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Welcome 
I can’t quite believe that it is December!  Where has this year gone to? It only seems a short 
time ago that we were welcoming in the Spring!  Unfortunately, the weather hasn’t been that 
marvellous recently, with heavy rain and wind, so I hope we can have some finer, crisper 
winter days over the next few weeks, especially at Christmas time, when no doubt many of 
us will want to get out and about and walk off the excesses of the festive period!


Talking of weather, we hope you like our snow themed Christmas magazine cover. As many of 
you will know, we have been working with the children at Guestling Bradshaw Primary School 
over the past few months to produce seasonal magazine covers. This striking village scene of 
Pett was painted by Daisy and I’m sure you will all agree that it is wonderfully festive. Well 
done, Daisy and to all the other children who took part in the competition. We had some 
fabulous entries. 


There are lots of events going on in the Village in December and you will find full details within 
the pages of this magazine. I am very pleased to see that the fund-raising for the Archive 
Resource Centre is doing well, and on page 7 David Breakell talks about the new oral history 
project, which is such an important part of building up a permanent record of the lives of 
village residents. Please do consider taking part and recording your memories for posterity.


Mike Wilkins has asked me to flag up that we are still looking for an additional person to join 
our small editorial team, so if you are interested, please do get in touch with either Mike or 
myself. 


Finally, on behalf on the magazine team, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!                           

John 
THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 
John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 or 07525032198 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator, 01424 812323 
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then 
we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPY 
Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten please contact 
us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and phone number. When 
submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. 
No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any 
copy received. 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every reasonable effort 
has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the publishers or the news 
team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed 
herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not 
necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can 
uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,


From Ray Taylor 
Could I please ask that through your 
pages I may send Christmas and New 
Year greetings to my friends in Pett, 
thank them for their friendship, and tell 
them I am happily settling in at my new 
address:


Sloe Hill Residential Home, Mill Lane, 
St Ippolyts, near Hitchin, Herts, SG4 
7NN 

They are lovely, caring people - like 
Pett’s! Thank you!


Ray Taylor

Dear Editor


From Heather Godwin 

Heather and Rod wish everyone in 
Pett and Pett Level a peaceful 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 


As usual, in lieu of sending Christmas 
cards, we will be donating to the 
following dog rescue charities: 
Schnauzerfest, Diana Brimblecombe 
Animal Rescue Centre, Dogs in the 
Streets, South East Dog Rescue and 
Cinque Ports Rescue.

What is this? 

In our previous ARC article, we 
asked you to identify this 
photograph. No prizes I’m 
afraid, but it’s the face of a 
stone boundary marker, and the 
letters stand for “War 
Department”. Many such 
markers were erected around 
Pett Level designating the area 
as under military ownership. 
The style of lettering dates the 
marker from well before the 
First World War.


David Breakell, ARC 

See page 7 for an ARC update
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NEWS FROM THE ARC - by David Breakell


We’ve got it taped! Over coming months, ARC will be out in the community armed 
with a special piece of technology. A pocket-sized voice recorder will accompany 
our interviewers, as they talk to residents who’ve agreed to share their memories of 
years past in our villages. Our own equivalent of The Listening Project.


It’s a vital part of ARC’s mission to capture these unwritten histories. Their place in 
the archives is every bit as important as our documentary and photographic 
collections. Documents are the skeleton, the framework in which events have 
happened. Photographs capture a moment, a scene familiar or unfamiliar. But a 
voice or video recording puts flesh on these bones.  


The technology enables us to capture these conversations on a device no bigger 
than a ketchup bottle. To transfer the recordings to computer files with ease. And to 
share them with you, via our website. The purchase of the recorder was one of our 
first buys, enabling us to make a start on the ARC’s mission, even while we await the 
funding to create and equip the archive room.


If you, or someone you know, has a story you think is worth hearing, please get in 
touch. Soon, you’ll be able to reach us via the ARC website but in the meantime, 
please use the contact details below.  


                                                                          **** 

“The hum of that low land”: many of you will be familiar with the valuable work of 
The Pett Level Preservation Trust, looking after that special tract of land flanking the 
Royal Military Canal. Now, there is a new photographic exhibition in the vestry of St 
Nicholas’ Church, which showcases the Trust’s acreage and their work on it. It will 
be on display over the winter.


                                                                          ****


Fundraising thermometer: we were very pleased with the turnout for our exhibition 
day in October. It demonstrated the interest The ARC can generate and in addition, 
raised nearly £400. As I write, the total value contributed to date, including parish 
council grants, Friends’ donations and other personal contributions of money and 
equipment, is fast approaching £2000, an excellent start. Now, we are in the process 
of applying for major funding (our total budget is around £10,000) from public bodies 
and private charities. This process is not quick, but we hope to be able to announce 
a positive outcome by the Spring.

                                                                           


Contacts: if it’s about Oral History, please contact Libby Rothwell at 
libby.rothwell891@gmail.com or 07714 340674. For other enquiries contact: 
davidbreakell@gmail.com or 07971 142160. Thank you.
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Pett Parish Council - david penfold, chair
Perhaps the most important information that came out of the November council 
meeting was that, from December on, for major projects not only may up to three 
people speak for and against a planning application at the Rother District Planning 
Committee, but the parish council will also have the right to address the committee. I 
have agreed to speak at the meeting (probably December) that considers the change 
of passing places in Pannel Lane. the other change is that it will no longer be 
necessary for there to be a petition before individuals can address the committee. 


We have again had the problem of ‘Road closed’ signs being left up when Pett Road 
was open. While we know that road repairs are necessary, Councillor Keith Glazier 
has been protesting to Highways about their poor communications. Perhaps next 
time we shall see an improvement.


The parish council met in November and discussed the planning application for a 
house behind Paxstead (near the Royal Oak). While there were no objections as such 
to the proposal, there was concern about the foul water drainage as none of the 
properties at that end of the village are on mains drainage. Although waste from 
properties in the Oak Field and The Glebe drains into a large tank at the corner of The 
Glebe, from where the waste is pumped up to the sewer nearer the church, it is 
difficult to see how the proposed property can be connected to that system. 


The council also made a number of decisions. Grants were agreed to Pett Older 
People’s Project (POPP) and to the Pett Level Preservation Trust (PLPT). The former 
is to support the work of POPP, almost all carried out by volunteers led by Ann 
Nicholls. Indeed, in appreciation of this work the council decided to grant more than 
had been requested. The grant to PLPT is a contribution towards the cost of a life 
belt to go on one of the bridges over the Royal Military Canal. Other matters that 
were discussed were whether to hold council meetings monthly rather than bimonthly 
and whether to proceed with making the village a ‘No Cold Calling’ zone. It was 
decided that both these issues should be referred to the annual parish meeting in 
March. The next council meeting will be in January.


The council also spent time discussing the budget for 2020/2021, although this will 
not be finalised until the January meeting. Outstanding issues include the placing of 
the contract for village maintenance (mainly the recreation ground) and what work to 
have done in the children’s playground. What was decided, however, was that the 
roadside verges should only be cut twice next year (Rother has decided that it can no 
longer subsidise extra cuts). If this proves to be unsatisfactory, then the situation will 
be reconsidered for the following year. With reference to the budget, I repeat what I 
said last month: if either you feel that there is a project that the council should 
consider undertaking or you wish to apply for a grant, please send details to the 
clerk. The information required if you wish to apply for a grant is posted on Pettnet.


Finally, I have to report the sudden sad death of David Crouch, who has lived in the 
village for many years. Our sympathy goes to his wife Diane, his son Alan and the 
rest of the family.
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Gardening club news by june harris

Our speaker for the November meeting 
was Steven Moore, owner of Rapkyns 
Nursery at Broad Oak near Heathfield.  
He gave us a little of the history of the 
nursery to begin with, explaining that 
from a young child he had been 
fascinated by plants, had gradually 
taken over his parents’ garden, had a 
Saturday job at a nursery while still at 
school, then trained at Hadlow before 
taking a job at a Garden Centre.  All 
the while he looked to the future when 
he might open his own nursery and 
grow the plants he loved.  Happily, an 
uncle who was a farmer gave him a 
corner of a field and the dream began 
to become reality at last in 1992.  
Since those early days of carrying 
water to the site in buckets in his car 
and finally growing the plants he 
wanted, the nursery has expanded into 
a very successful business.


Initially rhododendrons and camellias 
were the mainstay, but shrubs, then 
perennials were added, all grown from 
seed or propagated from cuttings – 
none are imported, which prevents 
diseases being spread as 
c a n h a p p e n w h e n 
i n f e c t e d p l a n t s a re 
brought into the country 
and sold nationwide.  
Thus, gardeners can be 
sure any purchase from 
Rapkyn’s will not cause 
problems as they are 
ensured a healthy plant.


Steven, ably assisted by 
his wife Morag, had 
brought many lovely 
plants with him which 

provided the mainstay for the talk, 
each one illustrating the theme of both 
scent and colour in the garden at any 
time of year.  Steven’s knowledge of 
his plants is understandable given he 
specialises in growing his favourites, 
however he described the attributes of 
each of them and answered our 
questions at the same time in an 
entertaining and humorous way, which 
added greatly to our enjoyment of the 
evening.   We were all delighted to see 
so many plants in flower given the time 
of year, others with rich autumn foliage 
colour, many evergreen, so many also 
new to us!  The plants were all for sale 
at very reasonable prices and many of 
us went home laden!  Yet more work 
for us in our gardens, to find the right 
home for our new purchases, but a 
lasting memento of a most enjoyable 
evening. 


Our next meeting, on Tuesday 10th 
December, will be the Christmas Party, 
details of which will be sent out nearer 
the time.  
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Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat

Already the end of 2019 is upon us, which means it’s time for a round up of some of 
Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat’s achievements this year:


● Our first aid focus has meant that the majority of our base and boat crews are 
now qualified first aiders. So, in an emergency situation we can have first 
aiders on the boats and at the base at the same time, as needed. Another of 
2019’s first aid achievements has been successfully raising funds to purchase 
a Public Access Defibrillator, which is now installed outside the boathouse. 


● Working with other local charities and community services has been a focus 
this year too. We’re pleased that our boat crews have taken part in several joint 
training exercises with both RNLI Hastings and RNLI Rye this year. Joint 
exercises are vital for working collaboratively to deliver the very best rescue 
service we possibly can, and we look forward to more of this in 2020. 


● We’ve gained three new volunteers among our boat and base crews, plus new 
supporters who join in when they can to assist our work and events.


● Our reserve launch and recovery vehicle is further along the refurbishment road 
too. Having been completely stripped down, it’s now in its customisation 
phase, so we’re hoping that 2020 will see it up and running on Pett Beach.


Finally, we’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported us in 2019. 
Whether through one-off donations, buying our merchandise or raffle tickets, 
attending our Open Day and events, donating items for us to sell and equipment for 
us to use, or through holding fundraising events for us, we are extremely grateful for 
the support which keeps Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat afloat into next year.


Speaking of which, our final announcement of the year is a reminder that 2020 sees 
the 50th Anniversary of Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat. We’d love our 
neighbours from the Pett community to celebrate with us, so please do check in with 
our website and social media for updates, to be a part of this very special year.


Until then, please take care and stay beach aware throughout the festive 
season. We wish everyone all the best of the season, and hope you enjoy safe 
and happy celebrations. We look forward to being back again next year with the 
first of our 50th anniversary plans. 

Remember, you can stay in contact with us across the month through our website 
https://plirb.com or our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue and Facebook 
@PettLevelRescueBoat.
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On the Beach at Pett Level

Well, here we go on the run up to Christmas. 

First off, the Christmas Raffle board is now up and running at £1 a square. The Grand Draw will be on 
Saturday, 21st December.  The more squares bought the more prizes to be won!! 

WHAT’S ON AT THE CLUB: 

Live music/events for November/December: 

• Saturday 23rd Nov: Live Music – MICK MEPHAM, 8pm 
• Thurs/Fri 28th/29th Nov: Christmas Wreath & Table Centrepiece making 
• Saturday 30th Nov: CHRISTMAS TABLE SALE (12noon onwards) 
• Sunday 15th Dec: LIVE MUSIC: TBC (3PM) 
• Saturday 21st Dec: Grand Christmas Raffle Draw – draw at 8pm 
• Thurs 26th Dec: LIVE MUSIC – TBC (2.30pm – 5.30pm) 
• TUES 31ST DEC: NEW YEAR’S EVE with THE GEOFF BELLHOUSE BAND 

• (8PM UNTIL NEXT YEAR!!) 

Thursday 28th and Friday 29th November come and design your own Christmas Wreath or Table 
Centrepiece (both if you wish). This is £20 a head, and includes festive nibbles, a glass of mulled 
wine and mince pie. All natural materials will be provided. Please bring your own scissors and 
secateurs, container for table centrepiece and any Christmas décor or baubles, flowers or foliage of 
your own choice. Sessions are 12.30pm – 3pm and 6pm – 8.30pm. A deposit of £10 is required to 
secure your place. 

On Saturday, 8th December come on down to our Christmas Table Top Sale to find some special 
prezzies. Tables are available (£10 a table). 

The Club will be open for a couple of hours on Christmas Day, 12noon to 2pm so come and join us for 
a Christmas tipple. 

On Boxing Day, why not bring your left-over nibbles from the day before and make a party of it!! 

We finish 2019 with a New Year’s Eve party with The Geoff Bellhouse Band rocking and rolling us into 
2020. 

Our regular event dates for December: 

• Quiz Night: Monday evenings, 8pm start. Last quiz before Christmas 16th Dec 
• Happy Hours: Monday, Wednesday to Friday, 6pm to 7pm  
• Guest Ales: £2.50 a pint Monday to Friday plus lunchtimes and after 7pm 
• Free Pool: Every Weds evening (except 1st Jan), 6.30pm onwards 
• Bingo: Thursdays, 5th & 19th Dec, Eyes Down at 7.30pm 
• Fizzy Friday: Bottle of Prosecco £14. All day 
• Silly Saturday: House Double and Mixer £4. All day 

Burns Night is now in the planning stage so, as always, please keep an eye on our website 
www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk or Facebook Page for more details and lots more information about 
what is happening at the Club. This seems very early but, Merry Christmas to all our Members. 

The Committee    info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk       01424 812080
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NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB

Pett, Fairlight and 
Guestling  

Community  
Speed Watch 

We are looking for volunteers for 
Pett.  

If you can spare the odd hour and 
would like to help remind drivers to 

keep within the speed limit 
please contact Liz Green at:- 
liz.green139@hotmail.com

One boat managed to get out fishing on November 13th. The anglers reported that 
there are loads of small whiting in the Bay which kept them occupied for most of the 
trip. Nothing else of any consequence unless you count a small lesser spotted 
doggy and a spider crab. 

All of our competition dates have now gone except for our annual Christmas Beach 
Comp which will be held as usual at the Ten Foot Road near to the cafe at 
Winchelsea Beach. Fishing with be from 10am until 2pm an then back to the club 
for hot food and prizes. Usual rules will apply (measure and return). 

If anyone is prepared to brave the elements and take their boat to sea don't forget 
that the winch is being taken away in December for essential maintenance work 
and won't be returned until the beginning of March. Please ring me on 07752 
629581 or Mick on 07759 457926 for more information as to when it will be back in 
situ nearer the time. 

Well that's all for this edition, so as always, tight lines and stay safe. 
Pete Drew, Chairman
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PETT WI Report by Belinda Wood

What a busy year it's been again - our 
speakers included Emma Bell, who told 
us about the work of Safehaven 
Women in Hastings, which is one of the 
charities we support via our Pett WISPA 
(Pett Women's Institute Sanitary 
Protection Appeal) campaign. In March 
we welcomed Alison Mathias of 
AlisonWonderland Photography who 
explained and demonstrated how she 
creates her digital artistry as well as 
giving us top tips on taking photos and 
treated us to a pop-up photo studio!  In 
May local cake maker and decorator 
extraordinaire Trudy Smith from the 
Chain Lane Bakery Co. in Battle 
explained how her interest in all things 
cake expanded into a ful l t ime 
successful and gold-award winning 
home business with members learning 
some icing techniques.   Members 
received information and awareness 
f ro m o u r o w n S h a ro n S e l l e n s 
representing Rye & District Dementia 
Action Alliance and also committee 
member Sally Watson who gave a 
personal account of what is like to live 
with hearing loss.   In June we we 
decided to make the most of the 
summer months and had a visit to one 
of the gardens in Pett - beautiful 
Breanross - who open up in support of 
St Michael's Hospice -   where we were 
kindly given a private tour.  Then in July 
another change of venue as we met at 
Pett Beach Club and set off with the 
ever-popular Andy Dinsdale who led us 
on a beach-combing and cleaning 
exhibition returning back to the club for 
a bit of business and food and drink.  
Our August social this year was 
courtesy of our committee members 
Jane Sweaney and Sara Dann who 
generously opened up their lovely 
home and garden to us for a super 

summer social event with everyone 
bringing a plate of food along to help 
with the refreshments - making this the 
most deliciously-catered event of all 
year!


I n S e p t e m b e r w e h a d a v e r y 
motivational and inspirational speaker 
Fern Lulham (together with guide dog 
Nancy) as our guests.   Fern spoke 
about how she manages to lead a full 
and active life with severe sight 
impairment.   In October we thanked 
Clare Calcott-James for an interesting 
account into East Sussex's rich local 
bonfire history and her own work with 
Renegade Pyrotechnics.   Clare came 
along in full Hastings Bonfire Society 
costume and entertained us with a 
rowsing bonfire chant.   She then went 
on to talk about a recent traumatic road 
accident and how it had impacted on 
her own mental health and the practical 
things she did to help herself to aid her 
recovery.   Mental health has been one 
of this year's national WI resolutions.


Outings this year included a trip to 
stunning Leonardslee and also Fairlight 
Hall house and gardens which was 
kindly opened up to the East Sussex 
Federation of WI's to mark their 
centenary by way of an afternoon tea 
and entertainment.


Our fundraising continued with another 
Big Village Lunch where we were 
entertained by popular local singer and 
X-Factor boot camp finalist Sammy-
Lou Hallam raising funds for local 
organisations and our first ever Fitness 
Frolics event which raised funds for Rye 
& District Dementia Action Alliance.
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PETT WI Report

Outside of our usual meetings we saw 
the creation of a new and now very 
popular Book Club instigated by Dawn 
Osborne meeting at the Two Sawyers 
on a bi-monthly basis.   A reminder for 
Book Club members the Christmas 
meeting including supper, takes place 
on Monday 9th December at The Two 
Sawyers.


Going forward Jane Sweaney has 
started a Crafty Crochet Corner 
(possibly including other portable 
crafts including knitting, tapestry, 
n e e d l e w o r k e t c . ) o n t h e fi r s t 
Wednesday of the month (10-12) as 
part of the Coffee Morning events held 
at Pett Hall.   And bearing in mind that 
many of our members work either full 
or part time throughout the week we 
have ideas for a new once a month 
Saturday Social Club for 2020 with 
members being offered a variety of 
ways to remain connected outside our 
monthly meetings - ideas so far 
include brunch/lunch/afternoon teas, 
cinema, theatre and live music gigs - 
plus museum-mooching and more!


At the time of writing this report our 
Annual General Meeting is yet to take 
place at which we will have voted in 
the next committee who will begin 
planning next year's events and good 
causes.  We were also looking forward 
to a wine tasting from Peasmarsh-
b a s e d b i o d y n a m i c v i n e y a r d 
"Tillingham".


In December we will be getting  
together on Wednesday 11th for a 
Christmas Chilli and Cheer Party!   We 
have again been invited to provide 

refreshments for the popular Pett 
Christmas Pudding Dash in the form of 
bacon/sausage rolls and hot drinks at 
this annual run.  This will take place on 
Saturday 21st December (9am to 1pm) 
and is based at the village hall.   It’s a 
fun event and if you attend please be 
sure to come and say hello to the 
ladies with the WI aprons on!


Thanks to all the hard working 
committee members and our general 
membersh ip fo r the i r suppor t 
throughout 2019.     If you like the 
sound of what we are about we may 
have a few vacancies for new 
members going into 2020 so please 
do come along to our New Year's 
Bucks Fizz Brunch membership join-
up/renewal meeting on Saturday 18th 
January at 11am for brunch time treats 
and a fantastic warm welcome.   For 
details in advance please keep a look 
out on our Facebook page or email us 
a t 
pett_wi@outlook.co.uk<mailto:pett_wi
@outlook.co.uk>


A very Happy Christmas from all at 
Pett Women's Institute!


Belinda Wood

President
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

People sometimes talk about the “real meaning” of Christmas.  It always seems to me that each of us 
has our own way of thinking of Christmas and celebrating it.  Just in case you decide to celebrate with 
your friends in Pett and Pett Level (and/or like singing carols), here is a further reminder of the 
Christmas events:


1st Dec:    	 Advent Sunday service at Pett church            	 	 10.30am

8th Dec:    	 Toy service at Pett Church                               	 	 10.30am

14th Dec:   	 Christmas Cracker at Pett Village Hall             	 	 1pm -3pm

15th Dec:  	 Holy Communion at St. Nicholas, Pett Level   	 	 8.00am

15th Dec:   	 Carols by Candlelight at Pett Church               	 	 4.00pm

16th Dec:    	 Carol Singing round the village                     	 	 6.00pm (meet at Pett Church)  

19th Dec:    	 Carols at St. Nicholas, Pett Level                	 	 6.00pm

20th Dec:    	 Carols at Pickham Farm                              	 	 6.30pm

22nd Dec:  	 Holy Communion at Pett Church                   	 	 9.30am

24th Dec:    	 Christingle at Pett Church                             	 	 3.00pm

25th Dec:   	 CHRISTMAS DAY at Pett Church                    	 	 10.00am


CHURCH NEWS

Rectors Ruminations 

Something’s wrong! 
Something’s wrong about Christmas, 
because for a growing number of 
people Christmas is a burden, a time to 
dread rather than enjoy. A time of 
a d d e d p re s s u re i n a n a l re a d y 
pressurised life. 


Charities such as ‘Crisis at Christmas’ 
and the ‘Samaritans’ do a wonderful 
work but too many people are 
struggling with guilt, debt, worry, fear 
a n d l o n e l i n e s s . F o r t h e m 
commercialism has turned Christmas 
into a struggle instead of a joy.


I t was not God’s intention that 
Christmas should be a burden. He gave 
us the gift of a Saviour. His message is 
that despite all our faults and failings, 
He loves us so much He gave us His 
only Son, so that anyone who believes 
and trusts in Him should not perish but 

have everlasting life. That’s why we 
should celebrate Christmas.


God wants us to know that He loves us 
unconditionally and we are precious to 
Him. He wants us to know that we 
matter and our lives are not a waste, or 
futile. He wants us to know that with 
Him we have a future beyond this life 
that is pure, perfect and permanent. He 
also wants us to know that whatever 
problems or fears we face, He will be 
with us. He will not only share the load, 
He will help us carry it. Isn’t that good 
news?


So this Christmas, don’t miss the 
opportunity to draw close to God and 
take in the Christmas story once again 
and as you do so, remember that Jesus 
came because He loves you. He is 
willing to walk with you through life, to 
be your friend, your guide and your 
Saviour, so that you may be at peace in 
this world and at peace with Him 
forever.
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Church News

CHRISTMAS CRACKER  
 Saturday 14th December 1pm to 3pm 

Another overheard Pett conversation: 
A:  Those posters:  what’s Christmas Cracker then?


Z:  It’s just their usual Christmas Fair with a new name, I think, but I s’pose it might 
be a bit different.  Why don’t we go along and find out?  It’s at the Village Hall and 
there’s no entry charge. 

A: But what’s the point?  I’m cutting down on Christmas this year…what with Brexit 
an’ all.    

Z:  Well, I can’t see Brexit making any difference to the Pett Christmas Cracker.  
What it will be is something cheerful just after the election which I’m sure won’t be a 
barrel of laughs.  At least we can have a nice hot coffee or tea and a large slice of 
cake.  We can sit and have a moan about them scruffy politicians with their shrieky 
voices! 

A:  I do quite like raffles and I like that cracker game .  We could have a go at that.  
You could always bring your grandchildren…I know they are doing Guess the 
number of sweets in the jar.


Z:  And there are quite a few stalls where you might pick up a bargain.  There’ll be 
that homemade chutney.   And you can always buy a cake and your family will think 
you’ve made it. 

Note from eavesdropper: 
Crackers were invented by Tom Smith in 1847.  He used to sell in paper twists 
sweets which he called bon-bons.  They weren’t selling all that well and so he 
added a message to each twist.  That went down a treat and then he was 
sitting by the fire one night and heard a piece of firewood crackle and he 
decided to add that.  The method of making a crackle sound was a bit bulky 
for the paper twists and so he put the whole thing in a cardboard roll and then 
covered it with coloured paper.  Tom Smith’s son Walter added trinkets instead 
of sweets and also paper hats. 

Do think about contributing a raffle prize or cake or anything else.  All contributions 
will be gratefully received!  This event is in aid of church funds needed for the 
building work. 


Angela Hawksley 
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Church News

Remembrance Sunday 
It was heartening to welcome so many people to the service of Remembrance 
Sunday and it was encouraging to have such a great team helping to make the 
service go smoothly and to time.


Readers:  	 	 	 Philippa and David

Prayers:	  	 	 Angela

Roll of Honour: 	 	 Alexander

Sidesman and radio: 	 Mike and Jan

Organist: 	 	 	 Gill

Flowers: 	 	 	 Kath and Val

Sheila and her team for cleaning the church.

The Heating Engineer! And everyone who came. Thank you!

A donation has been sent to the British Legion.


It was also a pleasure and privilege to go to Guestling School on Monday morning 
(Remembrance Day) to share a special assembly with the pupils. Some of Year 6 
played a special part in the service and, as always, the pupils responded to the Last 
Post and two minutes silence.


Meriel Deasy, Lay Reader
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Library Notes 
We are having something of a crafting 
moment at the Community Library.

Crochet Corner has started! Overseen by 
Jane Sweaney, this has grown out of the WI 
project to make bed runners for the elderly 
care ward at The Conquest. If you have 
always wanted to learn to crochet, would 
like to bring your knitting while you natter or 
simply need a reason to come along to the 
coffee morning, then come and find 
Crochet Corner. No materials required, as 
Jane has hooks to lend and yarn to help 
you get going.


AND, for one session only, Jenny is going 
to be with us in December to help you to 
make a basic willow WREATH BASE for you 
to decorate at home. We will supply the 
willow. If you have any spare foliage, please 
bring it along on the day. There is no 
charge, but a donation to Village Hall funds 
would be appreciated.


Currently, we have a wide selection of 
books to back up this flurry of crafting, 
embracing knitting ('anyone can'), crochet, 
patchwork, paper craft, beading ('easier 
then it looks, even for a novice') and 
quilting (An Encyclopedia).


However, if you are looking for a complete 
antidote to Christmas and crafting, then we 
have a tremendous selection of crime 
fiction and thrillers from authors such as 
Lee Child, James Patterson, Sara Peretsky, 
Andy McNab, Stephen King, John Grisham 
and Felix Francis. He is the younger son of 
Dick Francis and has taken over his father's 
detective story franchise and we currently 
hold his 11th novel, Triple Crown.


Welcome to the Community Library at the 
next Village Coffee Morning, 10.00 - 12 
noon, 4th December. All profits go to the 
Village Hall.


Anne, Anna, Vivien


Pett Flower Show & Fayre Saturday 26 July 2020 

After much discussion ,the committee has taken the decision to 
hold the 2020 show at Pett Village Hall.


The move has been prompted by the challenge the British weather 
has given us in recent years, which has put pressure on the show’s 
financial position.


Staging the show at the Village Hall has often been suggested in the past and the 
committee sees this move as very much a trial.


The committee does not intend to downsize the show, wishing to retain all of the 
traditional elements within the Hall and the surrounding area. So that we can do this, 
kind permission has been given for the use of the field behind the hall for parking and 
for some attractions.


The Committee sincerely hope that all our supporters will understand the reasons 
behind the change of venue. We realise that some will be less keen for this, but we 
want to reassure everyone that the essence of the show – bringing the village 
together for some light hearted competition – will continue to be the heart of the 
afternoon.


Philippa M Strickland
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY

We’ve had a couple of moths in the 
garden recently.  Actually, we have 
probably had hundreds, we just haven’t 
seen most of them.  The two that I’m 
talking about weren’t attracted by the 
moth trap, which we haven’t actually 
used recently, but were discovered in 
full daylight.   The first was a moth 
found early in the morning apparently 
lifeless, balanced on the door mirror of 
the car.  A gentle prod made it slide off 
the mirror, but some instinct made it put 
out a leg and cling to a tiny ledge at the 
base of the mirror.  Thus suspended it 
was easy to lift from the mirror and 
once on the warmth of the hand it 
spread the rest of its legs with just the 
sort of grumpy shrug you may expect 
from disturbing a teenager before 
midday.  Once photographed it was 
transferred to a more natural and 
secure location to continue its sleep.  


The moth in question was a ‘Merveille 
du Jour’ which even with my limited 
French vocabulary I could translate as 
‘Wonder of the Day’.  It is a very pretty 
and bright green moth that helps give 
the lie to the idea that 
most moths are dull 
because they only fly 
at night.  The Merveille 
du Jour does fly at 
night especial ly in 
S e p t e m b e r a n d 
October and we have 
seen several in the 
moth trap.  This makes 
me wonder then, why 
is the moth so called 
when there are plenty 
of moths that do fly 
during the day with 
nothing in their name 

to suggest a daytime habit?


The second moth that we saw does 
have a daytime habit and is marvelled 
at by many when it is seen – the 
humming-bird hawkmoth.  Both moths 
were seen in the first week of 
November – the humming-bird hawk-
moth on one of the rare sunny days.  It 
flew up onto the wall of the house in full 
sunshine and basked there for an hour 
or more.  When the heat from the sun 
faded it flew onto the last few flowers of 
the verbena for a quick snack before 
flying off.  


Humming-bird Hawkmoths have been 
hibernating and breeding in the south-
west of the country for a number of 
years now and we found one a couple 
of years ago hibernating in our carport 
which suggests that their breeding 
range is spreading northwards and 
eastwards.  The behaviour of this most 
recent one suggests that it may be 
doing the same.  The one essential 
component for breeding is the food 
plant of the caterpillars which is lady’s 
or heath bedstraw which we don’t yet 

Picture: Humming-Bird Hawkmoth                                /Continued on page 29
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NATURE NOTES (continued from page 27)

The adult moths with their long 
proboscis feed only on nectar and they 
favour plants that have a deep nectary 
such as lavender, verbena, and in our 
garden at least, blackcurrant sage 
(Salvia microphylla var. microphylla) that 
has a long flowering period and plenty 
of nectar.  I found an interesting article 
recently about humming-bird hawk-
moths dying in Bulgaria.  They were 
feeding on an introduced plant (from 
America) called white evening-primrose.  
This is also known as pink ladies, or 
pink evening-primrose – Oenothera 
speciosa.  Apparently glandular hairs 
inside the nectar tube corresponded 
with grooves in the proboscis in such a 
way that the insect is not able to 
withdraw its tongue.  The insect then 
exhausts itself trying to escape and 
eventually dies.  So if you are thinking 

of p lant ing any whi te evening-
primroses, then please don’t – insects 
are having a hard enough time as it is.  
(I have just discovered that blackcurrant 
sage is also an import from Central and 
South America.  Luckily, the moth has 
no trouble taking nectar from it.)


We are on holiday in the Canary Islands 
at the moment getting used to a 
different set of wildlife.  There are plenty 
of familiar species though – the crow 
family is well represented with choughs 
and ravens and we have seen a lot of 
painted lady butterflies – they really do 
get everywhere.


As always, this column can be found at 
www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will 
have photos of at least the moths 
mentioned above.
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Blackcap by Michael 
Blencowe of the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust 
Home for Christmas 

Sussex is no place for a warbler in 
winter. As daylight, temperature and 
their insect food dwindles, blackcaps, 
whitethroats, chiffchaffs, reed, sedge 
and willow warblers all evacuate 
England. Each September their fragile, 
feathered bodies fly to Spain and sub-
Saharan Africa on the promise of 
warmth, food and, ultimately, life. So 
finding a blackcap swinging on your 
bird-feeder in December will be as 
unlikely as seeing Santa at a 
midsummer barbeque. But at Christmas 
miracles can happen.

 

Blackcaps return to England in April. 
Cuckoos and chiffchaffs, also early 
migrants, broadcast their arrival with 
their monotonous two-note tune but the 
blackcap lets loose a rich, full-throated, 
joyous warble; a defiant announcement 
that he's cheated death for another 
winter. 


This colourful song comes from a 
colourless bird, yet there’s something 
stylish and continental about the 
blackcap’s appearance. Their two-tone 
grey suit and black beret pulled over 
dark eyes make them look like some 
Parisian beatnik. You’d expect to catch 
one sat in a willow smoking Gauloises 
and muttering about Sartre. The female 
bird’s beret is a rich chestnut brown; 
hardly qualifying her to use the name 
blackcap at all. 

 

The laws of nature clearly state that all 
European blackcaps must migrate 
south for the winter. But in the sixties a 

small gang of nonconformist blackcaps 
in Germany started a revolution. They 
headed south-west instead of south, 
ending up in England. Mother Nature is 
not kind to those who disobey her rules 
and this suicide squad was surely 
sentenced to a frozen death in our 
frosty winter. But instead they found a 
new England. A land of mild winters, 
ornamental berry bushes and kind 
people who hung balls of fat in their 
gardens. They didn’t freeze and starve. 
They survived. 

 

Not only that; the following spring’s 
short flight home to Germany meant 
they arrived ahead of their law-abiding 
neighbours, who were still struggling 
back from their long-haul holiday. The 
returning rebels were able to claim the 
best territories and produce larger 
families. They raised more 
revolutionaries who returned to England 
each winter. Now a small population of 
blackcaps make our gardens their 
winter home; exotic apparitions of 
summer amongst the robins and frost. 
They’ll be gone again by the time 'our' 
British blackcaps return, exhausted and 
oblivious, in April. 

 

Animal migration is amazing. Each year 
across Europe millions of perilous 
journeys are undertaken as birds, bats, 
butterflies and other wildlife flee hostile 
conditions. Each year we as our own 
species have been forced to make 
dangerous migrations to survive. The 
paths of refugees and migrating birds 
will cross as both are forced on journeys 
over the same treacherous mountains 
and seas. Let’s hope they all find 
someplace safe this Christmas.
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The 3rd page of Martin King’s article on the memorials and medals of WW1 was omitted 
from the November issue of the magazine and is duly printed below.
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PETT VILLAGE ART CLASS 
WATERCOLOUR FOR ALL 

Starts 8th January 2020 
Tutor: Judy Sillem 
Tel: 01424 256212 
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