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Dear Readers 
 
With the onset of autumn we once again welcome our big autumn events, and especially the 
68th Harvest Home, in aid of our local lifeboats, and the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 
 
The nights are drawing in, and so you may be concerned about your security. If so, why not 
come to the next parish council meeting at the start of which is a presentation on 
Neighbourhood Watch? 
 
After many months of planning the Archive Resource Centre (ARC) for Fairlight, Pett and 
Guestling is being established and moving into the village hall. There will be an exhibition in 
the village hall on the 12th October where you will be able to discover how ARC will operate 
and how you can get involved in the history of our area. 
 
We currently use plastic bags in which we put bundles of magazines to deliver to our 
magnificent team of distributors. Over the coming months we will be introducing reusable bags. 
We would be interested to know what small steps you and your families may be taking to help 
the environment. Let us know and share with others. 
  
And finally I would like to thank Harry (aged 5) and Guestling Bradshaw CE Primary School 
for the cover of our Autumn edition. I am hoping that later this year we will be able to hold an 
exhibition of all the contributions to our seasonal front covers. 

Best wishes 
 
THE NEWS TEAM ARE 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 
Sarah Adams, Deputy Editor & Distribution, 01424 812323 
John Case, Assistant Editor, 01424 812224 
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we 
offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPYmust be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something handwritten 
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and 
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, 
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole 
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither 
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise 
indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements 
and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither 
the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication. 
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Dear Editor 
TIC TOC 

 
I very much want to apologize for my comments about a local business (which I now realize 
could fairly easily be identified as Tic Toc) in last month’s magazine.  The focus of what I wrote 
was to thank the three businesses which had given raffle prizes to the Church Flower Festival 
but, unfortunately, I went on to comment about the business that had not done so.  By doing that 
I caused unnecessary upset to the owner and manager of Tic Toc and, perhaps more importantly, 
misled the magazine readers and potential Tic Toc customers. 
 
My initial mistake was to go into the café to ask for a prize when they were extremely busy and 
so the reply I got was hurried and, I think, misunderstood by me.  
 
I have since discovered that Tic Toc willingly and gladly supports a huge number of local 
charities with vouchers and other raffle prizes and has done so since the café and hairdressers 
opened.  Tic Toc has been built up as a small business where people can enjoy pleasant and happy 
times being pampered as well as eating delicious cakes and scones and it is full of gift ideas too.  
In addition, Tic Toc is a very generous contributor to charities and community activities.  
 
Tic Toc is a valuable village asset and we are fortunate that it is here.  When I am not weight 
watching I very much enjoy going there! 

Yours sincerely and apologetically, 
Angela Hawksley 

 
 

 

PETT VILLAGE ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION 

If you want any more information, or can help to organise this, then 
please contact a committee member 

 

ANNUAL 
BARBEQUE 

 

Sunday 1st September at 1pm 

 

PLOTHOLDERS, FAMILIES AND 
FRIENDS ARE WELCOME 

 

PLEASE BRING FOOD AND DRINK 
TO SHARE WITH OTHERS 

(We have use of two barbeques but more 
could be useful. Bring your plates, 

glasses & cutlery.  Extra seats and tables 
welcome.) 

 

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Winners for July  are 

1st Val Gill 

2nd Pat Dean 

3rd Chris Taylor 
 

 

 

Draw Date 7th Aug 2019 
 

 

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693 

5



VILLAGE DIARY 
 
Mon 9.30am Flowerpots Toddlers Group VH Weekly 
Mon 6.30pm Pilates VH Weekly 
Mon 7.00pm Village Hall Committee; 1st Monday 

of alternative months 
VH 2nd September  

Mon 7.30pm Village Voices MC Weekly 
Tue 10.30am POPP VH Weekly 
Tue 5.00pm Yoga VH Weekly 
Tue 5.30pm Weight Watchers VH Weekly 
Tue 7.00pm The Club (youth club) CF Weekly 
Tue 7.15pm Pole Dancing VH Weekly 
Tue 7.30pm Pett Parish Council; 3rd Tuesday of 

alternative months 
VH 17th September 

Wed 7.00pm Dance for Fitness VH Weekly 
Wed 9.30am Badminton (members only) VH Weekly 
Wed 10.00am Village Coffee Morning & 

Community Library; 1st Wednesday 
of the month 

VH 2nd September 

Tue 7.30pm Gardening Club VH 10th September; Talk on 
meadows & wildflowers 

Wed 7.30pm Pett Women’s Institute; 3rd 
Wednesday of the month 

VH 18th September; Fern Lulham  

Thu 9.30am Yoga VH Weekly 
Thu 3pm & 

7pm 
Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr) VH Weekly 

Thu 3.45pm ‘Busyart’ art/craft club CF Weekly 
Fri 9.30am Badminton (members only) VH Weekly 
Fri 2pm Tai Chi VH Weekly 
Sun 9.30am POP-OP YOGA WORKSHOP VH 22nd September 

VH Village Hall; MC Methodist Chapel; CF Clubhouse, Fairlight Rec 
Every effort is made to keep this is diary up to date, but we are not always told of changes. If 

unsure you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates. 
 
CHURCH SERVICES (all at St Mary & St Peter, Pett unless stated otherwise) 
Sept 1st     9:30am Holy Communion (Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy) 
Sept 8th      9:30am Morning Worship, Education Sunday (Meriel Deasy) 
Sept 15th  8:00am BCP Holy Communion, St Nicholas Pett Level (Kay Burnett) 
Sept 19th 2:30pm Meditation, St Nicholas Pett Level (Kay Burnett 
Sept 22nd      9:30am Holy Communion (Richard Barron) 
Sept 29th      9:30am Holy Communion (Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy) 
 

THE POST OFFICE is open between 12.30 to 3pm on Monday & Thursday at the 
Methodist Chapel. You can also buy postage stamps from Phil the Butcher. 
-------------   CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS – check before you go  -------------       
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Dear Editor 
 

FLOWER SHOW; SATURDAY 27JULY 2019 
 
 
Two years ago, the Flower Show suffered heavy rain and last year it was high 
winds. After such experience, this year looked promising with its long hot spell, so, after what 
was recorded at the hottest day in the year (or even since records began), was it fair that on the 
morning of the Flower Show the heavens opened?  During the set-up, the valiant (and very wet) 
team worked hard to get everything in place, while entrants to the show sloshed through rainwater 
at the entrance to the marquee to place their entries. 
 
Nevertheless, what a brilliant display was achieved, with a record number of entries for the 
classes! All were arranged in the newly shaped marquee, which worked very well with, the tea 
tent welcoming at one end. As the day progressed, the weather improved, folks flocked to the 
Recreation Ground to enjoy the familiar attractions. Crockery was smashed, bottles were won, 
many cups of tea – and stronger beverages – were consumed. Although the band braved the 
weather to play “Sussex by the Sea” to match the theme of the day, several of our additional stalls 
were unable to attend because of the conditions, leaving gaps on the site. 
 
A list of prize winners is provided on page 35. 
 
There are many people to thank for making the day a success: the volunteers manning the stalls 
and refreshments; our car-park attendants; the donators of cakes, tombola and raffle prizes; our 
sponsors; the great after-show clear-up team; and the judges and stewards .We hope everyone 
has received a personal thank-you. Please forgive us if you were overlooked. 
 
Finally, I give my thanks to the members of the committee, who work so hard throughout the 
year to bring the whole day together. You are a great team. 
 
We welcome suggestions for a theme for 2020.       

Philippa M Strickland 
Chairman Pett and District Horticultural Society 

Dear Editor 
CHURCH NOTICEBOARDS 

 
The posh new noticeboards on the Church gateposts were made by Alan Butler and paid for by a 
parishioner who wishes to remain anonymous. 
 
The mouse was made by the late Eric Newton and was originally part of the old gate to the 
churchyard twitten. Eric did a tremendous amount for the parish. He made, mended and when 
necessary replaced all the footpath gates and styles entirely at his own expense. He signed his 
work with a mouse and sometimes also with a star. 
 
We hope that the ‘rescued’ mouse on the new noticeboard will serve as a memorial to him. 
 

Yours sincerely 
Avril Thurley 
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Pett Village Hall 

Friday 27th September 2019 
  

10 am ~ 1 pm 
 

Petts biggest coffee morning for Macmillan 
 

Many stalls to include 
cakes, plants, jewellery, pick a bottle 

tombola, books,  
previously loved  items you cannot live without (junk) 

and many more I cannot remember 
 

Please do come and support Jo and her team, 
your attendance makes all the difference to cancer sufferers 

 
 

If you can make a cake, have any spare books, plants  
or anything that can be sold to help raise funds,  

please let Jo know on 01424 814829 
or deliver them to Wayside, Pett Road, opposite 1-6 Rectory Park  

 
Oh, and of course, do come for coffee ~ its what it’s all 

about 
 

See you there x 
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Welcome to The ARC! 
 
A new venture is starting up locally - a 
permanent archive for Fairlight, Pett and 
Guestling, with interest already expressed by 
the three Parish Councils.  
 
The ARC (Archive Resource Centre) will 
provide a secure home for the safekeeping of 
local archives, family records and artefacts. 
Housed in Pett Village Hall, it will be accessible 
to subscribers – individuals and local history 
groups, etc - where these materials can be 
explored and researched, either in person by 
appointment or at home online. 
 
Family history records are ephemeral; how 
many documents, photos and letters that could 
illuminate the past have been lost! Through 
house clearances, emigration, family break ups 
or just the sheer passage of time.  
 
Besides, our natural and built environments are 
subject to relentless change. Knowledge of 
what our villages and our landscape were like 
in the past helps us to understand and identify 
the aspects we wish to see preserved today. 
 
The ARC is local and accessible.  People can 
be confident that their precious family photos 
and other resources will be safely preserved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are grateful to those who have already 
passed their materials to the ARC.  
 
Particular thanks go to Ray Taylor and Beryl 
Goodman for their respective donations of John 
Taylor’s and John Goodman’s historical files.  
 
If you have old family photos, postcard 
collections or other local records perhaps 
languishing in the attic we would love to hear 
from you! See more about The ARC in next 
month’s issue, including details about how you 
can join. 
 
But for now, to find out more or just register 
your interest, please contact the ARC 
Treasurer, David, on 812964, email 
davidbreakell@gmail.com. 
 

Diary date: 12th October - Exhibition at Pett 
Village Hall, ‘Welcome to The ARC!’ 
 
Meantime, I leave you with a puzzle 
Where is this? ↓ 
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THE FRIENDS OF PETT CHURCH 
 
Who are they? 
A number of people from Pett and surroundings (and a few from further 
afield) who care about the future of the church building and want to help with 
its upkeep.  Some of them are regular churchgoers, others are occasional 
churchgoers and a large number are neither.   
 
Our village of Pett should be grateful to all of them.  The church building is 
150 years old and needs constant maintenance.   
 
Why bother at all with the church building?   
It could be argued that the dwindling and ageing congregation can worship God elsewhere; 
marriages and funerals can take place elsewhere. 
BUT the steeple which can be seen from a long way off and the rest of the building provides a 
central focus to the village and provides with its churchyard a welcome place of peace in this 
busy world. 
 
Also, the building can be used for concerts and other activities and, if we can obtain funding for 
toilets and a kitchenette, this use can expand. 
 
How do the Friends raise money?  

• By paying an annual subscription to belong to the Friends.  This year that raised £1510. 
• By the annual Jumble Sale:  this year the Friends’ share of the proceeds was £400.  (The 

other half went to the Flower Show). 
• By the Maytime Medley concert which raised £334.  

(The Flower Festival is a church fundraiser rather than a Friends’ project.)  
 
What happens to the money raised by the Friends? 
It goes into the Fabric Fund held by the Pett Parochial Church Council.  This fund is restricted to 
use for the fabric of the church building.  The Friends Committee can express their views on how 
the money should be spent but the final decision is made by the PCC. The Fabric Fund at the 
moment holds the sum of £14653.   
 
The current project is, of course, the repair of the steeple.  The most recent invoice from EB 
Sculpture who are carrying out the work is in sum of £14889 which is about £2000 more than we 
were expecting and so this figure will be queried.  £5527 has already been spent on the steeple 
work including architect’s and surveyor’s fees.  Any shortfall in the Fabric Fund be made up by 
the General Fund. 
 
Tell us about progress on the steeple? 
EB Sculpture are carrying out the work which started last year.  They were chosen over two other 
builders.  There is a detailed schedule of works.  
 
The stonework is in a poor state, partly through weathering and partly because cement –based 
mortar has been wrongly used for repairs in the past.  The first stage of the work has been  
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completed and paid for.  We are pressing EB Sculpture to complete the work and we will let 
everyone know when they do.  The scaffolding should be very soon reinstated. 
 
Are there any other major fabric expenses anticipated soon? 
Every five years the Church of England requires us to have an inspection carried out by an 
architect approved by the Diocese and he lists urgent work which must be carried out as soon as 
possible and also less urgent work which is needed.  It is a bit like having a car MOT.  There are 
always unexpected requirements.  2019 is our year for a Quinquennial Inspection which in itself 
will have to be paid for and then there will be the required work on top of that. 
 
What other building works have the Friends contributed to? 
There are a large number of items over the years.  The largest sums in the years since 2016 have 
been the windows repair costing £13000; stained glass window repair £760; replacing timber 
flooring and hatch in top lift of steeple. 

 
SO, to all Friends of Pett Church very many heartfelt thanks and please do ask if you wish to find 
out any further details. 

 
Could I add that any fundraising ideas will be welcomed! 
 

Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden 
07976 389635 

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com 
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN with the little rascals 
 
I love a rascal and these are delicious with a cup of tea. Fat Rascals are neither a 
bun, nor scone but more like a rock cake in a hard place. They are best served warm 
from the oven.  You can serve them alone or with lashings of butter.  They can be 
frozen and re-heated in a low oven.  Nevertheless, good to have as a standby for 
unexpected guests. 
 
Makes 8 Fat Rascals 
 
280g (10 oz) self raising flour, sifted  
1 pinch salt  
1 pinch mixed spice or ground nutmeg  
110g (4 oz) cold butter, cubed  
110g (4 oz) golden caster sugar  
140g (5 oz ) mixed dried fruit  
150ml (5 fl oz) double cream  
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice  
1 egg, lightly beaten  
8 glace cherries  
24 blanched whole almonds 
 
Pre-heat oven to 200c/400f/Gas 6.  Line a baking sheet with parchment paper. 
 
In a mixing bowl, combine the flour, salt and mixed spice, or nutmeg and mix.  Add 
the cold cubed butter and mix with your fingertips until the mixture resembles 
breadcrumbs. Stir in the sugar and dried fruit (not cherries) 
 
Pour cream into a separate bow and add the lemon juice. Stir 3 x times, it’ll thicken 
immediately so don’t over stir.  Now add the cream and lightly beaten egg to the 
other ingredients and fold in with a wood spoon or spatula until it forms a soft 
dough and then with your hands, bring it together to form a sticky ball. 
 
Use floured hands and divide the dough into 8 balls and place them on the prepared 
baking sheet allowing plenty of space in between each one.  Place 1 cherry (chopped 
in half to resemble eyes) and 3 blanched almonds for the teeth per Rascal. 
 
Bake in pre-heated oven for 22 minutes or until risen and golden brown.  Serve 
warm. 

Su Fleigh 
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PETT WI 
 
Thanks to Pett News for making us cover girls last month!  OK 
albeit back-cover and it wasn’t actually any of us in the flesh so 
to speak (!) but we were nonetheless absolutely delighted to see 
our Dawn Timmins’ splendid Pett WI icon painting recreated 
there! 
   
Our July meeting saw us gathering away from the Village Hall for a change and took us instead 
to the New Beach Club at Pett Level where we met up with local marine environmentalist Andy 
Dinsdale (founder of the Strandliners Community Interest Company).  Andy led almost 40 of us 
on a mini-beachcombing/cleaning session.  Andy explained about the marine debris some of 
which travels thousands of miles across our oceans and talked about the litter, searches for nurdles 
and biobeads among the microplastic and all the strange things that can be found on our 
strandlines.  After this we returned to the Beach Club for some tasty refreshments during which 
we had a bit of business and time for a social too.  Grateful thanks to Natalie and all at the club 
for making us so welcome!  
 
Thanks so much to all members who helped at/attended this year’s Pett Flower Show and Fayre.  
It was heartening to see it supported by so many stalwart locals and visitors despite the dismal 
weather.  Well done to our own Philipa Strickland and her team for working so hard to put on 
this popular community event.  
 
A few years ago we were involved with a community project to aid the dementia patients of the 
MacDonald Ward at the Conquest Hospital when members helped produce “Twiddle Muffs”.  
We were delighted to have been contacted by the ward matron again to see if we could help them 
with a new appeal to make bed runners by way of knitting/crocheting etc.  MacDonald ward is a 
frailty ward and many of the patients are 75 years and over.  Within this group of patients many 
suffer with a cognitive impairment and so help with orientation, and to make the ward look less 
medical and to reduce patient falls the idea is to make patients bed spaces as individual as possible 
for them.  Bed runners (also called bed scarves) can be draped over the end of the beds so that 
the bed spaces become more familiar.  The patient would then take these home with them.  We 
are hoping to encourage local individuals and community groups to take part as well of course as 
our own members.  If you are interested in knowing more about how to get involved, please 
Hilary Dymott at hldymott@gmail.com who is helping to coordinate this project and she will be 
happy to tell you more about what’s needed.  
 
As mentioned last month members of our EAT (Events Action Team) are currently busy putting 
together our next major event which is a health and well-being day to be held on Saturday 30 
November.   Funds raised will go to the Rye & District Dementia Action Alliance.  So far classes 
will include belly dancing, Tai Chi, Tomboogie, dancing, Pilates with taster sessions of Reiki 
and Indian head massage.   More details nearer the time but we do hope to see you there for what 
promises to be a great day and something to help us unwind as we prepare ourselves for the busy 
Christmas period!  (Yikes I said the word sorry!!)  
 
Our recently established Book Club continues to thrive under the guidance of member Dawn 
Osborne.  If other members wish to start off any club events themselves be it a supper,  
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theatre/cinema or a particular craft remember like Dawn you don’t need to be a committee 
member to do this – just enthusiastic and happy to organise and coordinate outside of our regular 
monthly meetings.  Contact myself or Jane if you think you’d like to propose something.  Cake 
Club anyone?!   
 
Finally for our next meeting, which starts at 7.30pm on Wednesday 18 September, we have 
secured a very popular on the WI-circuit speaker (she’s even won awards for it) by the name of 
Fern Lulham (fernlulham.com) who lives close by in Hastings.  Prepare to get motivated and also 
fall in love with her guide dog, Nancy.  A perfect opportunity for you meet us, receive a warm 
welcome and join our friendly group – we’ll be cracking open the fizz too to mark a special event 
– and there will be cake (of course!!)   Contact us at pettwi@outlook.com or our social media 
pages or just come along – we’d absolutely love to have you join our local WI!      
 

Belinda Wood, President, Pett WI  
 

Pett WI usually meet the third Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm at Pett Village Hall. 
 
 
 
 

 
For the past year our minister Rev Ian Pruden has been very poorly. Sadly he has now resigned 
from the post here in Hastings, Bexhill & Rye circuit. He was responsible for four churches, ours 
at Pett, Rye, St Helen’s in Ore and Calvert Methodist Church in Hastings as well as being 
Superintendent for all our churches in the circuit. This means that at present we are sharing two 
ministers for the twelve churches and two Methodist Homes for the Aged, but that will become 
only one in September, when another retires! Fortunately the Methodist Church has always 
involved lay people and we have several local preachers and worship leaders, and we have some 
wonderful helpers in some vicars and ministers coming along on occasion from other 
denominations. Very ecumenical! We think we will not get anybody else for another year. Tough!  
At Pett, this is challenging for us but we are continuing to be ‘church’ and all that means.  
 
In July we went down to the Pett Level Rescue Boat for Sea Sunday that Meriel from the Parish 
Church and us from Pett Methodist do together, and Guestling School Choir came along as well. 
It nearly rained on us but not for long! 
 
We now have a big project on the go to put ‘Joseph & His Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’ 
on with as many children as we can gather from the area. Look out for the posters. Book 7th 
September at Pett Village Hall into your diaries. 

Wendy Hatch 
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GARDENING CLUB – SANDY ANDREWS 
 
August 14 and horizontal rain blown on an unrelenting wind greeted a 
resolute group of the Garden Club, assembling at Rye Harbour for a guided 
tour of the nature reserve, making it feel more like autumn than summer. 
It is some years now since the remaining farmland here was acquired, the 
top soil scraped back to the shingle underneath and channels dug to allow 
inundation at high tide. The site is now one of the most important conservation areas in Britain 
and we are lucky enough to have it on our doorstep. Even the poor weather could not diminish 
the beauty of the place.  
 
A measure of its importance and success is the new discovery centre being built, with 
accessibility at the heart of its design. The floor level is at waist height to avoid the floods that 
occur sometimes at spring tides, when the marsh fills with water and looks like a wide estuary. 
Inside it will be all on one level with spectacular views across the reserve. Accessibility is 
important to the way the entire reserve is being developed and walkers cyclists bird watchers and 
dog owners are all accommodated. There are fenced-off grassland areas outside, in which groups 
can look for wildlife and sit on log circles for storytelling. Treasure hunts are held on the beach.  
 
Good drainage is necessary to the development of the saltmarsh, and wildlife enjoys the dry 
periods during ebb tides. Despite having no chicks this year, due to the cold spring and to 
predation, Avocets have been so successful in previous seasons that they have now outgrown the 
available habitat and work is underway to increase this. However predation does play an 
important role in the reserve. Ravens are doing very well and are nesting in Camber Castle, on 
the cliffs at Fairlight and at Dungeness. There are forty-six pairs of nesting Oyster Catchers. A 
flock of Knot had just flown in from Greenland to join other birds that use the reserve as a staging 
post on their way to Africa. Altogether there are one hundred species of birds here and some of 
them are rare to Sussex.  
  
The upper salt marsh is at the boundary between land which is regularly flooded and land which 
may flood once in every five years. Here a host of plants grow, some of them rare, including wild 
parsnip, artemesia and sea wormwood. Marsh samphire grows in the lower marsh which floods 
at every tide. A new plant, sea lavender ‘Rottingdean’ a native of Sicily, was probably 
deliberately planted and is now invasive, displacing the rarer sea heath. But it is good for insects! 
An illustration of the dilemmas facing conservationists. Similarly, invasive species such as 
bramble and sea buckthorn have to be controlled. Thanks to Barry Yates for his engaging and 
informative walk.  
    
Afterwards we all went to the New Beach Club for an excellent fish and chip supper. 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday September 10 at the village hall when John Feltwell will talk about 
meadows and wildflowers. 
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MY GARDEN BLOG– GILL PLANK 
 
At last there have been butterflies! Chris Packham has asked us to do a 
butterfly count – especially Painted Ladies which were rumoured to be 
coming in their millions from Africa. Why and how they fly 700 miles to 
come to our part of the world is still a wonder to me. Of course, the swallows, 
swifts and house martins do that, but they come to nest and feed their young 
on flies and, I am sure, some of the many flying ants we have had this year. 
Anyway, Painted Lady butterflies cannot survive our winters so the eggs that 
are laid in May/June become butterflies in September/October and then die when the winter 
comes! It does seem to be rather a waste of time and energy. In the meantime they feed on nectar 
from our summer flowers – especially buddleia and I have counted up to 4 on mine at any one 
time. I have also had peacock, red admiral, assorted white and meadow browns plus a little 
brilliant blue one. It is lovely watching these fragile creatures and marvel at what they are able 
to achieve in a lifetime. I keep a nettle patch for the peacock butterflies and try to tolerate the 
cabbage whites.  
 
Sadly the white buddleia died in the spring but I have recently acquired a little yellow buddleia 
which the bumble bees love (they also love my new lavender bushes which should be well grown 
next year). A second purple one is quite close to the back door and its growth was obscuring the 
view of the garden, bird feeders etc. I pruned it severely back in June but it is now covered in 
blooms. During the prune my neighbour took half a dozen cuttings and stuck them down the 
garden in a patch where a shrub had died. These were watered throughout the hot dry spell and 
now miraculously have flowers on them, ready for more butterflies. 
 
Elsewhere there have been good bird sightings – greater spotted woodpecker, nuthatch, jay, many 
young blue tits and great tits plus what I think are willow tits (but could be marsh tits which I 
gather are rare now). There is quite a little sparrow colony after years of no sparrows and I have 
loved seeing the swallows and house martins flying above the garden. The baby buzzard has 
fledged so there is lots of ‘mewing’ as it perfects its flying technique whilst calling to its parents. 
Meanwhile in the garden I am playing ‘catch up’. Too many weeds and shrubbery that won’t stop 
growing. Spinach refuses to play the game this year but courgettes, beans and tomatoes are 
prolific. Much freezing of vegetables going on which is great. In hope rather than expectation I 
have put some more carrot and spinach seeds in and will see what happens. 
 
I am fighting the wasps for my cultivated blackberries; I think we are about even at present. It is 
a bit risky sticking your hand into the bush as a great number of insects are enjoying them but I 
haven’t been stung yet! 
 
Last month I reported 6 ducklings. They have become 4 but are doing really well.  Mum used to 
stand on the lawn and shout for food as they couldn’t get up the steps but they come up to the 
back door now. They have almost reached that stage where they become rather ugly and stubby 
before turning into proper ducks. The cats continue to ignore them but Bertie is still reducing the 
rabbit population! 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY (AKA FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS) 
 
I hope many of you are taking advantage of our lovely summer 
weather to enjoy the wonderful network of public rights of way 
that criss-cross our local area. As you may be aware, each local 
authority (in our case East Sussex County Council) has a statutory 
duty to maintain public rights of way in conjunction with the 
landowners over whose property they cross. This involves 
everything from signage, stiles, gates, bridges and clearing paths 
to dealing with legal matters such as requests for diversions and 
blocked footpaths. Did you know that it is estimated that there is 
staggering total of more than 140,000 miles of public rights of way in England and Wales be 
maintained? But there are continuing threats to this wonderful resource – paths become blocked 
and fall into disuse as a result, or they become unused because of difficulty of access – collapsing 
stiles, poor signage, crop cover etc. So everyone who values access to the countryside needs to 
keep vigilant. 
 
The East Sussex Rights of Way team do a wonderful job in protecting rights of way in our county, 
but in these days of budget cuts and austerity they are keen to encourage local communities to 
get involved to help them with this work. Parishes can form local groups either under the auspices 
of ESCC who help with training and advice and provide legal protection or on a more informal 
local basis, possibly with the help of the Parish Council. At the moment we have four volunteers 
including myself plus the assistance of our parish clerk, but it is yet to be decided whether we 
become a formal ESCC group. The group could undertake tasks such as footpath clearance, 
replacing some signage and mending stiles, plus keeping an eye on the general state of footpaths 
in our area. Obviously we would work with ESCC Rights of Way and respect the rights of local 
landowners. I also envisage that at some stage we could extend our activities to provide 
information on possible local walks, perhaps through our village website. 
 
So what can you do to help us to maintain and protect footpaths locally? 
Join our group (contact me on cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk or 01424 812249) for more 
information. 
 
If you don’t want to join the group, help us by telling us about any issues you come across (a 
missing sign, a wobbly stile for example). If you are not sure whether the path is in our parish, 
don’t worry we can pass the information on if it is not. Please use the contact details above. 
 
Report issues yourself directly to East Sussex via the easy to use Rights of Way ‘Report a 
Problem’ form. There is a useful interactive map to help you locate the number of the path and 
stile, gate or bridge, with a link to the problem reporting form, at the following web address:  
 https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/leisureandtourism/countryside/rightsofway/map/.  
 
The Ramblers Association also have a Pathwatch campaign through which problems can be 
reported at  https://www.ramblers.org.uk/bigpathwatch. 
 

Judith Dean 
Rights of Way Co-ordinator 
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OPEN FARM WALK AND CONSULTATION 
 

LUNSFORD FARM - SATURDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER AT 11AM 
 
You are invited to an open event, which will include a walk along the old sunken lane followed 
by an informal consultation. 
  
Since 1888, Lunsford Farm has been worked by the Dunlop Family.  The family were made 
aware that the old sunken lane was the original route up the hill, before Chick Hill was 
constructed.  Villagers would use it to reach the sea, school children from Pett Level used it to 
reach their school in Pett, farm horses used it to reach the field below which is still called 'The 
Horses Marsh'.  Some local people refer to it as 'Smugglers Lane'.  The lane was also used during 
the construction of the Royal Military Canal and there was an ale house positioned at the top for 
the workers.  This field is now called 'Ellis Field' which is a corruption of 'Ale House' Field.  We 
know there was a gunning placement at the bottom of the lane due to it's strategic position. 
 
It is not recognised as part of the Scheduled Monument but most of the lane is within the AONB, 
the entire lane falls outside of the RDC Development Area and it is adjacent to land owned by 
the Pett Level Preservation Trust.  The lane starts from Chick Hill and finishes at the marsh down 
on the level.   
 
We want to find out your views and suggestions about the future of this beautiful and natural 
place in our village.  We are also particularly interested in hearing any other recollections of the 
history of this part of the village. 
 
Come and see for yourself on the 14th!  We hope to provide refreshments and there is plenty of 
parking at the farm.    Andrew Dunlop, Lunsford Farm, 01424 813368 
 
 
NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB 
 
We have fished one more competition since the last report and the returns 
were not very encouraging at all. Only three boats were launched with 
seven anglers taking part. 
 
Fishing was very slow as the results will show. In first place was Mark Farley with 1lb. 3oz. 
Second Rob Smith with 15oz and third Rod Tennant with 8oz. There are plenty of mackerel in 
the bay but they don't count in competitions. 
 
I'm not sure what is happening with fish stocks but when you go to sea and you don't see any 
commercial fishing nets in the bay there is a very good reason for it. The commercial fishermen 
know if it is worth casting their nets or not. My personal opinion is that it is to do with a shortage 
of food, warmer water temperatures or overfishing. At the end of the day all fish do is eat and 
reproduce. I was recently talking to one of the Rye trawler men and he said it wasn't worth going 
to sea as their catches weren't covering their costs.  
 
As always tight lines and stay safe.      Pete Drew (Chairman) 
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL 
 
The yellow orb in the sky has been rather intermittent recently, but that has not 
stopped us enjoying any chance to sit outside. The beach views at Pett Level 
are wonderful whatever the conditions, what more could you wish for? Well, 
music from the wonderful Ghost Riders and a bit of blues, soul and rock from the superb Stevie 
“Retro” Smith, that’s what! 
 
August Bank Holiday weekend will be Gin-tastic and Vodka-licious this year with music for you 
to enjoy as well. Hopefully this will reach you before that weekend. We are still open all day, 
Monday to Saturday, 12 noon to 11pm (please be aware that this closing time is at the discretion 
of the bar staff, if the Club is not being used, they will close earlier, around 9.30pm). Sunday 
times are 12 noon to 9pm. 
 
WHAT’S ON AT THE CLUB 
Live music/events for August/September: 

• BH Saturday 24th Aug : LIVE MUSIC from JUSTINE, 8pm 
• BH Sunday 25th Aug : LIVE MUSIC from LOGAN WILSON & MATT NOVIS, 3pm 
• Sunday 8th Sept : LIVE MUSIC from LOS TWANGUEROS, 3pm 
• Sunday 22nd Sept : LIVE MUSIC from MARTIN BLACKMAN DUO, 3pm 
• Saturday 28th Sept : HARVEST HOME AUCTION (7pm for 7.30pm start) 

Our regular event dates for September: 
• Quiz Night: from 2nd Sept Monday evenings 8pm start. 
• Happy Hours: Monday to Friday 5pm to 7pm. 
• Guest Ales: £2.50 a pint Monday to Friday (lunchtimes and after 7pm) 
• Free Pool: every Wednesday evening 6.30pm onwards 
• Bingo: Thursdays, 29th Aug, 12th & 26th Sept. Eyes down at 7.30pm 
• £5 Curry/Chilli Night: Bingo Nights only 
• Fizzy Friday: Bottle of Prosecco £14 All day 
• Silly Saturday: House double and mixer £4 All day 

 
September 19th to 29th is National Cask Ale Week and there will be a variety of local ales on sale 
at the Club alongside the Harvey's Best. 
 
Well, it is that time of year again. Saturday 28th September is the 68th Harvest Home 
Auction, a charity auction raising funds for Hastings and Rye Harbour RNLI. On the day, 
local door to door collections will take place, through the villages of Pett and Pett Level. 
Alternatively, donations can be left at the Club from 8.30am on the morning of the Auction. 
Any small items of produce and white elephant appreciated, but please, no electricals, 
jumble or large objects. A leaflet explaining more will be delivered through your door the 
weekend before the event. Please support this event, the Club will be open to non-members 
in the evening. 
 
Natalie’s kitchen is now open on Tuesday lunchtimes. For full kitchen opening times please look 
at the Club’s website. We are still looking for new Committee members, including Club Secretary 
and Membership Secretary, if you are interested in joining the Committee please contact the Club 
with your details. The Committee; info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk; 01424 812080 
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PETT AND DISTRICT HORTICULTUAL SOCIETY  
2019 FLOWER SHOW CUP WINNERS 

Kit McLean Golding Challenge Cup Veg most points 1-23a 
R Harris Golding Challenge 

Tankard 
Veg second highest  

Kit McLean Gertrude Coleman Cup Veg Class 1  
    
Jennie Bugden Tom & Cath Wells Trophy Herbs 24 
Richard Barron Charles & Anne Cooke 

Challenge Trophy 
Flowers most points 26-43 

Angela Gastrell Jimmy Young Cup Sweet Peas 27 
Gay Bailey Mabel &Leonard Cooke 

Challenge Trophy 
Dahlia  most points 44-46 

Brigitte Griffin Fred Griffen Challenge 
Cup 

Flowers 47 

Brigitte Griffin & 
Pauline Barker 

Cecil Webb Challenge 
Bowl 

Roses  most points 48-53 

Pauline Barker Cecil Aldred Cup Best Rose 48-53 
    
Cathy Norris Two Sawyers Cup Floral Art Most points 54-58 
Cathy Norris Albert Standen Trophy Floral best exhibit 54-58 & 83 
Abigail Bailey Albert Luck Cup Floral Class 58 
    
Alfie Barnard Hewitt-Jones Cup Children (under5) most 

points 
76 

Emily Shearer Preston Ebbutt Challenge 
Cup 

Children 5-8 years 77-79 

Aiden Barnard Goldsmith’s Trophy Children 9-14 80-82 
Aiden Barnard Darnel Plate Junior Cake Maker 84 
Thomas Le 
Dieu 

J McCausland Trophy Photography (under 16) 86 

Hannah 
Harrison 

Cecil Bacon Talent Cup Drawing/Painting Most 
Promising 

76&78 

    
Louise Bowles Pam Dunlop Challenge 

Cup 
Produce  most points 59-74b 

Isla Horsman John Parks Trophy Show Stopper 75 
Jeanette 
Barden 

John Rootes Cup Picture/Painting 85 

Wendy Burgess Beryl Rootes Cup Craft Best Exhibit 87-90 
Sam Burford  Ron Dean Cup Model making Handmade 91 
Aiden Barnard £20 Under 16 Model 92 
Michael Bennett Diedre Dean Plate Model-making Miniature 93 
Aiden Barnard £20 Under 16 Miniature 94 
Mrs A Dove & 
Jess 

John Pecorini Cup Best Dog in Show  

Susan Slade Queen Elizabeth 11 
Jubilee Trophy 

Best Theme Exhibit Any Class 
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD - CHAIR 
 
While the council has not met in August, by the time you receive this issue, there 
will almost certainly have been an emergency meeting to discuss the application 
by a group at Pett Level for The Smuggler to be made a community asset. This 
is separate from the application for the change of use from a pub to a doctor’s 
surgery and a café, on which the decision has unfortunately now been postponed to September, 
when at the request of a district councillor it will be considered by the Rother planning committee. 
The parish council had originally postponed a comment on the community asset application until 
a decision had been made on the change of use application. Now that the latter has twice been 
postponed, a comment on the community asset application needs to be agreed. Hence the 
emergency meeting. 
 
The development of vehicular access to Westcott, via the sunken lane off Chick Hill, also 
continues to cause controversy. I should point out that the council can only object to, or support, 
planning applications on planning grounds and, indeed, any comments made by the council 
should also be on this basis. 
 
Friars Hill was recently ‘closed’ for several days because of a electricity power failure to a few 
houses. I have put ‘closed’ in quotes because, despite the closure signs, the road was quite 
passable (except perhaps for very large vehicles, but then several of the local lanes are impassable 
by large vehicles all the time). What has annoyed residents and businesses is that no work was 
carried out for three or four days, so that those unfamiliar with the road naturally took the 
diversion that was signposted. Furthermore, as has been pointed out, the diversion indicated was 
not the optimum one, taking drivers back to Ore and up the Fairlight road. I have been in touch 
with Highways about this. Apparently, utilities companies can close roads in an emergency – and 
no one, I think, would object to that; it was important that power should be restored to the houses 
affected. However, the companies have 48 hours in which to report this to Highways, a period 
that seems absurdly long in this age of immediate communications. I have now sent a complaint 
to the electricity company about the specifics of this issue and about their cavalier attitude to the 
community in general in not handling the road closure issue appropriately. 
 
As those who use it will know, the Post Office at the Methodist Church has not been open in 
recent weeks. This is because Anthea, who runs the service, has broken her ankle and there is no 
provision for cover. We wish her a swift recovery. Please watch Pettnet for further news, just in 
case it is possible to find someone who can cover. 
 
I have frequently mentioned Speedwatch and requested people to volunteer. It has been pointed 
out to me that people don’t wish to volunteer because they are worried about ‘spying on their 
neighbours’. However, as Speedwatch operates in Fairlight and Guestling and Three Oaks as well 
as in Pett, volunteers can help in one of the other villages, thus reducing the chance of catching 
your neighbour speeding. So, if you are willing to help with Speedwatch in this way, please let 
the clerk or myself know and we will put you in touch with the coordinator. 
 
A proposal has been received to re-establish Neighourhood Watch in the village. In order to 
provide people with information about what is involved, there will be a meeting preceding the 
parish council meeting on 17 September, at which representatives of Neighbourhood Watch  
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Sussex and the police will be present. There have been a number of burglaries recently in the 
village, so, if you want to help in trying to make burglary more difficult and the village overall a 
safer place, you are invited to come to this meeting. 
 
And now some good news. 
 
You may remember that, until a year or two ago, there was a board near the toilets at Pett Level, 
giving information about the Royal Military Canal. With this in mind, I am pleased to say that 
the council has been awarded a grant by the Rother Environmental Group towards information 
boards at Pett Level. Exactly how this will be implemented is under discussion, but it has been 
suggested that, as well as information about the Royal Military Canal, information should be 
given about other items of interest at Pett Level. These might include, for example, the remains 
of the prehistoric forest, the reed beds, the wreck of the Anne and maybe even the cliffs 
themselves. 
  
Finally, just a reminder that the telephone box opposite the Royal Oak now houses a defibrillator. 
However, at present the BT logos are still on the windows of the box. Efforts have been made to 
remove them, so that a defibrillator sign can be displayed. However, the logos seem very firmly 
fixed; the council is therefore investigating replacing the panes that are affected. A new sign is 
also being put up at the children’s playground and this, as well as giving the rules for the use of 
the playground, will note the siting of the defibrillator. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday 17 September 2019
7.15pm Pett Village Hall

“Bringing neighbours together to create strong, friendly
active communities

So that fewer people feel afraid, vulnerable or isolated”

Come along to hear from the area Neighbourhood Watch
representative and local police how we can work

together to prevent crime and antisocial behaviour

Just five seconds out of your day can make all the difference!
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NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY 
 
It’s been a busy month in the insect world as you would expect at this time of year and we’ve 
seen many new species – new as in insects we haven’t seen or noticed before.  The hemiptera 
have been well represented – this group of insects, as the name suggests have half the wing 
membranous and the other half hard like a beetle.  Shield bugs are typical hemiptera.  We have 
seen Hairy Shieldbug, Green shieldbug and a Black-kneed capsid bug.  There have also been a 
couple of tiny ones that only have latin names so I won’t bore you with those.  I found one 
hemipteran bug called an Ant Damsel bug that I didn’t know existed until I looked on a Facebook 
Group to identify the others.  The pond has attracted 5 species of dragonfly, and one or two 
emperor dragonfly females have been laying lots of eggs in the pond, so that bodes well for future 
years.  The moth trap has given us at least 3 species that we’ve not seen before as well as a 
mayfly, an hemipteran bug and two new beetles. 
 
The most interesting beetle was called a Hornet Rove Beetle.  Rove 
beetles are the sort of radical wing of the beetle party and choose not 
to look like beetles at all.  They don’t bother with wing cases to cover 
the whole of their abdomen and could easily be mistaken for an 
earwig.  The wing cases are very short (typically less than a third of 
the length of the abdomen) so that the wings have to be folded up to 
fit into the small space.  These obviously take longer to deploy than 
normal rigid wings which perhaps explains why rove beetles tend to 
run rather than take flight.  Probably the best known type of rove 
beetle is called the Devil’s Coach Horse.  This is a fearsome looking insect with powerful 
mandibles and will raise its tail in a threatening scorpion-like manner should you approach it.  If 
you ignore the threat it will give you a painful bite and probably emit a foul odour from the white 
scent glands on its tail.  
 
The Hornet Rove Beetle is a similar looking insect – in fact, I thought it was a devil’s coach horse 
at first.  It is however much broader and stockier than the devil’s coach horse and used to be very 
rare, but as hornets are extending their range, so are the hornet rove beetles.  This is because the 
hornet rove beetle spends most of its time in hornet nests where they feed on the detritus inside 
the nest and are presumably tolerated by the hornets for providing this clean-up service.  It is a 
strong flier with a keen sense of smell (which enables it to find hornet’s nests in the first place) 
and when it runs out of food in the hornet’s nest it can fly considerable distances in search of 
other insects and invertebrates.  It does this extra-mural foraging at night which explains how it 
ended up in the moth trap. 
 
And for those who think I don’t get out enough – I found a very interesting fly in Philippa’s 
garden.  Whatever the bush is called that it was found on, it must be a very good nectar source 
because it had attracted a large number of flies.  This particular fly is one of the picture-winged 
flies that often have interesting markings on their wings – in this case the wings were rather plain 
but it did have rather striking stripy red eyes.  It goes by the catchy name of Physiphora alceae. 
 
As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will have photos of 
all the species mentioned above – a regular photo-fest. 
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THREE-SPINED STICKLEBACK - MICHAEL BLENCOW - SWT 
 
The smartest tiddler in the school 
 
There is a genius in our midst. Lurking in the ditches, ponds and 
streams around Sussex you can find schools of three-spined 
sticklebacks. These fish are not much to look at, a tiny slip of 
dirty silver with some pointy dorsal spines to annoy predators. 
But, as befits an animal that spends so much of its time in a 
school, they’re real brainboxes. The clever behaviour of sticklebacks has been the subject of 
endless academic studies with boffins recently declaring them the ‘genius of the fish world’ after 
discovering that they actually learn from observing the mistakes of other sticklebacks. As a bloke 
who can’t seem to learn from his own mistakes, I have to agree that that’s pretty smart for a fish.  
 
They don’t just excel academically. The male stickleback may also be the animal world’s greatest 
parent. He constructs a cosy aquatic nest and lovingly fans oxygen-rich water over his eggs with 
his tail. During the breeding season he undergoes a dramatic makeover from silver to gaudy red, 
with day-glo blue eyeliner. Despite looking like Cyndi Lauper circa 1984 he’s still as rowdy as 
ever and will aggressively defend his eggs against anything that passes by – especially if it’s red. 
One scientist noted his stickleback’s fish tank tantrums coincided with the postman’s red van 
passing by the window each morning. 
 
For me, the smartest thing the stickleback has achieved is single-handedly encouraging 
generations of children out of their homes and into the countryside. For many people their early 
encounters with this little fish, while stood knee-deep in the great outdoors with net and jam jar, 
has instilled in them a lifelong wonder and respect for nature.  Nowadays such rituals of passage 
are rarely played out and recent reports warn that alienation from the natural world has serious 
implications for a child’s development.  There’s a lot that our children can learn from the three-
spined stickleback.  
 
For Sussex Wildlife Trust, engaging and inspiring children is a big part of our work. Each year 
thousands of schoolchildren visit our Woods Mill nature reserve, where we have them dipping 
for tadpoles and sticklebacks, identifying wildflowers, lighting campfires and generally getting 
muddy and having fun in nature. Getting children to connect to the world around them is vital. 
The countryside around Sussex is one big classroom, so get out and enjoy it - there is so much to 
be learned. Or should that be learnt? 
 
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats throughout 
Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over half a century to make 
Sussex richer in wildlife.   
 
We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.  Please 
consider supporting our work.  As a member you will be invited to join Michael Blencowe 
on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife courses, 
Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online 
at www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join or over the phone on 01273 497532. 

The picture of the Deadly Nightshade flower used in this article is the copyright of Derek 
Middleton of the Sussex Wildlife Trust 
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT (PLIRB) 
 
It’s September already and the move into Autumn means there’s plenty 
going on at Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat. Since our last update, our 
Sunday sessions down at the boathouse have been particularly busy as the 
increased foot-fall at Pett Beach has meant quite a few visitors being taken 
by surprise by the tide. 
 
As locals are aware, the speed of the tide when it reaches the flooding stage across the rocks can 
certainly catch people out. Thankfully (as of this update) these incidents haven’t yet resulted in 
many boat-related rescues from the rocks, but instead have meant we’ve been providing first aid 
assistance for people who have slipped on the rocks in the rush to safety.  So as well as providing 
first aid, we’ve also been prioritising making visitors aware of tide times. 
 
We’ve also been having a busy time out and about in the community. We had a great time up at 
the Pett Village Fete and Flower Show last month, running the barbeque and providing First Aid 
assistance. Thanks to the donation for our services, plus the merchandise we sold on the day, we 
managed to raise an extra £56 towards the annual running costs of our two rescue boats, so a big 
thank you to everyone who came to say hello and support us on the day, it’s much appreciated.  
 
Coming up, we’ve been asked to run the BBQ at an 
event in support of Riding for The Disabled (RDA) 
late September. Please watch our social media for 
details of how, when and where you can help us 
support this very worthwhile cause.  

 
On the training side, we have a full weekend 
assessment during September, where we aim to put 
two of our volunteer boat crew members through their 
paces, in the hope of making them up to full crew.  As 
such, the weekend will involve all senior crew 
members, who will be supervising and assessing our trainees in a very intensive way. We wish 
our trainees well and hope to report on their success soon. 
 
At the moment we’re actively seeking new volunteers, so if you like the sound of getting involved 
and gaining some important (and potentially life-saving) training, please do get in touch with us 
through the website or our social media, or just come along to the boathouse on a Sunday morning 
for a chat to the team. 
 
Hopefully next month we’ll be able to update you with news of new volunteers but until 
then, as the autumn tides start to swell and sunsets happen sooner, please take care and 
stay beach aware from all of us here at Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat. 
 

Please stay in contact with us across the month through our website - www.plirb.com or our 
social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue and Facebook @PettLevelRescueBoat. 
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RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS - THE RECTOR, RICHARD BARRON 
 

In a hole? 
Life can very quickly go pear shaped. That’s what happened for the curator of a car museum in 
2014 when a large sink hole opened up under the building. Several valuable cars were swallowed 
up by the chasm. One of them was the millionth of a particular model to roll off the assembly 
line. It was highly prized and worth a lot of money. Fortunately, after a lot of effort, it was 
possible to rescue, reclaim and repair before a new place was found to display it. 
 
This got me thinking; if we humans are prepared to invest so much effort, energy and money into 
something special we have made, how much more will God do the same for us? We are far more 
valuable and unique than a car.  
 
Maybe you don’t feel that way. Maybe you’re in a ‘hole’ and feel like you’re a nobody who has 
no real value. But that is far from reality. To God and others, you matter a great deal. It doesn’t 
matter how old you are or what colour, creed or gender, God has already invested a great deal in 
you. You are special! 
 
Here’s an illustration of that reality.  
A man was walking in the desert and fell into a hole. No matter how hard he tried he couldn’t get 
out, the sand just sucked him back in. In fact, the more he struggled, the worse he made his 
situation. Along came a religious man who saw his plight and said, ‘Your situation is hopeless. 
Accept the will of god and die.’ 
 
Later another person came by who saw his plight and said, ‘you reach up and I’ll reach down and 
together we’ll get you out.’ But no matter how hard they tried, they failed.  
Eventually the victim sank back in despair and cried out in desperation for help.  
 
Not long after another man came by. He saw the man’s plight, climbed down into the hole, picked 
the man up, who by now was too weak to struggle and hurled him out to safety. That man 
sacrificed his own life to safe another. Who would do such a thing and why?  
The answer is, Jesus would do such a thing because He values your life more than His own.  
 
You and I are imperfect. We fail! We cannot live perfect lives. But God, through Jesus, is 
prepared to invest in us to make us whole, perfect and fit to live with Him in eternity. He will do 
for us what we cannot do for ourselves. Why? Because we matter to Him. But the question is, 
are you prepared to trust Him and ask for His help? Well that part is up to you! 

 
HASTINGS SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 

Every Thursday from 5th September, 8.00 to 10.00 pm 
Arthur Easton Centre, St Michael’s Hospice, St Leonard’s TN38 0LB 

£4 per session (reductions for termly payment) 
Beginners very welcome 

No partner needed 
Teachers: Maddy Coelho, Judy Gorrie 

For more details contact Maddy – maddycoelho@hotmail.com  
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347 BUS TIMETABLE

Pett to Hastings
SCH HOLS HOLS SCH

Pett, Chick Hill 08:19 08:26 10:12 12:17 14:02 15:42 15:47 08:26 14:02
Pett, Church 08:22 08:29 10:15 12:20 14:05 15:45 15:50 08:29 14:05
Guestling Green School 08:29
Guestling, The White Hart 08:34 08:34 10:20 12:25 14:10 15:50 15:55 08:34 14:10
Ore, The Kings Head 08:38 08:38 10:24 12:29 14:14 15:54 15:59 08:38 14:14
Ore Post Office 08:40 08:40 10:26 12:31 14:16 15:56 08:40 14:16
Milward Road Manor Road 08:45 08:45 10:30 12:35 14:20 16:00 08:45 09:52 11:57 14:20 15:22
Hastings, Queens Road 10:35 12:40 14:25 16:05 09:57 12:02 14:25 15:27
Hastings, Harold Place 08:49 08:49 08:49
Hastings, Rail Station 08:51 08:51 08:51
Fairlight Glen 16:03
Fairlight, Cove Hotel 16:09
Pett Level 16:15

Hastings to Pett
HOLS SCH

Hastings, Rail Stop E 13:30 15:10 15:10 13:30 15:10
Queens Road, opp 
Priory Meadow Stop N 09:45 11:50 13:35 15:15 15:15 16:40 17:40 09:45 11:50 13:35 15:15 16:40 17:40
Milward Road Manor Road 09:50 11:55 13:40 15:20 15:20 06:45 17:45 09:50 11:55 13:40 15:20 16:45 17:45
Ore Post Office 09:55 12:00 13:45 15:25 15:25 17:50 13:45 17:50
Ore, The Kings Head 09:57 12:02 13:47 15:27 15:27 17:52 13:47 17:52
Guestling, The White Hart 10:01 12:06 13:51 15:31 15:31 17:56 13:51 17:56
Guestling School 15:34
Pett, Church 10:06 12:11 13:56 15:36 15:42 18:01 13:56 18:01
Pett, Chick Hill 10:09 12:14 13:59 15:39 15:45 18:04 13:59 18:04

SCH
HOLS School Holidays Only

Mondays to Fridays Saturdays

Mondays to Fridays Saturdays

School Days Only

We have transcribed the above timetables from those provided by Stagecoach. If 
you spot any errors or know of any changes then please let us know.
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