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After a break of two months I’m pleased to 
say that we are now printing the magazine 
again and a big thank you must go to our 
distribution team who have agreed to 
deliver the magazine to homes in Pett and 
Pett Level. 

The children at Guestling Bradshaw school 
have come up trumps yet again and sent in 
some great summer themed magazine 
covers.  It was a very difficult decision to 
choose a winner, but well done to Kitty, 
year 4, who has given us a lovely bright and 
cheerful painting to look at. 

As David Penfold reports in the magazine, it 
is sad to hear the news about The Two 
Sawyers, but good news that the Royal Oak 
will hopefully re-open soon.  

Sadly, the Pett Flower Show & Fayre will not 
take place this year, but the committee 
have come up with some clever ways to 
encourage you to take part virtually. See 
pages 14-15 for more information.  

The Pett Level Preservation Trust, on the 
other hand, have made the decision to go 
ahead with its annual garden party, which 
will take place on 1st August. See page 13. 
If you are not already member of the Trust 
please consider joining and supporting their 
valuable work. Theresa Noutch is the 
Membership Secretary and she can be 
contacted through the PLPT website 
www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org 

It’s also good to hear that we have a new 
Neigbourhood Watch scheme starting up, 
which is much needed. See page 8 for more 
details of how you can join. 

And finally, I see that the Village Hall is 
planning to re-open for certain activities 
from 4 July. Please do check pettnet.org.uk 
though for confirmation and updates or 
contact Tim Rothwell on 07850 469314. 

Enjoy the sunny days! Until next month. 

John Case 

Welcome
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Hedge Cutting in the Nesting Season 

Walking past Hyde Park Corner last 
Wednesday I was disturbed to see two men 
cutting the hedge along the side of the verge 
(and no they were not the Parish Council 
contractors). When I spoke to one of them he 
said they knew what they were doing and it 
was the right time of year to do it. I beg to 
differ – under the 1981 Wildlife and 
Countryside Act it is an offence to disturb 
nesting birds, and this is particularly an issue 
in the period between March and the end of 
July, the main nesting season for most of our 
birds.  He said they had checked for birds 
but I believe it would be very difficult to be 

absolutely sure, given the length of hedge 
and the limited time they were there, that 
there were no nesting birds.  

Our native bird species are having a hard 
enough time as it is, so can I please urge 
people to give our hedge birds a chance and 
unless it is absolutely necessary (by which I 
mean, for example, restricted vision for your 
drive) please leave your hedges alone until 
the end of July. The birds will reward you 
with their song, which so many more of us 
have learnt to appreciate during the 
quietness of our lockdown. 

Judith Dean

Letters to the Editor

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Winners for May are 

1st Jane Gordon 

2nd Debbie Walker 

3rd Rod Rolfe 

  

Draw Date 3rd June 2020 

!  

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693

Statement by Dr Chris Chinery about Guestling 
Surgery. 

I, and my family, are very saddened by some of the 
statements contained in letters that are currently 
being circulated, and want to state quite clearly that 
we very much want to see Medical Services continue to 
be provided from Guestling Surgery, [a more detailed 
response is available on Pettnet] so we are pleased to 
be able to say that an alternative provider is currently 
working with the East Sussex CCG to secure the use of 
the Guestling Surgery Site. This will follow a formal 
process that will take several weeks for the CCG and 
NHSE to assess. A formal announcement will be made 
in due course when this process has been concluded. 
Further details are not currently in the public domain. 

I know the applicant personally, and believe a very 
good service would be provided. Should the application 
be successful, I will do everything I can to assist in the 
re-opening of the Surgery as soon as possible. 

Should you also want the Surgery to continue, may I 
suggest that you phone, write, or email your local 
Parish, or Rother District Councillor, our MP, or - 
perhaps better - an email direct to Adam Doyle, CEO, 
N H S S u s s e x C l i n i c a l C o m m i s s i o n e r s , a t 
adamdoyle5@nhs.net as soon as possible. 

Please see pettnet.org for more details and updates
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No Parish Council meeting this month and little council business. However, we are 
working on a new noticeboard for the Recreation Field and information boards for Pett 
Level, one to replace the board about the Royal Military Canal that stood near the public 
toilets and another (or perhaps a restoration of the existing board) describing the 
sunken forest. Incidentally, there is a BBC web page, known to some, but new to me 
(https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-sussex-23684120), about the forest.  

Although council business has been quiet, quite a lot has been going on in or close to 
the parish. Last month I referred to the politician who broadcast from Pett Level about 
immigrants landing there. Some have, but not on the scale he was suggesting. 
However, probably as a result of his talk, there has been another invasion. A small 
group of ‘defenders of our shore’ have been camping at Pett Level and making very 
strange videos that they have been posting on YouTube. Although they may have been 
trespassing, they were not apparently doing anything illegal and so the police were 
unable to take any action against them. I think most have gone now, but it does show, 
perhaps, one of the disadvantages of living in a quiet village on the coast. The other, of 
course, is the invasion of people visiting the beach since lockdown has been relaxed a 
little. Both Pett Level and Winchelsea Beach have been packed with cars on sunny 
days. This may, of course, be because people have not had access to Camber. 

The other development of significance to many Pett residents is the departure from the 
Guestling Surgery of the Old Town practice. Another doctor is hoping to take over the 
surgery, subject to official approval, but this has, as far as I know, not yet been 
confirmed. The Old Town practice has also announced that they will not be opening a 
surgery at The Smuggler, so patients will have to go into Hastings to see a doctor, 
unless, of course, they change their registration to the new practice in Guestling or, 
indeed, to another practice.  

As a result, the future of The Smuggler seems to be in doubt again. However, I am told, 
although again I do not yet have confirmation, that it has been bought and may yet re-
open again as a pub. Let us hope so. To counter this, there is the news that The Two 
Sawyers may not open again under the present ownership and is on the market. There 
have also been rumours about The Royal Oak, but I have been reassured that it will 
reopen as soon as the government recommendations are clear.  

While at least some of the matters above have been influenced by the pandemic crisis, 
Pett otherwise seems generally to be keeping well with the community working together. 
Our thanks to all concerned, although not everyone seems to have the welfare of the 
community in mind. I mentioned bonfires last month, but the other issue that keeps 
arising is dog owners not removing their pets’ excrement. Just a reminder that is not 
only anti-social, but also illegal, to leave droppings in the Recreation Field. 

Finally, I regret to say that I have only recently heard of the death of Lou Parsons, back 
in March. Lou was a founder and President of the Pett Level Rescue Boat as an 
independent charity, a loyal member of the Beach Club and well known in Pett Level. 
Our commiserations go to his family and to the Rescue Boat community.

Pett Parish Council Update, David Penfold, Chair
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Everybody Matters 
Like millions of others George Floyd didn’t matter to the police who arrested him 
and who used excessive force that resulted in his death. But now it matters! His 
death has led to a reaction that hopefully will have profound benefits for black 
people everywhere. But racism, injustice, bullying and abuse is rampant in all 
societies and is experienced by all types of people. Consider, for example the low 
caste, Dalit people of India, or the plight of women who, in many countries, have 
no rights; or people with a disability. All over the world and in the UK, many are 
treated as if they don’t matter, like George Floyd. There will have been occasions 
too, when each of us have treated someone else badly as if they don’t matter. We 
are not innocent either! 

But the good news is they matter to God. In fact everyone matters to God – 
including you! Throughout the bible God has sent us messages like this, ‘I love you 
with an everlasting love.’ ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ ‘Come to me 
and I will give you rest.’ ‘Receive my forgiveness.’ ‘My peace I give you… not as 
the world gives.’ In fact we matter to God so much, He sent His only Son to die for 
us, so that through Him we might have eternal life and live with Him forever. That’s 
how much you matter to God. Don’t miss out on His message to you! 

Lockdown update 
During lockdown the church has kept in touch with people online, by phone and by 
social distancing. Worship outlines have been provided weekly, plus ‘Daily Messages’ 
a n d i n f o r m a t i o n o n a r e g u l a r b a s i s . O n t h e c h u r c h w e b s i t e 
www.fairlightandpett.com  
the weekly sermon has been exceedingly well received and has been viewed far 
beyond our borders as far away as Russia and Australia. Meetings and bible studies 
have been conducted by Zoom. Life has been different, but God has been very 
active.  

Within the benefice we have been in touch with a far wider sphere of people than 
normal. A UK survey revealed that 20% of non-church attenders have prayed during 
the lockdown, something they would not usually do. Online courses that explain the 
Christian faith have grown exponentially as people have used their time to explore 
the meaning of life. Thankfully we have not seen many cases of Covid-19 in this 
area, something for which to be grateful, perhaps an answer to prayer! Long may 
that continue!  

At some point, churches will open for worship and community activities will restart, 
but life will be different. A vaccine will be helpful, but Covid-19 is here to stay, 
unless God works a miracle! If you are a person of faith, pray for God’s solution to 
Covid-19, it’s the only way we can begin to feel secure again.  

If you need any information, advice or help, please contact me, Meriel or Angela. 
Stay safe and enjoy the summer.   

Rector’s Ruminations - Richard Barron
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Another Corona Covid-19 Cancellation! 

No sooner are we getting used to the unhappy fact that Pett Flower Show will not 
take place this year than I have to tell you that sadly the Pett Church Flower 
Festival listed for the last weekend in September has also been adjourned to 2021.  
I hesitate to use the word sadly when so many are suffering loss of income, loss of 
businesses and justifiable anxiety as well as serious health problems for themselves 
or their family and friends. But trivial though it may be amongst the great number 
of ghastly effects of this pandemic, this cancellation has been a sad and difficult 
decision to make.   

For us who are florally challenged, the beautiful and clever flower arrangements 
just seem to pop up miraculously but they do need planning and preparation and 
expense and a lot of time on the day.  And it would be very disappointing to the 
flower arrangers and also the refreshment providers and all the stallholders if the 
effort were wasted by a last-minute cancellation or very poor attendance.   The 
very generous sponsors of the arrangements also need certainty about the event.  
The leading member of our Flower Show Committee says that we will come back 
next year with all guns blazing!  (To any anti-terrorist officer, I point out that this is 
a metaphor rather than a threat!) 

Can I add that we do still hope to be able to hold our Civic Service in October 
which will be attended by Andrew Blackman, the High Sheriff of our county.  
County, District and Parish Councillors will be especially invited as well as the 
chairs and representatives of all our village clubs and societies.  It will also provide 
a forum for gratitude to all who have helped others during these troubled times.  
There will be further details in the August magazine. 

Semper floreant flores! 

Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden, Pett Church 

Church News

Date for your diary! 
Saturday 12th September - Ride & Stride 

Whilst the official Sussex Ride & Stride event has been cancelled this year, we are 
still hoping to do our own local event to raise funds for our churches.  

Join us for a three churches walk or cycle, starting at Fairlight and visiting Pett and 
Guestling churches. You can join a walking or cycle group, or choose to go at your 
own pace, or just do part of the route. More details will be in the August magazine, 
but don’t forget to save this date - Saturday 12th September! 

John Case, Pett PCC Member and Ride & Stride Co-ordinator

7



Dear Resident, 

If you receive this magazine, then you are eligible to join this 
free 
scheme.  If you are interested, please complete the form 
below. 

Neighbourhood Watch is about creating safe, pleasant communities rather than a 
fear of crime.  Everyone has a right to feel safe where they live. 
The scheme will work closely with existing groups such as Rother 
Neighbourhood Watch, Sussex Crimewatch, Sussex Farmwatch and Sussex 
Countrywatch.  So far, the feedback has been good and there has been news 
of stolen items recovered.  Using social media is very useful but not 
essential to membership as you will be able to receive updates via email or 
post. 

I am aware I am following in the footsteps of Alan Haselup and Marion 
Woodward, amongst others.  Hopefully, the new scheme will prove as useful 
and worthwhile to the village.  I would welcome help so please do get in 
touch if you are interested! 

Many thanks, 
Caroline Turner, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

Please cut / copy your info and drop in or send to Caroline Turner, 
Neighbourhood Watch, Little Buds, Pett Road, TN35 4JG or email 
littlebudspett@gmail.com 

YES - I do want to be part of the scheme 

NAME:           

Address:           
            
            

Tel:            

Email:           

Your details will never be passed on outside of the Pett Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme.  Your coordinator(s) will hand over your membership to Rother 
Neighbourhood Watch if they step down.  The only time your details will be 
passed to the Rother Policing Team is if there is a problem at your property 
whilst you are away and the coordinator is contacted by the police (i.e., 
if they see your Neighbourhood Watch window sticker and are trying to get 
in touch with you)
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Hello to you all! 

Well, things seem to be getting easier as far as 
lockdown is concerned, and churches have been 
given the green light to open for individual prayer. 
For us at the Methodist Church that is difficult at present as the builders have 
been able to return! Hooray! As we have to self-distance from them none of us 
have been able to enter to clean, tidy or pray! 

We were thrilled to realise that we had reached all the funding needed for the 
important building work. Thanks for all the grants that came in when I was 
thinking we had been forgotten. We have many groups to thank including the 
Pett Parish Council, Sussex Historic Churches Trust, The Garfield Weston Fund, All 
Churches Trust, the Methodist Church Circuit Fund and Individual Methodist 
Churches. It will be exciting to see the improvements to the original chapel built 
in 1848 when finished. 

We will be planning a grand opening when able when we would love to welcome 
everybody to see the improvements. It would also be wonderful to know your 
opinions and ideas for how we can best further the use of this building. After all 
it belongs to the village as much as the Methodist Church. 

We have also had our Memorial Board to WW1 & WW11 troops who gave their 
lives, amended. We were informed by David Breakell that two names were 
missing. There was no room for the names and so the board had to be enlarged 
slightly. This was done extremely well and thanks to the group that worked so 
hard for Remembrance 2018, it has been paid for. We hope to invite any family 
and friends of the two men, William Brooman and George Weston to a special 
service when possible.  

Lastly I wonder how the 
asters and lupins that 
some of you took from our 
steps are doing? I hope the 
slugs didn’t get too many! 
It would be great to see 
any photos when they 
flower! 

God Bless, 

Wendy Hatch
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How exciting – some rain! After 5 weeks of 
nothing it is a welcome gift, even if not 
enough. It gives me a few days without 
having to water the garden. I know we are 
never happy but it does make one 
appreciate what a wonderful resource rain 
is. 

Well, the Great Tits have fledged and 
sensibly moved to next door’s garden away 
from the cats. They are doing well although 
I don’t know how many there were. They 
are now mixed in with 2 blue tit families 
cavorting around in the trees and sending 
their parents to forage for them. 

The re ha s been a g r ea t s po t t ed 
woodpecker around but it has only been on 
the feeders and not the nest boxes (If you 
watch Springwatch you realise how 
dangerous they can be to small birds in 
nests). 

Magpie fledglings are not delicate 
creatures – they sit on the lawn or 
rooftops, red mouths open, screeching at 
their parents for food; terribly raucous and 
greedy but very amusing. 

My next door neighbours have watched 
both badger and fox in my garden making 
their way into my shed. Not a lot for them 
there as the bird food is carefully stored in 
metal bins, so I don’t know what the 
attraction is. I have seen the fox but not 
the badger this season. 

I have harvested onions and broad beans – 
both sown last Autumn - and am busy 
storing the onions and podding the beans 
for freezing. The ground where they had 
been was very hard in spite of watering so I 
have had to work hard to prepare it for 
further use. The recent rain will certainly 
help. 

Carrots, beetroot and spinach are still 
refusing to grow well and they seem to 
have fossilised; but peas, runner beans, 
squash and potatoes are progressing nicely. 
Tomatoes in the greenhouse are brilliant as 
are the peppers and cucumbers. I have 
been given squash plants by two different 
friends. Both lots are doing well so thanks 
to both for the chance to grow some. 

Maybe someone could explain to me why 
on the packets of certain seeds, especially 
lettuce, carrot, beans and beetroot it 
states they are meant to be planted every 
2 weeks to ensure a continuous supply. Well 
I disagree as I planted a tray of French 
beans 4 weeks ago, another 3 weeks ago 
and one more last week as the others had 
not come up. They are all coming up now 
and look exactly the same! 

Amazingly, in spite of the dry, hot weather 
we had throughout May, many shrubs have 
done extremely well. For example, some 
new clematis have been flowering in their 
first year and older ones have been 
exceptional. Roses are brilliant and my 
front garden has never looked so good 
(can’t remember the names of what’s in it 
but very eye catching). I am good at buying 
plants, putting them in and then leaving 
them to their own devices and forgetting 
what they are but my daughter has an app 
on her phone which, when photographed, 
will identify the plant. 

After writing this I am going to research 
bird feeders – forget squirrel proof, I need 
magpie, jackdaw and rook proof. They 
empty all small bird feeders before I am up 
each morning. Hey-ho always some 
challenge to rise to! 

Gill Plank

Gill’s Gardening Blog
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July already, as this very strange 2020 continues. Despite some restrictions being lifted, at 
Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat even trying to resume our ‘normal’ activities feel very 
different as social distancing rules remain in place. 

As locals know, the loosening restrictions (coupled with seasonal good weather) already 
sees the beach at Pett Level very busy with plenty of visitors. Throughout, our volunteers 
maintain a socially-distant, behind-the-scenes presence at the beach and boathouse. We 
also remain on call 24/7 to respond to incidents when required.  

In respect of visitors, we know that many of our friends and supporters in Pett Level are 
aware of certain individuals who have become an unwelcome presence - both in the area 
of the boathouse specifically and in Pett Level generally. Many of you are also aware that 
our charity’s been having a specific struggle with these individuals. As such, we’d like to 
say a big thank you to the Pett community for the assistance shown to us over this. The 
discussions on Pett and Pett Level social media threads have been overwhelmingly 
supportive and we’d like to share how grateful we are for the assistance, vigilance and 
proactivity of the local community in supporting us.  

In other news, our committee has had a virtual meeting. We’re at that point in the season 
where we’ve had to take a long hard look at our planned and postponed events for 2020, 
and it’s with heavy hearts that we need to share: 

● Our Open Day, our main annual fundraiser with an emphasis on FUN - has now been 
fully cancelled. 

● All of the planned celebrations for the 50th anniversary of our service in 2020 have 
also been cancelled. 

We know that these events mean as much to the Pett community as they do to us, so we’d 
like to reassure you that the committee and all of our volunteers are now looking to 2021 
with positivity and purpose in holding these events once it’s safe to do so. 

In the meantime, with a nod to the logistics of fundraising in lockdown, and to help reduce 
the very hard impact of losing the fundraising opportunities which help us meet our annual 
running costs, we have exciting news. This month, we’re launching an online fundraiser 
through the Weather Lottery! If you’d like to know more, please do keep a ‘weather’ eye 
out on our website and social media for information about how to join in. 

Until next time, thank you once again for all of your support over this very troublesome 
time. Do please take care and stay beach aware, and stay in touch through our website 
at https://plirb.com or our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue and Facebook 
@PettLevelRescueBoat. And please, do stay well too!

Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
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Hi to everybody, today is a beautiful 
sunny day as I sit in my garden and 
write this. I feel so lucky to live in this 
beautiful part of the country during 
this strangest of times.  

Others have felt the same and we have 
seen many visitors, both on the beach 
and walking along the canal banks, 
enjoying the Trust’s land. Stepping out 
of your house or flat to spend the day 
in the fresh air is a gift from nature to 
us all. It is the Trust’s responsibility to 
look after the land, for everybody from 
all walks of life to enjoy, and we do so 
willingly and with your help. 

Unfortunately, some individuals can 
forget to watch out for their dogs and 
do no not take poo-bags home or 
dispose of the waste were others won’t 

tread. Even worse, there has been 
human waste and much rubbish left 
behind.  

The PLPT are trying to think of ways to 
help people at this difficult time, and 
are considering putting up some kind 
and informative signage. We welcome 
any helpful suggestions to enable us to 
maintain the Trust land for all our 
enjoyment.  

To finish off there is good news, as we 
will be having a PLPT garden party on 
1st August in the garden of The Edge, 
Toot Rock. I am looking forward to 
seeing you all there. 

Zana Duthie 

Pett Level Preservation 
Trust

12



per couple or a soft drink
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Virtual Show for Young People’s Classes 

As there is not going to be a show this year, the Committee wish to encourage the 
younger generation to participate by entering photographs in some of the  “Young 
People’s” classes. There will be prizes for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd winners, which will be 
issued as Amazon vouchers.  

Classes 

Under 5 Years (Child and helper) 

76. Paint or draw a picture of ‘Someone you love’ 

5–8 Years 

77. Make a vegetable four-eyed monster 

78. Paint or draw a picture of ‘Bright Eyes’ 

9–14 Years 

80. Paint or draw a picture of ‘Bright Eyes’ 

81 Make a pair of glasses using gingerbread 

PETT AND DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

PETT FLOWER SHOW & FAYRE 

MODEL-MAKING (SCRATCH-BUILT OR FROM A KIT) 

92 An Amazon voucher for £20 will be awarded to the young person (under 16) 
entering the best hand-made model. 

A model in the context of Class 92 is a representation of a real-life object, such as 
a ship, a train, an aeroplane or a car, in any medium. Judges will be looking for 
accuracy, craftsmanship and degree of difficulty. 

94 An Amazon voucher for £20 will be awarded to the young person (under 16) who 
best exercises their imagination to create a miniature scene (or single object). 

In Class 94 the judges will be looking for originality and creativity, again in any 
medium. 

14



Entry details 
From 11 July entries can be sent to pstrickl@icloud.com until 8.00 pm on 22 July 
2020  

Please send a JPEG photograph (between 1 and 2 megabytes in size and with 
the exhibit filling the picture) along with the following details: 

Class entry number and description  

Name  

Address 

Phone number 

Email address 

Age of young person 

The entries will be catalogued by the committee administration. The entries and 
the entry numbers and photos will be displayed on the Pett Flower Show page on 
the village website Pett on the net (www.pettnet.org.uk). 

Judging will take place by Saturday 25 July for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places; Amazon gift 
vouchers which will be emailed to the winners. The first names of all the entrants, 
plus a notification of the winners will then be put on the website.

Please send pictures of what you would have entered! 
As there is not going to be a show this year, the Committee would like all those 
keen gardeners, flower arrangers, cooks and craft people out there to submit 
photographs of vegetables, fruit, flowers and flower arrangements (in fact, anything) 
that they would have entered into the show to demonstrate all the hard work that 
has been put into the growing season and related activities. These will be displayed 
on the Pett Flower Show page of Pettnet; there will no judging. 

Please send a JPEG (between 1 and 2 megabytes), together with your name and a 
description of the exhibit from Saturday 11 July to Wednesday 22 July to 
pstrickl@icloud.com.
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Have you heard the term ‘balance of 
nature’?  There is, of course, no such 
thing.  It is as valid as the term 
‘balance of payments’ that you don’t 
hear so much about these days.  Nature 
is never in balance, there is always a 
struggle going on.  Have you seen a 
badger recently, or more likely, seen 
evidence of their passing through your 
garden?  I suspect that the answer to 
that question is mostly yes.  Since 
killing badgers was banned, their 
numbers have risen dramatically.  This 
means that other species may not be 
doing so well.  Aside from the damage 
they do to your precious patch of 
garden (they have dug a ‘latrine’ in the 
middle of our vegetable patch – such 
tidy creatures!)  they have had a hand 
in the decline of our hedgehog 
population because they are strong 
enough to unroll hedgehogs despite all 
the spines.  Bumblebees are also 
unable to penetrate the thick fur of 
badgers, and bumblebee grubs are a 
rich source of food for them.  We 
recently found the remains of a 
bumblebee nest in our garden.  The 
bumblebees were common carders, a 
species that gathers dead grass stems 
together to form a nest on the surface 
of the ground, usually in tussocky 
grass.  In our case they had nested at 
the bottom of a fern growing out from 
under a pile of rocks.  We hadn’t 
known that the nest was there, but the 
evidence was plain to see – broken fern 
fronds and bewildered worker bees 

crawling about, looking for grubs to 
feed that are no longer there. 

It could be argued that, because we 
are no longer killing badgers, we are 
leaving nature to sort itself out, and 
eventually badgers will reach an 
equilibrium population where there are 
just enough bumblebees and hedgehogs 
to eat for badgers that have just 
enough places to nest.  Hedgehogs and 
bumblebees may go extinct in the 
meantime, so badgers will need to eat 
more bird chicks, or find some other 
source of food.  Either way, nature will 
have achieved a balance of sorts, just 
not necessarily a balance desirable to 
all.  But that balance may be upset by 
other factors – a new top predator, for 
example, or hedgehogs learning to run 
rather than to roll themselves up in the 
face of danger. 

Alan’s Nature Notes
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Rather than talk about a balance of 
nature, naturalists and ecologists talk 
a b o u t h e a l t h y o r u n h e a l t h y 
ecosystems.  The definition of a 
healthy ecosystem is one with rich 
biodiversity – i.e. one that contains the 
highest number of different species 
possible.  We have been trying to 
improve the biodiversity in our own 
little patch – we let the grass grow 
long, we let wild flowers flower (Parish 
Council take note), we have a wildlife 
pond and piles of rocks and logs where 
creatures of all sorts can make a home.  
It is paying dividends.  During 
lockdown, and the extended period of 
amazing weather, I have had more time 
to study the insects in the garden and 
have found many more species than I 
have seen before.  It is true that the 
more time I spend looking, the more I 
will see, but when the garden contains 
different plant species, then different 
insects are attracted to them.  One 
highlight was a relatively 
rare bumblebee, the field 
cuckoo bumblebee (Bombus 
campestris).  Sadly, the 
field cuckoo bumblebee is a 
n e s t p a r a s i t e o f t h e 
common carder bumblebee, 
yes, the species nesting 
under our pile of rocks! 

Whilst (loosely) on the subject of 
stinging insects, as we approach 
midsummer, you may very well see 
hornets and many people are worried 
about the possible invasion of the Asian 
hornet (Vespa velutina).  These are 
smaller than the common hornet and 
mostly black in colour.  Their main prey 
are honeybees.  (The main prey of 
common hornets are wasps!)  If you 
think you have found an Asian hornet 
then it is important to report it and not 
to destroy it.  Worker hornets are used 
to locate the nest and the more 
workers that are seen, the more 
chance the nest can be located and 
destroyed.  Up to the end of 2019, only 
9 Asian hornets’ nests have been found 
in the UK.  You can report sightings by 
email to: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. 

Alan Kenworthy 

Alan’s Nature Notes

Illustration by Richard Bache, 
Education Officer, Somerset 

Beekeepers’ Association
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If you grow courgettes, it’s that time of year when you harvest your crop one day, turn 
your back and there’s another crop waiting for you, otherwise you’ll be harvesting 
marrows.  I think I’ve got a courgette recipe for just about everything you can think of but 
this one is my favourite and the most versatile.  I usually make double the quantity 
because they freeze well and you can defrost (in microwave) 2 or 3 for lunch and serve 
warm with cold ham, bacon, or sausages or whatever takes your fancy. They also make a 
delicious alternative to blinis, if you make them canape sized. 

Makes 8 pancakes but you can halve the recipe if its just for 2 people or you don’t have a 
freezer 

200g plain Flour 
1 tbspn baking powder 
2 large eggs, beaten 
1 heaped tspn sea salt flakes 
3 pinches cayenne pepper 
1 ½ tbspns snipped chives – or finely chop a couple of spring onions 
175ml Milk 
25g butter, melted, plus knob of butter for frying 
175 courgette, trimmed and grated 
150g tinned sweetcorn, drained 

To serve  
200g pack of smoked salmon 
8 tbspns of crème fraiche 
½ small red onion very thinly sliced 
Baby capers, snipped chives and lemon wedges 

Put the flour, baking powder, eggs, salt, cayenne pepper chives/or spring onions into a bowl.  
Add milk, melted butter and a good grind of pepper and beat with a whisk.  Add grated 
courgette and sweetcorn and stir. 

Melt a knob of butter in a large frying pan and spoon the pancake mixture in dollops (about 1 
½ tbspns per pancake) to make 3 pancakes in the pan – they should be quite thick.  Leave 
them to cook gently for 5 minutes or so then turn them over when golden and cook the other 
sides. 

Place fritters onto plates and top each with a mound of smoked salmon, a good spoonful of 
crème fraiche, some thinly sliced red onion, capers and snipped chives/spring onion.  Serve 
with lemon wedges.  

To freeze.  Place fritters on baking tray and open freeze.   Once frozen stack them between 
layers of greaseproof paper and keep in bag or container for easy access. 

To re-heat in the oven:  Pre-heat oven to 160c/150cfan/gas mark 3.  Put the baking try into 
the over for 10-15 minutes or until the fritters are hot. 

Sue Fleigh 

SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN           
               

Courgette and Sweetcorn Fritters with Smoked Salmon
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Pett on the Knit

�

KNITTING FOR PEACE –
WILL YOU KEEP GOING?

As I write some restrictions are beginning to lift and people’s minds will be on gardening and 
sunbathing. However, the weather being as it is in the UK, there will be some rainy days and I 
hope you will not stop knitting the squares needed for the dressing gowns which, when all this 
madness is over, will be assembled and sent to Knit for Peace.  This organisation distributes 
regularly to over 200 outlets, including hospitals, women’s refuges, refugee drop-in centres, 
prisons, community groups, and hospices as well as to developing countries and refugee camps, 
or those living in the rubble in Syria.

I’ve a very small amount of wool still available bought with the kind donations from POPPs. If 
you give me a ring I can arrange for wool to be left outside my home in Pett Road, or have it 
collected by some kind dispatcher from the Rye Mutual Aid project en route to delivering 
essentials for others if you are still self-isolating. 

PATTERN FOR SQUARES

Use size 4 needles (old size 8) and Double Knitting wool 

Cast on 2 stitches 

Knit one row. 

Next row: K1, Inc 1 (by knitting into front and back of stitch) – knit to end. 

Repeat this row until work measures 12cm along straight edge (about 35 stitches 
approx) 

Next row: K1, K2tog, K to end. 

Repeat this row until 2 stitches left. 

K 1 row. 

K 2tog. Cast off. 

 

If you are interested please let Heather know - and start knitting. This 
is something you can do while you are self-isolating. Once normal 
service has been resumed we will meet up again at the monthly Coffee 
Mornings

Heather – heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk 

07977 100 296   - 01424 251849
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Do you remember that Kevin Costner 
movie, Field Of Dreams? Kev plays an 
Iowa farmer who, after hearing strange 
voices, transforms his land into a baseball 
pitch and summons the ghosts of a long-
dead baseball team. Ridiculous. Yet, 
when I bought my first home eight years 
ago and stood on my new, perfectly 
manicured 15ft by 20ft suburban front 
lawn, all I could hear were voices in my 
head telling me to destroy it.  

Rumours spread of my debauched 
gardening plans. My new neighbours eyed 
me with suspicion – especially when they 
overheard that I was planning to hire a 
stripper for the weekend. The clattering 
of the petrol-powered turf stripper was 
only drowned out by my maniacal 
laughter as I razed the 300 square feet of 
lawn to mud. You could hear the house 
prices dropping all along the cul-de-sac. 
The neighbourhood watched from behind 
twitching curtains as I carefully broadcast 
native wildflower seeds over the bare 
soil. Through the wet winter my front 
lawn looked ready to host a re-enactment 
of The Battle of Agincourt. And then 
spring came.  

Meadow Buttercup, Oxeye Daisy, Cowslip, 
Yellow Rattle, Lady’s Bedstraw, Crested 
Dogstail, Red Clover, Ragged Robin. The 
ground erupted into a riot of colour. And 
then the wildlife arrived. Bees, bee-flies, 
beetles, burnets and butterflies. Unusual 
species appeared too: Wall Brown and 
Brown Hairstreak butterflies, Ghost 
Moths, Wasp Spiders and a lone Common 
Spotted Orchid.  On summer days my 
mini-meadow sang to me; a choir of 
buzzing bumblebees and chirruping 
grasshoppers. My own nature reserve; 

beautiful, wild, endlessly fascinating and 
filled with life. I am genuinely bemused 
as I watch my neighbours struggle with 
their lawnmowers each week. Why go out 
of your way to kill something when you 
can just sit back and let it live? I simply 
swing my scythe and mow my meadow 
once at the end of the summer. I imagine 
I look like that shirtless bloke from 
Poldark (although I actually resemble a 
chunky but cheerful Grim Reaper).  

Wildflower meadows were once a 
widespread feature of the English 
countryside but since the 1930’s we have 
tragically lost 97% of our flower-rich 
fields. Many have been improved with 
fertilisers, re-seeded with faster growing 
grasses or ploughed for arable crops. This 
in turn has caused a massive decline in 
many species of wildlife that depend on 
them. By creating my own humble field of 
dreams it feels as if I am summoning the 
ghosts of the English countryside and 
giving them life. And then, last month, I 
turned the corner to see a deer, an actual 
wild Roe Deer, lost in suburbia but stood 
seemingly at home in my meadow. 
Ridiculous.   

If you’re interested in creating your own 
wildflower meadow search ‘Sussex 
Wildlife Trust’ and ‘garden wildflower 
meadow’ online. 

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity 
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout 
Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with 
local people for over half a century to make 
Sussex richer in wildlife.   
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join 

My front lawn by Michael Blencowe  
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Postcard Competition Winner! 

The Pett Level Preservation Trust are delighted to announce the winner of this 
year’s ‘Design a Pett Level Postcard’ competition. Congratulations to Zoe, 

whose picture impressed our judge, local artist Annie Soudain, for its lovely 
composition and bold use of colour.  

The postcards will be on sale for £1 at village venues and events over the 
summer months and can be purchased direct (e-mail lolohall@fastmail.fm for 

details). 2021 competition details will be announced in the New Year.  
All proceeds to the Pett Level Preservation Trust 

Pett Level Preservation Trust
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