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Dear Readers 
 
Firstly, we were saddened to hear the news of the death of Joan Slack. Joan delivered the 
magazine for many years. Her round was on on Cliff End Lane (which is quite a hike even for 
us young ones) and she continued delivering into her mid 90’s We wish to send our condolences 
to her family. 
 
Spring is here, and with it a welcome return to Gill’s Garden Blog. The gardening club are 
holding their first outdoor visit to members’ gardens. Why not join them as a guest, or a 
member. The Flower Show team have announced their theme for this year - Sussex by the Sea 
- take a look at their brochure to see how you can take part. The Village Hall are running a 
Craft Fair with new stalls and ideas for Easter gifts for friends and family.  
 
And finally we have teamed up with the students of Guestling Bradshaw School to produce a 
spring themed cover for you to enjoy.  
 

Best wishes 
 
 
 
 
 
THE NEWS TEAM ARE 
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148 
Sarah Adams, Deputy Editor & Distribution, 01424 812323 
John Case, Assistant Editor, 01424 812224 
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022 
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we 
offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email 
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk 
DEADLINES:    
Copy      (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month. 
Adverts  (new, changes, payments)            - MID-DAY THE 1ST  of each month. 
COPY 
Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something handwritten 
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and 
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, 
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole 
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received. 
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every 
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither 
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise 
indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements 
and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither 
the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication. 
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Dear Editor 
GUESTLING BRADSHAW SCHOOL – ART & DESIGN 

 
Guestling Bradshaw Primary School are pleased to have been invited to contribute to Pett & Pett 
Level News. This exciting project has given the children a focus, has encouraged them to consider 
their surroundings and explore their ideas, and has stimulated an interest in art and design.  
 
Children always love to be involved in the community and it would be a real delight for members 
of the school to see their work distributed in the local area and be seen by friends, family and 
neighbours. We hope you enjoy the new cover as much as the children have enjoyed designing 
it.  
 
We look forward to seeing the children’s artwork in future publications. 
 

Miss Smith (Class Teacher) & Gill Plank (Chair of Governors) 
Guestling Bradshaw School 

 
Dear Editor 

CHURCHYARD CLEARANCE MARCH 2019 
 
What a difference 2 dozen willing helpers can make in a morning! Huge areas of bramble cleared, 
dead shrubs removed, leaves and debris raked and cleared away. 
 
A massive THANK YOU to all those who joined us on a very pleasant morning and got stuck in 
with secateurs, loppers, rakes, hedge trimmers and other various implements. 
 
We filled 3 trailer loads (thanks to Andy Norcott for the trailers 
and thanks to Mike and Chris Bennett for loading them!) and left 
a much clearer looking churchyard. Please take a walk around it 
to see the difference. 
 
After all the hard work soup and rolls were on offer in the church 
and thanks go to the soup makers and roll providers. Thank you, 
Christine and Angela. 
 
It is heart-warming to see how many people make an effort to help us keep our village church 
and churchyard in good shape.                                                             Jan Marsh and Gill Plank 
 
FOR SALE 
A small gate-leg table, hand painted in Farrow and Ball Arsenic. 70 cm high, 110 cm flaps up/38 
cm flaps down. £45 
A Habitat white metal filing cabinet. Ten drawers. 28 cm wide, 41 cm deep, 72 cm high. Some 
marks. £15 
Telephone: 01424 814224 
 
FOR RENT 
Fields to let for horses or donkeys with water and basic stabling.  
For more information call Lorna Vahey on 01424 425506. 
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Dear Editor 
 

LENT LUNCH AT CLIFF HOUSE 
 
This is the last time of asking!  
 
The lunch will be at 12.30pm at Cliff House, Pett Level on Wednesday 
3rd April.  Soup, bread and cheese AND a raffle. Donations welcome in 
aid of Steeple Fund. 
 
Do let me know if you are coming! 
 

Angela Hawksley 
07976 389635 

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com 
 

 
 

MAYTIME MEDLEY 
 
On Saturday 18th May at 4pm you will have the opportunity to enjoy a 
concert in Pett Church.  There will be a variety of types of music and 
some comical recitation and a mixture of local and distant performers, in 
fact a medley.   
 
Wine will be served in the interval.  Tickets cost £5 (in aid of the Steeple Fund}. 
 
So, in these stormy days (I refer to weather and Brexit), let us look forward to a sunlit late 
afternoon in May and the sounds of music in the green and leafy churchyard. 
 

Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden 
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Festina lente! 
 

No, this does not mean a dish of festive lentils.  It is Latin for “Hurry slowly” or, more usually 
in English “More haste. less speed”.  Why mention this Roman adage at all?  Because I wanted 

to apologise for postponing our Open Meeting at the Village Hall.  I apologise especially to 
anyone who took the trouble to come to the Village Hall only to find the meeting cancelled. 

 
We want to give everybody who has a bit of an interest in the future of Pett Church a chance to 

think about topics for discussion.  We also wish to plan the light refreshments which will be 
served.  And we want to have time to let everyone know about the meeting. 

 
And so the new date will be Wednesday 5th June at 7pm in the Village Hall. 

Angela Hawksley 
Churchwarden 
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE LAZY KITCHEN 
 
CROQUE MONSIEUR 
That’s a cheese and ham toastie to you and me.  The mere thought of this dish 
makes me long to be in Paris eating in the crowded pavement cafes. 
This recipe could not be simpler and if you like, you can top with a fried egg. Voila 
– Croque Madame! 
 
Serves 4  
 
200ml/7fl oz Milk 
20g/⅔oz Pl Flour 
salt and pepper 
4 x slices of White Bread 
1 tbsp Ementhal 
4 x slices Ham 
4 x slices, cheese such as Emmental or Gruyère  
80g/3oz cheddar, grated 
 

Pour the milk into a pan with the flour and butter and slowly bring up to the boil, whisking 
continuously to a thick, smooth and glossy sauce.   
 
Reduce heat and simmer for 3–5 minutes, stirring occasionally, until the flour has cooked. Remove 
from the heat, season with salt and pepper and set aside.  
 
Heat the grill to high and the oven to 220C/200C Fan/Gas 7. Place the bread on a baking tray and 
toast one side under the grill until golden.  
 
Turn the bread over and spread each slice with a thin layer of mustard, followed by a layer of white 
sauce. Cover the sauce with a slice of a cheese and a slice of ham.  
 
Stack the slices into two sandwiches, then spread a thin layer of white sauce over the top Bake in 
the oven for 10–15 minutes until golden and bubbling. Leave to cool for 3–5 minutes before tucking 
in.                                                                                                                     
 

Su Fleigh 
 

TAICHI IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
We have just completed our trial run of six weeks taichi on a Thursday evening 
in Pett Village Hall. I am pleased to say there has been quite a lot of interest, 
however the time is a bit late and doesn't suit everyone. In response to this we 
are changing to Friday afternoon. Starting on March 22nd the class will be 

from 2 to 3pm at a cost of £5 per class. All levels of ability are welcome.  
 
Come and join us for an hour of gentle exercise that is both good for you and leaves you relaxed 
and ready for the weekend. For further information contact me (Ann Simpson) on 01797 270858 
or email at anns46@hotmail.com. 
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Dear Editor 
FUTURE OF THE CHURCH …. NOT WELL DONE ! …. NOT WELL DONE !! 

 
I read in the magazine of a meeting to discuss the future of the church. I felt that my wife and 
myself should attend. I am at present not driving so I arranged for my daughter to take us. 
 
We arrived early but were puzzled by the hall being in darkness with the doors locked. We waited 
and a yoga class turned up. Then four more people came for the meeting. Still no sign of a meeting 
and then one of the yoga class said that the meeting had been cancelled. 
 
But there was no sign of anyone from the PCC to explain or apologise. BAFFLED. 
 

N Bacon 
Dear Editor 

FUTURE OF THE CHURCH – MEETING CANCELLATION 
Since writing my apology and explanation for the postponement of the church Open Meeting on 
13th March,  I have been told that Nick and Jo Bacon (and others) came to the Village Hall 
expecting the meeting. 
 
I apologize most sincerely to them all.  Especially, I apologize to the Bacons who had to travel a 
long distance.  Nick and Jo have done so much for Pett Church over many years, including 
serving for many years on the PCC that they really do not deserve this sort of treatment.  They 
are certainly entitled to feel very angry. 
 
What happened over the postponement of the meeting was that we agreed to announce it on the 
Pett website and to spread the news about it as much as we could.  I said I would go up to the 
Village Hall to explain what had happened to anyone who did arrive.  I then destroyed one of my 
tyres mistakenly thinking the road was smooth when in fact there was a dreadful pothole.  The 
locking wheel nut was faulty, and no one could remove the wheel.  So I was without a car for 
several days but hoping to get it back by Wednesday which did not happen.  So two of our PCC 
members put a notice about the postponement on the Village Hall door.  What happened to that 
notice I am not sure.  Perhaps it blew off. 
 
This is the explanation, but I fully accept that I did not deal with the matter satisfactorily and can 
I repeat how sorry I am. 

Yours sincerely 
Angela Hawksley 

Churchwarden 
 
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
Sunday 21st April at 10:45am @ PETT CHURCH   Each year it becomes more 
popular.  Tea, coffee and biscuits for the spectators!  A donation is always welcome 
to help toward costs, but not essential.  If you can supply some eggs, please call or 
text Becky Ware 07778 427999. 
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THE FAIRLIGHT PLAYERS – CAROL ARDLEY, SECRETARY 
 
Rehearsals are well under way for ‘HUMBLE BOY’ The Fairlight 
Players spring production. The performances will be Thursday to 
Saturday 9 – 11 May a little later than usual. Performances are 7.30 
nightly plus a Saturday matinee at 2.30 each evening show has a 
licenced bar plus tea and coffee all shows. Tickets will go on sale at 
Fairlight Post Office and Stores towards the end of April. Watch out 
for the posters. 
 
Would you like to get involved? We are always looking for people front of house selling 
programs or raffle tickets etc. Please make yourself known is you would like to help. 
 
The Fairlight Players always welcome new members, acting, back stage or just friends of the 
society. If you would like more information on how to join please contact me, either on 01424- 
814178 or email carolardley@aol.com . We also have an email news list but due to the new 
GDPR regulations we have lost contact with some of you so if you would like to be kept informed 
of forthcoming events contact me at the same email address and reregister with our list. We do 
not pass email addresses on to any other parties. I have found several members have changed 
their email addresses, please let me know if you have changed yours so we can keep you in touch 
with our events. All that is left is to wish you all a very Happy Healthy New Year and thank you 
all for another year of your support. 
 
See you all at Fairlight Village Hall in April. 

St. Laurence Church 

Guestling 
YOU ARE INVITED TO 

SPEND 

AN HOUR BY THE 
CROSS 

On GOOD FRIDAY,  

19th April at 3.00PM 

Service led by Ken Holmes 

COME AND REST AWHILE 
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FLOWER SHOW 
 
The Pett and District Horticultural Society AGM was held on 27 February with over 
20 people in attendance. The main points from the Chairman’s report were as 
follows:  
  

• We started our plans for the 70th Anniversary show with a financial deficit due to the 
downpour experienced in 2017. Not to be downhearted, the “Saving for a Rainy Day” 
fund-raising campaign was launched. Thanks to sales and generous donations the coffers 
have been boosted, enabling us to stage the show. 

• Following a wonderful spell of hot dry weather, the day of the show dawned bright and 
sunny. It was great to learn that entries were up by a hundred on the previous year. A 
fantastic display in the marquee in all classes. The new Modelling trophies attracted very 
imaginative entries, a real tribute to the Deans. The mystery of how to stop cherries sinking 
was resolved by a record number of entries for the set recipe.  

• The committee were literally blown away with the day, a gentle breeze became a strong 
south westerly with gazebos almost taking off and the raffle tickets taking flight. Kevin 
did a great commentary with the new megaphone. 

• The aim of the show is to cover our costs, which each year becomes a greater challenge. 
In 2018, the main issue was insurance as we found our policy covered the visitors but not 
the helpers, so it was necessary to seek an alternative. Sadly, this meant we were not able 
to add additional cover for the concessionary stallholders, so the numbers were down.  

• The day would not happen without the army of a stall-holders, helpers, judges, stewards, 
washer-uppers, car park attendants and the posters of the posters. I hope we were able to 
send personal thanks to everyone, especially to those who joined us for the first time. Some 
of our long-term helpers are stepping down. A special thanks to the Tombola team who 
have done sterling work offering very acceptable prizes over recent years.  

• We are also fortunate to have generous sponsors who help us cover the cost of essential 
items like the rubbish skip. Also, the brass band who create a special atmosphere during 
the afternoon. In addition, the donation of raffle prizes, produce and cakes. 

• Our 2019 theme is “Sussex by the Sea”. The schedule will be out with the April edition 
of PPN to enable everyone to plan their entries. A great theme for floral art and for the 
craft section. 

• The most notable change being made this year is a different marquee. We have used 4jays 
for several years, but they no longer offer a damage waiver, requiring us to source our own 
cover. The figures quoted were astronomical. Our Treasurer Paul Brown set out to seek 
alternatives and found a cheaper unit that will accommodate our usual display and the 
refreshments. We are still working on the hire of the equipment (tables and chairs etc.).  

• One sad note has been the passing of Pauline Brown, who over the years put a lot of work 
into the show with her jigsaw puzzle stall and as a Vice-President, hosting Committee 
meetings. 

• Lastly, I am incredibly grateful to all the Committee members for their support. They give 
thoughtful advice, creative ideas and commitment to making the Show a success. Although 
she is not a Committee Member, we are very grateful to Sue Dengate and her buddies for 
administering the entries. 

 
Thank you. We want the Pett Flower Show to grow from strength to strength to achieve 100 
years! 
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PETT WI 
 
So lovely to welcome yet more new members since my last 
report!  Please note our monthly meetings will now start at 
7.30pm instead of 7pm. This may vary once or twice during the 
year but if that happens all members will have plenty of advance 
warning and details will also be on our social media pages etc. 
 
If anyone has found one of our suitably decorated pebbles/rocks which have been left out and 
about by members during our February meeting please post to our Facebook or Twitter pages! 
We had a lot of fun doing this activity, which is officially called "Rocking" by the way, and it 
gave members the opportunity to get to know each other too.  The activity was to mark the 
Climate Coalition’s #showthelove campaign highlighting climate change.    
 
Members were also impressed with the latest report presented to us by Emma Bell from the 
Hastings charity SafeHaven Women which is one of the charities we support locally through our 
Pett WISPA campaign (Pett Women's Institute Sanitary Protection Appeal). SafeHaven Women 
offers a cosy, comfortable space to relax with food, tea and coffee, nail bar, craft sessions and a 
clothes bank. This safe place is a chance for women to come together and hang out, to chat and 
to be listened to over a cup of tea and a piece of cake. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has donated clothes and other products to this charity which meets at 
the Holy Trinity Church in Hastings, together of course to our other supporting charity Seaview.  
The charities are always in need of sanitary towels (not tampons), underwear (new not 
secondhand), toiletries and warm clothes. So if you have any unwanted Christmas gifts, are 
having a spring clear out of your sock drawer, or you just pop an extra tube of toothpaste in your 
trolley at the supermarket, please bring any items along to our meetings.  You can do this at any 
time during the year and Hilary, or one of the WISPA team, will make sure the items are passed 
on to where they are needed.  Alternatively you can drop some change in the donation tin when 
you come to the meeting and the team will do the shopping for you! 
 
Our EAT (Events Action Team) and ACT (Appeals Co-ordination Team) met recently and have 
started planning an exciting mixture of social and fundraising activities for the coming year which 
will be publicised as we go along.  Our first main focus is this year’s very popular Pett Big Village 
Lunch event which will take place on Sunday 2 June at the Pett Village Hall. Full details of this 
event will appear soon but please get the date on your calendar now.  This is open to not just WI 
members but the whole communities around and about too - although Pett villagers and 
subscribers to the Parish News etc. are hearing about it here first of course! 
 
Our April meeting is on Wednesday 17th when members Sharon Sellens, supporter of Rye & 
District Dementia Action Alliance will explain more about dementia and committee member 
Sally Watson will talk about deaf awareness. There are also plans for a couple of Easter related 
events too. 
 
Contact me at pettwi@outlook.com or our social media pages (Facebook @pettwi and Twitter 
@WI_Pett ) to find out more about becoming a member or pop along to our next meeting.  
 

Belinda Wood, President, Pett WI  
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GARDENING CLUB 
 
This month we welcomed Nick Onslow, an entomologist specialising in 
dung beetles – as one does - who delivered an entertaining, amusing and 
most informative talk entitled “The Collectors – Eccentrics and Plain 
Crazy”.  As a small boy Nick himself collected all sorts of weird and 
wonderful items, fascinating to a young, enquiring mind, storing his finds, 
carefully labelled, in his father’s old tobacco tins!  This then led to a 
continuing adulthood interest in the notable collectors over time.  Using a series of slides he 
began by introducing us to the origins of collecting in general, explaining who collected, why 
they did so and how collections continue to inform scientific research.  The first documented 
collection was that of Ferrante Imperato in Naples in 1599, described at the time as a Cabinet of 
Curiosities, a massive and eclectic collection of objets d’arts, animals, insects and more, filling a 
vast “cabinet”, in fact a room, not just a large cupboard!  Collectors had various motives, 
scientists for study, merchants and dealers for profit, even status seekers, literally showing off 
their “finds” to raise their social profile. 
  
Over time many museum collections, including those at the Natural History Museum in London, 
have been donated at random by sailors, hunters, explorers and wealthy “gentlemen travellers”, 
such as those who took the Grand Tour.   The Museum now has over 80 million items in 5 distinct 
collections, a small fraction on display, the rest behind the scenes in what are called “working 
collections”, which researchers private and professional can access to further their knowledge in 
their chosen field.  Nick explained that the collections of complete specimens, which are 
preserved whole in spirit, can excite controversy in these times of heightened opposition to 
animal cruelty.  Without these specimens, however, correct identification cannot be assured, 
photographs never being sufficiently detailed.  Also, continuing additions to existing collections 
have relevance for charting the timeline of species, identification of sub species, monitoring of 
health and changes in distribution, all assisting and informing the continuing management and 
conservation of species.  
 
Nick then mentioned some of the best-known collectors of the last two centuries, Charles Darwin 
being probably the best-known name amongst them - his collection of barnacles amongst those 
housed in the Natural History Museum.  Nick’s focus, however, bearing in mind the talk’s title, 
was to showcase the lesser known and the more eccentric, for example, although it is often 
assumed collectors were all wealthy people, Mary Anning from Lyme Regis, now famously part 
of the Jurassic Coast in Dorset, countered all the conventions of birth, wealth and connections, 
being of modest origins, her father a shopkeeper.  He, however, had amassed a considerable fossil 
collection, which she then took over and added to.  It was then bought by an expert, who 
recognised its scientific value and wanted to enable the collection to be accessed by a wider and 
more knowledgeable audience.  Through his connections he sold it on for its true value, but gave 
back the profit to Mary so she would have the monetary benefit. 
 
At the opposite end of the social scale came the Rothschild family, of banking fame.  Several 
were collectors, including Walter, whose collection of birds’ skins, birds’ eggs, butterflies, 
beetles, mammals, reptiles and fishes is the largest zoological collection ever amassed by a 
private individual.  Miriam Rothschild reputedly had no interest whatever in banking, but would 
occasionally do her duty as she saw it and visit the bank, wearing muddy wellington boots to 
compliment her flowery dress!  Her true passion was collecting fleas – her studies of which  
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resulted in her being accredited with identifying the mechanism by which fleas jump!   Another 
eccentric collector, Francis Buckland, who often fed some of his collected animals to his family, 
gave his children dead crocodiles as hobbyhorses and had two pet monkeys, which were given 
beer to drink during the week and port on Sundays!  He also once identified the presence of bat 
urine on a church floor by licking it! 
 
In conclusion Nick alluded to the fact that many of the collectors had great adventures in pursuit 
of their passion, but were also often led into all sorts of close shaves with natives and wild 
animals, not to mention disease, such that a number met a grisly end! 
 
Our April meeting will comprise members’ spring gardens and include the plant sale – full details 
to be advised nearer the date. 

June Harris 
 
NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB 
 
Once again it has been very quiet regarding boat angling. I've had no reports 
of anybody going to sea. With our new season fast approaching members 
are eagerly preparing for the challenges which lie ahead. The last couple of 
years have been very difficult with dwindling fish stocks and bad weather. 
All said and done we will still be giving it our best shot when the first competition takes place on 
Sunday 7th April. This year twice as many comps have been arranged so I should be having a lot 
more to report in future. 
 
Finally I would like to wish all our members good luck and as always tight lines and stay safe. 
Pete Drew (Chairman) 
 
PETT CHURCHES NEWS  

 
VILLAGE MEETING RE CHURCH FUTURE PLANS 
This will now be held on Wednesday 5th June at 7pm in the Village Hall 
might be a better date (longer evenings, better weather).  By then the Steeple 
should have been repaired (scaffolding will be going up again soon). 
 
REMEMBER TO CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY 

Our “Happy Birthday” flag has already had an outing!  We also have a large blackboard and 
coloured chalks at the back of the church so you can write your own message and place the board 
on the bank, in front of the wall.  Let everyone know whose birthday you are celebrating, and, if 
your dare, their age.  Call Gill Buttle on 812012 to arrange.  We just ask for a £2 donation in the 
box. 
CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
Those who are on the Electoral Roll are listed in the two churches (no addresses), as per church 
regulations, if you wish to check that your name is on the list.  Please call or text Fran Rogers 
NOW (07930 905890) if you have been omitted or would like to be added. Or email 
francesarogers@hotmail.co.uk. 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
Our Annual Meeting is on Tuesday 2nd April at 7pm at the Village Hall.  All the community 
are welcome.  We will be electing our representatives and reviewing the last year. 
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MY GARDEN BLOG– GILL PLANK 
 
It was easy to be fooled into believing spring had sprung in the 
latter part of February when we had such fantastic weather - 
blue skies, sun, and longer, lighter days. It made me dash into 
the garden and start doing things. I dug parts of the vegetable 
plot and planted potatoes - very satisfying! I already have broad 
beans and onions, which I planted back in November, growing 
well. 
 
Examining the buds on the fruit trees is very exciting, as is watching the camellias flowering. 
Sights of spring bulbs, especially the daffodils, are extremely uplifting. The birds were very busy, 
with long-tailed tits collecting duck down from my lawn and robins and others claiming their 
territory with loud songs. Jackdaws are looking at my chimney to see if they can manage to build 
a nest. They failed last year as the twigs just fell straight through to my hearth. It will be 
interesting to see how persistent they will be this year. 
 
Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, the weather turned as soon as we reached March but we have 
had a glorious respite and can look forward to much more. 
 
I still have a huge rabbit problem with major excavations in the lawns but have recently acquired 
3 young rescue cats as my elderlies both died at the end of last year. One has already brought me 
a rabbit so it remains to be seen if they can make any impact on the growing population. I am 
aware this will also affect the bird life but have relocated bird feeders so they are higher up and 
away from fence access. 
 
The lawns are not only full of rabbit diggings but covered in moss so there is much work to be 
done there! However it is wonderful to be able to be out most days doing one of the many jobs 
waiting, even if it is in the shed or greenhouse tidying and sorting.  
 
I also have fun deciding what to plant where in the vegetable plot as I have to determine which 
area is easiest for net covering to keep the pigeons off, which bit for the runner bean poles (best 
sited near a fence so they can be tied on when there is a gale) and how best to support the peas (I 
have tried many ways: sticks, nets, plastic fencing). However, I invariably fall into the trap of 
sticking spare seeds in spare spaces and forgetting what is where. 
 
My pond security system is working well (a low metal fence with large gauge netting fixed over 
and onto hooks so I can access when necessary) and not a single moorhen has gained access 
throughout the winter months. I look forward to having attractive plants that will not be eaten or 
churned up by ducks. 
 
EASTER LILIES & FLOWERS 
 
If you would like to make a donation towards Pett Church’s Easter flowers in 
memory of a loved one, please let Cathy Norris (07717 179957) or Meriel Deasy 
(01424 813065) know by April 15th. Lilies usually cost between £3 and £5 each. 
There is a list at the back of the church if you are unable to get hold of Cathy or 
Meriel. 
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PROJECT REMEMBER – UPDATE - SPRING 2019 – DAVID BREAKELL 
 
The signs of Spring are all around us. Soon, you will see plant life emerging in a new location – 
Pett’s War Memorial. Our small border around the stone paving will shortly be host to the plants 
that we have ordered. These will be dwarf varieties: Buxus and Nandina, for those with a taste 
for Latin when it comes to their horticulture. The idea behind the choices is to provide year-round 
cover and a suitably formal style, but also to provide some variation through the seasons, 
including some red tones among the green foliage in Autumn, particularly with Remembrance 
Sunday in mind. We hope you will like it. 
  
Once that work is complete, everything that Project Remember set out to do just a year or so ago 
will have been delivered. We should also find ourselves with a small financial surplus of a few 
hundred pounds, which we intend to keep in a dedicated fund administered by the Parish Council 
for the occasional maintenance of the Memorial site. On a regular basis, the Memorial site should 
need very little by way of upkeep – and the planting scheme is also intended to be low 
maintenance – but we do want to ensure as best we can that the Memorial is kept in the condition 
you see today. A condition which hopefully prompts all of us to remember, keeping faith with its 
original intention. 
   
But the project is not merely backward-looking. Thanks to our contractors, Ashley 
Developments, significant donations have recently been made to three charities, recognised for 
their work helping the veterans of today and their families: BLESMA, SSAFA and The Poppy 
Factory. Yesterday (as I write this) Chris Saint and I visited the headquarters of one of these 
three, The Poppy Factory in Richmond. Contrary to what many may assume, The Poppy Factory 
is an independent charity and is not owned by The Royal British Legion. Nor does it manufacture 
the poppies you wear on your lapel, although a small number of disabled veterans there work on 
items such as bespoke wreaths commissioned for Remembrance services. Its principal role today 
is to assist veterans from all over the country, disabled in mind or body, to find worthwhile, 
lasting and suitable employment in the wider workplace. We were impressed, not to say moved, 
by what we saw and heard. Our special thanks must go to William and Alison Copp of Ashley 
Developments for their very generous donation.  
 
Finally, I should mention that the book to commemorate the 
Memorial and the men on it, penned by Martin King and 
myself, is currently for sale. “The Fallen of Pett” has been 
well received and we are undertaking a further print run. The 
book retails at £12, but can be purchased by local residents 
for £10, excluding postage. Please contact David Penfold, 
our Parish Council Chairman, if you would like a copy. All 
proceeds, after covering printing costs, will go into the 
project and will enable further donations to be made to 
representative veterans’ charities.   
 
The picture shows David Breakell and Chris Saint at the Poppy Factory with Chief Executive 
Deirdre Mills 
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL 
 
Hello all,  
 
Hello again, 
 
March has been a busy month at the Club.  There have been three parties 
for members who have celebrated their birthdays during the month. 
 
The Six Nations Rugby was shown live at the Club, and there was entertainment from the brilliant 
Back In Time and St Patrick's Day was celebrated with music from The Fieldstone Boys. 
 
Monday evenings we have Quiz Night with our resident Quizmaster, the one and only Matthew 
“Bamba” Barden, setting the questions, £2 per person, teams of up to six.  Monday 25th March 
is the Mad March Hospice Quiz, the cost will be £3 per person with refreshments and a raffle 
raising money for St Michael’s Hospice. Please come along and support this event. 
 
The Butcher’s Shop in Pett supplies the meat for our Sunday Raffle, so you know it is great 
quality. Meat raffle tickets are available all week, not just on the Sunday, so ask at the bar if you 
want to enter the draw.   
 
Natalie will be serving a special Mothering Sunday Luncheon on 31st March. Please check on 
our website, Facebook Page or on the board at the Club for further information. Other special 
meal evenings are in the planning stage so keep a look out i.e. Easter weekend. 
 
Forthcoming events: 
Saturday 13th Apr :  LIVE MUSIC from JUSTINE - 8pm 
Sunday 21st Apr  :  EASTER SUNDAY - LIVE MUSIC from GHOST RIDERS – 3pm 
Saturday 27th Apr :  LIVE MUSIC from LOOSE CHANGE - 8pm 
 
Our regular event dates for April: 
- Quiz Night Every Monday evening 8pm start. 
- Guest Ales   £2.50 a pint Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 
- Free Pool every Wednesday evening 6.30pm onwards 
- Bingo  Thursday 11th & 25th April.  Eyes down at 7.30pm 
- £5 Curry/Chilli Night   Bingo Nights only 
- PIE NIGHT £8.50 every Saturday night (except Party events) 
-  
As usual please check for other events that may be organised after this has gone to print.  Either 
by looking on our website, or Facebook Page or popping into the Club to see what is advertised. 
 
Finally, we are deeply saddened to inform you of the sudden passing of Den May, our Chairman, 
who died peacefully at home.   
 
We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
The Committee                      info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk                      01424 812080 
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD, CHAIR 
 
Tonight (Tuesday, 20th March), both a parish council meeting and, following 
that, the Annual Parish Meeting took place. The latter was a good meeting, but 
it would have been even better had more people attended. I can only assume that 
the all the members of the silent majority of parishioners are happy with what 
the parish council is doing. 
 
At the council meeting the planning application for Bridge House, near the bottom of Chick Hill, 
was again considered. It had been noted that a pink notice had not been put up in time for the 
previous planning meeting, so this time there were representations in public time and the council 
again decided to object. You can read the comment on the Rother Planning website. 
 
Several other applications were considered. It was agreed to object to one applying to install a 
sewage treatment plant at the Pannel Lane campsite on the grounds that the plant capacity had 
been underestimated. However, it was noted that a pink notice did not appear to have been 
displayed, so it may be necessary to consider this application again once a pink notice has been 
displayed. All the other applications were supported. 
 
The council also agreed to support an application by the owners of French Court Farm to have 
the official route of the footpath (through their garden) changed to the actual route, which runs 
alongside the garden and appears to have been the route that has been used since at least the 
1960s. 
 
Another decision at the meeting was to make a grant to Flowerpots, the playgroup that uses the 
Village Hall, so that some of the group’s equipment can be repaired or replaced. 
 
In the last issue I suggested that a council meeting might be necessary in April. This no longer 
looks as though that will be the case. If a planning meeting is needed, the usual notice will be 
given. 
 
Many of the things that I commented on in my report to the Parish meeting have already been 
included in my monthly reports in the Parish News. Some of the major points were, however, 
covered in the following paragraphs. 
 
The biggest activity of the last year has been the restoration of the War Memorial in time for the 
centenary of the Armistice at the end of World War I. In my report I thanked, not only the 
committee, who put a lot of time and effort into the project, but also all those who contributed to 
the project, either by making a cash donation (and people were very generous) or by donating 
their labour or materials. In parallel, of course, the WI organised the making of the hundreds, if 
not thousands, of poppies, which so effectively decorated the church over the armistice weekend. 
Thanks went to all who organised, knitted or crocheted. 
 
The repairs to the playground at the Recreation Field have now been completed. The beams 
supporting the cargo nets on the climbing tower have been replaced in the last few weeks. The 
playground is now as safe as it can be. However, if you notice anything that is not right, please 
let the parish clerk or a councillor know. 
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It looks as though a solution to the water leak under the cricket field has been found; negotiations 
are proceeding between the Bowls Club and the Sports Association about sharing the water 
supply, so that the present supply to the Pavilion can be left turned off and, indeed, abandoned, 
subject to the agreement of Southern Water. It has been turned off for several weeks now. 
 
It was noted that there is now defibrillator in the old phone box opposite the Royal Oak. The 
signage on the box will be changed soon. Other signs in the village are being repaired, reviewed 
or replaced. In particular, signs have been put up in Pett Level to direct people to the toilets 
without their having to walk along the main road. 
 
The chairs, vice-chairs and clerks of FaIrlight, Guestling and Pett have met for a second time to 
discuss issues in common. This time the main topics were comparing quotes for village 
maintenance, the planning application at Wakeham’s Farm and SpeedWatch. 
 
 
On the subject of SpeedWatch, a couple of weeks ago, a session was planned for Pett Road by 
the church, but unfortunately had to be cancelled because of the weather. Volunteers are still 
needed from Pett. It hardly seems fair that people from outside the village are giving up their 
time to monitor speeding  in our village. 
 
The council now has a subscription, through Rother District Council, to the parish-online 
mapping website, which can show many aspects of the parish (AONBs, SSSIs, house names and 
much more). More of that in future issues of the Parish News. 
 
Finally, as this is my final report from the present parish council, I would like to thank my fellow 
councillors and the clerk for their work and support throughout the past year and before that. 
After a few difficult years, I think we have established a firm base on which the new council can 
build. Thanks also to those who produce the Parish news amd run the website. 
 
I am pleased to say that most, maybe all, of the present councillors have expressed their 
willingness to stand again. In addition, it looks as though we may have one or two new 
councillors. While, from a democratic point of view, an election might be healthy, an election 
would cost the council (and therefore you, the parishioners) quite a lot of money. In order to 
avoid this, one or two councillors have said that they will stand down to make an election 
unnecessary. But, of course, we could still have one. We shall know shortly after this issue of the 
Parish News reaches you. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has said kind things about my reports. It is good to 
feel that people read them. However, if there are aspects that you wish to criticise or otherwise 
comment on, then please do not hesitate to do so. The purpose of these reports is to keep 
parishioners abreast of what the parish council is doing. Of course, you can also come to the 
council meetings and it would be good to see some new faces. Naturally, however, that does not 
mean that we do not welcome the presence of those who usually come, Their support is much 
appreciated. 
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NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY 
 
In the flowerbed near our front door we have a clump of Lesser 
Celandine.  It has not been planted there, at least not by us, and is 
probably the result of a stray seed or a bit of tuber ending up in the 
soil by some means unknown.  Anyway, it seems happy there and it 
doesn’t clash with any grand garden designs we may have had (we 
haven’t), so there it can stay.   Lesser celandine (Ficaria verna) is, as 
the botanical name suggests, considered a harbinger of spring.  It is a 
member of the buttercup family and is an important forage plant for 
early emerging bumblebees as well as some early solitary bees and 
other flies.  It loves shade and in the right conditions will quickly 
carpet a forest floor with its dark green foliage and bright yellow flowers.  Its leaves and tubers 
are both edible and mildly toxic, so it is recommended that they are either cooked or dried, which 
converts the toxins to something more benign, before making a feast of them.  The knobbly tubers 
also give the plant its other common name – pilewort. 
 
As a buttercup, they come within the family Ranunculaceae, which comes from the Latin 
ranunculus for ‘little frog’.  Though I have searched the Internet for a better explanation, the 
concensus seems to be that it is called little frog because buttercups live near water like frogs do.  
There must be a better explanation than that, mustn’t there? 
 
Talking of explanations, you may have noticed another feature of lesser celandine – the flowers 
close by mid-afternoon and don’t open again until the following morning.  There are several plant 
species that do this, one of the most striking is goat’s-beard, which has the alternative name – 
‘Jack go to bed at noon’ because it is never open in the afternoon.  Apparently, there are some 
specialist cells at the base of the petals in a structure call the pulvinis.  The chemistry of these 
cells changes so that they swell or contract to move the petals open or closed.  It is thought that 
this is a response to temperature changes and possibly daylight as well because on cold dull days 
the petals don’t open at all.  The big question, of course, is why does the flower need to close 
anyway?  Why not display itself to passing pollinators all the time?  Perhaps the plant doesn’t 
want to attract pollinators when there is not enough energy from the sun to produce nectar, or 
maybe it is to avoid damage from sudden frosts.  The fact is that nobody yet seems to know.  
Incidentally, the word that describes this process for both petals and leaves is ‘nictinasty’! 
 
If you have followed this column for any length of time you will know that I’m always banging 
on about threats to our wildlife, loss of habitat, pesticides, insect declines, etc.   But it seems that 
I’m not alone.  I found this quote from a speech at a conference on biodiversity given by Ireland’s 
president Michael Higgins recently and just had to share it with you. 
 
“Around the world, the library of life that has evolved over billions of years – our biodiversity – 
is being destroyed, poisoned, polluted, invaded, fragmented, plundered, drained and burned at a 
rate not seen in human history - If we were coal miners we’d be up to our waists in dead canaries.” 
 
As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and may have some photos 
of lesser celandine, if I can catch it with its petals open. 
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT (PLIRB) 
 
March is upon us and like everyone else we’re looking forward to the longer days and hopefully 
some better weather as spring finally settles in. Since last month’s update, our regular Sunday 
training has continued, along with our focus on launch and recovery as the coast continually 
changes with the seasonal winds and tides. We’ve also focused on training with our the larger 
Pulfer boat and smaller Tornado boat both out together.  As mentioned back at the beginning of 
the year, training with both boats gives our volunteer crews essential practice in towing, as vessel 
retrieval is a common call-out for us. It’s important that we rehearse this continually, as variations 
in crew, weather and tides mean every launch and rescue situation is unique for us and it’s 
important that base and boat crews all get as much practice as possible in the teamwork and 
technical aspects of training and rescue situations alike. 
 
Of course, the irony of best laid plans etc is very relevant in the context of the unpredictable 
spring weather, as our plans for night training have gone slightly adrift this month! This week’s 
proposed night launch has had to be cancelled due to the weather conditions which are being 
forecast, but we’re still hoping to squeeze it in just before the clock change. 
 
Following February’s update, we’ve had a busy social time, 
with two evenings out for donation presentations. Our first 
visit was along to the lovely Two Sawyers in Pett, to present 
a thank you certificate for the donations received from the 
main bar’s collection bottle. Over £100 was raised at the 
recent emptying and we’re extremely grateful to staff and 
customers of the Two Sawyers for this additional boost to our 
funds. We also spent an enjoyable presentation and quiz 
evening courtesy of the Robin Hood Bonfire Society at the 
Robin Hood in Icklesham and received a donation cheque for £500, all of which is much 
appreciated.  
 
And speaking of fundraising, our online efforts are also now starting to gain traction and our 
latest addition to this is our GiveAsYouLive fundraiser, which is now up and running. This online 
shopping portal has links to 4,300 online stores, including Amazon and John Lewis. Registering 
with the platform and shopping through our unique PLIRB link means that a small donation is 
made to us for each sale, but without costing the shopper any extra money - it’s a donation from 
the shopping portal. In the fortnight since we’ve had this going, we’ve already raised £50 so 
we’re really hoping this will help boost our reserve launch vehicle funds and also help us replace 
other equipment. Using the GiveAsYouLive platform has also made it possible for us to add a 
donate button to the website, ready to now accept donations online. In all, we’re now fully 
organised for fundraising online and look forward to updating you on how this works out for us 
across 2019. 
 
The eagle-eyed community of Pett may have spotted another change since last month: that our 
old paint-peeled railings have been re-galvanised and returned to their position outside the 
boathouse. This means we’ve been able to put up our new information signs which have been 
waiting in the wings since last summer. These signs display information about our history, the 
work we do and contact details for supporting us or getting involved, so it’s great to be able to 
share this with visitors even when we’re not open. 
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Our final piece of big new is that, as a trial change for 2019, our annual Open Day is moving 
forwards to the Sunday of the May bank holiday weekend instead of the August bank holiday. 
So, our Open Day date for your 2019 diaries is Sunday 26th May 2019 at 12.00 noon. We’re 
hoping that avoiding the clash with the Rye Jazz Festival may mean we’re able to enjoy some 
extra visitors to the Open Day but will still allow everyone to enjoy some Bank Holiday family 
fun with us.  
 
Of course, bringing the date ahead means that this spring is already proving pretty busy with 
trying to get preparations underway. We’ve just put our Open Day page up on the website, with 
a call out for donations of bottles for our bottle tombola and prizes for our grand draw raffle and 
we’re also toying with the idea of a Silent Auction. If anyone thinks this is an idea you’d like to 
get behind, we’re certainly open to suggestions and offers for what to include in this, so please 
let us know if you can think of (or donate) anything which might help. 
  
So, between now and the next update we’ve got lots to do and you’ll almost certainly be able to 
spot us out and about doing it all. Until then, enjoy these longer days but please stay mindful of 
the very changeable weather and how it affects this magnificent but dangerous coastline - take 
care and stay beach aware. Thank you again too for your support, from all of us here at Pett Level 
Independent Rescue Boat. 
 
You can access our GiveAsYouLive link through our website - www.plirb.com - which is also a 
good place to read up on updates, to find out more about any of our activities or to contact us 
about volunteering or supporting us. If you prefer social media, please find us on Twitter 
(@PLIRBRescue) and Facebook (@PettLevelRescueBoat). 
 
RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS- THE RECTOR, RICHARD BARRON 
Who am I? That’s the question a faded stuffed animal asks himself in the children’s 
book called ‘Nothing’ written by Mick Inkpen. The toy has been left in a dusty corner 
of an attic, and he hears the removal men call him ‘nothing’ so he thinks that is his 
name.  
 
Prompted by a vague memory, ‘Nothing’ realises that he used to have a tail, whiskers and stripes, 
but it is not until he meets a tabby cat who helps him find his way home that ‘Nothing’ remembers 
who he truly is: a stuffed toy cat called Toby. On his return his owner lovingly restores him by 
sewing on new ears, tail, whiskers and stripes.  
 
This book is a reminder that we too can lose our real identity. We can come to believe that in the 
vast scheme of things we are nothing. Just another person who lives, loves, works, grows old, 
dies and then nothing!  
 
But God says you are not nothing. You are special. I made you, I gave you life. I know you by 
name and I have plans for you, plans for good and not for evil. I love you and died for you and if 
you trust Me I will give you a new start and a new life. Can you believe that?  
 
I hope so, because that is your real identity and this is what lies at the heart of Easter.  
 

Happy Easter! 
 

RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS – RICHARD BARRON 
 
 
The most important thing in the world! 
 
Peta was a widow. One morning she was in a panic and her home was a mess. 
Peta had lost her wedding ring and she was frantically searching. She was 
desperate not to lose it because it represented the closest connection she had 
with her late husband. Years of memories, togetherness, shared experiences, 
expressions of love and unbroken trust were represented in that ring. Peta just had to find it 
because it meant too much to her to lose. She may have lost her husband, but as long as she had 
her wedding ring, she had not lost her bond with him. 
 
Peta’s situation reminded me of a story about a woman who lost something very precious. 
 
She too searched her home diligently until she found it, then all her neighbours celebrated with 
her when she found it. 
 
Certain things are worth going to great lengths to keep and faith is one of those. Many of us were 
raised to place our faith in Jesus. But over the years we let go. Perhaps because we see no value 
in it anymore. Or we think faith is too childish. Or we prefer to trust ourselves, or someone, or 
something else. Or we get too busy to have time for God. Whatever the reason, we don’t want 
faith anymore, or we don’t think it important. 
 
But when we let faith go, often other things go too, such as accountability to God; godly values 
of honesty and integrity; trust in someone bigger than ourselves and to whom we can turn in time 
of need. Compromise can often develop in our character and behaviour. 
 
One way or another, as faith diminishes, so does our bond with God, 
 
Peta was not going to let compromise ruin her bond with her husband, so imagine her joy when 
she found her ring in the bottom of a bag of rubbish. 
 
If Peta had not searched diligently she would have lost far more than her wedding ring, she would 
have lost a very precious part of her life. In the same way, if we let go of faith, not only do we 
lose a vital connection with God, we are in danger of compromising our character. So, hold onto 
your faith it’s important! But if you have already lost your faith, do seriously consider seeking 
until you find once more! 
 
Enjoy September. 
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HERDWICK SHEEP - MICHAEL BLENCOWE - SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST 
 
Out, standing in their field  
 
For sheep, life is like one long festival. They’re either stood crowded 
together in a muddy field in the rain or running around in the sun 
trying to find the best grass.  Next time you’re walking around Lewes 
town centre look up at Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Malling Down nature 
reserve and you’ll see my woolly colleagues living the good life. But 
don’t be fooled.  They’re actually hard at work on the most important 
construction job in Sussex; making perfect chalk downland.  
 
You can keep your tropical rainforests and your underwater reefs, for me chalk downland is the 
world’s number one natural wonder. This rare habitat supports an extraordinary diversity of 
wildlife and it’s right on our doorstep. 
 
Paradoxically, wildlife-rich chalk downland is a man-made creation (well, credit where credit’s 
due – a sheep-made creation). Since around 800 AD sheep grazing has created and maintained 
our county’s iconic downland landscape. The short, sheep-nibbled turf is perfect for Adonis blue 
butterflies, burnt orchids and a multitude of other wonderful wildlife. But, like rainforests and 
reefs, it’s under threat; one of the main issues being neglect. Turn your back on downland and it 
mutates into long grass, brambles and thorn bushes and the butterflies and orchids vanish under 
the cold shadows.  
 
Sheep are our best defence against this prickly invasion. Every bite and every hoof print creates 
downland with an ideal varied structure – impossible to create by uniform mowing. We have 
various rare sheep breeds in our grazing army stationed near Lewes at Southerham: Hebrideans, 
Wiltshire Horns, Southdowns, but my favourite sheep, baa none, are the Herdwicks.   
Like all heroes, the Herdwick’s origins are shrouded in mystery. Some folk say they came to 
Britain with marauding Vikings. There’s some that say that the Herdwicks swam ashore after 
escaping the sinking Spanish Armada. Their ancestral home is the Lake District – it’s claimed 
that 95% of the world’s Herdwicks live within 15 miles of Coniston.  
 
They’re tough sheep; hard grazin’ hell-raisers who are at home in harsh, hilly landscapes. If you 
like your sheep white and fluffy then you’ve come to the wrong field. Herdwicks are born black 
and develop white heads and legs as they mature. Their grey, wiry wool has an insulating 
undercoat – perfect attire for English hilltops. Feeding amongst thorns and thickets can leave 
their coats looking torn and tatty but this isn’t a cause for concern, just proof that they’re hard at 
work. For Herdwicks, grazing is a passion - not a fashion show. 
 
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats throughout 
Sussex. We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.  Please 
consider supporting our work.  As a member you will be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our 
regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine 
and our Sussex guide book, Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at 
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join or over the phone on 01273 497532. 
The picture of the Herdwick sheep used in this article is the copyright of Mark Monk-
Terry, Sussex Wildlife Trust  
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347 BUS TIMETABLE

Pett to Hastings
SCH HOLS HOLS SCH

Pett, Chick Hill 08:19 08:26 10:12 12:17 14:02 15:42 15:47 08:26 14:02
Pett, Church 08:22 08:29 10:15 12:20 14:05 15:45 15:50 08:29 14:05
Guestling Green School 08:29
Guestling, The White Hart 08:34 08:34 10:20 12:25 14:10 15:50 15:55 08:34 14:10
Ore, The Kings Head 08:38 08:38 10:24 12:29 14:14 15:54 15:59 08:38 14:14
Ore Post Office 08:40 08:40 10:26 12:31 14:16 15:56 08:40 14:16
Milward Road Manor Road 08:45 08:45 10:30 12:35 14:20 16:00 08:45 09:52 11:57 14:20 15:22
Hastings, Queens Road 10:35 12:40 14:25 16:05 09:57 12:02 14:25 15:27
Hastings, Harold Place 08:49 08:49 08:49
Hastings, Rail Station 08:51 08:51 08:51
Fairlight Glen 16:03
Fairlight, Cove Hotel 16:09
Pett Level 16:15

Hastings to Pett
HOLS SCH

Hastings, Rail Stop E 13:30 15:10 15:10 13:30 15:10
Queens Road, opp 
Priory Meadow Stop N 09:45 11:50 13:35 15:15 15:15 16:40 17:40 09:45 11:50 13:35 15:15 16:40 17:40
Milward Road Manor Road 09:50 11:55 13:40 15:20 15:20 06:45 17:45 09:50 11:55 13:40 15:20 16:45 17:45
Ore Post Office 09:55 12:00 13:45 15:25 15:25 17:50 13:45 17:50
Ore, The Kings Head 09:57 12:02 13:47 15:27 15:27 17:52 13:47 17:52
Guestling, The White Hart 10:01 12:06 13:51 15:31 15:31 17:56 13:51 17:56
Guestling School 15:34
Pett, Church 10:06 12:11 13:56 15:36 15:42 18:01 13:56 18:01
Pett, Chick Hill 10:09 12:14 13:59 15:39 15:45 18:04 13:59 18:04

SCH
HOLS School Holidays Only

Mondays to Fridays Saturdays

Mondays to Fridays Saturdays

School Days Only

We have transcribed the above timetables from those provided by Stagecoach. If 
you spot any errors or know of any changes then please let us know.
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PARISH COUNCILLORS & OTHER REPRESENTATIVES 
PETT PARISH COUNCIL 
Councillors Address Contact 
Alan Crouch 
(vice-chair) 

Mariners Plat, Pett Level 
Road, TN35 4EA 

01424 813145 
cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk 

Judith Dean Delvings, Chick Hill, Pett 
Level, 
TN35 4EQ 

01424 812249 
cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk 

David Penfold 
(chair) 

Jasmine Cottage, Elm Lane, 
Pett, TN35 4JD 

01424 813003 
cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk 

Stuart Ware  
 

Hunters Meadow, Pett 
Road, TN35 4HG 

01424 815197 
cllr.stuart.ware@pettnet.org.uk 

Mike Wilkins Adeleine, Pett Road,  
TN35 4HB 

01424 813206 
cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk 

   
 

   
 

Clerk    
Mary Philo Island Cottage 

Swan Street, Wittersham, 
Kent, TN30 7PH 

01797 270790 
clerk@pettnet.org.uk 

Pett Parish Council meet on the 3rd Tuesday of alternative months at the Village 
Hall at 7:30pm. Planning sub-committee meetings take place on an ad-hoc 

basis. All are welcome. 
 
ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL (MARSHAM WARD) 
Roger Bird 87 Battery Hill, Fairlight, 

Hastings, TN35 4AL 
01424 813636 
cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk 

Chris Saint           Southlands, Pett Road,  
                             Pett, TN35 4HA 
 http://www.your-councillor.com/chris-saint/ 

01424 813047 
cllr.chris.saint@rother.gov.uk 
 
 

EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (RYE & EASTERN ROTHER WARD) 
Keith Glazier Bramleys, Pett Road, Pett, 

TN35 4EY 
 

07957 377844 
cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR HASTINGS & RYE 
Amber  Rudd House of Commons, 

London, SW1A 0AA 
 

01424 205 435 
020 7219 7229 
amber.rudd.mp@parliament.uk 

POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR SUSSEX 
Katy Bourne Sackville House, Brooks 

Close, Lewes, East Sussex, 
BN7 2FZ 

01273 481561 
spcc@sussex-pcc.gov.uk 
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SOME VERY USEFUL NUMBERS 
 

Emergency Numbers: 
Police, Fire, Ambulance & Coastguard 999 
National Gas Emergency Service (gas leaks) 0800 111 999   
UK Power Networks (overhead power lines or loss of electricity) 105 
Southern Water emergency service (leaks, blockages & pollution) 
POTHOLES 
https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/roads/maintenance 

0845 278 0845 
0345 60 80 193 

Emergency Services & Utilities (non-emergency numbers): 
Police 101 
East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service: 
  Community fire safety advice      
  Community safety (24 hour hotline)     

 
0800 177 7069 
0800 731 9119 

South East Coast Ambulance Service 0300 1230999 
Southern Water:        
     

0800 820 999 
 

Hospitals & Local Surgeries 
NHS 111 111 
Conquest Hospital 01424 755255 
Eastbourne Hospital 01323 417400 
Harold Road Surgery: 
  Enquiries 
  Surgery appointments 
  Village hall appointments 

 
01424 720878 
01424 437962 
01424 728872 

Guestling Surgery, Chapel Lane 01424 814332 
Roebuck Surgery, Old Town Hastings 01424 420378 
Council Services 
Rother District Council: 
  Customer Services Contact Centre (for all services) 
  Out-of-hours emergency number 

 
01424 787000 
01424 787868 

East Sussex County Council 
  Switchboard 

 
0345 6080190 

Support Services & Charities 
Samaritans (24 hour service) 08457 909090 
Victim Support 0845 3030 900 
Citizens Advice 1066 01424 721420 
Rother District Citizens Advice 
Age UK 

0800 169 6565 
01424 215055 
01424734549 

Hastings Lifeline 01424 781234 
St Michaels Hospice  25 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards 01424 445177 
RSPCA emergency animal welfare 0300 1234 999 (24hr) 
Cats Protection 01424 754328 

 
POLICE: Battle Police Station, North Trade Road, Battle, TN33 0EX  
(front office open Monday to Friday 10am to 2pm) 
Web: Sussex.police.uk  

Email: 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk 
 

Phone: 101 or 01273 470 10 
If you witness a crime in progress, you should immediately ring 999 
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CONTACT DETAILS FOR VARIOUS VILLAGE ACTIVITIES 
 
Societies, associations & other activities 
Allotments Libby Rothwell 07714 340674  libby.rothwell891@gmail.com 
Badminton Dave Clarke 812898 gypsydave@uwclub.net 
Bowls Club Eddie Quinlan 431463         
British Legion Brian Green 812450        toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk 
Cricket Club Andrew Dunlop 813368  
Dance Fitness Laura Mitchell 07527 105352        lauramitchell6@sky.com 
Flower Show Chair Philippa 

Strickland 814384        pstrickl@icloud.com 

Flowerpots                       pettflowerpots@hotmail.co.uk 
Pett Level 
Preservation Trust Theresa Noutch 814370        theresanoutch@aol.com 

Gardening Club Bob Harris 815151  bob.june@btopenworld.com 
Pilates Annie Cuthbert 01797 225186   tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com 
POPP Ann Nicholls         813043   
Pole Dancing Jane Baldwin 07403 256148  jane@mrzen.co.uk 
PVH Committee Tim Rothwell 07850 469314         tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk 
Short Mat Bowls Eric Butler 814869        Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk 
Stoolball Janet Fuller 01303 873227  
Tennis Club Stuart Ware 815197             sjw@meadowshed.co.uk 
The Club Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com 
Village Voices Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com 
Weight Watchers Roz Webb 07718 858517            rwebb@weight-watchers.co.uk 
WI Jane Sweaney 07788 410342 pettwi@outlook.com 
Yoga Class Robin Hutt 813182        robinhutt@btinternet.com  

 
Church Team               www.fairlightandpett.com 
Rector Richard Barron 812799 rector@fairlightandpett.com 
Retired Clergy Rev Kay Burnett, Rev David Wotton 
Reader Meriel Deasy   
General Information 
St Mary & St Peter, Pett  
Becoming a Friend                   Gill Plank         812154 
Donations                                 Lesley Wilkins 813206 
Churchyard                               Jan Marsh       812737 
St Nicholas, Pett Level             Fran Rogers     812964 

 
ROOMS FOR HIRE: 
Methodist Chapel:  Wendy Hatch; 01424 812297; familyhatch1@gmail.com 
Sports Pavilion:   Stuart Ware;  01424 815197; sjw@meadowshed.co.uk 
Village Hall:   07850 469314; tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk  
New Beach Club:   01424 812080; info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk 
 

 
If you want to be in included in this section then please let us know 
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VILLAGE DIARY 
 
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

 

 
There is always a lot 

happening so look through 
the magazine to find out 

what is going on 

Mon 9.30am Flowerpots Toddlers Group VH 
Mon 6.30pm Pilates VH 
Mon 7.30pm Village Voices MC 
Tue 10.30am POPP VH 
Tue 5.00pm Yoga VH 
Tue 5.30pm Weight Watchers VH 
Tue 7.00pm The Club (youth club) CHF 
Tue 7.15pm Pole Dancing VH 
Wed 7.00pm Dance for Fitness VH 
Wed 9.30am Badminton (members only) VH 
Thu 9.30am Yoga VH 
Thu 3pm & 7pm Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr) VH 
Thu 3.45pm ‘Busyart’ art/craft club CHF 
Fri 9.30am Badminton (members only) VH 
MONTHLY & BI-MONTHLY ACTIVITIES  Date this month 
Mon 7.00pm Village Hall Committee meet 

on the 1st Monday of 
alternative months 

VH No meeting in April  

Tue 7.30pm to 
9.30pm 

Pett Parish Council meet on the 
3rd Tuesday of alternative 
months 

VH No meeting in April 

Wed 10.00am to 
midday 

Village Coffee Morning & 
Community Library 

VH 3rd  

Wed 7.30pm to 
9.30pm 

Pett Women’s Institute VH 17th Dementia & Deaf 
Awareness 

Tue 7.30pm Gardening Club VH 9th Members Spring Gardens 
& Plant Sale 

VH Village Hall; NBC New Beach Club; MC Methodist Chapel; CHF Clubhouse, Fairlight Rec 
 
PETT CHURCH SERVICES 
April 7th   9:30am Holy Communion (Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy) 
April 14th    9:30am Palm Sunday (Meriel Deasy) 
April 18th 7:30pm Maundy Thursday Holy Communion, St. Peter, Fairlight 
April 19th  10:30am Good Friday Church to Chapel Walk of Witness 
April 21st 9:30am Easter Day Holy Communion (Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy) 
April 25th    2:30pm Meditation, St Nicholas, Pett Level 
April 28th   9:30am Holy Communion (Richard Barron) 

 
THE POST OFFICE is open between 12.30 to 3pm on Monday & Thursday 
at the Methodist Chapel. You can also buy postage stamps from Phil the 
Butcher. 
 

Every effort is made to keep this is up to date but we are not always told of changes – if unsure 
you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates. 
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