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Dear Readers,  

As I write this editorial, on the 18 July, the rain is lashing against the windows and the 
wind is howling around my 400 year old thatched cottage! It is more like November 
than July! Let’s hope that by the time you are reading this magazine, the lovely sunny 
weather will have returned, especially in time for the Flower Show on the 27th July 
and the Pett Level Preservation Trust Summer Garden Party on the 17 August.  

As usual, there are lots of events going on in Pett and Pett Level during August and you 
will find details of all, within these pages. I’d like to thank the contributors, who 
always manage to get their copy in on time (well nearly!).  
If you are interested in writing for the magazine, please do get in touch. It’s always 
nice to hear new voices, blend with the old.  

I hope you like Dawn Timmins’s great painting, reproduced on the back cover, created 
as part of Pett WI’s contribution to the East Sussex WI centenary banner. A colour copy 
of the painting can be seen on ‘Pett on the Net’. 

Have a great August! 

Oh, and by the way - a chocolate bar goes to the person who can say why there is a 
little bird and guitar on the front cover! The fact that Mike Wilkins chose this image, 
may give you a clue! 

Best wishes, John 
THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 
Sarah Adams, Deputy Editor & Distribution, 01424 812323 
John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 or 07525032198 
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then 
we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPY 
Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten 
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and 
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, 
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole 
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither 
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless 
otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, 
announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news 
team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this 
publication.
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Letters (& a Poem) to the Editor

Flower Festival,  Pett Church 
June 15 &16 

This was a tremendous weekend blessed 
by fine weather and supported by many 
people. The church looked truly 
magnificent with the clever and artistic 
displays giving a wonderful range of 
colour. The refreshments were, as 
always, excellent and attractively 
displayed. Other stalls offered other 
ways to spend your money at bargain 
prices. 

The total raised was £2,300 which will 
go towards the repairing of the church 
steeple. 

Thank you to all who helped at this 
event - the organisers, flower arrangers, 
sponsors, refreshment ladies, admission 
team, tombola team, raffle ticket seller, 
stall holders selling fudge, cards, 
brocage, plants, handmade gifts, 
preserves and books. Thanks also go to 
those who produced programmes and 
posters, put up gazebos, banners and 
bunting plus those who took it all down 
again and  cleared up, transport of 
tables and anything else I may have 
overlooked. 
Thanks to everyone! 
Gill Plank

Don Wright  

All will be sorry to hear of the death of 
Don Wright.  He was born in Maidstone 
and after school trained at Guy’s 
Hospital to be a dental technician. On 
gaining his qualifications he worked in 
and around the Kent area.  

He was a great craftsman, good at 
making jewellery and models, 
particularly trains. He was a keen 
table tennis player and fond of music. 

He married Flora in 1952 and having 
spent time in Hastings they moved to 
Pett 19 years ago. 

They joined in village events and made 
a great success of setting up and 
running the Produce stall at the flower 
show until recent years. 

Although his health was declining Don 
was always cheerful, not one to 
complain and a devoted husband . 
He will be sadly missed. 

Phillipa Strickland

A Poem for Pett  by Andy Purse (Gill Buttle’s nephew) 

Sun baked ground, hardly a sound, just the distant tweet of birds. 
Ponds half full, waters still, shaded by oaks on the side of the hill. 
Butterflies rest on nettles green, toads can be heard but rarely seen. 
Hay bales round, scatter the fields, all made up of the harvest’s yield. 
Distant sheep can be heard, cows can be seen, all in a herd. 
Blackberries red, still not quite ripe, elderberry blossom gleaming white. 
Footpaths cross along the way, which one to take, who can say. 
End of the day, sun still strong, summer’s here but not for long.
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PETT Parish Council by David Penfold

The council has met twice in July. The first meeting was specifically to discuss the latest 
planning application for The Smuggler at Pett Level, which is for a change of use to a 
doctor’s surgery and a café. As many will know, the surgery in Guestling has been issued 
with an eviction order and so will not be able to continue at its present site. I understand 
that the practice has been looking for an alternative site for some time, but without 
success, so The Smuggler seems to present a solution. For the application to be 
successful, it has to be demonstrated that the pub is no longer commercially viable. 
While for many this seems to be clear, there is a group of Pett Level residents who 
maintain that, were the pub on the market for what they describe as a more reasonable 
price, it would be bought and run successfully. This view and the view that the change of 
use was a good idea were both put forward at the council meeting and, following 
discussion, the council’s final position was to comment as follows: ‘Ideally the parish 
council wish to see The Smuggler continue as a pub. However, the parish council would 
rather accept the change of use to a Doctor’s Surgery as opposed to the Smuggler 
remaining empty or being converted to residential use.’ The Rother planning committee 
will make a decision shortly. 

There were no new planning applications at the second council meeting, but it was 
reported that some previous applications had been approved and others refused. The 
latter include a major rebuild on the site of the house called Elmara at Pett Level, 
redevelopment at Warren Cottage in Cliff End and a new house above Bridge House at the 
bottom of Chick Hill. Applications approved (both with conditions) include extension of 
the sewage plant at the Oak Valley camping site in Pannel Lane and the redevelopment of 
the Clonette site at Pett Level.  

The other matter that was reported at the first meeting was that the footpath past 
French Court Farm has now officially been re-routed to where it has actually been for the 
last 50 years.  

The construction of the passing places in Pannel Lane continues to raise concerns. It has 
been pointed out that at least one of the passing places has archaeological significance 
and should therefore be subject to an archeological survey before any work is done. While 
the members of the council are in sympathy with this view, the council has no powers to 
implement this. 

Other matters discussed at the second meeting included the following: 

• A decision was made to set up an agreement with the Parochial Church Council 
(PCC), subject to the agreement of the PCC, for the parish council to take over 
responsibility for the maintenance of the War Memorial; 

• There was a discussion of a request from the Bowls Club, via the Sports Association, 
for the council to fund a fence to prevent the blowing of leaves on to the bowling 
green (which leads to worm casts and subsequently damage from birds). It was 
agreed to request the Bowls Club to submit a grant application to the council 
because the fence would not be a recreation-field boundary fence (and therefore not 
the responsibility of the parish council).However, it was also noted that the Bowls 
Club had saved the council money by agreeing to share their water supply with the 
main pavilion in order to bypass the leak under the cricket pitch.
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• A request had been made to replace the dead roadside trees opposite the church. 
It was noted that Paul Stapley had offered to replace these at an appropriate time 
and it was agreed to ask him to do this. Paul was thanked for this offer and also for 
his continuing work in caring for the roadside trees. 

• Reports on the condition of both the children’s playground and the Recreation Field 
as whole had been received from RoSPA following an inspection. There are some 
minor issues that will be dealt with as soon as possible, but no immediately critical 
major issues, so these reports will be discussed in more detail at the next council 
meeting. It was, however, agreed to replace the sign at the playground, giving up-
to-date contact details for the clerk and also including details of what is allowed 
and what is not, as well as a note about the site of the defibrillator. 

• The question of a handrail alongside the steps from the Recreation Field near the 
bus shelter was considered. As the steps are actually outside the Recreation Field 
and were put there by Highways, it was agreed that the matter would be taken up 
with Highways. 

• It was reported that this area has a new Highways Steward, James Kelly. Isla Dacey 
has been promoted to Head Steward. 

• It was noted that East Sussex Highways have produced a new booklet Guide to 
Highways describing what they do. This is very informative and can be downloaded 
from the link at https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/what-we-do.  

• County Councillor Keith Glazier reported that the stretch of road between Church 
Lane and the top of Friars Hill is scheduled for resurfacing within the current 
financial year, either later this year or early next. While this part of the road is in 
Guestling and not Pett, any work on it will almost inevitably affect Pett residents, 
whether they travel by car or by bus. 

A Speedwatch operation was recently carried out in the village. I don’t know what the 
results were, but anything that will encourage drivers to keep within the speed limit is to 
be encouraged. As well as the request to ‘drive safely through the village’ on the new 
village sign, I see that there are also some new signs indicating that this is a Speedwatch 
area. In this context, the next meeting of the Rother Association of Local Councils is 
scheduled to include consideration of ways of discouraging speeding within Rother. And, 
once again, if you are willing to help with Speedwatch, please let the clerk or myself 
know and we will put you in touch with the coordinator. 

Since I last wrote, the annual ‘Open Gardens’ event in aid of the Hospice has taken place 
and I understand that about £3,000 was raised. Quite apart from the money raised, this 
event not only makes it possible for us to see the impressive gardens of some of our 
neighbours, but also brings visitors to our village, who must go away appreciating its 
beauty. Our thanks go to all who opened their gardens. 

Finally, I am sad to report the deaths of two residents of the village, Val Goodsell and 
Don Wright, both of whom have made their contribution to the village over the years. 
Our sympathy goes to their partners and their families. 

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council

PETT Parish Council
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Pett, Fairlight and 
Guestling  

Community  
Speed Watch 

We are looking for volunteers for 
Pett.  

If you can spare the odd hour and 
would like to help remind drivers to 

keep within the speed limit 
please contact Liz Green at:- 
liz.green139@hotmail.com

Pett Level Preservation Trust 
SUMMER GARDEN PARTY 2019 

Saturday 17th August at 1pm 
Dower House, off Pett Level Rd TN35 4EE 

(Near Chick Hill Junction) 

Members £12.50, Non-members £15.00 Incl. lunch & glass of fizz 

Pay Bar & Music. No dogs 

Tickets: call Zana on 07768905489

8



Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat

Hurrah … summer’s officially here, the 
schools have broken up and the beach 
is buzzing with visitors. All of which 
means we’re busy- at the boathouse 
and behind the scenes - providing first 
aid, safety and rescue support in the 
local community. 

Indeed, since last month we’ve had 
two call-out launches, both on the 
same evening. Working alongside 
rescue service colleagues including 
Hastings RNLI, Hastings Coastguard 
Rescue, Rye Bay Rescue teams and the 
Search & Rescue Helicopter team from 
Lydd, we provided search and safety 
support. In each incident, teams were 
stood down once the safety of the 
individuals involved was confirmed.  

On fundraising, we’ve taken part in a 
fundraising event organised by ceramic 
artist Marion Mason of Winchelsea 
Beach. Marion generously provided an 
Open Garden, homemade cakes, 
scones and cream teas in return for 
donations to ourselves and St. 
Michael’s Hospice. She also invited us 
to sell our calendars, greetings cards 
and car stickers. These sales, plus the 
donations gathered, generated almost 
£100 for us so we’d like to say a big 
thank you to Marion for fundraising for 
us. 

Speaking of fundraising, you may have 
seen that we’re currently one of the 
local charity nominees in Asda’s Green 

Token Giving scheme. We have a blog 
post to explain how you can support us 
when you shop in-store at Asda St. 
Leonard’s, and we’ll be there for a 
visit with our Tornado boat on August 
17th. All support is very welcome. 

Similarly, we have a daytime fundraiser 
on 24th August at the Winchelsea 
Beach Co-op. Again the Tornado boat 
should be present for people to see. At 
both of these events we’d love for you 
to come along to ask any questions you 
have about volunteering with us as 
we’re currently seeking more 
volunteers to get involved in our work.  

You can also find out more by 
contacting us through our website - 
www.plirb.com. If you prefer social 
media, please find us on Twitter 
@PLIRBRescue and Facebook 
@PettLevelRescueBoat. 

Finally, enjoy your summer from all 
of us here at Pett Level Independent 
Rescue Boat … but do take care and 
stay beach aware. Easy ways to take 
care include being aware of tide 
times, weather conditions and of how 
your own actions impact on safety at 
the beach. Please also support the 
community by being vigilant and 
reporting concerns by making a 999 
call and asking for the Coastguards. 
Have a great August!

9



10



On the Beach at Pett Level

Hi All, 

The redecoration at the Club continues and the seaside theme appears to be a winner with 
everyone. But there is still more to do, so come down and see the changes we have made. 

Our Summer Opening Hours started on 1st July, we are now open all day, Monday to 
Saturday, 12 noon to 11pm (please be aware that this closing time is at the discretion of 
the bar staff - if the Club is not being used, we will close earlier). Sunday 12 noon to 9pm. 

All our new offers are being well received – with Fizzy Friday’s Prosecco offer, Silly 
Saturday’s House Spirit offer and Monday to Friday’s Happy Hours very popular as well. Also, 
all week it is “Pimms o’clock” at the Club! 

We have had an impromptu disco on a couple of Saturday nights with thanks to one of our 
members. We may be looking at making a more regular feature. Live entertainment came 
from the marvellous Stone Junction, with their varied mix of folk music. 

Forthcoming events: 
• Sunday 28th July : LIVE MUSIC from GHOST RIDERS – 3pm 
• Sunday 11th August : To be confirmed. 
• Saturday 24th August : LIVE MUSIC from JUSTINE – 8pm 

Our regular event dates for August: 
• Quiz Night On Hols for August - returns 2nd Sept 8pm start. 
• Happy Hours Monday to Friday - 5pm to 7pm. 
• Guest Ales £2.50 - Monday to Friday (lunchtimes and after 7pm) 
• Free Pool - every Wednesday evening 6.30pm onwards 
• Bingo Thursdays - 1st, 15th & 29th Aug Eyes down at 7.30pm 
• £5 Curry/Chilli Night - Bingo Nights only 
• Fizzy Friday - Bottle of Prosecco £14 All day 
• Silly Saturday - House double and mixer £4 All day 

Our Happy Hours offer continues, with £1 off all cask beers, keg lagers and large glasses of 
wine, 5pm to 7pm weekdays only. 

Our final Quiz night before the summer break is on Monday, 29th July - a bit of intellectual 
fun in sun. 

Natalie is working hard in the kitchen, so please come and enjoy her lovely fish and chips, 
and the wonderful Sunday roast has to be seen to be believed. For full kitchen opening 
times please look at the Club’s website. 

We are looking for a new Club Secretary and Membership Secretary. If you are interested in 
either of these positions please contact the Club with your details. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Club soon. Please come and enjoy. 

The Committee    info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk            01424 812080 
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My Garden Blog by Gill Plank 

Well, well, well! There I was, much 
recovered from my broken toe and 
getting to grips with the weeding, re-
planting bits that had been drowned by 
the weeds, digging up potatoes, 
planting out courgettes, squash, peas, 
French beans and lettuce, catching up 
with general weeding, pruning and so 
on, when what happens? I trip on a step 
indoors and break the toe again. Back 
to A and E and an x-ray confirms a re-
break! Am now under instructions not 
to do anything for a few days and very 
little for 6 weeks to make sure it heals 
p roper l y th i s t ime. I nc red ib l y 
frustrating and as soon as Wimbledon is 
over I will get bored so will have to 
find something new to occupy myself 
with. 

As to the garden, my wonderful 
neighbours are watering and doing 
necessary bits. I am very lucky as I also 
have my daughter who comes to help 
out and pick the vegetables, fill bird 
feeders plus many indoor jobs. She is 
also nagging me as to what I must not 
do! 

I am finding the young magpies very 
naughty - trying to empty all bird 
feeders by swinging on them and also 
muscling in on the ducks' corn. There 
are many goldfinches feeding and 
twittering beautifully and loads of baby 
blue and great tits. I have this stuff 
called 'Flutterbutter' which is a peanut 
butter bird food in a small container 
housed in a hanging frame. The 
magpies got very good at flying up at 
the container and pecking out chunks. 
As it is quite expensive I hung it on a 
hook very close to the kitchen door and 
away from tree branches. So far that is 

working and only the robin, great and 
blue tits have cracked it! 

I am very proud of my improved front 
garden which is now very bright and 
colourful with marigolds, carnations, 
poppies, hydrangea, hol lyhock, 
lavender and other things I can't 
remember the names of. The bees are 
very happy with it! I  also have a 
beautiful perpetual white sweet pea in 
bloom, clematis, roses and geranium 
and have planted two small areas of 
wild flowers to attract bees and bats. 

The buddleias are flowering so I am 
waiting for an influx of butterflies - this 
hasn't happened yet except for the 
cabbage white which seem prolific. 

There is still hope that I may harvest 
apples and pears this year as I still 
haven't had the moorhen problem of 
the past and they are no longer in the 
garden. New raspberry and strawberry 
plants look good but will not produce 
much this year. I look forward to great 
things next year. There is, however, a 
good crop of blackberries (not the wild, 
bramble variety) so hope to beat the 
blackbirds to them. 
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My Garden Blog by Gill Plank 

/Continued from page13 

There are 6 ducklings today - there 
have been very few this year so it was 
lovely to see them. If they can stay 
away from magpies, buzzards and gulls 
they might survive. Talking of gulls 
there is a pair of herring gulls who 
nest on a roof up the road. They like 
my garden because of bird feeders, 
corn for the ducks and dried up cat 
food thrown out but one has taken to 
banging on the bathroom window. I 
can't work out why it is doing it but 
after a number of days I opened the 
window and let Mango the cat out. 

They had a face off but I am not sure 
who won - seagull shouted a lot and 
moved to a higher point, Mango moved 
towards it then retreated back through 
the window!
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There are two garden club outings to 
report this month. At the end of June 
we revisited Godinton. Two years ago 
we toured the beautiful and extensive 
gardens, but there is a rather fine 
house attached so this time we opted 
to see that. Godinton is a handsome 
brick-built manor, possibly dating back 
to 1165, a date which appears on a 
stained glass window. Restoration work 
was carried out in 1448, and again in 
1620-28, when an extension was added 
to form a symmetrical Dutch facade. 
The rooms display over 600 years of 
history and under expert guidance, and 
because of the lack of roped off areas, 
you can can get close to the collections 
of fine porcelain, paintings and 
furniture. Fortunately there have only 
been two main owners during its history 
and both have preserved the heritage, 
including a stunning Medieval hall, the 
White Room with a plaster ceiling 
designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield, and 
an impressive Jacobean staircase which 
has heraldic beasts on its newel posts. 
It is really worth visiting. Afterwards we 
were free to ramble round the grounds 
which include a huge walled garden, an 
elegant Italianate garden, wild areas, 
topiary, and a grand formal pool and 
statues. But I’ve described these 
gardens before. 

July’s visit was to Penshurst Place, one 
of the county’s oldest family-owned 
estates, dating back to 1341, where we 
had a gentle tour of this 
quintessentially English garden. It is 
divided into avenues, terraces and 
rooms full of the scent of roses, 
lavender and honeysuckle. Yew hedges 
and original mellow walls provide 
shelter.  

A white garden, where greenhouses 
stood and which was once used as a 
space to dry laundry or where the 
garden’s rubbish was burnt, is now a 
contemplative, silvery-grey poetic 
corner. There is a stage garden with a 
grass auditorium. Magnolias are grown 
in a dip because they dislike frost. 
Berberis, clipped to show its red tips, 
forms low hedging around formal beds. 
A long magnificent blue and yellow 
border is overlooked by Tortoise 
Terrace, named because tortoise races 
were held there.  

In the Heraldic Garden, columns display 
the colours of the families who are 
associated with the house. Here, box-
edged knots are filled with lavender 
and sage. A sculpture of The Archer is 
flanked by a large topiary bear and a 
porcupine (the family crest). Peonies 
are displayed in a border 100 metres 
long. There are pools throughout the 
garden. The largest and most elegant 
has a jet of water at its centre. No 
matter where you stand in the garden 
there are beautiful vistas of house and 
garden, and of the surrounding 
landscape of the High Weald. We also 
looked inside the house which has 
numerous impressive rooms and a 
magnificent great hall. Highly 
recommended. 

Our next visit is to Rye Nature Reserve 
on Wednesday August 14 at 2.00pm. 
Details to follow. 

Sandy Andrews

Gardening club news by sandy andrews
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN, by Su Fleigh                                                                           

Something fishy going on here……..  

A perfect little lunch or supper dish for alfresco dining but not if it’s 
raining cats and dogs!  I like to serve this with buttered new potatoes, 
green beans or asparagus (when in season)  

ROASTED DILL SALMON 

Serves 4-6  (for 2 people, use individual steaks and half the marinade 
ingredients) 

Time: 20 mins plus 15 minutes marinating (optional) 

1 ½lbs skin-on centre cut salmon     
1 ¼ teaspoons salt 

½ teaspoon black pepper 
60 mls (4 tablespoons) fresh lime juice/or orange juice  

2 tablespoons olive oil 
2 tablespoons soy sauce 

2 tablespoons maple syrup 
1 tablespoon dried dill or 3 tablespoons of chopped fresh dill 

1 large garlic clove, crushed 
¼ teaspoon turmeric 

Heat oven to 425 degrees with rack in centre position.  Choose a baking 
dish that fits the salmon snugly so the juices don’t disperse and burn and 
line it with baking parchment.  Place salmon, skin-side down and season 
well with salt and pepper 

Combine rest of ingredients in small bowl and spoon over the salmon.  Let 
it marinate directly in the baking dish, flesh-side down, for 15 mins.  

Roast the salmon, skin-side down until cooked through to your liking 12+ 
mins.  Serve with extra lime/orange wedges and drizzle remaining juices 
over the fish. 
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Church Services for August  

August 4th  9.30am Holy Communion, Pett, Kay Burnett, Meriel Deasy 

August 11th   9.30am Morning Worship, Pett, Meriel Deasy 

August 18th   8.00am  BCP Holy Communion, Pett Level, Kay Burnett 

August 22nd  2.30pm,  Meditation, Pett Level, Kay Barrett 

August 25th   9.30am  Holy Communion, Pett, Richard Barron 

Sept 1st   9.30am  Holy Communion, Pett, Kay Burnett, Meriel Deasy 

Church News

Rector’s Ruminations 

I was outside on a beautiful summer’s day 
in early July, thinking what a glorious 
taste of heaven it was. 

Do you believe in heaven?  For some it is a 
fantasy, for others a mystery and for 
others a sure hope. 

Jesus, who is not known to be a liar, said 
clearly that heaven exists.  
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled’, he 
said. ‘Trust God, trust also in me. In my 
Father’s house there is plenty of room; if 
it were not so I would have told you. I am 
going there to prepare a place for you. If I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be where I 
am.’ *  
So, if you believe in heaven, you have it 
on good authority that your faith is well 
placed. 

But how do we get to heaven? Is it 
automatic for everyone?  
Sometime ago I overheard a conversation 
between an older and younger lady. The 
older lady said, ‘I can’t understand why 
someone who has lived a good, 
respectable life shouldn’t stand a better 
chance of getting into heaven than a 

convicted criminal, or a disreputable 
person.’ 

The younger lady’s reply was enlightening. 
‘Suppose we wanted to go to a concert 
where a ticket cost £80. You had £60 and I 
had nothing. Which one of us would stand 
the better chance of getting in?’  
‘Neither’ said the older lady.  
‘Exactly’, said the younger lady. ‘So the 
respectable person stands no better 
chance of getting into heaven than the 
disreputable person.’ 
‘But suppose a kind person came along 
and gave us both genuine tickets for the 
concert. Then we would both get in 
regardless of whether we deserved the 
tickets or not. Jesus is like that kind 
person. He saw our problem. He came and 
died on the cross to pay the price of our 
sin, whether that price be great or small. 
Now He offers each one of us a free ticket 
to heaven so all we have to do is accept.’  
‘However, the respectable person must be 
very careful that their £60 doesn’t make 
them feel too proud to accept the free 
ticket that Jesus offers, otherwise they 
will miss out.’ 

Rev Richard Barron 

* (John’s gospel chapter 14 verses 1 to 3) 
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Sea Sunday at Pett level 

The Sea Sunday Service was 
celebrated on 14th July at the Rescue 
Boat hut.  £257 was collected for 
Mission to Seafarers.  And the Rescue 
boat was blessed by Revd Richard 
Barron. 

Whatever the religion of a seafarer, 
the danger of the sea can lead to 
prayer.  And we prayed on Sea Sunday 
for all those who face those dangers.  
Of course we sang Eternal Father, 
strong to save and we were also 
treated to excellent singing from 
Guestling and Bradshaw school 
children led by their head teacher. 

We usually do not think about all the 
merchant seamen who bring so many 
of our imports across the world but 
Mission to Seafarers does remember 
them and it provides practical help 
and also comforting support to 
seafarers who are far from home. 

Very many thanks to Meriel Deasy and 
Wendy Hatch and so many others who 
contributed to the service and all 
who took part in it..  And thanks to 
the Rescue Boat who provided 
hospitality and a place for the service 
and moved all the chairs (several 
times to suit the vagaries of the 
weather!)   

Angela Hawksley 

Forsan et haec olim 
meminisse iuvabit 

Remembering is the tribute we give to 
those we have loved and admired who 
are dead.  This often includes reading 
the name of the deceased.  I was 
thinking about this as I recalled the 
Flower Festival at Pett Church in June.  
The flower arrangements were 
dedicated to the memory of loved ones 
and we could read their names on the 
arrangements and on the programme.   

And so, we are not only grateful to the 
sponsors for their financial contributions 
but we are also grateful for the 
opportunity to read all those names. 

What is the significance of the Latin 
quotation above (translation: perhaps 
even this will one day be a pleasure to 
recollect) which is from Virgil’s Aeneid?  
Because as time goes by grief for the 
death of a loved one can metamorphose 
into lots of happy memories and so 
provide comfort and hope. 

Angela Hawksley 

Church News

Mugs, Mugs, Mugs 
A big thank you, from Fran Rogers, to all 
who donated mugs to St. Nicholas on Pett 
Level. She now has enough for the time 
being, but thanks you all for your generosity. 
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Flower Festival Raffle 
All of us who are trying to raise money for the Church Steeple Fund are very very 
grateful for the generosity of local businesses who gave vouchers as Raffle Prizes.  
Who were they? 

The Two Sawyers 
The Royal Oak 
Pett Butchers 

Thank you very much!  And thanks to everyone else who gave Raffle Prizes. 

There was one other local business who said that they could not give a Raffle 
Prize (as they usually do) because they had decided only to give to one charity 
each year.  As long as that one charity is worthwhile supporting, of course I 
understand that times are hard and so for some there has to be a limit on 
generosity.  How fortunate that the three donors listed above decided to continue 
with their generosity to the village church! 

Angela Hawksley

Our Chairman Pete is away at the time 
of writing so the Commodore has been 
press-ganged into filling in the words 
and spaces for the magazine, here we 
go: our winch is out of order at the 
moment with a broken drive chain, a 
new one is on order and will be in 
place as soon as possible, we will take 
the opportunity to give the winch an 
overhaul as well. The competition that 
was supposed to be fished on July 7th 
was cancelled because of the problem 
with the winch, but as it turned out 
we couldn't have fished it anyway 
because of the wind speed. The next 
competition is due to take place on 
July 21st so hopefully the winch will be 
working by then. 

One or two boats put to sea before the 
trouble with the winch, but had very 
poor catches. What they did manage 

to bring back were mainly plaice and 
even they were difficult to find. One 
of the commercial skippers in Rye said 
that it wasn't worth putting to sea as 
they were not catching enough to pay 
for the diesel to drive the engines.  

There is a huge problem in Rye Bay 
and around our shores in general with 
a lack of fish, shrimps, cockles, razor 
fish, etc., even the humble winkle is a 
rare thing these days. There must be a 
reason for this. Let's hope the 
Environment Agency looks into the 
problem before it's too late! 

As Pete would say, it's wet out there, 
tight lines and stay safe. 

Mick Goswell, Commodore 

NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB
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PETT WI Report by Belinda Wood
For our June meeting we had the pleasure 
of a visit to Breanross, the home of Libby 
and Tim Rothwell in advance of them 
opening their garden as part of the Pett 
Village Open Garden scheme for St 
Michael's Hospice.  Libby and Tim kindly 
allowed us a preview of the garden and 
invited members to look around and ask 
questions about the plants.  She also 
showed us photographs of how the garden 
has developed over the years.   Afterwards 
we returned to the Hall for refreshments 
which were kindly provided by members 
Lisa Fisher, Ashleigh Fraser and Lisa Kerry.  
These fabulous ladies were in charge of 
assembling the Pimm’s and also provided 
us with the most delicious homemade 
sausage rolls and strawberry and chocolate 
cake!  Members were also able to purchase 
raffle tickets for a bottle of champagne 
with the proceeds going to St. Michael’s 
Hospice. 

Our East Sussex umbrella federation of WIs 
celebrate their centenary this year and 
gave a splendid garden party for an 
estimated 400 East Sussex WI members on 
Saturday 6 July at the equally splendid 
Fairlight Hall with house and garden tours, 
entertainment and refreshments.  Special 
thanks to Pett WI members who helped 
with the baking and volunteered to help on 
the tours and with refreshments etc.  
notably Wendy Burgess, Heather Godwin, 
Wendy Hysted, Sharon Sellens, Phillipa 
Strickland and Sally Watson.  I would also 
like to thank Stephanie Gaunt, President of 
Hastings & Ore WI and her team for the 
work they did in organising the whole 
event. 

As part of the centenary celebrations all 
East Sussex WIs (and there are over 100 of 
us) were invited to provide a suitably 
decorated material square to depict our WI 
on a Centenary Banner which will 
eventually be on permanent display at the 
East Sussex WI headquarters in Hailsham.  
We are fortunate indeed that one of our 

members, Dawn Timmins, is a local artist 
and kindly agreed/had her arm twisted to 
do this.  We are thrilled with what she 
came up with and feel that when people 
come to look at the banner ours will stand 
out fabulously! (see back cover) 

I'll report on our July meeting next month 
but members are looking forward to 
another "out of the hall" experience to The 
New Beach Club, Pett Level with the ever-
popular Andy Dinsdale leading us on a 
beach combing and cleaning expedition - 
and then coming back to the club for a bit 
of a social! 

We have no formal meeting in August but a 
reminder to members there will be a social 
at Jane and Sara's on Wednesday 21st 
August with plenty of food, drink and fun 
being planned!  Lifts are advisable! 

The next WI craft workshop at Pett Village 
Hall will be Christmas Flowers and Wreaths 
on Saturday 5th October from 10am to 4pm 
at a cost of £33 to members including all 
tools and materials. This workshop involves 
learning how to make beautiful flowers 
from sheets of foam and then using them 
to make a spray or wreath.  Booking in 
advance is essential and this one will go 
fast so be sure to book soonest. 

Another date for the diary is Saturday 30 
November when we will be having a 
fundraising event for our cause of the year 
Dementia Awareness.  More details on that 
soon but all sorts of activities are currently 
being planned including belly dancing, 
pilates, Tomboogie, dancing for fitness, 
crafts and massage!  (I'm hoping there 
might also be a well-woman cake eating 
session being planned too!) 

Contact us at pettwi@outlook.com or our 
social media pages to find out more about 
being a member of our vibrant and active 
group!
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY

Meadows are becoming very popular, if 
not to say fashionable at the moment.  
A recent Gardener’s World special 
program was all about meadows.  They 
highl ighted the 97% decl ine in 
wildflower meadows since 1945 due to 
changes in farming practices to feed 
the baby-boom generation.  The 
decline in wildflower meadows is 
associated with an equally dramatic, 
though slightly delayed decline in 
insect species.  The programme went 
on to suggest ways of incorporating 
wildflowers into your garden as well as 
planting cultivated flower meadows.  
Another highlight was the concept of 
‘Coronation Meadows’.  This was 
introduced by the Prince of Wales to 
try and slow the decline in pollinating 
insects.  It is a concept worth exploring 
as there is a coronation meadow in 
each county that can provide seeds for 
recipient meadows in the same county.  
Our local coronation meadow is Coach 
Road Field in Battle. 

We have had our own wildflower 
meadow for several years now (if you 
can call 20 or so square metres a 
meadow) which changes not only 
through the seasons, but also year by 
year.  It was created by simply letting 
the grass grow.  Species like bird’s-foot 
trefoil, red clover, common vetch and 
self-heal appeared almost immediately, 
but others like ox-eye daisy and wild 
carrot have taken longer to get 
established.  We have tried adding 
various species to improve the variety 
but only ox-eye daisy and snake’s-head 
fritillaries have taken with any degree 
of success.  Gradually, however, the 
areas that have no flowers are 
shrinking as the grass is pushed back. 

At the moment wild carrot and ox-eye 
daisies are dominant – wild carrot being 
perhaps the most attractive species 
with its lacy white heads.  It is the 
heads that gave it the name Queen 
Anne’s Lace when it was introduced to 
the USA.  The red spot in the centre of 
the head supposedly represents a drop 
of blood from when Queen Anne 
pricked her finger lace-making.  The 
wild carrot exemplifies the purpose of 
the meadow in attracting lots of 
insects.  We get lots of pollen beetles 
(tiny black beetles that can be found 
on almost any flower), iridescent green 
‘thick-kneed’ beetles, and soldier 
beetles (probably Cantharis species, 
otherwise known as bonking beetles!)  I 
have also seen solitary wasps, weevils, 
butterflies and many different flies.  
Because the individual florets are 
small, the nectar is more easily 
accessible and doesn’t need the 
specialised tongues of bees and 
butterflies so those species tend to go 
to other flowers where there is more 
nectar but it is only available if you 
have the right equipment. 
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NATURE NOTES (continued)

Among the more interesting finds on 
the wild carrot were a number of 
sharp-tailed beetles that have so far 
resisted attempts at identification and 
the photos have by now hopefully 
reached the Natural History Museum.  
They could be rare – watch this space.   

Another find was Misumena vatia – 
please excuse the scientific name, as 
far as I know it doesn’t have a common 
name.  This is an ambush spider that is 
almost pure white, though it can be 
pale pink or pale green depending on 
the colour of the flowers that it sits on.  
As the word ‘ambush’ suggests it sits on 
flowers blending into the background 
waiting for pollinating insects to come 
along which it then jumps on – no web 
required.  The spider that I saw was a 
large female that had just sunk its 
fangs into a large blow-fly.  On top of 

the spider’s abdomen was another 
spider, a male Misumena vatia that was 
clearly using the fact that the female 
had her mouth full for a safe mating 
opportunity – a completely new 
meaning for ‘safe sex’! 

The wild carrot plant – Daucus carota – 
has leaves and roots that smell faintly 
of carrots, and the young roots are 
edible and taste of carrot.  This is not 
so surprising because one of the 
cultivars of wild carrot – the subspecies 
D. carota sativus - is the carrot you can 
get in any supermarket and which also 
attracts insects – especially the carrot 
root fly. 

As always, this column can be found at 
www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will 
probably have a photo of a carrot.

14th - 28th September 2019
48th Annual Festival  |  ryeartsfestival.org.uk
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Pett Puzzle Corner

Crossword set 
by ‘Alberich’ 
and printed 
with 
permission

ACROSS 
1 Blooming tooth robber! You have the legal 
right to fine him (12) 
9 Dostoyevsky's Prince Myshkin gives 
one girl books (5) 
10 Bursting in and bursting out, we hear (9) 
11 Completed dub on soundtrack 
extraordinarily quickly (9) 
12 Recent time lost makes one tardier (5) 
13 Some metal boxes get returned, flattened 
at the edges (6) 
15 Radioactive metal found in protein by one 
university microbiologist originally (8) 
18 Composer who brought Spanish 
language to Italy? (8) 
19 It helps produce groovy music (6) 
22 Required by one sitting president at 
meeting (5) 
24 Topless sex on Prague television initially 
bothered censor (9) 
26 One who makes good money for his 
employers wouldn't be welcome at Lord's, 
perhaps (9) 
27 Brad returns with a climber (5) 
28 Repeatedly speak with East European 
corrupt dialect (6-6)

DOWN 
1 Bespectacled Corin somehow finds a S. 
American flower (7) 
2 Brief moment for a lyricist? (5) 
3 Give advance payment to South African 
province before delivery (9) 
4 Non-Spanish speaker in America has to travel 
around to make a call (6) 
5 Version of Christe eleison primarily for those 
with unorthodox creed (8) 
6 Banish former huntsman out East (5) 
7 Defective hearing result of putting one in the 
wind (8) 
8 Worker is on the edge in Northern Ireland (6) 
14 Reluctant Marion undressed for seducer (8)  
16 Raised capital to support one theatre with 
production of Lear, among others (5,4) 
17 Eskimo shaman finds English king in capital 
city, decapitated (8) 
18 Commander in chief to the Queen has love 
for orator (6) 
20 Leak incomplete cross-reference (7) 
21 A mineral source extremely thin on the 
ground (6) 
23 Dance graduate leaves cake (5) 
25 A shortage? What a shame (5) 

No 2 - 
Solution on 
page 35
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Solution to Crossword Number 2

By the time you 
receive this issue, 
the Flower Show 
m a y h a v e 
happened. If so, 
we hope all our 
p r a y e r s f o r 
f a v o u r a b l e 
w e a t h e r w e r e 
answe red and 
that, if you were 

at the show, you enjoyed it.  

If, however, you are lucky enough to see 
this issue before the show, just a few 
reminders. 

Entries should have been delivered by 
8.00 pm on Wed 244h July with fees at 30p 
per entry to. If you are still in time, details 
can be found in the schedule on the web 
s i t e ( w w w. p e t t n e t . o r g . u k / l o c a l -
organisations/pett-flower-show) 

Please check out the rules, also the 
quantity and specified sizes of entries. It is 
worth taking a look at the “Hints and Tips 
for Exhibitors” in the schedule to make the 
best presentation on the day. Points in the 
collection of vegetable classes are judged 
by the RHS guidelines. 

Entries need to be displayed in the 
Marquee between 8.30 am and 10.15 am. 

Parking will be in the Gatehurst Farm field, 
entrance is through the Recreation Ground 
gate follow the track around the ground 
and through the farm gate into the field. 
Disabled parking is on the Recreation 
Ground to the left of the entrance.  

Visitors are asked not to park on the 
grass verges as th is act ion is 
dangerous for vehicles entering and 
leaving the show. 

As there has been little rain, the ground is 
very hard and dry, which is a fire hazard. 
Please be careful with cigarette ends and 
flammable objects. 

Last minute donations are very welcome at 
the books, jigsaw and toy stall, also the 
produce stalls for those items rejected as 
entries.  Cakes are gratefully received by 
the Tea tent. Bring them along on the day. 

Toilet arrangements will be as in previous 
years with one portable lavatory sited at 
the Entrance Gate. For visitors with 
disabilities the toilet in the Pavilion will be 
available. Other Pavilion facilities will be 
closed. 

Bring plenty of spending money to have a 
go at the games of chance and on the 
Raff le. There is a del icious BBQ, 
refreshing Pimms and beer as well as 
traditional tea and lovely cakes for sale. All 
to be enjoyed to the music of Sussex 
Brass.  

Always a great day for Pett village! Enjoy.

Pett Flower Show Sussex by the Sea
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European Eel by Michael Blencowe of 
the Sussex Wildlife Trust 
Alternating currents 

In August many of us migrate towards 
the sea; exchanging our familiar 
habitats for a few weeks in someplace 
sunnier and sandier. As we leave our 
county a mysterious creature, born in 
the dark depths of a distant ocean, is 
heading towards Sussex for a holiday 
of its own. 

Let me take you 3500 miles west to 
the wide Sargasso Sea, an area of the 
North Atlantic known to superstitious 
seamen (and Barry Manilow fans) as 
The Bermuda Triangle. Today the once 
mythical Sargasso is infamous for being 
the North Atlantic’s waste dump where 
surface currents deposit our non-
degradable floating flotsam.  But the 
Sargasso still holds one last mystery.  
Each year millions of transparent 
slithers, like a blizzard of tiny 
polythene leaves, rise from its depths. 
It’s almost as if the seaweed and the 
spirits of sunken sailors have merged 
with the PVC and plastic to create the 
leptocephali; the larval stage of the 
European Eel.  These see-through 
seafarers go with the flow and slowly 
drift across the North Atlantic on a 
three-year Gulf Stream cruise.    

Upon reaching Britain’s coastal waters 
their appearance changes. They are 
now wriggling transparent tubes with 
black eyes; ‘glass eels’. Riding the 
Rother, Ouse, Cuckmere, Arun and 
Adur they swim upstream. In these 
brackish waters their bodies darken; a 
tidal tan. They are now elvers.  They 
finally make it to their Sussex holiday 

homes, exchanging saltwater for 
freshwater in the myriad of streams 
and brooks that feed our county’s 
rivers. Yellow-bellied and small-eyed 
these are yellow eels and will holiday 
here for around 15 to 30 years.  But, 
as with all holidays, the day comes 
when you have to return home. In the 
depths of the eel’s mind a primeval 
urge is awakened. The Sargasso is 
calling. Their bodies harden, their eyes 
widen, their stomachs shrivel and 
yellow eels become silver eels and 
start their epic journey home. Nothing 
gets in their way. Land, traditionally 
an inconvenient barrier for a fish, does 
not stop them. On dark, wet nights the 
silver eels crawl out of the water, 
slithering snake-like across fields and 
back into the river system.   

They’ll pass Rye, Shoreham, Exceat, 
Newhaven and Littlehampton and head 
out over the great Atlantic Shelf and 
into darkness. Here’s where the silver 
eels vanish.  Exactly where they go 
and how they get there is unknown. 
Yet each year the Sargasso will 
mysteriously spawn a new cloud of 
transparent tourists hell-bent on 
holidaying in Sussex by the Sea. 

 

Sussex Wildlife Trust

Photo: European Eel by Derek Middleton 
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Quiz Nights are held every other Wednesday, at 8.30pm 
 in aid of the Royal British Legion 

Next dates: July 31, Aug 14, Aug 28

Log Fires 
Beer Garden 

Happy Hours Monday* to Thursday 4.00-6.00pm 
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Emergency Numbers:

Police, Fire, Ambulance & Coastguard 999

National Gas Emergency Service (gas leaks) 0800 111 999  

UK Power Networks (overhead power lines or loss of electricity) 105

Southern Water emergency service (leaks, blockages & pollution) 
POTHOLES 
https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/roads/maintenance

0845 278 0845 
0345 60 80 193

Emergency Services & Utilities (non-emergency numbers):

Police 101

East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service: 
  Community fire safety advice      
  Community safety (24 hour hotline)    

0800 177 7069 
0800 731 9119

South East Coast Ambulance Service 0300 1230999

Southern Water:         
   

0800 820 999 

Hospitals & Local Surgeries

NHS 111 111

Conquest Hospital 01424 755255

Eastbourne Hospital 01323 417400

Harold Road Surgery: 
  Enquiries 
  Surgery appointments 
  Village hall appointments

01424 720878 
01424 437962 
01424 728872

Guestling Surgery, Chapel Lane 01424 814332

Roebuck Surgery, Old Town Hastings 01424 420378

Council Services

Rother District Council: 
  Customer Services Contact Centre (for all services) 
  Out-of-hours emergency number

01424 787000 
01424 787868

East Sussex County Council 
  Switchboard 0345 6080190

Support Services & Charities

Samaritans (24 hour service) 08457 909090

Victim Support 0845 3030 900

Citizens Advice 1066 01424 721420

Rother District Citizens Advice 
Age UK

0800 169 6565 
01424 215055 
01424734549

Hastings Lifeline 01424 781234

St Michaels Hospice  25 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards 01424 445177

RSPCA emergency animal welfare 0300 1234 999 (24hr)

Cats Protection 01424 754328

SOME VERY USEFUL NUMBERS
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Allotments Libby Rothwell 07714 340674 libby.rothwell891@gmail.com

Badminton Anne & Paul Wadey 316209 pawadey@tiscali.co.uk.

Bowls Club Eddie Quinlan 431463       

British Legion Brian Green 812450       toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk

Cricket Club Andrew Dunlop 813368

Dance Fitness Laura Mitchell 07527 105352       lauramitchell6@sky.com

Flower Show Chair Philippa Strickland 814384       pstrickl@icloud.com

Flowerpots Abbe Whittle 07980 008347 www.facebook.com/
flowerpotsplaygroup

Pett Level 
Preservation Trust

Theresa Noutch 814370       theresanoutch@aol.com

Gardening Club Bob Harris 815151 bob.june@btopenworld.com

Pilates Annie Cuthbert 01797 225186  tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com

POPP Ann Nicholls        813043 

Pole Dancing Jane Baldwin 07403 256148 jane@mrzen.co.uk

PVH Committee Tim Rothwell 07850 469314        tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk

Short Mat Bowls Eric Butler 814869       Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk

Stoolball Janet Fuller 01303 873227

Tennis Club Stuart Ware 815197            sjw@meadowshed.co.uk

The Club Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com

Village Voices Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com

Weight Watchers Roz Webb 07718 858517           rwebb@weight-watchers.co.uk

WI Hilary Dymott 813553 hidymott@gmail.com

Yoga Class Robin Hutt 813182       robinhutt@btinternet.com  

Church Team www.fairlightandpett.com

Rector Richard Barron 01424 812799 rector@fairlightandpett.com

Retired Clergy Rev Kay Burnett, Rev David Wotton

Reader Meriel Deasy

General Information 
St Mary & St Peter, Pett  
Becoming a Friend                   Gill Plank           01424 812154 
Donations                                 Lesley Wilkins   01424 813206 
Churchyard                              Jan Marsh          01424 812737 
St Nicholas, Pett Level             Fran Rogers      01424 812964

SOCIETIES, ASSOCIATIONS & OTHER ACTIVITIES
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Mon 9.30am Flowerpots Toddlers Group VH Weekly

Mon 6.30pm Pilates VH Weekly

Mon 7.00pm Village Hall Committee; 1st Monday 
of alternative months

VH Monday 2nd September

Mon 7.30pm Village Voices MC Weekly

Tue 10.30am POPP VH Weekly

Tue 5.00pm Yoga VH Weekly

Tue 5.30pm Weight Watchers VH Weekly

Tue 7.00pm The Club (youth club) CF Weekly

Tue 7.15pm Pole Dancing VH Weekly

Tue 7.30pm Pett Parish Council; 3rd Tuesday of 
alternative months

VH Tuesday 17th September

Wed 7.00pm Dance for Fitness VH Weekly

Wed 9.30am Badminton (members only) VH Weekly

Wed 10.00am Vi l l a g e C o f f e e M o r n i n g & 
Community Library; 1st Wednesday 
of the month

VH Wednesday 7th August

Wed 12:30 Gardening Club August 14th, 2pm - Visit to 
Rye Harbour Nature Reserve

Wed 7.30pm Pe t t Women’s In s t i t u t e ; 3 rd 
Wednesday of the month

VH No WI meeting in August

Thu 9.30am Yoga VH Weekly

Thu 3 p m & 
7pm

Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr) VH Weekly

Thu 3.45pm ‘Busyart’ art/craft club CF Weekly

Fri 9.30am Badminton (members only) VH Weekly

Fri 2pm Tai Chi VH Weekly

VH Village Hall; MC Methodist Chapel; CF Clubhouse, Fairlight Rec

Every effort is made to keep this is diary up to date, but we are not always told of changes. If 
unsure you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates.

THE POST OFFICE is open between 12.30 to 3pm on Monday & Thursday at the 
Methodist Chapel. You can also buy postage stamps from Phil the Butcher.

VILLAGE DIARY

Church Services for August can be found on page 21
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Painting by Dawn Timmins for the WI Centenary Banner 

As part of the centenary celebrations, all East Sussex WIs were invited to provide a 
decorated material square to depict their respective WIs on a Centenary Banner. This is Pett 

WI’s magnificent contribution, by local artist and WI member, Dawn Timmins. The 
completed banner will eventually be on permanent display at the  

East Sussex WI Headquarters in Hailsham.


