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Dear Readers,  
Well, June was certainly a month of mixed weather wasn’t it, with rain, strong 
winds and the occasional glimpses of a much welcome sun. Hopefully, by the time 
you read this, Pett and Pett Level will be basking in long glorious summer days, 
although we were blessed with good weather for the Flower Festival on the 
weekend of the 15/16th June, which raised £2336.34. A great result and a fabulous 
team effort! 

There’s a lot to look forward to this month, with a variety of events throughout the 
village and you will find details of all of these within the the pages of this 
magazine. Don’t forget the annual Pett Flower Show on Saturday 27th July though - 
a great day out for all the family. 

Several people have said that they would appreciate a puzzle page, so I have 
included a crossword on page 33.  If this proves popular, it can become a regular 
feature. Let me know what you think. You may even like to come up with a few 
puzzles yourself! 

We would also like to expand the ‘Letters to the Editor’ pages, so please get in 
touch if you have any comments to make about life in Pett & Pett Level. It’s always 
lovely to hear from our readers. Enjoy July! 

Best wishes 
John 

THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 
Sarah Adams, Deputy Editor & Distribution, 01424 812323 
John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 or 07525032198 
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then 
we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPY 
Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten 
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and 
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, 
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole 
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither 
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless 
otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, 
announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news 
team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this 
publication.
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Dear Editor 
  
Chris and Robin Hutt wish to thank all 
friends and neighbours who generously 
supported their 9 June garden open for 
the National Garden Scheme by 
working for the day, or baking a cake, 
or simply visiting. 

167 visitors came and spent £1833 on 
entry, teas, cakes, plants etc. 

This takes the total raised so far this 
year to £4084, including amounts 
raised on 2nd May (tulip opening), and 
from 6 group visits, including 2 from 
the United States, 1 from Belgium, and 
1 from the Netherlands.  

£3307 has been sent to the National 
Gardens Scheme, which supports 
traditional nursing charities such as 
MacMillan Cancer Care and Marie Curie 
Cancer Support. £776 has been sent to 
Pett Village Hall, who kindly support 
Fairlight End by providing parking and 
toilet facilities. 

And the fundraising goes on for 
another 3 months. Fairlight End, 
together with 5 other Pett gardens, 
will open for St. Michael’s Hospice on 
25th June, and a further 9 group visits, 
including 1 from Argentina, are 
e x p e c t e d b e t w e e n n o w a n d 
September. 

Chris Hutt

Dear Editor 

I was very surprised that no letters of 
apprec ia t ion fo r Chr i s Sa in t ’s 
contribution to Pett village life, after 
his defeat in the local District 
elections, was recorded in the Village 
News last month. Regardless of one’s 
politics there should always be an 
acknowledgement of service to the 
Village and, as a former Parish 
Councillor, I know only too well the 
time and effort required in being 
involved in Parish and District Council 
business. 

I believe Pett and Rother owe a debt of 
gratitude to Chris for his contribution 
over the past four years. 

Your sincerely  

Rod Rolfe

Letters to the Editor

Saturday 20th July 2019 
at 7pm  

St Laurence Church, Guestling 

Songs on a Summer’s 
Evening  

concert, featuring Cantabile with Liz 
Bryson Richard Eldridge and Kate 

Rogers. 

Concert in memory of Molly 
Townson.  

Tickets £10 each /£8 concessions/ 
free for under 16s - available on the 

door. 
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The new council met in May. Its first 
tasks were to elect a chairman and 
vice-chairman for the next twelve 
months. Alan Crouch was re-elected as 
vice-chair and I was re-elected as chair. 
There were a lso var ious other 
formalities to complete. For some 
reason, councillors still have to sign to 
say that they agree to receive council 
notifications by email; this does seem a 
little outdated, but that’s what the 
rules say. Representatives to other 
bodies such as the Village Hall 
Management Committee and Rother 
Association of Local Councils (RALC) 
were also  appointed. The council also 
agreed to continue to meet every other 
month, although this will be reviewed 
in six months. 

One other, slightly controversial, issue 
was discussed. It was necessary to pass 
a resolution to allow me to write these 
reports and, if necessary, allow 
Councillors Mike Wilkins and Tim 
Rothwell to write on behalf of the 
council. Officially by default only the 
Clerk is allowed to do so. However, I 
can assure parishioners that none of us 
will write things that are not the 
considered view of the council as 
whole. 

The council was pleased to welcome 
the new district councillor, Andrew 
Mier. As a corollary, thanks were 
extended to Chris Saint for all his work 
for the village in the last four years in 
his role as district councillor. I would 
like to add my personal thanks to Chris 
as he has been very helpful to me in my 
role as Chair. 

Although there has been an apparent 
hiatus as a result of the election, 
council activities have continued. 
These have inc luded, as ever, 
consideration of planning issues. In this 
context, it should be noted that a new 
p lann ing app l i ca t ion has been 
submitted for The Smuggler at Pett 
Level. Details can be accessed at the 
Rother Planning Portal; the reference 
number is RR/2019/1336/P  . The 
council will be holding an extraordinary 
meeting in early July to discuss this. 
Watch out for the date. As always, 
members of the public are welcome to 
attend and present their views. 

There have also been issues regarding 
the Recreation Field. A solution has 
been found, we hope, to the water 
leak under the cricket field, by sharing 
the pavilion supply with the Bowls Club 
supply. This only leaves the issue of 
watering the cricket square to be 
resolved. 

Finally, we have a new village sign; see 
the photograph below. It has taken 
some time to realise this, but the 
council hopes that the new sign will 
improve the image of the village for 
those who arrive from Guestling.

PETT Parish Council by David Penfold

6



In the last few months there has been a noticeable and regrettable increase in 
crime-related incidents in Pett and Pett Level. These include thefts of motor 
vehicles, tools and ornaments etc stolen from gardens, break-ins, sheep killed by 
dogs, unwanted cold-callers, and suspicious individuals being seen.  

This development has led to calls from some in the community for the 
establishment of a Neighbourhood Watch. The issue was discussed at the meeting 
of the Pett Parish Council at its meeting on 21 May. Whilst sharing the concerns of 
those who would like to see a Neighbourhood Watch in Pett and Pett Level, the 
Council recognised that this would take a considerable amount of organisation and 
would need enthusiastic individuals to lead it.  

The Council noted that the Parish Council’s Pett Facebook page (which now has 150 
members, a number that grows on a weekly basis) and the Pett on the Net website 
already carry details about some of these incidents. The Facebook page and 
website are a quick and an effective way of alerting the community to problems. 
The Council thought it would be useful to encourage the use of the Facebook page 
and website as vehicles for reporting incidents. In doing so, the Council noted that 
the current protocols published on the Facebook page should apply to the 
arrangement. These are: 

1. The Facebook page for residents of Pett, Pett Level and the surrounding area. It 
complements the Pett on the Net website – www.pettnet.org.uk. It is a great 
place to share photos (old and new), local stories and events, up to date 
information, lost and found etc. The rules are: 

a. No personal attacks on other members, aggression or bad language - 
Please! No political posts 

b. Any posts that are considered inappropriate will be deleted by the 
administrators 

2. To reflect the use of the forums for reporting and sharing information on 
incidents, the following will be added to the protocols: 

a. Facebook and the Pett on the Net website are an effective way of 
informing members of the community about possible criminal activity. In 
reporting and exchanging information on incidents, possible criminal acts 
etc, those posting should remember that where appropriate the Police 
should be informed immediately and their advice taken, and care must be 
taken not to libel individuals, or name suspects without the agreement of 
the Police. If you want further advice on the appropriateness of a post etc, 
please contact the Facebook Administrator and Pett on the Net website 
manager Tim Rothwell – 07850 469314; tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk 

b. If you prefer, you can contact Tim Rothwell and he will be happy to put 
your post on Facebook and/or Pett on the Net.

Sharing information on incidents in Pett & Pett Level
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Pett, Fairlight and 
Guestling  

Community  
Speed Watch 

We are looking for volunteers for 
Pett.  

If you can spare the odd hour and 
would like to help remind drivers to 

keep within the speed limit 
please contact Liz Green at:- 
liz.green139@hotmail.com

Pett Level Preservation Trust 
SUMMER GARDEN PARTY 2019 

Saturday 17th August at 1pm 
Dower House, off Pett Level Rd TN35 4EE 

(Near Chick Hill Junction) 

Members £12.50, Non-members £15.00 Incl. lunch & glass of fizz 

Pay Bar & Music. No dogs 

Tickets: call Zana on 07768905489
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Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat

Summer’s here at last and at the Pett 
Level Independent Rescue Boat we 
kicked off the season in style with our 
2019 Open Day.  

As our main fundraiser, this involved a 
lot of hard work from all of the team 
and we’re always anxious for it to be 
successful. This year turned out to be 
astounding, with a not-quite-final total 
of £2682.08 for 2019! As everyone will 
remember, last year’s event was badly 
affected by the weather, but this year 
we enjoyed the happy combination of 
s u n s h i n e ( m o s t l y ) a n d l o t s o f 
marvellous, generous visitors. As such, 
we’ve decided that we’re going to stick 
with May for next year too, so please 
save Sunday 24th May 2020 as a date for 
your diaries. 

We’d like to take this 
opportunity to say a 
b i g t h a n k y o u t o 
r e s i d e n t s a n d 
businesses from all 
around the local Pett 
area who supported us 
in all of the ways 
possible - whether by 
attending, donating or 
giving us items and 
vouchers to use for our 
Grand Raffle prizes - 
your support makes a 
real difference to us 
a n d i t ’ s m u c h 
appreciated. 

Now we’re in July, ‘normal’ routines are 
resumed, with training and ongoing 
maintenance of our vehicles and vessels 
being a priority. With the summer 
holidays and ‘inflatables’ weather upon 
us, we’re of course also staying extra 
vigilant for issues offshore. Additionally, 
we’ve been visited by Border Force 
security teams due to an increased 
number of small boats and vessels 
crossing the channel and landing 
illegally around the local area recently. 
Ongoing training includes preparing to 
r e s p o n d t o s u c h s i t u a t i o n s i n 
conjunction with other local services 
colleagues including local Border Force, 
C o a s t g u a r d s , R N L I a n d Ro t h e r 
Responders. 

Donation of cheque to Helm Isaac Dyer and PLIRB Chair, Fiona 
Johnson
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'Cat on Canal Bank' by Esme, aged 5 and the winner of this year's Pett Level Preservation Trust 
postcard design competition. The postcards will be on sale for £1 at the beach club and other 
village venues over the summer months. 2020 competition details will be announce in the New 

Year. All proceeds to the Pett Level Preservation Trust.  

Coming up this month, we have further 
First Aid training for crew, as first aid is 
a vital part of what we do. Further 
training is very timely as recent 
assistance given down at the boathouse 
has included First Aid for injuries 
sustained on the beach, including 
broken limbs. Once this upcoming 
session is completed, the majority of 
our base and boat crews will be 
qualified first aiders. But of course 
we’re not stopping there; we aim to 
extend this by running some further 
first aid practice in conjunction with 
l o c a l v o l u n t e e r s f r o m Ro t h e r 
Responders. 

Because of course, as these slips on 
rocks and falls off groynes show, the 
beautiful beach here can also be very 
hazardous - whether it’s fine weather 
or foul, high tide or low. Please take 
care out there, and stay beach aware. 
Thank you again too for your support, 
from all of us here at Pett Level 
Independent Rescue Boat. 

Please stay in contact with us across the 
m o n t h t h r o u g h o u r w e b s i t e - 
www.plirb.com. If you prefer social 
media, please find us on Twitter 
@ P L I R B R e s c u e a n d F a c e b o o k 
@PettLevelRescueBoat.

Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
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On the Beach at Pett Level

Hi All, 

Well, since our last newsletter we have seen a few changes at the Club. Helen has 
been redecorating the bar, and what a wonderful job she has done so far, and there 
is more to come, so watch out! 

The new look bar was just right for the Celebration of World Gin Day on Saturday 
night, 8 June. A very BIG thank you to everyone who came along to enjoy our Gin 
Day. A “GINtastic” afternoon and evening was had by all! 

We have had a wonderful acoustic Sunday afternoon’s entertainment from Logan 
Wilson and Matt Novis. This was followed by some good old roll n’ roll on a Saturday 
night in the company of Something Else. 

Our Happy Hours offers continue, with £1 off all cask beers, keg lagers and large 
glasses of wine, 5pm to 7pm weekdays only.   

Forthcoming events: 

• Sunday 14th July :  LIVE MUSIC from STONE JUNCTION - 3pm  
• Sunday 28th July :  LIVE MUSIC from GHOST RIDERS – 3pm 

Our regular event dates for July: 

Quiz Night             Every Monday evening   8pm start. 
Happy Hours           Monday to Friday  5pm to 7pm.  
Guest Ales               £2.50 a pint NEW Monday to Friday (lunchtimes & after 7pm) 
Free Pool                 Every Wednesday evening  6.30pm onwards 
Bingo    Thursdays, 4th & 18th July.  Eyes down at 7.30pm  
£5 Curry/Chilli Night  Bingo Nights only 

Please come and join us for Sunday lunch, served from 12 noon every weekend, or 
just good old fish and chips. For full kitchen opening times please look at the Club’s 
website.  

As always, we look forward to seeing you all soon. 

The Committee     
info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk        
01424 812080
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My Garden Blog by Gill Plank 

I have had a somewhat tricky few 
weeks this month. On my return from 
holiday in the last week of May I 
found there had been very little rain 
over the two and a half weeks I had 
been away. Lovely neighbours had 
watered the vegetables and young 
plants but there is nothing like a large 
dose of real rain is there? The rain 
continued to be absent so I was well 
into watering until the last day of the 
drought when I got tangled up in the 
hose pipe (whilst wearing flip flops) 
and managed to break my big toe. 
After x-rays confirmed this and I was 
told to 'rest and elevate' for 4-6 weeks 
I felt very disgruntled. However a 
silver lining was that the rain came 
down with a vengeance and for the 
week so far that I have been unable 
to do much gardening it has continued 
to fall. I am ecstatic about that as I 
am relieved of the burden of watering 
for a while yet. 

In the meantime broad beans are now 
ready, as are lettuce and kale. Peas 
are flowering, onions are looking very 
good and the potatoes have flowers so 
should be ready soon. I managed to 
tackle the weeds before becoming 
incapacitated but they are shooting 
up really well again. The ground is 
ready for a lot of work but I will be 
patient and do only a little each day. 
Tomatoes and peppers in the 
greenhouse are producing little fruits 
but beetroot and carrots are a long 
way from maturing. 

The blue tits and great tits have 
fledged and are busy demanding food 
from their frazzled-looking parents. 
My robin lets me know if his food 
source has dried up by sitting on 
fence posts and shouting until feeders 
are replenished. I am still seeing quite 
a lot of jay activity and the magpie 
family are noisily leaping about on the 
bird feeders to tip the contents onto 
the ground. A local herring gull has 
taken to tapping on the patio doors. I 
don't feed it but if the ducks are given 
food it joins in the fun and seems a 
lot more intelligent about the source 
of the food. 

Fortunately the cats have not caught 
any birds, they are much more 
interested in shrews and rabbits, 
although Mango will take a run at the 
gull when he becomes annoyed by the 
noise.                       /Continued on page 17
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/Continued from page 15 
There are flowers on the lilies in the 
pond and that makes me very happy 
as they were new last year and 
produced very few. I am also 
delighted that the new netting 
(which has to be there because of 
herons, ducks and moorhens) has a 
gauge large enough to a l low 
damselflies into the pond. I also love 
watching the broad-bodied chaser 
( l ibellula depressa), a stubby 
d ragonf l y/dar te r w i th 3 - inch 
wingspan. The male is bright blue 
and stakes the pond out, sitting on 
top of a tall leaf and regularly 
buzzing over the surface waiting for a 
female to pass by. She is yellow and 
when she turns up there is much 

zooming around in high excitement. 
We have always called him Mr Blue 
Buzz because that is what he is and 
does! If there happens to be two 
males that is very exciting, it is like 
pistols at dawn. 

The wea the r a lway s c r ea te s 
challenges and this spell of chilliness 
is not helping anything much. I am 
hoping for great progress by the end 
of the month.

My Garden Blog by Gill Plank 

NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB 
We have fished one more competition since the last edition. Seventeen anglers 
took part which is a very good turnout but the fishing was very slow for the time 
of year as the weights returned will show. Mark Farley was the winner once 
again with an overall weight of 6lb 4oz. In second spot was Mark Wright with a 
total of 5lb 15oz and third was Pete Drew with 5lb 7oz. Mick Goswell recorded a 
dab of 11oz so that is the standard set for the rest of the members to try to 
beat. Dabs have really declined over the years.  

I can remember back in the 70s and 80s when you could drop down three hooks 
and more often than not you would pull up two or even three dabs every time. 
If you get a chance to look at the dab cup in our cabinet you will see that it was 
usually won with a fish of 1lb 4oz or more. Our last competition should have 
been fished on the 2nd of June but was cancelled due to the weather. Hopefully 
we will be able to get to sea on Sunday 23rd. (Off at 08.30 and back at 14.30.) 
that's half past two in case Captain Mainwaring is reading the magazine.  

Well that's all for this month so tight lines and stay safe. 

Pete Drew (Chairman)
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PETT AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
PETT FLOWER SHOW & FAYRE 

Saturday 27th July 2019 

It comes around so quickly. We finally have had some rain to encourage the crops to 
grow and nurture fantastic entries in the flower, fruit and vegetable classes. 

If you are not a gardener, take a look at the other classes in Home Produce and 
Crafts. The Apple Cake recipe is very tasty, always a popular class. We also hope to 
see many entries in the model-making classes, which were new last year. 

Having enjoyed the wonderful Flower Festival in St Mary’s and St Peter’s Church in 
June, we have hopes of excellent displays in the Floral Art classes. All those cups to 
be won.  

Check out the schedule on the Village website: www.pettnet.org.uk/local-
organisations/pett-flower-show. 

Please can last year’s successful cup winners, return them by Friday 5th July to 
our Hon Sec. Louise Bowles, Fairholme, Pett Road, Pett TN35 4HE; Phone 812296, 
email lou.bowles192@gmail.com. 

We are always incredible grateful for donations to the stalls:  

• The Tombola, Bottle Stall and Raffle are delighted to receive donations ahead 
of the day. They can be dropped off with any Committee Member, please see 
the back of the schedule. 

• Books and toys. Always a popular pitch, so please bring them along on the day. 

• Also, on the day, cakes for the Tea Room and the Produce Stall, where all those 
spare fruits and vegetables not worthy of entry can be sold along with pickles 
and preserves. 

We shall also have concessions stalls from local businesses and groups. There are still 
some spaces on the site plan, so if anyone is interested, please contact Hon. Sec. 
Louise Bowles as above.  

On the practical front, the parking arrangements will be as last year with a two-way 
traffic system around the Recreation Ground to the Gatehurst Farm field.  

The Show does not charge for parking, so all visitors are asked to use the area and 
not to park on the verges outside the Recreation Field as this can restrict vision at 
the main gate. 

The toilet arrangements will be as last year with one Portaloo by the gate and the 
disabled facility available in the Pavilion.  

The Committee are working hard to make the show a great day for the village. 
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN, by Su Fleigh                                                                           

Rhubarb, Rhubarb, Rhubarb………… 

EASY PEASY RHUBARB TRIFLE 

If you’re short on time, you can whip up this pudding in a trice.  The booze 
punches up the rhubarb.   Although on the rich side, it is totally delicious and 
can be assembled up to a day in advance.  It’s a useful pudding to serve if 
you’re having a Barbecue.  
  
1 ½ lbs Rhubarb, cut into 3/4in (2cm) pieces                                     
200g Sugar + 2 tablespoons 
2 tablespoons Cointreau or Triple Sec 
1 tablespoon Brandy or Cognac 
1 tablespoon Campari (optional) 
250g Mascarpone 
250g Crème Fraiche 
1 teaspoon grated Orange zest 
About 20 Sponge Fingers 

Step 1) 
Heat oven to 375 degrees.  In an ovenproof dish, combine rhubarb and sugar 
(reserving the 2 tablespoons sugar) and bake, uncovered, for about 30mins, until 
rhubarb is softened and submerged in syrup.  Drain rhubarb in a sieve/colander 
over a saucepan, reserving the syrup.  Set rhubarb aside to cool. 

Step 2) 
Place saucepan over medium-high heat.  Add Cointreau and Campari and simmer 
until syrup has reduced to about ½ a cup.  Stir in brandy. 

Step 3) 
Put mascarpone and crème fraiche in a bowl.  Add orange zest and the remaining 2 
tablespoons of sugar.  Whisk briefly to incorporate. 

Step 4) 
Assemble the trifle:  Line the bottom of an 8in or 9in glass or ceramic dish with the 
sponge fingers.  Break some, if necessary, to make the first layer to fit the dish.  
Spoon half the syrup evenly over the sponge fingers.  Top with half of the cooked 
rhubarb, spreading it flat to the edges of dish.  Spread half of the mascarpone 
mixture over rhubarb.  Make another layer with the sponge fingers and spoon 
remaining syrup over them.  Spread remaining rhubarb on top and top with the 
remaining mascarpone mixture.  Cover with clingfilm and refrigerate for 2 hours or 
up to a day. 

Decorate with rose petals, if desired – organic, of course! 
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Sea Sunday - 14th July 2019, 10.30am 
The 2019 Sea Sunday service will be held at Pett Level. As usual, we will be joined by 
congregations from the Methodist Chapel, Guestling, and Fairlight. Guestling School 
will also be taking part. As in previous years, there will be a collection for The 
Missions to Seafarers, who do so much for sailors world-wide. 

Please join us - bring a garden chair and a sun hat - hopefully! Refreshments will be 
served thanks to the Rescue Boat Crew. The Rescue Boat will also be blessed. 

Church Services 
July 7th   9.30am Holy Communion, Pett,  Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy 

July 14th    10.30am  Sea Sunday, Pett Level - see above 

July 21st    8.00am  BCP Holy Communion, Pett Level 

July 28th    9.30am  Holy Communion, Pett 

August 4th   9.30am  Holy Communion, Pett,  Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy 

Church News

We had our say!  (Well, some of us 
did) 

The open meeting, which I mentioned 
in the previous magazine duly took 
p lace.  Revd. R ichard Bar ron 
summarized the financial situation of 
Pett Church and of this Diocese of 
Chichester.  Pett is currently in a united 
benefice with Fairlight and together 
pay considerably less to the Diocese 
than our costs.  And so, the Diocese has 
to make up the difference. 

Financially, it would help if more 
people attended church services and so 
we discussed why people do not come 
to church. 

All this means that it is unlikely that we 
will have a full-time priest when 
Richard retires.  So, when we are 
thinking about the future of Pett 
Church, we need to consider what 

alternatives there may be.  One 
possibility is that we join with other 
parishes in order to share the costs of a 
full-time priest.  This might well mean 
sharing services. 

We discussed the possibility of entering 
into such an arrangement with 
Guestling.  The idea would be that we 
would go to Guestling Church every 
other Sunday.  We agreed to explore 
this possibility.  The feeling was that we 
in Pett would find such co-operation 
with Guestling much easier than with 
Fairlight (for all sorts of reasons, 
including geographical limitations). 

One thing you can be sure about in the 
Church of England is that nothing will 
happen quickly and so we will certainly 
not be rushed into decision-making! 

Angela Hawksley 
Churchwarden
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Rector’s Rumination's 

Good News! 

When Aaron was 15, he began to talk to 
Satan.  ‘It just felt as if he and I had a 
partnership’, said Aaron.  It was during 
this time that Aaron would have 
nightmares and on one occasion he 
woke up with Satan at the end of his 
bed.  Satan told him that he would pass 
his exams and then die.  However, after 
Aaron had finished his exams life 
continued as normal, ‘I came to realise 
that Satan was a liar,’ he said. 

One summer, hoping to meet some nice 
girls, Aaron went to a Christian 
Festival.  At the festival a man offered 
to pray for him and during that prayer 
Aaron felt a huge sense of peace 
flooding his body.  What he experienced 

was more powerful and liberating than 
anything he had gained from Satan.  
The man told Aaron that God had a 
purpose for his life and Satan was a liar.  
That description of Satan was echoed 
by Jesus who once said, ‘Satan is a liar 
and the father of lies’ (John’s gospel 
chapter 8 verse 44).  Aaron turned from 
Satanism and put his trust in Jesus.  He 
is now a minister in an urban area, 
sharing the difference that Jesus makes 
to our lives. 

Once again this summer, many Christian 
camps and festivals will take place. 
People of all ages will hear about Jesus 
and discover the peace and purpose 
that He gives. One by one, quietly yet 
powerfully God is changing lives for the 
better. Now isn’t that good news? 

Rector Richard Barron 

Church News

Mugs…we need Mugs! 
At St Nicholas, Pett Level we are trying to 
do our bit at recycling by NOT using 
Styrofoam cups for teas and coffees. 
However, visitors seem to like taking a 
souvenir away. Either that or they leave 
them on the beach! 

May I ask your readers to go through their 
mugs for old mismatched ones and drop 
them either at Pett Church or down in St 
Nicholas. The environment thanks you! 

Fran Rogers

Solution to Crossword on page 33
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PETT WI Report by Belinda Wood
Our 8th Pett Big Village Lunch on 
Sunday 2nd June gave us the 
opportunity to get together with 
fr iends o ld and new over our 
community lunch and very popular 
feast of puddings table!   Although not 
as well attended as previous years 
attendees all seemed to have a good 
time.   The icing on the cake this year 
was the performance by Sammy-Lou 
(Samantha Hallam) who had put 
together for us a perfectly-pitched and 
suitable set-list which she delighted us 
with.   Her naturally warm bubbly 
personality put everyone at ease.   If 
you are interested in engaging Sammy-
Lou for your own event she comes 
thoroughly recommended and can be 
contacted via her Facebook (where 
you can see her sing too) or by email 
at sammylouhallam@googlemail.com  
   As a result of this community event 
we raised over £400 and I'll report 
back next month how we plan to share 
this amongst local organisations.    

Putting these events on takes a lot of 
planning and effort and although it's 
always dangerous to name names for 
fear of missing people out but I must 
give my sincerest thanks to my fellow 
committee members and in particular 
Sara Dann and Jane Sweaney, together 
with helpers Pam Burgess, Wendy 
Burgess, Phillipa Strickland, Lin Benn, 
Betty Harknett, Trish Walker, Sharon 
Sellens, Marjorie Atherden, Amanda 
Dellar.   Also I must not forget to thank 
the hubsters, Gordon, Ray, and Dave 
who helped with the hall preparation 
and did things with stepladders and 
bunting that made me feel quite 
dizzy!   And all those that pitched in 
and helped clear away on the day too!   

Warmest thanks to members who 
kindly made the delicious puds!   We 
are very grateful to  Heringtons 
Solicitors, The Royal Oak Pett, Tic Toc 
Ha i rdressers , North iam Denta l 
Practice, Concepts of Rye, Paiwa Loves 
Nails, Alison’s Aloe, Phil and Eve 
Button and many WI members kindly 
giving us prizes and cash donations.  
Thanks also to Pett Butchers and the 
Tic Tocory for helping us with advance 
ticket sales.   

Las t month ' s meet ing speaker 
was  Trudy Smith of the Chain Lane 
Cake Company in Battle. Trudy spoke 
to us about her passion for cake 
decorating and how she turned this 
into a business.   She also showed an 
incredible range of the cakes she has 
made f o r f am i l y, c l i en t s and 
competitions. We then split into two 
g r o u p s s o t h a t Tr u d y c o u l d 
demons t r a te s ome deco ra t i ng 
techniques to half of the company 
wh i le the o ther ha l f en joyed 
refreshments including the entries in 
the apple pie making competition.  
The two groups changed places later in 
the evening.   Increasingly we are 
finding members appreciate the 
opportunity to move around during our 
two hour monthly meetings and have 
the opportunity to get to know each 
other better.   To me this is one of the 
best things about being involved with 
the WI - as well as the chance to learn 
and better understand wider issues, be 
inspired to try new things and help 
with community-led projects - plus the 
cake (and wine) of course!  
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So much going at the moment! I 
attended the National WI Annual 
Meeting held in Bournemouth in May 
as a link delegate representing not 
just Pett, but also Brede, Westfield 
and Ore/Hastings WIs too.   It was my 
first experience at this annual 
meeting at which 4,000 WI members 
w e r e p r e s e n t a t t h e v a s t 
Bournemouth International Centre.  
The meeting consisted of a mix of 
g e n e r a l A G M - t y p e b u s i n e s s , 
informative speakers, and also gave 
us the opportunity to listen to the 
resolutions that we were being asked 
to vote on namely the decline in the 
local bus service and ways to 
turnaround the fall in women taking 
up the chance to attend their cervical 
screening appointments.   As you 
might imagine there were many 
strong and emotive opinions shared.  
Both resolutions were passed and so 
the WI will now look at how these two 
new mandates can be worked on 
nationally.   

At the time of going to press for the 
Parish News our June meeting has not 
taken place and so anyone reading 
this via Pett on the Net if you are 
interested in becoming a member of 
your local WI come along on 
Wednesday 19th to Pett Village Hall 
between 7 and 7.30pm where we will 
then be walking the short distance to 
friendly neighbours at Breanross for a 
visit of their beautiful garden.   After 
this we will return to the Hall for 
Pimm's and other refreshments and 
finish with the regular part of our 
meeting.   

On Saturday 6th July some Pett WI 
members, together with those from 
many of the other 100 WIs in East 
Sussex, will come together at a very 
special garden party to be held at 
Fairlight Hall.   The occasion is to 
mark our East Sussex Federation's 
centenary year.   Pett WI are helping 
provide cakes for the event and some 
of us have volunteered to help too.  
Members can expect house and 
garden tours, live entertainment, 
Pimm's & bar tent, some interesting 
trader stalls for a little optional 
shopping, and hands-on craft 
opportunities too.   Let's just hope for 
the sunshine now!  

A Kirigami workshop due to take place 
at Pett Village Hall on Saturday 13th 
July is currently under-subscribed and 
will not go ahead unless more people 
sign up for it - so if you have been 
meaning to book please get in touch 
with either Secretary Jane or myself 
and we will email you an application 
form for you to send off to our local 
federation who are organising this 
event for us.  Kirigami is the Japanese 
art of cutting and folding paper. This 
workshop is for all levels of expertise. 
Ben Courtney will help you make up 
to five projects to take home.   This 
event is open to all by the way -   WI 
members pay £25 and non-members 
£30. 

/Continued on page 29 

PETT WI Report
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We look forward to a meeting with a 
difference on Wednesday 17th July as 
we converge at the New Beach Club 
(watch out Beach Club members we're 
coming and may even entertain you 
with a rousing rendition of Jerusalem!) 
enabling us to incorporate a beach 
clean overseen by Pett WI friend and 
previous meeting speaker Andy 
Dinsdale. We then return to the club 
for due refreshment and socialising.  
  
On Saturday 27th July many of us will 
be participating/attending at the Pett 
Flower Show - so if you see any of the 
stallholders or tea tent ladies sporting 
a sunflower, WI badge or apron do say 
hello!   And please show your support 
for this annual summer time special 
event!   

We have no formal meeting in August 
but we are planning a get-together 
nonetheless and more next month on 
that.  

Contact us at pettwi@outlook.com or 
our social media pages to find out 
about being a part of our WI.   Also as 
we start to consider our Annual 
Programme for 2020 please contact us 
if you have an interest/skill that you 
think would make a worthy talk for one 
of our meetings.   We'd love to hear 
from you! 

Belinda Wood 
President, Pett WI

PETT WI Report - continued from page 27

14th - 28th September 2019
48th Annual Festival  |  ryeartsfestival.org.uk
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY

Yesterday I saw two swifts.  It is only 
the second time I have seen swifts this 
year, the worst year since we moved 
here.  Swifts are in serious decline as 
highlighted on BBC’s Springwatch 
recently.  They suggested that part of 
the reason for the lack of swifts this 
year has been bad weather in Spain that 
has delayed or interrupted their 
migration.  Another reason for their 
decline is the dramatic decline in the 
number of insects.  Swifts feed 
exclusively on flying insects and stay on 
the wing throughout their lives except 
for brief periods to mate and nest.  
Martins and swallows also feed on the 
wing, but they do land to roost as well 
as to nest and mate.  Their ability to 
land may also allow them to pick off 
crawling insects to supplement their 
diet, something swifts cannot do as they 
have no claws that would enable them 
to grip a perch.  Another difference is 
that swifts tend to fly much higher than 
swallows or martins when they feed but 
it’s debatable whether that is a factor 
in their decline or not.  It 
will be a sad summer when 
swifts no longer reach the 
UK, and that summer 
doesn’t seem that far away. 

I found out something 
interesting about the bee-
wolf (Philanthus 
triangulum) recently.  The 
bee-wolf is a solitary wasp – 
solitary because it doesn’t 
form a colony like the more 
familiar social wasps that 
will ruin your picnic – and is 
one of a group called digger 
wasps.  It digs a long burrow 

in soft sandy soil and will dig brood 
chambers at intervals along the burrow.  
It then goes out and catches honeybees 
which it paralyzes with its sting and 
then carries the bee back to its burrow.  
It will do that three or four times for 
each chamber and will then lay a single 
egg in each chamber.  Note that the 
honeybees are only paralyzed, not dead 
because they stay fresher like that.  The 
egg then hatches and the larva feeds on 
the paralyzed honeybees – yes, it’s 
gruesome!  It has been estimated that a 
typical beewolf burrow will contain up 
to a hundred honeybees. 

I have been reading about the 
relationships between insects and 
bacteria recently and how insects use 
bacteria to aid digestion, and about 
how bacteria affect the behaviour of 
insects.  The interesting thing about the 
bee-wolf is that it can exude a white 
paste from its antennae which contains 
a particular strain of bacteria. 
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The bee-wolf daubs this paste onto the roof of the burrow.  This has two purposes – 
firstly, it shows which way is out when the next generation emerges from their 
chambers the following year, and secondly, it passes on that same strain of bacteria 
to the next generation for daubing on to their burrows.  Bee-wolves are active 
from July to September and should you wish to see them in action, I can 
recommend the RSPB Nature Reserve at Dungeness.  There is an area of sandy soil 
on the right of the track about 50 yards before the visitor’s centre where you can 
see bee-wolves carrying their prey to their burrows and you can marvel at their 
strength and their gruesome lifestyle.  Don’t worry about being stung – they are 
only interested in bees. 

Incidentally, the bee-wolf used to be a rarity in Britain until the late 1980’s.  They 
have since expanded their range considerably and are now commonly seen 
throughout the south and east of the country.  They are common in continental 
Europe and are known to expand their range during long hot summers.  I guess I 
could bang on about global warming now but I won’t – maybe next month. 

As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will 
probably have a photo of a bee-wolf.

NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY

Happy Reflections on our 
Medley in May 

What a welcome joyful respite from all 
the political bickering it was!  Lots and 
lots of thanks are due to all the 
performers in the concert at Pett 
Church on 18th May.   

The Village Choir started the concert 
with that song which so well illustrates 
the feelings of many of us: “Those 
were the days”.  They also sang “Right 
said Fred”.  There was audience 
participation when we all joined in 
singing ‘Molly Malone’ and ‘When the 
Saints go Marching In’. 

Kate Lewis played classical guitar, and 
Ian Morson from the Stables Theatre 
read two poems and Carol Shortman 
also read to us. Amy Godfrey impressed 

us all with her singing and was 
accompanied by her husband. Keith 
Miller’s singing is always a treat, as was 
Roland Friday’s playing.  
How fortunate we are to have such 
talent available to us locally! 

Emma Hawksley and Axyl Brown came 
from further afield.  Emma played a 
modern piano piece, ‘The River Flows 
in You’, which was delightful as was 
Axyl’s traditional Russian violin piece, 
called ‘Black Eyes’. 

Thank you also, to all who bought 
tickets and all who coped with the 
catering.  £330 was raised towards the 
Steeple Fund. 

Angela Hawksley 
Churchwarden
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ACROSS 
1 Rush around in old car, to find escaped 
criminal in Oz (10) 
7 A disease singular to sponge (4) 
9 English is almost never spoken poetically 
in Telford, for example (8) 
10 Rotter is in modern art emporium (6) 
11 Copper into Turner gets depression (6) 
12 I am unpretentious? No (8) 
13 Clothe with part of a corset (4) 
15 Get mean about bird call (10) 
18 Monster horribly present on the waves 
(3,7) 
20 Who should really have written Diary of 
a Nobody? (4) 
21 See 4 
24 Enjoy the flavour (6) 
26 Composer of Semiramide and La Mer? No 
(6) 
27 As were the leftovers a man ate, being 
overdrawn? (8) 
28 Scolded infant without a trace of 
leniency (4) 
29 4,21's Mount is irregular cube next to a 
generation symbol (missing centrepiece) 
(10) 

  
DOWN 
2 Auntie hit boiling asphalt (9) 
3 Told of journey to university to find poem (5) 
4,21 The king of 7, this general axed threat 
strategically (9,3,5) 
5 Not,we hear, a problem for 4,21 (7) 
6 Province is to take up weapons again, 
changing sides (5) 
7 4,21's country; a wine capital erected around 
the last stages of 300 (as it's written) (9) 
8 Aeolian and Doric, say, in 12 (5) 
14 Quarrelled in Hell over a sin (9) 
16 Outside port finally, make fast a vessel – one 
that's engine driven (5,4) 
17 Some garment to stitch, it's said – or more 
than one (9) 
19 One goes into troubled centre, having some 
guts (7) 
22 Man 'as old Erica (5) 
23 Residential area in upwardly mobile part of 
Bruxelles (5) 
25 Student priest in Guanaco (5)

Pett Puzzle Corner

Crossword set 
by Alberich 
and printed 
with 
permission
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House mar t in s by M ichae l 
Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife 
Trust 

The building blocks of summer 

My summer is built from screams, cries, 
chatters and warbles. Walking around 
the Sussex countryside I’m always 
soaking up the sounds of migrant birds 
returning back home from their winter 
south of the Sahara. Each voice offers a 
familiar reassurance to me. Only when 
everything is back in its place can my 
summer begin.  

One of the top tunes in my summer 
soundtrack is the sweet, bubbling 
t w i t t e r o f t h e h o u s e m a r t i n . 
Shakespeare loved that sound too. To 
him they were ‘the guest of summer’. 
From Macbeth’s castle to cathedrals, 
country cottages and urban terraces 
these birds have historically been linked 
to our homes. They’re as much of a 
feature of English architecture as the 
clay, bricks and uPVC they build their 
nests against.    

House martins are surveyors, architects, 
bricklayers, decorators and homeowners 
rolled into one 19g two-tone ball of 
feathers. Give them a building site of a 
vertical surface under an overhang and 
they’ll get to work. Each lumpy half-
dome home, tucked snug under the 
eaves, is made of 1000 tiny mouthfuls of 
muddy bricks carried from the edge of a 
nearby puddle or stream.   The birds 
construct each nest over 10 days, finally 
lining it with feathers to make it snug. 
They don’t always build a brand new 
nest; if they find a fixer-upper they’ll 
renovate.  

House martins are stereotypical 
builders. They constantly communicate 

with chirpy chatter, call down from the 
roof-tops and while they’re bent over 
building they reveal their pale rump. 
This white builder’s bum is a way of 
identifying the bird from that other 
summer eaves-dweller, the swallow.  

They’ve shared our homes throughout 
history but their numbers have suffered 
a massive decline in England with a 
worrying 18% nosedive over the past 
decade. Aerial insect food and changing 
weather patterns here, in Africa and on 
migration routes in between have had 
an effect. This loss should strike deep in 
the heart of every Sussex resident 
because our county’s flag is made of six 
proud martlets.   Martlet means ‘little 
martin’ but this heraldic bird may also 
represent the swift; that screaming 
summer visitor whose numbers are also 
in decline.  

Either way you should consider yourself 
blessed if you are one of the lucky 
people who share your house with these 
incredible birds. Let’s hope our county’s 
martlets and our county flag are flying 
proudly under blue Sussex skies this 
July.  

Photo credit: Roger Wilmshurst, Sussex Wildlife Trust 

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring 
for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.  Founded 
in 1961, we have worked with local people for over 

half a century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.   
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk 
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Emergency Numbers:

Police, Fire, Ambulance & Coastguard 999

National Gas Emergency Service (gas leaks) 0800 111 999  

UK Power Networks (overhead power lines or loss of electricity) 105

Southern Water emergency service (leaks, blockages & pollution) 
POTHOLES 
https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/roads/maintenance

0845 278 0845 
0345 60 80 193

Emergency Services & Utilities (non-emergency numbers):

Police 101

East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service: 
  Community fire safety advice      
  Community safety (24 hour hotline)    

0800 177 7069 
0800 731 9119

South East Coast Ambulance Service 0300 1230999

Southern Water:         
   

0800 820 999 

Hospitals & Local Surgeries

NHS 111 111

Conquest Hospital 01424 755255

Eastbourne Hospital 01323 417400

Harold Road Surgery: 
  Enquiries 
  Surgery appointments 
  Village hall appointments

01424 720878 
01424 437962 
01424 728872

Guestling Surgery, Chapel Lane 01424 814332

Roebuck Surgery, Old Town Hastings 01424 420378

Council Services

Rother District Council: 
  Customer Services Contact Centre (for all services) 
  Out-of-hours emergency number

01424 787000 
01424 787868

East Sussex County Council 
  Switchboard 0345 6080190

Support Services & Charities

Samaritans (24 hour service) 08457 909090

Victim Support 0845 3030 900

Citizens Advice 1066 01424 721420

Rother District Citizens Advice 
Age UK

0800 169 6565 
01424 215055 
01424734549

Hastings Lifeline 01424 781234

St Michaels Hospice  25 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards 01424 445177

RSPCA emergency animal welfare 0300 1234 999 (24hr)

Cats Protection 01424 754328

SOME VERY USEFUL NUMBERS
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Allotments Libby Rothwell 07714 340674 libby.rothwell891@gmail.com

Badminton Dave Clarke 812898 gypsydave@uwclub.net

Bowls Club Eddie Quinlan 431463       

British Legion Brian Green 812450       toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk

Cricket Club Andrew Dunlop 813368

Dance Fitness Laura Mitchell 07527 105352       lauramitchell6@sky.com

Flower Show Chair Philippa Strickland 814384       pstrickl@icloud.com

Flowerpots Abbe Whittle 07980 008347 www.facebook.com/
flowerpotsplaygroup

Pett Level 
Preservation Trust

Theresa Noutch 814370       theresanoutch@aol.com

Gardening Club Bob Harris 815151 bob.june@btopenworld.com

Pilates Annie Cuthbert 01797 225186  tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com

POPP Ann Nicholls        813043 

Pole Dancing Jane Baldwin 07403 256148 jane@mrzen.co.uk

PVH Committee Tim Rothwell 07850 469314        tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk

Short Mat Bowls Eric Butler 814869       Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk

Stoolball Janet Fuller 01303 873227

Tennis Club Stuart Ware 815197            sjw@meadowshed.co.uk

The Club Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com

Village Voices Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com

Weight Watchers Roz Webb 07718 858517           rwebb@weight-watchers.co.uk

WI Hilary Dymott 813553 hidymott@gmail.com

Yoga Class Robin Hutt 813182       robinhutt@btinternet.com  

Church Team www.fairlightandpett.com

Rector Richard Barron 01424 812799 rector@fairlightandpett.com

Retired Clergy Rev Kay Burnett, Rev David Wotton

Reader Meriel Deasy

General Information 
St Mary & St Peter, Pett  
Becoming a Friend                   Gill Plank           01424 812154 
Donations                                 Lesley Wilkins   01424 813206 
Churchyard                              Jan Marsh          01424 812737 
St Nicholas, Pett Level             Fran Rogers      01424 812964

SOCIETIES, ASSOCIATIONS & OTHER ACTIVITIES
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Mon 9.30am Flowerpots Toddlers Group VH Weekly

Mon 6.30pm Pilates VH Weekly

Mon 7.00pm Village Hall Committee; 1st Monday 
of alternative months

VH Monday 1st July

Mon 7.30pm Village Voices MC Weekly

Tue 10.30am POPP VH Weekly

Tue 5.00pm Yoga VH Weekly

Tue 5.30pm Weight Watchers VH Weekly

Tue 7.00pm The Club (youth club) CF Weekly

Tue 7.15pm Pole Dancing VH Weekly

Tue 7.30pm Pett Parish Council; 3rd Tuesday of 
alternative months

VH Tuesday 16th July

Wed 7.00pm Dance for Fitness VH Weekly

Wed 9.30am Badminton (members only) VH Weekly

Wed 10.00am Vi l l a g e C o f f e e M o r n i n g & 
Community Library; 1st Wednesday 
of the month

VH Wednesday 3rd July

Wed 12:30 Gardening Club 11th July - Visit to Penshurst 
Place

Wed 7.30pm Pe t t Women’s In s t i t u t e ; 3 rd 
Wednesday of the month

VH Wednesday 17th July 

Thu 9.30am Yoga VH Weekly

Thu 3 p m & 
7pm

Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr) VH Weekly

Thu 3.45pm ‘Busyart’ art/craft club CF Weekly

Fri 9.30am Badminton (members only) VH Weekly

Fri 2pm Tai Chi VH Weekly

VH Village Hall; MC Methodist Chapel; CF Clubhouse, Fairlight Rec

Every effort is made to keep this is diary up to date, but we are not always told of changes. If 
unsure you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates.

THE POST OFFICE is open between 12.30 to 3pm on Monday & Thursday at the 
Methodist Chapel. You can also buy postage stamps from Phil the Butcher.

VILLAGE DIARY

Church Services for July can be found on page 23
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