewell to our vicar 
Richard Barron, who is retiring after 8 
years as rector of this parish. We give 
thanks to Richard and his wife Kath for 
their dedicated years of service, not 
only to the communities in Pett & 
Fairlight but throughout the past 42 
years of Richard’s ordained ministry. 
I’m sure you all join me in wishing 
them a long, happy and blessed 
retirement. 

We now enter a period called an 
‘Interregnum', a rather archaic term 
meaning 'between reigns’, but more 
commonly known today as a ‘vacancy’ - 
the time between the old vicar leaving 
and a new one being appointed. During 
this time the churchwardens, together 
with the Parochial Church Council are 
responsible for the church services and 
for keeping an active and supportive 
parish life going, and we will do this by 
working in partnership with our 
colleagues at St Andrews in Fairlight 
and with the help and assistance of our 
Rural Dean and our Archdeacon, 
Edward Dowler. 

We are also very fortunate in having 
the Rev’d Kay Burnett and our Reader 

Meriel Deasy to support us, but we in 
turn, must also support them and make 
sure that their workload does not 
become too onerous. 

One of the things that is pressing at the 
moment is the church’s gas boiler. After 
50 years of dedicated service it has 
decided that enough is enough, so we 
will now have to reach into our 
somewhat diminishing funds to pay for 
a new boiler, or perhaps, electric 
radiators. In the meantime, visitors to 
church services are advised to wear 
their thermal underwear and cosy 
wool ly jumpers, and under no 
circumstances are long sermons 
allowed. It all adds to the fun!  

As Meriel points out below, we have 
now started to hold services inside the 
St Mary & St Peter church. Throughout 
the summer we were able to hold 
outdoor services, which proved very 
successful and this is something we will 
repeat next year, irrespective of 
Coronavirus. 

John Case, Churchwarden 
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Rector’s Ruminations by Richard Barron

Extinction or not? 
Recently David Attenborough, in his first instagram post said, "I am…. exploring this 
new way of communication… because, as we all know, the world is in trouble. 
Continents are on fire. Glaciers are melting. Coral reefs are dying. Fish are 
disappearing from our oceans. The list goes on and on. Saving our planet is now a 
communications challenge.”  
His first social media statement follows on from his latest films, ‘Extinction – the 
facts’ and ‘A life on our planet’ in which he repeatedly says we haven’t got long to 
save the world.  
So what do you think? Are you an optimist who believes that mankind will find a 
solution to the myriad of issues that pose a threat to our existence? Or are you a 
pessimist who feels that we have already passed the point of redemption and it’s just 
a matter of time before this world ends? 

For those raised in the Christian faith, you may know the bible says this world is 
temporary. Jesus reminded us more than once not to invest everything in this world 
but to store up our treasure in heaven, where moth and rust will not destroy and 
where thieves will not steal. He predicted the end of the world, but when it comes 
He also promises to rescue all who trust Him. He didn’t tell us when it would happen, 
He just told us to be ready.  
What do we have to do to be ready? Well crucially, to believe that Jesus knows what 
He’s talking about and will do what He says. So do you trust Him?  

David Attenborough believes that we are moving much more quickly towards 
extinction day. But even if it doesn’t happen in our lifetime, the fact is, death is still 
a 100% certainty for every one of us. So here’s my advice - make peace with God 
while you can. Ask Him to forgive everything in your life that is not pleasing to Him. 
Receive from God a clean heart, a pure mind, honest hands and peace in your heart. 
Surely that’s worth much more than all the riches in the world?  

If you would like peace with God, here’s a prayer you might find helpful. It comes 
from Psalm 139. ‘Search me O God and know my heart. Examine me and know my 
thoughts, see if there be any evil way within me and lead me in Your way 
everlasting.’  Amen 

A Footnote.   
This is the last of my ruminations. After 8 lovely years here in Fairlight and Pett it is 
time to say goodbye. I am hanging up my collar and retiring to Worthing, with Kath 
my wife. I hope these ruminations over the years have stimulated some thought, 
encouraged faith and strengthened your confidence in God. He is real. You can trust 
Him and He cares about you.  
So may God bless you, keep you safe this winter and may you inherit the Life God has 
prepared for all eternity.  Amen 

Richard 
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St Nicholas, Pett Level 
St Nicholas is bucking the trend and is open every day.   

The bookshelves are now in the main church and sorted, more or less, 
alphabetically, so you can find your favourite writer. There is still one bookshelf 
outside in the porch with a selection of books in case the church is closed for 
those larks and owls. 

The books that were on the back pew in Pett church are now gone, with just a few 
on the bench in the porch, so don’t forget to call into St Nicholas for a great 
selection of paperbacks.  

Someone (thank you, whoever you are) also kindly left cards in Pett church, but as 
it isn’t open every day they have made their way to St Nicholas.  I’ve also been 
given some more cards from Annie Soudain! 
We are also selling ‘I Love Pett Level’ fridge 
magnets - a great fun gift for Christmas! 

We only ask that you sanitise your hands 
when you enter and leave, more for your 
own protection if you are looking through 
the cards and books. 

I know the outside of the porch is beginning to look a little shabby, but hopefully 
by the spring it will be sanded and have a lick of paint.  All donations welcome to 
help buy the paint! 

Fran
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A Harvest Journey 

By Charis -Year 6 

Look at the gifts, 
That God has bestowed, 
On the land once so barren and dry. 
A sea of gold, 
As far as the eye can see, 
Plants a feeling of hope, 
Inside of me, 
And when I think about the journey of a seed, 
I realise how similar it is, 
To the paths of you and me. 
A resilient battle against any obstacles in the way, 
To reach the light, 
That seems so far away. 

Harvest  
By Rex -Year 5 
 
In my basket  
is the food for harvest. 
These are foods from the Land. 
Picked by kind hands. 
Apples, pumpkins and pears: 
All signs that God cares. 
I am very thankful 
For my mouthful! 
 Autumn Walk 

By Eva Year 4 
 

Today I went for a walk 
A lovely Autumn walk 

I saw all the colourful leaves falling from the trees 
I collected lots of conkers 
I collected lots of leaves 

I'm going to make a picture for all of you to see 
When the walk was over and it was time for us to leave 
I have to say I was quite pleased as I had got wet and 

cold in the Autumn breeze 
 

Harvest is Here!  
By Freya- Year 2 
 
Autumn’s here. It’s Harvest time. 
And there’s so much to do 
Like reap the corn. And pick the fruit 
And the cows go moo! 
 
Autumn’s here. It’s Harvest time. 
And there’s so much to see 
Like farm hands working, children playing 
And gifts for charity. 
 
Autumn’s here. It’s Harvest time. 
And there’s so much to hear. 
Like cows mooing, ducks quacking; 
It’s a happy time of year. 
 
Autumn’s here. It’s Harvest time. 
And there’s so much to say. 
Like thank you Lord for all the food 
That we have here today. 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Harvest Poem  
By Elena B- Year 3 

Harvest mouse feasting on the corn 

Apples falling from the tree. 

Ripened fruit ready for picking. 

Vegetables sent to shops for us to eat. 

Early morning mist over the land. 

Scarecrows in the fields. 

Thank you Lord for nature’s work. 
 

Guestling Bradshaw C.E Primary School  

We hope you enjoy a small selection of our wonderful Harvest poems and prayers. 
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Recreation entrance gate before Recreation entrance gate after

Pett Community has many extremely talented people within it and they often 
are very gracious and use their skills to the benefit of others. Pett Parish 
Council is tasked with maintaining the recreation ground. The various sports 
clubs also assist but there is one person who quietly goes about repairing items 
on the ground. Without the assistance of Peter Felton repairing a long list of 
items over the last few years, these small repairs would not have happened. 

Many thanks to Peter from the Parish Council and no doubt everyone else!

Carpenter Extraordinare!
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We were extremely lucky that the first 
Wednesday in October was fine and dry, 
especially as it was sandwiched between 
two very wet days. Consequently, we were 
able to set up the library outside again, so 
making it easier to comply with health 
restrictions. And it was great to welcome 
back the Coffee Morning, waitress service 
included!! 

The Jigsaw Library has quickly become 
very popular and there is more information 
elsewhere about jigsaws available and how 
you can access them. 

Crochet Corner where you can learn to 
knit or crochet has not quite made it back 
yet, but we are always delighted to see 
what you are making. 

Heather Godwin brought along wool and 
squares for her "Knit For Peace" project 
and Gillian Quick modelled the amazing 
dressing-gown she has made, which is what 
the squares are intended for (picture 
available on Pett Village website) 

As we are asked so often, it is worth 
mentioning once again that we do not sell 
books and cannot take your old books. This 
is a borrowing library, essentially set up to 
replace the mobile library, run by 
volunteers - us. The books are a County 
Library resource - a collection of about 
7,000 books set aside for local Community 
Libraries and from which we regularly 
make a new selection. It doesn't cost 
anything to borrow a book; we simply need 
your name and contact details and for you 
to sign a Data Protection form. 

 It was also good to welcome some new 
faces, which is marvellous encouragement 
for us to keep going. So do keep coming 
along and supporting the Village Coffee 
Morning, meeting up with friends old and 
new and supporting the Village Hall. Next 
Coffee Morning and Community Library: 
Wednesday 4th November, 10 - 12. Hope to 
see you there!! 

Anna and Vivien

Community Library Notes

Pett Puzzles (Jigsaw Library) 
Wow! The October coffee morning proved to be an enormous success for the library. I 
have had a huge number of additional puzzles donated, which now brings the contents of 
the library to a staggering 115 puzzles. In fact it’s probably more, as one of the boxes is a 
collection of 5 x 1000 piece puzzles. It looks like I will need to update the catalogue 
already! We also have a couple of 2000 piece jigsaws for you serious puzzle enthusiasts.  

Many, many thanks to all who have donated puzzles and huge thanks to Sara Dann for 
manning the shop at the coffee morning while I was away at a Roman Mosaic workshop, 
indulging in my other passion of crafting.  
An up to date catalogue can be found on Pett on the Net  
https://www.pettnet.org.uk/pett-puzzles 

You can call or text me to have puzzles delivered if you can’t make it to the coffee 
morning, or if there is a specific puzzle you would like, or if you want a paper copy of the 
catalogue. 

Jane Sweaney : 07788 410342
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The Club is continuing to open the 
following hours for members: 

Fridays:   3.00-8.00 pm 
Saturdays: Midday – 8pm 
Sundays: Midday – 8pm 

We will endeavour to maintain these 
times as a minimum whilst current 
restrictions apply. We will look to open 
at additional times, too, where 
possible. With this in mind, we are re-
instituting the Monday Quiz nights: 
these now start at 7:30pm, to allow us 
to close by 10pm.   
After some successful “pop-up” 
catering events held outside over the 
summer, we have now managed to re-
open the kitchen.  So far we have been 
able to offer roast dinners, and have 

only just been able to keep up with 
demand. It is our intention to offer 
food every Sunday where possible, and 
also at special events through the 
winter. The food options will change 
and there may be occasions when no 
food is available; so please keep an eye 
on the club website and Facebook for 
details and late changes. 
The Committee continues to review our 
COVID-secure arrangements, and 
members have commented that they do 
feel safe when in the Club. 
Best Wishes 
The Committee 
info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk  
www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk

The New Beach Club

Pett 
Village 
Allotments 
Ten Years 
On 
S e p t e m b e r 
marks 10 years 
of the allotments 
at  Pett. I have 

had a plot there 
for 6 years and in that time numbers of 
plotters have ebbed and flowed but 
now all the plots are taken and the 
allotment is busy and productive. The 
pandemic ha s h i gh l i gh ted how 
important being outdoors is and we 
have been very lucky that it has 
r e m a i n e d o p e n t h r o u g h o u t 
the  lockdown; it has given people the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o b e 
outside,  socialise  safely and of course 
enjoy great veg! I hope that the current 
levels of occupancy continue and that 
by next summer we will be able to hold 
the famous allotment BBQ (rumoured to 
be the highlight in the  Pett  Village 
social calendar!). Good luck to all new 
plotters and thanks to all the ‘old 
timers’ who have continued to offer 
their support and help out with 
maintenance, repairs and chasing away 
the rabbits. I look forward to many 
more productive years and if you would 
like to join us, please ring our Secretary 
on 07714 340674  or send an email to 
libby.rothwell891@gmail.com 

Martin Richardson 
Cha i r, Pe t t V i l l a ge A l l o tment s 
Association 
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A Wind Farm for Rye Bay? by Richard Bradshaw

Sally-Ann Hart (Hastings and Rye) (Con):  
What steps is the Department taking to support the marine energy sector?  

Kwasi Kwarteng, Minister: My Hon. Friend will know that the Government have a 
long history of supporting the development of marine technologies. Since 2010, we 
have provided £80 million in research and development funding, and last month we 
published a call for evidence on the potential of marine energy, and we are looking 
forward to those responses. 

Sally-Ann Hart: Will my Hon. Friend please update the House on progress that has 
been made on the development of wind and wave technology around the coastline, 
as I know that the Crown Estate is looking at the development of wind farms off 
the south-east coast, near my constituency of Hastings and Rye? 

Kwasi Kwarteng, Minister: My Hon. Friend is quite right. In addition to the 
proposed extension to the Rampion offshore wind farm off Brighton, I understand 
that there is significant market interest in the Crown Estate’s current seabed 
leasing round, and that, we expect, will include areas off the coast of the south-
east of England, near my Hon. friend’s constituency. 
Source: Hansard. Volume 681. Dated 29.9.2020. reference 906769 

A German company, RWE AG, is a leading player in the field of renewable energy. 
RWE Renewables, a subsidiary and its project partners have signed with The Crown 
Estate Agreements for Lease for developing four projects in the United Kingdom to 
extend the existing offshore wind farms. This includes the Rampion, off the coast 
of Sussex in the English Channel. Furthermore, it was decided to seek to develop 
the remaining seabed option at the original Zone 6 of the existing Rampion project 
and combine this with the extension project at this wind farm. 

All projects are in very early stages. The necessary development and consenting 
activities will now progress in accordance with current UK Government guidelines, 
which will include comprehensive stakeholder consultation and determining each 
project’s exact installed capacity. The consenting processes are expected to take 
three to five years with participation in auctions for a Contract for Difference 
(CfD) and construction following thereafter. The wind farms could become fully 
operational towards the end of the decade. 
Source RWE AG website 

What do the readers of the this magazine think about wind power? 
A good thing? A blot on the landscape?  
The future way to produce electricity? 

The Prime Minister mentioned wind power in his speech at the latest Party 
conference. Our MP, Sally-Ann Hart tabled a Parliamentary question on 29th 
September 2020. 
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With this edition of the magazine you will find a leaflet with an update on the work of 
Rye Mutual Aid, which was set up, back in March by Caroline Drummond and Jen Sinclair, 
in response to the emerging issues resulting from Covid-19. Initially, the focus was on 
establishing a network of volunteer support in Rye, but within a very short space of time 
it became evident that there was also a need to increase the support across the adjacent 
villages. By the end of the first week over 500 people had signed up to become 
volunteers, across 20 ‘Zones’, or geographical areas. Rye Mutual Aid became the 
‘Headquarters’ as it were, and quickly established key protocols and safe ways of 
working, organising training, sourcing PPE, and liaising with other key statutory and 
voluntary  groups in the area. 

In Pett & Pett Level, over 40 people signed up as Volunteers to undertake shopping, the 
collection of prescription drugs, visits to the post office, banks, etc, or simply to make 
regular contact with an isolating member of the community. It is a mark of the great 
community spirit that exists in Pett & Pett Level, that many folk were also helped by 
neighbours, family and friends, and this was a similar picture across other towns and 
villages in the area. During the last few weeks, we have seen a drop in the number of 
requests for our help, and this is happening across the county, as lockdown restrictions 
are eased.  However, Covid-19 is still very much with us -  there is, as yet, no vaccine, 
and we certainly don’t know how things will evolve over the coming months, particularly 
as we head into autumn and winter. For that reason, the Pett Mutual Aid volunteer 
structure will continue to exist and we will provide help and assistance as and when 
required. 

Over the past 6 months the volunteers have responded to over 200 requests for help, 
which includes: - 
• Collection of Prescription drugs from GP surgeries and Pharmacies 
• Shopping for food and essential goods 
• Visits to Post Offices, Banks 
• DIY assistance 
• Regular Phone Chats 
• Home garden visits (socially distanced) 
• A regular friendly contact whenever needed 
• Provide PPE - gloves and face-masks, sanitising gel 
• Signposting people to the appropriate help, advice and guidance 

The volunteers have built up important, much valued links with residents. Frequent 
comments made to myself and the volunteers are how valued they are, what excellent 
work they do and how they have been a lifeline during these very difficult times. Pett 
Mutual Aid is also very grateful to the  Pett WI, who responded brilliantly to our requests 
to make face-masks. We really are very fortunate to live in a community that cares about 
their neighbours, where help and assistance is so readily offered. 

If you need our help, you must first contact the official Co-ordinators (Dispatchers) for 
the area who will then match your request with a registered volunteer. 

For Pett & Pett Level, your Dispatchers are:  
Frances Hadfield - 07714 281 085 
John Case - 07525 032 198 

Pett Mutual Aid Update by John Case
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Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy
Ivy - an attractive plant or a nuisance?  
Whatever your point of view, it is a 
dichotomy that has been with us since 
medieval times.  Its habit of twining round 
grape vines to the detriment of the harvest 
has given it an association with alcohol.  
Medieval ale-houses grew ivy round a pole 
as a symbol for their trade.  A 1375 Act of 
Parliament limited the height of such ‘ale-
staffs’ to 7 feet.  It has had many 
medicinal uses from curing verrucas to 
reviving livestock poisoned by ragwort or 
yew.  Though it will creep happily along 
the ground, it is its habit of climbing up 
trees and buildings that many people see 
as a nuisance.  When climbing it is self-
supporting and takes no nutrients from its 
support, though if it finds a soil-filled 
crack the suckers that cling to the support 
will quickly turn into roots which will 
widen the crack. When climbing up trees it 
may constrict the growth of the tree and 
when it reaches the top it bushes out, 
shading the tree and providing a sail that 
may fell the tree in a gale. 

Ivy has two growing phases - the climbing 
phase may last up to 15 years or more and 
when it has reached sufficient height or 
age, it starts to produce flowering stems.  
The flowering stems have oval, rather than 
lobed leaves and produce their flowers 
very late in the season.  The Victorians 
were very fond of ivy - the young Queen 
Victoria wore a wreath of Osborne ivy 
studded with diamonds - and it was the 
Victorians that discovered that if cuttings 
are taken from the flowering stems then 
they ‘remembered’ what phase they were 
in and flowered the next year.  (I think it 
has something to do with gene expression 
in the DNA.) They also form a free-

standing self-supporting bush.  Because ivy 
flowers late in the season it is a very good 
source of nectar and pollen for late flying 
insects, including social wasps, honey-
bees, butterflies, and hoverflies; not 
forgetting the solitary bee named after its 
favourite forage plant, the ivy bee 
(Colletes hederae - the plant being Hedera 
helix).  If you walk through Pett Level, you 
will see some particularly fine stands of ivy 
which is in full flower at this time of year 
and on a sunny day will be thronged with 
the above-mentioned insects as well as the 
insects and birds that prey on them.  When 
the pollinators have done their work then 
the ivy produces its black berries that 
provide forage for blackbirds and thrushes, 
amongst others, to keep them going 
through the winter.   

Ivy, with its associated but not related 
evergreen plant holly, has often been used 
for indoor and outdoor decoration 
especially during the impending festival 
that is almost upon us - I will not mention 
the C-word just yet.  The carol that 
reinforces the association between holly 
and ivy seems mostly to be about the holly 
and suggests that the association may be 
between male and female.  The holly with 
its bright berries and prickly leaves has 
been seen as masculine and the softer and 
weaker ivy as feminine.  Of course, the 
fact that gives the lie to that view is that 
it is the female holly that bears the 
berries. 

Ivy is the only species of its family (the 
Araliaceae) in the UK, a family that 
represents lianas known from tropical 
jungles and Tarzan films. 
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Dear Resident,  
If you receive this magazine, then you are eligible to join 
this free scheme. If you are interested, please complete 
the form below. 

Neighbourhood Watch is about creating safe, pleasant 
communities rather than a fear of crime.  Everyone has a 
right to feel safe where they live. Our scheme will work 
closely with Sussex Police, and existing groups such as 
Rother Neighbourhood Watch, Sussex Crimewatch and 
Sussex Countrywatch. 

This month, I have met with Edward (Ted) Kemp from Rother Neighbourhood 
Watch and PCSO Emma Phillips, from Battle Police Station, to discuss the 
setting up of our new village scheme and the rural crimes we face.  Also, 
look out for an upcoming article about the new Sussex Police rural crime 
team, based in Heathfield, in the next issue of the Hastings Independent - 
our new village scheme gets a mention! 

Sadly, as some of you may already be aware, Ted will be standing down from 
his Police Volunteer and Chairman roles in November.  I know that you will 
join me in thanking Ted for helping set up Pett NHW.  Our village scheme 
and wider Rother scheme are always looking for volunteers so do get in 
touch if you are interested in helping out. 

Best regards, Caroline Turner, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 

Please cut / copy your info and drop in or send to Caroline Turner, 
Neighbourhood Watch, Little Buds, Pett Road, TN35 4JG or email 
littlebudspett@gmail.com 

YES - I do want to be part of the scheme 

NAME:            

Address:           
            
            

Tel:            

Email:            

Your details will never be passed on outside of the Pett Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme.  Your coordinator(s) will hand over your membership to Rother 
Neighbourhood Watch if they step down.  The only time your details will be 
passed to the Rother Policing Team is if there is a problem at your property 
whilst you are away and the coordinator is contacted by the police (i.e., 
if they see your Neighbourhood Watch window sticker and are trying to get 
in touch with you)
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VILLAGE CONTACTS & OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS

Allotments Libby Rothwell 07714 340674 libby.rothwell891@gmail.com
Archive Resource 
Centre David Breakell 812964 info@thearc.uk

Badminton Anne & Paul Wadey 316209 pawadey@tiscali.co.uk
Bowls Club Eddie Quinlan 431463       
British Legion Brian Green 812450       toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk
Cricket Club Andrew Dunlop 813368
Dance Fitness Laura Mitchell 07527 105352       lauramitchell6@sky.com
Flower Show Philippa Strickland 814384       pstrickl@icloud.com
Flowerpots Abbe Whittle 07980 008347                  @ pettflowerpotsplaygroup
Gardening Club Bob Harris 815151 bob.june@btopenworld.com
Neighbourhood 
Watch Caroline Turner 813368 littlebudspett@gmail.com

Pett Churches
- Church Wardens

- Friends 
- St Nicholas

Angela Hawksley
John Case
Gill Plank
Fran Rogers

812705
812224
812154
812964

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com
johncase@me.com
gillplank@yahoo.co.uk

Pett Level 
Preservation Trust Theresa Noutch 814370       theresanoutch@aol.com

Pilates Annie Cuthbert 01797 225186  tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com
POPP Sheila Thomas 01303 237778
Pole Dancing Jane Baldwin 07403 256148 jane@mrzen.co.uk
PVH Committee Tim Rothwell 07850 469314        tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk
Short Mat Bowls Eric Butler 814869       Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk
Stoolball Janet Fuller 01303 873227
Tennis Club Stuart Ware 815197            petttennisclub@gmail.com
The Club Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Village Voices Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
WI Jane Sweaney 07788 410342 pettwi@outlook.com
Yoga Class Robin Hutt 813182       robinhutt@btinternet.com
ROOMS FOR HIRE
Methodist Chapel Wendy Hatch 01424 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Sports Pavilion Stuart Ware 01424 815197 sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
Village Hall Tim Rothwell 07850 469314 tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk
New Beach Club 01424 812080 info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT TO BE IN INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION
Conquest & Eastbourne Hospitals 0300 131 4500
Harold Road Surgery 01424 720878
Hastings Old Town Surgery (Ice House) 01424 452800
Samaritans 116 123
Citizens Advice 03444 111 444
RSPCA Emergency Services 0300 1234 999
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	Holiday Traffic and Parking in Pett Level: Large numbers of weekend visitors redirected from Camber resulted in congestion and parking problems along the beach area from Pett Level to Winchelsea Beach. An inter-agencies meeting (Police, County Council, District Council, Highways and Parish Councils) has now highlighted the issue for next year. An immediate consequence of the meeting was the removal of signage directing drivers to Pett and Winchelsea on Rye Hill and at Flimwell. The police have put in for funding for a portable interactive sign which will be quicker to change than sending a person out to do so. An early 2021 meeting is scheduled to consider arrangements for 2021.
	Civil Parking Enforcement and Signage: Civil Parking Enforcement in Rother was due to come into effect on 29 September. Enforcement of all existing parking restrictions will be district wide. Existing restrictions will be reviewed after the first year. Thus, it may be some time before any new restrictions can be considered for villages.
	Pannel Lane Passing Places Road Closure Diversion: It was noted that it was unfortunate that this coincided with the road closure due to the works on Battery Hill. Highways were asked to reconsider the currently proposed diversion via Watermill Lane as Watermill Lane is narrower than Pannel Lane. It was suggested to use the A259 and Chapel Lane. (Highways subsequently declined to change the route.)
	Potholes in Lay-bys: Highways are not responsible for the lay-bys outside the Pett Level gateway. The parish clerk will ask for access to the Highways ownership map to find out who owns the land.
	Battery Hill Road Works: Information provided to parishes about these road works has been timely and helpful. The additional signage provided as a result of the diversion through Pett has been useful.
	Tree Felling in Kitchen Wood: A request was made to reconsider the use of Watermill Lane to transport out what could be very large trunks. The lane is narrow with several blind bends. It is easy to see that there would be difficulties. The lane has no weight restrictions on it.
	Notices about road works to adjoining parishes: A request was made to Highways that adjacent parishes should be notified of road works if it would affect them. The use of Watermill Lane for removing tress after tree clearance at Kitchen Wood in Guestling was not notified to Pett.
	White Lining on Friars Hill: The white lining has been completed. The additional ‘Pedestrians in the Road’ sign are very helpful. It was suggested that similar signs should be permanent.
	Parking on pavements and verges –bollards: Any bollards on verges require a highways licence and these are not automatically granted. Under Civil Parking Enforcement, parking on verges or footpaths can be banned by obtaining a Traffic Regulation Order. Any requests would have to wait until the Parking Enforcement annual review. It was noted that moving vehicles off verges on to the road can produce other road dangers or make the original issue worse, especially on narrow roads.
	Grass Creep on Pavements: Areas where grass creep was occurring to be notified to the Highways Steward.
	Cutting Back Hedges – Friar’s Hill and elsewhere –visibility of signs: The hedge towards the bottom of the hill where a pinch point is created has been cut back as a result of a Highways request but it still needs further reduction. The hedge on the corner of the lane to French Court Farm may also need cutting to improve visibility.
	Lay by opposite the Methodist Church: Highways had not been able to find evidence of the previous hatching and white lines on Google maps. Improving sight lines would be the new focus to reduce the risk at the blind corner.
	Road drainage between Pett Level to Winchelsea Beach: It was noted that flooding is a regular issue during winter and a driving hazard. A request was made for Highways to check the road regularly.
	Speeding through the village: Temporary signs, provided by Highways, have been installed. These encourage drivers to remember their speed; they appear to have had some effect. It was noted that signs lose their effectiveness after a few months.
	Water seepage at the bottom of Chick Hill: The Water Board is aware of the issue. The water may turn to ice in the winter making the road dangerous. Any works would require traffic lights in an already difficult location. The increased traffic due to the Battery Hill road works could mean that repairs would be delayed.
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