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RECTOR'S LETTER

My Dear Friends,

June has been a very eventful month around the churches. We
have had a very successful Spring Fair at Guestling and a
beautiful Confirmation Service. Work in the churchyards has
gone on with a vengeance and I am most grateful to those of
you who willingly give up so much time, We have a policy of
keeping certain areas of our churchyards mown and cleared,
while allowing other areas to remain a natural habitat for
flora and fauna. Both our churches need attention, and as
you will see Guestling faces yet another major repair job,
this time to the tower,

The parishes enjoyed a visit by the Church Army, and Pett
welcomed a Salvation Army visit. We shared in the
Anniversary at Pett Methodist Church, packed with Methodists
and Anglicans, and I, was honoured to take that Service and
preach at the request of the Rev Bernard Dowding. He moves
from Hastings to Colchester in October, with responsibility
fox churches in the Colchester district. We congratulate him
and wish him well. We look forward to a happy and fruitful
assocliation with his successor.

The beautiful weather augers well for the "Wedding season®.
I look forward to the wedding between Paul Goodsell and
Sandra Buss. Paul is the son of Val and Vick Goodsell, and
grandson of the late "Spen® and Mabel Glazier. Spen was for
many years the very loyal and competent verger of Pett Church
and must surely be rejoicing with them ‘'on another shore'.
Val and Vick do sterling work for the church in’ the family
tradition. We owe Vick a debt of gratitude for keeping Pett
on time by looking after the clock. We wish Mabel well:
sadly she is in hospital now.

Every wedding reminds us of God's wisdom in making the loving
family the basis of stability in society. Of all the
institutions through which we pass in life, - school,
college, work, clubs, soclietias, the church, - Qur
friendships are often transient. Oux families are those
institutions which remain important through the whole of
life. Ideally they are the repository of love, stability and
fellowship. 'The church is a family, our wider family in
which we are all united by ties of love, care and support.
We have been particularly aware of the prayerful thoughts of
the Church families during the worrying time of my mother's



illness. I am glad to say that she seems to be a great deal

petter, and recovery, =~ though siow, - seems sure.
With all good wishes for your holidayg.

Every blessing,

fours sincerely,

Michael.
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JULY SERVICES

' t Boly Communion 8,00am
2 (Visication of B,V.M.) Holy Communion 10,00am
23 (8t Mary Magdalen) Holy Communion 10,00am

Pett

6 & 20 Parish Communion 9.45am
13 Family Service 10.00am
27 Morning Prayer 9.45am
guestling

6 Family Service 11.00arm
13 & 27 Pariah Communion 11.00am
20 Morning Prayer 11.00am

SERVICE THEMES DURING THE MONTH OF JULY

6 The more excellent way

13 Fruit of th irs
20 The whole armour of God the Spirit

27 The Mind of Christ

hA A kxR

FROM THE REGISTERS

Baptism
RTEHGEKS MARK JONES at Guestling, 29th June
DARREN BRIAN APPS at Guestling, 12th June
Marriage
PAUL GOODSELL and SANDRA BUSS at Pett, 21st June
Funerals
THOMAS VICTOR COOK at Hastings Crematori
3 um, 30th M
ROBERT FRED OSBORNE at Pett, 19th June \ 24
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord and let light perpetual

shine upon them.
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WATER® SUPPLY’ (‘GUESTLING)

Having received the Faculty, work will soon take place. It
is my earnest hope to have water laid on for the Flower
Festival., Grateful thanks to Mrs Corrin Merricks of Church
Farm for allowing us a branch supply. Otherwise, it would
have been too expensive. Thanks to J. Hughes for negotiating
with contractors.

Rector.
ARKER KN N AR

CONFIRMATION {GUESTLING)

It was a great joy to welcome Bishop Peter. A Dbeautiful
evening enhanced the enjoyment of the lovely Service attended
by candidates, parents, friends, relatives and members of
both congregations. As is general now, the candidates made
their very special act of First Communion, a moment they will
treasure as they make regular acts of Communion throughout
their laives. Please pray for the newly confirmed, {named
last month): May God Bless them and give them wmuch joy in

their Communicant life.
Rector.

PR R A EE T

GUESTLING CHURCH TOWER

During the storms of March a good deal of damage was done to
Guestling tower., This was particularly bad on the south and
south-west facing walls which receive the worst of the
weather in the form of salty rain-bearing winds. The result
has been that serious spalling of the Bath stone has taken
place over the years and the winds of March brought much of
it down, exposing other layers to damage. In the 1890°'s
following a serious fire at the church, extensive rebuilding
and restoration took place. The Victorians were prone to
using very hard mortars both in building and re-pointing.
These mortars are far harder than the stones they bind.
Walls have to breathe and dissipate moisture., Whexe mortars
are so hard such breathing has to take place through the
stonework itself rather than through the mortar. Frost is
ruinous to damp stonework since it freezes trapped water,
thus flaking and spalling the stonework, All these things
nave happened at Cuestling Church, and we must now put the
tower into good order. 'The projected cost is £10,500, a huge
expense for us, but one which is vital at this astage if
furthar and much greater damage is to be prevented.

Rectox .
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GUESTLI_{JG SPRING FAIR

What a wonderful Fair again this year! And such a splendird

resulcl I am most grateful for all the goodwill and hard
work which combined to wmake attractive and well-stocked
stalls. Success is due in large measure to Lady Ashburaham

and her helpers, 1 do thank you alil
18 much appreciated.,
Church Funds.

for your generosity. It
The total raised was a mighty £953 for

Rector.
LE RS S RN
ARQURD THE PARISHES
Meeting Point: 16 July, Park Cott, Guestling, 8pm Flower

arranging (K. Gainsbury). Bring flowers, 0asis, eto.
Guestling collection: The May collections were £217 and the
total for the vyear to date is {£1144, Christian Aid
collection in the parish was £165 and £29 has been sent
Church Army in June.

Three Oaks there will be a talk on

A.C.W.W.

W.I.: On

10th July

Royal British Legion:

The next meating is on 7th July at The
Smuggler at 7.30pm.

Pett Cricker Club: Home fixtures are as follows:-
5, Udimore; 6, 014 Hastings; 12, Edmonton Veterans; 19,
Icklesham Casuals F.C,

Guestling P.C.C,: Next

S meeing is  on
Andrew’'s Peep at 7.15pm.

4th July at St.

Pett P.C.C.:
7pm.

Next meeting is on 15th July at the Rectory at

Pett Level Preservation 7Trust: The annual Fete is on the

Trust lapd at Pett Level on Sunday, 17th August. All offers
of help or suggestions to Mrs Hawksley (812705).
Pett & Fairlight Friendship Club: (Over Sixties) Our Club

urgently needs new members, male or female.
Thursday at Pett Village Hall,
luncheon, coffee, tea for #£1.

a natter or bring your
fortnightly. If
Newman (813481).

We meet every

Free door to door transport,
Friendly atmosphere, scrabble,
knitting, Publie Library visits
interested ring Mrs Evans (813269) or Mrs

Bradshaw C.E.

Primary School, Guastling:
the mobile

classroom from the

In order to hide
road, the Governors have
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Taking
it easy

Most of us put a geod deal of
thought inte our annual week
or two away and it probably
costs us a lot of money. What
do we hope to get from it?

A change of routine

Maost of us would be lost without
a degree of monotony in our
lives! The daily round, the
predictable pattern of things,
means much to us. But it's
always good to have a change,
othenwise the regular pattern
which should be te us a comfort
and a security soon becomes
instead a wretched burden.

The stimulus of new things
Going away on holiday takes us
to places we may not before have
visited and enables us to meet
new people and te make new
friends. We live through fresh
experiences. Of course we need
a balance between old and new.

We are rightly content with the
familiar (places and faces), but if
we are not to descend into a dull
complacency we need also new
sights and fresh faces to
stimulate us, to extend our
horizons and to put new life into
our flagging spitits.

The perspective of distance
Things sometimes get on top of
ust We need to stand back or
stand aside and see things in
(better) perspective. The day-to-
day worries, some of them half-
imaginary and some of them all
too real, take on a different
significance when we see them
from a distance. AAnd this new

perspective helps us on our
return to take up the daily cares
with new courage,

The refreshment of idleness
Maost of us work quite hard:
some work very hard. The old
saying is perfectly true: ‘all work
and no play makes Jack 2 dull
boy'. Life is meant to include
work, but it is not meant endy for
work. Sleep and rest are built
into the very fabric of life. A
heliday that is so strenuous that
atits end we feel we need a rest
is not the kind of holiday mest of
us need!

So take it easy (if you can) and
have a good holiday.

NewJc ight
ontne
Parables

by the Revd DrA. L. Moore

The poor fool

And he told them this
parable; “There was a rich
man whose land yiclded
heavy crops. He debated with
himself: “What am 1 to do? I
have not the space to store
my produce. This is what 1
will do,” said he: “I will pull
down my storchouses and
build them bigger. I will
collect in them all my corn

and other goods, and then say
to myself, ‘Man, you have
plenty of good things laid by,
enough for many years: take
life easy, eat, drink, and enjoy
yvourself.,'” But God said to
him, “You fool, this very night
you must surrender your life;
you have made your meney
— whe will get it now?” That
is how it is with the man whe
amasses wealth for himself
and remains a pauper in the
sight of God.’ (Luke 12.16-21,
NEB)

The man in our story was highly
successful, se much so that he
had practical preblems coping
with the abundance of his
wealth, But he was really quite
poor because he was three times
a fool!

o page eght

What Do

You Think?

Question Compatition

What Christian book,
other than the Bible, has
had the greatest
influence on your life?

Answers in not more than
100 words, should be
sent to Question
Competition, The Sign, St
Thomas House, Becket
Streel, Oxford, OX1 1SJ
by 31 July. A £6 Book
Token will be awarded to
the winning enlry.
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Questions? Problems? Oplnlons? Let the Edltor hear about

them. Write to ‘Your Letters and Comments', The Sign, St

Thomas House, Becket Street, Oxford, OX1 1SJ. Please

enclose s.a.e. A £4 Book Token will be sent to the writer of
any letter published.
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Success in Life

We asked readers to send
in thelr own definitions of
what in fact is success in
life. A large number of
thoughtful answers were
recefved. We print here as
many of thelr interesting
answers as space allows.
The winning enfry is
printed on page 3. — Ed.

Knowing God’'s Will

Success in life consists in
knowing God’s will for ene’s life,
and realizing one’s true potential
by being led by God through all
walks of life for the good of all
mankind. A truly successful
person will have the joy and
certainty of knowing that all
things, even the worst that may
fshm\ will eventually turn
out to be good Jesus was
supremely successful because
despite the pain and agony he
had to endure¢ on the cross he
could confidently say that he had
accomplished the task that was
assigned to him by his Father,
— R.R, SELVENDRAN, NORWICH

The Capacity to Love
Success in lifc is not the
acquisition of material things,
nor even the status of a good job
in society. [ would define
success in life as the capacity to
love. The love | speak of is the
kind of self-giving love God has
for us and with which he wants

us to love our brothers whatever
their creed or culture or
nationality, This kind of loving is
not easy; but it is the one quality
of life that will endure forever.
People who have learnt to love in
this way, giving totally of
themselves, are the really
successful people in life.

— ). BOOTH, SEABURN

Happiness and Humility

Success in life can best be
defined perhaps in happiness
and humility. St Paul wrote: ‘]
have learned, in whatsoever statc
I am, therewith to be content’
{Philippians 4. 11). In terms of
positive action and behaviour,
the key to success in life can be
found in Jesus’ words: ‘I am
among you as he that serveth’
(Luke 22.27). Success in
Christian terms thus lies in
contentment and in service to
others. — G.H. BEECKEY (DR),
HULL

A Matter of Comparison

Success in life depends very
much upon the personal point of
view in comparison to those of
others. Success to an African
chicf might be to own ten wives
and a hundred cattle. Toa
Christian it can mean a life of
service to others and the
constant worship of Ged.
Perhaps the best definition of
success in life is beautifully
summed up in ‘“My duty towards
God’, ‘My duty towards my

neighbour’, in the Book of
Common Prayer. If our life has
embraced all those things we can
without doubt say that our life
has been a success,

— G, CREMER, HORNSEY

Looking to Jesus

I believe the only way to have
success in life is when you ask
the Lord Jesus Christ into your
life as your own and personal
Saviour. | believe that ne other
success will get you to heaven.
We all need to Icam to build our
lives on the Lord Jesus Christ,
— N. DEASLEY, DROMORE, CO.
TYRONE

The Accomplishment of
Alms

The best definition of success in
life that I can think of is true
happiness resulting front the
accomplishment of one's
worthiest aims. We would each
judge another person’s measure
of success differently; but if it
has not brought joy and
happiness it is not success.
Similarly an unworthy aim would
not qualify one for being a
success in life, — N, NICHOLS,
OXFORD

:Smﬂe Please

o Help wanted, Man wanted to
® handle dynamite. Must be

o able to travel unexpectedly. ¢
® Local press advertisement :

Bible Quiz

Find this Clothing

1. 'Strength and honour are
her clothing.'

2. 'Wolvesin sheep's
clothing.

3. 'Scribes in long clothes.'

4. 'Aman...inbright

5

6

clothes.'
. 'Awearer of gay clothes.'
. 'The people washed their
clothes,’'
Solution on page four
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A Hospital
Consultant
Anaesthetist

Itis very difficult to say in what
way one’s faith may affect one’s
working life. Indeed it is perhaps
doubtful whether it is n'gll:f and
proper to single out any one
particular aspect of one’s
activities for this special
consideration when it must
surely be true that one’s
convictions should colour every
aspect of one’s living. The
anaesthetist is perhaps unique
amongst doctors in that he may
claim his specialty had a divine
founder inasmuch as it is
recorded in Genesis 2.21, ‘and
the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam and he
slept: and he took one of his ribs,
and closed up the flesh instead
thereof. (It may be noted that
the biblical Hebrew word for
this particular ‘deep sleep’,
which occurs only three limes in
the Old T'estament, has been
adopted in modern Hebrew as
the word for anaesthesia!) Again
of all doctors the anacsthetist
stands alone in that, while today
his expertise is widely called on
in related fields of intensive care
and resuscitation, his basic
professional skills arc usually

Adverbisement

(MORE OR LESS )

LEUKAEMIA?

* More patient care

* Move research Nabonwide

* More bone marrow research

* Mcre hope than ever

* Meoce need of your help
NOW!

LEUKAEMIA

@ RESEARCH FUND
43 Great Ormond Streel

Londen WC1 014050101

practised on an unconscious
patient with whom
communication is not possible.
Moreover, by the time of the
actual anaesthetic the
anaesthetist is usually a masked
figure confronting an already
sedated patient, for which reason
it is not surprising that he is
often remembered as little as the
engine driver who takes his
passengers for other and less
dangerous rides. Nevertheless,
important parts of his work are
the pre-operative visit, at which
he can do much to reassure the
anxious patient, and post-
operative care in which some
friendly words can contribute te
the effects of pain-relieving
drugs and the alleviation of
anxiety.

Sheer Miracle

I think itis more helpful, at least
on a purely personal level, to
consider lﬁc effect of ene's
working life upon one’s faith. T'o
me the sheer miracle of every
anacsthetic has never ceased to
lose its wonder; that ene can
produce reversible
unconsciousness, abolition of all
sensation of pain, and ideal
conditions for the satisfactory
completion of surgery without
any apparent damage to the
patient as a whole and in
particular to that mest delicate of
organs the brain, never ceases to
cause me to marvel. The
psalmist wrote (107.23-24),
“They that go down to the seain

ships, that do business in great
waters — these see the works of
the Lord, and his wonders in the
deep’, words which I feel could
well be paraphrased for the
anaesthetist of today. Or again
he could not but eche Psalm
139, verse 14, ‘I will praise thee;
for 1 am fearfully and
wonderfully made: marvelious
are thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well’,

Declsions

Finally, one can never forget that
from time to time the
anaesthetist is involved in the
making of the distressing
decisions frequently referred to
as ‘turning o;} the life support
machine’, or the management of
those cases which most acutely
bring to the fore the whole
problem of life and death. I am
sure that in some inexplicable
way these experiences serve to
strengthen rather than to weaken
one’s deepest convictions.

QUESTIO’N.. o

We asked readers for their
definition of success in life, The
winning reply comes from L.
‘Hampson of Sidford, Devon:

In St Mark’s Gospel, 12.30-31,

Iwc have a definition of Ged’s
aw.

This involves the whole nature of

Man.

The heart is compassionate and

understanding.

The sonl is given to prayer and

cternal values.

The mind reasons and plans time

methodically.

Human strength, by the Grace of

God, works for His Glory to the

utmost.

Our neighbour is treated and

loved as ourselves.

So, success in life, is a fulfilling

of the LAW OF LOVE,
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AUD’S IDEAS WERE

FIERCELY OPPOSED BY
THE PURITANS DESPITE
THE EXAMPLE OF MANY
DEVOUT CHURCHMEN
LIKE GEORGE HERBERT
AND NICHOLAS FERRAR

THE
STORY.
OF OUR'
CHURCH

‘The Puritans

INALLY LAUD'S POUCY CAUSGS RIOTS IN LONDON
D EVEN STRONGER OFFOSITION IN PARLIAMENT

gain strength

SO THAT CHARLES HIMSELF |S UNABLE TO ARREST
FIVE LEADING MEMBERS HE ACCUSES OF TREASON

HE DLAR(S WAR ON PARlIAMiNT ETTING
UP HIS STANDARD AT NOTTINGHAM

BOOKSHELF

Through Cloud and Sunshine is not only a profoundly moving

Joy Martin Mombray’s Popular
Christian Paperbacks, £2.50

Deaconess Joy Martin, the author
of this book, terminall ill with
bone cancer, has writt n it in the
hope that it will help others to face
their difficulties with renewed
courage and confidence in God.
There has been plenty of cloud in
Joy Martin’s lifc; the sunshine in it
comes from her unconquerable
confidence in and reliance upon
God. The central message of the
whole book is the love of God, and
this thread runs through the
narrative as it has taken her
through the many difficultics and
triumphs of her life. Even the
physical act of writing this book
was accomplished with great
difficulty by Joy Martin. The result

book, but one which has a most
interesting and varied story to tell.
How, after a difficult childhood,
she eventually found lite within the
Chutch, became a reader, then a
Deaconess, is all narrated wath
much skill. This is the kind of
book of which a reader will feel
moved to say, on finishing i, 'l am
glad [ read that’,

Characters Around the Cross
Tom Houston MARC Enrope,
£1.95

The former Executive Director of
the Bible Society, a well known
Bible Expositor, has written an
interesting little book here, the
title of which explains it. Judas,
Peter, Caiaphas, Mary Magdalene,
Joseph, Pilot, Herod, Thomas, and
others, are gathered together here
and brought out in the pages of the
Gaospels and presented in a lively
and interesting manner.

Solution 1o Bit\e Quiz

on pagetwo

1. Prov.31.25 4. Acls 10.30
2. Matt. 715 5. Jas23

3. Mark 12.38 6. Ex.19.14
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‘( yood! We have ensugh for a choir now!'
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Tablets for Today

A simple guide to the Commandments

by Canon William Purcell
What Price Life?

You shall not kill
» (Exodus 20.13, RSY)

Before trying to find
x| out what this

asd Commandment has to
say to us new it is essential to
find what it does not say. It was
never intended to stand as a total
prohibition of the taking of life in
any circumstances. A look at its
origins makes that plain, It was
never intended as an argument
against capital punishment, or
euthanasia, or anything else of
that kind. It was bornin a
primitive socicty where the
limitation of killing was a
necessity if any kind of civilized
life was to be achieved. What it
prohibited was private killing for
gain or yengeance,

But behind that lay the
recognition of the hard truth that
man has always had an instinct
to kill, and that the taking of lifc
when it suits his convenience has
ahways come fearfully casy to
him. In the old world of the Old
‘T'estament it needed only the
flash of a dagger in some tribal
quarrcl and the deed was done.
In the modern world it needs
only the pressing of a button and
then again, the deed is donc on a
huge scale.

Restraint

This is where the whole thing
begins to link up with our ewn
situation new. This
Commandment represents an
attempt to impose some kind of
restraint upon the killing instinct
of man, and to implant in his
mind a due sense of the
solemnity of taking a human life
in any circumstances. So this

of enormous importance still to
say to us. The first truth which it
represents is that human life is
sacred.

This truth took a long time to
emerge from the past when men
killed each other easily. It could
disappear altogether in an age
like ours when it can be done
more easily still, by remote
control, and with consequences
undreamt of in any former time.
So the Commandment, ‘You
shall not kill’, is based on the
ﬂrinciplc of the huge value of

uman personality. Once that
sense of its value has been lost
sight of, drcadful possibilities
loom up, such as the gas

. chambers of the Second World

War-and the multi-mcgaton
death which is now a possibility
in an age of the nuclear bamb.

Principle

The ancient principle which this
Commandment cnshrines is
enormously meaningful at this
point — the principle of
reverence for life. One very
modern application of this
principle is to avoid thinking of
other parts of the human race,
such as members of the Sovict
block, as necessarily implacable
enemies, They might be: but
they cannot afford, any more
than we can, to allow that
attitude to continue to the point
of mutual destruction.

Now here are three questions to
think about.

1. What reasons can you give for
saying that human life is sacred?
2. Do you think that this
Commandment could be used to
support the arguments against
war in any circumstances?

3, What would you understand
by the expression ‘reverence for
life"?

Commandment has something

Advertisement

There are new ways to help
handicapped or
deprived children-
and they’re happening

at Dr Bamardo

1 want to back Dr Barnardo’s é l

Enclosed please find my contribution: £

Name e b
Address

VisA O ACCESSD Ne: S
or phone your pledge right now on 01-200 0200

@Barnardo's

Dr Barnardo's, Room TS 1, Barkingside, Essex 1G6 1QG
- N N N §H N B BN N B )
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by Marjorie Idle

This inset — The Sign — which
you are probably reading as part
of your parish magazine, goes
out nationwide. So we
concentrate on subject matter
which will be relevant te the
great majority of our readers.

Thames Valley

If anyone in the Thames Valley,
however, feels they would like te
commit some of their spare time
to working for the homeless, the
Marlow ‘Shelter’ group would
be glad of new committee
members.

The person to contact is Mrs
R.V. Jewell JP, 3 Mill Road,
Marlow, tel: 06284 3659,

Competition

Quite a problem this — finding
the right people to worken a
committee. You might ask your
friends and your church; if you
belong to a Parent-Teacher
Association, perhaps you meet
like-minded parents there.
Where else do you look? You
pray and pray again and often
the answer begins with an idea
from someone else,

So write me a letter telling me
how you find committee
members for your good cause; |
will share the idcas later this year
and there will be a Book Token
for the best letter, Send them,
marked ‘Competition’; to Mrs
M. ldle, ¢/'o0 St Thomas House,
Becket St, Oxford OX1 1S].

Cooking

Thank you for all your letters
abeut men cooking, many of
them full of admiration for
delicious Christmas dinners.
Itis clear that many men

begin cooking because it is
useful and continue because
they enjoy it.

Like many others, Mrs Irene
James’ husband prepares, cooks
and washes up on Christmas
Day ‘as a way of saying thank
you' for all the meals she cooks
for him the rest of the year.

The letter with the most zest
was the bricfest and put the
opposite point of view, Hubert
Idle¢ (an unknewn but distant
relative) said, *With a name like

8 mine, why should I have a wife if

2 Idonotlet her do the cooking?’
Underneath Joyce wrote, ‘After

'§ 57 years 1 still enjoy preparing
and cooking meals — so he

§ cannot!’ They receive a Book

S s Token jointly. Long live

Mr David Harding is delighted ~ MaFIage.

that Food and Cookery Review

encourages men o come forward,

Mr Len Atack says ‘Itis a poor

man that cannot make a meat’, .

Mrs B. Broker says men ‘bring a m’lg;ﬁg,:ﬂ:::&u

refreshing touch of originality’ to  Carcline Mumby, Dritfiald.

the meals they cook, Lisa Murray, Southvey.

For Chitdren, Prizewlnners, February
19886,

Adyertisement

Loneliness is just one problem

And it is a lairly common problem for seafarers away
from home for months at a lime. But it is only one
of the troubles thal people bring to us. As a Christian
society working among seafarers we are asked for
all kinds ol help - spiritual, emolional, Social and praclical.
And we are there, ready lo give all the help we can,
in all parts of the world. To give this help we depend enlirely
upon voluntary contributions. Please help us to continue the
Anglican Church's ministry to
sealarers by a legacy, or please
send whalever you can to
The Missions lo Seamen,
Freepost, Londun, EC4 4EP,

TheMissionstoSeamen
Si.Michael Paternoster Royal.
College Hill London EC4R 2AL

57 e

@n‘;’& g
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IRRERE:

Here is a story of a greedy
little mouse who, like some
children, didn't like sharing
with his brother. But none of
you are like that, of course!

Timothy Learns a
Lesson

Timothy Mouse was foraging
for food. Usually he and his
brother Tilus foraged
together. But tonight he had
left Titus asleep, thinking,
the greedy little mouse, that
if he found a special tit-bit, he
could eat it all himself. Luck
was with him. A child had
dropped a large piece of

Advartsemant

The
Children’s
Society.

DONATIONS
IN LIEU OF
FLOWERS
INMEMORY OF
LOVED ONES AND
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The Children's Society.

T Charchol Engana Chich e Soc ity
Old Town Hall, Kennington Road,
London SEJ144QD.

fruity cake at tea-time.
Timothy tucked into it. He
was swallowing the last
crumbs, feeling very full,
when he saw Sandy the cat,
crouching under the table,
ready to spring. Timothy

Mustration by Charies Bannerman

darted to his hole, and then,
head and front paws inside,
the rest outside, realized the
awful truth — the cake had
made him too fat to get

. through! Sandy was

between him and the larger
hole across the room. He
thought his last moment had
comel

There was a squeak
behind Sandy. Titus was
standing outside the large
hole, He squeaked again!
Sandy sprang for him! Titus
ran round the room, Sandy
chased him, and Timothy
dashed into the large hole.
After a few awful moments
Titus dashed in too, only just
in time!

Think it Over

Ah, dear God, marriage is
not a thing of nature but a
gift of God: the sweetest,
the dearest, and the
purest life above all
celibacy and all
singleness, when it turns
out well, though the very
devil if it does not,

Martin Luther

‘Titus, you are brave!'
gasped Timothy.

‘You'd have done the
same for me,’ said Tilus.

Timothy remembered
whalt he had done, and was
ashamed! Tomorrow Titus
should have the biggest
share of anything they found!
Timothy had learnt his

lesson!

Competition

Here are five jumbled words
from the story.

EAKC SEOMU YSDNA
LHCDI ELTBA

Find what they are, then draw
them. Send, with name, age and
address, by 31 July, lo Jennie,
St Thomas House, Becket
Street, Oxford OX1 1SJ.

Tommy Atkins 5

The popular
name at one time
for a British L ) ¢
private soldier.  * = FG M
The origin liesin -3
the fact that at one time all recruits
were served with manuals in which
were to be entered the name, age,
date of enlistment and other
details of the holder, With each
book was sent a specimen form
showing how the one in the
manual should be filled in, and the
hypothetical name selected was
Thomas Atkins, The poet
Rudyard Kipling made use of the
title in his Barrack Room Ballads,
in which he wrote about the private
soldier.

Advertisements for THE SIGN shoufd be sent to Mr P. Tapcel, 91 The Ridge,

Orpinglon, Kent BRE 8AG



The Sign page eighl

New Light on the Parables
from page one

1. He failed to see that life docs
not simply consist of the
abundance of a man’s
possessions. He was thoroughly
materialistic (and would have
fitted well into today’s climate of
thought). “T'ake your case, eat,
drink and be merry’ are quite
legitimate aspects of living; but
they are not the totality, nor even
the central part, Life is above all
for loving; itis for self-giving
and service, for saveuring the
goodness of God towards us and
for sharing his goodness in
kindliness one to another. None
of this seems to have entered the
rich man’s vision.

2. He arrogantly supposed that
his future was in his hands and

that he could secure the future.
In fact, nonc of us knows what
tomorrow has in store. A similar
thought comes in the letter of
James ‘Come now, you who say
“today or tomerrow we will go
into such and such a town and
spend a year there and trade and
et gain” whereas you do not
now about tomorrow. What is
your life? For you are a mist that
appears for a little time and then
vanishes' (James 4,13-14),
3. He was self-centred, thinking
only how to lavish his wealth
upon himself and not at all hew
he might contribute, through his
wealth, to the consolation and
care of others,
What is left unsaid in our
parable is the contrast. For there
is a wise man who though also

Advarisament

the DGA A's
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the elderly is unrivalied®.

«,..thereisnodoubt
in my mind that

commitmenttothe
elderly isunrivalled”
A, says Johnny

¥  Morris

iy :
“In all my wravels I've become more and mere aware that care for
older people is a growing problem in many parts of the world. The
work of the DGAA, therefore, 1s helping to falfil an increasing need,
In fact, there 1s no doublin my mind that the DGAA's commitment to

With swift financial 2:d, the DGAA continues 40 help hundreds wha used tolive
comfortably and securely, are now bereaved and living on penssons slashed by
inflation, And liter, should ilness oe infirmity dictate, the DGAA offers 2
necessary service of deveted, professionad case an thirteen
Residential and Nursing Homes,

We depend largely oa donations from canng, shanng people like you.
Please help rljille you are ofile,

THE DISTRESSED GENTLEFOQLK'S
AID ASSOCIATION
Founded I87 Patron HLM. Qaren Elrabeeh, the Quern Mecher
Dept 26, Vicarage Gate House, Vicarage Gate,
London W8 4AQ. Tel: 01-229 934]
“HELP THEM GROW OLD WITH DIGNITY"

4 re D
Toheerg TE

very rich indeed behaved
altogether differently from the
‘poor’ rich man ef our story,

Three times wise

This rich man was in every way
wise,

1. He was not materialistic,
considering prayer his ‘meat and
drink’, caring above all for things
of the spirit and communion
with his Father,

2. He did not attempt to secure
his future but left every moment
in his Father’s hands, trusting
himself to God whatever might
befall him.

3. He was in no way scif-centred
but spent himself in the service
of others giving himself utterly to
these in need.

Take warning from the rich fool
and draw inspiration from him
whe was both rich and wise!

JULY CALENDAR

3Th StThomas the
Apostle
6 S 7 after Pentecost
(Trinity 6)
13S 8 after Pentecost
(Trinity 7)
20S 9 after Pentecost
(Trinity 8)
22 Tu St Mary Magdalen
26 F StJames the Apostle
27 S 10 after Pentecost
(Trinity 9)

Advertisement

Stoties of Jesus
TELL THEM TO ME

A book of contemporary Patables
written by
The Rev P Gwyn Filby

Al sixty-four of our Lord's Parables re-
told 1n modern day settings which
enables the reader to relate tothe
Master's orsginals, “A definite must jor
general reading as well as a uscful volume
for thesc tnvelvedin Religious
nstruction”
PRICE £8.95 [P&P 20p|
Please send vour cheque/Pastal Order
made payable to Elmcrest Publishing
Linvited and mail to Elmerese Publishing
Limited, Dept RE2, 13a Redeross Street,
Old Market, Bnstol, BS2 OBA

5

decided to plant a row of cupressus trees on the east side,
The cost 1s L5 per tree, and 1f anyone interested 1in the
school would like to donate one, please contact the Rector,

Pett Church Fete (23 August}): If anyone has any glass or
china they can spare, please take it to Miss S. Lawson,
CGakleigh, Pett Road, Pett., 1If necessary it can be collected.
Guestling Flower Festival: This will be held on August 23rd
to 25th. The theme is on missions with the title, "From
Greenland's JY¢y Mountains”. Refreshments will be in the
church, but we need a small tent to sell produce in. If
anyone could loan this for the duration of the festival we
should be most grateful., Please contact Mrs Sankey.

Pett Welcome Booklet: The booklet published by the P.C.C. 1in
March nas proved so popular that a reprint will soon be
necessary. If there are any omissions or errors which should
be put right in the new edition, please notify Avril Thurley
in writing before the end of July.

Sponsored Bicycle Ride: The Sussex Historic Churches Trust
will be holding this event on Saturday, 6th September from
lOam to épm. Our iocal churches will be open. Sponsor forms
and details are available from Mr John Hughes or Miss Avril
Thurley.

This 18 on Saturday, 26th July
Sideshows, Tombola, Raffle, Teas, Cakes, Produce.

Three Oaks Village Hall Fete:
at Zpm.

Pett W,I1. Badminton Group: This meets each Wednesday from
10am to 12 noon at Pett Village Hall. Beginners are welcome.

Pett W,I.: The Friday, 18th July meeting will be followed by
a talk on the Solomon Islands given by Mr E. Stokes. The
competition 1s to get as many items as possible on a ons-inch
safety pin. Mrs Sheila Swift with helpers will serve tea and
cakes and there will be a raffle. Guests most welcome.

Pett Church Pianc: Mrs Medlock wishes to thank all those who

supported her Coffee Morning to raise funds for the overhaul
of the pianc. The total raised was £71.60.

Feed the Hungry Fellowship: For the month of May we

THE SIGN is published by A. A. Mowbeay & Co, Ltd, Saint Thomas House, Becket Strest, Oxford OX1 184, typesst by

Ouxford Publistung Senices, and pnnted by Flelcher & Son Lid, Norwich

collected £62. This goes to the Royal Commonwealth Society
for the Blind, to help save the children in the villages of
Northern India from going blind, due to malnutrition.
Grateful tharks to all members. J,A.S, and I.S5.

August Magazine: The closing date for rYeceipt of items is

13th July. If you could let me have items for September also
by this date I would find it very helpful on this occasion.
Thank you. J.X.
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FROM THE TREASURERS

PETT :
More on Stewardship

Last month the Rector wrote about Stewardship in Pett, so I
thought this would be a good time to thank all those people
who signed pledges or Covenants as a result of the original
campaign, and who have honoured them faithfully ever since.
The drop-out rate amongst those who have remained in Pett has
peen remarkably low, and indeed some of those who have left
the parish have still c¢ontinued to contribute. My Jjob as
Treasurer has been made s$0 much easier simply by Xknowing
roughly how much money to expect each month.

The four-year Covenants will run out at the the end of this
financial year (March 87), and I do hope you will feel able
to renew yours. I will be writing to you individually nearer
the date., That will also be a good time to review the level
of your giving = if your income has increased in the last
four years you may feel you can increase your offering; on
the other hand, if you've been made redundant or retired, you
might well need to reduce it. However much or little you can
give, thankyou for giving it regularly.

Now I would like to say a few words to those of you who have
come to Pett since 1983, and are very much a part of the
Church, but who have not yet joined the envelope scheme. Do
please join iti And if you pay tax please also Covenant your
offerings =~ it really 1s guite painless, and it enables me to
recover 41 pence for every £1 you give. That's £20 a year if
you give £) a week, or £100 a year if your weekly offering is
£5, 8o you see it really is worthwhile. Please think about
it.

Avril Thurley

g s v

Covenants

The current year's tax repayment on weekly, monthly and
annual covenants has been received and amounts to £710. This
means that thanks to all those tax-paying paxishioners who
have slgned covenants of varying amounts spread over a
winimum of four Yyears the government has effectively
contributed over one quarter of this year's diocesan guota.
1f any parishioner would like to take out or increase his or
nher covenant 8o that the government contributes one half of
the guota, the Treasurer will be pleased to advise,
Alternatively, if anyone wishes to make an outright donation
of £100 or more to, say, the Church tower restoration Or any
other expenses, this too ¢an be turned into a covenant spread
over four years. If you are interested please contact the
Treasurer.

John Hughes

PETT RECTOKY FETE

Stallholders’ Meeting, The Rectory, 7pm 2nd July.

AERANXN Xk

C.M.5. MEMBERS' DAY & ANNUAL GENERAI, MEETING

Resources for Missicn: On 3lst May Elizabeth White and Peqgy
paly represented Pett and Gueskling at the Council Meetings
in Lpndon. The direction of thought was on resources for
Mission. Loud and cheerful hymn singing was followed by
worship led by the young and enthusiastic Rev Brian Lipscombe
and by a2 presentation by the Area Secretary for Asia, John
Clark. The Prasident, Rt. Hon. David Bleakley, C.B.E. and
others made excellent speeches. The message came oveyr very
clearly that the resources needed for Mission were more
prayer backing, more gualified young people and wore
financial support. During this most enjovable day a fresh
apirit of enthusiasm and commitment showed jitself. 'The task
of relating the ancient Ffaith o the modern world lies hefore
us all. Thank you for the wonderfnl support the parishes of
Pett and Guestling give to Mission.

Peggy Daly

RRERR A DR A

GUESTLING CHURUHYARD

My grateful thanks to all who have 'enlisted' in the enormous
tas? of grass cutting. Areas undertaken already look 'vared
for'. I will be very pleased to hear of others willing to
help. Many hands make light work. Thank you.

Rector

AEEEEE LS &4

FUTURE EVENTS IN THE TWO PARISHES

PETT RECTORY FETE Saturda 2 - .
GUESTLING FLOWER FESTIVAL 23rd - géth3§ggﬁ§EUSt ey
Lunches, coffee, etc, available.
Sunday 28th September, including

a united Songs of Praise.
3rd October, Supper/Entertainment.
S5th October includes a united

Evensong.

PETT HARVEST FESTIVAL

GUESTLING HARVEST

MISSIONARY WEEKEND Sunday, 1l2th October.
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Pett Level

ROTAS

6 Mrs Underwood 13 Mrs Hawksley
20 Mrs Moon 27 Mrs Butchers
Sacristan: Miss Daly
Pett
6 Flowers: Mrs Strackland, Mrs Hickman
Sidesmen: Mrs King, Mr Cocper
Server: M.Plank
Readex: Mrs Hawksley (Deuteronomy 10:12~11:1;
Romans 8:1-1l1l)
13 Flowers: Mrs Pannell, Mrs Harris
Sidesmen: Mrs Bowman and young people
20 Flowers: Mrs Pruden, Mrs Parsons
Sidesmen: Miss Daly, Mr Underwood
Server: J. Underwood
Reader: Mrs Trueman {1 Samuel 17: 37-50
2 Corinthians 6:3-10)
27 Flowers: Mrs Kind, Mrs Appleton
Sidesmen: Mr & Mrs Taylor
Reader: Mrs Scott (2 Samuel 9; Matt. 6: 19-end)
Guestling
6 Flowers: Mrs Brooks, Mrs Parkes, Mrs Quaife
Sidesgmen: Young pecple
13 Flowers: Lady Ashburnham, Mrs Sankey, Mrs Rugg
Sidesmen: Mrs Wicking, Miss Groves
flements: Mrs Quaife, Mre Sankey
Readers: Mr Saville (Ezekiel 37: 1-14)
Mr Fisher (1 Corinthians 12: 4-13)
20 Flowers: Mrs Jennings, Mrs Saville, Mrs Williams
Sidesmen: My Jennings, Mrs Saville
Readers: Mrs Griffitns, (2 Samuel l: 1-12 & )7~end)
Mrs Mitchell (1 Timothy 6: 6~end)
27 Flowexs: Mrs Gainsbury, Mrs Groves, Mrs Wicking
Sidesman: Mr McCausland, My Hughes
Elements: Mrs Gainsbury, Mrs Williams
Readers: Mr Tytherleigh (1 Samuel 24: 9-17)

Mr Griffiths (Galatians 6: 1-10}
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF THE CHURCHES OF ST. LAURENCE,
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