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Dear Readers 

 

And so the lock down continues. We wait to see how the easing of restrictions turns out, but sadly 

the Flower Show committee has decided to cancel the event for this year, although there will be 

a call for virtual entries over the coming weeks.  

 

Bonfires continue to be a nuisance as reflected in the following comments: “I have 2 grand 

children who suffer from asthma and have had to stay inside with doors and windows closed. 

What can be done? I find it difficult to understand why people feel the need to have a bonfire 

ever, more so with every one having to stay at home.”;  “My husband has just come home from 

work being a key worker & was hoping to sit in the garden with what’s left of today’s sun & have 

his dinner , but because of the bonfire this won’t be happening”. 

 

But some good news is that, with the easing of the lock-down, the tennis club is re-starting. You 

can read about this, and much more, in the magazine. 

 

Once again, we are not distributing a printed copy of this magazine. If any reader who has the 

facility to print knows of someone in Pett or Pett Level, perhaps a friend or neighbour, who would 

benefit from a printed copy then perhaps you could consider printing all or part of the magazine 

for them (I have placed the adverts in the back to make it easier just to print off local news and 

views). If you are unable to print, then please email magazine@pettnet.org.uk or post a request 

on the Pett & Pett Level Community Facebook page, and it may be possible to find someone who 

does have access to a laser printer. 

 

                                                                  Best wishes 

 

THE EDITORS ARE 

Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 

John Case, Deputy Editor, 01424 812224 

 
DEADLINES:    

Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 

Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 

 

COPYmust be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something 

handwritten please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your 

name, address and phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration 

before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. 

We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. 

 

Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 

reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, 

neither the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). 

Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, 

articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the 

publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any 

advertiser here within this publication. 
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Dear Editor 

BRIAN ROBERTS 

 

Brians’s funeral took place at the crematorium on Thursday 7th May. Obviously we were unable 

to attend, but it was heartening that many people lined his route all the way from Rye through 

Winchelsea Beach, Pett Level and Pett. What a lovely tribute to a lovely man. 

 

Our love, thoughts and prayers are with Pat and their family. 

Meriel Deasy (on behalf or our community) 

 

PETT METHODIST CHURCH 

Well here we are 8 weeks on with no services, meetings, Post Office or builders able to finish the 

work in all that time. 

  

Fortunately we can find a weekly service on our circuit church website at hbrmethodist.org.uk 

where our local church leaders put together a service of worship. This can be listened to at any 

time when posted. Do have a listen. Just click on Pett Methodist Church and you will find it there. 

V.E Day was celebrated in the area very differently than had been planned but I hope you saw 

the net of poppies on the church fence. We managed a cream tea with our immediate neighbours 

while still social distancing, like a lot of people. We were pleased some of you found the seedling 

pots on the church steps. Hopefully they are thriving!  

 

For those of you with children I have discovered on the Messy Church website an at home link 

that can be followed at home with activities and stories for the family. Something else to look at. 

God Bless!        Wendy Hatch. 
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PETT TENNIS CLUB ANNOUNCEMENT 

	

Firstly,	I	hope	that	this	message	finds	everyone	well	in	our	

community.	 Secondly,	may	 I	 thank	 you	 for	 your	 support	

and	patience	at	 this	 trying	 time	and	 the	wonderful	 spirit	

and	tolerance	observed	around	our	village	and	beyond.	

	

Now	to	the	reason	for	my	communication,	the	body	of	this	

message	 relates	 to	 how	 the	 recent	 government	 policy	

impacts	upon	the	potential	re-opening	of	the	tennis	court	and	reintroduction	of	members.		

	

In	short,	I	am	pleased	to	report	that	the	new	guidelines	announced	by	the	government	and	

with	additional	input	from	the	sports'	governing	bodies	we	are	now	in	a	position	to	invite	

membership	and	have	re-opened	the	court	on	SATURDAY	16Th	MAY.		

	

The	court	is	available	to	members	of	Pett	Tennis	Club	and,	at	this	time,	will	be	limited	to	

singles	games	 -	 thus	only	2	people	on	 the	court	at	any	 time.	This	allows	 for	both	games	

amongst	 household	 members	 or	 indeed	 with	 a	 member	 of	 another	 household	 whilst	

adhering	 to	 the	 2m	 social	 distancing	 requirements	presently	 in	 place.	Members	will	 be	

required	to	follow	further	rules	on	court	usage	which	are	fully	outlined	on	the	membership	

form	which	will	be	emailed	to	all	wishing	to	join	-	all	previous	year’s	memberships	have	

now	lapsed	so	even	past	members	will	need	to	complete	this	form.	

	

Owing	to	recent	restrictions	imposed	and	the	little	preparation	time	available	at	present	to	

our	volunteers	it	is	appreciated	that	the	court	is	not	in	its	best	condition.	As	a	result	of	this	

and	a	wish	to	encourage	use	of	this	village	facility	for	the	health	and	exercise	benefits	it	can	

bring	to	our	community	at	this	time	the	2020	membership	rate	has	been	cut	to	£20	per	

household.	This	allows	use	by	any	resident	of	your	home	until	1st	May	2021	and	will	still	

allow	for	essential	incidentals	to	be	paid	for	to	maintain	the	operation	of	the	club	at	this	

time.	

	

If	you	wish	to	join	and	use	the	court	please	email	the	address	below	and	you	will	receive	an	

online	form	to	complete,	upon	receipt	of	the	completed	form	payment	and	access	details	

will	be	shared	and	your	membership	will	be	active.	

	

It	is	hoped	that	many	of	you	will	enjoy	the	opportunity,	now	returned	to	us,	to	play	outdoor	

sport	once	again	-	but	as	ever	we	ask	that	members	are	courteous	to	one	another	and	ensure	

fair	access	to	all	so	the	most	amount	of	people	possible	may	benefit.	

	

Be	patient,	keep	safe	and	well	-	all	my	best	wishes.	

Stuart	Ware	

For	membership	please	email	-	

sjw@meadowshed.co.uk	
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PETT LEVEL PRESERVATION 

TRUST (PLPT) 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to start this piece by saying how grateful and lucky I am to live in such a beautiful 

place, particularly at this time. Nature has been one of the main ways to restore balance and 

maintain our health. For those of us who have been given the gift of time, spending it outside is 

a privilege. Because of this the Pett Level Preservation Trust land has taken on an even more 

important role in our lives as people step out for their daily exercise. 

 

But our gratitude is even greater for the NHS, care workers, postal workers, supermarket workers, 

bin men & women in fact all those essential workers who have pulled together in our community 

to help us through this time. 

 

We all recognise now how important the land and nature are for preserving our well-being. As 

we continue social distance, we would ask your help as we have noticed an increase in the amount 

of discarded dog poo-bags. If they could be placed in the bins, and where you have no bags could 

you use the ‘stick & flick’ method advocated by farming vets, it will be very much appreciated 

by the community as a whole.  

 

Walking is the main exercise for many, especially those who cannot cycle, 

run, do Zoom yoga classes, so perhaps you could help solve a mystery?  

 

There was a two-plank bridge across the ditch near the house 

called Thalassa, which many from Marsham Brook used to access 

the beach. Oddly it has disappeared. If anybody knows anything, 

please let me know.  

 

 

 

Due to the current situation, the PLPT summer garden party remains 

under constant review but we hope to see you all in August. Until 

then stay safe, stay well, stay sane! 

 

Finally, a sad farewell to Brian Roberts, and our thoughts are with 

Pat Roberts and family. Lou Parsons also sadly died last month and 

as I walk down the canal bank, I look to the apple trees he donated 

last year and remember him fondly. 

 

Zana Duthie 
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PETT AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

PETT FLOWER SHOW & FAYRE 

                              SATURDAY 25TH JULY 2020 

Because of the uncertainty of the current pandemic and the government lockdown regulations, it is 

with heavy hearts that the Committee have to announce the cancellation of our 2020 show. It is 

hoped that a downsized show can be held in the autumn for some of the classes that are not critical to 

the growing season. 

In spite of the inspiration of the Gardening Club journal on Pettnet, the possibility of organising a 

complete virtual show is a step too far, but the Committee wish to encourage the younger generation 

to participate by entering photographs of exhibits in some of “Young People’s” classes, for which 

there will be prizes. So that people can start planning, the classes will be as follows: 

Under 5 Years (Child and helper) 

76. Paint or draw a picture of ‘Someone you love’ 

5–8 Years 

77. Make a vegetable four-eyed monster 

78. Paint or draw a picture of ‘Bright Eyes’ 

9–14 Years 

80. Paint or draw a picture of ‘Bright Eyes’ 

81 Make a pair of glasses using gingerbread 

All Young People, 14 Years and Under 

83a Design a tea towel illustrating the Flower Show (design A4 size). The winning design will be 

printed and sold at next year’s show and there will a cash prize. 

MODEL-MAKING (SCRATCH-BUILT OR FROM A KIT) 

92 A cash prize of £20 will be awarded to the young person (under 16) entering the best hand-

made model. 

A model in the context of Class 92 is a representation of a real-life object, such as a ship, a train, 

an aeroplane or a car, in any medium. Judges will be looking for accuracy, craftsmanship and 

degree of difficulty. 

94 A cash prize of £20 will be awarded to the young person (under 16) who best exercises their 

imagination to create a miniature scene (or single object). 

In Class 94 the judges will be looking for originality and creativity, again in any medium. 

The Committee are planning how the entries should be submitted, so look out for details of how to 

do this. In the meantime, everyone keep safe. 
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COVID 19 IN ENGLAND’S GREEN AND PLEASANT LAND  

 

We’ll meet again… 

I certainly hope we will all meet again on the last weekend in September at the Annual Flower 

Festival at Pett Church.  There will be confirmation and more details in the July magazine. 

some sunny day… 

And we confidently expect good weather for the Flower Festival!  

 

We’ll gather lilacs… 

There certainly won’t be lilac available to flower arrangers, 

unless a brutal second virus surge makes us postpone the 

Festival until the spring! 

and walk together down an English lane… 

By all means walk down an English lane but certainly not 

together with anyone.  Always remain alert and remember 

social distancing! And Keep right on till the end of the road 

 

There’ll be bluebirds over the white cliffs of Dover… 

There may or may not be but you must not travel to Dover to 

find out about the bluebirds nor, indeed, to check on the 

whiteness of the cliffs.  This is not an essential journey. 

 

And a nightingale sang in Berkeley Square… 

And definitely no going to London to check on the effects of 

fewer cars on the audibility of birdsong in urban areas.  

 

It’s a long way to Tipperary… 

It is, indeed, a long way and you mustn’t even think of flying to Ireland for a holiday. 

Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag… 

There is absolutely no point in packing because you are staying at home but, if you insist on some 

packing of troubles or anything else, make sure you wash your hands frequently throughout the 

process. 

 

Don’t sit under the apple tree with anyone else at all! 

Till we’re given the vaccine here! 

 

Land of Hope and Glory…mother of the free 

Unlikely at the moment but we all must do our best to make this sceptered isle set in a silver sea 

a land of HOPE! 

 

These words were written by a little known Pett Level would-be martinet bureaucrat (AH).  The 

intention was not to cause any offence when there are such terrible risks to lives and livelihoods 

but simply to induce the hint of a smile in these troubled times. 
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SMITTEN KITTEN AT THE BARBIE 

 

Juicy BeefBurgers 

 

Simple to make and taste really good.  They are freezer friendly so if you double 

up on the recipe, the remaining uncooked burgers can be frozen for up to three 

months.  Freeze them on a baking tray so their shape sets, then transfer to a 

sealable plastic bag for easy storage.  Defrost the burgers overnight in the 

refrigerator prior to serving and then cook as directed. 

 

Serves: 4 

50 g White bread, cut into 1/4in pieces 

3 x tablespoons Milk 

1 x lg clove garlic, crushed 

1  x tablespoon Worcestershire Sauce 

1 x tablespoon Tomato Ketchup 

1 x teaspoon Dijon Mustard 

500 g lean minced Beef 

3 x Spring Onions, (or ½ small onion) finely chopped 

1 x teaspoon Salt and ½ teaspoon ground black pepper 

Enough oil to brush burgers on both sides 

4 x Brioche or Hamburger buns 

 

In a large bowl, sprinkle the milk over the bread to soften then mash with a fork 

until it forms a paste. Add the salt, pepper, garlic, Worcestershire sauce, ketchup 

and mustard and mix well. 

 

Add the minced beef and spring onions and break the meat up with your hands.  

Gently mix everything together until just combined.   Divide the mixture into equal 

portions. Wet your hands in cold water and roll the portions into loose balls and 

flatten into shape.  Brush the burgers with oil. Then grill on the barbie or 

alternatively, grease a frying pan with a little oil and heat to a moderate to high 

heat. Fry burgers for 2-4 minutes. Flip burgers and continue cooking for a further 

few minutes until desired doneness is reached.  Don’t overcook.    

 

Have your toasted buns at the ready and serve with Lettuce, tomato, mayo, pickles 

or whatever takes your fancy.                                                                    Su Fleigh 
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PETT COMMUNITY LIBRARY & VIRTUAL COFFEE MORNING 

 

The Glory of the Garden – by Rudyard Kipling 

 

OUR England is a garden that is full of stately views, 

Of borders, beds and shrubberies and lawns and avenues, 

With statues on the terraces and peacocks strutting by; 

But the Glory of the Garden lies in more than meets the eye.  

 

For where the old thick laurels grow, along the thin red wall, 

You'll find the tool- and potting-sheds which are the heart of all 

The cold-frames and the hot-houses, the dung-pits and the tanks, 

The rollers, carts, and drain-pipes, with the barrows and the planks. 

 

And there you'll see the gardeners, the men and 'prentice boys 

Told off to do as they are bid and do it without noise ; 

For, except when seeds are planted and we shout to scare the birds, 

The Glory of the Garden it abideth not in words. 

 

And some can pot begonias and some can bud a rose, 

And some are hardly fit to trust with anything that grows ; 

But they can roll and trim the lawns and sift the sand and loam, 

For the Glory of the Garden occupieth all who come. 

 

Our England is a garden, and such gardens are not made 

By singing:-" Oh, how beautiful," and sitting in the shade 

While better men than we go out and start their working lives 

At grubbing weeds from gravel-paths with broken dinner-knives. 

 

There's not a pair of legs so thin, there's not a head so thick, 

There's not a hand so weak and white, nor yet a heart so sick 

But it can find some needful job that's crying to be done, 

For the Glory of the Garden glorifieth every one. 

 

Then seek your job with thankfulness and work till further orders, 

If it's only netting strawberries or killing slugs on borders; 

And when your back stops aching and your hands begin to harden, 

You will find yourself a partner In the Glory of the Garden. 

 

Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who made him sees 

That half a proper gardener's work is done upon his knees, 

So when your work is finished, you can wash your hands and pray  

For the Glory of the Garden that it may not pass away! 

And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass away !  
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MY GARDEN BLOG – GILL PLANK 

 

What wonderful weather we have been experiencing, it certainly helps to lift the mood. Spring, 

and especially May, brings so much wonder at the rebirth of nature in all its aspects. 

 

I have a pair of Great Tits nesting in a box on the side of 

my garage. They are now feeding youngsters inside – 

taking in mainly flies (interestingly not the food in the 

seed feeders which they themselves eat all winter) and 

bringing out the little white poo sacks and flying away 

with them (for anyone who is not aware of this fact, the 

adults remove all droppings from the nest to keep it clean 

but deposit it far away from the site).  

 

I can hear very faint chirpings when the food comes in. 

Unfortunately so does Mango (ginger cat) so I have had 

to put some barricade netting up to stop him accessing 

the box.  

 

My other strategy with him is to ensure he comes down the 

garden with me in the mornings to cavort around on the 

vegetable patch netting (hammocks to him) and chase flies and bees. By lunchtime he is so 

exhausted he sleeps all afternoon giving the birds respite. Incidentally the great tits have an alarm 

call (‘cat, cat, cat’) to alert the partner! 

 

Another wonderful Spring sight is the bats flying round and round my pond in the late evening, 

9 p.m. exactly as I write this. I sit and watch in wonder for about 15 minutes before they head off 

to the orchard. By the way, Mango joins me but appears not to see their fast movements in and 

out of the twilight. Bertie (big black cat) joined us last night but was only interested in sitting on 

my lap and listening to the frogs. There has been constant mega frog noise from the big lakes for 

the last few nights. 

 

I have had a green woodpecker in the garden feasting on the many ants that are around. I am 

always happy to see it. However I have heard no tapping on trees or calling so I hope there are 

several around. Swallows have been seen, as have the buzzards (being constantly mobbed by the 

rooks) and regular visits from the jays that live in the woods. 

 

Everything has turned green. The willow is in full leaf and the blossom on the fruit trees is almost 

finished. There seem to be plenty of apples and pears so far and some plums – I am still waiting 

for my baby Victoria plum to grow more. It is in its third year and trying hard whilst the elderly 

plum is valiantly producing some – most of which will undoubtedly be ruined by the plum moth! 

 

Vegetables are not doing very well, whilst we enjoy the lovely weather they are in need of more 

water. The garden really appreciated the recent day of rain and it enables me to dig parts not 

recently accessed. I now have a squash bed but unfortunately the squash seeds have not 

A Great Tit family, in a nest box. 

Photo: Juniors Bildarchiv 

GmbH/Alamy 
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germinated, and it is difficult to get replacements. I am relying on friends and neighbours to help 

out! Tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers in the greenhouse are progressing splendidly. 

 

The bee boxes are doing brilliantly. My daughter got into bees a few years ago and now I and my 

next door neighbours, who are also converts to bees, watch the busyness of the bees coming out, 

going in, fighting over the best tubes to use and using mud or leaves to make the cells in each 

tube - fascinating stuff.  

 

GARDENING CLUB – SANDY ANDREWS 

 

Today, May 14, we have reached day 45 of the garden club’s visual journal 

of the pandemic lockdown. 

 

In that time club members have contributed 271 photos including: work in 

progress; triumphs, disasters (fewer of those); colourful blooms and 

blossom; buds and bulbs; bees and butterflies; a frog and a toad; inquisitive sheep; walks through 

woodland rich with wildflowers; vegetables starting and vegetables harvested; gardens in warm 

sunshine and under cloud; a super moon and even a lost bouquet. 

 

Thanks to everyone for your words and pictures. And please keep sending them in while 

all our usual activites - talks and summer garden visits - remain suspended. 

 

If you haven’t seen the journal and would like to it is posted daily on Pett on the Net: 

https://www.pettnet.org.uk/pett-village-gardening-club-journal-of-the-pandemic-months 

 

Also, a reminder that we do have a plant sale/swop ongoing and all contributions will be 

gratefully received. 

Friday 8 May Day 40 of the garden journal - VE Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08/05/2020 

Sea Kale? A miracle by any name. Pett Level this morning. Vivien Ford 
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PETT WOMENS INSTITUTE 

 

Sorry for the lack of a report from me last month 

but sadly at the time of publication deadline I was 

preparing for surgery following a very untimely 

accident which culminated in breaking my ankle 

in three places and being admitted to Conquest 

Surgery where I spent three nights before being 

transferred home to await day surgery which 

eventually took place at Eastbourne Hospital.   

 

It was surreal to actually clap the NHS from a ward 

bed at the Conquest Hospital at 8pm one Thursday 

evening but also quite poignant.  

 

Whilst we are unable to put on our monthly meetings and events we urge our members to explore 

their exclusive member platform on the WI website and find everything they need to get the most 

out of their membership - from essential information to the latest campaigning news, updates 

from the NFWI and, of course, an extensive and regularly updated range of craft projects and 

recipes to try. 

 

For our own group though we have a vibrant WhatsApp group which has proved a great way for 

members to keep in touch, share photos and what they have been up to.  This is in addition of 

course to our own Pett WI and members only Facebook page/group and a new newsletter and by 

simply picking up the telephone to talk to people too. The power of technology has really been 

all our friends at this time!   

 

Along with many other local groups and individuals it is so heartening to see/hear of many 

examples of our members supporting each other and their communities at this time.  Many are 

putting their crafting skills to good use by crocheting/knitting and sewing for various 

organisations.  Others are shopping and doing other errands as well as ensuring to keep in touch 

with each other.   

 

VE Day also coincided with member Gillian Quick’s 80th birthday celebrations – with a visit 

from Secretary/Treasurer Jane Sweaney and committee members Sara Dann and Trish Walker – 

who brought homemade goodies and greetings from us all.  

  

During the day members took part in various socially distanced VE celebrations throughout the 

villages where they live including of course Pett, Icklesham, Fairlight, Guestling and Rye.  There 

were definitely many a WI-favourite Victoria sponge baked that day for sure!   

 

Finally, thank you to Sharon Sellens for one of her go-to cake recipes that she said was passed to 

her by Pett WI member Jane Austen from Icklesham.  
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LEMON YOGHURT CAKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your measure is a 150g yogurt pot, obviously this can be sized up by keeping the same ratio of 

ingredients. 

 

1 x pot natural yogurt 

1 x pot veg oil 

2 x pots gran sugar 

3 x pots SR flour (it works with half & half wholemeal & regular and also works with GF flour) 

3 x large eggs 

2 x lemons zested 

 

In a bowl mix the lemon zest with everything else, give it a quick bash in the mixer. 

 

Pop it in 2 x 1lb or a 1 x 2lb lined loaf tins  

 

Bake in a preheated oven @ 150°C (Mk3) for 50mins - 1hr until well risen & golden. 

While it's cooking, mix together the juice from the lemons with 1oz/25g of the sugar (I heat it to 

dissolve the sugar)  Spoon the liquid on top of the fresh out of the oven cakes and leave to cool 

in the tin.  (Freezes well.)  

 

Like most recipes I’ve tweaked this to suit my own taste by adding a little vanilla extract, half a 

teaspoon of salt and using Greek yoghurt.  One way to freeze it is to cut it into individual slices 

as that way you can take out just the odd piece when you fancy a piece!  Thanks Sharon/Jane!  

Belinda Wood  

President, Pett WI 
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PETT ON THE KNIT 

 

 

KNITTING FOR PEACE DURING  

THE CORONAVIRUS LOCKDOWN 

 

There is no excuse now! If you can knit now is the time to be knitting the squares needed for our 

Pett on the Knit project. 112 squares are needed for each dressing gown which, when all this 

madness is over, will be assembled and sent to Knit for Peace.  This organisation distributes 

regularly to over 200 outlets, including hospitals, women’s refuges, refugee drop-in centres, 

prisons, community groups, and hospices as well as to developing countries and refugee camps, 

or those living in the rubble in Syria. 

 

I’ve wool available from my home, bought with the kind donations from POPPs. I have to self-

isolate for health reasons but if you give me a ring, I can arrange for wool to be left outside my 

home in Pett Road, or have it collected by some kind dispatcher from the Rye Mutual Aid project 

en route to delivering essentials for others.  

 

PATTERN FOR SQUARES 

 

Use size 4 needles (old size 8) and Double Knitting wool 

Cast on 2 stitches 

Knit one row. 

Next row: K1, Inc 1 (by knitting into front and back of stitch) – knit to end. 

Repeat this row until work measures 12cm along straight edge (about 35 stitches approx) 

Next row: K1, K2tog, K to end. 

Repeat this row until 2 stitches left. 

K 1 row. 

K 2tog. Cast off. 

 

If you are interested then please let Heather know - and start knitting.  

 

This is something you can do while you are self-isolating. Once normal 

service has been resumed we will meet up again at the monthly Coffee 

Mornings. 

 

Heather – heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk  

07977 100 296   - 01424 251849 
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL 

 

Another month has now passed, and we find ourselves adapting to a new way 

of life.  Will it ever be the same as before?  We are so fortunate to live in this 

beautiful part of the country.  The weather has been wonderful for this time of 

year, and we have been able to sit outside in our gardens, which are looking tidier than ever 

before. 

 

We had great plans for Easter and VE Day celebrations at the Club.  Unfortunately, they could 

not happen.  But it was great to see so many villagers celebrating, social distancing, with their 

neighbours.  True community spirit. 

 

Our Monday night Quiz continues to be a hit online.  Matt has many more sets of questions to 

keep the brain cells working.  Details of how to join in can be found on our website.   

 

On a sadder note, we have seen the passing of two of our long-time members, Alan Kemp and 

Lou Parsons.  They will be greatly missed. 

 

We note that there are now rumours circulating the village, after the report in the Observer a 

couple of weeks ago, that the Club is going to be knocked down and rebuilt, without any 

consultation with members!!  We would like to re-assure everyone that this is not the case and 

would stress that the planning application is “outline” only, and which would allow any 

significant changes to be made if we should wish to take this matter further.  The only reason for 

this submission was a pending change in planning regulations which would make such a future 

application extremely difficult.  If the application is successful, it buys time (another two years) 

to consider all our options.  We have always stressed that any future decision on the Club would 

be down to the members - this remains the case.  We have tried to keep members informed on 

this matter by email (provided we have the correct email address) and by posting updates on the 

website.  Hopefully, this makes the matter clearer.  In these times there does not appear to be so 

much to report and this seems to have drawn special attention in the Observer, although somewhat 

misleading. 

 

The Club is being looked after during this period of lockdown – line cleaning, fridges, freezers 

and other equipment cleaned and routine checks to make sure all will be ready when we are 

allowed to reopen.  Indeed, the Committee is developing plans for the day that the Club is 

permitted to open. It is so sad to see so many businesses closed.  Some are trying new ways to 

survive and hopefully we are all supporting our local businesses in these strange times. 

 

We are very grateful to members who have renewed their memberships.  If you haven’t renewed 

yet please email the Club for information on how to do this. 

 

We hope the sun will still be shining when we are allowed to reopen.  

KEEP CALM AND TAKE CARE. 

 

The Committee    info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk     www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk 
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD - CHAIR 

 

There is so much information available on the covid-19 virus and related topics 

that there is nothing I can add, except to say that Pett still seems to have been 

spared. Nevertheless, people are generally respecting social distancing, while 

some are completely self-isolating. The village seems quiet, but there are a lot 

of walkers, runners and cyclists as people take their exercise. Let’s hope that it is possible for the 

lockdown rules to continue to be relaxed over the coming weeks. 

 

And the parish council has held another virtual meeting. The delegation of authority to the Clerk, 

in consultation with the chair and vice-chair, was extended, while several planning applications 

were discussed, including the application to rebuild the Beach Club on two levels on half its 

present site, with a new house on the other half. While this is only an outline application, so that 

much of the detail is not included, there are a few concerns, such as vehicle access, the closeness 

of the building line to the sea wall, possible overlooking problems and, what is always an issue 

where there is no mains drainage, the disposal of sewage. The council is sending in a comment. 

Other applications can be seen on the planning portal (https://www.rother.gov.uk/planning-and-

building-control/viewing-applications-decisions-and-appeals-online/). Councillors were also 

concerned about the lack of pink notices but were reassured by District Councillor Bird that no 

significant applications would be considered until pink notices can be displayed and residents 

have the chance to comment. 

 

The council also agreed to the Bowls Club adding a fence within its boundary to prevent leaves 

blowing across the green and to provide additional security. The other topic discussed was the 

public consultation put out by East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service, who are proposing changes 

to the service. These are opposed by the Fire Brigades Union. You can make up your mind for 

yourself as the questions have been posted on Pettnet, although the document is quite technical. 

 

Local volunteers, through Rye Mutual Aid, continue to help those who cannot get out themselves. 

I would again like to thank the volunteers and all involved for what they are doing. And, of 

course, we have to thank those who continue to work, often in potentially risky situations, 

particularly within the NHS and care homes. The Thursday evening clapping session has now 

taken place over several weeks for people to show their appreciation. 

 

That’s the good side. On the not-so-good side, there are still those who are lighting bonfires 

during the day. While the smoke is unpleasant for everyone, it can be much more serious for 

anyone with asthma or other breathing condition. So please don’t do it! And, speaking of 

antisocial habits, please bag your dog’s excreta and take it home or put it in a bin. 

 

And, finally, a well known politician, whom I will not name, of a party which I will not name, 

was seen on television suggesting that illegal immigrants are landing en masse at Pett Level and 

even transferring their boats onto trailers at the rescue boat launch ramp – without, of course, 

being heard by those living nearby! Some people have very vivid imaginations! 
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NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY 

 

What’s the connection between billiard tables and our garden? It’s not the lawn – it will never be 

that flat!  The connection is teasels.  Teasels are still used today to raise the nap on cloth.  Yes, 

there is a man-made alternative, but for the finest cloth, such as that for the green baize on billiard 

tables or felt hats, only teasels will do.   

 

Strictly speaking, the teasels in our garden are wild teasels – 

Dipsacus fullonum – not the fuller’s teasel Dipsacus sativa, 

used to finish cloth.  There seems to be some disagreement in 

the sources I’ve seen as to whether the two are different species 

or just subspecies.  Maybe evolution hasn’t made her mind up 

yet.   The wild teasel is a striking and architectural plant that 

can easily grow to 7 or more feet tall.  It is a very spiky plant 

having spines on the stem and back of the vibrant green leaves 

and the flower head itself comprises spiky bracts.  The flower 

heads when they develop are one of nature’s masterpieces, 

even before the individual florets develop.  When the purple-

blue florets develop in a ring around the flower heads, it only 

adds to their charm.  At this stage it is attended by short-

tongued bumblebees such as the buff-tailed bumblebee who are 

oblivious to the spikiness and care only for the rich nectar 

source.  Later when the bumblebees have done their work and 

the flower heads have dried to a pale brown, it is the turn of the 

goldfinches whose sharp beaks can pluck the seeds from 

between the spikes to keep them going in winter. 

 

The teasel is not friendly to all wildlife, however.  The 

long spiky leaves wrap around the stem at their base and 

form a cup in which rainwater collects.  In this rainwater 

there will often be dead insects.  It is not clear what 

attracts insects to these pools, but a recent (2011) 

experiment has proved, that by adding dead insects to the 

pools, the seed set improves if not the height of the plant.  

This shows that, like the pitcher plants of tropical jungles, 

the plant gains some nourishment and is thus partly 

carnivorous.  The water, despite its effect on insects, has 

long been thought to have rejuvenating powers for 

humans and has been used for conditions ranging from 

itchy eyes to freckles.   

 

 

A quick trawl of the internet reveals that various parts of the plant can be used in Chinese 

medicine, and has dubious claimed benefits for osteoporosis and Lyme’s disease!  (Don’t try this 

at home). 
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Even before the flower spikes develop, the colour and shape of the leaves is enough to identify 

the plant as I ride through Rye Harbour Nature Reserve on my bike.  For those not familiar with 

the plant however, it may be better if somebody chalked the name of the plant on the pavement 

next to it.  This pastime of chalking the names of plants next to them has swept France in recent 

months.  Its purpose is to connect people to nature, to make them stop and take an interest and to 

educate them.  This is not France, however, and chalking on pavements is illegal in the UK, 

which means that playing hopscotch and those wonderful pavement artists are risking fines of up 

to £2,500.  Really? 

 

Have you heard a cuckoo yet?  There’s been at least one calling from the woods along Pannel 

Lane, and we have had a few cuckoo flowers (lady’s smock) which herald their arrival, pop up 

in the garden.  The house martins are showing an interest in nesting at the front and back of the 

house, though so far, we have seen relatively few swallows for the time of year.  Spring is 

happening now, so should your teasel water balm fail to work, don’t forget the soothing power 

of nature. 
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REED WARBLERS AND SEDGE WARBLERS BY MICHAEL BLENCOWE 

OF THE SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST 

 

I Bless the Rains Down in Africa 

It’s amazing how a song can transport you someplace else. I can’t hear ‘Africa’ by American 

soft-rockers Toto without drifting back 35 years to a school disco in Plymouth. Right now I’m 

sat by a Sussex reedbed listening to two songs simultaneously pouring from deep in the reeds. 

These songs also take me back to my childhood and Saturday mornings spent birdwatching 

beside similar reedbeds in South Devon.  

 

These summer singers are two small brown birds; the Reed Warbler and the Sedge Warbler and 

their songs make me feel strangely nostalgic for a place I have never been; Ghana, where these 

warblers will have spent the winter before returning to Sussex each spring. Reed Warblers are 

rather plain whereas Sedge Warblers sport a streaky back and stripy head with a heavy ‘eyebrow’ 

that fixes them with a permanently intense expression.  But these identification features aren’t 

important because you’ll rarely see these secretive birds. But, boy, will you hear them! Because 

when they start singing, they just can’t stop.  

 

The Reed Warbler’s song is a loud, repetitive 

stuttering chatter of jumbled phrases that just just 

doesn’t just doesn’t seem to just just just just doesn’t 

just doesn’t seem to seem to go anywhere. It sounds 

like one of those warehouse-sized 1950’s computers 

churning out data. The Sedge Warbler’s song is 

similar but much more energetic and erratic with 

added harsh ‘churrrs’ and whistles giving the overall 

impression that it urgently needs a straitjacket and 

heavy medication.     

 

These complex songs have a simple message; ‘Hey ladies, my territory is so rich in insects that I 

don’t have to spend much time hunting for my food; I can waste my time just singing’. It’s the 

loudest, longest, craziest song that will seduce a feathered female. Sedge Warblers raise their 

family in a no-thrills nest low in vegetation, but the Reed Warbler weaves an incredible deep 

hammock lashed together with spider silk between the stiff stems of the tall reeds. The whole 

cradle will rock as the reeds bow in the breeze.  

 

In August, after raising their families, their warbler thoughts drift back to Africa where drums 

echo and wild dogs cry out in the night. The warblers will gorge themselves with aphids and, 

with a fat belly full of fuel, take off from Sussex and head over Iberia, North Africa and the wide 

Sahara to Ghana; a 3000 mile journey. I always imagine a Ghanaian naturalist pausing 

momentarily each autumn to observe these returning visitors. Do his thoughts drift to the Sussex 

riverside where they spent the summer? When the rains return to Africa in the spring they will 

summon the insect food that will again power their tiny warbler wings back to England to add to 

my Sussex summer soundtrack.  

The picture of a Sedge Warbler above is copyright Nicholas Watts, Sussex Wildlife Trust. 
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT  

 

 

Somehow in this very strange year, we’ve already reached June! 

Pett’s looking beautiful in the sunshine and, as ever, the volunteers 

at Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat hope our friends at Pett 

Level and Pett village are keeping safe and well.  

 

With Summer officially here, and tweaks to the lockdown allowing 

people out and about, we remain in full service along the coastline between Fairlight and Camber, 

just as we have throughout the lockdown period. We’re thankful that the gradual lifting of 

restrictions means we’re able to meet up in small socially-distanced groups to carry out some of 

our other activities, such as maintenance to our vehicles and equipment, plus aspects of our 

committee, training and fundraising work. 

 

Despite being restricted in our activities over the last three months, our volunteers have been 

quietly - and individually - supporting other community causes where we can:  

● Three crew / committee members joined Rye Mutual Aid, supporting residents in their 

local areas across Pett, Fairlight, Winchelsea and Winchelsea Beach, delivering 

medication and shopping. 

● One crew volunteer is now part of Team Rubicon UK’s Op-Re:Act project, and 

Volunteer Riders UK. For this, he’s been deployed as part of a bike-based relay 

transporting medical essentials such as scrubs across the UK. 

● Three members have also volunteered with the NHS Volunteer Responders. 

 

Where our own work is concerned, all future plans remain provisional. Our postponed AGM and 

Open Day await new dates and 2020’s 50th Anniversary celebrations are also stalled until further 

guidance is received from the government in respect of gatherings. After all, as a rescue charity 

our priority is safety, so this celebration is now very much in the ‘watch this space’ category and 

won’t happen until it’s safe to do so. 

 

Speaking of safety, just a quick last word. As restrictions on exercising and being outdoors started 

lifting last month, we’ve quickly seen activities such as swimming, kayaking and kite-surfing 

increasing. Since then, our volunteers have been summoned to the boathouse on separate 

occasions mainly relating to concerns about kayakers potentially in danger due to high winds. 

Thankfully, all’s been well but it’s a reminder that although we’re here to help, prevention is the 

biggest life-saver. So, although eagerness to be ‘out there’ is entirely understandable, remember 

to take a moment to check tide times, weather and particularly wind information before visiting 

the beach or exercising on the water, as this small action can be vital for staying safe. 

 

So, please take care and stay beach aware, and stay in touch through our website at 

https://plirb.com or our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue and Facebook 

@PettLevelRescueBoat. And stay well too! 
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CHURCH NEWS – MERIEL DEASY 

 

The church will remain closed for the foreseeable future. Meanwhile, I am suggesting some 

alternative sources of worship. 

 

- Sunday worship; 08:00 a.m. on BBC Local Radio 

- Sunday worship: 08:10 a.m. on BBC Radio 4 

- Sunday worship: 10:45 a.m. on BBC 1 

- Songs of Praise: 1:15   p.m. on BBC 1 

 

Also see Richard’s Ruminations for the daily and weekly support that Richard is giving from 

Fairlight. 

 

And finally HAPPY BIRTHDAY RICHARD! 

 

Thank you for all you are doing to keep worship active in our parishes. 

 

I am sure that you will join me in celebrating Richard’s birthday on Sunday 2nd June. 

 

 

 

Are you in need of some daily 

hope during this lockdown?

We have a new FREE telephone 

line for you to ring to hear 

comforting hymns, daily prayers 
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RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS - THE RECTOR, RICHARD BARRON 

 

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE?   

 

My guess is, by now we have all got an idea of what we are missing; things like being able to 

visit particular people, give or receive a hug, go on holiday, get married, celebrate a special event, 

go shopping without having to think about social distancing. We are beginning to appreciate the 

life we had and wondering if it will ever be the same again. No doubt we have wondered what 

hope there is for the future, and what future there is for our children and grandchildren? Life is 

different and will be for some time to come. None of us could have anticipated how quickly our 

lives could change and how insecure life could become. Yet there is hope.  

 

First, there is the hope offered by a vaccine. It is not a total cure, but it will offer some protection 

and the beginning of a return to what used to be normality. 

 

Second, there is the hope offered by God. People of faith know that God is greater than this virus 

and He has the power to provide a total solution. The question is, do we have the faith and the 

humility to ask Him? My call to all people is to ask you to pray from 10.30 – 10.45am on a 

Sunday morning, for God to reveal His solution to this pandemic. What we need is a 

worldwide solution, so will you join the call to prayer? 

 

Third, there is the hope of heaven. Jesus said, In my Father’s house (ie heaven) there is plenty 

of room. If it were not so I would have told you. We have it on Jesus’ authority that there is life 

after this life and Jesus is not a liar. Elsewhere in the bible we are told that heaven is perfect, 

there will be no more tears, sickness, war, death, or sadness. This is what Jesus is preparing for 

us and this is what He wants us to prepare for.  

 

So is there hope for the future? Yes, absolutely! Pray for those developing the vaccine.  

Pray also for God to reveal His solution, but let’s never lose sight of the fact that what we’re 

really looking for will only be fulfilled in the life to come. That’s why Jesus said, store up your 

treasure in heaven where moth & rust will not destroy and thieves will not steal.   

 

Stay safe.  Richard 

 

 

Further information and support available from the churches of Fairlight and Pett. 

 

A Daily Message with information, prayers, encouragement and humour is available by email 

Monday to Friday. 

A Newsheet available each Saturday 

A Sunday Service outline available each Sunday 

The Sunday Sermon is available on the benefice website  www.fairlightandpett.com 

Phone a friend available anytime 

 

To receive any of these, please email admin@fairlightandpett.com  or phone 01424 812799 
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