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RECTOR!'S LETTER

My Dezr Friends,

During December we were fortunate to have #wo special
Speakers at our Services. On lst, during St.Andrew's
tide, we welcomed lMr. Ronnie King who came to our
churches to talk about the work of Missions to

Seamen. He gave us a lively talk at both Pett and
Guestling and we were able to fly the Red Ensign to
welcome him at Fett. I am most grateful to the
anonymous donor of this flag and to Mr. Bernard Farsons
who sewed in the toggles for it to be flown. Bernard
has done an enormous amount of work with Eric, and they
both share the care of the flags and flagpole. A%
Guestling we welcomed Ronnie with a gpecial Service
sheet with a lovely picture of a Clipper Ship produced
by Mr. Griffiths. "Griff" regularly finds an attractive
motif on the theme of the Service and I do appreciate
that. On 8th we welcomed Mr Stanley Filiness at Pett
who talked to us about the work of the "Gideons'. Hr
Stanley Davies came to talk to wus at Guestling on a
similar theme. I personally find it most helpful to
have spscial spesakers, it lifts our eyes above our
local concerns to what is being done by the wider -
church. ¢ ses something of the work of other
Christians in specialist minigtries, the problems of
which we ocould be quite unaware. ;
Ths Missions to Seamen have "The Flying Angel" hostels
all over the world, and chaplains and workers in all
the major ports. They combat loneliness and help
sallors who find themselves in unfamiliar places and
potentially dangerous environments. There is much
hairdship among merchant seamen and often facilities
for the care of the sick are far from them. In the
trouble-spots of the world there is actual danger from
weapons and missiles; and it is often down to the
Bissions to Seamen chaplains to find medical care for
those coming ashore with injuries due to attacks on
merchant shipping. May we keep them constantly in

cur praysrs. The "Gideons' ars a large group of
professional men whose concern is that the Bible

should be available to all. They work principally
to provide Bibles in
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hotels, hospitals, ships, prisons and schools. In

places where people are most conscious of having lost
their way in life, and where they are most likely to
need the guaidance of the Word of God, and lecast
likely to find it. Both Mr. Filtness and Mr. Davies
brought out these points most foreibly, and gave
examples of many who have had cause to be grateful
to the "Gideons!, whose Bibleus have helped them from
ignorancs of God's Word to a living faith. The
"Gideons!" also provide Bibles for nsw scholars in
gecondary schools; they contain the New Testament
and Psalms. The beginning of seccondary cducation
is a point at which young people can find the
soriptures a holpful guide, and Mr. Davies gave an
example of a girl who had re-discovercsd her
"Gidoon" New Testament in later life and had become
a Christian. $She¢ in turn had contributed most
generously to the work of the "Gideons!". The
distribution of the scripturss runs into millions of
copies cach year.
The nocessity of going to press early in the month
sometimes means that major subjects which one would
expect to be covered by my letter ars not coversd.
Christmas is of neccssity one of thoss subjects. At
the time of writing, (December Tth), I am looking
forward to all ths festivities in the church and
parish. I am hoping that all the extra events and
services will be a tremendous succcss. By the time
you and I rcad this magazine we shall know! Suffice
it to say that I know how much care is boeing put
into preparations for all the various aspocts of
Christmas and I would like to say a warm "thank you!
to everyone who is working so hard so that I am
surc we shall bc able to say, '"What a wonderful
Christmas we had at our churches!. I would also
like to say '"Thank you" in advance to all thoso who
send cards and greetings to the Rectory; we
appreciate them so much and as you know, it would
Just be impossible for us to reciprocate, there are
simply so many and they ar¢ always so heart-warming.

At this time we are all wishing cach other a Happy
New Year. For each and every one of us this will
mean something slightly different. Happiness in the
New Year will come as our own individual concerns
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and the plans of our families reach fruition.
Happiness will come to us in various ways. It may
come as a result of careful, meticulous planning, or
it may come completely unexpectedly or as a long-
awaited answer to prayer. ife may be faced with some
eventuality which is far from likely to bring us
happiness. Whatever happens wo can do no better
than go into the New Year with faith and hope,
casting all our care and anxiety on God. Let God
become a living reality in your life, rather than
the one we call on when all else has failed.
"Cast your care on Him for He careth for you." The
feast of Chrisitmas sets the seal on God's care for
us., He made us, but He wanted to take the fullest
possible part with us so He came to us, Emmanuel -
God with us.

May God bless and keep you.

Yours sincerely,

Michael .

-nooon-oc'.o-.onoooooocooto-.von

JANUARY SERVICES

12 and 25 Holy Communion 8.00
Wednesdays Holy Communion 10,00
(It would be especially good to rogard the
Celebration on 1st January as Corporate Communion for
both Guestling and Pett so that we are all together
asking God's blessing on us in another Nsw Year.

s Rector) .
5 and 19 Farish Commnunion 9.45
12 Family Service 10.00
26 Morning Prayer 9,45
Pett Motpodist United Service to join with
[2. Hothodist friends in Covenant Servioce 3.00
Guestling
5 Family Sexrvice

11,00
12 and 26 Parish Communion 11,00
19 Morning Praycr 11.00
Rye Parish Church
2 Feb Deanery Candlemas Service 6,30
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Pebruary Magazine: Closing date, 12th January.

Pett Playgroup: There will be a Jumble Sale at

the Villags Hall on lst February at 2.00 p.m.

Pott Keep Fit: Classcs rocommence on Tuesday, l4th
January in Pett Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. Classes
are held each Tucsday and new members will be very
waelcoms.

New Year Disco for the Under-lls: On 2nd January from
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.ms at Pett Village Hall.
Tickets T75p in aid of FOTOP Puel Pund. Refreshments.
One or two more adult heclpoers are needed. Please
contact Lynda Watson (814292) or Anne Scott (813100)
Pott Level Naturalists: Mr. Clifford Dean will give
the second part of his talk on "Australian Landscape
and Wildlife" on Friday, 17thJanuary at 7.30 p.m. in
Pott Village Iall.

Guestling Colloctions: fThe November collsctions,
including F.W.0. onvelopes, amounted to £149 for church
expenses. The total for the year to date is £2,070.
In addition the Remembrance Sunday collection for the
Earl Haig Fund was £27.

Feed the Hungry Fellowship: For November the amount
collected was £68 which goes again to help the Sudan,
via Christian Ald. We received a very warm letter of
thanks from Sue Ryder (the Sus Ryder Foundation),
saylng how, in their terribly long hard winter, the
Poles havs to stand in queues for long hours in the
bitter cold. Ilany can no longer afford their meagre
rations becaussc of astronomical rises in food pricese.
(This was our October collection.) S0, as over,
grateful thanks indecd. Toh.S. and I.S,

The amounts collected wers £136.06
The total for the

Poppy Day Appcal:
in Pett and £257.,02 in Guestling.
Arca was £955.

Pett P.C.C.: Moeting at Rectory, Tussday 2lst, 7.00 p.m.
Doancry Oversecas Group: Meoting Winchelsea, Saturday 25.
Meeting FPoint:
8th Januery at 8.00 hy Norman Coby at "Msadoworoft",
Fett Road, (a few doors up from Butcher's shop towards
Church Lane Crossroads).

Parish Pancake Party: Plcase keep Shrove Tussday
ovening froe. (1llth February) Dotails next month.

"Backstage at the Theatre', on iednesday

The Sign |
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Turning

Round

That is the exact meaning of the
word conversion, a turning round,
the kind of thing which happened to
St Paul on the road to Damascus.
The dramatic story is told in the
ninth chapter of the Book of the
Acts, verses 1-30, That is a good
passage to look up here and now in
the beginning of a new year and the

month when the Church celebrates

the conversion of Paul.

What happened to him, of
course, was that he was,
basically, turned in another
direction, He had been a
persecuter of the followers of
Jesus, now he became a
follower himself, and one of
the greatest of them all.

But conversions do not have to
be dramatic, like this one,
They can be quiet and gradual,
as with so many people. The
only time we should get
worried about it is when
nothing in particular cver

seems to happen to us in the
living of the Christian life. The
very least is that it should give
us a sense of direction, a way
to follow.

Right Time

So the beginning of a new year
is the right time o try and sce
where we are going. Are we
going in any particular
direction, or are we just
drifting along? Are we going in
awrong direction, or just
newhere in particular? ‘God’s

photo: Stephon Mayes

reign has come into the world
and the coming of Jesus. That
is the good news,’ as Bishop
Lesslic Newbigin says in his
book, The Good Shepherd ‘It is a
reality which is hidden from
those whe have not undergone
a radical repentance, a
complete turning round se as
to face in the opposite
direction.’

That s the kind of turning
round te look for, because it is
that which we need, many of
us, here and now as we face
anether year,

Great Prayers

of the Bible

A Prayer for Guidance

T'he psalms are rich in great
prayers, A very noble onc is to
be found in Psalm 25 and can
be used, like so many of these
prayers in the psalms, with
particular meaning at various
points of our lives. Se this onc
is essentially a prayer for
guidance as we face, in this
month of January, the

challenges of atother year,
stretching out before us with
all its unknown hazards. To
knew something of God’s
truth, and to know something
of his ways, are great things to
ask for, In this psalm the writer
prays for protection, guidance
and forgiveness. And always,
ameng his supplications, are
expressions of a trust which
rests upon the steadfast love of
God. That love always involves
forgiveness and, since none of
us is perfect, all of us need
this. So the prayer for
guidance in the future includes

also a plea for forgiveness of
past effences,

Make me to know thy ways,

O Lord; teach me thy paths.

Lead me in thy truth, and teach
me, for thou art the God of
my salvation; for thee [ wait
all the day long.

Be mindful of thy mercy, O Lord,
andpf thy steadfast love, For
they have been from of old.

Remember not the sins of my
youth, or my transgressions;
according to thy steadfast love
remember me, for thy
goodness' sake!

Psalms 25.4-7 (RSV)
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Questions? Problems? Opinions? Let the Editor hear about

them. Write to ‘Your Letters and Comments', The Sign, St

Thomas House, Becket Street, Oxford, OX1 1SJ. Please

enclose s.a.e. A £4 Book Token will be sent 1o the writer of
any letter published.
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Does violence on TV have
a bad effect on children?
That was the question we
put to our readers. Most,
judging by the many
replies, think that it does.
There were, however, a
few who felt otherwise.
Here Is a selection from
letters received. — Ed

Bad Examples

My own two grandsons of
seven and nine are glaring
examples in their everyday
emulation of their screen
herocs, not enly in their play
but in their reactions to
reprimand and discipline,
Highly recommended te me by
the eldest grandson as good
entertainment was a
programme [ watched with
them, It didn’t take long to
recognize the defiant attitudes,

JANUARY CALENDAR

1 W Naming of Jesus

5 S 2after Christmas

6 M Epiphany

12 S 1 after Epiphany

19 S 2 after Epiphany

25 Sa Conversion of

St Paul

26 S 9before Easter
(3 before Lent,
Sepluagesima)

karate kicks, and swaggering
mannerisms of the two adored
handsome stars. These were
the models admired by my two
grandsons and imitated by
them. Only the loving care and
example of their home life can
help them teo rise above this
daily brainwashing of vielence.
— M. RANDALL, NORWICH

The Need to mitate

I feel certain that vielence scen
on television has a bad cffect
on children. For a start,
children of all ages have basic
needs to imitate and
experiment. This is how their
own moral values are adopted
and developed. These of
tender years are not cquipped
to be able to evaluate between
what should and should not be
copied. Most children will test
adults in autherity, whether
parents, teachers, or leaders of
social groups, to see how far
they can go and just what is
acceptable before a reprimand,
Television has a bad example
in this area, and children left to
view alone suffer most.

— R.J. RIMMER, LYDBURY
NORTH

Weak Disclpline

There can really be no doubt
that the amount and quality of
violence seen on many
television programmes today

does have a bad effect on
children’s behaviour. It is not
only the violence of so many
entertainments thatis often so
appalling, but also the quality
of the language and speech
that gees with it. The
combination of bad English
and badly spoken English with
acts of aggression seems to
pass unchecked by so many
parents and schoolteachers
nowadays. Discipline,
consequently, is very weak and
unconstructive and badly
conceived entertainment is no
substitute for constructive
study and healthy recreation,
— G. E. BEECHEY, 1IULL

Show at a Later Hour

[ think that the young people
of today know too much
already, and watching
programmes of this kind only
shows them mere ways of
violence. Therefore, if such
films must be shown, [ suggest
itis at a much later hour
during the evening when most
children have gone to bed.

— B.E.M. PEAT, BRIGHTON

Another Viewpoint

Generally speaking, violence
on T'V has little or no effect on
children. There is no evidence
to suggest that the way in
which children behave has
anything to do with the kind
oft T'V programmes they
watch. Before the age of TV,
older readers will recall the
host of “Tuppenny Bloods’, as
the weekly magazines read by
all boys in the thirties were
called. The main content of
these was extremely violent
and bloodthirsty, and the
storics were greedily devoured
by the nation’s boyhood. But
they never scemed to be
translated to real life
behaviour,

— K. E. BECKET, ILFORD
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A simple guide to
by Canon William Purcell
IT1S TRME the Ten
Commandments were looked
at afresh. Many readers of The
Sign have said so and they are
right. The fact is that the
Commandments have a great
deal to say which is meaningful
in the world of 1986. Where
exactly, do they fit into life
now?

Itis a fact of cxperience that
without some generally
accepted standards of
behaviour confusion can
result. No one questions, for
instance, the making of traffic
regulations, such as being
commanded to drive on the
right in this country. That is
because it is generally
recognized that without such
regulations accidents would
result, But how far docs this
principle reach? Daes it extend
into areas of human
experience where moral
judgements arise, and where
issues of right and wrong are
involved, Is there in fact any
standard to which we can still
appeal when faced with the
many forms in which the
question ‘why shouldn’t I?’ can
present itsclf?

Soe is there in practice any body
of moral law which carries
absolute authority and is
meaningful in all ages and

the C

places and is strong cnough to
serve as a guide to how we
should conduct eurselyes?
This question is not new. But
an answer 1o it is now mote
necessary than ever, For
example, in the field of sexual
rhorality, the possibility of
pregnancy might have had
some cffect in discouraging
promiscuity. But the advent of
the contraceptive pill has
altered all that. And, in the
whole realm of military affairs,
the advent of the bomb has
raised acute questions as to
whether and when war is ever
justified. Without religious
conviction moral standards of
any sort perish because there is
nothing to underpin them, But
moral standards of that
heavyweight are rare, They
cannot be invented. They have
to be discovered. It can be
discovered in the Ten
Commandments — still.

Reputation

The reputation of these
Commandments was once very
great, But in modern times,
they have tended to drop out of
sight, which is a great loss and
a great pity. The purpose of
this series in The Sign, of
which this is the first article,
will be te look at them afresh,

They should be called an
attempt at maker’s instructions
for the conduct of human life
and are presented in the Bible
as taking their authority from a
source high abave time and
circumstance, with God alone,
What is more, the
Commandments proclaim
principles of universal value,
which is yet another reason
why they deserve an
unprejudiced look by all
concerned with sanity in
human relationships.
Covetousness, to take one
instance, is an evil in any
society, Murder, theft, lying
and adultery are destructive of
the good life under any
banner. These things are
universal so principles are
needed for a proper ordering
of all lives.

[EITERETR

Thou Shalt
.

The great thing is te find what
the Commandments in fact
really mean for today. And that
is what these articles will be
about, starting next month
with the First Commandment
‘Lam the Lord your God: you
shgll have no other gods before
me'’.
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The Schoolmaster

By Barry Ford

Deputy Headmaster of an
Oxford school

The Sign page five

one learns te respect and
understand,

The purpose of education in
preparing young people for the
outside world is helped if one
has faith in the individual
qualities of the pupils. No
pupil should be ‘written off; as
talents, sometimes hidden for
years, do emerge by careful
coaxing and encouragement.

e

THE DEFEAT OF THE ARMADA DESTROYS THE
POPES HOPES OF REGAINING POWER IN ENGLAND

RICHARD HOOKER, BY HIS WRITINGS, SHOWS THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND T0 6E TRULY CATHOLIC

The question of the place of
‘faith’ in one's work was

Allowing the pupils te have
faith in themselves helps
enormously. This faith extends

brought home to me about ten in my own case to the multi- FTER THE FINALDEFEAT
.vearaago dwhclr)l [was Tt cultural qualities of the school. OF PERSISTENT ATTEMPTS,
Chaschi o e There s generally a BACKED BY SPAIN,TO RESTORE

Comprehensive School,
During my interview I had

been tested with questions on when a priest on the and this in turn helps one to T jl v : "ﬂ ¥ 4"‘&" 1 EE?J&TCCA}‘:??E{;SO?{ESE%S
current educational though}s interviewing panel quietly have faith in society in the ML, o .. 4 E
and development, all of which SRt iR ELIZABETH SUCCEEDS IN RESTORMNG DECENT.

were dealt with following the
correct preparation before the
interview. The difficuity came

Adverdsemant

WESTMINSTER
ABBEY CHOIR
VOICE TRIAL

Boys with musical abllity who are
aged between 7% and 9% will be
cligible 10 enter a Voics Trial 10 be
beld in Februaty 1586. As Boarders
in the Abbey Choir School (TAPS)
successful candidates will be given a
fully preparatory school cducation.
Present  fees, D320 per term
inclusive,
Waite (stating datc of boy's barth) for
prospectus and application fosm to;
The  Headmaster, Room D&
Westminster Abbey Choir School,
Dean’s Yard, Loadon SWIP INY.

Adverisemnent

(MORE OR LESS )
LEUKAEMIA?

* More patient care

* More reseacch Nabonwide

* More hone-maerow resezich

* More hope than ever

* More need of your help
NOW!

LEUKAEMIA

@ RESEARCH FUND
43 Great Ormond Streel

Londen WCI  01-4050101

leant forward and asked, “Tell
us, how would you shew your
Christian commitment in your
classroom teaching?’ Inwardly
1 gasped as [ realized that of all
the questions asked this ene
was the most fundamental; and
the danger is that until it is
considered one takes the
situation for granted.

Commitment

| Appointed [ was, and in the
| ensuing years the places of
| commitment and faith have

been central te my work in

| scheol. Teaching, and

D

| administrating, in an inner-city

Comprehensive School, is not
straightforward, as in recent
years social pressures have
centered the organization of a
school as never before, The
twin prongs of education, the
pastoral and the academic
must ideally be interwoven,
with patience and flexibility
being the two guiding
rinciples if one’s faith is to be
ept going in a constructive
way. Specifically, in my own
subject of English, one is
aware of qualities of human
nature and behaviour which

hcalthiness in the relationships
between young people of
different cultural backgrounds,

New perspective

Just over a year ago a new
perspective of faith emerged
for me when a new school was
formed by the amalgamation of
the Church of England school
with a Roman Cathelic school.
Christian faith rather than
sectarian faith was the result.
Differences and difficultics
there may be between the
Anglicans and Roman
Catholics but I am happy to say
that these unite us rather than
divide us, as life has been
enriched in so many ways
ecumenically by the
amalgamation. If
understanding another’s faith
helps one's own faith to grow
then in my present situation |
am in a privileged position.

In the shock following the
question of my Christian
commitment all those years
ago I was net awarc of what 1
said in reply te the priest, But
now, it is sufficient to say
‘Jesus, yesterday, today and
tomorrew.’ That, for me, is the
core of belief and my guiding
principle,

ROMAN CATHOLICISM,THE

WORSHIP THROUGHOUT ENGLAND

LR R N R S R R S R R )

: Smile Please

: When the resulls were

. announced, aunts were
; thrown across the house
. and there were cries of

* ‘resign’. .
¢ Parliamentary Report |

* e e 0000

Bible Quiz

Find these references
to Dust

the earth?

2. Who had dust and
stones flung at him?

3. Who were told ‘Shake
off the dust of your
feet'?

4. Who threw dus! into
the air?

5. Who said he would
sleep in the dust?

6. Whose soul was
‘bowed down to the
dust'?

1. Who smote the dust of |

Scolutionon page 7

To Upstage Someone
To put another person down
by assuming airs of
consequence and superiority,

This comes from the language
of the theatre, Most stages
slope slightly from the
footlights up tewards the rear.
So an actor ‘upstage’ that is,
towards the rear,isina
position to speak towards other
players near the front,

Adverisement

A donation
in lieu of
flowers will
help
nearly 7000
children

get a little
more out
of life.

The Children's Society.
The Church of England
Children’s Soctely,

Old Yown Hall, Kennington Road,
Keaningten,

London SE11 4QD.
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QUESTION
COMPETITION
REPORT

We asked readers, Does
violence on TV have a
bad effect on children?
The winning reply comes
from G. Cremer of
Hornsey, who writes:

‘The bad cffect of TV on
children is greatly exaggerated,
Children are great mimics and

ne doubt de try to imitate some
of the stunts they see on TV,
But there are also many good
educational programmes to
counteract the bad ones.

The violence aspect gets a
great deal of unwarranted
publicity, but little or nething
is said about the geod
achieved,

Lack of home influcnce in our
present society has much to do
with child behaviour today.
Parents who blame TV for
their children’s behaviour
should ask themselves what
they are doing te resist it.

Advertisement

B> COME, TASTE & SEE

COME ¢ the 20d Cheistian Resources Exhibition 1t the Royal Horticulsural
New and Old Halls, Westminster, London S\,
TASTE for yoursclf the plentiful provision that exists in sl aress of God’s werk,
SEE what has been built up [rom the sbecess of the first exhibition. A huge
Increase indhe nuswber of standholders whe have come topether 1o serve the needs
of Your panish, church. scheol or ministey; to assist clergy and by keaders of all
denominations an e very aspect of church management, the provision of worship,
Community work, education and eutreach.
ENJOY the wealth of ¢ xhabstors and features — Publishers, Finance and
Adminisiration — Mainlenance and Equipment — Missions and Charitics —
Church Supphes — Education and Careers — Holidays and Centres — Practical
Lectures and Filats — Music and Deama — Arts ond Crafis.
Opening Hours — Sth & 7th February 10 am-6 pm.
6th February Special late night, 8th February 10 am-S pm.
Admission £2 — 10% reduction for party groups of 10 or mere.
Send for leaflets, inctuding lechire programme, stown, 8 quantity requieed from:.
Chestian Resources Exhibytion, P.O. Box 242, Speen, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP17 0SX,
Tel; (024028) 675

Linusat the

ristian
Ch ArCes

":

Royal Horticultural Old and New Halls,
Vincent Syuare and Greycoat Street, Westiminster, Loadon SW1,

What Do

You Think?

' If you could write an
| eleventh commandment
what would it be?
Answers in not more
than 100 words,
should be sent to
Question Competition,
The Sign, St Thomas
House, Becket Street,
Oxford OX1 1SJ by 31
January. A £6 Book
Token will be awarded
to the winning entry.

by Marjorie Idle

A happy New Year to you all. [
very much enjoyed your letters
last year and look forward to
this year’s.
Great water containers
[ have been reading “The
Mothers' Union World-Wide
News’, It gives a vivid picture
of the Mothers’ Union at work
in missionary situations
overseas,
A member writes, ‘It was
distressing to sec the problems
in the drought areas ., .’ but in
one village MU members ‘have
been providing and erecting
great water containers ready
for the rain when it does
come’. A thousand members
gathered in South Africa, most
of whom had heard of the
meeting by word of mouth,
‘usually bus drivers stopping at
trading posts’,

continued on page sight
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Have you noticed, in the lists
of prizewinners, that some
names occur over and over
again? Do you know why
thatis? Itis because these
children keep on trying,
month by month, and never
give up. Sometimes a whole
classin a school, ora
Sunday school, send in
enlries each month, so that
you can be sure that one day
someone in that class will
get a prize. How about
making a New Year
resolution never 1o give up
trying for whatever you may
want? Here Is a story of a
king who did just that.

The King who
tried again

In the year 1305 Scolland
decided it wanted a king of
its own, and crowned Robert
Bruce. The King of England
was angry, and sent an army
to fight the Scots, and

Solution to Bible Quiz
on page 5
1. Ex. 8.17 4, Acts22.23

2. 2Sam. 16.13 5, Job 7.21
3. Matt. 10.14 6. Ps.44.25

Think it Over

The only light upon the
future is faith.
Theodor Hoecker

capture their King. The Advertisement
Scotlish army was defeated
again and again, and Robert
Bruce had to hide in a cave
on an island. He was in
despair. He could never win,
he thought, it was no good
trying any more! Then he
noticed a spider, trying to
spin a web across a corner
of the cave. Over and over
the web broke, and the ,
spider fell. But it climbed i
again, until at last the first
thread held and the web was

spun.

Wstrabon by Charles Banvierman

‘The spider has taught me a
lesson', thought Robert. He
gathered his army together,
and after many battles
defeated the English. King
Edward lil was forced to
declare Scotland to be an
independent country, with its
own King — and all because
of a spider!

Competition, Draw a picture '

of a spider's web on a frosty
day. Send, by 31 January,
with name, age and address,
to Jennie, St Thomas House,
Becket Street, Oxford OX1
1SJ. Prizes.

Prizewinners, For Children,
August 1985,

Ruth Bestwick. Timperiey.
Kim Court, Alvechurch,
Julia Pick. Driffield.

BEST of the HOLY LAND

LOOKING AHEAD

Our Winter. Spring & Summer
Holy Land brochure avatabie

8 Days from £375

Special Xmas departures
Dacamber 21 8 22

* Steps of St. Paul
* Seven churches of Asia
* 10 days Petra-lsrael

Alr Travel by Scheduled Services
(NOT CHARTER)

LEADERS wshing to organisa groups
please Contact us for details of
spacial concessions.

* Ouw video of the Holy Land
Tour s avalabie

YOUR MOMEY IS PROTECTED AS WE
ARE BANDED AGENTS WITH ABTA

Phone callor wike o the expests
ORIENTOURS (LONDON) LTD
KENT HOUSE, 87 REGENT ST
LONDON WIRELS
Tol: 01-434 1551 {10 lines).
Ansaphone, ATOL Licensad.

ABTARIOL 7918

Establshexl
In 14958

Specilalisls in Spirtual Tours
to the Holy Land

ELZVALINZ

For a FREE brochure
Name

Adbdress

Advertisements for THE SIGN shovld bs sant o My P. Taprell, 91 The Ridgs,
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by the Revd DrA. L. Moore

A secret for the time

being

He said to them, ‘Do you bring
in the lamp to putit under the
meal-tub, or under the bed?
Surely it is brought to be scton
the lamp-stand? For nothing is
hidden unless it is to be
disclesed, and nothing put
under cover unless it is to come
into the open. If you have ears
to hear, then hear,’

Mark 4.21-23 (NEB)

THIS 1S A parable about the
pamb]cs.fcsus was always
telling stories, many of them
now well-known and well-
loved, stories like the Good
Samaritan or the Prodigal Son.

Helpful

We think of them as helpful,
easily-understood illustrations
of his message (rather like
sermon illustrations).

But this is not the whole truth,
The word ‘parable’ comes
from the Greek meaning ‘put
alongside’ and therefore it
does indeed denote an
illustration, perhaps a clear
portrayal in story form of an
othenwise difficult message.
But in the Greek translation of
the Old Testament ‘parable’ is
uscd to render a Hebrew word
with a much wider range of
meanings including ‘enigma’,
‘puzzle’ or ‘riddle’. With this
background in mind we shall
expect Jesus’ parables to be
like riddles, not transparentl
clear but rather puzzling an
perplexing. (That is why

apparently the disciples even
could not readily understand
them,sce Mark 4.10-20 and
4.34))

Master teacher

Jesus was the master teacher.,
What better way te capture an
audience than by telling
storics? What better method of
deepening understanding than
by presenting puzzles that the
hearer must work out for
himself? But in speaking in
riddles Jesus was deing more
than showing himself an able
teacher. He was carrying out in
his speech a policy which he
also carried through in his
person; a policy, moreover, to
which God has always been
committed in his dealings with
mankind. We might call it the
policy of concealed revelation.
God discleses himself, yet at
the same moment conceals
himself — and he docs this so
as not to overwhelm us or
deprive us of eur sanity (for
who can see God in his full
lightand retain his senses?!).
So, inIIcsus God reveals
himself; yet he also conceals
himselfin the guise of a
carpenter; In Jesus' speech
God reveals himself, for Jesus
speaks divine truth (‘no man
ever spoke like this man’, John
7.46), yet this divine truth is
veiled within the form of a
puzzle,

Only temporary

But our parable reminds us
that this concealment is only
temporary, For just as light is
meant to dispel darkness, so
Gaod’s light is intended to be
seen and understood. God
humbly veils his light for the
time being and speaks to usin
riddles now, but ultimately we
shall see him as he truly is and
he will speak to us plainly (sce
John 16.29).

WOMEN TODAY  frorm page six
I skimmed down the Wave of
Prayer, praying for today’s
names. I recommend it to help
YOUr prayers too,

Charity shop

January is the time for moving
our possessions along. Mest
towns have a charity shop
where surplus gifts and
chattels are received with open
arms. Our Oxfam shop has a
visiting jewcller who mends
and valucs any watches they -
are given,

photo: Oxfam

iy

And the blouscs! One
woman's mistake is the next
woman's treasure.

Se give those nice oddments to
charity and have a tidier
cupboard before spring-
cleaning begins.

Memories

Thank you for a large post
about memeorial stones. I shall
be printing some of your
comments next month,

Who's cooking?

Whe cooked your Christmas
dinner? Are there any good
reasons why men shouldn’t
cook? Write and tell me what
ou think. Please send your
etters to Mrs M, Idle, c/o
Saint Thomas House, Becket
Street, Oxford OX1 1S].

THE SIGN tnselis published by A. A. Mowbray & Co Ltd, Saint Thomas Housa, Becket Steeet, Oxford OX1 18,
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FROM THE RuGISTERS D

—_—

DApLapEs We welcowmei-
Jennifor Groombridg., deughter of Stephsen and Jacqueline,
baptised at Fett on 8th Decembar. :

Jennifer Kate Millman, daughter of Robert and Lindsay
and granddaughter of David and Maurcen Griffiths,
baptiscd at Guestling on 8th Decembar.

May God bless thoem and their families.

Mancrals

we commend to God's keoping the souls of:-
John Gibbs Gertrude Walker
Zoe Keilich Mr. Haincs
Doris Smith Simone Stunt
mnlizabsth Coote

Cur sympathy goes to thoir families in their bereavemont.
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RECTOR!'S NOTE
Guestling Churchyard
Wie have reached a point which ocur ancestors must have
Treached on several occasions before usj; the time when
only one more space exists for the last interment before
the churchyard is full. This problem was foreseen by my
predecessors who made some enquiries and took certain
steps against the time when we should have to decide what
is best in the short term and long term future of the
churchyard and its place in the community. There are
three alternative solutions: I will set them out for you,

1. The wmost obvious is to go through the legal process
of having the churchyard officially closed to further
interments. There could be no more burials, so that
those who specifically requested burial would have to be
buried in Hastings Corporation cemetery whereas they had
envisaged a plot in the loocal churchygrd. As I under-
stand it; interment of ashes could still take place in
the churchyard. ;
2. The second alternative would be to approach a local
land~owner and request the purchase of a plece of land

as an extension to the already extended and large church-
yard where great difficulty is experienced in its upkeep.
The disadvantages are obvious. Such a purchase would
render another acre of valuable agricultural land lost to
agriculture, and it would be a further expense for the



6iooal community to sustain in purchasing at commercial
rates in inflationary times.
3. fTae third alternative is to re-inter the area of
the churchyard which has not been used for burials
for 150 years. The regquirement of law is 100 years.
Some years ago an area was found fulfilling the require-
ments and a faculty was obtained to permit removal of the
remaining decayed stones. This area is highly suitable
for reinterment. The advantages are obvious. Residents
of the Parish who have requested burial rather than
cremation could rest in the assurance that they could
be buried in a churchyard where perhaps their parents
and relatives have been laid to rest. In the second
place it would mesan that quite a large area of the old
churchyard now so sadly overgrown would be brought back
into usze with the interest and care of relatives with
ney graves iaere. At present the ancient graves
receive no attention since after 150 years no relatives
survive to care for them. If we wers to adopt this
course, I do not envisage the problem arising again for
many years. Lt would be gratifying to know that the
facility of burial at the local parish church was still
available to the very few who still wish it.

This is obviously a very delicate arsay; but I hope I

have said enough to reassure you that no s tep will be
taken without the most careful thought. The ares
designated as that in which new burials could take place
has been marked out and will shortly be clezred of under-
growth so that it can be inspcoted by anyone wishing to
see it. I will be very happy to talk to anyone who would
like to discuss it with me. I have discussed it with the
P.C.C. and there is an overwhelming measure of agreement
that of the three options the third one is the most
scceptables

Rebinding of Pett Hymn Books

You will have noticed that the Ancient and Modern Revised
Hymn Books have been rebound most beautifully. Avril
managed to find Mr Ash of Sussex Binders who agreed to

do 70 books for £15. In additien to binding, he has
stamped each one with the original lettering and we are
most grateful to him for doing this. Mr. Ash is
currently rebinding the Lectern Bible which has been in
use for 120 years and is a link with the rebuilding of

Pett Church. It was a gift from parishioners to the Church
when it roPlaced a previous one on the site. Thank you
Avril and Mr. Ash. We are delighted.

Mission Fraise Hymn Book
As a result of the gensrosity of an anonymous donor we
have bought congregational copics and 6 full music
copics for the choir. Mission Praise is & new book
which brings together many "old favourites" from various
denominational backgrounds, and as such is a most useful
book for a village church where many have worshipped in
othor traditicns as well as C of B. It contains the
wonderful hymn "And can it be" by Charles Wesley with
which we commenced our Confirmation Service. Bishoyp
Peter liked it and wrote to me requesting words and
wusic., There are also many modern hymns which are
coming into regular Anglican use. My most grateful
thanks to such a generous donor.
Guestling Lych Gate
A favourable quotation for renewing the lych gates in
substantially thoir original style and in good old
English Cak has been reccived. Sir Denny Ashburnham
has vory kindly agreed to finance this work and we are
most gratsful to him for his kind and most generous
gesturc. The gates were originally placed theors as a
memerial te his grandfather. The work is shortly to
be undertzken, as also is repl scement of rotted guttsring.
It will be good to have this lovely old gatc restored
agaline
Guestling Church Services

1. 1662 Holy Communion
In the November magazine I said that the F.C.C. had
decided to experiment with Ritc B on 5th Sundays,
replacing the 1662 service. I had 2 number of people
mention that thoy would regret losing this from our
programme of Services. As the F.C.C. has no wish to
hurt the foelings of worshippers for whom 1662 is
precious; it has been docided to retain the 1662 Holy
Communion on the 5th Sunday.

20 Family Service
The same P.C.C. oxpreescd concorn that there was no
Service at Guestling for the young families of the
parish. It had been suggested that a number of young
mothers would be very keen to atiend a family service,
Therefore it has boen decided to have a Family Seryice
on the lst Sunday each month, replacing Matins. I
hopa very imuch that theo regular congregation will turn
out in full strength to support thig froor style of

worship from Matins and wore suitable for oung child .
The first servico is on 5th January. R g
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Mrs Gill, lMrs Pesarson, Mrs Whitec

Mr Barnett, Mr Jennings

Mrs Brooks, Mrs. Quaife

Mrs Wicking, Mrs Saville

¥Mrs 3ankey, Misg (roves

Mr. Tytherleigh Els;iah 42, 1-1)
Lady Ashburnham (Zphssians 2, 1-10)
Mrs Sankey, Mrs Ruzg, Lady Ashburnham
Mrs Geinsbury, Mr. McCausland

Hr Barnett (I Kings 20, 1-29)

Mirs Griffiths (Matthew 13, 44-end)
Mrs Jennings, Mrs Saville, Mrs Williams
Hr Hughes and young poople

Mr Fishor (Proverbs 3, 1-8)

Mrs Williams (I Corinthians 2, 1-10)

drs Medlock, Mrs Grundy

Mrs Bzcon, Mrs Owen

¥iss Daly, Mr. Cooper

M. Flank

Miss Daly (Isaiah 60, 1-63
Rovelation 21, 22 - 22, 5)

Mrs Jury, Mrs Butler

Mrs Bowman and young pcople

Mrs Strickland, Mrs Hickman

HMr Underwood, Mr Slack

Jo Underwood

Mrs Trucman (I Samucl 3, 1~10;

Galatians 1, ll-ond)

Mrs Pannsll, Mrs Harris

Mrs Xing, Mr Ward

Mry Scott (Job 28j

As notified
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DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION FOR FAMILY SOCIAL WORK

Both parishes support this most cxcollent work, and

at the request of Mrs. F.
Roctor is writing a sorics of articles about it.
first is to appear noxt month.

Read, Deancry Leador, the
The
You will be pleascd

to know that the representative for Pett and Guestling
is Mrs., Ray Taylor of Paxtead, Pott Road.

0000.00000.000.009‘.‘.!00
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