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The new police powers 
  

New public health regulationsExternal Link have been put in place to strengthen 

the powers the police have to reduce the spread of the virus.  

  

https://rothernhw.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6002d72728504e16da33e277&id=aa827d4301&e=71d8cb9734
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Individuals will only be allowed to leave their home for the following very limited 

purposes: 

  
• shopping for basic necessities, for example food and 

medicine, which must be as infrequent as possible 
• going out for one form of exercise a day, for example a 

run, walk, or cycle - alone or with members of your 
household 

• any medical need, or to provide care or to help a 

vulnerable person 
• travelling to and from work, but only where you cannot 

work from home 

Participating in gatherings of more than two people in public spaces is also not 

permitted except in very limited circumstances, for example, where it is for 

essential work purposes. 

To ensure people stay at home and avoid non-essential travel, if members of the 

public do not comply the police may: 

• instruct them to go home, leave an area or disperse 
• ensure parents are taking necessary steps to stop their 

children breaking these rules 
• issue a fixed penalty notice of £60, which will be 

lowered to £30 if paid within 14 days 
• issue a fixed penalty notice of £120 for second time 

offenders, doubling on each further repeat offence 

Individuals who do not pay a fixed penalty notice under the regulations could be 

taken to court, with magistrates able to impose unlimited fines. 

If an individual continues to refuse to comply, they will be acting unlawfully, and 

the police may arrest them where deemed proportionate and necessary. 

We're following 'The 4 E's': Engage. Explain. Encourage. Enforce.  

We will, in the first instance, try to engage with someone who appears to be 

contravening the guidance and explain why and how they might want to adjust 

their behaviour to reduce the risk to public safety and health. 

  

  



 

 Edward Kemp. 

Chairman & Police Volunteer. 

Rother Neighbourhood Watch. 

Mobile:  07983 619622 Email:chairman@rothernhw.co.uk. 

Website:  http://www.rothernhw.co.uk/ 

Facebook: Rother Neighbourhood Watch Association. 
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