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Dear Readers 
 
Firstly, I would like to congratulate Gill Buttle’s daughter, Alison, on completing her Sahara 
Trek and raising over £2,700 for St Michael’s Hospice in memory of her father, Trevor Buttle. 
 
This year sees the 50th Anniversary of Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat - the celebrations 
start with an Open Day on Sunday 24th May. This year also sees an end to the Permissive Walks 
across Lunsford Farm – please see Andrew Dunlop’s letter for more details on this and other 
activities on the farm. 
 
And, as it is a new year, John and I would like to thank all of you who have made this magazine 
a success over the past year, including the magazine team and distributers, all those who have 
contributed news items and letters, and our advertisers. A special thanks to Mike Goswell who 
is stepping down from preparing news from the New Beach Club and Sea Angling Club. 
 
If you want to contribute with letters, articles, hot-topics, or anything else you think is worth 
sharing then please get in touch. And don’t forget – we are still looking for someone to join 
John and myself in editing this wonderful magazine.  
 
 

Best wishes and a Happy New Year 
 

THE NEWS TEAM ARE 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 
John Case, Deputy Editor, 01424 812224 
Sarah Adams, Distribution, 01424 812323 
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we 
offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPYmust be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something handwritten 
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and 
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, 
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole 
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither 
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise 
indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements 
and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither 
the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication. 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS MONTH THE VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING & 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY TAKES PACE ON WEDNESDAY 8TH JANUARY 
 
Church Services 
Sunday 5th January  09:30am Holy Communion; Kay Burnett & Meriel Deasy 
Sunday 12th January 10:45am Covenant Service; Holy Communion; Methodist Chapel 
Sunday 19th January 08:00am Holy Communion; Pett Level; Richard Barron 
Sunday 26th January 09:30am Holy Communion; Richard Barron 
Sunday 2nd February 09:30am Holy Communion; Kay Burnett & Meriel Deasy 
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Dear Editor 
ALISON’S SAHARA TREK 

 
Some of you know that my daughter Alison did a four day trek through the Sahara in November 
to raise money for St Michael’s Hospice in memory of her dad Trevor, she raised over £2,700, 
with £320 of that from the coffee morning held at my house earlier in the year. 
 
The trek went really well and despite temperatures of up to 42 degrees, all the participants 
completed the trek. They were looked after really well by local Berbers who set up the overnight 
tents and provided delicious Moroccan food, their lovely camels carrying the heavy stuff. 
 
Highlights were watching the sun setting from the tops of sand dunes, drinking freshly brewed 
mint tea served up to them in copper tea pots by the Berbers. 
 
Thanks once again to my very generous friends and neighbours. 

Gill Buttle 
 

 
Dear Editor 

LUNSFORD FARM PERMISSIVE WALKS 
(copy of a letter sent to Pett Parish Council) 

With regards to the permissive walks through Lunsford Farm, it is with regret this arrangement 
has come to an end, with immediate effect, for the following reasons: 
 
1)  Natural England are not renewing the permissive walk option with the Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme; 
2)  Health and Safety requirements as a working farm; and 
3)  Public Liability and legal concerns. 
 
We are sorry for any inconvenience and loss of amenity, but we ask people to respect this 
decision.  However, the good news is that the educational walks and visits are unaffected and 
those people wishing to organise walks can get in touch with me at the farm as usual.  Also, that 
the footpath through the farm along the Royal Military Canal and Tow Path is unaffected as this 
is a public right of way. 
 
In the longer term, we hope to address this problem not least of all with the introduction of the 
new Agricultural Bill making it's way through Parliament. 

Andrew Dunlop, Lunsford Farm, Pett, 01424 813 368 
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WHAT?      

  WHERE?    
   

  WHEN? 

  WHY?       

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND:  
QUIZMASTER RAY BARDEN BEM BEST EVER (QUIZ) MASTER! 

 
TICKETS:  £5 each to include a raffle ticket 

To reserve a table 01424 251849 or email 
heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk 

Teams of 6 maximum  -  BYO drink and supper 

            
 

 

In aid of Pett Parish 
Churches 

Pett Village Hall 
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 NEW YEAR’S NEWS FROM PETT WOMEN’S 
INSTITUTE! 
 
A very happy new year from all at Pett WI.   
 
Our AGM took place in November but before the official business we were entertained by Ben 
Walgate from Tillingham Wines of Peasmarsh who spoke with passion about his career in wine 
production culminating with this local initiative which now employs 15 people.  Ben’s 
presentation included a tasting session of his delicious wines. We were excited to learn more 
about the business which includes a cafe/restaurant, guest rooms and courses including yoga and 
sourdough making too!  We then had a thoroughly interesting and interactive report of our review 
of the year (and what a lot we got up to!) and presentation of our healthy looking accounts thanks 
to our wonderful Jane Sweaney who holds the position of Secretary and Treasurer!  The new 
committee was elected with Jane Sweaney, Sara Dann, Sally Watson and myself standing again 
with two additional members Amanda Leeson and Trish Walker who we warmly welcomed to 
the team.   
 

 
 
Our Fitness Frolics health and wellbeing day back at the end of November was a terrific success!  
The event - to highlight Pett WI's campaign to support local community dementia initiatives - 
raised a fantastic £1,000 for the Rye & District Dementia Action Alliance to help towards 
improving the environment for people living with various forms of dementia and their carers.  
Huge thanks to everyone who came along to participate or sponsor participants, and members 
who also came to help with refreshments and raffle sales etc. - and for making it such a great 
success! 
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For so very generously giving us their time and making it all possible, special thanks must go to 
Instructors - Mandy Hogarth (Tomboogie), Celia King (Pilates) and Ann Simpson (Tai Chi) and 
Therapists - Natalie Dodd (Naturally Beautiful Massage Hastings), Rei Kinsella and Dawn 
Turner. 
 
Thanks also to all members who helped with the organisation of the event especially Hilary 
Dymott, Sara Dann and Sally Watson and on the day to Trish Walker who stepped into my shoes 
when I was laid up with the winter lurgy!  
 
We decided to spice up our December get together with a “Christmas Chilli and Cheer Party” 
with not a sausage roll or mince pie in sight!  Thanks to all my fellow committee members – 
Trish and Sally for creating two tasty chillis,  Amanda for lots of shopping and doing such a great 
job as bartender and fizz dispenser and more during the course of the evening, Sara Dann (and 
Sharon Sellens) for the singing, and Jane Sweaney for creating a brilliant pictorial quiz which 
had us moving around the tables and spending time with people we don’t usually manage to chat 
to. 
 
We open up our doors to current and new members at our New Year’s Bucks Fizz Brunch 
meeting to be held on Saturday 18th January at 11am for membership renewals - with 
brunch served from 11.30am.  Over brunch we will be revealing some of the highlights of our 
2020 programme, local fundraising ideas and voting on next year’s national campaigning 
initiatives.    
 
If you are not already a member but would like to join us in January please reserve your place in 
advance if possible by emailing our secretary Jane on pettwi@outlook.com   (We usually meet 
at the Pett Village Hall on the third Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm until 9.30pm but like to 
offer a daytime weekend date in January as many of us would prefer to not venture too far on a 
cold and possibly frosty evening in the bleak midwinter!)   Remember you do not need to live in 
Pett to join our WI.   
 

Belinda Wood, President, Pett WI 
 
NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB 
 
In my last entry in the Parish Magazine I said that no boats had been to sea 
but a couple of days after I sent in the report skipper Steve (Sparra) Harris 
braved the elements with two other members and had a very productive trip. Included in their 
catch were dabs, mackerel, good sized whiting and a couple of small codling. Owing to a rather 
windy weather forecast I have decided to cancel the Christmas Competition and have rescheduled 
it for Sunday 12th January. Members will be advised on start and finish times nearer the date. 
 
Don't forget as I stated in last month's edition the winch will shortly be going away for essential 
maintenance work. Also we have a new Competition Secretary, Nick Jury has agreed to take on 
the position so on the behalf of the Committee I would like to wish him all the best and wish all 
our readers and members a very Happy Christmas and New Year. 
 
As always tight lines and stay safe.                                                            Pete Drew (Chairman) 
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PETT COMMUNITY LIBRARY BLOG 
 
Please note - the next Library and Coffee Morning is 8th January as 
the first Wednesday in January is a bank holiday. 
 
Many thanks to Jenny, second from the left in this photo, for conducting 
a busy and successful one-off wreath-making session at the December Coffee Morning. As you 
can see, the results were stunning. 
 

 
 
Crochet Corner is popular and was also very busy. But there is always room for more, so please 
come along and join in. Hooks, yarn and encouragement readily available. 
 
The Community Library also lends out books. You don't have to buy anything, although it does 
help to support Pett Village Hall if you purchase a cup of coffee and a slice of delicious home-
made cake. The books are supplied to us free of charge from the Community Library Store at 
East Sussex Library. 
 
Our Book of the Month and reader recommendation is The World is a Bundle of Hay by Roy 
Alan Preece. This is a personal memoir of growing up and working on a farm in the 1940's and 
50's in Somerset, a breath of fresh air after the political turmoil we have recently been through. 
The library copy will be being read in Somerset over Christmas, but will be back in the library 
and ready to borrow on 8th January 2020 in Pett Village Hall, 10.00 - 12.00. 
 

Anna and Vivien 
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GARDENING CLUB – SANDY ANDREWS 
 
The garden club’s December meeting was the customary festive get-
together, with a pub-style quiz on a gardening theme, and much fun was 
had by all. This rounded off another successful year with talks ranging 
from the dilemmas faced when reinstating gardens at some of the smaller 
National Trust properties, to the challenges of gardening by the sea. They 
included sessions on scent, colour, meadows, wildflowers and on pioneering plant collectors. 
 
Outings were made to Hole Park, Godinton and Penshurst Place. The annual ramble around the 
village to see members’ gardens is always a favourite event, satisfying our curiosity and finishing 
with a summer social. The most memorable visit was to Rye Harbour when, in horizontal wind 
and rain, a surprisingly large group were guided around the ever-changing nature reserve. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has helped us out in any way over the year and to all of you for coming 
to the meetings. Best wishes for a merry Christmas and a happy New Year from the committee. 
  
Next Meeting: Tuesday 14 January, Village Hall.  ‘Who’s been sleeping in my Bed’, A talk by 
Katherine Lynn.  
 
 

CHRISTMAS CRACKER 2019 
Christmas celebrations make a contribution, you 
may agree, to our daily lives but however that 
contribution may be viewed differently by 
different people, its indubitable value is as a 
welcome respite from politics, bad weather, 
general gloom, rising prices, end-of-year bills 
and horror stories in the newspapers. 
 
So, on behalf of Pett Church which will be much 
helped by the proceeds, I want to thank everyone 
who took part in Christmas Cracker 2019: 
visitors, stallholders, cake makers, craftspeople, 
those in charge of refreshments, card makers and 
card sellers and those involved in the Cracker 
game and sweets in the jar.  We are especially 
grateful to the Village Choir who entertained us 
so well.  Your singing made me feel Christmassy 
for the first time this year. 
 
May 2020 be less stressful for each of us and may 
we always remember God’s love and seek God’s 
peace. 

 
Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden, Pett Church 

 

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Winners for November are 

1st Carol Glasson 

2nd Julie Marshall 

        3rd Dennis Lanner 
 

 

  

Draw Date 4th December 2019 
 

 

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693 
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MY WINTER GARDEN BLOG– GILL PLANK 
 
I don’t usually do my Blog at this time of year, but someone questioned ‘Why not?’ so I’m giving 
it a go.  
 
As to the garden, it is actually, like every other I suspect, a glutinous, heavy, sad looking mass of 
squelchy earth and grass that is too long because it never dried up enough to cut properly. I can’t 
even make a half decent job of sweeping up leaves because they are so wet – that does save the 
back-breaking job I suppose! I have now decided to stop worrying about it until the spring when, 
undoubtedly, we will have a drought and there will be baked clods of mud all over. 
  
Enough of that, what about the wildlife?  
 
The ducks returned after about 2 months – the wet weather 
presumably created a better opportunity elsewhere but as soon as 
there were some frosty mornings they were back. Four moorhens 
have put in an appearance and spend much time under the bird 
feeders.  
 
They are helped by the magpies who continue to find clever ways of accessing feeders meant for 
the smaller birds. This is done by clever balancing or jumping up and swinging on them to release 
seeds or on the fat balls jumping and grabbing. Nuthatch and great spotted woodpecker have been 
to the feeders along with all the tits and finches.  
  
My holly tree was covered with berries a month ago, but the blackbirds have sorted that out and 
now there is not even a sprig left for the Christmas pudding. Whatever the weather there is always 
plenty of bird entertainment. I even had a male pheasant on the lawn last week. 
 
Although it was so wet there was some decent colour as the leaves turned although I am fed up 
with clearing the drain outside my house as they get washed down the road in the wind and rain. 
 
I did save a robin recently when Mango brought it in from the rain. I removed it from his jaws 
and put it in a box in the shed with a pile of sunflower seeds. The next morning it had recovered 
and flown off– a Christmas miracle? 
 
Later this month I will be journeying to Zimbabwe and having a dose of warmth and sunshine. I 
will also be visiting Vumba Botanic Gardens in the North East Highlands where I will be able to 
see many exotic birds and flowering plants. When I return it will be nearly Spring??? 
 

A Happy New Year to everyone! 
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Our opening times have changed – we are now open from 12 noon 
to 9pm every day throughout the Winter. This does not affect Quiz, Pool and Bingo 
nights. It may close later, at the discretion of the Bar Staff, if there are still members 
in the Club. 
 
WHAT’S ON AT THE CLUB: 
 
Live music/events for December 2019/January 2020: 

• Thurs 26th Dec -- BOXING DAY – LIVE MUSIC: Stormy-T and The Bluesman’s Lane  2.30pm-
5.30pm 

• Tues 31st Dec -- NEW YEAR’S EVE -- LIVE MUSIC: THE GEOFF BELLHOUSE BAND 8.00pm 
– 2020! 

• Sat 18th Jan -- “PARTY FOR PARKINSON’S” with LIVE MUSIC: BACK IN TIME 8.00pm- 
11.00pm 

• Sat 26th Jan -- BURN'S NIGHT SUPPER 
 
Regular event dates for January: 

• Quiz Night Monday evenings 8pm start 
• Guest Ales £2.50 a pint Monday to Friday 
• Happy Hours Monday to Friday 5pm to 7pm 
• Free Pool: Wednesday evenings 6.30pm onwards 
• Bingo Restarts 16th Jan, then fortnightly. Eyes down at 7.30pm 
• Fizzy Friday Bottle of Prosecco £14 All day 
• Silly Saturday House double and mixer £4 All day 

 
We hope you had a chance to pop in during December, whether it was for the music, the beer, the food, 
making a Christmas Wreath, the Craft Sale or any combination of these. We had live music from Mick 
Mepham and Something Else. If this reaches you before Christmas, just a quick reminder that the Club 
will be open from 12 noon to 2pm on Christmas Day. Also, on Boxing Day, we will be open from 12 
noon to 8pm and there will be live music from Stormy-T and The Bluesman’s Lane starting at 2.30pm. 
Bring all those left-over nibbles and make a party of it! 
 
This year we will be rocking and rolling into 2020 on New Year’s Eve with The Geoff Bellhouse Band 
from 8pm. 
 
On Saturday 18th January one of our Club members is having a birthday party with a difference. This 
is being held as a fund-raiser for Parkinson’s Disease. There will be music with the brilliant Back In 
Time from 8pm. And collection pots for this Charity will be on the bar throughout the day. 
 
Our Burn's Night Supper is on Saturday 25th January, including dinner and a traditional bagpiper (and 
whisky). The evening will include a themed quiz and a raffle (and whisky!). Pre-booking is essential to 
ensure your reservation. Please ask for a menu and booking form which you can pick up in the Club 
or we can email it over. Please book as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. 
 
We had many party bookings from members during 2019. Please remember that our members can 
use the Club as a free venue. If you have a celebration coming up (anniversary, wedding, birthday etc.) 
please contact us to discuss your requirements. 
 
Please keep an eye on our website, www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk or Facebook page, for more 
information, events, and bar and kitchen opening times, which may be added or changed after this 
newsletter. As always, we look forward to seeing you all and wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year. 

The Committee                     info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk                       01424 812080 
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD - CHAIR 
 
The parish council did not meet in December, so the final budget should be 
agreed in January. If there are any projects that you feel should be carried out in 
the next year or you want to ask for a grant for your organisation, you still have 
time to put your ideas forward. Please send details to the clerk by Friday 10 
January. The information required if you are asking for a grant can be found on Pettnet. 
 
There often seems to be confusion over the role of the parish council, what its responsibilities 
are, what it can do and what it can’t do. In order to try and make information about this more 
visible, the council is looking into the possibility of producing a leaflet covering these topics. I 
hope that this will be welcomed. 
 
In another move that we hope will make the council’s contribution to the community appear more 
obvious, and to provide an opportunity for parishioners to raise topics that can be discussed at 
the annual parish meeting, we are contemplating what might be called an open day, if we can 
find a day when the village hall is available. The provisional plan is that councillors and the clerk 
will be available to answer questions and to gauge opinions. In addition, we plan to invite village 
organisations and perhaps businesses to come along and explain what they do. Watch out for 
further information.  
 
In a third move to make access to the council easier, the clerk and/or I plan to attend the monthly 
village coffee morning on the first Wednesday of each month so that we can try to answer 
questions that anyone may have. 
 
This also seems a good time, as we go into the new year, to thank all those who volunteer in the 
village. The more visible ones are Mike Wilkins and John Case for producing this magazine (and 
also Sarah Adams, who has now moved on from editing, but still organises the distribution), Tim 
Rothwell for his work on the web site and as chair of the Village Hall committee, but there are 
many others: the rest of the village hall committee; the magazine distribution team, who make 
sure that the magazine reaches you; Brenda Kirkham, who handles magazine subscriptions and 
Lesley Wilkins the advertising. Away from the magazine, there are: Ann Nicholls, who, with her 
helpers, runs POPP every Tuesday; Tim and Anne Jury, who organise the monthly coffee 
mornings, as well as Anna, Vivian and Anne, who run the community library; Peter Felton, Andy 
Norcott and Paul Stapley, who voluntarily look after various village amenities; and the 
SpeedWatch team. And, of course, there are those who run the churches, clubs and societies as 
well as other organisations, such as the Flower Show, the play group, the WI, the Beach Club, 
the allotments, PLPT, the Rescue Boat and ARC, too many to list here individually, and those 
who open their gardens for charity. Last, but not least (and I hope I haven’t missed anyone), there 
are my fellow councillors and our clerk, Mary Philo, as well as the District Councillors and our 
County Councillor. To all these, on behalf of the community, I extend my thanks and wish them 
well as they continue this valuable work into the new year. 
 
Finally, I am very sorry to have to report the tragic death of Tony Mitchell. Our sympathy goes 
to his wife and daughter, Laura and Ella, and to the rest of his family, who are grateful for so 
many kind messages received following their sad loss.  
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NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY 
 
We saw a couple of thrushes on the field at the back recently.  They 
were quite a distance away so it was difficult to see what sort of 
thrushes they were even with binoculars.  There are four 
possibilities for thrush-like birds in this country – song thrush, 
mistle thrush, redwing and fieldfare.  (The thrush family – Turdidae 
- is a large family that includes robins, redstarts, wheatears and our 
more familiar blackbird.)  The redwing and fieldfare are more 
numerous in the winter as they are joined by immigrants from 
Scandinavia, but these are distinctive birds – the fieldfare is well 
marked and has a grey back, and the redwing has a distinctive eye 
stripe.  The thrushes on the field were not so distinctive which meant they were either mistle 
thrushes or song thrushes.  The mistle thrush has slightly bolder speckles on its breast and a more 
upright stance.  I could see both of those characteristics so I guessed at mistle thrush.  This was 
confirmed when they flew off and I saw a flash of white under their wings.  The four thrushes 
each have a patch under the wing near the shoulder – which could be called an armpit if there no 
ornithologists about – that is diagnostic.   The fieldfare and mistle thrush both have a white patch, 
the song thrush has a buff-coloured patch and the redwing is aptly named. 
 
Wildlife can be difficult to see as it is, quite rightly, wary of humans.  I saw a book recently that 
addresses that problem.  It is by Simon Barnes and is called Rewild Yourself.  The theme of the 
book is things you can do in your garden to attract wildlife.  Rewilding is becoming a popular 
concept if not a popular way of managing land.  The idea is that larger mammals or predators are 
introduced to an area which then changes the ecology and allows nature to recover from human 
intervention.  It is a ‘stepping back’ from nature and is the polar opposite to conservation which 
seeks to preserve what may already be a degraded habitat.  The Knepp estate in West Sussex and 
Yellowstone Park in the USA are famous examples of rewilding.  Yellowstone has been hugely 
successful.  Wolves were reintroduced and the water quality improved!  How so?  Basically, the 
wolves killed the deer that were overgrazing riverside habitat which meant that the deer couldn’t 
graze where they could be easy targets.  This allowed trees and bushes to grow, which in turn 
attracted beavers that built dams which slowed the rivers and allowed fish to thrive and a balance 
restored that improved the water quality.  It has had other benefits as well.  Trees and bushes 
have stabilized the riverbanks and reduced soil erosion, and remarkably, pronghorn deer that 
were becoming rare are now thriving as there is more grazing available due to the reduction in 
red deer numbers. (Red deer are called elk in the USA.)  The trees and bushes meant more insects, 
more birds, and more small mammals and more birds of prey.  This process whereby the 
introduction of a species at the top of the food chain has a dramatic effect on many other species 
is called a trophic cascade. 

The Knepp estate in West Sussex has had similar success.  No top predators there but free 
roaming cattle, pigs, deer and ponies have created a mosaic of different habitats that have resulted 
in thriving populations of purple emperor butterflies, turtle doves and nightingales in little more 
than a decade.  It’s on our list for a visit in the near future.  Meanwhile we’ll just have to carry 
on working on our own small patch where just allowing the grass to grow allows a lot more 
species to get a foothold.  I guess wolves and bears aren’t an option here? 
As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will have photos of a 
thrush or two. 
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT (PLIRB) 
 
Happy New Year and welcome to 2020, a momentous year for us here at the 
Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat.  
 
As many in the community will know, 2020 is the 50th anniversary of the 
rescue boat at Pett Level, so we’re planning some extra events and activities to commemorate 
this special occasion. It also means that our annual Open Day will be an extra celebration and 
we’re looking forward to sharing more about our plans for this as the year unfolds. Until then 
though, please add the Open Day date of Sunday 24th May 2020 to your diaries. 
 

Since our last update, it’s been business as usual with our work 
down at the boathouse. At the very end of 2019, our collection 
point for Surviving Christmas was well received and we managed 
to gather three large bags of grocery items and goodies for families 
in need. We hope to continue with this kind of support for local 
community causes throughout 2020.  
 
Meanwhile, our own ongoing projects are starting to show 
progress. Our reserve launch and recovery vehicle is taking shape 
- the vehicle’s electrics have been completed and it’s now 

undergoing work on the hydraulics and the cab, which has to be virtually rebuilt. As you know, 
this has been a major project for us over the last year and we’re very excited that 2020 will be 
the year when we’ll see this reserve launch vehicle in action on the beach.  
 
In 2020, our main equipment fundraiser is to upgrade our communications system. Upgrading 
systems for both boats, crew helmets, base and mobiles will mean we’re be able to function with 
clearer communications in all-weather situations (including high winds) increasing efficiency in 
all crew tasks and emergency situations. Fundraising for this new system has already started and 
is going well.  
 
Our boost to crew numbers is also looking promising for 2020 and we’re hopeful that two or 
three of our current trainee crew will make the grade to full crew by May’s Open Day. Of course, 
we are still welcoming volunteers around all aspects of our work - the boats, the base, the 
maintenance and of course the fundraising. So, if you have any skills to share - or  want to learn 
new ones - and are looking for a new challenge in 2020, please do get in touch through our 
website https://plirb.com or our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue and Facebook 
@PettLevelRescueBoat.  
 
Until next time, enjoy your new year and be sure to take care and stay beach aware. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29



 

30



RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS - THE RECTOR, RICHARD BARRON 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
You and I have no idea what this year will hold, but God does, for He says, ‘I know the plans I 
have for you, plans for good, not for bad, to give you a future and a hope’. He sees the year ahead. 
He knows the pitfalls you will face and the joys that are to come. He also knows the hope of 
Paradise that lies deep in your heart and the means by which that hope can be fulfilled.  
 
It is likely that the coming year won’t be without its share of trouble or difficulty for we live in a 
broken and troubled world and sometimes we cannot avoid being caught up in its trials. But God 
has promised to be with us so that we do not have to bear our burdens alone, or stumble on 
blindly. He will also use our trials to strengthen us and enable us to help others going through the 
same circumstances. He takes bad and painful things and moulds them for good, because He 
wastes nothing and always wants the best for us and for others. 
  
This year will contain joys too and plenty of them, for which we should be grateful. Our joys can 
also be utilised to lift the spirits of those who are in need, especially those who, for whatever 
reason, are unable to see the joys around them. 
 
But the point is, whether in joy or in sorrow, we can feel confused, as if we are just stumbling 
around in life and life has no purpose. We can go from year to year and feel we are going nowhere 
and wonder ‘what’s the point of it all’. 
 
So this year, even if you have done this before, can I ask you to put your hand in the hand of 
God so that you may tread safely into the unknown for God’s way is safer than a known way. 
Don’t try to figure out life on your own, it’s probably not got you where you hoped.  Know that 
God has plans for you. Plans for this life and for eternity. He knows the way ahead. Let Him 
guide you. 
 
May the peace of God be with you.  
 
Richard 
 
(highlighted sections from the poem “God Knows” by Minnie Louise Haskins. 
Quoted by King George VI in his 1939 Christmas message) 
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347 BUS TIMETABLE

Pett to Hastings
SCH HOLS HOLS SCH

Pett, Chick Hill 08:19 08:26 10:12 12:17 14:02 15:42 15:47 08:26 14:02
Pett, Church 08:22 08:29 10:15 12:20 14:05 15:45 15:50 08:29 14:05
Guestling Green School 08:29
Guestling, The White Hart 08:34 08:34 10:20 12:25 14:10 15:50 15:55 08:34 14:10
Ore, The Kings Head 08:38 08:38 10:24 12:29 14:14 15:54 15:59 08:38 14:14
Ore Post Office 08:40 08:40 10:26 12:31 14:16 15:56 08:40 14:16
Milward Road Manor Road 08:45 08:45 10:30 12:35 14:20 16:00 08:45 09:52 11:57 14:20 15:22
Hastings, Queens Road 10:35 12:40 14:25 16:05 09:57 12:02 14:25 15:27
Hastings, Harold Place 08:49 08:49 08:49
Hastings, Rail Station 08:51 08:51 08:51
Fairlight Glen 16:03
Fairlight, Cove Hotel 16:09
Pett Level 16:15

Hastings to Pett
HOLS SCH

Hastings, Rail Stop E 13:30 15:10 15:10 13:30 15:10
Queens Road, opp 
Priory Meadow Stop N 09:45 11:50 13:35 15:15 15:15 16:40 17:40 09:45 11:50 13:35 15:15 16:40 17:40
Milward Road Manor Road 09:50 11:55 13:40 15:20 15:20 06:45 17:45 09:50 11:55 13:40 15:20 16:45 17:45
Ore Post Office 09:55 12:00 13:45 15:25 15:25 17:50 13:45 17:50
Ore, The Kings Head 09:57 12:02 13:47 15:27 15:27 17:52 13:47 17:52
Guestling, The White Hart 10:01 12:06 13:51 15:31 15:31 17:56 13:51 17:56
Guestling School 15:34
Pett, Church 10:06 12:11 13:56 15:36 15:42 18:01 13:56 18:01
Pett, Chick Hill 10:09 12:14 13:59 15:39 15:45 18:04 13:59 18:04

SCH
HOLS School Holidays Only

Mondays to Fridays Saturdays

Mondays to Fridays Saturdays

School Days Only

We have transcribed the above timetables from those provided by Stagecoach. If 
you spot any errors or know of any changes then please let us know.
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WANTED
A NEW EDITOR

TO JOIN OUR TEAM

John and I are looking for another member of 
our team to share the editing and to bring fresh 

ideas to the magazine.

No experience is necessary, but you would 
ideally be familiar with using MS Word and/or 

Apple Pages.

If you are interested then get in touch with 
either

Mike Wilkins
or

John Case
(our contact details

are on page 3)
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