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Dear Readers 
 
This is a somewhat unusual edition of the magazine, as regretfully we are unable to distribute 
printed copy. If any reader who has the facility to print knows of someone in Pett or Pett Level, 
perhaps a friend or neighbour, who would benefit from a printed copy then perhaps you could 
consider printing all or part of the magazine for them (I have placed the adverts in the back to 
make it easier just to print off local news and views). If you are unable to print, then please email 
magazine@pettnet.org.uk or post a request on the Pett & Pett Level Community Facebook page. 
It may be possible to find someone who does have access to a printer. 
 
One thing that has become apparent in recent weeks is how much the community is coming 
together to support each other, as more people take advantage of social media to communicate. 
The use of Facebook, WhatsApp and Zoom is becoming ubiquitous, with regular activities such 
as the Virtual Coffee Morning, New Beach Club Quiz Night and the Gardening Club Blog. It 
helps to keep people connected and to maintain a sense of normality. Also, many of our 
community have signed up to the Pett Mutual Aid Group. Whilst demand is slow at present the 
group is there for us if things get worse (contact details are on the back page of this magazine, 
repeated on page 36 if you do not want to print off the adverts). 
 
Something else that has also become apparent is the increased frustration that people have 
regarding nuisances such as noise from machinery or motorbikes, dogs off leashes, or smoke 
from bonfires (which is now actively discouraged not only by our local councils but also by the 
East Sussex Fire & rescue Service). A friend reports that his daughter’s scooter ran over dog 
faeces when out for a walk – this is disgraceful at the best of times, let alone now. As we stay 
under lock-down we become more aware of these nuisances. We all have a responsibility to 
consider the people around us and the impact that our activities may have on them. 
 
And just a note on our local shops. While we get annoyed at the wait queues for on-line 
supermarket shopping, or are uncomfortable walking around Aldi or Morrisons, let’s not forget 
the value of our local shops. They provide a tremendous service and if anything this period of 
lock-down may help us to value them more than ever. 
 
In this edition, amongst many other items, we can read about: Andrew Blackman, the new High 
Sheriff of East Sussex; the innovative Isolation Mobile Library Service provided by Anne Lander 
and the Community Library Team; the Zoom Parish Council meeting; a request for POPP 
volunteers; a competition to design a postcard for the Pett Level Preservation Trust; the Virtual 
Coffee Morning; the Gardening Club Blog; a recipe for Asparagus with Futtuccine and Smoked 
Bacon; an appeal for funds to save Pett Church; Pett on the Knit; plans for Pett Flower Show; 
and a Cottage at the Seaside. 

And finally, I am indebted to Koko and Captain 
who have provided the rainbow for this month’s 
front cover, and also to Gabriel and Mika for the 
rainbows on this month’s back cover. 
                  Best wishes 
 

Gabriel                                   Mika 
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Dear Editor 
 
Koko, with her brother Captain, drew the picture on the cover of the magazine.  
 
Koko has a metabolic disorder and is on the shielding list. This means that we need to keep 
indoors and have minimal contact with the outside world. We have been indoors for a long time 
now, but we have enjoyed watching the lambs arrive in the fields behind our house. 
 
We have the NHS to thank for Koko’s continued health care and so we love to hear the faint 
sound of clapping on Thursday night coming from the village. 
 
I do hope everyone in the village is doing well and staying safe. 
 

With best wishes, Julia Lloyd-Dyke 
 
Dear Editor 
 
I have lived on Friars Hill for 42 years having been born only 1 mile away in Ore Village.  
 
Having picked up the  Pett magazine in the wonderful recently reopened butchers shop I read 
with interest the letter from Doug Goldsmith. Although not being a member of the 1960’s youth 
club and therefore not in the photograph I realise that Doug’s Grandmother was my Grandmother, 
Winifred Mitchell’s sister! To my knowledge we have never met but I do remember my Great 
Aunt Dot and hearing of her son “Ernie” Goldsmith who my Auntie Pam, now in her late 80’s, 
assures me was one and the same man as “Joe.”  
 
How strange that I should pick up that particular issue! I’m not aware that you are in touch with 
anyone from my branch of the family Doug so I have, via the editor, forwarded my email address 
and would love to hear from you. 
 

Warm wishes, Linda Willard 
 
 
Dear Editor 
 
We at Tic Tic are so sad that we had to close, however everyone’s health 
is the most important thing right now. We miss seeing everyone so much and can’t wait to be 
open and busier than ever soon. Stay safe everyone. 
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With love the Tic Toc girls x 
Dear Editor 
 
Can you please pass on our grateful thanks to all those concerned with the publishing and delivery 
of our Pett magazine, especially during this particularly difficult time.     
 

Best Wishes, Bob and Rosemary Bond 
 
Dear Editor 

New 'ISOLATION' MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE. 
 
Anne Lander has offered, as part of her normal exercise activity biking around the village, to 
deliver library books to anyone who might like to continue borrowing from the Community 
Library while we are closed.  
 
Please contact Anne by email or mobile and she will pass on to you the list of books we hold and 
from which you may choose. Anne will then come your way on her regular bike ride to drop off 
the books.  
 
To contact Anne: freshwindscamping@gmail.com or 07517 488576 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Editor 
 
As someone who has been self-isolating, for health reasons, within our house and garden since 
March 17th, may I say a big thank you to Tim Rothwell for maintaining the Pett & Pett Level 
Community Group (to give it its new name) on Facebook and for keeping us so well-informed 
during the surreal situation we all find ourselves at present. Tim gently monitors the page with 
humour and an adroit touch, ensuring moderation from all sides. The page has recently achieved 
400 members. 
 
Pett has never seemed more lovely during this lockdown period: so very peaceful, with birdsong 
and spring flowers, no speeding traffic or parking issues, and most people being considerate and 
friendly to each other. In some ways a step back in time, but thank God for some modern advances 
in technology, including Zoom, WhatsApp and Facebook, without which life would be much 
more isolated. 
 
Thanks, Tim, for keeping us together. 
 

Heather Godwin 
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Dear Editor 

SPRINGTIME 
 
Springtime is the season of Annual Meetings of charities and clubs and societies…and the church.  
In these social distancing times we had to postpone our Annual Parochial Church Meeting in 
April.  We have not yet fixed a later date but all the reports about Pett Church in 2019 are ready 
and, if you would like to read them, contact me and I will Email you a copy. We also had to 
postpone our Churchyard Clear-Up day and we will rearrange it when we can. 
 

SAYING GOODBYE 
 
There seem to be an awful lot of leaflets at the moment about funeral plans.  They arrive with the 
post or inside newspapers.  It seems a bit tactless in these anxious times and also rather 
inappropriate since we cannot have funeral services.  
 
I am sure most people don’t need reminding that the bereaved can hold a memorial service in the 
church at a much later date but I just want to flag up that possibility.  In some ways a memorial 
service can be more comforting than a funeral.  Of course, sorrow doesn’t stop but at least the 
immediate anguish and confusion is less.  And you have more control over the content of the 
service.  Guests come in order to honour and pay tribute to the deceased and there is no need for 
a coffin in order to be able to do this. 

Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden 
01424 812705/07976 389635 

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Winners for March are 

1st Jan Tomalin 

2nd Carol Pecorini 

3rd Jeanette Barden 
 

 

  

Draw Date 1st April 2020 
 

 

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693 



6 
 

 
Dear Editor 
 

PICK YOUR OWN POTATOES AT LUNSFORD FARM 
 
We held this successful community event on the 25th March.  Thank you to all who attended and 
for keeping to the social distancing rules.  This one off PYO was held earlier in the crisis when 
shops were stripped bare, pasta was scarce, and people were constantly calling us desperate for 
potatoes.  After six months of rain we'd been unable to harvest at all and the fine weather meant 
we could finally help.  One slight problem - Andrew and his team were busy preparing for 
lambing and had no time to harvest and sort them.  Therefore, the only way to get the spuds out 
would be for Andrew to lift them first thing and people to pick their own. 
 
With very little time to prepare, Rye Mutual Aid and the Pett and Pett Level Community 
Facebook pages spread the word for us, and we heard that a notice was placed in Rye Town Hall 
and it also made it into the Observer - thank you to whoever placed those notices. Channel 4 
even got in touch!  
 
We've been contacted since by local people who were not aware of the event, so sorry if you 
missed out.  We picked as many spares as we could, but these have now sold and our farm shop 
is currently closed.  We kept a rough count and estimate approx. 95 people attended, many of 
whom filled bags for friends and neighbours so quite a large number of people benefited.  This 
number includes one or two families who attended the next day in pre-booked self-isolation slots.  
All in all, Andrew estimates you all picked up about 1.25 tonnes of potatoes! 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped on the day, we could not have helped the community 
in this way without you.  From the feedback received, we know how grateful people were.  This 
was a not for profit event, as the nominal charge for a 'bag for life' full of spuds was to help meet 
costs only.  Finally, thank you to Sussex Police for their advice on the organisation of this event. 
 

Stay safe everyone, 
From Caroline and everyone at the farm 
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PETT LEVEL PRESERVATION TRUST 
 

DESIGN OUR  
PETT LEVEL POSTCARD 2020 - 

Children’s Art Competition 
 
 

NEW delivery address for entries 
 
What is special about Pett Level? Games on the beach? Fossil hunting at Cliff end? Our fantastic 
wild birds? 
 
If you can think of anyone under 16 who might be looking for something to do over the next few 
weeks, why not get them to capture their favourite thing about Pett Level as a drawing, a painting, 
a collage – anything they like – and enter our competition. Its free to enter and the winning picture 
will be turned into a postcard which will be available for sale in the village over the summer.  
 
FREE entry 
 
Competition Deadline: Saturday 23rd May 2020. Winner announced on Monday 25th May 
 
Prize: £30 voucher and a framed copy of the postcard once printed 
 
Download entry forms from: 

www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org 
www.pettnet.org.uk 

 
Drop completed entries off at the box on the driveway of: 
1, Woodside (5 houses up from the 2 Sawyers towards Hastings) 
Pett Road 
Pett 
TN35 4HB 
 
All proceeds go to The Pett Level Preservation Trust, a small group of volunteers who protect 24 
acres of Pett Level land as a haven for wildlife and simply for people to enjoy. 
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RAMBLINGS OF AN OLD EX LEVELLER. – BRIAN ROBERTS 
 
We discovered Pett Level and the locality when we had several holidays there in the nineteen 
eighties renting “Eminter” (now one of the big new houses). It was advertised for rent in “The 
Lady” magazine. 
 
Visiting, one dog walking day, we were delighted to see No.2 Old Coastguard Cottages for sale. 
Having been Townies with a yearning for village life we went for it and were delighted to have 
our offer accepted. 
 
It was a dream come true, a seaside village with pub, club, shop, church, lifeboat, sort of castle, 
wonderful beach and inland walks. 
 
Our local information was gleaned from people who had been 
around a long time. Particularly from Ken Cooke, over a five-
bar gate. Lawrie Cooke, round at Granny's cottage and Lou 
Parsons, usually round about the slipway or the Smuggler. Lots 
of fascinating history about this wonderful area (most of it 
true).Lou was born in one of the coastguard cottages and the sea 
wall will not be the same without seeing him gazing out to sea, 
having a fag and chatting to anybody willing to listen (there 
were many). 
 
Lots of other interesting people in the area, too many to list here 
but all part of the life of this unique area. Unfortunately rapidly 
changing but still magic. 
 
PS. Strangely I never saw Lawrie, Ken and Lou together. Perhaps that is another story? 
 

------ 
Sadly Brian passed away after he had sent his ‘ramblings’ to the magazine. Lesley and I shall 
miss him as I am sure will many of our community. Mike Wilkins 
 
From Barry Yates (Sussex Wildlife Trust's Manager at Rye Harbour Nature Reserve),  
“Brian was such a lovely man and he volunteered at Rye Harbour Nature Reserve every Tuesday 
morning in our information centre for many years. There he cheerfully welcomed visitors in his 
usual friendly manner. Brian will be dearly missed, and our thoughts are with Pat.” 
 
From Barbara & David Martin, 
“He and Pat were the best neighbours anyone could have wished for. We missed them dreadfully 
when they moved to Rye. Brian was always such a gentleman in every sense of the word and our 
love goes out to Pat at this sad time. They have both done so much for Pett and Pett Level over 
the years.” 
 
“A gentle soul who epitomised community spirit. He would always make time to stop and talk.” 
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HIGH SHERIFF OF EAST SUSSEX 
 
 
I'm Andrew Blackman, and for the current year (March - March) I am 
High Sheriff of East Sussex. In the thousand year history of Sheriffs in 
Sussex I feel I am on safe ground when I state that 2020 was the first year 
to see the High Sheriff sworn in online via Zoom!  
 
The post of Sheriff is a Saxon one, and the oldest secular position in the country after the 
monarchy. It was one of the few official roles to survive the Norman Conquest, and the first 
Sussex Sheriff whose name we know was Gislebertus in 1086. In East Sussex the High Sheriff 
traditionally makes his or her Declaration of Office at Lewes Crown Court in front of a High 
Court Judge, but on 27th March this year that was clearly not possible. So it was that the Lord-
Lieutenant, Chief Constable, Resident Judge, outgoing and incoming High Sheriffs, an East 
Sussex JP, the High Sheriff’s Chaplain and the Undersheriff gathered at noon on that Friday in 
March to make online shrieval history. 
 
I live in the Parish of St Andrew, Fairlight in Hastings Country Park and some of you will know 
me as a member of the PCC at St Mary and St Peter, Pett. As High Sheriff of East Sussex for the 
coming twelve months I am Her Majesty the Queen’s representative in the county for all matters 
relating to the Judiciary and the maintenance of law and order. In days gone by that would have 
meant raising militias, ensuring the safety of justices of assize, collecting taxes due to the Crown 
and attending all executions. Mercifully most of these historic duties are now invested in others 
- the Chief Constable, Inland Revenue, Courts, Undersheriff, etc. - though I am still responsible 
for the proclamation of a new Sovereign. I am also the chief returning officer for the county, 
though praying very sincerely that we are spared another election during my term of office!  
 
My duties are now largely ceremonial - I am expected to attend any royal visits to East Sussex, 
Brighton & Hove during my year, and would always offer hospitality to any High Court Judge 
sitting in the county. Beyond that, quite a large part of my time will be spent supporting the Police 
and the other emergency services, Fire and Ambulance, through visits to stations, trips out on 
patrol, and attending awards ceremonies. Perhaps the major part of a High Sheriff’s role these 
days is to encourage, highlight and recognise the work of charities and the voluntary sector across 
the board, but particularly where their work relates to crime prevention, youth offenders and 
reoffending after prison.  
 
In a normal year I would now be out and about on most days visiting groups, meeting people, 
seeing the extraordinary things that they do in our communities and thanking them on behalf of 
the county - of course that is not possible at the moment and I am spending a lot of time on email, 
Zoom, Skype and the phone! But I very much hope that we will all be able to move around a bit 
more freely in a month or two’s time, at which point I look forward to meeting as many of you 
as possible and hearing your stories of this extraordinary time, and the ways in which our 
community came together in the face of adversity. 
 
highsheriff2020@gmail.com 
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PETT COMMUNITY LIBRARY & VIRTUAL COFFEE MORNING 
 
It is challenging to write about something that didn't happen. Or did it?  
 
Thanks to Anne, Tim and Fran we had a Virtual Coffee Morning and 
have really enjoyed your pictures. Didn't notice too much reading going 
on!!! But plenty of coffee breaks happening in between all the baking, 
making and gardening. Lots of gardening - have you checked out the 
Garden Club's new Photo Journal on Pett on the Net, which might keep 
you inspired and entertained? 
 
Do you have a favourite gardening book? Something modern and trendy, or that good old standby 
that has been in use for years? My modern (well, 1997  ) is Cultivating Sacred Space by Elizabeth 
Murray; my go-to is my falling-apart Reader's Digest Illustrated Guide to Gardening, which was 
a wedding present more years ago than I will admit to. (Neither of these is actually available to 
borrow.) Share your best gardening books when you send in your pictures for what is likely to 
be our next Virtual Coffee Morning and Community Library on 6th May.  
 
Poetry is also a great source of joy – I always think of Robert Browning’s “Oh, to be in England, 
now that April’s there” at this time of year. A poem that I’ve never come across before, which 
Carol Ann Duffy (ex-Poet Laureate) has chosen as the first of a series by living poets to ease 
“lockdown”, is “Adult Fiction” by Ian McMillan. It is a wonderful evocation of Library visiting 
in previous days and, Carol Ann Duffy says, reminds us of what we lose each time a library is 
closed. 
 
However, although, for us, the libraries are closed at the moment, they will re-open, and East 
Sussex Library Service is still operating, if you are experienced in the digital world. They offer 
both e-books and audio books and are still allowing people to “join up”  
 
Go to: https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/ 
Under "Digital Library" select "Join the library online" 
Read the Terms and Conditions and click on "I Accept" 
Fill in personal details, including a 4-digit PIN of your choosing. 
Click on "Continue" and a temporary Access Code will be issued - make a note of this. Log on 
using your PIN and this code and away you go. 
 
In a few days a proper library card number will be e-mailed to you. 
 
And if you have a friend or neighbour who needs reminding of the Coffee Morning, or who is 
not on-line, do find a way of including them, whilst keeping your distance, as Heather did with 
Christine. Stay safe. We miss you all. 

Anna and Vivien 
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ADULT FICTION by Ian McMillan 
I always loved libraries, the quiet of them, 
The smell of the plastic covers and the paper 
And the tables and the silence of them, 
The silence of them that if you listened wasn’t silence, 
It was the murmur of stories held for years on shelves 
And the soft clicking of the date stamp, 
The soft clickety-clicking of the date stamp. 
 
I used to go down to our little library on a Friday night 
In late summer, just as autumn was thinking about 
Turning up, and the light outside would be the colour 
Of an Everyman cover and the lights in the library 
Would be soft as anything, and I’d sit at a table 
And flick through a book and fall in love 
With the turning of the leaves, the turning of the leaves. 
 
And then at seven o’clock Mrs Dove would say 
In a voice that wasn’t too loud so it wouldn’t 
Disturb the books “Seven o’clock please …” 
And as I was the only one in the library’s late summer rooms 
I would be the only one to stand up and close my book 
And put it back on the shelf with a sound like a kiss, 
Back on the shelf with a sound like a kiss. 
 
And I’d go out of the library and Mrs Dove would stand 
For a moment silhouetted by the Adult Fiction, 
And then she would turn the light off and lock the door 
And go to her little car and drive off into the night 
That was slowly turning the colour of ink and I would stand 
For two minutes and then I’d walk over to the dark library 
And just stand in front of the dark library. 
 
From Talking Myself Home, published by John Murray, 2008 
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GARDENING CLUB – SANDY ANDREWS 
 
As things stand all garden club meetings have been cancelled until 
September. The National Garden Scheme says all gardens are closed as 
are the venues planned for the summer visits. As we cannot meet, we are 
keeping in touch by means of an online visual journal, to which many of 
you have already contributed - thank you. 
 
So for anyone who may have missed the original call for contributions, in the spirit of 
connectivity and in celebration of our shared love of gardens, we invite you to send us your  
photos. Anything from early blossom, a cherished bloom, or a favourite tree, to the weeds that 
have successfully multiplied over winter and have invaded your best bed! 
 
You might photo a view of your garden or the view from your garden; a misty morning; raindrops 
on leaves. Perhaps you’re lucky enough to have a slowworm on your compost heap; bees; 
butterflies; birds; those pesky rabbits, snap them and share. Seedlings in your greenhouse; a tidy 
shed; a row of pots; a chaotic corner; a favourite implement; even pests and diseases are 
photogenic. Add a sentence or two - which could be a question - and we’ll have compiled a 
fascinating journal that documents the changes happening each week as the seasons progress. 
 
As well as the journal appearing each day on Pett on the Net, we also plan to share the photos 
over a glass of wine at a member’s evening later in the year, once it is safe to do so. Anyone who 
is taking the opportunity to draw or paint pictures of their plants and gardens will be welcome to 
show them at the same time. 
    
In the meantime, stay safe and carry on gardening! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the on-line garden journal for the 14th April 2020; ‘A Garden Medley’ by Carol Gearing 
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MY GARDEN BLOG – GILL PLANK 
 
I am not going to use the ‘C’ word but try to amuse you a little with my Blog. This is the first 
time I have written it this year as the weather has been so appalling. 
  
Many months of rain meant very muddy, heavy soil clogged with weeds and grass that couldn’t 
be dealt with last Autumn as that was also wet, wet, wet. I then managed to fracture my wrist in 
January, so heavy digging has not been possible. I eventually found someone to dig over the 
vegetable plot 2 weeks ago. Unbelievably over a few days the sun (not complaining!) and wind 
dried it out, so I had to water it to soften it enough to break up and prepare for planting. I am now 
making good progress and have planted potatoes, beetroot, carrots and spinach in the garden and 
have peas, beans, kale and courgettes in trays in the greenhouse awaiting the warm weather. 
 
I predict that after all the rain throughout the winter it will be irritatingly dry for the next few 
months just as we need some gentle rain for the crops! My water butts are already going down. 
 
However, Spring is springing and the reliable daffodils have been as spectacular as always. We 
now have blossom, tulips, camellia and magnolia for those of us lucky to have gardens or walk 
around the village. My willow tree is at its best with bright green new leaves waving delicately 
in the breeze. Other trees are showing signs of life and the fruit trees are full of buds and blossom. 
 
The birds are very busy - although I have fewer varieties these days there are many blue tits and 
great tits collecting nesting material and even looking in my bird boxes which have been 
uninhabited for a couple of years. I still have goldfinches and blue, great, long-tailed and willow 
tits visiting the feeders and there are sparrows, blackbirds, robins, chaffinches, greenfinches, the 
occasional nuthatch and many, many magpies, wood pigeons, jackdaws and rooks. I have not 
seen a woodpecker for a long while and never see starlings here. Several buzzards are aloft - 
seven counted this morning. There have been fewer ducks than in the past and unfortunately the 
ratio of male to female is about 4 to 1 (who needs four men pestering you all the time?!). There 
are several Canada geese out on the lake joining in noisily with the resident white ones. I haven’t 
seen any moorhens yet (my pond is now securely netted to save the fish from herons). 
 
For those of you who have not followed my blog over the last 2 years I have a large garden which 
attracts rabbits. These seem to rejoice in digging holes (I don’t mind them eating the grass, it 
saves lawn mowing) and also toilet areas which create little clumps of grass presumably well 
fertilised but no longer appetising. This creates a chaotic mess of hillocks, holes, well grazed bits 
and thistly bits all of which make it very difficult to keep under any kind of control. Add in the 
squirrels - there is a row of cobnut trees along the bottom and last year there was a bumper crop 
of nuts. I even harvested some for myself. Again, I don’t mind sharing the nuts with the squirrels, 
but they choose to bury them and now are digging them up again and not even having the decency 
to fill in their holes. 
 
If anyone thinks it might be a good idea to fence them out, forget it. The local badgers ensure 
there are always freeways for rabbit traffic! 
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I have two young cats I rescued last year – Bertie and Mango. Bertie reduced the rabbit population 
a bit last year but hasn’t brought me any as yet this year. Mango sticks to small rodents which he 
brings me in the early hours of the morning and takes them into the bathroom. This is good as it 
makes it easy for me to catch as there is no furniture for them to hide under. I have a rectangular 
box (an old Ferrero Rocher clear plastic one) which enables me to easily catch the mouse, vole 
or shrew and release it back into the wild. Very rarely do I find a dead one and Mango is so dim 
he doesn’t seem to realise where they have gone.  
 
We are beginning to see butterflies and the bees are very busy, I continue to aim to plant bee 
friendly flowers and shrubs. They particularly like the variegated pittosporum shrub I have, with 
its tiny dark purple/black flowers. 
 
The season is well underway and I continue to enjoy the garden as it evolves. I will keep you 
posted!  
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HOME NEWS 2020 NEWS FIRE SERVICE WARNING OVER BURNING OF DOMESTIC WASTE

Fire Service Warning Over
Burning of Domestic Waste
Date : 02 April 2020

East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service would like to offer advice to residents due to an increase in incidents
involving garden bonfires, which are getting out of control.

This increase is believed to be a result of the closure of household waste recycling centres, until further notice, caused
by the current challenges with Covid-19.

Social distancing measures, put in place by the Government, mean that visits to these household waste recycling sites
do not fall within the reasons for leaving your home.

The Service requests that residents refrain from garden bonfires, due to the increased fire risk that this creates. 

Additionally, garden fires cause both a nuisance to neighbours and other members of the public. With large numbers of
residents remaining inside their homes self-isolating it is important that we can all get clean fresh air into our homes.

Whilst there are no laws against having a bonfire, there are laws for the nuisance they can cause.

Household waste should not be burned at all; if you do, you might be committing an offence and could face
prosecution.  Further guidance can be accessed by clicking on the following link https://www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-
rules

A more responsible approach would be to compost, or recycle, your garden waste when local recycling centres re-
open. These are not only safer options, prevent a potential offence being committed, but also better for the environment
and for the more vulnerable members of our communities who are self-isolating at home during the Covid 19 outbreak.
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While self-dependent power can time defy  
As rocks resist the billows and the sky 
 
This is an appeal for financial support for our village church.  
I hesitate to make this request because so many people are 
suffering financial losses and businesses are closing.  And 
because the charities are all subject to financial loss and so 
may well also be asking for help. 
 
As you know, church buildings are now closed and so neither 
are there services nor casual visitors.  This means we do not have our usual income from 
collections during services nor the donations visitors often give.   We will, therefore, be without 
the larger collections we usually receive at Eastertime.  We have also had to postpone (I hope it’s 
postponement rather than cancellation) fund-raising events.  Our Lent lunch could not take place.  
The Flower Festival is supposed to take place on 26th/27th September but we will have to make 
a decision during the summer whether it can go ahead.  Heather Godwin generously offered to 
organize another quiz late in the year in aid of church funds but there can be no certainty at this 
stage whether it will be possible.   
 
It may be, of course, that a few people will breathe a sigh of relief that they don’t have to attend 
church fund-raising events.  Perhaps they could look on a donation as a worthwhile payment for 
socializing exemption.  
 
What do we need the money for?  Because we have all our usual expenses and no income.  We 
spent £23000 on the steeple repairs which means that we used up most of our savings. 
 
I have said often before that I believe that the church building and churchyard are a central part 
and focal point of our village.  It is also a reminder in these difficult times of God’s presence and 
God’s support to each of us. 
 
Donations should be delivered to our Treasurer Lesley Wilkins at Adeleine, Pett Road, or to me 
at White House Pett Level. 
 
Thank you! 

Angela Hawksley 
01424 812705 ( doesn’t take messages) 

07976 389635 (often doesn’t get a signal)  
 
For those who do not recognize the poetry quotation at the beginning, it is from Oliver 
Goldsmith’s The Deserted Village. 
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN 
 

Asparagus with Fettuccine and Smoked Bacon 
 
In view of the lockdown in March, the entire country has probably got enough 
pasta in the store cupboard to last a lifetime. Here’s a chance to use it up. If 
we’re still self-isolating at the time this recipe goes to print, halve the 
ingredients and use 2 medium eggs. 
 
Serves 6  
 
500g/1lb 2oz Fettuccine (you can use Spaghetti) 
2 tbspns Vegetable oil 
300g/11oz smoked bacon or Pancetta, cut into batons 
1 tsp freshly ground black pepper  
12 spears Asparagus, blanched 
3 large eggs  
110g/4oz Parmesan, freshly grated, plus extra, to serve 
handful fresh parsley chopped 
 
Bring a large pan of water to the boil. Add the fettuccine/spaghetti and cook according to 
packet instructions. 
 
While the pasta is cooking, heat a large frying pan over a high heat and add the vegetable 
oil. Add the bacon and fry for 3-4 minutes, until golden-brown. Season with freshly ground 
black pepper. 
 
Cut the asparagus into 3cm/1in pieces and add to the pan with the bacon. Cook for 1-2 
minutes, just to warm through. 
 
Break the eggs into a bowl and break the yolks with a fork. 
 
Drain the cooked pasta and return to the pan it was cooked in. Retain a splash of the water 
the pasta was cooked in. 
 
Add the bacon and asparagus mixture, including any cooking oils from the pan. Toss well to 
combine over a low heat. Cook for one minute, then add the egg, parmesan and the 
reserved cooking water and cook for 30 seconds to one minute, stirring constantly, until the 
egg is just cooked. 
 
Add the chopped parsley and spoon equal portions into six bowls. Grate over a little extra 
parmesan and serve. 

Su Fleigh 
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PETT AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
PETT FLOWER SHOW & FAYRE 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday 25th July 2020 
The Show schedule was sent out with the April edition of the Pett Parish News in the high hope 
that life would be back to normal by the end of July.  
 
If restrictions on large gatherings are lifted, the Show will be a great occasion for the village to 
come together and be able to socialise again – catching up with friends and relaxing with one 
another. 
 
In view of the current situation, that the show is planned to be held at Pett Village Hall means 
that it has not been necessary to book a marquee with its attendant cost. The committee is looking 
very carefully at controlling all the other costs in order to minimise any future expenditure. If the 
show does take place, it will no doubt be necessary to downsize the event as some aspects do 
need forward preparation. The committee sincerely hopes for support from the many helpers who 
contribute so much to the success of the day. 
 
If your copy of the schedule has been mislaid, it is available on the Flower Show page of the 
village website www.pettnet.org.uk. 
 
As everyone is busy in their gardens and with their crafts, there is plenty to plan for in all classes.  
 
And children who are at home can practise for the Young People’s classes. This is especially true 
for Class 83a “Design a tea towel illustrating the Flower Show”, for which there is a cash prize 
and a chance to have it produced for sale at the show in 2021.  
Thinking forward, if it is not possible to stage the show, the committee is taking inspiration from 
the Gardening Club photographs and will be working on how to hold a virtual show. This could, 
of course, be tricky with the jams!  
 
We live in hope that the show can go on this year and wish everyone good health – stay safe! 
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PETT ON THE KNIT 
 

 
KNITTING FOR PEACE DURING  

THE CORONAVIRUS LOCKDOWN 
 

There is no excuse now! If you can knit now is the time to be knitting the squares needed for our 
Pett on the Knit project. 112 squares are needed for each dressing gown which, when all this 
madness is over, will be assembled and sent to Knit for Peace.  This organisation distributes 
regularly to over 200 outlets, including hospitals, women’s refuges, refugee drop-in centres, 
prisons, community groups, and hospices as well as to developing countries and refugee camps, 
or those living in the rubble in Syria. 
 
I’ve wool available from my home, bought with the kind donations from POPPs. I have to self-
isolate for health reasons but if you give me a ring I can arrange for wool to be left outside my 
home in Pett Road, or have it collected by some kind dispatcher from the Rye Mutual Aid project 
en route to delivering essentials for others.  
 

PATTERN FOR SQUARES 
 
Use size 4 needles (old size 8) and Double Knitting wool 
Cast on 2 stitches 
Knit one row. 
Next row: K1, Inc 1 (by knitting into front and back of stitch) – knit to end. 
Repeat this row until work measures 12cm along straight edge (about 35 stitches approx) 
Next row: K1, K2tog, K to end. 
Repeat this row until 2 stitches left. 
K 1 row. 
K 2tog. Cast off. 
 
If you are interested please let Heather know - and start knitting. This is 
something you can do while you are self-isolating. Once normal service has 
been resumed we will meet up again at the monthly Coffee Mornings 
Heather – heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk  
07977 100 296   - 01424 251849 
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL 
 
Well, here we are, over a month after all our wonderful drinking haunts had to 
close their doors to their loyal customers.   
 
Hopefully you are all keeping safe by staying at home, catching up on all those jobs that you kept 
putting to the side for a rainy day.  If you must go out take great care.   
 
This virus is something no one has ever experienced before, talk to any of our relatives and friends 
who remember WW2, no one was confined to their home for a substantial amount of time.   
 
So, as long as we do as we have been told, the sooner our lives can return to normality, and 
hopefully we will all be more considerate to all the wonderful people who have helped us to get 
through this horrible time. 
 
Our ingenious quiz master, Matt Barden, had the brilliant idea of setting up an online quiz that 
our members could all access via a scheduled Zoom meeting.  If you want something to do on a 
Monday night, get your snacks and drinks lined up and go to the Zoom meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2388879398  (you first must have downloaded the Zoom app). 
 

 
 
Our AGM was scheduled for 26 April has now been postponed. Whilst our own rules require that 
this be held by 28 July (ie within 15 months of the previous AGM), matters are clearly no longer 
in our own hands. 
 
The Club Committee are working hard to ensure we will be ready to re-open when the time 
comes.   
It is, of course, important for us to try to maintain income streams during these difficult times. 
Accordingly, we would grateful if members could still renew their memberships.  £18 single or 
£32 joint.  Please email the Club for information on how to do this. 

Hopefully we will be able to enjoy a drink in the sunshine on the patio at the Club sometime in 
the Summer. In the meantime – STAY SAFE. 
 

The Committee    info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk    01424 812080 (Answerphone only) 
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD - CHAIR 
 
When I wrote last month, we were just seeing the start of the corona virus 
problem. Now we are all aware how it is affecting our lives. I think, however, 
that we are lucky to live in Pett. If there are any cases of the virus in the village, 
I have not heard of them. Nevertheless, people are keeping to the government’s 
requirements and, while the village may be even quieter than usual, one knows that, unlike 
Goldsmith’s deserted village, there are people in the houses and gardens, finding things to do, 
such as putting teddy bears in their windows. And, of course, quite apart from talking to people 
across the road, we can communicate with one another using technology (phones, email, social 
networks, etc.). For example, members of the Gardening Club have been exchanging photographs 
of the effects of spring in their gardens. 
 
And the parish council has taken advantage of technology, as well as the government’s change 
to the legislation, and held its first virtual meeting, which was brief but effective. One decision 
was to delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the chair and vice-chair, over day-to-
day decisions, including planning, although no new planning applications are being handled by 
Rother at the present time. This does not mean, however, that other councillors will be ignored; 
they will still be informed of all the issues and be able to comment. And, if there is anything that 
needs discussion, another virtual meeting can be called. Indeed, a provisional date of 19 May (the 
usual third Tuesday of the month) has been agreed for another virtual meeting. 
 
Incidentally, although the meeting was open to all parishioners to join (and details were on 
PettNet), only one person did so. Congratulations to her; she knows who she is! However, I hope 
that when the next virtual meeting is held, others will feel able to join and speak in public time if 
they wish. It is really not complicated. 
 
While the parish council is not directly involved in providing support for those who are unable 
to leave their homes, it is supporting Rye Mutual Aid by donating £500. There are now 39 
volunteers in the village and requests for help are slowly increasing. I would like to thank them 
all for what they are doing (or being willing to do), as well, of course, as John Case and Frances 
Hadfield, who are the local coordinators.  
 
As well as the donation to Rye Mutual Aid, the council has agreed to make donations to the PCC 
to help with the cost of mowing the churchyard and to the Methodist Church as a contribution 
both to the running cost of the Post Office and towards improvements to the heating system, 
which will also benefit the Post Office. 
 
Finally, I am sad to have to report the sudden death of Brian Roberts (which was not related to 
the corona virus). To quote Robin Patten: “Brian was a special gentle man with so many strings 
to his bow. The conscience of Pett Level, the getting things done man of Pett Level, the scourge 
of local Councils and their deeds, a former Parish Councillor, a stalwart of the Nature Reserve 
as starters, but the overriding picture of him with Toto walking along the sea wall will remain 
with us as a fond memory.” Our condolences go to Brian’s wife Pat and the rest of his family.  
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THIS TOPSY-TURVY WORLD  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I heard a presenter on the radio recently use the word topsy- turvy.  I hadn’t heard the word for a 
long time and I wondered about its origin.  Its meaning is, of course, upside down or chaotic.  
And I suppose it may be considered to be slang.  So it may have greater use as a spoken word 
informally than written down in a formal text.  Other words which have the same sort of 
assonance or consonance or echoism are higgledy-piggledy, flibbertigibbet, hocus-pocus, tittle-
tattle and humdrum  
 
There was a British musical in 1999 called Topsy Turvy. 
 
The earliest written use is said to be in Shakespeare’s  Henry IV, Part I.  Hotspur (Henry Percy) 
is talking about the proposed rebellion against the King and the absence of his (Hotspur’s) father:    
If we without his help can make a head 
To push against a kingdom, with his help 
We shall o’erturn it topsy-turvy down. 
 
Topsy has the same meaning as we have now for top, although its original meaning appears to be 
place as in Ancient Greek topos. 
 
Turvy also has Indo-European origins.  It came from the Old English verb terven meaning to turn.  
In early Germanic it had the form terbanan meaning to turn and has the same root as the Sanskrit 
drbhati meaning strings together.  In Russian it becomes dorob the word for basket (something 
strung together.) 
 
Why does any of this matter?  Because language is a large part of what defines us as human and 
language has a history just as much as politics does.  Sometimes we can look at and sometimes 
find in what way the meaning of words or their pronunciation has changed.   
 
If your reaction to this is the modern wha’ever,  can I point out that looking just a little bit at the 
origin of topsy-turvy can be a welcome diversion from these recent virus troubles!    
 

 Angela Hawksley 



23 
 

NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY 
 
As I write this, we are in the fourth week of the Covid-19 lock-down.  By the time you read this 
we could be in the fifth or sixth week and we are all getting very familiar with our own gardens.   
 
We are, however, allowed out for exercise and as my knees won’t let me run any more, my 
options for strenuous exercise are limited to cycling.  The roads are now quiet and the wildlife 
are getting bolder with fewer people about and I noticed that I was seeing a lot more birds as I 
ride along, so I thought it would be fun to play the twitcher and compile a list.  Twitchers are the 
people who give birdwatching a bad name – they travel hundreds of miles to see a rare American 
vagrant species and trample over people’s gardens to get a glimpse of it.  There are two aspects 
to twitching.  The first is the urge to collect, to which end they compile lists.  They may have a 
British list, and maybe a year list, possibly an international list, some even have a television list 
– a list of the species they have seen while watching television that have not been identified by 
the presenter – nature programme or otherwise.  I can identify with the collecting aspect as I have 
a large collection of insects, for example.  Not the insects themselves, I hasten to add, but 
recognizable photos of each species.   
 
The other aspect to twitching is expertise.  If you can’t tell the difference between an icterine 
warbler and a melodious warbler, then you cannot truthfully put either on your list, not to mention 
the embarrassment of getting it wrong in front of a rival twitcher.  This expertise needs good 
equipment and long hours in the field seeing lots of specimens.  I don’t have such expertise, so 
my list – birds I’ve managed to identify from a moving bike without binoculars - is necessarily 
quite short – 38 species at the last count.  There’s not room to bore you with it here so I’ve 
resurrected  www.pettnats.blogspot.co.uk should you be curious to see it.  (It includes a swallow 
– they’re back!) 

 
One of the reasons for resurrecting the 
blog (which should be available in the next 
day or so) was because a combination of 
confinement and good weather has 
resulted in me adding a few species to my 
collection that I’ve not seen or had time to 
identify before.  Most of them are bees of 
one sort or another, of course, but there are 
other insects like hoverflies and shield 
bugs that are emerging now and every 
sunny day brings more butterflies into the 
garden.  It has been very noticeable that 
there are a lot of bumblebees around at the 
moment, which means my concerns about 
the very wet winter’s effect on hibernating 
insects were unfounded.  There are 
probably no more about than we have seen 
in previous years, but I suspect the warm 
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and sunny weather has compressed their emergence into a shorter time period.  The lack of traffic 
and cleaner air may mean that the insects have slightly less to worry about this year. 
 
Incidentally, emerging from hibernation and finding the resources to found a colony is a tough 
time for bumblebees and you may find them on the ground looking exhausted.  The advice used 
to be to give them a 50% sugar water solution, but that has been revised.  If they are in danger 
(from traffic, hob-nailed boots, etc.) then if practicable, move them (carefully) out of danger to 
rest.  Otherwise just leave them alone to rest.  If they are still there an hour or two later, then try 
the sugar water. 
They say nature is a great healer, and the perfect antidote to cabin fever or stir-craziness, if not 
Covid-19.  So whether it’s birds, butterflies, cherry blossom or bluebells that float your boat, get 
out there and include them in your daily exercise. 
 
 

 
 
PETT METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Life is all very strange and different for all of us at present. Everything has been cancelled and 
all plans for events and holidays have been cancelled, including Pett chapel! Nobody knows when 
anything will get back to normal and whether that normal will be the same! 
 
We are not able to meet of course but fortunately the Hastings, Bexhill & Rye Methodist Church 
Circuit (area) has managed to put a Sunday service together each week for us to listen to. If you 
would like to find it go to the Circuit website. I don’t think it is difficult to find. 
 
I am very sad that our big concert with Jonathan Veira has had to be postponed as well. But it is 
postponed not cancelled. He will be with us on Saturday February 13th 2021. In the meantime it 
is possible to find him on You tube, which is worth doing. He has just had a new CD released. 
 
The work on the original chapel has had to stop as well, but the work should make big 
improvements when finished.  
 
If at any time you would like us to help you with anything, including prayer please contact us on 
familyhatch2@gmail.com This is Ken Hatch’s email, our senior steward.  
 
God bless you all and keep safe!  

Keep smiling! Wendy Hatch. 
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PEREGRINE FALCON BY MICHAEL BLENCOWE OF THE SUSSEX 
WILDLIFE TRUST 
 
Circling high in the blue skies above Sussex is one of the world’s deadliest predators. Peregrines 
are hunting above us. Scanning the avian traffic in the Sussex airspace, their incredible vision 
locks on to an unsuspecting bird passing below and the Peregrine instantly negotiates one of the 
most sophisticated aerial manoeuvres possible. They stop flying. With wings and feet tucked in 
tightly, peregrines drop from the sky at an unbelievable speed – hurtling earthwards at up to 200 
mph - the fastest creature on our planet. Everything, even the eyelids and nostrils on this bird are 
built for speed. Like a bomb made out of muscle and feathers, it’ll decimate any victim in its 
path.  
 
We’re fortunate to still have these 
amazing birds here in Sussex. 
During WW2 their taste for 
pigeons (including those carrying 
wartime messages) saw 
Peregrines treated as if they were 
on the payroll of Mr Hitler 
himself. The Secretary of State for 
Air declared war on these falcons 
and issued the ‘Destruction of 
Peregrine Falcons Order’. The 
birds were slaughtered, their nests 
destroyed.  After we gave Adolf 
the old heave-ho, Peregrines were 
left alone and numbers began to 
recover. But they were to face an 
even more deadly threat than the 
British Government; 
Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane 
(or DDT to its friends).  
Farmers worldwide had started spraying a variety of wonderful new chemical insecticides all 
over the countryside to improve yields. These invisible poisons hit the bird at the top of the food 
chain the hardest. In 1958 there were 650 pairs of Peregrines in Britain. Six years later there were 
68. Concerns over their decline sparked an investigation that led back to the source of the 
Peregrine poisoning and the world’s eyes were opened to the reality of the damage that these 
chemicals could cause to our environment and to us.  Rachel Carson wrote ‘Silent Spring’, the 
environmental movement was born and green was upgraded from a sort of yellowy-blue colour 
to an entire way of life.   
 
Today, perched on our cliffs and cathedrals, high above the organic food-filled shelves in kitchens 
across Sussex, the killer that kick-started the environmental uprising stands defiantly overlooking 
us all like a beaked Che Guevara.  A feathered testament to revolution, strength and tofu veggie 
burgers.      The picture above is copyright Alan Price, Gatehouse Studio, Sussex Wildlife Trust. 
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT  
 
 
A lot has happened since the last month’s update, with the 
Coronavirus pandemic affecting everything. All of us here at Pett 
Level Independent Rescue Boat hope that everyone in the Pett area 
is keeping safe and staying well.  
 
For May, we just need to share a few updates. First of all, despite 
the logistical difficulties of providing a rescue service during a lockdown, our committee and 
volunteers want to reassure everyone that the team remains rescue-ready, whilst also acting in 
compliance with necessary restrictions on activities and distancing.  
 
Our Committee Chair, Fiona Johnson, shares how we are trying to do this: “It is with heavy hearts 
that, in accordance with government guidelines to limit the spread of the Coronavirus, we have 
been obliged to cancel our regular Sunday training session at the Boathouse. Although we are 
not permitted to meet as a group at present, our well- trained crew and base team will still be on 
call 24/7 to respond to any emergency that it is deemed appropriate to attend.” 
 
As such, a core set of our volunteers have been checking and maintaining our vehicles and 
equipment, attending the boathouse separately or in ‘safe’ pairs and acting in compliance with 
distancing and hygiene recommendations. 
 
Secondly, the lockdown’s had a dramatic impact on our community fundraising and events. All 
of April’s activities, including our charity’s AGM and the Open Day scheduled for 24th May 
have been postponed. The AGM will take place on an alternative date, and we remain hopeful 
that Open Day can be rescheduled for September, to combine with planned activities for our 50th 
anniversary. Please also be aware that Barbara’s Charity Shed is currently closed and, much as 
we appreciate donated items, cannot receive any donated goods until restrictions are lifted. 
 
Everyone here at Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat extends very best wishes to the Pett and 
Pett Level communities, and our hopes that you stay safe and stay well. If you wish, during this 
time of lockdown you can maintain contact with us through our website at https://plirb.com or 
our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue and Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat and as ever, 
please do take care of yourselves. 
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FAIRLIGHT PLAYERS 
As I write this, the set should have been built and we should have been entering the final frantic 
few days of rehearsals for our April play. Instead, I find myself with an unexpected opportunity 
to complete some of those DIY jobs that have remained half-finished for – well, far too long. 
Although temporarily diverted from our normal routine however, the Fairlight Players is far from 
dormant. 
 
The Committee continues to work on much of the stuff that goes on behind the scenes throughout 
the year, and currently our attention is focussed on the end of our financial year and preparations 
for our AGM – not that we expect to be able to hold it in its normal format. 
 
The likelihood is that the Committee will arrange for a small group to meet online to complete 
the boring legal stuff, and we will arrange a gathering when it is safe to do so, to celebrate both 
our 70th year and the lifting of restrictions. 
 
One slight snag in our plan is that the April play and the June AGM are usually when we get 
most of our members to renew their membership. I could find myself chairing an AGM for an 
association with very few paid up members. For this reason, we are embarking on a publicity 
campaign to encourage members to renew online. We know that we can’t reach everybody in this 
way and will take steps to make sure that we also keep in touch with our “non-techie” members.  
 
If you are a member, or even if you are not but would be interested in joining us, please visit our 
website www.fairlightplayers.org for more information. We may not be able to do much on stage 
at present, but we still need your support to make sure that this fantastic local community theatre 
is ready to bounce back. 
 
And, by the way, we still fully intend to present Wait Until Dark as soon as we are able to. This 
delay just gives me a chance to polish up my Italian accent. 
 

Keith Miller, Chair, The Fairlight Player 
 
CHURCH SERVICES – MERIEL DEASY 
 
At the time of writing we do not know when the church will re-open, However, somewhat 
optimistically, I am providing a list of the services currently scheduled for May. 
 
May 10th to 17th   Christian Aid Week 
Sunday May 10th  service to be arranged with the Methodists  
Sunday 17th May  8:00am Holy Communion at Pett Level 
Thursday 21st May  Ascension Day Service TBA 
Sunday 24th May  9:30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 31st May  9:30am Holy Communion 
Meanwhile, Richard is providing a daily ‘Thought for the Day’ online at 
www.fairlightandpett.com 
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RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS - THE RECTOR, RICHARD BARRON 
 

I hope you are well and have not suffered from the virus. By the time you read this we may still 
have an element of lockdown but hopefully the worst of the current onslaught will be over, though 
no doubt people will be getting restless. I hope the NHS staff are able to take a well-earned break 
and thank you everyone who has been on the frontline. 
 
Although the church buildings have been closed we have been far from idle.  
Sermons, talks and discussions about the coronavirus have been posted on the church website. 
We set up ‘Phone a Friend’ so that people were able to keep in regular contact with one another 
and provide support and help. 
We produced a ‘Daily Message’ with news, information, thoughts, prayers and humour. 
Feedback indicated that this was very much appreciated, with lots of people contributing.  
If you want to receive regular updates and news from the churches, send an email request to 
admin@fairlightandpett.com and we will add you to our circulation. 
 
Despite the sadness and for some, the inconveniences of the lockdown, there have been some 
positive benefits. Here are 10 things that people have shared. 
1. Having more time to relax and appreciate the simpler things of life.  
2. Rediscovering footpaths radiating from our home and enjoying the wonders of the countryside, 
birdsong, flowers and newly unfolding leaves. 
3. Less pollution worldwide. 
4. Re-evaluating what is really important in life. 
5. Spending many hours on the telephone catching up with people. Learning to appreciate others 
more.  
6. A greater sense of the presence of God and His love for me. 
7. Greater appreciation of family. 
8. The kindness of people. 
9. Getting things done that have been waiting a long time. 
10. Being able to put off until tomorrow what I don’t fancy doing today. 
You may resonate with these and perhaps add more. Throughout this, we’ve all had a huge 
reminder about the fragility of life and that we are not invincible.  
 
However, the good news is that death is not the end. Jesus said, ‘I give Eternal Life, and they 
shall never perish, no-one can snatch them out of my hand’ (John’s gospel chapter 10 verse 
28) We all need good news, and the knowledge that there is a better life beyond this with no 
sickness, pain, war or death is good news indeed. 
If you want to know more on this subject, listen to the Easter Day sermon which is still on the 
benefice website www.fairlightandpett.com under latest sermons. 
 
Keep safe. Peace be with you. 
 

Richard Barron.   Rector 
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A COTTAGE AT THE SEASIDE BY MARTIN KING 
 
The following correspondence, from Admiralty files, relates to Boulder Cottage and The 
Boathouse, which would no longer be required by the Coastguard when they moved from Cliff 
End to the new Toot Rock Station in 1899/1900. 
The spelling and grammar in some of the letters is very quaint, and has not been corrected. 
 
13 April 1898    Mr H. Watson, 28, All Saints Street, Hastings to the Admiralty 
"Sir, Hearing of your Coast Guards houses at Pet level the Bottom of Chick hill coming empty 
in a twelve months time I should like to take one as I am a fisherman it would be handy for my 
work Fishing if we can have one when empty would you let us know and what the rent would be 
and pictulars. 
I remain yours faithfully, H. Watson" 
 
27 April 1898      The Admiralty to Mr Watson 
"Sir, With respect to your letter of the 15th instant I beg to inform you that it has not yet been 
decided what shall be done with the present Coast Guard Cottages when the other station is 
built, but any offer you may make will be considered. 
I am Sir, your obedient Servant, W. E. Riley, for Director of Works" 
 
 14 May 1898      Mr Watson to the Admiralty 
"Sir, We received your letter of April 28 concerning the Coast Guard Cottages at Pett if it is 
decided for them to be let again we will take one affording to Pay the rent at 4 shillings Per 
week if the rents will be any more when it is all settled would you kindly let us know an then we 
might come to terms. Also if they are to be sold we might be able to give a price for one. 
I am, Sir, Your Obedient Servant, H. Watson." 
 
3 March 1899     Mr Watson, 2 Garden Cottages, All Saints St. to the Admiralty.  
"Sir, In reference to your last letter regarding the Coast Guard House at Pett. We should like to 
know if you have come to any arrangement, because if not we must make other arrangements 
for the summer. An early answer would oblige. 
Yours respectfully, H. Watson" 
There appears to have been no reply to this letter. 
 
3 July 1899      A letter to the Admiralty, postmarked Hastings.  
"Dear Sir, Have you come to any definite arrangement as regards the Coast Guard House at 
Pett as the summer is advancing and we are in rather in an unsettled state to know what to do. 
Can you kindly let me know if anything has been decided as soon as possible. 
Yours respectfully, J. Watson" 
 
7 July 1899     From the Admiralty to Mr Watson 
"Sir, With reference your letter respecting the renting of a cottage occupied by the Coast Guard 
at Pett I beg to inform you that the cottage when vacated will be handed over by the Admiralty 
to the War Department. 
I am Sir, Your obedient servant, Sims, for Director of Works" 
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17 July 1899      Mr Watson to the War Department. 
"Sir, I am writing with reference to the Coast Guard House at Pett. I have written to the 
Admiralty and they have referred me to you. If you will kindly supply me with any information 
regarding the selling or letting the houses at Pett shall be greatly oblige.  
Yours respectfully, J. Watson" 
The War Department then sent this letter to the Admiralty for comment. 
A note from the Admiralty file states: "Mr Watson was written to on the 7th inst. and no notice 
need be taken of this letter, which is not dated nor is it addressed to anybody" 
 
7 April 1906       Ernest Willett, 87, Middle Road, Ore to the Admiralty 
"Dear Sir, Having heard that their his about to be a removel of Watch man from the old Boat 
House at Cliff End Pett to the Toot Rock I venture to ask if the old Place will be to lett if not the 
Boat House would the cottage be to lett consisting of the 2 small rooms without the Boat stores 
if so would you kindly give me the first offer. I ham a Licensed Fisherman at Pett and the War 
Department his about to sell the land wich I rent from them at Cliff end for my stores and I 
thought if their was any change your cottage would suite me has I have no family only me and 
my wife so the 2 rooms would suite very well I would not mind taking the cottage on a leace if 
required an answer would greatly oblige. 
Yours truly, Ernest Willett 
PS Should you be requiring enything done in regards of the beach leading to the N.C.G.S 
Fairlight I would quote for a price for materials has I have the rubbel laying at Fairlight wich I 
got out of the old Station on my hands now. 
Yours truly, EW" 
Although Mr. Willett had very poor spelling and grammar, his handwriting was completely 
legible! 
 
13 April 1907         Mr Willett to the Assistant Civil Engineer 
"Dear Sir, I venture to ask if the cottage containing 2 small rooms at the old Coast Guard 
Station Pett will be to lett of wich I rote you about and received an answer on the 9th 4-06 
stating that it would receive due attention of wich I ham anxious to know I dont think the 2 
rooms are used by the coast guards at all and it would not interfeer with the Boat House having 
seperate doors and I could putt a stove in has their his non I have been a W.D. tenant for a 
number of years but they sold the place of wich I rented from them at Pett of wich puts me to a 
lot of illconvenience and should like to have the cottage if it was to be lett an answer would 
oblige. 
Yours truly, Ernest Willett" 
 
18 April 1907         From an Admiralty memo 
"The two rooms in question are vacant and are of no use to the Coastguard - they form part of 
the boathouse. I see no reason why they should not be let to Mr Willett." 
 
17 June 1907         Mr. Willett to the Admiralty 
"Dear Sir, I have been down to Pett and I am willing to provide a flue and a stove for the 
cottage the flue to be 4& ½ for a self setting range and also be a quarterly tennant at the rate of 
£5 a year also be responsible for the rates and keep and leave the premises in as good a state 
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as they are at present but I presume the small piece of garden wich belongs to the 2 rooms will 
be mine after the coastguards have got their potatoes off but they are agreeable to lett me have 
the crop has it stands if I want it but I shall not want the garden this year an early reply will 
oblige has I want to begin the work and I will make the roofe good where I open out I find the 
flue has been taken down to the cealing of wich this will mean a little expence to me and 
thought £4 for the first year would of been excepted and £5 a year after but I ham agreeable to 
come to your terms kindly lett me know by return so has I can begin the work 
Yours truly, Ernest Willett " 
 
Much correspondence then followed regarding the drawing up of the now agreed lease. But 
meanwhile - 
 
22 June 1907           Chief Officer, Pett Coastguard Station to the Admiralty 
"Dear Sir, Two ladies called on me yesterday afternoon (Friday) to look over the rooms at the 
boathouse they informed me that they had seen Willett and he told them that he was about to 
take the rooms and on my telling them the facts of the case they said they thought about sub-
letting it from Willett will he be allowed to do so as I understood from Willett that he wanted to 
live in it himself. I thought I would let you know what his intentions were. Should you refuse to 
let him have the rooms the ladies in question would like to have them. They have left their 
addresses with me. 
I should be pleased if you would instruct me on the matter. 
I am sir, Your obedient servant etc., Chas Humphreys" 
 
24 June 1907           Note added to a memo regarding the above letter 
"It is not proposed to allow Mr Willett to sublet the premises under any circumstances." 
 
5 July 1907           Mr Willett to the Treasury Solicitor 
"Sir, I am informed by the Director of Works Department that the Admiralty are unwilling to 
allow me to sub let the rooms I proposed to take at Pett please therefore note that under these 
circumstances I cannot take the rooms. 
I may add that I can perhaps find a tenant Mr Saunders of 24 Cambridge Road, Hastings, on 
the terms you desire and if you will inform him your requirements as to size of flue and stove he 
will probably take the premises".  
 
The rooms were eventually let to Mr Saunders at a rent of £6 per annum. 

 
This article originally appeared in the Pett Level Preservation Trust Newsletter some years 
ago. 
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THE EDITORS ARE 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 
John Case, Deputy Editor, 01424 812224 
 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
 
COPYmust be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something 
handwritten please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by 
your name, address and phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due 
consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. No letter will be 
published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish 
any copy received. 
 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. 
Every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. 
However, neither the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or 
omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors 
of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily 
represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team 
can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication. 
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During the current crisis Robin will be holding virtual 
relaxation sessions.  For more information contact 

her on robinhutt@btinternet.com 

During the current crisis Robin will be holding virtual 
relaxation sessions.  For more information contact 

her on robinhutt@btinternet.com 
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