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Pett Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of Pett Parish Council duly convened and 

held on Tuesday 21st July 2020 7.30pm 
  
Present: Councillors D. Penfold (Chairman), A. Crouch, A. Dunlop, J. Leeson and M. Wilkins. 
In attendance: County Councillor K. Glazier, District Councillors R. Bird, M. Dryson, A. Mier and S. Prochak, and the 
Clerk 

2732. Notices 

The chairman advised that the meeting was being recorded. 
The chairman advised of the passing of Pat Dean, a keen supporter of the Flower Show and Lou Parsons who was a 
founder of Pett Independent Rescue Boat 
 
Formalities 

2733. Apologies 

Councillor Leeson              (LGA1972 schedule12, 12)  
Stuart Ware had recently resigned from the council as the number of his commitments for the village and to his 
family meant it he was unable to complete them as he would have wished. Notice of vacancy had been posted. Any 
election required would be held in May 2021 unless there was a further change of the law. 
Declarations of interest: None  
Dispensations requested: None          (Code of Conduct) 
 

2734. Agreement of the Minutes of the previous Meeting 

Following a discussion of a proposed amendment to minute 2730 regarding the fence for the Bowls Club, it was 
resolved to agree the minutes of the 19th May 2020 as a true record. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7.41pm 

Friars Hill Road Surface Top Dressing  

In the last few days, Friars Hill and Chapel Lane were top dressed to seal the surface. This lengthens the life of the 
road surface for a further 10 years. Roads are usually top dressed shortly after repairs have been made. The road will 
be swept 3 times to remove and loose gravel and once the surface has settled the lines will be repainted. 

Chick Hill Road Surface Slow Marking 

A further road surface ‘Slow’ had been painted on Chick Hill as a follow up from the Strengthening Local Relations 
meeting with Highways Officers 
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County Council Budget Shortfall due to Coronavirus Expenditure 

The County Council continue to lobby central government for financial assistance towards the emergency 
expenditure for COVID-19, which had created a £14 million shortfall since lockdown. Without such help the county 
council would have to make savings as they are not allowed to finish the year in deficit. 

East Sussex Survey – Coping with Coronavirus 

One in three felt closer to neighbours and their community whilst 36% had experienced no change. Ten percent of 
households had seen their income drop. Finance, education and crime & safety continue to be people’s major 
concern whilst improving the local economy was the single biggest challenge, followed by quality of life and services. 

Coronavirus Pandemic 

The number of cases in the county remained significantly lower than the national average but the high numbers of 
cases for Eastbourne and Bexhill were being investigated in order to find a way to reduce them.  

Traffic and Congestion at Pett Level  

Councillor Meir had written to the Police and Crime Commissioner about the issue but had heard nothing as yet. 

Camper Van at Pett Level 

Rother District Council had required the owner of the camper van to move it once the lock down ended. The camp 
site closure had left them with no abode. 

Guestling Doctors Surgery 

The current doctors practice was withdrawing from the surgery. Various steps had to be taken before another 
practice could apply to use the surgery. The District Valuer would be inspecting the property shortly. Councillor Bird 
suggested that residents should write to the NHS in support of Guestling Surgery. 

Rother District Council Licensing and General Purposes Committee 

Councillor Meir had been elected as Chairman. The committee deals with approving and removing taxi licences and 
staffing issues. The committee had agreed a 2% pay increase for officers back dated to April. Pett Parish Council asked 
for their thanks be passed on to officers for ably assisting with COVID-19. 

Design Code for High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

In July Rother Cabinet had adopted the new code.  

Financial Support for the De La Warr Pavilion 

As a result of COVID-19 the pavilion was losing money. Rother District Council had agreed financial help through a 
grant of £350,000. The pavilion may also receive match funding from the Art Foundation. 

Revision of the Local Plan 

All councils were encouraged to respond to the consultation on the revised plan. The planning inspector has required 
a large number of new houses in an area of which 82% is classified as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

The meeting was reconvened at 7.55pm 

2735 Delegation to the Clerk during Coronavirus 19 

It was resolved to renew, till the 15th September 2020, the delegation to the Clerk of the day to day running of the 
parish council and the delegation to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman responding to 
planning applications and any other major issue as per the schedule attached. (Local Government Act 1972 section 
101)  
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2736 Decisions made under delegation (for information only): 

RR/2019/2622/P Amended plans Elmara: General comment - while the parish council is aware of the potential 
problems of the wind turbine, it no longer feels that the site would be overdeveloped. 
The spare green metal bench to be installed on the tennis court 
 
Planning – None 

 

Finances 

2737 Internal Audit 

No recommendations or comments were made. The Internal Auditor had signed off on the Annual Return. 

2738 Statement of Internal Control as at the 31st March 2020  

Following review, it was resolved to agree the Statement of Internal Control as at the 31st March 2020. Chairman 
and Clerk to sign later abiding by COVID-19 guidelines. 

2739 Review of the Governance Assumptions of Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return 

Following review of the governance assumptions of Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, it 
was resolved to agree Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return year ending 31st March 2020. 
Chairman and Clerk to sign later abiding by COVID-19 guidelines 

2740 Review of Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

Following review, it was resolved to agree section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return year 
ending 31st March 2020. Chairman to sign later abiding by COVID-19. The Clerk had signed the return in June 2020 
 
Other Issues considered 

2741 Pett Sports Association – Drainage Issue 

Investigation of a drainage issue reported along the west side of tennis court: the broken drain and cover to be 
included with this. The chairman would meet a drainage expert on site and report back to the council. Councillor 
Dunlop, along with the help of Gatehurst Farm Manager had filled in the defunct drain near the path and the Bowls 
Club hedge and repaired the path. 

2742 Pett Sports Association - Trustees 

Pett Sports Association had written to the council advising of a possible amendment to the guidelines for Pett Sports 
Association Trustees to encourage new trustees. The Clerk advised that the legal rules that applied to Pett Sports 
Association Trustees were as shown in the conveyance of the lease of areas of the recreation ground to Pett Sports 
Association. Pett Sports Association Trustees should only take on the role in full knowledge of the terms of the lease. 
The conveyance was silent as to how many Trustees there had to be. Where the conveyance is silent then the laws 
regarding Trustees -Charities Acts and Trustees Acts should be referred to. (The Clerk was disconnected from the 
meeting during this item, the chairman updated the council on the council’s activities while the reconnection was 
made). 

2743 Update on Council Business 

Neighbourhood watch has been set up by Caroline Turner. 
Report that Rother District Council Cards designed by school children have been well received by the vulnerable and 
those in isolation. 
Mutual Aid will be continuing it works until further notice. 
District Councillors have contacted the Police Commissioner about the congestion at Pett Level at the weekends with 
increased visitor numbers. 
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Repair of the allotments gate post on going. 
Peter Felton has repaired a wooden slatted bench along the southern boundary of the recreation ground. Peter will 
look at the damage to one of the main gates to the ground. 
The Old Town Doctors practice has vacated the Guestling Surgery. The District Valuer has to inspect the premises 
before any other practice can apply to take it on. Covid-19 has restricted further progress. 
The Police have issued an order preventing the leader of the anti-immigration group from visiting Pett Level. 
Work on noticeboards is ongoing 
RALC Meeting Report attached. 
SSALC Seminar Effective Communications and Engagement in a Post Lockdown World Report attached. 
Mr. and Mrs. Barker have agreed the easement and the final copies are to be signed. 
Strengthening Local Relations – Highways have agreed to add a further slow road marking on Chick Hill 
Friars Hill is to be resurfaced at a date to be confirmed. 
A letter from Pett Parish Council was sent regarding the Consultation on the proposed changes to the fire service but 
no response has been received. 
A draft Code of Conduct has been issued. Councillors can respond individually. 
As result of Covid-19 the bus service has been reduced to Saturday service all week. Complaints have been received. 
Community Led housing team have requested a meeting with councillors. Arrangements are being made. 
Rother Rural Trust can assist residents in difficulties as a result of Covid-19 with small financial grants. Contact the 
Clerk for details 

RALC Meeting Report 

1. It was agreed to hold the AGM over until 2021. 

2. The revised constitution was agreed. 

3. The accounts and the budget were approved. 

4. There was a report on the speeding initiative. The police and Highways are willing to accept data from a 
specific data-collecting camera and, on the basis of this data, the police will send officers to defined 
hotspots (where speeds are excessive). They will now also send officers to hotspots identified by 
SpeedWatch data. Councils are being urged to consider whether they should purchase a camera (either on 
their own or jointly with other councils). Data is to be transferred to the police via a single contact (initially 
Keith Robertson of Catsfield). Catsfield PC has purchased a camera (although it is not yet in operation) and 
will act as a pilot study. 

5. There was a discussion of the effects of Covid. The Rother councillors present were very appreciative of 
the work of parish councils in the current situation. It was emphasised how important good communication 
is, so that, if there is a second spike, district and parish councils will know as early as possible, so that they 
respond as quickly as they can. It was also suggested that people should sign up for Rother Alerts (many 
subscribers were lost as a result of the GDPR changes). 

6. It was reported that the Rother housing target has increased to 727 new houses per year, in spite of 82% 
of the district being an AONB. A group had been formed which is making representations to the 
government to have this target abated. It was unanimously agreed that the chairman of RALC would write 
to the housing minister on behalf of all the parishes in the district in support of the arguments for 
abatement. In view of the current situation, parish councils were urged to consider developing 
neighbourhood plans. 

7. It was reported that Rother is about to start work on its next development plan. A survey will be sent out 
to parish councils asking for input to this. 

8. The lack of communication from Highways and utilities about work to be carried out was raised. Clerks 
were to be asked for examples in order that a request, supported by examples, could be sent to those 
responsible. This would ask that emails should be sent to clerks in the parishes directly or incidentally 
affected, so that information can be transmitted to the community. 
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9. The next RALC meeting is to be a virtual one on 7 October at 7.30 pm. The cancelled District conference, 
which was to have been held in May, is now planned for either 21 or 28 October. This will also be virtual. 

SSALC Seminar Effective Communications and Engagement in a Post Lockdown World 

The content of this was much as the presentation at the SALC meeting in Eastbourne last year, talking about 
the different channels of communication and how to use them. 

The seminar was recorded and the recording, as well as the slides, will be available shortly. The chairman 
will circulate the link to them as soon as it is received. Councillors may then wish to view these themselves. 

The council may wish to consider holding a meeting specifically on communications policy and strategy. 
 
 
Signed By Chairman ……………………………………………….. Date………………….. 


