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Dear Readers
Welcome to the November edition of your village magazine. The 100th anniversary of the signing
of the armistice takes place on Sunday the 11 November 2018 and Pett and the surrounding
villages will join together for a Service of Remembrance at Pett church, together with a
rededication of the newly restored Pett War Memorial. David Breakell writes movingly of the legacy
of the war on the men and women of Pett and on pages 28-29 you will find further details and a
programme of the service taking place at the church.
By a strange co-incidence and relevant to our remembrance of those Pett men killed in WW1, I
recently had an email from Bernard Tiltman, who lives in Wales, and whose family came from Pett.
Bernard was visiting his grandfather, James A. Bernard Foster’s grave on the actual 100th
anniversary his death, the 27th September 1918.
Bernard writes:
‘Today I visited my grandfather’s grave in France and reading the visitors book, which
is in every British War Grave cemetery, came across the entry from Martin King and
his wife who had visited my grandfather’s grave because he came from their village. I
of course, wanted to thank Martin for his care and in trying to find a contact for him
came across your parish magazine and Martin’s article about my Grandfather in the
September edition of the magazine. It is nice to see that my grandfather is
remembered by those from his community’.
Bernard and his wife are hoping to attend our Remembrance Service on the 11th
November, which will be very fitting.

John
THE NEWS TEAM ARE: Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148
Sarah Adams, Deputy Editor & Distribution, 01424 812323
John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 or 07525032198
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers
SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then
we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk
DEADLINES:
Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month.
Adverts (new, changes, payments)
- MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month.
COPY
Copy must be sent, by email, to pettparishnews@live.co.uk. If you want to provide something handwritten
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals,
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received.
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless
otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles,
announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news
team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this
publication.
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Dear Editor
Wedding Dress Exhibition ‘Every
Penny Counts’
I would like to thank sincerely all those
who supported the Wedding Dress
Exhibition held at Pett Village Hall on
13 October, the proceeds of which go
to Parkinson’s UK, the charity that
drives better care, treatments and
quality of life for those suffering from
the disease.
I am delighted to say that the Wedding
Dress Exhibition raised £1,263.85 for
the charity.
Lynda Watson
Dear Editor

Indonesia Tsunami
I am glad to report that the retiring
collection on 7th October raised £60 for
those suffering so terribly in Indonesia.
I can confirm that I have sent it to the
Disasters Emergency Relief Fund.
Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden
Dear Editor
Macmillan Coffee Morning, September
28th
A big thank you to anyone who in
anyway contributed to the coffee
morning at Pett Village Hall.
Anyone who contributed in goods,
preparation, time and being present.
Thank you, thank you! We raised the
sum of £1,124. So we done to all.
Jo Johnson
5
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Project Remember by David breakell
The Reason Why
As I write this, Remembrance Sunday is only four weeks away and the culmination of all our
efforts is in sight. Our thoughts are naturally turning to the day itself, although there are still
a few important elements of the project to be completed between now and then. As people
come to visit the Memorial and look at what has been done, I have had some interesting
conversations in recent days. That the ripples of this particular ‘stone’ spread out well
beyond the boundaries of the parish, there can be no doubt.
But surprisingly, the most striking conversations I had were those about children. One Pett
Level resident with grandchildren made the point that a child of six, being told today about
the First World War, was being asked to envisage a conflict which began 98 years before
they were born. Imagine the equivalent for the Baby Boomers generation. What if they had
taught us about the Crimean War in our 1950s and 60s primary schools? How would we
have perceived it then? As ancient history no doubt, with cavalrymen in exotic uniforms and
nurses in floor-length skirts mopping the brows of the injured. That the Great War was by far
the more terrible, the more significant, the more costly conflict has been obvious to us all
our adult lives, but that is with the benefit of everything we have learnt since we were six.
Another conversation was with the father of two small boys, both pupils at Guestling
Bradshaw Primary School, who came to my house. He was seeking information about
Project Remember, to help his elder son with his homework. (The school is currently
running a school-wide project about the First World War). He had taken his boys to see the
Memorial since the recent works and was impressed with the changes. But then he said
that the Memorial had really helped him to explain to his son what the First World War was
about. Something tangible upon which to hang a story for a small boy. It was only after he’d
left and I’d closed the front door that his casual remark began to resonate. Because, for all
that Remembrance Sunday is about remembering the past and honouring the sacrifices of
earlier generations, it is surely just as much about the future?
Our generation’s view of the day itself is probably infused by the mental images we retain of
the past, from say, TV broadcasts from the Cenotaph. The rows of elderly gentlemen
standing sombrely, but proudly, with their medal ribbons across their chest. The palpable
sense of history, echoing off the buildings of Whitehall. In the service each year, we are
enjoined not to forget, we promise to remember. Those promises are rightly central, but
surely we should also recognise our obligation to future generations, to explain to them
what happened and why it is important. Today’s children cannot ‘remember’ those two world
wars, but we can surely help them to see these events as more than just history. In the
hope that when they are adults, they will help to shape a world which finds better ways to
resolve its conflicts.
Those conversations have subtly changed my own view of Project Remember. So on the
day, when the names of Pett’s Fallen are read out beside their Memorial, I will try to think of
them not just as men in uniform, but as they were before all that. Children in school with
their futures ahead of them and all the time in the world.
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LOCAL HISTORY ARCHIVE
A number of us have been discussing the idea of
establishing a local archive where documents,
photographs and other records relating to our area’s
history can both be safely stored and accessed by the
community.
Obviously people keep their own family
records, and important documents can be stored at The
Keep, East Sussex Archive in Falmer, and this proposal
does not replace either.
But it provides a locally
accessible resource (unlike The Keep) and a means of
preserving family records which might otherwise be lost
by the passage of time and generations.
We envisage that this Archive would focus on the areas of
Fairlight, Pett and Guestling as historically these three
parishes have been linked and much of the historical
information does overlap between them.
In our area there are many people who have an active
interest in the past because of their family history and
heritage, and there are also people with a genuine desire to learn more about the
changes over the centuries in this area they have moved to. We already have had
items donated and another collection promised by a Pett resident.
Obviously we would need a building in which the archive is located. It would house
a computer(s), scanner and archive software, along with storage space for
documents, photos and artifacts, etc. Potentially the vestry in Pett church is
available which would be a relatively low cost option to get the Archive started.
To go forward we would need to obtain grants and other funding but for this we
need to make sure there is sufficient support for the proposal. Therefore, before
this process can continue we are convening a meeting to get feedback from the
community at large.
A short meeting will be held at Pett Church (so you can also view the vestry area)
when you can ask questions and put forward your suggestions, on Saturday 24th
November at 10:00am. We look forward to seeing you.
Please RSVP, if you can, to:
Paul Draper: paulwpdraper@gmail.com or
Haydon Luke: mail@eandhluke.plus.com or
Fran Rogers: francesarogers@hotmail.co.uk or
Or call 01424 812964 and leave a message
9
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pett parish council - David penfold, chair
As I have previously noted, the council is not meeting in October and I was in two minds as

to whether to write a report. However, things have been happening that I feel you should
know about.
First, I am please to say that a defibrillator has been installed in the former telephone box
opposite the Royal Oak. While the signage has to be completed, the defibrillator itself is
operational, although I hope that it will not be needed. This means that the village is well
covered. There are also defibrillators at the Village Hall and at the Beach Club in Pett
Level. Second, the dead tree at the Recreation Ground has been removed, along with a
bush that was encroaching on the tennis court. Also, by the time you receive this, the
repairs and maintenance at the playground should have been completed, although, as I
have said previously, the playground is quite safe to use.
Revised plans for redevelopment of the Smuggler have been submitted, so, if you are
concerned, please look again at the Rother Planning Portal (details on Pettnet). There is
as yet no news on the Pannel Lane Campsite planning appeal.
As everyone will know, 11 November marks the centenary of the armistice at the end of
the First World War. It is great to know that the refurbishment of the war memorial is
complete, the flagpole has been re-sited and a memorial bench will be added shortly.
There will also be an additional plaque to commemorate others who are not named on the
memorial. Many thanks to all those involved in Project Remember, who have put in a great
amount of work on this, to Ashley Developments, who have carried out much of the work
pro bono, and, of course, to all who contributed.
To commemorate the Armistice, the British Legion will be holding a service in the church
on 11 November and, as you should be able to read elsewhere in this issue, there is
intended to be a rededication of the memorial in advance of the service. And, of course,
the WI’s poppy hangings, ‘yarn-bombings’ as they call them, will be put up around the
church (and around the church at Pett Level). Many thanks to all who have contributed to
this project by making ‘poppies’.
I understand that Joan Slack has decided after many years that she can no longer
distribute copies of the Parish News. I would like to convey the community’s thanks to her
for the many years over which she has provided this service. I would also like to thank all
the other people who deliver the Parish News, as well, of course, as the dedicated editorial
team under Mike Wilkins, who unfailingly produce issues every month. Similarly, we should
thank Tim Rothwell, who, as webmaster, is making such a success of Pettnet.
Finally, another appeal for new councillors. As I sure people know, there will be an election
in May 2019, when all members of the council will have to be re-elected. However, as we
have two vacancies on the council at present, you could offer to be co-opted for the few
months that remain of the present council. This would give you a chance to find out
whether you should consider standing next spring. Please think about it and contact the
clerk or myself if you want to know more.
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Gardening Club - June Harris
Our speaker for the October meeting was Robin Hutt, club member and fellow villager, but
also a professional plant photographer and it was in this guise that she presented a
beautifully illustrated talk on Photography in the Garden. The talk was neatly divided into
two sections, beginning with advice on how regular and timely photographing of your
garden can help in so many ways. Firstly, a record of your garden throughout the year can
assist greatly with future planning and as an aide memoire, helping to highlight when plants
are at their best, showcasing those which bloom for a very short time, peonies come to
mind as an example, and secondly, identifying areas where work is needed. To assist in
this Robin recommended taking the same scene at different times of the year. Taking shots
viewed from above the garden, from an upstairs window for example, is very useful with
general planning since the whole garden is seen at once, helping to identify problem areas
or clarify where plants, paths or features might best be sited. Moving on to taking better
quality and, therefore, more artistic photos, Robin began by explaining the importance of
the quality of light. Low-level light, early in the morning or at sunset, serves to enhance the
scene creating atmosphere and throwing the plants into relief, whereas bright sunlight gives
too much contrast and is harsh. Next, the technical composition of any photo can be
achieved by understanding how the eye views or frames a scene, that is, in thirds, roughly
two thirds land to one third sky. In order to create depth and perspective paths and
streams will “lead” the eye into the frame creating almost a 3D effect and more of a sense
of “being in” the picture. In addition, a balanced and cohesive photo should include
repetition of shapes, colours and forms, for example clumps of the same flowers, trees or
features. A more interesting photo will also include contrasts, loose prairie-style planting
with sharp-edged buildings for example, and, if there’s an interesting sky available, use it!
The second part of the talk allowed us all an insight into the techniques Robin employs in
her chosen area of expertise, that which many of us have seen in her exhibitions, specific
plant photography. To begin with, again Robin emphasised the rule that the eye views in
threes, so a balanced flower photo should include three flowers, verbena bonariensis is a
good one to start with since the stems tend to support three flower clusters. Next, a low
depth of field will throw the chosen plants into relief and fade out the background to
become atmosphere, so the plant is centre stage with no competition. Further, a low light
with low exposure really brings out the colour. In addition, to again create interest in the
photo, a variety of techniques can be employed, e.g. photographing the plant from an
unexpected angle, the underside if that is interesting, or really close-up which can create an
abstract shot. Even a vase of mixed flowers can also create a very interesting photo, since
the composition may be of plants not generally seen together in nature.
This was a most interesting and informative talk, beautifully illustrated with a carefully
curated selection of Robin’s photos, many of her own garden and plants, well known to
most of us present, as well as other gardens she has visited, most notably that of Piet
Oudolf. This all made for an enjoyable and entertaining evening for a very appreciative
audience.

Our guest speaker for the 13 November 2018 meeting in the Village Hall at 19:30
will be Melanie Gibson-Barton with a colourfully illustrated talk entitled “Parks and
Gardens of Flanders“.
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Rector’s Rumination's - Richard Barron
THE OBSTACLE IN THE ROAD

This fable may be relevant for you right now.
Long ago a king had a boulder placed on a roadway. Then he hid and watched to see if
anyone would remove it. Some of the king's wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by
and simply walked around it. Some complained that the king was lazy for not keeping the
road clear, but they didn’t do anything to move the boulder.
Eventually a peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables. When he reached the
obstacle, the peasant laid down his load and did his best to move the boulder to the side of
the road. It was a struggle, but after much pushing and shoving, he succeeded. Just as he
was about to pick up his load of vegetables, he noticed a purse lying in the road where the
boulder had been. The purse contained a lot of gold coins and a note from the king saying
that the gold was for the person who removed the boulder from the roadway.
That day the peasant learned the truth of some words of Jesus, who said, ‘Give and it will be
given to you. A good measure, pressed down and running over. For with the measure you
use, it will be measured to you.’ St Luke’s Gospel chapter 6 verse 38
Does life seem unfair, constantly throwing up obstacles? Does it seem as if you are always
giving and never receiving? Don’t give up! God, the King of heaven sees your deeds and
you can be sure that you will receive your reward. For God is no man’s debtor.

Pett Church News
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Thank you to all those who supported this service and gave produce for sale and for
Family Support Work. A donation of £79.64 was raised for Farm Africa.
MEDITATION
St Nicholas, Pett Level on Thursday, November 22nd at 2:30pm. There will be no
Meditation in December.
PETT CHURCH SERVICES (*note time change)
Sunday 4th Nov 9:30am
Holy Communion [Kay Burnett & Meriel Deasy]
*Sunday 11th Nov 10:30 for Remembrance Service (see pages 28-29)
10:40am start
Sunday 18th Nov 8:00am
Holy Communion St Nicholas [Kay Burnett]
Sunday 25th Nov 9:30am
Holy Communion
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL
First we would like to thank the residents of Pett and Pett Level for all the generously donated
items which, when auctioned, raised £2,100 for RNLI Lifeboats at Rye Harbour and Hastings.
Also, thanks go to all the helpers who collected, sorted, displayed and then auctioned the lots
at the Annual Harvest Home Auction. Well done all.
We have enjoyed live music from Re-Vox and many enjoyed the return of Mick Mepham to
the Club. We have tried some new beers which have been very popular. We are proud to
report that a recent visit from Cask Marque awarded us 100% for temperature, appearance,
aroma and taste for our cask ales. Please note that the Club is open to everyone, not just
members, for a daily membership of £2 or why not take out membership and enjoy all the
benefits of the Club.
WHAT’S ON AT THE CLUB
Live music/events from October to December:
Saturday 27th Oct : Halloween Party with Sarah G & The Other 3 – LIVE
and From 9pm! FANCY DRESS!!
Sunday 4th Nov : LIVE MUSIC from Deep Sea Drivers with Chantelle Duncan (3pm)
Sunday 2nd Dec : LIVE MUSIC from Re Vox (3pm)
Saturday 8th Dec : CHRISTMAS FAYRE 12 noon to 4pm
Sat 8th & Sun 9th Dec: PLPT Photo Competition
Sunday 16th Dec : Geoff Bellhouse Band LIVE! 3pm
NEW YEAR’S EVE : Mick Mepham at 9.30pm
Regular event dates for October to December:
* Quiz Night Monday evenings 8.00pm start. (Except Bank Holidays)
* Free Pool every Wednesday evening 6.00pm onwards
* Bingo Thursday 1st, 15th & 29th November. Eyes down at 7.30pm
* * NO BINGO IN DECEMBER *
* £5 Curry/Chilli Night Bingo Nights only
* PIE NIGHT £8.00 every Saturday night (except Party events)
As always future events are listed above. Also, please consult our website or Facebook page
for events and information which may be added or changed after this newsletter.
We are having a Fancy Dress Halloween Party on Saturday 27th October with music from
Sarah G and the Other 3 at 9pm. So, dust off your hats and cloaks, get out the claws and
bolts, sharpen your fangs, rev up the broomstick and fly on down to join us for a thrillingly
spooky evening.
Finally, Christmas has arrived in the shops, so we feel now is the time to let you know about
our Christmas Table Top Sale on Saturday, 8th December, £10 a table. Also running
alongside this is the Pett Level Preservation Trust’s Winter Photographic competition, with the
theme of “Low Sun-Long Shadows”. Application forms for both events can be collected from
the Club.

We look forward to welcoming you to our Club. We are now OPEN ALL DAY
The Committee info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk 01424 812080
17
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Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat Update by
Kathy Crowther
Here’s a question for you … when is an ‘abandoned’ vehicle not an ‘abandoned’
vehicle? When it’s our ‘new-to-us’ recovery vehicle, purchased from our independent
rescue boat colleagues at Ryde Rescue on the Isle of Wight.
Since its arrival last month,
we’ve been trying to sort out
the best way to store it ready
for transformation into the
type of vehicle which suits our
launch requirements down at
Pett Beach. The eagle-eyed
amongst you will have spotted
that the vehicle’s been lurking
down at our boathouse,
initially covered with tarp.
However, thanks to some
extreme winds and persons
unknown trying to access the
vehicle, this layer quickly
became more of a flapping
nuisance and, since the tarp
had to be removed, the vehicle has indeed looked like something of an abandoned
hope.
But rest assured, even though it hasn’t moved very far so far, it’s about to relocate to
its winter storage up in Pett village, where work on refurbishment will gradually start
once funds are in place. Hopefully, this means that next time you see the vehicle with
us at the boathouse, it’ll be in its next phase of life as our secondary recovery vehicle.
Of course, in between the fundraising continues with extra help from Sainsbury’s at
Station Plaza in Hastings. They’re dedicating a full day of fundraising at the store on
20th October 2018, and some of the crew should be attending, so if you find yourself
in Hastings on the day, please do stop by and say hello.
With winter creeping into mind, this month we’d like to offer a quick heads up that
Barbara’s bric-a-brac stall (located next to the boathouse) is now closed for the winter.
Many goodies have come and gone across this season thanks to Barbara, who has
managed to raise a significant sum for us this year - even more than last year! We do
appreciate the support and will be gladly accepting donations again in the spring, so
please hang on to your unwanted items over the winter for us, ready for next year.
Our website (www.plirb.com), Twitter (@PLIRBRescue) and Facebook
(@PettLevelRescueBoat) will all announce when the stall is open again.
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All of which is proof, as if it were needed, that the season has indeed moved on.
Back in the brilliant summer, when the large number of people using this stretch of
coast significantly increased the likelihood of call outs for the Pett Level
Independent Rescue Boat, it was hard to imagine that other seasons could bring
just as many potential incidents.
But of course, being by the seaside brings year-round risks and as October
marches on, brisk, bright days spur those who are dreading the dark days of winter
to come out and make the most of the light. Already this month, from the boathouse
end of the beach, we’ve seen walkers and visitors on the beach and under Cliff End
not just chasing the light and risking injury as the rocky beach shifts into shadows,
but also being chased by the particularly high seasonal tides rushing in.
So, this changeable time of year offers us all a gentle reminder that tide timetables
should always be read in the context of the location, the beach terrain and
‘behaviour’ of the beach. Once the incoming tide reaches the ‘flooding’ stage at Pett
Level it’s impossible to outrun, one of the reasons why being cut off by the tide at
the steep face of Cliff End is one of our most frequent call outs. And although
weather, tide times and shortening days are each (mostly) predictable elements,
these can combine with very unpredictable outcomes in this area.
Of course, we’re here to help, but we’d rather everyone stays safe in their
enjoyment of this very special place, so please take care and stay beach aware.

NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB
As usual our latest competition was cancelled due to a bad weather forecast, again.
Since the 1st of April we have only managed to fish two competitions and the end of
our season is fast approaching. On the days when weekday anglers have managed
to get afloat they have had variable success. One boat fished the same mark on two
occasions in the same week. On the first day they caught more than twenty plaice as
well as gurnard and mackerel. Two days later only three plaice were landed.
As last year the cod have failed to make an appearance. This is particularly
disappointing as we usually stock up our freezers with lovely fresh cod.
Apologies for a short report again but it is what it is. Hopefully next month I will have
more to tell you so until then tight lines and stay safe.
Pete Drew (Chairman)
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PETT WI Report by Heather Godwin
We had a fantastic meeting in October with the wonderful Gary Enstone, General
Manager of Bateman’s National Trust property. He was making a welcome return
visit, and educating us with tales of Rudyard Kipling, the First World War and the
tragic death of Kipling’s son, Jack, who was killed in September 1915 at the Battle of
Loos, while serving with the British Army nearly six weeks after his eighteenth
birthday.
It was a fitting talk as we are leading up to the culmination of a year-long project
within the village – Poppies for Pett - creating 10,000 poppies for yarn-bombing the
two village churches. We have been overwhelmed with the support from villagers,
and friends and relatives far and near. From the 1st November you will be able to
view the results of our hard work at the Parish Church and the little Pett Level
Church of St Nicholas. Flyers are being distributed around the village to explain the
project. Do pick one up and invite family and friends to see the display.
Pett WI will also be holding a fund-raising event in the Village Hall on Saturday
November 10th from 10 ‘til 2. There will be delicious refreshments, a raffle, the
opportunity to sponsor a poppy and tie it on part of the Church display, write in a
Book of Remembrance and support the two
charities: The Royal British Legion and
Help for Heroes.
We are also offering a beautiful stained
glass poppy (pictured) which has been
donated to us for a silent auction. It
measures 29 cm x 9cm. If you would like
to own this (the picture is in colour on
PettNet) please send a bid to
heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk or drop
in a bid to 2 Brambletye, Pett Road, by the
end of Friday 9th November. The winner
will be the highest bid and will be announced during the fundraising event on the
Saturday.
PLEASE support this project – hours of work have gone into it and it would be
wonderful if we could raise a lot of money to say thank you for the sacrifices made in
the past by servicemen and women.
Our next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 21st
November at 7pm. A new committee will be formed, a new President voted in, as
Heather Godwin is standing down after five years, and there will be the opportunity
to decorate the paste poppies made at the October meeting.
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN
by Su Fleigh

BAKED SAUSAGES WITH APPLES
Serves 4 people

Kitten overcomes fear of bangers
This recipe is a doddle to prepare and good to have on Guy Fawkes night. Children
love it and if you invite a few friends round it makes an easy supper for a fireworks
party. You can double up on the ingredients.
Pre-heat Oven 200c/Fan180c/400f/Gas Mark 6
1 Medium/large Onion, cut into 6 wedges
6 Slices of Smoked Bacon, cut into 3cm/1in pieces
8 Good quality Pork Sausages
3-4 dessert Apples, skins on, cored and chopped into 3cm/1in cubes
(Braeburns, Royal Gala, Pink Lady or similar)
30ml/2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
15 fresh Sage Leaves, chopped
(if fresh not available, use dried, say 1 x heaped tablespoon)
Add a 10ml/dessertspoon of the Oil to a frying pan and gently brown the sausages to
an appetising colour (we don’t want anaemic looking sausages) then transfer to an
ovenproof dish. Wipe clean frying pan with kitchen towel
Now add 10ml of the oil, the chopped bacon and onion to the frying pan and stir well.
Cook gently for a few minutes until the onion begins to soften and looks translucent.
Add the apples to the bacon and onions and stir, breaking up the onion wedges. Stir
in remaining olive oil and sage leaves then pile the mixture onto the sausages. Mix
well so everything is evenly distributed.
Bake for 35-40 minutes until sausages are done (stir half-way through cooking time to
amalgamate all the juices)
Serve with Mashed or Jacket Potato
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Pett Level Preservation Trust Photographic Competition
Winter 2018 and Christmas Table Top Sale
Zana writes…
Following on from the successful summer photographic
competitions in past years, the Pett Level Preservation Trust
are holding a winter competition this year which will tie in
with a Christmas Table Top Sale at the New Beach Club,
Pett Level.
Get out your cameras or phones and take a picture on Pett
Level under the title ‘Low Sun-Long Shadows’.
Entry forms and competition rules can be collected from The
New Beach Club, Pett Level.
Photos should be no bigger than A4 and must be delivered into The New Beach Club Pett Level
by noon Wednesday December 5th with the completed entry form and payment of £5 per photo
for over 16s and £1 per photo for under 16s.
Over 16s 1st prize is £60 and for under 16s is a £25 voucher. All entries will be exhibited at The
New Beach Club from Wednesday 5th till Saturday 16th December. The winners will be
announced at lunchtime on Saturday 8th December at the Christmas Table Top Sale.
Application forms for Table Top Sale tables can be picked up at The New Beach Club - £10 per
table.
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY
One of the really pleasurable aspects of
writing these Nature Notes is that people
come to me with nature-related questions
or send me photos of things to identify.
Most of the time I have a good idea of the
answers, or at least a good idea of where
to go to look for the answer. One question
was “Why so many crane flies?”. My
answer (Perhaps because of the dry
summer making the ground hard and so
difficult for birds to eat the leatherjackets.)
was completely wrong. The correct answer
is the wet autumn of 2017 which allowed
the leatherjackets to thrive, and also, the fact that certain insecticides have been
banned which used to poison the leatherjackets (and lots of pollinators too!). But at
least I now know, and I had the pleasure of trawling the internet to look it up.
One of the Facebook groups I belong to also spawned a trawl for more information.
Somebody had opened a bird box that had been home to a bumblebee colony and
was asking what the white fibrous material was. Somebody had answered that it
was the silk of Aphomia which is a parasite of bumblebees, honey bees, and wasps.
So I then wanted to know what Aphomia was – it is better known as the Wax Moth
or Aphomia sociella. The female wax moth lays her eggs in the colony early in the
season – i.e. before the first workers hatch to build up the colony’s defences. When
the wax moth larvae hatch they will eat eggs, bee or wasp larvae, and any pollen or
nectar they can find. (The caterpillars spin a particularly strong silk cocoon to protect
themselves while feeding.) So if you do clean out your bird boxes – and now is a
good time to do it – then please destroy any caterpillars you find in there, and just
be aware of queen wasps that often use nest boxes to hibernate in. If you want to
attract birds to your nest box, then clean out any old nesting material, but if you
want to attract bumblebees, then leave the nesting material in there, or better still
get another nest box and do both.
One interesting thing that I found out about wax moths was their mating habits. Most
female moths emit pheromones when they are ready to mate, and most male moths
have large feathery antennae so that they can detect them. In the case of male wax
moths, they also emit their own pheromones to increase their chances of
encountering a female. But the really interesting thing about the male wax moth is
that he has another weapon in his charm arsenal – he can emit ultrasonic ‘chirps’ in
much the same way that cicadas do so that the females can more easily find him.
What I’d be interested to know if I was a male wax moth is – can bats detect my
ultrasonic ‘chirps’? I also found out that the sound is emitted from the tegular
tymbals, but nobody needs to know that unless they accidentally come across a
pair.
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY
To move away from the endlessly fascinating world of insects for a moment – there are
a lot of jays about just now. There a lot of jays about all the time, but at this time of year
they are collecting and caching acorns and other seeds, and so are more conspicuous.
They are the most colourful of the crow family with their beautiful dark pink plumage and
pale blue wing flashes. Like other members of the crow family they are very intelligent
and will remember where most of the seeds are buried so that they do not starve
through the winter when other food is scarce and energy demands are high.
One fact about jays that can help with identification
is that they are the only crow-sized bird with a white
rump, a useful feature since most birds are seen
when flying away from you.
It seems to be a good year for parasol mushrooms.
They’re edible and delicious fried in a little butter. As
always, this column can be found at
www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will have photos
of a wax moth but probably not a jay (too difficult,
even the flying away shots).

STOP Press- An Asian hornet has been found at Dungeness!
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Image: RSPB
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Morning mist across the marsh; reddening leaves and berries on
the trees in the village; Autumn is here and Winter coming on. An
ideal time to curl up with a good book! So why not borrow some from
the “Community Collection” on the first Wednesday of the Month
in the Village Hall (10am to 11.30). This is a selection of books
loaned to the Village by the East Sussex Library Service, and made
available during the coffee mornings in Pett Village Hall. You do not
have to belong to the main Library service to make use of this scheme, and there is
no charge. You can enjoy a cuppa and a chat at the same time if you fancy them.
We have a good choice of fiction, some in large print, a smaller number of non-fiction
covering a range of topics and a few children’s books. So, something for everyone –
why not give it a go?
NEXT DATE - WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 7TH

Overheard on the bus to Erehwon
X: Will you be going to the Pett Church Christmas Fair on 8th December?
Z: No, I won’t! Going to one service is enough churchgoing for me, thank you very much!
X: Well, the Christmas Fair won’t even be at the church. It’s in the Village Hall. It’ll be a nice
Christmassy thing to go to. There’ll be loads of stalls so you can stock up for Christmas.
Z: I don’t want to have to spend a lot of money, though.
X: You don’t have to! You can just sit and have hot drink and cake much cheaper than in a
café and watch everyone else enjoying the atmosphere. There are some games for the
children so you can bring them too.
Z: How is it any different from going into Hastings for the morning?
X: A lot different, I should say! Much more relaxing as well as the chance to win a really good
raffle prize or something in the Cracker game. And what about buying a pomander ball? I
don’t think they’re available in many places.
Z: What’s a pomander ball when it’s at home?
X: Just come and see!
Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden
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BOOKS
BOOKS
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6.00

Thursday 29th
November 8pm
Pett Village Hall, Pett Road
TN35 4HD (behind the 2
Sawyers Pub)
Call Jan on 01424 812737 or
Christine on 01424 813498 to
buy tickets. Tickets include a
refreshment. Drinks and
Nibbles will be available.
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Tickets are now on sale at the Fairlight Post
Oﬃce priced at £7.00 If you cannot get into
Fairlight to book you can call Carol Ardley on
01424 8141178 and reserve seats but be quick
they are going fast!
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Church Notices Gone Wrong
They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! These sentences
actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church
services:
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
The sermon this morning is titled:'Jesus Walks on the Water.’ The sermon
tonight is titled 'Searching for Jesus.'
Ladies, don't forget the jumble sale. It's a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Please ring your husbands.
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving
obvious pleasure to the congregation.
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all
the help they can get.
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.
Music will follow.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is
Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice.
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased
person you want remembered.
Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to
follow.
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind.
They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon.
This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the park
across from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM . Please
use the back door.
Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm. Please use the
large double doors at the side entrance.
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new
campaign slogan last Sunday: ‘I Upped My Pledge
- Up Yours!’
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors

Address

Contact

Alan Crouch
(vice-chair)

Mariners Plat, Pett Level 01424 813145
Road, TN35 4EA
cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk

Judith Dean

Delvings, Chick Hill, Pett
Level,
TN35 4EQ

David Penfold
(chair)

Jasmine Cottage, Elm Lane, 01424 813003
Pett, TN35 4JD
cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk

Stuart Ware

Hunters Meadow, Pett Road, 01424 815197
TN35 4HG
cllr.stuart.ware@pettnet.org.uk

Mike Wilkins

Adeleine, Pett Road,
TN35 4HB

01424 813206
cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk

Island Cottage
Swan Street, Wittersham,
Kent, TN30 7PH

01797 270790
clerk@pettnet.org.uk

01424 812249
cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk

Clerk
Mary Philo

Pett Parish Council meet on the 3rd Tuesday of alternative months at the Village
Hall at 7:30pm. Planning sub-committee meetings take place on an ad-hoc
basis. All are welcome.
ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL (MARSHAM WARD)
Roger Bird

87 Battery Hill, Fairlight,
Hastings, TN35 4AL

01424 813636
cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk

Southlands, Pett Road,
Pett, TN35 4HA
http://www.your-councillor.com/chris-saint/

01424 813047
cllr.chris.saint@rother.gov.uk

Chris Saint

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR HASTINGS & RYE
Amber Rudd

H o u s e o f C o m m o n s , 01424 205 435
London, SW1A 0AA
020 7219 7229
amber.rudd.mp@parliament.uk

POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR SUSSEX
Katy Bourne

Sackville House, Brooks
Close, Lewes, East Sussex,
BN7 2FZ
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01273 481561
spcc@sussex-pcc.gov.uk

SOME VERY USEFUL NUMBERS
Emergency Numbers:
Police, Fire, Ambulance & Coastguard

999

National Gas Emergency Service (gas leaks)

0800 111 999

UK Power Networks (overhead power lines or loss of electricity)

105

Southern Water emergency service (leaks, blockages & pollution)
POTHOLES
https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/roads/maintenance

0845 278 0845
0345 60 80 193

Emergency Services & Utilities (non-emergency numbers):
Police

101

East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service:
Community fire safety advice
Community safety (24 hour hotline)

0800 177 7069
0800 731 9119

South East Coast Ambulance Service

0300 1230999

Southern Water:

0800 820 999

Hospitals & Local Surgeries
NHS 111

111

Conquest Hospital

01424 755255

Eastbourne Hospital

01323 417400

Harold Road Surgery:
Enquiries
Surgery appointments
Village hall appointments

01424 720878
01424 437962
01424 728872

Guestling Surgery, Chapel Lane

01424 814332

Roebuck Surgery, Old Town Hastings

01424 420378

Council Services
Rother District Council:
Customer Services Contact Centre (for all services)
Out-of-hours emergency number

01424 787000
01424 787868

East Sussex County Council
Switchboard

0345 6080190

Support Services & Charities
Samaritans (24 hour service)

08457 909090

Victim Support

0845 3030 900

Citizens Advice 1066

01424 721420

Rother District Citizens Advice
Age UK

0800 169 6565
01424 215055
01424734549

Hastings Lifeline

01424 781234

St Michaels Hospice 25 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards

01424 445177

RSPCA emergency animal welfare

0300 1234 999 (24hr)

Cats Protection

01424 754328
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SOCIETIES, ASSOCIATIONS & OTHER ACTIVITIES
Allotments

Libby Rothwell

07714 340674

libby.rothwell891@gmail.com

Badminton

Dave Clarke

812898

gypsydave@uwclub.net

Bowls Club

Eddie Quinlan

431463

British Legion

Brian Green

812450

Cricket Club

Andrew Dunlop

813368

Dance Fitness

Laura Mitchell

07527 105352

lauramitchell6@sky.com

Flower Show Chair

Philippa Strickland

814384

pstrickl@icloud.com

Flowerpots

toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk

pettflowerpots@hotmail.co.uk

Pett Level
Preservation Trust

Theresa Noutch

814370

theresanoutch@aol.com

Gardening Club

Bob Harris

815151

bob.june@btopenworld.com

Pilates

Annie Cuthbert

01797 225186

tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com

POPP

Ann Nicholls

813043

Pole Dancing

Jane Baldwin

07403 256148

jane@mrzen.co.uk

PVH Committee

Tim Rothwell

07850 469314

tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk

Short Mat Bowls

Eric Butler

814869

Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk

Stoolball

Janet Fuller

01303 873227

Tennis Club

Stuart Ware

815197

sjw@meadowshed.co.uk

The Club

Wendy Hatch

812297

familyhatch1@gmail.com

Village Voices

Wendy Hatch

812297

familyhatch1@gmail.com

Weight Watchers

Roz Webb

07718 858517

rwebb@weight-watchers.co.uk

WI

Hilary Dymott

813553

hidymott@gmail.com

Yoga Class

Robin Hutt

813182

robinhutt@btinternet.com

Church Team

www.fairlightandpett.com

Rector

Richard Barron

Retired Clergy

Rev Kay Burnett, Rev David Wotton

Reader

Meriel Deasy

General Information
St Mary & St Peter, Pett
Becoming a Friend
Donations
Churchyard
St Nicholas, Pett Level

01424 812799

Gill Plank
Lesley Wilkins
Jan Marsh
Fran Rogers

01424 812154
01424 813206
01424 812737
01424 812964
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rector@fairlightandpett.com

village diary
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Mon

9.30am

Flowerpots Toddlers Group

Village Hall

Mon

6.30pm

Pilates

Village Hall

Mon

7.30pm

Village Voices

Methodist Chapel

Tue

10.30am

POPP

Village Hall

Tue

5.00pm

Yoga

Village Hall

Tue

5.30pm

Weight Watchers

Village Hall

Tue

7.00pm

The Club (youth club)

Club House, Fairlight

Tue

7.15pm

Pole Dancing

Village Hall

Wed

7.00pm

Dance for Fitness

Village Hall

Wed

9.30am

Badminton (members only)

Village Hall

Thu

9.30am

Yoga

Village Hall

Thu

3pm & 7pm

Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr)

Village Hall

Thu

3.45pm

‘Busyart’ art/craft club

Club House, Fairlight

Fri

9.30am

Badminton (members only)

Village Hall

There is always a
lot happening, so
please look
through the
magazine to find
out what is going
on

MONTHLY & BI-MONTHLY ACTIVITIES

Date of next
meeting

Mon

7.00pm

Village Hall Committee meets on Village Hall
the 1st Monday of alternative
months

5 November

Tue

7.30pm

Pett Parish Council meet on the 3rd Village Hall
Tuesday of alternative months

20 November

Wed

10.00am

Village Coffee Morning

Village Hall

7 November

Wed

7.00pm

Pett Women’s Institute

Village Hall

21 November

Tue

7.30pm

Gardening Club

Village Hall

13 November

PETT CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday 4th Nov
9:30am
Holy Communion [Kay Burnett & Meriel Deasy]
*Sunday 11th Nov
10:30 for
Remembrance Service (details inside magazine)
10:40am start
Sunday 18th Nov
8:00am
Holy Communion St Nicholas [Kay Burnett]
Sunday 25thNov
9:30am
Holy Communion

THE POST OFFICE is open between 12.30 to 3pm on Monday & Thursday at the
Methodist Chapel. You can also buy postage stamps from Phil the Butcher.
Every effort is made to keep this is up to date but we are not always told of changes – if
unsure you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates.
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