
Question: When did you last read about The ARC in your local 

media?  Answer: back in March, just a few short weeks, as it 

turned out, before the Covid-19 pandemic changed from being 

a major news story into a personal journey for all of us. A 

journey on which we are still travelling, with the destination 

remaining unclear. 

Given what has happened to the world in the interim, you’d be 

forgiven for not having noticed our absence from these pages. 

But now we’re back – and with some very positive news to 

share with you. So, how has The ARC project been faring through this extraordinary summer of 

2020? We may have been keeping a fairly low profile, but that doesn’t mean that progress 

wasn’t being made.  So here are the highlights: 

 Our application to Rother District Council for a Community Grant was successful.  

That means we have reached two-thirds of our overall funding target, and it gives us 

further confidence that we will raise the rest.  We are naturally very grateful to the 

team at Rother – and to Ward Councillors Andrew Mier and Roger Bird for their 

support. 

 Some grant bodies have delayed their decision-making processes or scaled back their 

levels of support due to the pandemic. The Heritage Lottery Fund, for example, 

remains closed for new applications “until 2021”.  But, with advice from East Sussex 

County Council, we have identified other potential sources of funding to fill the 

inevitable gaps.  

 Given the encouraging position, the committee has decided to proceed with 

conversion of our space in the upstairs gallery at Pett Village Hall and associated 

electrical works. (The sketch below is a reminder of the plans). This will be done over 

the Christmas/New Year period so as not to disturb other users.  

 We will purchase the archive equipment on our ‘shopping list’, on a prioritised basis 

as we receive additional funds. Some, more expensive, items such as an archival 

quality printer, may have to wait until the entire budget has been raised. But that 

will not prevent us from commencing the business of archiving the materials we 

hold. This will not be a fast process, but we would hope to be open for members in 

the first half of 2021.  

 The ARC committee have discussed how we can open our doors to visitors in a 

Covid-compliant manner, but initially it is likely that our service will be a virtual one, 

visits to the archive room being dependent on how things develop with the virus.  

 It was always our intention that our archive materials could be accessed online as 

well as in person. The pandemic has merely underlined the vital importance of 

offering an internet-based facility. It also means that members who might find the 

stairs to the gallery a challenge, can use the service. 

 Our website (thearc.uk) is live, but it is not yet interactive so far as users are 

concerned. We will therefore give high priority over the coming months to 

developing it into a fully operational service. To an extent, that work will take 

precedence over things like fitting out the archive office once the builders have 

departed. 

We will revert with further news as things develop. In the meantime, you can read a short 

item of interest from my committee colleague Amanda Snowdon in these pages.  



Finally, if you have not already done so, I would encourage you to become a Friend of The 

ARC. The application form appears below. Every small donation brings us closer to the day 

when we can launch the service. And if anyone out there is interested in helping with 

building our website, especially if you are familiar with platforms like Wordpress, please do 

contact us. 

We look forward to welcoming you to The ARC in 2021. 

 

David Breakell, Hon. Treasurer 

info@thearc.uk 
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            BECOME A FRIEND OF THE ARC  

 

We are raising funds for a permanent archive facility within Pett 

Village Hall where we will hold donated materials relating to the history 

of the three parishes of Fairlight, Guestling and Pett. The aim is to 

make these records (paper and electronic) available to anyone 

interested in the history of our communities, and to hold them securely 

for future generations to enjoy. We hope The ARC will become a 

repository for all items of local interest, whether coming from private 

individuals or local organisations. If you would like to help support us 

in the start-up phase, then please become a “Friend”.  We are asking 

for a minimum £10 contribution, but any donation above that 

amount would be gratefully received.  In due course, when the archive 

is up and running, we will initiate annual fee-based memberships of 

The ARC, but Friends will be offered preferential terms. 

 

 [B[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE] 

 

NAME         MR/MRS/MISS/MS      FORENAME …………………………………………………  

SURNAME ………………………………………… 

ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………… POSTCODE ………………………….........        

TELEPHONE……………………………     MOBILE ……………………………………………… 

EMAIL …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

SIGNATURE ……………………………………….    DATE ……………………………………… 

 

I would like to contribute £10 (or more if you wish) to become a Friend of The ARC. 

I am paying my contribution of £………….  By BACS to The Archive Resource Centre’s bank 

account at NatWest Bank: Sort Code 60-02-07   Account no. 59634995 (Ref your name, but please 

return this complete form to us in any event.) 

I enclose a contribution of £ ……………  

  Please make cheques payable to: Archive Resource Centre 

RETURN FORM TO:  The Treasurer, Archive Resource Centre,  

Pett Village Hall, Pett Road, Pett, Hastings TN35 4HD 

 

- THANK YOU - 

 

We will only use your personal details above for contact purposes and to provide information. They are kept for 

our records only and will not be shared and will be kept secure.  Let us know if you wish to receive a full copy of 

our ARC Privacy Policy. 



 

 


