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Editorial 
What a difference a month makes! Within a short space of time, our lives have been change 
beyond recognition as we come to terms with the Government’s recommendations to limit the 
spread of COVID-19, more commonly know as the Coronavirus.


It is important that we all support each other as much as possible in the coming weeks and the Pett 
Parish Council has agreed to partner with Rye Mutual Aid, an organisation that has been set up to 
provide volunteer help in Rye and the surrounding towns and villages in the Rother District. Rye 
Mutual Aid, which is part of a national network devoted to helping those in need, are working closely 
with Rother District Council, Community Police, Rother Emergency Planning, Parish Councils and a 
wide range of support organisations, to ensure that effective procedures are in place for local 
volunteers to support residents in need during this crisis. 

You will find further details on the back page, which also directs you to the Rye Mutual Aid website 
and their Facebook page. Each village or area has a minimum of two Volunteer Co-ordinators 
(Dispatchers) who will act as the first point of reference for requests for assistance. The Co-
ordinators for Pett & Pett Level are myself and Frances Hadfield. We will then allocate the request 
to the pool of Pett & Pett Level volunteers. At the present time, the number of volunteers for Pett & 
Pett Level is fairly small, so if you feel you can offer your services please do get in contact with 
either myself or Frances. This will only work if we have sufficient volunteers.  

With so many people self-isolating, combined with the cancellation of so many activities that 
normally take place in the village, it is important that we maintain communication with folk living on 
their own, so regular phone calls are also going to be key here. 

In addition, there will be the need for regular, current information about the village, and the ‘Pett on 
the Net’ website and it’s Facebook group are a major source of valuable information and support. 

Our normal magazine reports will probably cease for a while, so please consider writing something 
with a different angle for the magazine. We already have a view ‘From the Bunker’ on page 9.  

I’d also like to thank our dedicated team of magazine deliverers, the majority of whom have agreed 
to carry on, during these difficult times.  

Keep safe now 

John 

THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 

John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 or 07525032198 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 

Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator, 01424 812323 

And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then 
we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPY 

Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every reasonable effort 
has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the publishers or the news 
team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed 
herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not 
necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can 
uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication.
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Letters to the Editor

From Mrs Ann Nicholls 
Some of you may know that I have been 
Chairman of POPP for the last 9 years. 


It is with sadness, that I have decided  the 
time has come for me to relinquish the 
reins and let others take up the challenge 
of running the organisation.


I have thoroughly enjoyed the weekly 
meetings and the company of the 
members.


On the 10th March 2020 I resigned as 
Chairman of Pett older People’s Project.

I would like to thank each and everyone of 
you who has shown support and donating 
to this worthwhile project and I hope you 
continue to do so.


I would very much like to thank the Village 
Hall Committee, past and present who 
personally liaised with me to help run this 
worthwhile and much needed project.


Ann Nicholls

From Mrs Angela Hawksley, 
Churchwarden 

Rumours or “What was the true reason 
for holding two church services in Pett 
Village Hall?” 

Is Pett church closing? 
No.  There are no plans to close the church 
but in the next few years we may have to 
share some services with neighbouring 
parishes.  This is partly because we and 
the ne ighbour ing par ishes do not 
contribute enough money to the Diocese to 
pay for a full-time priest

of our own  and partly because there are 
fewer priests available.


As Pett churchgoers know well, the days of 
one vicar for each parish have long since 
gone. Why don’t we contribute more to the 
Diocese?  Because our congregation is 
small and because heating and insurance 
and building maintenance cost so much.


Why should people contribute to the 
maintenance of the church building if 
you are going to use the Village Hall 
instead? 

The intention in holding one service in 
January and one at the beginning of March 
in the Village Hall was to see how it would 
work in case we wanted to move there very 
occasionally in the depths of winter.


What is the point in having a church 
building in Pett?  
I attended a service in the chapel at 
Sandhurst when my youngest son was 
training there. The chapel was crammed 
with cadets.  I asked the padre afterwards 
whether they were ordered to attend.  He 
told me they were not.  He explained that 
the cadets would very soon be sent to Iraq 
or Afghanistan and that the imminence of 
death encouraged them to think about 
God.


Our Pett church building is a constant 
reminder of the presence of God.  It can 
also provide comfort to the distressed.  
Whatever may be the apparent misfortunes 
of this world, we can be comforted by the 
knowledge that we are supported by God.  
There is comfort too in attending services 
there, if only as a respite from the stress of 
daily life. 
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Letters to the Editor

Churchyard Clear-Up Day 

Picture a Saturday in April when 
springtime will bring us (at last) friendly 
weather and a friendly atmosphere. 
Saturday 25th April is the day!


On that day we are p lann ing a 
churchyard clear-up and very many 
thanks are due to Andy Norcott for 
agreeing to remove the brambles and 
weeds and trimmings.  Last year when 
we had a clear-up day we found very old 
graves that had been hidden for years.


For all sorts of reasons the churchyard is 
a special place.  So do think about 
joining in the communal effort on 25th 
April.  The start will be 9.30am (but do 
come l a t e r on i f you l i ke ) and 
refreshments will be offered.  You need to 
bring your own gloves and tools.

From Brenda Kirkham 

Pett Older People’s Project (POPPS)


POPPS has been running since 2011 
and has filled a void in the community 
combating isolation and loneliness for 
many people in the area.


We at POPPS are seeking volunteers 
to take an active role in helping 
provide this service.   If you can give 
any time to help running POPPS or 
additionally if you have   a First Aid 
Certificate, please ring Sheila on 
0 1 3 0 3 2 3 7 7 7 8 o r B re n d a o n 
01424815022 or 01797923975

Thank you.

From Mr Doug Goldsmith 

The black and white photo (please see page 19) shows 
the children of Pett and Pett Level in 1960 enjoying a Youth Club party in the old 

village hall. I found this photo when sorting through some old papers and postcards 
belonging to my late parents  "Joe" and Linda Goldsmith, who at that time, owned 

the Market Stores at Pett Level and used to deliver newspapers and groceries 

throughout Pett. I realise, of course, that most of the children shown will, like me, 
now be well into their sixties and seventies and a large number will no longer be 
living in the local area, but I thought it would be fun to jog the memories of those 
remaining and to see how many of your current magazine subscribers recognise 
themselves, or their friends or relatives, from sixty years ago.


Best regards,


Doug Goldsmith

Pine Top Farm, Higher Ashton, Nr Exeter, EX6 7QX
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From Mrs Libby Rothwell 

I’ve been going to Judy Sillem’s Pett 
Village Art Classes since they started 
last autumn. The classes are held weekly 
at Pett Village Hall.


Each week Judy focuses on a specific 
technique or approach, which she 
demonstrates, before spending time 
with each of us as we work. With her 


enthusiasm and individual support, we 
all feel that we are making excellent 

progress, whatever our level of 
experience.  


The summer programme has just been 
published – why not come and join us.   


Letters to the Editor

From Mr Tim Rothwell 
There have understandably been a 
number of cancellations of bookings for 
the coming few weeks at Pett Village 
Hall because of Coronavirus. Following 
the advice of the Sussex Advisory 
Committee on Village Halls, at the time 
of writing, (13 March 2020), the Hall 
remains open. But the Pett Village Hall 
Management Committee are keeping 
the situation under review on a daily 
basis.


Given the fast-changing situation, it is 
not considered appropriate to publish 
more detailed advice in Pett & Pett 
Level News, but regular updates will be 
available on the Pett on the Net website 
(www.pettnet.org.uk) and the Pett 
Facebook Page. 


On behalf of the Pett Village Hall 
Management Committee.

From Mr Keith Miller, Chair Fairlight 
Players 

It is with regret that I have to announce 
that the Fairlight Players' spring

Production of Wait Until Dark will not 
be going ahead.


The current situation (which I probably 
don't need to spell out to you) has

made this decision inevitable, and I am 
sure that you agree that it is the

right thing to do.


All being well, we hope to re-schedule 
Wait Until Dark for a date in the

autumn. Further details will be released 
when the situation allows us to

plan ahead with any certainty.
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FROM THE BUNKER 
 


For the Corona Virus to survive it needs 
people. We don’t want the virus and the 
only way we can minimise the risk of 
getting it is to drop out of circulation for 
a while.  Those of us who ignore 
Government advice, and continue to 
socialise, will ensure Corona lasts longer 
and inevitably kills more people, 
particularly the elderly and those with 
underlying health problems. 

 

We took our first somewhat hesitant 
steps towards self-isolation about a 
week ago. We’ve abandoned a College 
course, weekly sessions in the gym and 
Pilates classes.  With several hundred 
students attending on a daily basis, it 
would be impossible to know where 
they’ve been and what they’ve touched.

 

It is going to be difficult not having the 
human contact that we have freely 
enjoyed up until now but we’re going to 
try to be as resourceful as we possibly 
can and keep in contact with our 
children, family and friends by using 
Skype, WhatsApp etc.    We haven’t 
stocked piled any food; Morrisons are 
delivering groceries on Friday and all 
future shopping will be done online. 


We’re going to have to be well 
organised.

 

Thankfully, it is the beginning of Spring.  
If we get settled weather, it will at least 
enable us to do jobs in the garden. We 
can go for walks. We can have picnics 
on the beach. On rainy days we may 
consider re-decorating rooms, playing 
scrabble or chill-out on the sofa and 
binge-watch TV. The £40 Firestick was 
money well spent.

 

We shall miss our visits to the local pubs 
and worry that it will be a struggle for 
them to survive. It’s a Catch 22 
situation. We live in a social environment 
and yet we have to be socially distant at 
least for a while.

 

We’ve not lived through a war situation 
but for us oldies, the coming weeks may 
feel like it.  Fighting an enemy one 
cannot see, which has already invaded, 
and which for some, will have 
devastating consequences. But to put it 
into some sort of perspective our 
parents were called to fight a war, and 
we have been called to sit on a couch 
for 4 months.

 

Name & address supplied

Letters to the Editor

9



10



Pett Parish Council - david penfold, chair

The Parish Meeting should have taken place in March, but it was postponed because 
of the corona virus. Depending on how the situation develops, I hope that it will be 
possible to hold the meeting later in the year. 

There was, however, a brief council meeting, which was followed by an informal 
meeting to work out how those needing help during the current emergency can 
receive that help. The meeting also discussed how both potential helpers and those 
needing help could be identified. Other topics discussed were what kinds of help could 
be provided and how the help should be organised. The main activities identified were 
shopping and collecting medication, but there may be others; for example, it may be 
possible to supply people with hot meals in their homes by arrangement with the 
village pubs and the Beach Club. 

Subsequently, in order to avoid duplication of effort, it has been agreed that we will 
work as part of the recently established Rye Mutual Aid group. John Case has agreed 
to act as what they call Dispatcher, effectively the local co-ordinator. If you look at the 
back of this issue of the parish news, you will see how to volunteer or make 
contact requesting help. Those who have already volunteered to help via the village 
Facebook page will, I am afraid, probably be asked to complete a new form (mainly to 
satisfy data protection legislation, which may be a trial, but is there to protect all of us). 
It is important that people who volunteer to help can be trusted; there have been 
attempted scams in other parts of the country.  

To return to the council meeting, of the planning issues that were on the agenda, one 
was to report that the revised passing places in Pannel Lane had been approved, 
even though I suggested to the planning committee that one of proposed passing 
places was in a dangerous position. We shall see what happens when it is created. I 
hope that the predicted increased risk will not lead to an accident, but I fear that it will. 

The second planning issue was a new application to build what is effectively a small 
housing estate on Wakeham’s Farm, this time for 48 houses rather than the 150 that 
were on the last application. This is still more than the inspector approved for the local 
plan and, although the site is in Fairlight, the proposed development would have an 
impact on Pett Level, both because of the increase in traffic and potentially because of 
the increased amount of sewage, which, if the treatment works cannot handle it 
(Southern Water say it can), will end up in Marsham Brook. The council decided to 
object and submit the same comment as previously. 

You may have noticed that the fence on the left of the entrance to the Recreation Field 
has been renewed, but the sign has not – as yet. The council agreed a budget to put 
up not just a new sign, but a noticeboard, at least partly for the benefit of the sports 
clubs. 

Finally, I have to report the death of Tom Watkins, known to many as the man behind 
The Big White House and the renovation of The Ship at Winchelsea Beach, as well as 
for his successful career in the music industry. Our condolences go to his family.
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PETT WI Report by Belinda Wood
So  our February theme of Crafty Capers proved 
a s  m u c h  f u n a s i t w a s h o p e d i t w o u l d b e !  
Members displayed their artistic talents by making stained 
g lass  candles  and  paint ing  ceramic t i les  and 
wooden  birds  whilst  others took time to get on with the 
latest Pett knitting project. Heather Godwin introduced this 
new community knitting project which was inspired by the 
organisation “Knit for Peace”. This charity group 
encourages people from all over the country to knit with a 
purpose for their own well being but also to produce 
articles which are useful to organisations such as prisons, 
hospices, refuges, shelters etc. both in this country and 
abroad. The plan is to involve various groups in our 
community, including the WI, POPP, churches etc. to work 
together to produce dressing gowns, which are made from 

knitted squares.  

The lesser-crafty amongst us (me included!) participated in “Conversation  Corner” which was 
buzzing with ideas to discuss ways of making the most of a kind bequest made by much missed 
past member and President Muriel Turner.   We’ve had some great feedback from this meeting 
during which it was great to welcome our new members.   

 

Several of us were due to attend this year’s annual meeting of our East Sussex Federation to be 
held conveniently for us at the Hastings Centre where the guest speaker was the Reverend Richard 
Coles, the highly entertaining broadcaster, musician and of course Church of England parish 
priest.  I say “were due to attend” because just at the time of writing it has been announced it was 
being postponed until 30 September.  If any members had tickets for this event and know they are 
unable to attend the proposed new date please let Jane know as soon as possible. 

 

Sadly we have decided to postpone our own fundraising Fashion Show that was due to take place 
on Friday 1 May – all being well we very much hope to reschedule this for later in the year as we 
have had a lot of support and some promised sponsorship from Heringtons Solicitors for which we 
are very grateful. 

 

This month our speaker is from the East Sussex Hearing Loss Resources Centre the organisation 
for whom we are fundraising for this year.  


Our Bake of the Month challenge for March was “Hot Cross Buns” – a challenge that we think 
many will be up to and we were looking forward to a tasty sampling session!  


Next month our speaker is a local artisan chocolatier.  We believe that one will be very popular! 

 Due to our current numbers we are unable to permit casual guest visitors for the rest of this year’s 
meetings but we are happy to accept new members willing to pay their membership on first 
attendance. So if you are new to the village and surrounding area, or just haven’t got around to it 
yet come along - we meet generally on the third Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
at  Pett  Village Hall which is set back from the Two Sawyers pub in the middle of the 
village.      Check out our Facebook page for details of our programme or email us 
at pettwi@outlook.com to register your interest. 


Belinda Wood President, Pett WI  
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Archive Resource Centre News - Amanda Snowdon

It was rescued – with the owner’s permission - when work was carried out at The Boathouse 
about 10 years ago. Builders had a tough job hacking out the timber from the top of the bank 
and a tougher one trying to dispose of it by burning. They seemed glad to get rid of it!

This large chunk of charred timber…was once a CG flagstaff at Pett Level

A busy day at Pett's former Coastguard station – now The Boathouse – looking west and taken 
around 1900, shortly before moving to Toot Rock. Pett Level Road is to the right, behind the 
pony and trap. The flagstaff is on the top of the former canal bank.
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Archive Resource Centre News - Amanda Snowdon

Flagstaff at Cliff End 
 
Three flagstaffs at Pett Level are shown on this map - two were still standing in the early 1930s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
d 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Map 
1879 

The ARC is a community resource, archiving and conserving the histories and heritage 
 of Fairlight, Guestling and Pett.     Please email info@thearc.uk   Tel: 01424 812964 

17



18



Pett & Pett Level Youth C
lub, 1960 

Photo: D
oug G

oldsm
ith 

See Letters to the Editor, page 6
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The AGM was held on 4 March. Over 20 people 
attended and enjoyed refreshments after the 
meeting. The main points from Philippa 
Strickland’s Chairman’s report were: 

• Following the hottest day of the year, the heavens opened when Saturday 27 July 
2019 dawned. Our valiant team set about laying out the stalls and folks dashed 
with their entries to the Marquee. It was a splendid display in all classes, as good 
as 2018. Fortunately, the skies cleared and the sun came out, but it was a bit 
muddy underfoot. Nevertheless, there was a great turnout to enjoy the 
attractions, although several of our additional stalls were unable to attend, which 
was disappointing for them and us.


• Each year becomes a greater challenge. Our marquee supplier changed their 
terms of hire, so a different model was sourced, which proved to be a most 
attractive alternative.


• The day would not happen without the army of stall holders, helpers, judges, 
stewards, washer-uppers, and car-park attendants and the production and 
putting up of the posters. I hope we sent personal thanks to everyone, especially 
to those who joined us for the first time. Sorry if we missed anyone. We are also 
fortunate to have generous sponsors who help us cover the cost of essential 
items such as the rubbish skip. Also, the brass band creates a special 
atmosphere during the afternoon, and people donate raffle prizes, produce and 
cakes.


• Very sadly, we have seen the passing of people who have contributed their time 
and commitment to the Show. Dave Crouch was a behind-the-scenes chap, 
supporting Di in her role as Chair and managing the car park for many years. Don 
and Flora Wright took on the introduction of the produce stall, making it both 
efficient and highly successful. Jo Johnson was a committee member for many 
years, giving sound advice and always there to lend a hand. She ran a number of 
stalls; naming the Cuddly Toy was one of her special duties. One of her final tasks 
was helping with filling the entry cards. They will all be greatly missed. 


• Our 2020 theme is “2020 Vision”: a great theme for floral art and the craft section. 
The schedule will be out with this issue of PPN and will be on PettNet. 


Pett Flower Show and Fayre
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• After several years of challenging weather, the committee has decided that this 
year the show will be staged at the Village Hall. This is a break with tradition, but 
we feel that it is important to give it a trial. The Committee wants to retain all the 
usual elements and sincerely hopes the folks of Pett will continue to support the 
Show.


• Lastly, I am incredibly grateful to all the Committee members for their support. 
They give thoughtful advice, creative ideas and commitment to making the Show 
a success. Although not a Committee Member, we also thank Sue Dengate and 
her buddies for administering the entries. We thank those members who have 
retired: Jenni Crisford (after many years), Libby Rothwell and Jan Marsh.


Pett Flower Show and Fayre (continued from page 17)

Pett Church Flower Festival 

It might as well rain until September… 

BECAUSE you will have to wait until the 
weekend of 26th/27th September to 
enjoy the Pett Church Flower Festival.  
The wait is just as well if we are all going 
to have to go in for social distancing over 
the next few months!


The exact title of the Festival is not quite 
settled but I can disclose that it relates to 
Britain’s industrial heritage.  You may 
think that this subject matter does not 
sound exactly decorative but we can be 
absolutely sure that the very talented 
fl o w e r a r r a n g e r s w i l l d e s i g n 
arrangements which will result in 
comments such as “ That’s clever!” and 
“That’s really beautiful!”


The Flower Festival will be organised as 
in previous years: we will rely on 
g e n e ro u s s p o n s o r s t o s p o n s o r 
arrangements in memory of loved ones; 
there will be delicious tea, coffee and 

cakes and savouries;  there will be stalls 
and a tombola and raffle.


Pett Church Flower Festival will be 
mentioned in subsequent magazines and 
so, before you get a little bit fed up with 
the subject, do make a note of the date 
and also think about sponsoring an 
arrangement. Thank you!


Annual Church Meeting 
This is the season of annual meetings 
and the church is no exception.  The 
Annual Meeting of the Parochial Church 
Council will take place at Pett Village Hall 
on Tuesday 21st April at 7pm.  There will 
be reports on various topics including 
the Finances and  Guestling Bradshaw 
School and the Deanery Synod and what 
we have been doing throughout the year.


You are all welcome to attend and raise 
whatever concerns you wish and you 
can be reassured that we will be able to 
sit at the recommended distance from 
each other.

Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden, 
St.Mary and St.Peter’s Church 
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Gardening Club News - June Harris

Our March meeting centred on a most 
informative talk from our visiting speaker, 
Dr Sue Turner, on “The Social History of 
the Potato”, which focused on many 
aspects of this “humble” vegetable.  Its 
origins go back 8-10,000 years to wild 
potatoes, many varieties of which were 
discovered over time by settlers and 
peoples in Central and South America, 
principally The Andes, where growing 
conditions allowed it to exist.  The wild 
potato is bitter and can be poisonous, 
but since those early days evolution and 
human intervention have gradually 
created the much loved vegetable we all 
now take for granted.  


One famous myth Sue dispelled for us is 
that Sir Walter Raleigh introduced the 
potato to this country – in fact it was 
brought over from the Americas around 
1570 by the Spanish Conquistadors, 
along with tomatoes, peppers and chilis, 
all part of the same botanical family. Its 
introduct ion was not universal ly 
successful, Spaniards spurning it until 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t , u s i n g re v e r s e 
psychology, banned it for the masses, 
stating it was a luxury item only 
appropriate for the aristocracy – then 
everybody wanted it!  Similarly, others 
against its introduction in the 17th 
century said it caused consumption, 
scrofula, rickets and leprosy!  The 
opposite is actually true, the potato 
having a high nutritional value, including 
vitamin content, which would prevent 
rickets and promote healthy growth.  


Sue explained that the Irish population 
was generally far healthier than that of 
other comparable European countries in 
the early 19th century, but its downfall in 
the Irish Potato Famine of the mid 1840s 
came about due to the reliance on a 
single potato variety, the Lumper, and 

the flatbed growing method employed 
universally, which literally laid the crops 
open to any infection.  The potato blight 
arrived in Belgium on 24th June 1845, in 
a s i n g l e i n f e c t e d c o n s i g n m e n t 
originating in Mexico.  By October of 
that year the disease had spread rapidly 
throughout Europe including Ireland, 
where the Lumper, being essentially 
m o n o c u l t u r e , w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
susceptible.  Since the Irish people 
relied almost entirely on the potato as 
their main food, unlike other countries 
where a greater variety of vegetables 
formed the staple diet, the impact was 
catastrophic, 2 million of the then 
population of 8 million perishing as a 
direct consequence.


Since those dark days, through 
c o n t i n u o u s s c i e n t i fi c b r e e d i n g 
programmes, the potato has evolved to 
be adaptable to different climactic 
conditions and more resistant to pests 
and diseases.   This most versatile 
vegetable has many forms today – 
potato flour in South America; a basis for 
alcoholic drinks such as legal vodka and 
illegal poteen…; starch in such diverse 
forms as wallpaper paste and a research 
product within the pharmaceutical 
industry.  In its best known form, as a 
much-loved foodstuff, familiar varieties 
with different properties abound  – the 
Cara, best for baked potatoes - 
Charlotte, a firm salad potato - the very 
early, much valued Jersey Royal – 
actually a company name and not the 
varietal name, that being International 
Kidney.  Arguably most importantly, 
however,  the potato’s universal 
popularity is assured and future proofed 
through potato crisps and McDonald’s 
fries!
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VOLUNTEER 
NEEDED 

Flowerpots, our mother and 
toddler group who meet at the 

village hall on Monday mornings 
is looking for someone to 

supervise this lovely friendly 
group.


If you are interested and would 
like more details please contact


Abbe Whittle on 07980008347 or 
email at abbewhittle@gmail.com


Or Carol Pecorini on 01424 
813544 or email 

carol.pecorini@gmail.com

Easter Lillies & Flowers 

If you would like to make a 
donation in memory of a loved 
one, please let Cathy Norris or 

Meriel Deasy know by Sunday 5th 
April. 


Lillies usually cost between 

£3-£5 each. 


There is a list at the back of Pett 
church if you are unable to get 

hold of Cathy or Merial. 


Meriel Deasy

Reader,


Tel: 01424 813065

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Winners for February  are 

1st Betty Harknett 

2nd Ian Mitchell 

3rd Jane Gordon 

  

Draw Date 4th March 2020 

!  

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN           

Rhubarb, rhubarb ….…… and Spring is here – well, it’s meant to be?  This is a 
great favourite with children and grown-ups alike.  You can substitute ginger nuts 
for the digestives.


RHUBARB FUDGE CRUMBLE 
Serves 6 

700g  (1 1/2lb) Rhubarb, cut in 2.5cm (1in) pieces              
Grated rind and juice of 1 orange

75g  (3oz) Sugar, white or brown


For the Fudge Crumble 

125g (4oz) Butter

125g (4oz) Demerara Sugar

175g (6oz) Digestive Biscuits, crushed into crumbs

1 rounded teaspoon ground cinnamon


Put the cut-up rhubarb in an ovenproof dish along with the grated orange rind, 
orange juice and sugar.  Cover dish with foil and bake in oven 180C (350F) Gas 
Mark 4 for about 30mins until the rhubarb is just soft – not mushy and falling apart.  
Allow to cool.


Melt butter in saucepan, stir in the demerara sugar, digestive crumbs and 
cinnamon.  Cook for 5 mins, stirring from time to time.  


Cover the surface of the cooled, cooked rhubarb with the biscuit 


Mixture and bake in a hot oven 200C (400F) Gas Mark 6 for 15-20 mins.  Remove 
from oven and serve either warm with vanilla ice cream, or cold with whipped 
cream.


Su Fleigh  

Update from The Old Butcher’s Shop 
Sarah would like it be known that she can currently 
get bread each day and milk for Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday if they are order the day before - see 

advert on page 14
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CHURCH NEWS - Rector’s Ruminations

When I first began to write this piece, 
the spread of the coronavirus was 
growing but wasn’t severe. Now we are 
in a different phase with all the 
challenges, difficulties and in some 
cases grief that comes with it. We don’t 
know how serious, or how long this 
outbreak will last but all we can do 
against this microscopic hidden enemy, 
is to observe the precautions and hope 
and pray. 


For once in our lives many of us are 
finding ourselves vulnerable and 
helpless. If you need help, or 
reassurance, or know of others who do, 
there are local volunteers and schemes 
available, please do use them. 
Alongside others, the church is helping 
to provide transport, shopping, 
practical help and a comforting chat 
where needed by phone. In addition, if 
you have a prayer request send it in to 
us. If you would like to receive a regular 
bible text, a thought for the day or a 
message of encouragement, contact us 
at admin@fairlightandpett.com or 
phone 01424 812799, or go to our 
website www.fairlightandpett.com 


I have heard people say this virus is a 
judgement from God, I don’t believe it! 
Jesus said He came not to condemn 
the world, but to save it. Those words 
reflect what God is really like and are 
backed up by the events of the first 
Easter, where Jesus sacrificed His life 
for us, so that all who put their trust in 
Him may have eternal life. Such 
sacrifice and mercy on the part of 
Jesus, is not consistent with a God 
whose primary motive is to condemn. 


So why do we have this virus? Bad 
things happen in a world that is dying 
and bad things are sometimes made 
worse by unwise humans decisions. 
This also accounts for the 
environmental problems that the world 
is facing.   


Even in our sophisticated world there 
are things that we cannot control, such 
as drought, floods, wildfires, global 
warming and flu pandemics. 
Sometimes all we can do is pray and 
help as best we can. Occasionally, our 
prayers are answered in quite amazing 
ways. 


In this period when the coronavirus is 
bringing disruption and fear into our 
lives, let each of us do all we can to 
help one another, especially the 
vulnerable and those who fall ill. It is in 
times of crisis and need that we see the 
best and the worst of human nature. 
May we see the best on display in Pett!


God bless you and may you have a 
very happy Easter. 


Richard Barron    Rector
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Church News

There were about 30 
people who attended 
the unity service 
which made it very 
cosy and friendly. 
The diocesan film 
provided insight into 
all the voluntary work 
tha t takes p lace 
through the church in 
Sussex . D id you 
know for example 
that the church is the 
biggest voluntary 
o r g a n i s a t i o n i n 
S u s s e x a n d 
volunteers give over 
250,000 hours of 
s e r v i c e f o r 
community projects 
each year? There are 
also 38,000 children 
a t t e n d i n g 1 5 6 
diocesan schools, 
plus 3,000 children 
attending Christian 

act iv i t ies weekly. 
Much of this work is 
unseen and unsung 
and t akes p l ace 
t h rough the 364 
parish churches. 


Some who attended 
the unity service 
loved the Village Hall 
setting and said we 
must do it again, 
others were not so 
k e e n . A m o n g 
suggestions received 
so far is that we use 
the big hall and hold 
a Songs of Praise, or 
a s imi lar specia l 
occasion. We will 
look at the options, 
bu t ce r ta in l y we 
learnt a great deal 
that was helpful.   

Prayer for a Pandemic 

May we who are merely 
inconvenienced

remember those whose lives 
are at stake.

May we who have no risk 
factors

remember those most 
vulnerable.

May we who have the luxury 
of working from home

remember those who must 
choose between 

preserving their health or 
making their rent.

May we who have the 
flexibility to care for our 
children

when their schools close 

remember those who have no 
options.

May we who have to cancel 
our trips

remember those who have no 
safe place to go.

May we who are losing our 
margin money

In the tumult of the economic 
market

remember those who have no 
margin at all.

May we who settle in for a 
quarantine at home

remember those who have no 
home.


As fear grips our country, let 
us choose love.

During this time when we 
cannot physically

wrap around each other,

let us yet find ways to be the 
loving embrace of God 

to our neighbours.

Amen


Feedback from the Unity Service at 
Pett Village Hall, March 1st 
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Pett level independent rescue boat

April is finally here, with a few signs of 
spring at last! As ever, we’ve already 
sprung into action with lots of events 
and planning at Pett Level Independent 
Rescue Boat. 


With several of our base and boat 
trainee volunteers getting closer to their 
full crew assessments later this month, 
our focus on training has continued. 
Although everyone’s also busy with 
their daytime jobs, we’ve managed to 
maintain our Wednesday evening 
training sessions, as well as our usual 
Sunday morning work. Along with our 
general First Aid and boat-based 
activit ies, we’re also priorit ising 
casualty care and retrieval. Because 
this type of situation is a regular call-out 
for us as the season gets progressively 
warmer, it is being practised across 
different types of beach and at-sea 
scenarios, so that we can be Shout-
ready as needed.


On land, our preparations for our annual 
fundraiser Open Day on Sunday 24th 
May continue, pending further updates 
on the national Coronavirus situation. 
We already have plenty of exciting 
events and activities lined up, with live 
music confirmed from Pan Up Steel, 
plus activities and stalls for all the 
family. We’ll also be putting on a sea 
display, which should take place at 
around 2pm in the afternoon (weather 
permitting)! 


Before this, we also have a date for 
your April diaries: the 17th April. This is 
when the fantastic team at the Robin 
Hood Inn, Icklesham are supporting us 
with a fish and chip supper event. This 
is a limited number, pre-book event, 
with tickets at £10 per person. For 
every ticket sold, £5 is being donated to 
our Reserve Launch Recovery Vehicle 
campaign and could make a real 
difference to us actually getting the 
vehicle fully functional for 2020. Many 
of our team will be there, so, if you’d 
like to enjoy some fish and chips with 
us, please pop into the Robin Hood to 
book your tickets.


Finally, a reminder that Barbara’s charity 
shed is now opened for the season on 
those good-weather Sundays! Please 
remember us if you’re spring cleaning 
or decluttering and have any useful and 
saleable goods to donate. Alternatively, 
if you’re looking for a few bargains, do 
pop down on Sunday mornings to 
make the most of the shed and to say 
hello.


We’ll be back next month with our 
Open Day updates, but in the meantime 
please stay in touch through our 
website at https://plirb.com or our 
social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue 
and Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat 
and, as ever, please keep well, take 
care and stay beach aware. 
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Sydney Fleet 
Sydney Edward Fleet was born in 
Winchelsea in 1897, to Arthur and 
Elizabeth Fleet. Soon after he was born 
the family moved to Elms Farm, Pett 
where Arthur was employed as a 
stockman. Sydney worked as a 
wagoner’s mate after leaving school, and 
then as a cowman. 

In November 1915 he enlisted under the 
Derby scheme as Private 17159 in the 
3rd Battalion of the Royal West Kent 
Regiment, and immediately joined the 
reserves. During this time he wore an 
official armband to deter “white 
feathers”.

On 22nd January 1916 he married Ethel 
Crapnell of St Leonards and moved to 
The Lillies, in Pett. A son, Arthur, was 
born later that year.

In July 1916 he was mobilized and 
started training. In September he was 
transferred to the Machine Gun Corps as 
Private 43996 and continued training. 

On the 8th November he embarked at 
Devonport and sailed for Salonika, 
where he disembarked on the 4th 
December, and was posted to the 65th 
M.G.C. Company. 

He served on the Salonika front for the 
rest of the war, and eventually sailed for 
home on 2nd June 1919. On 14th July, 
after demobilization he was transferred 
to the Army Reserve.

Sydney returned to his trade as a 
stockman, but on 30th April 1920 he died 
at his home, Myrtle Cottage, of heart 

disease, probably aggravated by 
malaria. 

A daughter, Mary, was born on 29th 
June. Sydney Fleet is buried in Pett 
Churchyard. 

He is commemorated in Pett Church, on 
the Pett War Memorial, and in Pett 
Methodist Chapel.  

He was awarded the British War Medal 
and the Victory Medal.

THE PETT FALLEN 
The last in an occasional series to commemorate the men of Pett who 

died in the Great War,  1914 – 1918
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In October 1915 a multinational force 
was sent to Salonika (Thessalonika to 
the British) in northern Greece to assist 
the Serbs in their fight against the 
Bulgarians. The Serbs had retired to 
Albania and the Allied force went into 
the line in the mountains around 
Kosturino in November to try and block 
the Bulgarian advance.

Apart from artillery exchanges, little 
fighting took place until 6 December 
when the Bulgarians attacked following 
a heavy bombardment. Outnumbered 
and lacking sufficient artillery, the Allied 
forces fell back on Salonika. Fearful of a 
Bulgarian assault, and uncertain of 
neutral Greece, the Allies spent the first 
half of 1916 constructing  a fortified 
line known as ‘The Birdcage’  in the hills 
around the city.

The Bulgarians did not attack, and the 
Allies were able to advance north and 
west during 1916. They established a 
front line that ran from the Albanian 
coast to the mouth of the River Struma.

By 1917 the Allied force, numbering 
500,000 troops, faced the Bulgarian 
Army and German, Austro-Hungarian 
and Turkish units, totalling 300,000 men. 
The front line stretched from Albania to 
the mouth of the River Struma in 
Greece.

By March 1917 the British Salonika 
Force (BSF) held 90 miles (144 km) of 
front, including the key strategic 
position at Doiran. 

In April 1917 an offensive was launched 
with French, Italian, Russian and 
Serbian troops. In support, the BSF 
at tempted to capture Bulgar ian 
positions around Doiran. When this 

offensive failed, static trench warfare 
continued until autumn 1918.

Living conditions for soldiers on both 
sides were harsh. Winter and summer 
brought extremes of climate, and 
disease - especially malaria - caused 
many more casualties than fighting.

On 15 September 1918 Allied forces 
went onto the offensive. The BSF 
attacked at Doiran, helping French and 
Serbian troops to break the Bulgarian 
defences. Unable to stop this advance, 
the Bulgarian Army was forced into full 
retreat.

On 29 September, Bulgaria signed an 
armistice and fighting ceased the 
following day.

Martin King 

This article first appeared in “The Fallen 
of Pett” by David Breakell and Martin 
King

The Salonika campaign – a brief history
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY

I was casting round for inspiration for this 
month’s column and thought I’d wander out and 
see what was in the garden.  I almost 
immediately found half a dozen bees, so I’ll 
indulge myself with yet another column about 
my favourite subject. 

The first bee I saw was a solitary bee – the hairy-
footed flower bee, a female one to be precise.  
The Facebook groups have been full of pictures 
of male hairy-footed flower bees which emerge 
earlier than the females and they are the ones 
with the hairy feet.  This female was foraging on 
some red dead-nettle on my neglected 
vegetable plot and on some dwarf comfrey that 
is now in flower and threatening to invade the 
vegetable patch yet again.  Despite the 
meaningless name (all bees are flower bees 
because they all eat pollen), hairy-footed flower 
bees are mining bees and dig their nests 
underground.  On the same comfrey patch I 
found a buff-tailed bumblebee worker – the first 
of the year.  She was quite small and collecting 
pollen which means that she was one of the first 
workers to emerge from the first batch of eggs 
laid by the queen.  In another part of the garden 
I found a buff-tailed bumblebee queen.  That 
queen was searching for a nest and so must have 
emerged later than the queen that founded the 
colony that the worker was from.  Confused? 
Then I’ll just quickly run through the bumblebee 
life cycle again. 

As a bumblebee colony matures (from mid-
summer to late autumn) both males and queens 
are produced.  Males and queens mate 
(preferably with ones from different colonies), 
the males die and the queens hibernate.  When 
they emerge in the spring, the queens feed 
themselves up on pollen and nectar to develop 
their ovaries, then they go looking for a nest.  
Old mouse holes or bird nesting boxes that 
didn’t get cleaned out are perfect because 
bumblebees can’t dig or carry large chunks of 
nest material about.  When she finds a suitable 
nest, she makes a wax pot and fills it with 
nectar which will keep her energy levels up 

while she creates brood chambers and lays eggs 
in them.  The eggs hatch into larvae (the 
bumblebee equivalent of caterpillars), she feeds 
the larvae with nectar and pollen.  When big 
enough, the larvae pupate (pupa = chrysalis) and 
shortly after emerge as the first batch of 
workers.  Once the workers have emerged, the 
queen stays at home, creating brood chambers 
and laying eggs while the workers feed the next 
batch of larvae.  The colony will go through 
several cycles as each batch of workers emerge 
and the size of the workers increases each time 
because more workers means more food.  
Eventually, the queen starts to lay male eggs as 
well as female eggs and the females (queens) 
and males will go off and start all over again.  
(The original queen and any workers still alive 
will then die.) 

I also found an Early Bumblebee Queen.  More 
confusion here – Early refers to the species of 
bumblebee – Bombus pratorum to give it its 
Sunday name – not necessarily to the fact that 
they emerge particularly early.  They are 
sometimes given the name Spring Bumblebee, 
not just because they emerge in the spring, but 
because the colony has a short life cycle and so 
the colony has ended by late spring.   

The early queen was foraging on our flowering 
currant bush.  For some reason, bumblebees and 
some solitary bees are particularly fond of 
flowering currant pollen.  Experiments with 
captive bees have shown that they will eat 
flowering currant pollen in preference to other 
pollens, even though it has been separated from 
the flowers.  If you want to recognize the early 
bumblebee, then look for yellow stripes 
(maximum of 2) and a gingery red tail.  They are 
also Britain’s smallest bumblebee.  Not only are 
they the smallest, but when I used to collect 
pollen, I could rely on the early workers because 
they carried huge lumps of pollen out of all 
proportion to their size.  Perhaps that’s why 
their colony life is short on the basis of ‘eat fast 
and die young’. 
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Design our Pett Level Postcard 2020

Children’s Art Competition  

What’s special about Pett Level? Games on the beach? Fossil hunting at Cliff end? Our fantastic wild 
birds?


If you can think of anyone under 16 who might be looking for something to do over the school 
holidays why not get them to capture their favourite thing about Pett Level as a drawing, a painting, a 
collage – anything they like – and enter our competition. Its free to enter and the winning picture will 

be turned into a postcard which will be available for sale in the village over the summer. 

Our competition judge this year will be renowned local artist Annie Soudain. 

FREE entry

Competition Deadline: Saturday 23rd May 2020


Prize: £30 voucher and a framed copy of the postcard once printed


All entries will be displayed in the New Beach Club at Pett Level over the late May Bank holiday 
weekend. The winner will be announced at the Club on Monday 25th May 2020 at 14.30


Entry Forms and competition rules available from:

The New Beach Club  

Pett level Rd 
Pett Level 
TN35 4EH 

Or download from:  www.pettlevelpreservationtrust.org


All proceeds go to The Pett Level Preservation Trust, a small group of volunteers who protect 24 
acres of Pett Level land as a haven for wildlife and simply for people to enjoy


Annual General Meeting  

6.30pm 24 April 2020 
New Beach Club Pett level Rd 

TN35 4EH 
Guest Speaker: Fergus Garrett 

Head Gardener at Great Dixter and Chief Executive of the Great Dixter Charitable 
Trust


Why not come along and find out more about the Pett Level Preservation Trust. 


Entry is free and everyone is welcome

Pett Level Preservation Trust
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 APRIL 2020 RYE (HARBOUR) 
 
 HEIGHTS ARE ABOVE ORDNANCE DATUM (NEWLYN) 
 
 High Water 
 
 Date Morning Afternoon 
 
 Time m Time m 
 
 1 W d� 03 09  2.5 15 41  2.2 
 2 TH  04 19  2.0 17 47  1.9 
 3 F  06 35  2.0 19 16  2.2 
 4 SA  07 50  2.5 20 21  2.6 
 5 SU  08 50  3.0 21 15  3.3 
 
 6 M  09 42  3.5 22 03  3.8 
 7 TU  10 29  3.9 22 48  4.1 
 8 W O 11 12  4.0 23 32  4.3 
 9 TH  11 54  4.1   
 10 F  00 14  4.3 12 33  4.0 
 
 11 SA  00 54  4.3 13 14  4.0 
 12 SU  01 36  4.0 13 57  3.6 
 13 M  02 20  3.5 14 43  3.1 
 14 TU e� 03 09  3.0 15 36  2.6 
 15 W  04 06  2.5 16 38  2.2 
 
 16 TH  05 15  2.0 17 52  2.0 
 17 F  07 07  1.9 19 31  2.0 
 18 SA  08 35  2.2 20 40  2.5 
 19 SU  09 25  2.5 21 28  2.9 
 20 M  10 03  2.9 22 08  3.1 
 
 21 TU  10 34  3.1 22 43  3.4 
 22 W  11 03  3.3 23 16  3.5 
 23 TH z� 11 31  3.3 23 44  3.5 
 24 F  11 58  3.4   
 25 SA  00 06  3.4 12 20  3.4 
 
 26 SU  00 28  3.4 12 42  3.4 
 27 M  00 53  3.4 13 10  3.4 
 28 TU  01 25  3.3 13 46  3.1 
 29 W  02 04  3.0 14 31  2.8 
 30 TH d� 02 55  2.5 15 32  2.4 
 
 

 Time Zone UT(GMT) 
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