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Pett Parish Council 

 

Draft Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of Pett Parish Council duly convened and 

held on Tuesday 19th May 2020 7.30pm 
  
Present: Councillors D. Penfold (Chairman), A. Crouch, A. Dunlop, J. Leeson, S. Ware and M. Wilkins. 
In attendance: County Councillor k Glazier, District Councillor R. Bird, the Clerk and 4 members of the public. 

2720. Notices 

The chairman advised that the meeting was being recorded. 
 
Formalities 

2721. Apologies 

District Councillor Meir, and Councillor Dean who was inadvertently prevented from joining the meeting (LGA1972 
schedule12, 12) 
Declarations of interest: Councillors Wilkins, Crouch, Dunlop and Ware held prejudicial interest in the planning 
application for the New Beach Club 
Dispensations requested: None (Code of Conduct) 

The meeting was adjourned at 7.35pm 

County Council Working under Coronavirus 

A daily update on changes to services, information to help those in isolation, business and relevant issues is emailed 
to all parishes. Councillor Glazier thanked the parish council and volunteers working, on their own or with Rye Mutual 
Aid for their efforts looking after the vulnerable during the pandemic. He was proud of the work done to secure the 
vulnerable and expressed his thanks and the gratitude of the county council. County council staff were under extra 
pressure with the increased work load. The most important issue being dealt with at the moment is the return to 
school on the 1st June. 

District Council Working under Coronavirus 

The garden waste brown bin collection had recently resumed without any problems. Residents had not overloaded 
bins so collections had kept to schedule. It was decided, as numbers arriving at Camber beach over the weekend 
meant the roads were congested and emergency services would be delayed, to open the car parks at Camber. Pink 
notices for new planning applications are not currently being posted. Similarly site inspections are not being carried 
out for larger applications or those being called in and thus no decisions are being made on these. Delegated 
applications continue to be dealt with. The dates shown for applications on the planning portal cannot be relied upon 
as being correct. 



 
 

Pett Parish Council Meeting Minutes 19th May 2020 pettnet.org.uk 
 

 

New Beach Club Planning Application for a new two storey club building and a residential property on the 
same site 

Neighbouring residents to the New Beach Club, recognised the need for renovation of the club, held the following 
concerns with the details of the plan. 
The application’s plan of the existing building suggests that the club building is attached to and includes the white 
slab at the rear for the hut. These are detached and the hut does not form part of the club building. 
The new club building is proposed to be moved nearer the seawall which affects the amenity of neighbouring 
properties due to reduced light and loss of privacy. The proposed balcony is on par with a bedroom of a neighbouring 
property and it will also overlook the property ocean point. As the space on the site is now to hold two buildings the 
distance between the new club building and neighbours is small enough for people to reach across and touch the 
other building. 
In the new building private parties will be held on the first floor and balcony which will result in noise spillage. 
Currently parties are held on the ground floor and should they exceed the licence time, noise levels are contained by 
the fire doors. 
As an outline plan the finer details were not included, neighbours were concerned that their current sewage 
treatment arrangement of sharing with the club building would continue and that there would be a minimal 
downtime during the build. 

Fire and Rescue Service Consultation – Planning for a Safer Future 

A representative of the Fire Brigades Union explained that the Risk Management Plan for the area is reviewed every 5 
years. The review is continuing even with COVID 19 reducing the opportunity to hold as wide a consultation as 
possible. Fire fighters are also taken up with providing support services for COVID19 such as driving ambulances, 
delivering personal protection equipment and food delivery. Consultation by survey which only had limited answers 
are a flawed way to obtain public opinion. Included in the proposals is the reduction of Rye station from two to one 
engine; to downgrading of the Ridge Fire Station from 24 hours to day time only during the week and to have no 
dedicated crews for aerial rescue. He believed that rural areas would be disadvantaged as times for fire engines to 
reach rural locations would be significantly increased and would not have the aerial rescue (longer ladders) needed to 
reach properties down narrow lanes or on tight bends. He also believed that these proposals would lead to 30 ful 
time firefighters and 60 part time fire fighters being cut. He recommended not completing the survey, to sign their 
petition and or write an email to object. He could provide contact details. 

The meeting was reconvened at 7.59pm 

2722 Delegation to the Clerk during Coronavirus 19 

It was resolved to renew the delegation to the Clerk of the day to day running of the parish council and the 
delegation to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman responding to planning applications 
and any other major issue as per the schedule attached. (Local Government Act 1972 section 101) 

2723 Decisions made under delegation (for information only): 

RR/2020/340/P Stone Sea and Loveshack: support 
Removal of BT public phone box at Pett Level: The council wrote a letter of objection to Rother District Council which 
is consulting on the matter. 

 
Planning 

2724 RR/2020/9/P: New Beach Club Pett Level 

Outline – Demolition of existing Beach Club and replace with a new 2 storey Beach Club and a new 3 storey 
residential dwelling. It was resolved to comment: 
Pett Parish Council recognises the need for the New Beach Club to improve its premises. While the council has no 
objection, it is concerned about the following issues: 

 The proposed build line is very near to the sea wall. 
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 Overlooking issues for neighbouring properties resulting from the first floor windows and balconies in the 
Beach Club and the proposed proximity to the site boundary. 

 The management of sewage. The current sharing of sewage arrangements between the New Beach Club 
and neighbouring properties on either side should be maintained and upgraded to ensure no foul water 
seepage into the ground as a result of the increased demands from a bigger Club. In addition, there should 
be no break in the facility provided to the neighbouring properties. It should be noted that there is no 
mains drainage at Pett Level. 

The council would highlight that the land shown as parking on the other side of the road belongs to Pett Level 
Preservation Trust and it is believed that there is no formal agreement between the two parties. In addition, there 
is not space to turn within the area of either proposed building, thus requiring drivers either to back out on to the 
road or to stop and reverse in from the road. This is particularly relevant with regard to delivery vehicles. 
 
Councillor Ware was disconnected by a power surge at his property. 

2725 RR/2020/200/P Fernleigh, Pett Road 

Proposed extension of rear dormer window, single storey rear extension, demolition of existing garage and 
construction of a new single storey side extension, open porch to front elevation and extended revised patio area. 
It was resolved to support the application only as an alternative to RR/2019/1925/P 

2726 RR/2020/438/P 3 New Coastguard Cottage, Toot Rock 

Proposed improvements to existing loft accommodation including the addition of a front dormer and enlarged rear 
dormer with Juliette balcony. It was resolved to support this application. 

2727 RR/2020/459/P High Elms Farm, Pett Road 

Proposed single storey rear extension to form study and utility area along with internal alterations. Flue for wood 
burning stove. 2no. sun pipes and 1 no. Velux window. Proposed replacement roof tiles with slates to property. 
Proposed detached workshop. It was resolved to support the application. 
 
Councillor Ware re-joined the meeting but was almost immediately disconnected again. 

2728 RR/2020/486/P The Lookout Chick Hill 

Demolition of existing bungalow dwelling, terrace, annex and garage and erection of replacement dwelling with 
lower ground floor garage, bin store and terrace landscaping. Following discussion of the issue of large vehicle 
movements on Chick Hill it was resolved to support the application. 
 
Other Issues considered 

2729 Council Insurance Renewal 

It was resolved to renew the council insurance with Aviva through BHIB. Annual premium £652.23 for 12 months at 
30th May 2020. An increase of £14.00. 

2730 Pett Sports Association – Bowls Club 

A couple of councillors were unhappy with the past enlargement of the bowls club area which in their opinion should 
not have been accepted. They were against any agreement as, in their opinion the amenity of the public to use the 
recreation ground had been reduced This was not a statement made by the parish council. There was also the issue of 
maintaining the current fence which would be very difficult without some distance between the two fences. They 
preferred a fence to be put up on the original bowls club boundary on the 1946 lease map. It was suggested that this 
item should not have been on the agenda as it was not an urgent issue and would benefit from a more extensive 
debate. The chairman allowed a member of the Bowls Club to address the council. The Club member noted that very 
few current residents could recall the original buildings on the recreation ground and their exact locations. When the 
sport’s pavilion lease had been renewed in 2009, the boundary of the bowls club area had been part of the 
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discussions and an agreement had been reached between the parish council and the sports association and bowls 
club members as to where the bowls club area would be. Since then the bowls club had not encroached on other 
people’s enjoyment of the ground. The adjacent landowner erected and donated a fence on the western side of the 
bowls club. At the first request made to the council to allow a fence in July 2019, the council’s response had been to 
ask the Bowls Club to carry out some fundraising prior to applying for a grant from the parish council. The Bowls Club 
had raised enough money to pay outright for the fence. Recently there is evidence of people stepping over the 3 foot 
high wire field fence. Security of the bowls club is now an issue. The club wished to erect a 6 foot high fence close to 
the wire boundary fence. The Clerk pointed out that you are legally allowed to enter your neighbours’ property to 
mend a boundary fence, keeping close to the boundary. The Clerk suggested that the fence might be erected leaving 
a foot gap but it was advised that due to the boundary not being very straight this would be difficult. The Bowls Club 
may be able to erect a fence so as to allow panels to be removed to facilitate maintaining the fence. It was resolved 
that Pett Bowls Club could erect a fence on the western boundary within the demise of the Bowls Club shown on 
the lease of 2009. Councillor Dunlop objected. It was also agreed that it should be possible to maintain the existing 
fence. 
 
Councillor Dunlop left the meeting to attend to farm business. 

2731 Fire and Rescue Service Consultation – Planning for a Safer Future 

It was agreed that Councillor Crouch prepare a response to object rather than the council complete the consultation 
survey. Councillor Glazier suggested that the parish council should obtain clarity on the questions in the survey. 

2719 Next Meeting 

Next meeting date 21st July 2020 7.30pm (virtual meeting). Councillors to note a possible meeting on the 16th June if 
required. The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
 
Signed By Chairman ……………………………………………….. Date………………….. 


