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Church Services 
Sunday 2nd February 09:30am Holy Communion; Kay Burnett & Meriel Deasy 
Sunday 9th February 09:30am Morning Worship; Meriel  
Sunday 16th February 08:00am Holy Communion; Pett Level 
Sunday 23rd February 09:30am Holy Communion; Richard Barron 
Wednesday 26th February 4:00pm Ash Wednesday Holy Communion; St Peter, Fairlight; 

Kay Burnett & Meriel Deasy 
Sunday 1st March  10:30am Holy Communion; Pett Village Hall 
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Dear Readers 
 
This month we say farewell to Phil & Eve and thank them for the effort they have put in over 
the years in supporting the village hall.  
 
Also in this magazine, another successful year at the PLIRB charity shed, more on the Lunsford 
Farm footpaths, news from ARC, parking at the village hall, the regrettable loss of part of our 
WWII heritage, further incidents of sheep worrying, church services in the village hall, and 
much more. 
 
I have been contacted by a reader who is concerned about an increase of dog poo in her front 
garden. Whilst I am sure that sometimes not clearing up dog poo is understandable, I am also 
sure that there are those who seem to take scant regard for their responsibilities or, perhaps, are 
unaware of the mess that they leave behind for others to clear up. Short of village vigilantes I 
doubt there is little that can be done except in terms of raising awareness if we see this 
happening.  
 
Also retiring are two of our deliverers, Malcolm Sage and David Bradley, who have been 
delivering along Pett Road for many years, and we welcome Mike and Jan Marsh who are 
taking over their rounds. 
 
If you want to contribute with letters, articles, hot-topics, or anything else you think is worth 
sharing then please get in touch. And don’t forget – we are still looking for someone to join 
John and myself in editing this wonderful magazine.  

                                              Best wishes  
The Editor of the March edition will be John Case 
THE NEWS TEAM ARE 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 
John Case, Deputy Editor, 01424 812224 
Sarah Adams, Distribution, 01424 812323 
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 
…. and not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
We offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPYmust be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something handwritten 
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and 
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, 
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole 
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither 
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise 
indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements 
and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither 
the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication. 
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Dear Editor 
 

PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT CHARITY SHED 
 
A huge THANK YOU to all who supported the Charity Shed last year by bringing donations and 
buying bargains.   Between you we have raised £3,161. 80 which is an amazing sum considering 
the reduced footfall due to difficulties with parking and a season brought short by the rain. 
 
The Shed is already full to the brim with next year’s offerings and as soon as the weather tempts 
you out, I shall be looking forward to seeing you all again on Sundays this coming year.      
 
Meanwhile, the conservatory door at No.1 Coastguards Cottages is always open should you wish 
to drop off any donations - small ones please, no large pieces of furniture as it is only a small 
shed!     
 
See you soon and thank you again on behalf of the Crew of your Rescue Boat. 

Barbara Martin 
 
 
 
PHIL & EVE BUTTON 
 
It is often said that you don’t know what you got until its gone and I suspect that will be said of 
having Phil and Eve who, at their butchers’ shop, remained on hand as the conduit for so many 
activities going on in the village.  
 
My main association with Phil and Eve was with the village hall. As the new millennium 
approached, they stepped forward to help with raising funds for the new hall, a major effort in 
itself. Once the new hall was complete, they continued to actively support and run the hall by 
initially being a part of the committee and subsequently, for Phil, leading that committee as chair. 
The hall was built in 2002 and they only stepped away from it in 2017.  
 
All of those who have taken on the role as Chairman of the hall management committee will 
testify that it is more like running a small business than a village amenity and when the hall 
became so popular it put increasing demands on the management and having Phil working in the 
village and being 'open' most of the time helped beyond measure.  
 
If I say much more this will seem more like an obituary rather than a vote of thanks, but I will 
just finish with a reference to the Halloween bonfire that Phil and Eve put so much into, it truly 
was a community event loved by many. 
 
I am sure that you will join me in wishing Phil and Eve the very best in their retirement. 
 

Tim Jury 
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Dear Editor 
LUNSFORD FARM PERMISSIVE WALKS 

 
I am sure I am not the only person in the community saddened to hear of the immediate closure 
of the permissive paths through Lunsford Farm. For many years these have provided a safe and 
attractive alternative to walking up and down Chick Hill, an increasingly dangerous prospect.  
 
The paths appeared well used, allowing access as they did between the two villages for a variety 
of purposes - pleasure, access to pubs, schools, buses, the beach, the Royal Military Canal, farm 
produce and as a social amenity. Indeed Mr Dunlop himself recognised and recently promoted 
the fact that one of them, the hollow lane leading off Chick Hill, is an historic right of way 
connecting the two communities, and many people wrote in response describing their long term 
and much appreciated use of that path. My own family has used that route unchallenged for more 
than 40 years, probably long before Natural England and permissive paths were thought of. 
 
Co-incidently, only this week when dismissing a planning appeal for land at Marsham Brook one 
of the reasons Her Majesty’s Planning Inspectorate cited in their report was the lack of safe 
pedestrian access to the Pett Level Rd, saying that Chick Hill Road was unsafe to walk along. 
So whilst I fully accept that Mr Dunlop is within his rights to close these paths, I would like to 
ask him to reconsider his decision, for at least one of them.  
 
There are ways to create paths outside of the Countryside Stewardship scheme. I believe any 
landowner has the ability to designate a permissive path by themselves or a right of way can be 
established in conjunction with the parish or County Council. There is already an example of 
such a path in the parish, leading from the Pett Level Rd to the Saxon Shore Way at Cliff End. It 
has stiles at each end, footpath way markers – and a disclaimer (presumably to protect the 
landowner’s rights) saying that is not a definitive right of way. This seems to have been done in 
conjunction with East Sussex County Council as there is also an ESCC sign. I am sure that any 
issues relating to the rights of the landowner, public liability and Health and Safety can be met 
satisfactorily with advice from relevant bodies. 
 
So I would urge Mr Dunlop, as a gesture of goodwill to the community, to re-open the paths and 
explore some of these options to ensure that they are secured for the future. 

Judith Dean 
 

Dear Editor 
 

SHEEP WORRYING 
 
Unfortunately, there have been two more dog attacks at grazing fields near Fairlight, off Peter 
James Lane. The flock has been attacked and left distressed on at least two occasions in December 
and January.  One sheep has had it's ear badly bitten and another is now blind in one eye.   
 
Please can everyone review their fencing at home and ensure their dogs cannot escape.  If your 
dog attacks, or you know whose dog is responsible, please come forward as any information is 
useful to help prevent the dog returning. 
 

Andrew Dunlop, Lunsford Farm, Pett, 01424 813 368 
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PETT LEVEL PRESERVATION TRUST 
 
We are now deep into the unpleasant weather of winter and really appreciate all the work 
volunteers do throughout the year to help us keep the land accessible for locals and visitors. This 
hardy group of enthusiasts continue their land work for the benefit of us all and it wouldn’t remain 
in such a great condition without your help. In addition, there have been some very generous 
donations made by families and individuals that really make a difference to what we are able to 
achieve. 
 
On April 24th at 6:30pm at The New Beach Club, Pett Level, we will have our annual meeting 
where Fergus Garrett from Great Dixter will give a talk on ‘Managing for Maximum 
Biodiversity’. In addition, we always welcome anyone who would like to attend a PLPT meeting 
as an observer, if you could let us know before hand this would much appreciated. The dates of 
2020 meetings are; 13th March, 19th June, 11th September & 11th December. All of these 
meetings take place at 5pm in the New Beach Club. 
 
August 1st is the date for our annual fundraiser in the garden on Toot Rock. Andy Neate from 
Los Twangueros will be playing once again and tickets will be on sale from June. 
 
We look forward to seeing you, as the weather improves, enjoying the walks and the views. 
Below you will find a map of the Trust Land of Pett Level with the various access points marked 
for locals and visitors. 
 

 
 

Zana Duthie 
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It may seem that we have been quiet in recent weeks, but that doesn’t mean we have been inactive, 
despite the festive season. We have submitted substantial grant applications: firstly, to Rother 
District Council for a Community Grant (our thanks go to Roger Bird and Andrew Mier, our 
RDC Ward Councillors, for supporting this application) and secondly to The Isabel Blackman 
Foundation. The latter will give us their decision in February and we expect to hear from Rother 
DC by the end of March. We are currently preparing a substantial application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and we have identified two other grant bodies offering smaller awards. 
 
We are currently cataloguing a large selection of our historic photos with a view to installing 
them on our new website.  We aim to have them available for viewing by the end of January.  We 
have also taken our first steps with our new recording equipment and have the beginnings of an 
oral history from one senior resident.  If you know someone who has interesting information 
about growing up or working here, about events, people or places in the past, then please let us 
know. 
 
In the meantime, we are happy to accept any literature, photos and documents pertaining to our 
three parishes that you might have, to keep or to copy and return.  And, of course, if you would 
like to become a Friend of the ARC for £10, or make a donation, then that would help enormously 
too.  To date, via Friends and other donations, we have raised over £1,800, to which has been 
added the £500 from the three parish councils.  £2,300 is around a quarter of our total budget to 
fully commission the Archive Centre, so if our several grant bids each achieve their objectives, 
we are in very good shape. But don’t let that discourage you from becoming a Friend! Every little 
helps. 
 
 
Fran Rogers 
Chair, ARC 
01424 812964 
info@thearc.uk 

PETT & PETT LEVEL NEWS – SALES FROM THE BUTCHER’S SHOP 
 
Do you regularly buy the magazine from the butcher’s shop (or do you know 
somebody who does)? 
 
I am hoping that when the new owner starts she will agree to continue selling the magazine. 
Until that happens, and if you wish to continue buying the magazine, then please contact me 
to discuss alternative arrangements. 

Mike Wilkins, Editor 
 

15



 

16



 
17



 

18



 PETT WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 
With this publication going to press just before our January meeting I can 
report that we were expecting to welcome back many current members 
together with some new ones too!  
 
We continue into 2020 with a varied collection of speakers mixed with information, hands-on 
opportunities and fun events, outings and fundraising initiatives including the continuance of our 
Pett WISPA (Pett WI Sanitary Protection Action) and supporting other local fundraising 
initiatives – about which more information soon!   
 
Highlights of this year’s programme include various craft sampling opportunities, chocolate 
making, colour therapy and style, music therapy, themed food presentations and historical 
fashion.  We also tackle some serious subjects too and during our January meeting were voting 
on this year’s national proposed resolutions which include subjects such as ending modern 
slavery and a call to increase potential stem cell donors.  
 
Our membership is made up of about 50 members of a variety of ages and backgrounds – many 
from Pett and the nearby villages of course but others from Rye, Hastings & St Leonards.  We 
always strive to inform, educate, inspire and keep our membership entertained but we focus very 
much on developing friendships and this year have launched a Saturday Social What’s App Club 
for those wanting to keep in touch with each other in between our monthly meeting.  West End, 
local theatre/concert trips, BBC radio recordings, lunches/teas, shopping trips and places of 
interest are all in the pipeline! 
 
Please email us at pettwi@outlook.com  to register your interest in joining us.  Membership is 
just £43 this year (prorata basis) about £3.58 a month – bargain considering what a posh cup of 
coffee costs these days! 
 

Belinda Wood, President, Pett WI 
 
 
CHURCH CHRISTMAS THANKYOUS – MERIAL DEASY 
 
• To Charlott, Pauline, Kathy and Val who decorated the church so beautifully 
• For the happiness of the Toy Service and the Christmas Eve Nativity; for the continued 

fellowship with the Methodists with whom we shared these services 
• To Hinkleys Funeral Directors who so generously provided the oranges for the Christingles 

and to those who made the ‘Tingles’. 
• To those who shared the Carols by Candlelight Service 
• To Gill who played the organ – at short notice – for all the services 
• To the Carol Singers 
• To Shiela and her team of cleaners. 
• To everyone who shared in whatever way. 
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PETT BADMINTON 
GROUP 

 

HELD AT PETT VILLAGE HALL 

EVERY WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 
MORNING 

From 9.30am - 12.00 noon 
18 YEARS & OVER 

 ALL STANDARDS WELCOME 
    

£2.50 PER SESSION 
   (REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED) 
   Annual membership fee required 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 

TELEPHONE: 
ANNE / PAUL ON 01424 316209 
OR  PAULINE ON 01424 439200 
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NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB 
 
The club winch has now been taken away for a total refurbishment. It is 
expected to be returned in early March ready for our new season. I will 
keep members informed of its progress as and when I get updates.  
 
Once again our Christmas competition had to be postponed because of stormy weather. The new 
date for another try is Sunday 26th January. Fishing 🎣 will be from 10am to 2pm with our usual 
format i.e. measure and return, the winner being determined by length not weight and then back 
to the club for hot food and prizes.  
 
Now is the time for you all to take advantage of the bad weather and get your rods and reels out 
and give them a good clean up ready for the new season. Well hopefully I will have the results 
of our delayed Christmas competition so until then it’s tight lines and stay safe.                                                             
 

Pete Drew (Chairman) 
 
 
PETT COMMUNITY LIBRARY BLOG 
 
Our reader recommendation this month is Wild Designs by Katie Fforde, 
a very popular author, who researched this book by getting a pass to go 
behind the scenes to help at the building of a Chelsea Flower Show 
garden  Much of that, of course, is on TV now, but was not so well 
known when the book was published in 1996. 
 
The Coffee Morning and Community Library were a buzz of activity in January. Many of us had 
great fun learning how to recycle our Christmas cards into small boxes, decorative bowls, tree 
decorations, parcel toppers and even a miniature theatre. 
 
We are next open on Wednesday 5th February and once again we will have a craft activity which 
will be Valentine themed. 
 
Do come and join the fun. We sign up new borrowers every month and you are most welcome. 
In February there will be a few new books amongst our selection, including all the 
children's/youngsters' books, which will have been changed. 
 
Another really good reason to come along is that there will now be a Parish Council presence 
each month at the Coffee Morning and Library, so there will be someone for you to talk to about 
any questions you might have and perhaps do not wish to raise at a Parish Council meeting. 
 
See you there, back to our usual day of the first Wednesday of the month, 10 - 12 Wednesday 5th 
February. 
 

Anna and Vivien 
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GARDENING CLUB – SANDY ANDREWS 
 
With rain rattling against the windows and wind roaring around the village 
hall the garden club met for its first meeting of the new year, when 
Katherine Lynn asked us to think about ‘who’s been sleeping in my bed.’ 
Katherine, a retired teacher and enthusiastic amateur gardener, as well as 
an entertaining and knowledgeable speaker, said Mrs Popple was in hers, 
amongst others. 
 
Carl Linnaeus, an eighteenth century Swedish naturalist, devised the scientific system we use to 
name plants today. Very simply, he gave plants two names: the genus and the species. The third 
name, the cultivar, describes the specific characteristics of a plant that has been derived from the 
native plant. So Mrs Popple turns out to be a Fuchsia magellanica. But why was a fuchsia named 
for a person? Clarence Elliott, of The Six Hills Nursery in Stevenage, was at a tennis party at his 
neighbour’s house where a purple and red fuchsia grew around the court. He collected cuttings, 
cultivated it and gave it his neighbour’s name. 
 
Katherine became fascinated by the little stories that often lie behind a cultivar’s name. Gertrude 
Jekyll, for instance, has many plants named after her, including a rose and a vinca minor. She 
was a plant collector as well as a nursery woman and garden designer and often worked in 
collaboration with the architect Edwin Lutyens.  Joseph Banks inherited a large fortune at an 
early age which enabled him to devote his life to botany and to accompany Cook as chief 
naturalist on board the Endeavour. He eventually became president of the Royal Society and 
many plants are named Banks in honour of him, including a yellow rambler Rosa banksiae 
‘Lutea’. 
 
Among too many to recount there is Chinese Wilson who has a Magnolia wilsnonii. Robert 
Fortune with Rhododendron fortuneii. Edward Bowles with a golden sedge and a viola. Nora 
Barlow with an aquilegia. Miss Bateman with a clematis. Lionel Fortescue with a mahonia. 
Joseph Rock with a sorbus, and everyone has heard of George Russell lupins. 
 
Ellen Ann Wilmott’s story is worth looking up and too long to tell here but her aptly named 
silvery grey Eryngium giganticum, Miss Willmott’s ghost, is said to have popped up after she 
had paid a visit to other people’s gardens. The Leonard Messel magnolia is named after Colonel 
Leonard Messel who inherited the Nyman’s estate in Handcross, now owned by the National 
Trust. He and his wife Maud created the beautiful gardens there. Constance Spry was the first 
rose to be released by David Austen. Named for an unconventional florist who used hedgerow 
flowers, decorative kale and leek seed heads in her displays, she arranged the flowers at 
Westminster Abbey for the coronation of Elizabeth ll.  
 
So who is in your beds? Could Lathyrus odoratus Alan Titchmarsh be there this year, or is the 
hardy geranium Johnson’s blue aleady tucked in? Have a look and discover the stories behind the 
names. 
 
Next meeting is the AGM at 07.05, when subscriptions will be collected. New members are 
always welcome.  This will be followed by a talk from Edward Barham of Hole Park whose 
extensive and beautiful gardens we have visited. (editor’s note: in order to wet your appetites, 
the Gardening Club list of events for 2020 can be found on page 13) 
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Pett Flower Show 

Saturday 25 July 2020 
 

Following the festive season, plans are already under 
way for this year’s show.  
Given the change of venue to Pett Village Hall as a trial 
for this year ,there are many aspects to review.  
The theme for this year is ‘2020 Vision’, which was 
agreed at the first committee meeting of the year prior 
to the schedule being planned in February. The theme 
provides a lot of scope for stretching the imagination in 
some classes. The schedule will be issued with the 
April edition of Pett Parish News and will also be 
available on the Flower Show page of the village web 
site: www.pettnet.org.uk. 
As in recent years, we shall be offering the opportunity 
for local organisations, activities and businesses to 
have pitches in the area around the Village Hall. 
Contact details will be announced in the near future. 
The AGM is on Wednesday 4 March 2020: 7.00pm 
at Pett Village Hall. The Committee look forward to 
seeing you there.  
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PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
 

At their meeting on 13 January 2020, the Pett Village Hall Management Committee 
considered a number of issues regarding the operation of the hall in the coming year.  
 
Here is a summary of the main decisions the Committee made. 
 
Parking at Pett Village Hall 
The Committee gave consideration to a suggestion that the car park at Pett Village Hall 
could be made available to residents and others during the daytime and evenings in 
order to relieve some of the pressure caused by parking in Pett Road, and also reduce 
the incidence of people parking on the pavements.  
 
The Committee have agreed the following on a trial basis, to be reviewed at their next 
meeting in March: 
 
The Pett Village Hall Management Committee are happy for Pett residents, visitors and 
those with legitimate business in the village, to park in Pett Village Hall car park. The 
aim is to reduce congestion in the road caused by parked vehicles and as an alternative 
to parking on the pavements. 
 
There are a few conditions: 

1. Unless agreed by the Pett Village Hall Management Committee, no overnight 
parking is allowed. 

2. No maintenance or cleaning of vehicles is allowed. 
3. Parking is entirely at the owner’s own risk and the Pett Village Hall Committee 

accept no liability for damage to parked vehicles. 
4. Users of the hall have priority, and there may be occasions when parking for 

non-hall users will not be permitted. A notice to this effect will be displayed as 
and when necessary. 
 

Hire prices 
As hire prices have not been raised for a couple of years or so, and our costs have risen, 
especially in respect of utilities, the Committee consider that it is reasonable for a small 
increase of 2% across the board to apply from 1 April 2020. This is broadly in line with 
the current rate of inflation. The Committee also agreed that they would review prices 
every January with a view to increasing them most years from the coming April in line 
with inflation. Then Committee consider that small annual increases when justified are 
better to absorb for hirers than larger increases every two or three years. 
 
Accounts 2018/19 
The hall accounts for 2018/19 have now been independently audited and the necessary 
report will be made to the Charity Commission.  
Despite the fact that the Committee have authorised necessary maintenance and 
improvement expenditure of over £17,000 in the last eighteen months, the hall’s 
accounts show a relatively healthy balance thanks to donations and the increased level 
of bookings. 
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Outside and emergency lighting 
Following a recent review, it has been found that some of the outside and emergency 
lighting needs replacing. The Committee have agreed that the necessary work will be 
carried out as soon as possible, at a cost of approximately £2,500. 
 
Phil and Eve Button 
The Committee noted that Phil and Eve Button are retiring from the Butchers Shop and 
have placed on record their thanks to them both for all they have done for the Village 
Hall over the years. 
 
Flagpole at the Village Hall 
The Committee have formally placed on record their thanks to Peter Adams who has 
been responsible for ensuring that the union flag is flown at the Village Hall on 
appropriate dates during the year.  
Peter has now decided to retire from this role, but the Committee are pleased to note 
that Alan Pecorini has kindly agreed to take over the duties from Peter. 
 

Tim Rothwell, Chair, Pett Village Hall Management Committee 
 
CHURCH SERVICES IN THE VILLAGE HALL – ANGELA HAWKSLEY 
 
SOMETHING NEW or PLUS CA CHANGE 
I read recently that we should each try out something new every week in 2020.  I would find it 
difficult even to think of something new every few months let alone to get on and actually do it.  
I mention all this because we are going to try out something new in the (traditional, conservative 
---with a small c--- ) Pett Church.   
• What, you may ask, could we possibly think of?  The answer is that we are going to try 

holding our Sunday Service in Pett Village Hall on Sunday 1st March at 10.30am. I should 
add that we are going to have a trial run of this idea on 26th January. 

• Why do we want to hold a service in the Village Hall?  Because the Village Hall is 
comfortable and warm and modern and has toilets and a kitchen. We want to see how regular 
and very occasional churchgoers will take to this idea and how it will affect our worship.  
Also, we have invited people from Guestling and from Fairlight to come to our service on 1st 
March and Pett Village Hall provides a venue which is in about the middle of the three 
parishes. 

• What is our long-term intention?  To see whether this would be something to repeat once a 
month, at any rate in the winter.  It is certainly NOT to abandon our church building which, 
thanks to the generosity of so many, we constantly try to maintain.  As you know, most 
recently, the tower and spire were repaired.  

So do come and try out this new venue on 1st March! It will be a Communion service, but you 
don’t have to take communion.   A portable keyboard will supply the music for the hymns.  And 
there will be refreshments after the service.  If you do come, you will, of course, be able to 
comment on this new idea. 
As the coat of arms on the wall in St. Mary’s, Rye, says: “semper eadem” which is the Latin for 
“always the same”.  Whatever new ideas we may have God is always the same, whether we are 
in our parish church or in the Village Hall. 
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL 
 
Sat 25th Jan  :  BURNS NIGHT SUPPER 
 
Fri 21st Feb  :  WINE TASTING EVENING  
 
Regular event dates for February: 

- Quiz Night  Monday evenings 8pm start 
- Guest Ales     £2.50 a pint Monday to Friday 
- Happy Hours   Monday to Friday 5pm to 7pm 
- Free Pool   Wednesday evenings 6.30pm onwards 
- Bingo   Thursday, fortnightly, Jan 30th, Feb 13th & 27th.  Eyes down at 7:30pm  
- Fizzy Friday Bottle of Prosecco £14  All day 
- Silly Saturday   House double and mixer £4 All day 

Well, it seems a long time ago now, but we had a wonderful Members Party and Christmas Raffle 
evening just before Christmas, with a disco and over 30 prizes in the raffle. (All prizes have now 
reached the lucky winners). Boxing Day saw us partying on with Stormy-T and The Bluesman’s 
Lane providing the music and our members supplying the food for the afternoon.  A great time 
was had by all. We finished the festivities rocking and rolling into 2020 with The Geoff Bellhouse 
Band.  There was much dancing and a great night was had by all. 
 
Our Burns Night Supper is on Saturday 25th January, including dinner and a traditional bagpiper 
(and whisky).  The evening will include a themed quiz and a raffle (including whisky!).  Pre-
booking is essential to ensure your reservation.  Please ask for a menu and booking form which 
you can pick up in the Club or we can email it over.  
 
The Six Nations Rugby starts on 1st February and will be shown live at the Club, so come on 
down and enjoy a game with your friends.  Where does your allegiance lie?!! 
 
There will be a wine tasting evening on Friday, 21st February, in conjunction with LWC, H T 
White.  This will include cheese, biscuits and other nibbles.  Times to follow. 
 
Our Quiz Nights are very popular with Matt, our resident Quizmaster, setting the questions. Come 
and test the old grey matter on Monday evenings.  £2 per person, teams of up to 6 people. 
 
No music has been booked at the time of going to print but please keep an eye out either by 
looking on our website www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk or our Facebook page or popping into the 
Club to see what is advertised.   
 
Finally, we would like to say a very big THANK YOU to all the people who have helped the 
Club, in any way, during the last year.   
 

The Committee    info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk       01424 812080 
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD - CHAIR 
 
I am very pleased to welcome John Leeson to the council. John, a retired police 
inspector, has been co-opted to replace Tim Rothwell, who resigned late last 
year. This means that the council is now back at full strength. 
 
The council met twice in January. The first meeting was mainly concerned with planning. The 
council decided to object to the three applications considered: the replacement of Elmara at Pett 
Level; the replacement of an outhouse at Ketlock Farm in Watermill Lane; and the application to 
reposition the passing places in Pannel Lane (previously agreed on appeal in connection with the 
development of the Oak Valley campsite). The council’s comments can be seen on the Rother 
planning portal. 
 
The second meeting in January was preceded by a short talk from Stephen Hardy, on 
neighbourhood plans. Stephen had been the chair of the group that developed the Robertsbridge 
neighbourhood plan. Whether to develop a plan for Pett, involving both time and expense, is 
something the council will consider, and this may well also be discussed at the Parish Meeting 
on 17 March (more information in the next issue). 
 
During the second meeting in January, the council agreed the budget for the coming year and 
fixed the precept. I am sure that all parishioners will be pleased to know that this is unaltered 
from the current year. Plans for the coming year include making repairs at the children’s 
playground and replacing the information boards at Pett Level, for which the council has received 
a grant, as previously reported. There was also a discussion of the village maintenance contract, 
but a final decision was not made on where the contract should be placed. Other issues discussed 
were the closure of the permissive paths through Lunsford Farm (referred to elsewhere in this 
issue) and a survey carried out by Fairlight Parish Council, which confirms the contamination by 
sewage of the Fairlight Stream and therefore the Marsham Sewer. It was agreed that this should 
be reported to the Environment Agency. 
 
The issue of parking in the narrow lay-by near the top of the track to French Court Farm has been 
raised by a parishioner. Anyone who drives through the village will know that this parking creates 
a traffic hazard as there is no room for two cars to pass and the adjacent bend means that there is 
not a clear view for cars travelling eastwards. In an effort to reduce the risk, the Village Hall 
Management Committee has agreed to allow the car park at the hall to be made available to 
anyone with business in the village. 
 
As noted last month, the clerk Mary Philo and I attended the village coffee morning in January 
and had some useful discussions with people there. We shall be attending again in February. 
 
Finally, I have to report the death of Flora Wright, following the death of her husband Don a few 
months ago. Both Flora and Don contributed to the village over many years, notably in very 
successfully running the produce stall at the Flower Show.  
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NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY 
 
Wildfires in Australia are much in the news as I write this, and they will still be burning when I 
write this column next month.  At least 25 people have died in the fires and thousands are now 
homeless.  That is tragic enough but the scale of destruction is many orders of magnitude greater 
for the wildlife affected by the fires.  It has been estimated that more than a billion animals may 
have perished already.  Bushfires have been a fact of life in Australia for thousands of years and 
a unique ecology has evolved, not only to cope with fires, but to thrive on them.  I have seen 
grass trees bursting into leaf when all the rest of the vegetation around them is blackened, and 
some species of eucalyptus trees will not germinate until the seeds have been charred.  There is 
even a beetle that can detect infra-red radiation and will seek out burned areas to eat the resulting 
corpses.  But that ecology has developed to cope with occasional fires that blow through relatively 
quickly one area at a time.  The current fires are on a different scale altogether where several join 
up and become large enough to create changes in the weather.  On this scale, even animals that 
can run or burrow their way out of danger will have no habitat to return to and will probably 
starve as a result.  The loss is not just about the larger animals, the destruction of insect life, and 
the detritivores that live in the leaf litter, even the microbes in the soil will have been wiped out.  
I have seen several posts from researchers studying particular species such as velvet worms and 
grasshoppers who are unable to enter the habitats they are studying and suspect that their study 
subjects may now be extinct. The cause has been firmly established as global heating, a fact that 
the Australian government will eventually have to accept however reliant they are on their coal-
based economy.  Perhaps the general population will also see that driving V8 cars and screaming 
about in powerboats is no longer acceptable behaviour. 
 
Closer to home, we are not yet affected by wildfires to any great 
extent but we are in the middle of one of the wettest winters I have 
ever experienced and major floods and droughts are becoming 
commonplace.  All of these are predicted by climate change models 
and not a week goes by without reports of new records being broken, 
whether that be ocean temperatures, wind speeds, or atmospheric 
carbon dioxide concentration.  
 
I am concerned that the wet winter may have affected many species of hibernating insects.  The 
ground has been waterlogged for many weeks now and the bumblebees, solitary bees and wasps 
may not survive it.  Insects hibernating underground have to try and choose ground that will not 
get washed away or flooded or too frozen.  Even if they manage that, places that stay damp can 
harbour species of fungus that invade their bodies and eat them from the inside.  There is a 
particular genus of fungus called Cordyceps that invades and even changes the behaviour of 
insects.  There are hundreds of different species and each one targets a different species of insect.   
They can attack both active insects like ants as well as hibernating insects such as beetles.  There 
is a particular species called Cordyceps militaris that is found throughout the northern hemisphere 
and is commonly known as the caterpillar fungus.  If you see some bright orange club-shaped 
fungus (Cordyceps means club-headed) sticking out of your lawn, then if you dig it out carefully 
you may find the remains of a caterpillar at its base.  This is gruesome for the caterpillar, but 
looking on the bright side the mycelium is very nutritious for us humans and has many vitamins 
as well as cancer suppressing properties, not to mention its reputed effect on male performance. 
As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will have photos of at 
least a grass tree 
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TOAD BY MICHAEL BLENCOWE OF THE SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST 
 
Ensconced in my corner of a Sussex pub I didn’t look far for inspiration for this month’s article. 
The clanging of brass on lead alerted me to a couple of lads playing that most Sussex of pub 
games – Toad in the Hole.  The perfect excuse for some sycophantic toadying to an amphibian I 
adore; warts and all.  
 
Toads are beautiful. Yes, I know they have lumpy, poisonous skin. Yes, I know they have a face 
like Ena Sharples. But that eye. That amazing eye.  Next time you see a toad get right up close 
and allow yourself to be hypnotized by that mesmerizing golden-ringed eye. Fellow toad lover 
George Orwell called it “about the most beautiful eye of any living creature”. 
 
In February that beautiful eye blinks open as toads awaken from their winter hibernation. From 
under stones, logs and leaves they emerge and start the long walk home – back to the pond where 
they were born. They proceed on this pilgrimage with a determined, unsteady gait – like one of 
those old men you see gingerly crossing the shingle on his way to his annual New Year’s Day 
dip.  But once the Toad hits the water he is rejuvenated and has one thing on his mind. Croaking 
and brawling a peaceful pond is transformed into a Club 18-30 pool party as male Toads squabble 
over females in a writhing ball of amorous amphibians.  
 
The results of this Bacchanalian bonding are long polka dot 
ribbons of spawn (unlike the Frog’s shapeless tapioca blobs) and 
by May the parent Toads have left their breeding ponds to lead a 
more respectable life on dry land until their winter hibernation. 
Amazingly these animals can live for over 40 years.  
 
 
With their primordial appearance, annual gatherings and rituals there is a touch of evil about the 
Toad. Throughout England’s history they have been vilified; linked to witchcraft and strange 
superstitions. And, when it comes to folklore, there’s nowt so queer as Toads. Rubbing Toads on 
your body could cure cancer; a live Toad in your mouth could cure skin infections. Precious 
jewels (toadstones) were reputed to be hidden in a Toad’s head. Immortal toad-eaters were a 
sideshow attraction at country fairs. Travelling Toad doctors could heal you with Toad hearts and 
legs. The mysterious Toadmen used Toad potions to cure horses (a practice that allegedly 
continued until the 1930s in some English counties).  
 
It took Kenneth Grahame’s beloved ‘The Wind in the Willows’ to finally drag the Toad out of 
the dark ages putting him in a tweed suit and in the hearts of the nation. Keep an eye out for these 
amazing animals around Sussex in the coming months as they return to their ponds. 
 
We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.  Please consider 
supporting our work.  As a member you will be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our regular 
wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and 
our Sussex guidebook, Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at 
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join or over the phone on 01273 497532. 
 
The pictures above shows toads spawning and is copyright Derek Middleton of the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust. 
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT (PLIRB) 
 
February already and the new year is off to a flying start!  
 
Things have been pretty busy for us in 2020, having already helped a local 
fisherman who found himself in difficulties whilst motoring his newly 
purchased fishing boat from Eastbourne to Rye Harbour. With failed navigation and heavy fog, 
the boat ended up beached on a groyne at Winchelsea Beach. Several of the PLIRB volunteers 
were able to respond to a word-of-mouth request for help, bringing our launch and recovery 
vehicle - plus a generous helping of muscle power - to move the boat farther up the beach, safe 
from the groyne, tide and further damage.  
 

As a thank you, the grateful boat owner made a donation to us, 
which was unexpected but very welcome.  
 
This has been added to the generous donations already 
received in January, from Ore Village Co-op and the Old King 
John pub, to make a total of over £500 raised in January.  
 
These funds will go towards three main projects for the start of 
the year: 

● Our reserve launch and recovery vehicle - with £10,000 still needed. 
● Our communications system upgrade - as we hope to raise up to £5,000 to upgrade the 

system to hands-free technology. 
● Our training and equipment ‘pots’ - as new volunteers join we need to ensure that they 

have fit-for-purpose equipment, which means dry suits and life jackets need purchasing 
and replacing regularly.  

 
We’re also busy planning events and activities for our 50th Anniversary celebrations in 2020, 
and our brand new logo flag has been raised at the boathouse to get this special year started. On 
that topic, we have a ‘shout’ for help of our own!  
 
If anyone in the Pett community has any photographs of the boat, base and crew - in action or at 
play in the community - that you would be willing to bring in for us to scan and use in displays 
and presentations, we’d be really pleased to hear from you. We’re also gathering rescue stories, 
as we’d like to map out the last 50 years in images and ‘tales from the boathouse’, so we’d love 
for you to get in touch.  
 
Please contact us through our website at https://plirb.com or our social media: Twitter 
@PLIRBRescue and Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat.  You’re also welcome to visit us with 
your photos and tales of Pett Rescue on Sunday mornings! 
 
We’ll be back again in March with more updates but the meantime, take care and stay 
beach aware - especially as those spring tides start to rise. 
 
 
 

41



 

42



ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST... 
 
A piece of our WW2 military heritage has disappeared.  
 
Regrettably, many local sites that could illuminate the past have been lost, and one such 
disappeared in 2019 when the remnants of our last Wireless Intercept tower (‘Y’ station) were 
removed – and with it a tangible link to a story of vital significance in the war effort. 
 
Being on the front line - and a direct target in Hitler’s invasion plans (Operation Sealion) - Pett 
Level and surroundings were heavily fortified during WW2. Some of these buildings survive, 
such as the Battery at Toot Rock, others were demolished or removed after the war before their 
historical importance was understood. Today, locally and 
nationally, many such structures are recognised as part of 
our history - valued, conserved and even listed. These 
preserved landmarks provide a direct link to the past; first 
hand evidence of life in the community during WW2. 
 
Pett originally had two of these ‘Y’ stations, which were 
part of a Top Secret national network intercepting enemy 
wireless messages, which were relayed to Bletchley Park 
for de-coding, cross referencing and piecing together key 
information that helped break the Enigma codes.   
 
‘Y’ Service detachments formed part of the signals branch of each of the three armed services.  

In other words, ‘Y’ station operators provided the code breakers of Bletchley with their source 
material, thus playing a crucial role in Signals Intelligence and speeding the end of the war. 
 
In wartime, c1942, two ‘Y’ towers were built on high, open land overlooking Pett Level to the 
east of Gatehurst Farm (field opposite Rose Cottages). They were often built as pairs to enable a 
direction-finding capability in tracing the source of enemy signals, as well as monitoring and 

recording wireless traffic. The western one disappeared some time 
after 1984. The remnants of the eastern one – its 2 metre high octagonal 
brick outer wall - were a familiar sight near the footpath down to Pett 
Level. 
 
Originally it would have had a 30-foot antenna tower, constructed of 
wood to minimise electrical and magnetic interference. As in the 
picture of Beeston Hill tower (left), the roof would have had a fixed 
small aerial array of 4 vertical dipoles arranged in a square 
configuration.  
 
The wooden tower at Pett was removed or disintegrated during the 
1980s, but the octagonal blast wall, enclosing vegetation and small 
trees, remained as a landmark on the crest of the hill for over 75 years. 

Rising up over 30 ft, the two towers as originally built must have looked an impressive sight!  
 
 

'Y' station, Pett 1980 (Photo courtesy of Phil 
Stringer) 

Beeston Hill c1946 
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There are few areas left now where 1940’s defence structures remain within a landscape 
unchanged since construction. The loss of the Pett ‘Y’ station, from a historical point of view, is 
disappointing. Its substantial remains bore testimony and tribute to the men and women whose 
covert and unremitting activities helped turn the course of the war and played such a significant 
role in the defence of this country.   
 
 
RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS - THE RECTOR, RICHARD BARRON 

 
Changing our community and the world for the better! 
 
Stephen told his parents that he needed to get to school much earlier each day. He didn’t say why, 
but he made it clear it was important to him. One wintry day, Stephen was killed in a car crash. 
During the preparation for his funeral his parents discovered he had been going to school early 
so that he and a group of friends could greet other students at the school gate with a smile, a wave 
or a kind word. Their aim was to make all students – even those who weren’t popular – feel 
welcomed and accepted. What’s remarkable is that their sacrificial but simple action had a very 
positive impact on the school. 
 
The reason for Stephen and his friends’ behaviour is that they believed that everyone mattered to 
God; everyone was important and everyone has a responsibility to treat others with respect. He 
and his friends wanted to positively express their belief in a way that raised the self-esteem of 
other students and assure each one they were valued. 
 
That got me thinking about how we view and treat other people. Do we treat people with respect 
regardless of their appearance, skin colour, nationality, age, gender, profession or sexuality? Do 
we go out of our way to build others up like Stephen and his friends? We should not underestimate 
the difference our actions and attitudes can make to people’s lives, or to relationships, to the 
community, or even further afield to cities and to the world. 
 
Jesus said the same when He commanded us to love one another and put our neighbour before 
ourselves. He made it clear we have a responsibility, not just an option, to care for one another. 
Admittedly this is easier said than done, which is why we can’t do this alone, we need the help 
of God.  
 
The action of Stephen and his friends had a very positive impact within the life of the school. It 
raised both behavioural and educational standards. Their example reveals that the route to greater 
harmony and wellbeing is not something we should delegate to world leaders as though they have 
all the answers. It reveals that, with God’s help, we all have power to change the world for the 
better. So let’s accept our responsibility and do all we can to achieve that!  
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WHAT?      

  WHERE?    
   

  WHEN? 

  WHY?       

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND:  
QUIZMASTER RAY BARDEN BEM BEST EVER (QUIZ) MASTER! 

 
TICKETS:  £5 each to include a raffle ticket 

To reserve a table 01424 251849 or email 
heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk 

Teams of 6 maximum  -  BYO drink and supper 

            
 

 

In aid of Pett Parish 
Churches 

Pett Village Hall 
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