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Welcome 
We continue our partnership with Guestling Bradshaw School to design a seasonal front 
cover for the magazine and the Spring winner is Maisie. The judges all felt that her great 
use of colour was just the thing to cheer us all up after the awful winter we’ve had. 

Well done Maisie!  


Elsewhere in this issue we recognise Phil & Eve Button’s contribution to village life over 
the past 30 plus years with a presentation in the Village Hall. There is information on this 
year’s Flower Show; an update on the Archive Resources Centre (ARC); information on a 
new initiative - Pett on the Knit and a report on the very successful village quiz in aid of 
Pett churches, plus all the regular articles, although Su Fleigh, our resident cookery 
writer is having a rest this month, but I hope she will return in April with some delicious 
new recipes


Please don’t overlook the back page advert, which gives exciting news of a new shop in 
Pett - The Old Butcher’s Shop. It is always heartening to hear of a new village shop 
opening, not closing, so please support this great venture of Sarah’s. I’m sure it will be a 
brilliant success.


The Annual Parish Meeting is on Tuesday 17th March, (see page 8). This is your 
opportunity to discus matters of importance to the community, so do try and attend and 
make your views heard. 


Mike and I are still looking for an assistant editor to join the magazine team. No one has 
stepped forward as yet, but we live in hope. Our contact details are below.


Until next month

Best wishes


John 

THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 

John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 or 07525032198 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 

Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator, 01424 812323 

And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then 
we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPY 
Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten please contact 
us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and phone number. When 
submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. 
No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any 
copy received. 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every reasonable effort 
has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the publishers or the news 
team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed 
herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not 
necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can 
uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication.
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Letters to the Editor

THANK YOU FROM PHIL AND EVE BUTTON 
We went along to the February coffee morning and were taken by surprise when we 
were presented with a huge cake, made by Carol Pecorini, a membership to English 
Heritage and a wooden garden “love seat”.  We would like to thank everyone that 
contributed to our Retirement gifts and a card full of comments and kind thoughts.

We are planning to spend time reorganising our garden and hope to choose a sunny 
spot to put the garden seat.  Here we can contemplate the next job or just sit down 
and drink tea!  The latter will probably be more preferable.  We are looking forward to 
using the English Heritage membership as we both enjoy going to stately homes, 
castles and gardens and now we will have more time to enjoy being able to go when 
we want to - maybe even on a weekday – what luxury.

Also thank you to everyone that brought us cards and gifts to the shop.  The last 
Saturday was a bit of a blur with so many people coming in to wish us all the best in 
our retirement.

It does seem strange not having to get up at 5.00 am but after a couple of weeks we 
are finding it easier.  The thing we miss most of all is talking to everyone in the shop, 
and catching up with “village news”.  Lots of people would come to us for local 
knowledge, which is something we have built up over the 30 years of having the 
Butcher’s Shop.

Once again heartfelt thanks


Phil and Eve 
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From Pat & Brian Roberts 

Ex-levellers catch up 

Pat, Brian & Toto made the big move from their home of many years at Pett Level 
reluctantly but for practical reasons.  We changed the wonderful beach, cliffs, dog 
walks and many friends, for the gentle slopes of the Rye foothills. The natives are 
very friendly and we are 10 minutes walk into Rye centre. Toto has found some new 
'friends' and plenty of walks close by.


We will be back regularly to inspect our old neighbourhood, a place with many 
happy memories, and hopefully bump into some old faces, check on the new builds 
and see if there is any change (for the better) for the Smuggler. We have spies in the 
area, will still get the Parish Magazine so our beady eyes will still be on you.


Best wishes to all our old (and young) friends in the area.


Pat & Brian Roberts

Letters to the Editor

Pett Village Allotments 
Association (PVAA) 

General Meeting 
2020
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Pett Parish Council - david penfold, chair

The council has not met in February. Nevertheless, matters continue to be raised. 
There are two that most people are probably aware of and they are related. The first is 
the posters put up round the village, asking people to let the parish clerk or myself 
know of possible issues that we can take up in a meeting with East Sussex Highways. 
More about that below. 

The second matter is the continued discussion of parking in what used to be a lay-by 
opposite the Methodist Chapel. There are various issues here, but it is only the road 
safety issue that is of concern to the council: the parked cars mean that it is not 
possible for two vehicles to pass and, taken together with the lack of visibility, there is 
always the possibility of an incident. 

The council has been looking at ways to resolve this situation and are pleased that. as 
noted previously, the Village Hall Committee has agreed to allow general parking in 
the Village Hall car park. So, please, use the Village Hall car park if you are have 
business in the centre of the village. However, people have a right to park where 
they wish and therefore the council is looking for other ways to reduce the risk. This is 
one issue that will be raised in the forthcoming meeting with East Sussex Highways 
mentioned above. Other issues will include those raised in response to the posters put 
up around the village. If you responded, please accept my thanks. While many of the 
issues raised cannot be dealt with by the council, we can raise them with Highways if 
appropriate. Of course, their response may not always be what people want. Often it 
is limited by what they are allowed to do. 

In connection with speeding especially, the Rother Association of Local Councils is 
putting forward a series of proposals to both Highways and the police. The initial 
response is encouraging. More information will be forthcoming in due course. 

The Annual Parish Meeting is on Tuesday 17 March (see elsewhere in this issue). All 
are welcome and the issues mentioned above may well be raised at the meeting. 
Other issues likely to be raised include: making the village a ‘No Cold Calling’ area; 
Neighbourhood Watch; SpeedWatch and any others you may feel it is important to 
discuss. 

I should, of course, have mentioned the retirement of Phil and Eve Button in the last 
issue of the Parish News. Much has been written elsewhere, but I would like to add 
the thanks of the Parish Council for everything that Phil and Eve have done for the 
village over a long period. 

While there are no planning developments to mention  this month, I can report that the 
public areas of The Smuggler have been made a community asset. Whether this will 
have any effect on the future of the pub remains to be seen. There is, at present, no 
further indication that a doctor’s surgery will be relocated there. 

Finally, I have to report the death of Mac (Macmilan) Lavety. Mac was known to many 
and, at one time, he used to cook for POPP. Our condolences go to his partner and 
his family.
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PETT WI Report by Belinda Wood
News from Pett WI!  

2020 is springing along nicely and we had a record number of new members joining 
us this year– we welcomed many of them in January at a very buzzing Bucks Fizz 
Brunch meeting where as well as renewing our subs and catching up with friends we 
also heard about the upcoming year’s programme including a new social club with 
theatre trips to the West End and Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre already being 
planned.  We have also got very trendy this year and have launched our first What’s 
App Pett WI Social Club group enabling members to keep in touch in between 
meetings and suggest social events that may be of interest.  


We were also pleased to be able 
to present Daliea Redman, Chair 
of the Rye & District Dementia 
Action Alliance, with a cheque for 
£1,000 raised as a result of our 
“Fitness Frolics” health and well 
being day back at the end of 
November. Daliea updated us with 
ways in which the money would 
help improve the environment for 
people living with various forms of 
dementia and their carers.  


“Crafty Capers” was the theme for 
our February meet ing wi th 
members given the opportunity of 
trying a little stained glass art, 
ceramic tile and wooden bird 
decoration and crochet/knitting.  
For members who, a’hem a little 

like me prefer to socialise than craft, we had a conversation corner table where we 
discussed ideas on a variety of matters connected with our coming year and 
fundraising opportunities.  


Talking of fundraising please save the date now for a very exciting Fashion Show 
taking place on Friday 1 May at 7.30pm at Pett Village Hall in association with The 
Funky Hen boutique.  We are looking forward to this very much and will have more 
details in next month’s magazine but let’s just say it’s going to be fabulous darlings! 


Belinda Wood

President, Pett WI 
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When you cast a pebble in a pond, 
who knows how far the ripples will 
spread? A few weeks ago, I received 
an email out of the blue from a former 
resident of Pett, who had come across 
The ARC’s website.  I say ‘former 
resident’, but my correspondent was a 
mere baby at that time and this was 
when World War II was at its height! 
Terry Milham has lived most of his life 
in Australia and is now retired and 
residing just outside Sydney, NSW.


His reason for contacting me? He 
wanted to see if he could find out 
more about his late father, who had 
come from the area but sadly was 
killed in that war, while serving in Italy 
with the British Army. On Terry’s last 
visit to the UK he had visited the 
parish but was unable to find any 
mention of his father and noted that 
his name was not mentioned on the 
War Memorial.  I had to do a double 
take, because the surname was 
familiar to me. It will not have escaped 


the eagle-eyed 
among you that a 
certain G E Milham 
was in fact one of 
the “Missing 10” whose lack of a 
permanent memorial was one of the 
key drivers for our Project Remember 
in 2018. His name proudly appears on 
the plaque in the churchyard that was 
dedicated on November 11th that year.


By the time I had replied to Terry with 
the good, not to say heartwarming, 
news he had gone on to find  the 
“Project Remember” page on PettNet 
which tells the story of how that new 
memorial came to be. Needless to say 
he is delighted with the outcome and 
we hope that he will visit Pett again in 
the near future to see it for himself. 
Terry has supplemented the few bare 
facts we had regarding his father, but 
naturally if anyone knows any more 
about the Milhams while they were (we 
understand they lived at Marsh 
Cottage, Chick Hill) do get in touch. 


email: info@the arc.uk  


Archive Resource Centre (ARC) News

ARC DIARIES 
Our fundraising programme continues apace. Our current target is to raise around 
£7000 on top of what has been donated thus far. By the end of January, we had 
completed grant applications to five donor organisations. The first of these has 
now born fruit with a donation of £1000 from The Isabel Blackman Foundation of 
Hastings, which has been gratefully received. We will keep you updated with 
developments on this front in the next few months. Before we commit to the 
building works at the Village Hall, we want to be sure that we have sufficient to 
complete the task.


David Breakell

THE ARC GOES DOWN UNDER !
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Can you guess what our latest mystery 
object is – and where it once stood?


This lump of charred, old timber - a 
remnant of its former identity - may look a 
wreck now but its appearance belies a 
noble past.

See picture solution next month!

Amanda Snowden

Thank you to those who responded to our ‘Y’ Station article in February - every 
comment is read and adds something to the story. 


Over the years many local sites and structures of historical interest have 
disappeared.  Some of these changes are inevitable as our villages evolve. 


As always the ARC would like to record and research similar losses from our 
heritage – so if you would like to add to the list please do get in touch. 


Email:  	 	 info@the arc.uk  

Telephone:	 01424  812964

Mystery timber remnant

Mystery timber base

Archive Resource Centre (ARC) News
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Pett on the Knit
Here in Pett we would like to set up a Knitting and Crochet Group – Pett on the Knit. 
We are hoping to meet at the monthly Coffee Mornings at Pett Village Hall and again 
during the month, maybe on one morning or one evening, to make items for Knit for 
Peace. If you are interested please let Heather or Jane know - the pattern is on page 
15 and it will also be available at Coffee Mornings - so start knitting, either at home 

or at one of the gatherings!  


Knit for Peace UK is an initiative of the Charities Advisory Trust 
Here at Knit for Peace we believe that knitting (and crochet) is good for people. As 
well as being fun and therapeutic, knitting brings people together and gives a way of 
helping others in need, providing benefits both to the knitter and the recipient. Based 
on our experience of developing Knit for Peace over the last few years, we have 
learned that knitting is extremely important as an activity that can be carried out right 
into extreme old age and helps improve long-term health, both mental and physical. 
Our policy is to encourage people to give, whether it is time or money. So we set 
about finding outlets. We now distribute regularly to over 200 outlets, including 
hospitals, women’s refuges, refugee drop-in centres, prisons, community groups, and 

hospices as well as to developing countries and refugee camps, 
or those living in the rubble in Syria. We send the knitting (and 
crochet) to where it’s needed. We also pass on donations of 
yarn and needles to enable people on low incomes to knit. The 
operation has grown organically, and we estimate we have over 
22,000 knitters. 

Knit for Peace is happy to receive any items: hats, gloves, 
scarves, baby items – have a look at their website https://
knitforpeace.org.uk. One pattern that took our eye is a 
dressing gown made up of 112 squares. The 12cm squares are 
knitted or crocheted diagonally with any double knitting wool 
using size 4mm (old UK size 8). Once we have enough squares 
they can be sewn or crocheted together to make the dressing 
gown.

About Knit for Peace Uk

Please let us know if you would be interested in meeting up 
more often than the monthly Coffee Mornings. 

Heather: heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk  (07977 100 296) 

Jane:    lasweanus@gmail.com 
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PATTERN FOR SQUARES
Use size 4 needles (old size 8) and Double Knitting wool 

Cast on 2 stitches 

Knit one row. 

Next row: K1, Inc 1 (by knitting into front and back of stitch) – knit to 
end. 

Repeat this row until work measures 12cm along straight edge. 

Next row: K1, K2tog, K to end. 

Repeat this row until 2 stitches left. 

K 1 row. 

K 2tog. Cast off.

Pett on the Knit

2020 Garden Club Schedule (Revised) 

15



16



On Saturday 15th February almost 100 
people braved Storm Dennis and 
congregated at the Village Hall for 
Quiz Night,

The idea came from Heather Godwin 
and Wendy Burgess as a fundraiser for 
the Churches of Pett. Heather 
organised the event, set the questions 
and hosted the evening.

The hall was full and a wonderful 
community atmosphere prevailed.

The total amount raised was an 
amazing £602.50. All of this will be 
gratefully received by the churches 
and used to keep the buildings 
repaired and running.

The total was boosted by the fact that 
Rod Rolfe and David Burgess paid for 

the hire of the Village Hall. This is an 
extremely generous act and much 
appreciated.

 In addition to this our favourite 
Quizmaster Ray Barden returned to 
give us a brilliant and entertaining 
evening – even if some of us were not 
too good with the answers.

My sincere thanks go to Heather, 
Wendy, Rod, David and Ray and also 
to the scorers – Jeanette, Carol and 
Stella. Also to Rod for the tricky task 
of maintaining the scoreboard.

Well done everyone, we look forward 
to the next one!!!


Gill Plank

VILLAGE QUIZ NIGHT

The Committee have put their heads together planning the schedule based 
on this year’s theme of ‘2020 Vision’. It will be issued with the April edition 

of Pett Parish News and will also be available on the village website, 
www.pettnet.org.uk.


With the change of venue this year to Pett Village Hall ,there is much 
planning in hand to accommodate all the usual attractions on the day. 


We welcome views from all on the future of the show, so please come along 
to the AGM on Wednesday 4 March, 7.00 pm at the Pett Village Hall.  

The Committee look forward to seeing you there. 

Pett Flower Show 
Saturday 25 July 2020 
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The garden club held their AGM in 
February. Afterwards we were pleased to 
welcome Edward Barham, owner of Hole 
Park which the club visited in May 2019, 
to hear more about both house and 
garden.

	 

Edward’s great grandfather acquired the 
estate in 1911, during a time when land 
was difficult to sell and was cheap. The 
original dwelling, a farmhouse with a 
gentleman’s residence built on to the 
front, was replaced by an imposing 
Edwardian building. After surviving the 
trenches himself, but losing his eldest 
son in the first world war, Edward’s great 
grandfather retired to his land and, 
inspired by Gertrude Jekyll’s ideas, 
created the garden from nothing. During 
the second world war the house was 
used as a barracks and afterwards it lay 
empty and neglected, until Edward’s 
father made the enlightened decision to 
redevelop the house along the lines of 
the original gentleman’s residence, 
making a much smaller building about a 
quarter of the size. It is now a private 
family home.

	 

Set in the beautiful Wealden landscape, 
in over 200 acres of parkland, the 
garden covers 16 acres. In addition, an 
ancient semi-natural wood, one that has 
been managed  by humans for centuries 
for timber and other industries, is a big 
attraction for visitors due to its 
springtime quilt of English bluebells.

	 

Edward inherited a rather dated garden 
including a dark avenue of trees which 
obscured the view of the surrounding 
parkland. Now, opposite the house, 
formally clipped evergreens are a 
reminder of the formal beds that used to 


be there, and the avenue has been 
felled, opening up a wide expanse of 
gentle grassy slopes that lead the eye to 
the view beyond. This aim of connecting 
the garden outward, to the wider 
landscape, where once it looked inward, 
is a chief feature of its design. 

	 

There are smaller enclosed gardens 
within the garden, one of which, once 
devoted to roses, is now a circular lawn 
surrounded by generous herbaceous 
borders. In the wisteria garden a tall 
agapanthus, Hole Park Blue with, as its 
name suggests, large, deep blue 
flowers, takes over from the wisteria late 
in the season. There is a small, coolly 
planted sundial garden. Wild orchids 
flourish in the flower meadows, and 
elsewhere, azaleas and rhododendrons 
do well on the acid clay soils of the 
Weald. Later, Japanese azaleas display 
their wonderful autumn colour.

	 

As well as opening every day in spring 
and on limited days in the summer and 
autumn, special events are hosted. 
These include the Wealden Time’s’ 
Summer Fair; Proms concerts, and a 
Napoleonic re-enactment. Many thanks 
to Edward Barham for a lively and 
entertaining talk.


Gardening Club News
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We were very busy in February, with a high attendance at the Coffee Morning due, 
in particular, to a presentation made to Phil the Butcher on his and Eve’s 
retirement and to thank them for their contribution to village life. Thank you, Phil & 
Eve.


Thanks also to Jenny for her fun Valentine crafting session. Some of the very 
pretty bookmarks produced will be available at the next library in return for a 
donation to village hall funds.


Knit and Crochet Corner is going strongly and has presented us with another WI 
project - Knit for Peace UK, an initiative of the Charities Advisory Trust. 
Information is on page 14 and on their website www.knitforpeace.org.uk. Pett WI 
is particularly interested in their project involving knitting (or crocheting) squares 
on the diagonal. Please check this out with Pett WI or come and pick up a pattern 
at the Coffee Morning.


Any Dream Will Do is not just a TV talent contest; 
it is also a book by Debbie Macomber and is our 
reader recommendation this month. 'An absorbing 
delight to read', which also comes with a Good 
Housekeeping recommendation and is to be found 
in your Community Library - along with a host of 
other interesting books and a new selection, which 
proved very popular this month. 

And we have a sparkling new assortment of books 
for children of all ages. Asterix anyone?


David Penfold, Chair of Pett Parish Council is now 
available for your questions and comments at the 
Coffee Morning and brings with him 
books for sale which are written 
and published locally. His 
t i t les inc lude The 
Fallen of Pett by 
M a r t i n K i n g a n d 

David Breakell and Pett in Sussex, the story of a 
village, its church and people (nearly a 
thousand years of history) by John N C 
Taylor. These are for sale and are 
completely separate from the lending 
library.


Next Community Library and Coffee 
Morning is from 10 - 12 at Pett Village 

Community Library News
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WHAT’S ON AT THE CLUB  

Live events for March 2020: 

Sat   7th March  :  LIVE MUSIC with “SOMETHING ELSE” from 8pm 

Sat 14th March  :  GIN & VODKA FESTIVAL from 7pm 

Sun 22nd March  :  MOTHERING SUNDAY   

Regular event dates for March: 

- Quiz Night  Monday evenings 8pm start 

- Guest Ales     £2.50 a pint Monday to Friday (NOT included in Happy Hours offer) 

- Happy Hours   Monday to Friday 5pm to 7pm 

- Free Pool   Wednesday evenings 6.30pm onwards 

- Bingo    Thursday, fortnightly, Mch 12th & 26th.  Eyes down at 7:30pm  

- Fizzy Friday     Bottle of Prosecco £14  All day 

- Silly Saturday   House double and mixer £4 All day 
The Six Nations Rugby continues to be shown live at the Club, come down and enjoy a game and have a 
pint with your friends.   

Valentine’s Evening saw the Club decorated with flowers and balloons. Natalie served up a 
wonderful two course steak dinner, there was a rose for the ladies and a disco as well.  A great 
night was had by all.  Hopefully some pictures should be posted on our website soon. 

Live music returns on Saturday 7th March, with the brilliant “Something Else”.  Time to dance the 
night away with some good old rock and roll. 

We are having a Gin and Vodka Festival evening on Saturday 14th March.  Three spirits and a mixer 
for £10.  Come and try something different, pineapple gin, toffee vodka and many more. 

Natalie will be serving a special two course Mothering Sunday Lunch on 22nd March.  More details 
are available at the bar.  Also, there are some new dishes on her menu.  Come and see for 
yourself.  The kitchen is open Wednesday to Saturday 12 noon to 2.30pm, Friday and Saturday 
evenings 6pm-8pm and Sunday 12 noon to 4pm. 

Our bar opening times are now Monday to Sunday, 12 noon to 9pm (but staff will stay open past 
9pm if there are several members still drinking).  Please check our Facebook page or pop into the 
Club to see what is advertised.   

We look forward to seeing you soon.   Our ever changing weather on the coast always gives us a 
different outlook.  And, no matter what, there will always be a warm welcome in the Beach Club. 

The Committee    info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk       01424 812080

On the Beach at Pett Level
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NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB

Pett, Fairlight and 
Guestling  

Community  
Speed Watch 

We are looking for volunteers for 
Pett.  

If you can spare the odd hour and 
would like to help remind drivers to 

keep within the speed limit 
please contact Liz Green at:- 
liz.green139@hotmail.com

New Beach Sea Angling 
Club  
Well at last we have managed to fish 
our postponed Christmas beach fishing 
competition. The weather was better 
than the forecast had suggested. It was 
still quite breezy and fairly cold but 
fishable. Only seven anglers turned out 
but most were rewarded with plenty of 
action. In first place was Kit McLean 
with a total length of 336 centimetres 
consisting of whiting and rockling. 
Second was Darren Barry with 307cms 
and third Mark Farley 227cms. After 
prizes were handed out Natalie fed is 
with hot soup and sausages in 
b a g u e t t e s w h i c h w e r e m u c h 
appreciated. 


The latest information I have on the 
winch is that after having had it shot 
blasted it was found to be in a poorer 
condition than first thought. The 
company dealing with the renovation 
have advised us to have a new base 
constructed and have it galvanised so 
that we will have no more maintenance 
costs for years to come. 


The winch is our most important piece 
of equipment so keeping it up to 
scratch is paramount. I should know by 
the time the next report is published 
when it will be back in situ and ready for 
use. I have had no reports of any 
catches so until next month “tight lines 
“ and stay safe. 

Pete Drew (Chairman)
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It’s March at last and finally we’re heading 
towards Spring after a very wet January 
and a stormy February. And throughout 
everything the weather throws at us, we’ve 
been busy getting on with things here at 
Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat.


As ever, fundraising has been a busy 
activity for us. Since our last update 
we’ve received welcome donations 
from:


● Rother Police Community 
Support Officers.


● Fairlight Stores - over £100 
received in donations from 
collecting pots.


● Local company Corbeau Seats 
UK, who donated a brand new, 
high specification RS1 vehicle 
seat to be fitted during the next 
phase of the refurbishment of our 
reserve launch and recovery vehicle. 


● A generous couple who are part of 
our ‘Friends Of Pett Level 
Independent Boat’ fundraiser, and 
have donated £1000 to our 
communications campaign.


Training continues to be a focus for us, 
with several of our trainee boat crew 
members preparing for assessments. So, 
as well as our Sunday sessions, additional 
training now takes place two evenings a 
month. This allows extra time for different 
types of base, beach and boat crew 
activities and scenarios to be taught, 
practised and revised. We hope to report 
on their progress next month.


Preparations for our Open Day on Sunday 
24th May, plus our 50th Anniversary 

celebrations remain ongoing. We’d still 
welcome assistance from anyone in the 
Pett community who has any photographs 
or anecdotes to share, to do with the boat, 
base and crew in action or at play in the 
community over the last 50 years - 
especially the early years. If you can help, 

please contact us on social media or pop 
down to see us on a Sunday morning.


Finally, please be aware that our AGM will 
take place on Sunday 19th April at 10.00, 
at the New Beach Club, Pett Level. 
Everyone who would like to attend will be 
welcome. If you’re looking for a 
volunteering position, this is also a great 
opportunity to come along and find out 
more about us as an independent rescue 
boat charity. It doesn’t matter if you have 
sea-legs or not, there are plenty of roles to 
choose from!


In the meantime, please stay in touch 
through our website at https://plirb.com or 
our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue 
and Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat and, 
as ever, please take care and stay beach 
aware.

Pett level independent rescue boat
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CHURCH NEWS - Rector’s Ruminations

On Sunday January 26th the congregation of Pett church met in the village hall and 
we had a very good meeting. But I was asked, “What’s wrong with meeting in the 
church?” 

The answer is, nothing! We meet in church on most occasions and in other venues 
from time to time. The service in Pett Village Hall was a small step of faith and a trial 
run for Sunday March 1st, which will be a Unity Service between Fairlight & Pett. 
Perhaps some members of Guestling church will join us too! 


On March 1st we will have the opportunity to be ‘us’ instead of ‘them’ and ‘us’.  

It will be an opportunity to break barriers instead of maintaining them. 


In terms of equality everyone will meet away from their usual place of worship, 
which will be a step of faith for all, not just some.


Practically we will be meeting in a place that is warm, has toilet facilities, parking 
and disabled access. 


Socially we will have lunch together afterwards.


Biblically we are reminded that church is people, not buildings.


Relationally, a smaller venue may increase intimacy and reduce human barriers. It 
may even generate new ideas that build one another up.


Logistically many hands make light work – and we can learn more about working 
together and meeting together?  


Financially there should be gains for everyone as we will not be heating multiple 
church buildings. 


Crucially we want to show the Diocesan film ‘Sharing in the Household of Faith.’ 
This film gives a bigger picture of what is going on in the diocese and reminds us 
that we are part of a greater Christian body. I sincerely hope our faith will be 
encouraged and refreshed.  


These are some reasons why we are meeting in Pett Village Hall on March 1st. 

God may have many more reasons in store. All are welcome, so do make a note of 
the date and time - Sunday March 1st 10.30am


May you enjoy the burgeoning of spring this month!


With very best wishes, Richard Barron,  Rector  
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Lent lunch at Cliff House 

The lunch will be at 12.30pm at Cliff House, Pett Level on Tuesday 24th March 2020.  
Donations will be welcome in aid of Pett Church Building Fund.


As you know, Lent is a time for frugality commemorating Jesus’ time in the 
wilderness leading up to Palm Sunday.  BUT do look on this lunch as a sort of respite 
from extreme frugality, a little bit like St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland.  There may be a hint 
of frugality but not much.


The work on the steeple has now finished and so you may wonder why we are asking 
for yet more money for the church building.  The reason is that the building is more 
than 150 years old and there are constantly repairs to be carried out.  At the moment 
we are looking at what can be done with the very old heating system.  And one day 
we hope to be able to provide toilets there and a kitchen.  


Do let me know if you can come to the lunch!


Angela Hawksley

07976 389635

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com

Sunday 1st March  	 	 10.30am, Holy Communion, Pett Village Hall. 

	 	 	 	 	 There will be a service jointly with Fairlight and, perhaps, 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 Guestling followed by light lunch. 

Wednesday 4th March  	 10.30am, St Peter, Fairlight, Holy Communion for Lent


Sunday 8th March 9.30am, Morning Worship at St Mary & St Peter, Pett


Wednesday 11th March	 10.30am, St Peter, Fairlight, Holy Communion for Lent


Sunday 15th March, 	 	 8.00am, Holy Communion, Pett Level


Wednesday 18th March 	 10.30am, St Peter, Fairlight, Holy Communion for Lent


Sunday 22nd March, 		 10.45am, Mothering Sunday, Methodist Chapel, Pett


Sunday 29th March, 	 	 11.00am Holy Communion, St. Lawrence Church, Guestling


Church Services in March
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N e w s f r o m P e t t 
Methodist Church 
After a busy Christmas season we are 
preparing to do some essential work on 
our building. The original chapel, built 
1848 is very damp. This is now causing 
some problems, so work should be 
staring in March to repair brickwork 
and pointing and replace the false 
ceiling and improve damp-proofing on 
the walls. While all this is happening 
the Post Office will still be open, but 
you will find Anthea in the church itself, 
so entry will be via the main door.


The fair trade stall will also be in the 
church so you can still purchase items.

Village Voices and band rehearsals will 
continue as usual.

Along with this important work we have 
plans to open the well that is in the 
garden. We have started work, but it is 
going to be quite a job, so it will 
probably take much of the summer! 

McColls, who run our outreach Post 
Office, contacted us to find help for 
Anthea before Christmas to help her 
unload and load her gear. This we did 
with many thanks to all the volunteers 
who stepped forward.


Jigsaw Puzzle Evening: We have just 
trialled this new idea and although a lot 
of people wondered whether it would 
work but we had a great evening. I 
must admit it was the first time I had 
offered refreshments and been ignored, 
due to the concentration. Thank you to 
all those who came and yes, we will 
repeat it!


Dates for your Diary:  

Friday June 5th. There will be a concert 
by Jonathan Viera at the Village Hall. 
He is an amazing singer/songwriter, 
who has toured the world during his 
career. More information and tickets will 
be available soon. 


Lent study for all!:

In the Methodist Church, held on the 
following Wednesday’s in March - 

4th, 11th, 18th, 25th March, starting at 
7.30pm. 


Palm Sunday April 5th:  
Donkey procession through the village 
10am followed by worship at 10.45.


Good Friday, April 10th: 
Procession from the Methodist Chapel 
to the Parish Church. 


Easter Sunday April 12th:

Easter breakfast, 9am. (Book with 
Wendy) Egg hunt and Worship at 
10-45am.


Wendy Hatch 

Church News

33



NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY

I noticed something curious the other 
day.  There was a flock of gulls on the 
field at the back and they were all 
facing the same way.  There were a 
couple of magpies there also facing the 
same way as the gulls.  I then realised 
that whenever I see a small flock of 
birds on the field, they invariably face 
the same way – up the field towards 
Pett Road.  Is there a reason for this 
behaviour?  It could be that they are 
facing the prevailing wind, though they 
are facing South rather than South-west 
in the main.  


It is possible that it has something to do 
with feeding, though I can’t think why 
they would be more successful in one 
direction rather than another.  If they 
were facing the sun then the direction 
would change from morning to evening.  
Perhaps the slope on the field means 
their head is nearer the ground making 
feeding less energetic.  My theory, for 
what it’s worth, is that it is part of their 
escape plan.  If disturbed, they would 
be flying towards open sky, whereas if 
they were facing the other way, there 
are large trees and a hill facing them.  
Whatever the reason, I will keep an eye 
out to see if it applies to all species or 
just gulls and magpies.  Maybe if I got 
closer to the ground to take a bird’s-eye 
view it would be informative.  So, don’t 
worry if you see me lying face down on 
the field, occasional ly changing 
direction, I’ll just be working out an 
escape route.


As I write this storm Dennis is 
approaching and the wet weather 
continues.  At least it’s not as cold as 
2018 when we had the Beast from the 
East to contend with, though last year 
scientists predicted that this year could 
be even colder.  So far that hasn’t 
happened and there are signs out there 
that spring isn’t that far away.  


We have snowdrops and daffodils in 
flower and that ever reliable harbinger 
of spring, the lesser celandine is just in 
flower.  Of course, spring will happen 
whether there are harbingers or not, 
though exactly when seems less 
predictable these days.  If I was a real 
scientist, I would note when the first 
snowdrop appeared, and when the first 
daffodil opened and when I saw the first 
bumblebee, etc.  If I did that I would be 
called a phenologist – someone who 
studies the timing of natural events.  As 
it is, I know that snowdrops are 
traditionally due to flower on or about 
the first of February, and this year I 
think that they flowered round about 
that time.
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NATURE NOTES

Phenology is an important science as it 
shows how things change on a longer 
timescale.  It has become an important 
indicator of the effect of global heating, 
for example, and is closely linked with 
monitoring extinctions and new 
colonizers like the ivy bee I have 
mentioned before in this column that 
have only been seen here this century.  


Nowadays citizen science is growing in 
popularity and more people than ever 
before are recording sightings from the 
natural world, so that there are now 
huge databases showing what was 

seen, where, when, and how many.  
The Sussex Wildlife Trust uses iRecord.  
This is an online facility that anybody 
can use to enter their sightings as well 
as to search and explore what other 
people have found.  I use it a lot and 
each sighting is verified by experts 
which all helps to improve your 
identification skills.


As always, this column can be found at 
www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and if I 
get out there in time will have photos of 
some spring flowers.

Solution to Puzzle on page 39
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Common Seal by Michael Blencowe of 
the Sussex Wildlife Trust

Here be monsters 

Legend has it that it’s been visiting 
Lewes for years. There have been 
sightings from Southease all the way up 
to Barcombe. In January, John 
glimpsed it vanishing into the murky 
waters of the River Ouse near Tesco.  A 
few months later, Barry was on his way 
to work when he encountered the 
creature hauled out on a pontoon by 
the Cuilfail cliffs. You’ll find 38 species 
of wild mammal living in or around 
Lewes. Badgers, foxes, stoats, weasels, 
shrews, rabbits, hares, moles, voles, 
dormice, bats, rats, hedgehogs, mice 
and mink all form the mammalian fauna 
of a landlocked South Downs town. Yet 
there’s one salty surprise on the list; the 
Common Seal, an animal that’s typically 
found in Britain’s coastal waters 12 
kilometres away. 


And the seal’s certainly a surprise to 
any Lewes residents who, while 
innocently strolling along the Ouse, 
encounter their local leviathan. I’ve 
never seen the legendary beast myself 
but have received plenty of excited 
tweets, emails and mobile phone 
photos from amazed observers who 
can’t believe what they’ve seen. 
Throughout history, sailors (without the 
benefit of smartphones and a Twitter 
account) have confused seals for 
mermaids and sea serpents and, as 

Sussex mammals go, this seal is a real 
monster. 


Common Seals can weigh up to 150 kg; 
twice the weight of a Fallow Deer, the 
second biggest wild mammal in this 
area (and 50,000 times heavier than the 
smallest; the Pygmy Shrew). As you’d 
imagine, on land th is b lubbery 
behemoth is about as agile as Peter 
Ustinov trapped in a sleeping bag but 
underwater they’re as balletic as 
Baryshnikov, gracefully swimming at 
speeds of up to 25 mph as they hunt 
fish, shellfish, squid and octopus. 


It’s this quest for food that occasionally 
leads seals into Sussex rivers such as 
the Ouse and the Arun as they follow 
fish migrating upstream. Common 
Seals breed in Sussex, where there is a 
colony at Chichester Harbour. It’s a sink 
or swim situation for seal pups born on 
the sandbanks exposed during the low 
tides of summer. Their aquatic life starts 
as the next high tide rolls in and within 
hours of their birth they’re swimming in 
the Solent alongside their mother.  
Mother’s milk helps them to double 
their birth weight in just a few weeks. 
The name ‘common’ is a bit of a 
misnomer. In British waters you’re three 
times more likely to see their larger, 
Roman-nosed relative the Grey Seal.  
The patterns on each seal’s fur are as 
individual as fingerprints. Keep an eye 
out when you’re next walking by along 
a Sussex riverbank and see if a seal is 
giving the river its approval. 


Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.  
Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over half a century to make Sussex richer in 
wildlife.   

We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.  Please consider 
supporting our work.  As a member you will be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our regular 
wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our 
Sussex guide book, Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/
join or over the phone on 01273 497532.

Sussex Wildlife Trust

37



38



Method: Solve the clues and fit them where they will go. 
  
A One car endlesly needs repair to exhaust – it's causing pollution (4,4)

B Hollow building block mostly made of B? (5)

C Occasional party had by temporary staff (6,6); Press, if touring Ross, would discover what you're doing (5)

D One could go on a spin, being relatively sober (5)

E The King is leaving Queen – that's fishy! (5)

F Courage brew mostly fresh ales with a head (12)

G Groups gain eminence with this producer (9)

H Greet Eastern Rastafarian leader familiarly (5)

I Within the Latin translation of... (5)

J ...1. John, "I relent" wrongly becomes "I require" (Pilate, in speech) (8)

K They're up for a party (5)

L Flash sort of conductor (9)

M Associatin' with unpleasant person and causing trouble (6,2); Matchstick finally having gone out, possibly 
making fire with this? (9)

N The blackness of inferior rubber? (9)

O Where the French set off by boat (9)

P The Puppy of the Baskervilles (1915) and The Young Man and the Sea (1955)? (8)

Q Live fast (5)

R Steps taken by bell-hop? (4-5)

S What MPs in the House would have been for Guy Fawkes (7,7)

T Incredibly, one can teach without a student in this college (9)

U Let go one French worker (6)

V Destructive potato blight finally eradicated with injection of nitrogen? (9)

W Voiced question showing unfamiliarity with sewing kit – thus making a bloomer (7,7)

X Get cross with man who's a believer (4)

Y The old article by Lamb (4)

Z Last ball gets hit back by English opener? That should be "belted" (6)

Puzzle set by 
Alberich and printed 
with permission

Solution to 
puzzle on 
page 35
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VILLAGE DIARY

Church Services for March are listed on page 31 

Special meetings in March: 
Pett Flower Show AGM, March 4th, 7.00pm, Village Hall


Annual parish Meeting, March 17th, 7.15pm for 7.45pm, Village Hall


PVAA General Meeting, March 31st, 7.30pm, Village Hall
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DIRECTORY OF ADVERTISERS

EAT, DRINK, STAY PAINTING & DECORATING
Bramley & Teal Holiday Cottages 48 J C Elliott - Painter & Decorator 16
New Beach Club 24 Wood Paper Scissors 43
Stream House B & B 24 PEST CONTROL
The Royal Oak 58 Rother Pest Control 41
The Two Sawyers 6 Wanedale Pest Control 41
Tic Tocory Tearoom 28 PETS & LIVESTOCK
GARDEN SERVICES Canine Companions Dog Boarding 26
1066 Tree Care 45 Fresh Start for Hens 40
Capability Chris Garden Design 45 Hannah’s Hounds 16
Countryside Tree Care 20 Hayley’s Hounds 41
Garden Gems 2 Reliable Dogs - Training 42
PJ Turner (Mowing, Logging, Fencing) 20 PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
Paul King Garden Maintenance 18 A A Farnes 42
Pruning Specialist – Marcus Foster 20 Ecoheat Sussex Ltd 42
HEALTH & WELLBEING Hannington-Gilbert Electricians 46
Beauty by Paige 40 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Dawn Turner - Complementary Therapist 26 Funnell & Perring (Solicitor) 24

Eyemasters - Highest Quality Eyewear 48 Hastings & Rother Legal Services Ltd 18
Five Villages 44 Rush, Witt & Wilson (Estate Agent) 51
Pett Pop-Up Yoga Workshops 28 PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Tara Begbie Footcare 16 B Walker - Flat Roof Problems 48
Tic Toc Hair Couture 28 Chris Sherwin ‘A Man That Can’ 41
Yoga For All 10 Dream Doors 47

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES J e n n i n g s - B r a m l y 
Furniture 10

Bargain Floors 43 KR Windows 48
Conquest Cleaning 38 Your Local Handyman 44
Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds, etc. 28 Med Craft Carpentry 45
HARC charity (House Clearance) 42 STONEMASONS
Neil Burgess – Technology Services 38 Yew Tree Stone 45
Reliable Car Travel 38 TUITION
Surelock Homes - Locksmith 36 Improve Your IT Skills 40
Telly Addicts (Satellite & TV Aerials) 44 Buckswood School 50
LOCAL PRODUCE SUPPLIERS VEHICLE SERVICE & REPAIRS
Seafood Delivery & at Wakehams 26 Garage on the Level 46
The Old Butcher’s Shop 60 Gem-Services 36

WEB DESIGN SERVICES
Neil Burgess – Think Different 47
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