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ROBIN WRITES:

HOLD ON TO THE FAITH

For my daily reading | have just read Jude v20, which has the words “Build
yourselves up in your most holy faith®. This month we see THREE OF THE
MOST SIGNIFICANT DAYS in the Church’'s calendar, namely ASCENSION
DAY, WHITSUNDAY (or Pentecost) and TRINITY SUNDAY. We are well
famiiiar with the word "HOLIDAY”, in which we delight (nol least Eileen and
myself, as we have our summer break this month!). The word obviously comes
from “HOLY DAY". The country had time off work to focus on the key days of
faith, that became “Holy Days". Ascension Day can pass, even in the Christian
calendar virtually unnoticed, as it is on a Thursday. It is no longer a holiday,
although traditionally Church schools used to have a service in the focal Church
and the children were given the rest of the day off. The “Whitsun” holiday, has
now become the May Bank Holiday. Trinity has been swallowed up by the new
ASB Service book, which has now Sundays after Pentecost rather than Trinity!
How these three central facets of our faith need reaffirming and “holding” with
conviction.

Ascension - the Ascension declares thal the work of our Lord Jesus Christ is &
“Finished Work®, He has returned to God the Father and he reigns in heaven

awaiting the Day He will come again. He now ever lives to represent us before
the Father, and plead our cause before Him. It would be good if wherever we
are on 8 May we might acknowledge the Lordship of Christ in our lives, and
prepare ourselves for His return.

Pentecost - this year Whitsunday is on 18 May, the Sunday of the month when
there will be a Communion at each Church in the Benefice as its main service.
This will be good. Originally committed Anglicans were encouraged always to
be at His Table at Christmas, Easter and Pentecost, even if they missed at
other times. Also on this day the informal Praise and Worship will be held at St
Peter's in the evening "Where the Spirit is there is freedom”. It would be a joy if
many from the Benefice made a special effort to attend this service.

Trinity Sunday - falls on 25 May. The Benefice Standing Committee has asked
that we have a BENEFICE UNITED SERVICE in the afternoon at 3.00 pm on
this day 1o demonstrate our oneness in Chrisl. It will need a special effort on a
holiday weekend, but please try to be with us outside St Nicholas, Pett Level 1o
witness the Faith!

Have happy HOLY DAYS this year.
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PETT AND PETT LEVEL ROTAS MAY 1997
ST LAURENCE ROTAS MAY 1997 4th 9.30 am PARISH COMMUNION (Pelt)
PRESIDENT/PREACHER - Revd Robin Baich
INTERCESSIONS - Mrs A Hawksley
4th MATINS - EASTER 5 - (White) SIDESPERSONS - M( J Greenfield, Mr J Hiatt
Efg\iflgsgwaEﬁc'gR : bc SHOILM chag Lowhioo ggiggg hh;lhrzs AMHg\iiZfey 1 Corinthians 15:21 - 28
- Mrs Gainsbury, Miss Groves, ' g2 : = P
SIDESMEN - Miss Groves,%rs Smith NS SO Pelt Level flowers - Mrs M Parson, ‘cleaning - Mrs J Slack
READSE e S oo Py 26: - 12 7th  11.00 am HOLY COMMUNION (Pett Level)
' : CELEBRANT - Canon Michael Townroe
" RESIDENTIPREAGHER - Revd owen Tnomas T CELEBRANT " Rovd Humphrey Newnan
- Rev en Th :
FLOWERS - Mrs Pearson, Mrs Jagger O'{?rassei” READER/SIDESPERSON - Miss M Deasy - Ephesians 1:15 - 23
SIDESMEN - Mr Barnett, Mrs Breeds Pett Level flowers and cleaning - Mrs R Moon
ELEMENTS - Col Parks, Mrs Williams
READERS . . MFBamett~ Daniel 7.6 14 l 10.30 am CHRISTIAN AID SERVICE (Pett)
R Frheoions 115 oz SDESPERSON - Mrs Goodsell
18th  PARISH COMMUNION - PENTECOST (WHITSUNDAY) - (Red 18th  9.30 am PARISH COMMUNION (Pett)
PRES!DENT/PREACHE.R.I Revd Humphrey Newman ) o) PRESIDENT/PREACHER - Canon Michael Tgwr;roe
FLOWERS - Mrs Wicking, Mrs D Griffiths INTERCESSIONS - Mrs R Taylor, Mr J Taylor
- Young People ?
9 b READER - Mrs J Coby - Acts 2:1 - 11
Pell Level flowers and cleaning - Mrs J Slack
25th  PARISH COMMUNION - TRINITY SUNDAY (PENTECOST 1) - (Whi
PRESIDENT/PREACHER - Revd Owen Thor&mas D Nt 25th %gﬁsg‘Rig‘fY COMMUN,'QON d(*;e‘t‘).Leé’g:zm
gkgggﬁzﬁ X hﬂ%ﬁfﬁ:ﬁw PR T AL READER/SIDESPERSON - Mis A Havksley - Ephesians 1:3 14
ELEMENTS - Mr Jury, Mrs Page Pett Level flowers and cleaning - Mrs A Hawksley
READERS - hl\j‘!r Tytherleigh - Isaiah 6:1 - 8 9.30 am MATINS (Pett)
- Mr Greenwood - Ephesians 1:3 - ‘
e 4 PRESIDENT/PREACHER - Canon Michael Townroe
' SIDESPERSONS - Mrs K Jury, Mrs P Bowman
READERS - Mrs B Vick - Exodus 1:1 - 10
> - Miss M Turner - Acts 2:22 - 36
PETT FLOWER ROTA
y 4 May Mrs Jury, Mrs Spore
11 May Mrs Medlock, Mrs Grundy
18 May Mrs Jury, Mrs Hogan

25 May Mrs Carr, Mrs Hogan
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AROUND PETT CHURCH

On Easter Sunday four beautiful hassocks were dedicated by the Rector. We
are grateful to those who have made them, Kay Jury in memory of her
daughter, Christine, who tragically died in 1992, Pat Libby, the daughter of Vera
Furner also made one, having previously won a competition with her hassock
making! Avril Thurley made two, one in memory of Joyce Cooper, and the
other was her own chosen design. The Church is made special by members
who add their own gifts and abilities. Thank you for these. Next time you are in
Church use your hassock and see the design and what it depicts. That will be a
blessing to you.

We were also greatly blessed as a Church and a village by the baptism of Jesse
Alexander Halley the grandson of Jerry and Sue Kind of “Wythenden". Jesse’s
mum grew up in the village and the Revd John Read was invited back to take
the ceremony, bringing back lots of memories. The Church was packed on the
Sunday afternoon. The family are over here from Australia and are staying
through this month. It was good to see Sue looking so well and we continue to
remember her in our prayers,

One‘of the godparents, Dean Allen, was unable to come from Auslralia for the
service, hut he was praying for Jesse there (11.30 pm Australian time!) and he
was remembered in the service. We also received the support and blessing of
Archdeacon John Emerson from Townsville, Adelaide. W0 was a very
memorable occasion.

IN THE REGISTERS

In Pett Church - Infant Baptism
13 April - Jesse Alexander Hailley (Townsville, Queensland, Australia)
as from “Wythenden", Pelt Road

Burial of Ashes
20 April - Ethel Frances Shepherd {from the previous Jacobs family of Pett)

In Guestling Church
Burial in the Churchyard after service
24 April - Betly Nellie Rapson of 22 Austen Way (76 years)

We are very sad to hear of the death of Raiph Lee of Friar's Hill. We extend
our deep sympathies to Audrey at this time. They have recently been members
of St Helen's, Ore but remained close friends of Guestling Church.
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 1997 11 - 17 MAY

'Ereedom to live' is the theme of Christian Aid Week 1997, which focuses on
India as it cleebrates 50 years of independence.

Although this ‘freedom’ is a cause for celebration, the relief and development
work done overseas is still vital. It helps some of the poorest people in the
world - people like 12 year old Moti.

Moti lives in the slums of Raipur, South India. He shares a one room house
with his brother, sisters and parents. They have no electricity, toilet or running
water. Moti has to work to help feed his family. He is a shoe-shiner, and walks
up to 8 miles a day looking for customers, earning about 30p a day.

Moti's parents believe education is the key to improving their children’s lives,
but they cannot afford for Moti not o work. However, Moti recently starled
going to evening classes, and a playtime in the park on Sundays. Both were sel
up by a commiitee which is run by local people to improve the lives of child
labourers. They are planning to offer food to families who put their children into
full time education, to make up for lost wages. This work is funded by an
annual grant from Christian Aid,

Christian Aid Week gives us a chance to assist projects such as this. We start
with a Coffee Morning al Paxstead, Pett Road (opposite Pett Recreation
Ground) from 10.00 am - 12.00 noon on Saturday 10 May with raffle, bring and
buy, plants and a sale of Traidcraft goods (fairly traded products from poorer
countries); there will also be an opportunity during the morning to see a short
video illustrating some of Christian Aid's work. We hope loads of people will
come to make it a happy social occasions as well as a good fundraiser.

Following that, during Christian Aid Week itself, there will be house-to-house
money collections in Guestling and Pett.

If the experience of previous years is repeated, we know that local generosity
will mean a wonderful response; please be assured that whatever support you
can give will be warmly appreciated and put to good use.

Rosemary Gainsbury and Ray Taylor

................................................................. - - ————————

PETT JUMBLE SALE - many thanks to Chris Harris and everyone who helped
with the jumble sale. A magnificent £432.02 was raised.
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CONCERT AT GUESTLING - 7.00 pm on Saturday 3 May NOT Sunday 4 May
as previously advertised. The Croft Area Wind Orchestra and Hastings &
Rother Youth Singers will give a performance on that evening. Tickets £2.50
(adults) £1.00 (children) available in advance after church services or at the
door; included in the price is a drink of tea or coffee during the interval. Please
come and help support the youth of the area in their musical activities.

SPRING FAIR - Saturday 17 May in Guestling Village Hall, 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm.
We need cakes, plants, produce, bric-a-hrac, tins and bottles for the tombola. A
list is displayed in the church porch showing whom you should contact for
particular stalls, This is a fund raising event, We need your help in supplying
produce and items which will appeal on the day and if you can come along and
support the event so much the better!

THREE OAKS WI - the next meeting will be the 'Resolution Meeting’ on 8 May
at 2.15 pm in the Village Hall. New members will be very welcome.

QUIZ NIGHT - 7 May at 7.30 pm. Entry £1 per person, teams of 8 maximum.
Refreshments.

THREE OAKS GARDENING CLUB - will be holding a plant market on Sunday
18 May at 2.00 pm in 1he Vullage > Hall.

.................................................

GUESTLING & Dl§1R§CT WELFARE ASSOCIATION - the AGM of the
Guestiing & District Welfare Association will be held in Ickiesham Village Hall

on Monday 12 May at 2.30 pm. Mrs Veronica Bishop, Direclor of Nursing
Services at St Michael's Hospice will be the speaker. There will be a Bring &
Buy Stall, a raffle and a FREE TEA. Please come and support us.

PETT WI - meets for the annual Resolutions discussion on Friday 16 May in the
Village Hall at 2.30 pm.

PETT GARDEN CLUB - the May meeting will be in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm
on 13 May. Colin Page from Harborough Nurseries will bring some bedding
plants and lots of expert advice. Please bring your questions. Prospective
members welcome to join us for an interesting evemng

PETT CRICKET CLUB Sunday fixtures for May
4 May Winchelsea - away - 2.30 pm

11 May Guestling & Old Hastings - home - 2.30 pm
18 May Park - home - 2.30 pm

25 May Clive Vale - home - 2.30 pm

There will be a League match at Petlt every Saturday either 1st or 2nd XI|

— L
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PETT BOWLS CLUB - We are looking forward to the start of the bowling
season, on our new greens, on Open Day, Saturday 3 May at 2.30 pm. We will
be welcoming old and new members and if you would like to *have a go" and
experience the fascination of getting your bowl next to the white jack, please
contact the Chairman, tel: 812615. Friendly tuition and advice will be given 1o
alt beginners.

Joy Hankin, Hon Secrelary

JERRY and SUE KIND wish to lhank most smcerely all those who helped to
make the christening of their grandson, Jesse, such a wonderful and memorable
occasion on Sunday 13 April. (The choir, organist, flower arrangers, flag flyers,
photographers and others unheraided). !t was most generous of John Read
(plus his chauffeur, Frances) to turn out to complete the celebration. Whilst
Jesse may not remember too much Joanna and Dave certainly will!

- e n - - ———————-

MAYTIME IN THE BENEFICE

3 (transferred from 4th) an evening with the HASTINGS WIND BAND at
St Laurence, Guestling (details and tickets from Rosemary Gainsbury
(812254)

4th 10.30 am at St Andrew's, Family Service with Baptisms
Robin and Eileen on Summer Holiday from 5 - 21 May

5th St Andrew's a point for the HASTINGS CHURCHES "LOAF” WALK

7th 7.30 pm BENEFICE SUMMER SCHOOL (St Peter's) (and fortnightly)

8th ASCENSION DAY (Fairlight Ecumenical Group)

10th 10.00 am - 12.00 noon CHRISTIAN AID FAIR al Fairlight Village Hall

10.00 am COFFEE MORNING for Christian Aid at Paxstead, Pett

Road, Pett

DIOCESAN SYNOD at BRIGHTON

CHRISTIAN AID COMMISSIONING SERVICES at 10.30 am at both St

Andrew’s and Pett Church (Christian Aid Week 12 - 18 May)

GUESTLING SPRING FAIR (Village Hall)

RYE DEANERY “YOUTH FORUM" at “The Oasts” 10.00 am - 3.30 pm

(Names immediately to the Reclor or Deanery Representalives)

WHITSUNDAY

6.30 pm Pentecost Special at St Peter's led by Ketland Dyer and

Friends (all welcome)

23rd - 27th Upper Tooling Crusaders camp at Fairlight

11th
17th

18th

25th 10.30 am Morning Special at St Andrew's with the Crusader Group
3.00 pm BENEFICE OPEN AIR SERVICE by St Nicholas, Pett Level

20th  7.30 pm GUESTLING PCC (Reclory)

31st 2.00 - 4,00 pm ST ANDREW'S SUMMER FETE (Field)



REMEMBERING SEAFARERS ON
SEA SUNDAY — JULY 13TH

Seafarers spend most of their
working lives isolated at sea,
away from their homes, families,
and the community ashore. While
they may be out of sight, they
play a vital part in all our lives
whether we live near the sea, or
miles inland.

In fact we depend on seafarers
for many of our daily needs -
petrol for our cars and much of the
food we eat are just two examples.

To do their vital jobs, seafarers
not only face long periods cut off
from the shore. Their work can be
dangerous and when they reach
port they are often "strangers”,
faced with an alien culture and
an unfamiliar language.

The Missions to Seamen, a
missionary society of the Anglican

(;af 0P for seafy rep

Church, offers a welcome and
friendship to these "strangers” on
your behalf. Working through a
network of chaplains and staff in
ports throughout the world, we
visit crews on their ships, and run
centres where seafarers can relax
ashore, meet people from the
local community, worship in the
chapel, and get help with any
kind of problem.

We are at work 365 days a
year, providing practical and
spiritual support for seafarers of
all nationalities and creeds. Once
a year, on Sea Sunday, we ask
you to remember seafarers and
their families in your prayers, and
to support the caring work that
The Missions to Seamen does on
behalf of the whole Church.

s Wo )
ridwide The Missions to Seamen

St Michael Paternoster Royal, College Hill, London EC4AR 2RL Tel: 0171 248 5202 Fax: 0171 248 4761
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NATURE NOTES

Early in the morning of 28 March | put up a snipe in a field near Pannel Lane. it
flew very fast in zigzags, the aerial equivalent of a hare jinking. Most of our
summer migrants are back with us now, although some, like the spotted
flycatchers, are always late arrivals. You can attract flycatchers to your garden
by pulting up a nest box, similar to a tit box but with an open front. In my
garden they have also nested in a low gutter just inches from a hanging basket
which was watered every day. |'ve heard of birds nesting actually in hanging
baskets, but | don’t know how they manage when the baskel is watered; perhaps
they like having an en suite shower,

On Easter Monday | took part in a walk on the South Downs. i was a hit early
for cowslips, but there were lots of violets, and the skylarks were pure joy. This
is one of the once-common species now suffering a worrying decline, though
the RSPB is doing ils besl to remedy the siluation - surely a cause worth

supporting.

The glorious but unseasonable weather at the end of March brought my four
fruit trees (apple, plum, cherry and pear) into blossom at the same time. This is
the first time | can recall this happening. It was noticeable too that all the
different types of daffodil and narcissi flowered simultaneously, which certainly
made for a spectacular show.

No doubt we've all been comet-watching. What a pity such a beautiful celestial
visitor was given such a boring name! When you think of the speed at which it
is moving, and yet it hardly seems to move in the sky, you get some idea of the
immense distance involved. Awesome, isn't it?

Avril Thurley

CHERNOBYL CHILDREN - RYE - This summer, for the 3rd year, Rye will be
hosting children from Belarus who have been affected by the Chernoby! nuclear
disaster. This has not been possible without the kindness and generosily of
local people, and this year is no exception. Your help is needed again, as we
are looking for host families to accommodate the children who will be staying
from 16 July - 13 August. The children stay in pairs with the host families and it
is important that one parent is not working. The children are taken out on most
days, and it is lovely if the families can join in with the trips as well, especially
children belonging to the host family. (f you are interested and would like to
know more please contact Denise Gibbs on (01797) 226770 or Janet Waddams
on (01797) 223188.
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CHURCH ANNUAL MEETINGS

Both Guestling and Pett Churches had their Annual Meetings last month, on 10
and 15 April.

For Guestling it was a matter of “no change" as last year's elections were for
three years. This included the Deanery Represenlatives (Derek and Kath
Greenwood) and the members of the PCC who will serve until 1999. Derek
Greenwood was also appointed as the PCC representative on the new scheme
for the ROBERT BRADSHAW (SCHOOL) TRUST which is about to be sealed
by the Charity Commission. Ken Tytherleigh' and Margaret Barnett were
reelected as Churchwardens for the coming year, Thanks were expressed for
the faithful service over the past year.

For Pett Parish Church the Annual Meeting again elected Angela Hawksley and
Meriel Deasy 1o serve for another year as Churchwardens. The PCC is elecled
each year and a strong council was elected for the coming year. Namely: Joan
Zeepvatl, Catherine Hollman, Chris Harris, Doreen Goodsell, John Taylor,
Phyllis Gerreli, Bernard Dibble, Joan Medlock, Tom Clarkson, Frances Taylor,
Beryl Vick and Muriel Turner. Eileen Balch (Reader) and Canon Michael co-
opted. Deanery Representatives Bill and Gladys Cooper.

The Elecloral Rolls are now Pett - 68 and Guestiing - 64 (with Fairlight - 148 the
Benefice tolal is now 280). Both meetings report a satisfactory year. The
Treasurers announced healthy surpluses of income over expenditure. However,
there are building works to be done at both churches. Guestling is hoping to
build a toilet into the tower area. Pett needs pointing to the walls, but the lack of
funds is delaying the work. The stained glass window needs extensive repairs,
but unless the church finds grants or gifts, there is no chance of this being
underlaken in the near future.

The Rector referred to the LISTENING YEAR. Questionnaires are being
prepared for congregations and communities, He asked members of-the
Churches to seriously consider attending the QUIET DAY on 7 June. Brochures
are inall the Churches. John Ford is visiling the Churches again on 19 October
when there will be a shared lunch at Guestiing Village Hall followed by a
discussion and a United Service at Guestling Church in the afternoon.

.............................................

.....................................

RYE DEANERY invites you to attend a FORUM to discuss the issues explored
in the report YOUTH A PART - Young People and the Church on Saturday 17
May from 10.00 am - 3.30 pm at The Northiam Oasts. Please let the Rector
know if you are able to attend.
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PETT PARISH PUMP

The Parish Assembly was much better supported this year, no doubt partly due
to the eye-catching notices (thank you Charlotte) and also because the subject,
Traffic Calming Measures, was of particular interest to many parishioners. Mr
Graham Fumess, Divisional Highways Engineer with ESCC, gave a very
informative talk, illustrated with slides showing various methods of calming
traffic. He said that before any measures could be taken, a survey had to be
carried out to find out just how fast traffic is actually going, since pedestrians
tend to over-estimate while motorists under-estimate their speed. He also said
that ESCC has no money at present, so don't hold your breath! However, the
Parish Council will keep the matter under review, so that when finance is
available plans will have been agreed and he ready for action.

The Council Chairman, Andrew Dunlop, in his annual report thanked some of
the people who have given service to the Parish over the past year. It is always
perilous 1o list names, hecause as sure as God made little apples someone will
be forgotten, but there are two people who particularly deserve the thanks of
parishioners. One is our Postmaster, Tony, who allows the Post Office to be
used as a repository for Planning Applications and assorted information |eaflels.
The other is Mr Eric Newton, who for many years has kept an expert eye on the
Parish’s stiles and gates. He has made several of them himself - you can tell by
the star cut into the wood, and by the fact that you don't get splinters when Eric
has been on the job!

You may have noticed that the big slide has now gone from the Recreation
Ground. The new equipment, which will cater for a wider age range, should be
installed within the next month or so, in plenty of time for the Summer holidays.

Avril Thurley, Clerk to Pett Parish Council

There will be an exhibition in Chichester Cathedral in May of tapestnes crealed
by Ursula Benker-Schirmer. The Dean and Chapter commissioned Ursula
Benker-Schirmer to design and make a tapestry which would enhance the area
behind St Richard's altar in the retrochoir. The symbols and colours of the
design reflect the joy of crealion and the glory and light which the Christian
gospel brings, and incorporates specific references to the life and works of St
Richard of Chichester. The central panel was woven in Marklredwilz and the
outer panels at West Dean College in Sussex. The retrochoir is where the
ashes of George Bell (Bishop, 1920-58) are interred. He did much to foster
relations with the Lutheran Church in Germany and in paricular with Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. The link is perpetuated foday through continued friendship with the
Church in Berlin and Bavaria. The tapestry is dedicated to these two former
Bishops of Chichester and symbolises the ongoing process of reconciliation and
peace.
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NEW DIOCESAN OFFICIALS

This summer sees a new BISHOP OF LEWES and a new ARCHDEACON of
LEWES and HASTINGS.

BISHCP WALLACE BENN

Wallace is to be consecrated as Bishop on 1 May. Our first chance lo meet him
will be his introduction at CARITAS al ARDINGLY SHOW GROUND on
SATURDAY 21 JUNE. (We have booked a coach for this, please record your
name on the list in the back of the Church).

Wallace has been a member of the Council of “REFORM". Reform is the
“Evangelical” equivalent of “Forward in Faith® the Anglo/Catholic Organisation
formed after the vole to allow the ordination of Women to the Priesthood.
Reform has objected to the ordination of women to ultimate ieadership in the
Church on the principle of *Headship” which is taught in the New Teslament.
Reform has moved on to make a challenge of the Church of England based on
‘biblical  principles and has considerably widened its base. Wallace's
appointment gives due weight to the influence of "Classical" Evangelicalism
within the contemporary Anglican Church, He has recently been the Vicar of St
Peter's, Harold Wood. It is a very well known and influential Conservative
Evangelical Church. He is much respected in evangelical circles, and | am sure
will bring a powerful ministry among us in days to come.

CANON NICHOLAS READE will take up his role as Archdeacon in August.
(Hugh Glaisyer is retiring in June and there will be a farewell service on 25
May). At present he is the Vicar of St Mary's, Eastbourne and Rural Dean of
Eastbourne. He is a history and theological graduate of Leeds University. Al
Leeds he met his wife Christine, who is the daughter of the former Archdeacon
of Westminster herself a theological graduate. Their daughter, Claire, teaches
Religious Education at St Leonards-Mayfield Convent School.

Before ordination in 1973, Canon Reade trained for the minisiry al the College
of Resurrection, Mirfield. He was curate of St Chadm Coseley, Curate of
Codsall, Vicar of Upper Gornal (all in the Diocese of Lichfield). Then he moved
to Mayfield in 1988 where he was Rural Dean of Dallington for six years before
moving to Eastbourne.

Canon Reade and Wallace Benn will bring the two main emphases on the
Church (both Catholic and Evangelical) to our Episcopal Area.

Copy for the June magazine should be sent to Frances Taylor, Summer Hayes,
Pett Road, Pett, telephone 813437 by 14 May please.







