
Dear Ms Sally-Ann Hart                                                    10 June 2020 

Re -  Guestling Branch Surgery. 

I am writing an open letter to you in response to one sent to me last night, by a former 
patient of mine,  

lt is from Adam Doyle, CEO Sussex NHS Commissioners, addressed to you,and released by 
your office, and although the second line mentions Roebuck Surgery, l believe he means 
Guestling Branch Surgery, there are other factual errors too. 

I am pleased to say that l am the owner - and hence the landlord of - this very popular little 
branch surgery.  

My late wife, Jill, my practice team, and myself were very proud to have opened a state of 
the then art, purpose built Dispensing Branch Surgery at Guestling in December 1991, this 
was in response to very strong local demand, at the request of the Parish Council, and the 
local Boarding School, then called Broomham School, [now Buckswood], and it was 
supported by the local Conservative MP at the time, Ken Warren. 

Thus you may appreciate that it is not my wish that it should cease to serve the needs of the 
local community. 

However, l retired in 2004,and although my successor eventually signed a 3 year lease 
which expired in 2010, the District Valuer - very reasonably - refused to accept it as a lease, 
because it was just a one page document - basically a written note of a 'Gentleman's 
Agreement' - not a valid lease. 

The rent was therefore fixed at the level set in the 2007 review, and until this year - there it 
has stayed, as my successor refused to sign another lease , a position his successor has 
continued to hold. 

Over the last 10 years, Jill and I have - at very considerable cost financially, but especially 
emotionally, and masses of paperwork - attempted to get a new lease signed.  

It was only in January of this year that, after threatening court action in the middle of last 
year for 'unlawful occupation', a Tomlin Order was finally agreed to avoid a court 
appearance. I don't believe that leasing out the Surgery should be like this, and take so 
much time and effort.  

 

It was agreed that occupation would, at their request, terminate in SIX months [at the end of 
June], and there was an increase in rent. 

There are three local GP Practices that have expressed an interest in taking over the 
premises - 2 gave firm commitments, one GP even came with me to a meeting of the local 
Parish Council in early February, when l was giving an update, to give an assurance that she 
could continue to provide the service when the premises were vacated. 

However, it was only last week that l, and they were told by the CCG, that they would both 
have major bureaucratic obstacles to achieve this, approval was problematic, and would 
probably take months. This was something of which l had no knowledge.  

Another practice has also expressed interest, but understands that they will have problems 
as well, even though they already have patients in the area, to which they can dispense. 

I did receive a letter, dated 21st April from the operations manager of Hastings and Rother 
Healthcare requesting to discuss the possibility of extending the present lease for 12 
months, to which l replied that it was a Tomlin Order, and any proposal should be from their 
solicitor to mine. 



My solicitor has not received any such request, but the implication from Adam Doyle's letter 
is that there was insufficient time, and given more time, an outcome could be resolved that 
would enable proper local continuity of Patient Care. 

In the very sincere hope that this is achievable, l will, tomorrow, undertake to instruct my 
solicitor to send a letter, which is already drafted, with a proposal for a 4 months extension of 
the present arrangement, to their solicitor. 

Yours Sincerely 

Chris Chinery [Dr] 

 


