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Dear Readers
What a summer – heat, drought, the flower show (still in polular demand after 70 years) and,
of course, Celebs on the Farm putting Pett well and truly into stardom territory!
Badminton has now returned to the village hall. If you want to take part you now have to be a
member of the Group – see inside for details. And a reinvigorated Coffee Morning is now being
run by Tim & Anne, with the added benefit of a start-up community library.
… other perrenials taking place this month are the World’s (or is it Pett’s?) Biggest Coffee
Morning being run in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, and the 67th appearance of the Harvest
Home Auction to raise money for Hastings & Rye Harbour RNLI.
Project Remember has now reached its target, and work should be well underway to renovate
the memorial in time for the 100th anniversary of the end of the war – and as a reminder of that
tragedy Martin King has produced his latest edition of ‘The Pett Fallen’, retelling the story of
Bernard Foster who lost his life aged 25 in northern France.
And finally I would like to thank all those who have contributed to the magazine archive,
including Jackie Richards, Martin King, Mary Windsor, Ray Taylor and Betty Harknett – with
their help you can now download the magazine back to 2002, and over the next few months
back to the 1990s.

THE NEWS TEAM ARE
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148
Sarah Adams, Deputy Editor & Distribution, 01424 812323
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers
SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we
offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk
DEADLINES:
Copy
(letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month.
Adverts (new, changes, payments)
- MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month.
COPY
Copy must be sent, by email, to pettparishnews@live.co.uk. If you want to provide something handwritten
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals,
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received.
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise
indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements
and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither
the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication.
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PETT OLDER PEOPLE’S
PROJECT
Meeting every Tuesday at 10.30 in Pett Village Hall
Enquiries
07917 923975
Ann Nicholls
01424 813043
Winner of the Queen's award for voluntary service
Please come along and join us for a deliciousness home cooked meal
(tea, coffee and juice supplied).
Entertainment including music for health, skiffle group, sing-a-longs,
slide shows, historical talks, chair exercise, bingo and much more.
All for just £6. Your first trial visit free.
Toe Nail cutting service. Home visits or at POPP Sheila 07774 573086

Marsham
Older People’s
Project

GUESTLING AND PETT COMMUNITY FRIENDS

Guestling and Pett Community Friends is a local group of
volunteers who are willing to give their time to help our
older residents or those who are incapacitated in any way
and who live in one of our two villages. Help includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Transport to hospital or the doctor or shopping etc.
One off garden tidy or hedge cutting or suchlike.
Helping with pets, walking, feeding etc.
Social visiting and chatting.
Help with filling in forms.
Help with setting up home shopping.
Minor household repairs.
Or any other help that we have the skills for.

If you think that one of our volunteers could help you then
phone 0743 480 3325 and we will arrange for somebody
to come around
There is no charge for this service except for transport
when 45 pence per mile will be charged to cover fuel etc.
All our volunteers have been DBS checked.
If you would like to volunteer, or donate,
then get in touch with David Hance on
01424 814842.

If you are 60 plus

Do come and join us each Friday
between 10am and 2pm at the Village
Hall in Fairlight for a social gathering
amongst friends.
Enjoy a delicious hot lunch, quizzes,
raffle, a game of bingo and various
entertainment.
All for just £6.00
Transport available at minimum cost.
For more information please visit our
website www.fairlightmopp.co.uk or call
Robert Pasterfield on 07860 414277
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Dear Editor
MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING AND COMMUNITY BOOK COLLECTION
(first Wednesday of the month, 10am)
The coffee morning remains popular and it's great to see people meeting their friends for a chat,
some are making poppies for the church and others bring their knitting, it all makes for a vibrant
lively couple of hours raising much needed funds for the village hall.
We are pleased to say we have taken delivery of our community book collection from East Sussex
libraries and we are very impressed with the selection of books we have been sent. They will be
on display at the coffee mornings and you don't have to a member of the library to borrow a book
so do come and have a look, if we haven't got what you like we can get some more books of the
genre you like but we can't order specific books.
Anne & Tim
Dear Editor
NEW BEACH CLUB QUIZ
As many of our readers know there is a quiz on Monday nights at the New Beach Club run by
Mick Goswell and Dave Martin.
Sadly after eight years of hosting the event they have both decided to call it a day and let someone
else have a go. Over the years they have built up a thriving Monday night trade for which the
club is very grateful. Without their commitment, the club, on a Monday, would be a lot quieter
especially on cold winter nights. They will be a hard act to follow with their banter with the teams
and the occasional risqué joke. Sometimes there is a stewards enquiry into the result but this is
always sorted out and adds to the atmosphere of what is a very enjoyable and fun evening.
We would like to wish whoever takes over the best of luck and they are sure to get the full support
of all the teams.
Pete Drew, New Beach Club
Editor’s Note: And a big thank you to Barbara Martin for the main attraction, her magnificent
spread of sandwiches.
Dear Editor
DOG ATTACK ON CHICK HILL BANK (UPDATE)
I would like to thank all those people who called to express their sympathy and horror in
connection with the vicious dog attack that killed seven animals. Following our request to the
public for information, I have had a huge response that might lead to a prosecution. All have
identified the same dog owner and I shall be passing this onto the police. Thanks again for all
your support.
Andrew Dunlop
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Would you like to
improve your
IT skills?

Friendly tailored
training offered for
individuals or small
groups. This could be with Microsoft
Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Publisher, Visio or
Project, or with emails and the internet

Fun, effective, reward and games based
concept dog training. Weekly classes,
workshops and 1-2-1s offered

I also offer administrative support and can assist
with setting up spreadsheets, creating word
documents and mapping and streamlining
processes. I can also assist with content and
updating of websites

Please get in touch for further details

Please get in touch for further details

Jane
0740 325 6148
jane@mrzen.co.uk

Jane
0740 325 6148
jane@mrzen.co.uk

www.reliabledogs.co.uk

The Club(s) @ Fairlight
Youth Club meets Tuesdays 7pm-8-30pm - open to youngsters in
Fairlight, Pett, and all villages in the area.

Busyart (art/craft club) for 5-11year olds meets Thursdays 3-45
Pottery (adults) Mondays & Thursdays.
The Club (youth club) Busyart (art/craft club) and Pottery (adults) all meet at
The Clubhouse, Fairlight Recreation Ground.

All clubs are open to everyone in Pett, Fairlight and local villages.
For more details contact Wendy Hatch on 01424 812297
or familyhatch1@gmail.com
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Dear Editor
HOME DRESSMAKING 1945-1955 – CAN YOU HELP?
My name is Donna Gilbert and I am a (very) mature student at the University of Brighton,
studying Fashion and Dress History. For my final year research project I am hoping to look at
home dressmaking during 1945-1955 and how dressmakers were influenced by women’s
magazines of the period. I would really like to talk to anyone who sewed at home during this time
to find out how they learnt to sew, the types of things they made, which sewing patterns they
used, how they adapted these and which women’s magazines they looked at for inspiration.
If you would enjoy a trip down memory lane and would like to talk to me about your experiences
I would be delighted to hear from you. I am happy to visit, or I can forward questionnaires to
people to answer at leisure. Please feel free to contact me on 01424 812185 if you would be
willing to help with my research, or if you would like more information. I would really appreciate
your time and input – thank you!
Donna Gilbert
Dear Editor
PETT FLOWER SHOW
I would love to say a huge congratulations to the organisers of the flower show this year. An
amazing day. It is obvious that a great deal of work is needed to keep this annual event going.
The donkey rides were a real bonus for the children.
In the light of so many health & safety regulations, it’s difficult to finance the ever-increasing
insurance costs necessary when putting on these events. I am sure all who attended would agree
it is much appreciated.
Rachael Crouch
Dear Editor
PETT FLOWER SHOW 28 JULY – LOST PURSE
A purse was found on Saturday 28 July at the Pett Flower Show. So far it has not been claimed.
If it is yours, or know whose it might be, please contact me on 07850 469314
tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk
Tim Rothwell
Dear Editor
THE LOST SHEEP
If you were one of those who put a sticker on our map at our Church stall at the Flower Show to
pinpoint where the lost sheep was found, I need to confirm to you that it was found in the
churchyard. Indeed, where else would a lost sheep go?
Thank you for your support. We planned to have some church leaflets on the stall and for
horticultural and scholarly conversations with the Rector but the wind was against us.
What I really want to say is an enormous thank you to Philippa Strickland and her team for
organizing the Flower Show. It has always been and, thanks to the organizers, will continue to
be, the highlight of our village life.
Angela Hawksley, Churchward
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Paul King Garden Maintenance
Our team provide the following services:
ü Grass cutting & strimming
ü Hedge, shrub & tree trimming
ü Fencing – erection & repairs
ü Landscaping
From one off jobs to year round maintenance
Local references available

Friendly reliable service
Fully insured

25 years of combined experience

For more information call Paul on 07712 567719 or 01424 815020
Email paul.king@gmx.com

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior
Fully qualified – over 30 years
experience
Free estimates and advice
Affordable prices
References available if required

Contact J C Elliott
01424 730 188
Mobile: 07947 798071
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Dear Editor
SATURDAY 28TH JULY 2018: FLOWER SHOW NOT BLOWN AWAY!
70 years and still going strong. The anniversary show was a blast; if the good folk
of Pett can take rain, they were certainly able to cope with a near gale to come along
to enjoy the show, even with the risk of the marquee and gazebos taking off, and
raffle and tombola tickets blown out of people’s hands. All the stalls were popular:
there were record takings in the tea tent. Although, with the new insurance arrangements, under
which the Flower Show is not able to add cover for concessions to its policy, there was plenty
for all. The Sussex Brass band created a happy atmosphere for the event and could be heard over
the very popular crockery smash.
The main purpose of the show is to nurture a spirit of competition for all to exhibit their finest
produce and display their skills. With the dry weather during the warm summer, the expectation
was for the number of submissions to be down, but amazingly there were 437 entries, including
fabulous floral art entries and the new modelling classes. And what will the village be talking
about now that the question of “how to stop cherries sinking in the cake” is no longer the main
topic?
There are so many people to thank for making the day a success: the sponsors, the judges and
stewards; the volunteers manning the stalls and refreshments; the carpark attendants; the donators
of cakes and tombola and raffle prizes. We hope everyone has received a personal thank you.
Please forgive us if you were forgotten.
Finally, I give my thanks to the members of the committee, who work so hard throughout the
year to bring the whole day together. You are a great team.
We welcome suggestions for a theme for 2019.
Philippa M. Strickland
Chairman Pett and District Horticultural Society
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THE BUTCHERS SHOP
PETT ROAD, PETT
(01424) 812148

71 Western Road
Bexhill on Sea,TN40 1DT

Fresh and Local
Fish Daily
A free same-day delivery service
for orders over £10
Tuesday to Saturday

Personal Friendly Service

Homemade Sausages
& Burgers
Home Cooked Ham
Quality Scottish Beef
English Lamb
Natural Farmed Pork
Chicken reared to
Farm Assured Standard
Barbeque Ideas

Ring Andy (01424 219096) by
midday and your fish will be
delivered on the same day

We are now at
Wakehams Farm, Fairlight,
every Thursday 9am to 2pm

FRESH BREAD & MILK
Newspapers Mon to Sat

1st & 2nd class postage stamps

LUNSFORD FARM
POTATOES

CANINE COMPANIONS
DOG BOARDING

Traditionally grown, red or white
potatoes, superb flavour.

-

Available from our shop in the
farmyard.

Away for the day(s)
Working late
Going on holiday
Unable to work due to illness

Leave your dog in the capable hands
of a fellow dog owner in a safe and
loving home environment with large
garden.

Trade enquiries welcome.
ALSO

Dogs walked twice daily on or off the
lead depending on owner’s
preferences.

Lunsford Farm Lamb
Available to order.

Please contact Angela Gastrell
Home: 01424 813593
Mobile 07411 405049
angelagastrell@hotmail.co.uk

Enquiries to
01424 813368 – 07776 143509
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BADMINTON
RETURNS TO PETT VILLAGE HALL
As from Wednesday 15th August Badminton has returned to the
Village Hall.
The Group meets on Wednesdays and Fridays each week from
9.30am to 12noon.
The Badminton Group is now a members only group.
If you are not a member, and would like to join, please contact
Dave Clarke on 01424 812898 or at gypsydave@uwclub.net
The Badminton Group now has a page on Pett on the Net which can be accessed at
https://www.pettnet.org.uk/badminton

FAIRLIGHT END OPEN STUDIO AND GARDEN
1st & 2nd and 8th & 9th September; 11am to 5pm
All proceeds to Pett Village Hall

Why not treat yourself to a September outing in Pett and support our Village Hall at the same
time?
Fairlight End Garden, opposite the Two Sawyers pub, (as featured on BBC Gardeners World
and Sussex Heritage Trust award winner) will have a rare September opening for the first two
weekends in September (1st & 2nd and 8th & 9th) from 11am to 5pm.
No entrance fee is required, just voluntary donations to Pett Village Hall.
Parking is in the Village Hall carpark.
This opening is part of the Coastal Currents Festival of Open Studios and Robin Hutt's Studio
will be open, with photographic images relating to the garden, and cards for sale. Flapjack
and cold drinks will also be available, and all proceeds will go to the Village Hall.
Hope to see you there!
www.fairlightend.co.uk
Instagram: @fairlightendgarden
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3 The Lyndens
Pett Road
Pett
TN35 4HD
01424 814554

The Tic Tocory
Tea Room
Tue – Sat 10:00 to 4:30

Hair, Nails & Waxing
Tue – Sat 9:30 to 5:30
Appointments are not always
necessary.
Free consultations available.
Please note that A skin-test is
required 48 hours prior to all
colouring services.

HANDS
v Shellac manicure
v Shellac removal
v Acrylic nails

We offer a fabulous selection
of delicious cakes and pastries
and a vast selection of hot and
cold drinks … all with a
beautiful view too!
Private parties are also
available but must be booked in
advance and can be personalised
upon consultation.
DOG FRIENDLY

FEET
v Shellac pedicure
v Pedicure spa & colour
v Pedicure spa & shellac

WAXING
v Brows
v Brows with tint
v Lip, chin, lip & chin

Visit me at Tic Toc
or call me on 07795 832289 for home visits
12

Pett Village Hall
Friday 28th September
9am ~ 12 noon
Petts biggest coffee morning for Macmillan
Many stalls to include
Cakes, plants, jewelry, pick a bottle
tombola, books,
previously loved items you cannot live without (junk)
and many more I cannot remember
Please do come and support Jo and her team,
your attendance makes all the difference to cancer sufferers
If you can make a cake, have any spare books, plants
or anything that can be sold to help raise funds,
please let Jo know on 01424 814829
or deliver them to Wayside, Pett Road, opposite 1-6 Rectory Park

Oh, and of course, do come for coffee ~
its what it’s all about
See you there
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Carpets & Soft Furnishings
Expertly Cleaned

75

A local, quality service is guaranteed,
using the very latest equipment and
cleaning methods, for the best
possible results
FREE emergency stain removal is
available to all Pett residents!
Just phone
(01424) 871444
Mike will be happy to take your call

99

Conquest
Cleaning Services Limited
Vernon Cottage * Pett Road *TN35 4HD

Members of the National
Carpet Cleaners Association &
Which? Trusted Trader

www.conquestcleaning.co.uk
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PROJECT REMEMBER NEWS UPDATE– DAVID BREAKELL
Fundraising success: donations continued to come in during July, including a
significant three-figure sum from one local family. At the time of writing, we have
raised nearly £5000 and that, together with the promised community grant from
Rother District Council, means that on present information we have enough to cover
all our anticipated costs for the refurbishment of the War Memorial, which is a
tremendous result. We are therefore delighted to announce the closure of the
fundraising campaign.
Commencement of work: by the time you read this in the magazine, the initial works to prepare
the ground around the Memorial will be under way. A small section of the churchyard will
therefore be fenced off, as temporary protection. That will be rapidly followed by the laying of
our donated Yorkstone slabs and the widening of the steps from the church path. Later in
September, a stonemason will be in attendance to carry out cleaning of the Memorial itself. The
final groundwork aspect will be the preparation and planting of the small border around the paved
area.
Additional aspects: as mentioned in last month’s edition, we are intending to honour the socalled “Missing 10” with the erection of an engraved stone plaque on the boundary wall close to
the Memorial. Quotes have been obtained from several stonemasons and this aspect will be
committed shortly. Our plan is to use a similar Forest of Dean stone as that originally used for
the Memorial itself. Once all these works are completed, we will acquire a memorial bench for
the paved area so that, if they wish, visitors to the Memorial can pause a while for reflection.
Silent Soldiers: given the successful conclusion of the fundraising stage, our soldiers have been
recently “stood down” from their vigil, as you may have noticed. But they will not be forgotten.
You may see them again later in the year, when the project is complete, and on Remembrance
Sunday. Thank you once again for all your support.
SALUTE TO THE SKIES (BIGGLES COMES TO TEA) – ANDREW DUNLOP
As the RAF has recently celebrated its centenary, I thoughts it might be
interesting to retell the small role that Lunsford Farm played in its
history. By the end of World War I, the RAF had 20,000 planes. It is not
surprising then, that many new airfields were built across the country to
cope with the huge number of planes. The planes were invariably
unreliable, and many incidents of forced landings occurred which led to a large number of
emergency air strips being designated all over the country, particularly in the South East.
There is one such airstrip on Lunsford Farm known as the ‘Long Field’. It was no doubt chosen
because of its flat hill top position running east to west into the prevailing wind on top of the
Saxon shore line cliffs adjacent to Coneybanks. It was very close to the sea, fairly devoid of trees
and had excellent visibility. It can clearly be seen in the aerial photograph currently posted on
Pett on the Net (courtesy of Channel 5 / GooWoo Productions). My grandfather was obliged to
keep the field in grass for the duration.
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A MAN THAT CAN…
I CAN TACKLE ANY ODD JOBS
AROUND THE HOME OR GARDEN
THAT YOU MAY BE UNABLE TO DO
YOURSELF. ANYTHING FROM A
SQUEAKY HINGE TO PUTTING UP
SHELVES, TO ASSEMBLING
FLAT-PACK FURNITURE
OR A GARDEN SHED.
I AM MATURE, HONEST, RELIABLE
AND HAVE BEEN CRB CHECKED.
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

Chris Sherwin,
Local to Pett Village
Tel: 01424 718191
Mobile: 07875 109215
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Whilst I do not know at what stage it was commissioned or how many times it was used, my
father remembered as a boy a plane landing here, probably in the late 1920s or early 1930s. There
followed a knock on the farmhouse door and my grandmother was confronted by two airmen, in
their flying suits, who explained that they had landed in the field having run out of fuel in their
Vimy bomber and wanted to phone their airbase. My grandmother explained that they had no
phone and suggested they go to the Royal Oak to use their phone and when they returned to call
back to the house to have some tea and scones. They duly did so whilst waiting for the flying
officer to fly in with his plane and some fuel. I imagine the excitement for my father, as a young
boy, having two airmen sitting at the kitchen table with all their flying gear having tea and scones.
By the time they had finished their tea, several people from the village were arriving at the farm,
alerted no doubt by Mrs Colegate the Postmistress at the telephone exchange (situated in what is
now Norris’ upholsterers) or who had seen the plane land. I am sure there are some old
photographs in someone’s procession of the event and maybe a few people in the village who
were made aware of this event by their families.
Quite a group had formed by the time the flying officer had flown in with fuel. The twin engine
Vimy bomber biplane was refuelled and both planes took off with the flying officer putting on
an aerial display to show off to the crowd. Interestingly, the flying officer was the Marquess of
Clydesdale who went on to be the youngest Squadron Leader of his day and was involved in one
of the more ambitious aeronautical flights of the early twentieth century, flying over Mount
Everest in a Westland PV-3 Biplane in 1933. Flying in formation higher than ever before, Lord
Clydesdale, as he was then known, was Chief Pilot on that first flight over Mount Everest. The
extremity endured by the crews of the aeroplanes helped demonstrate the need for pressurized
cabins in modern aircraft.
More recently in 1994, an RAF Sea King helicopter landed in a complete white-out snow storm.
Andy Norcott and I were working nearby, and the crew came over to explain that the field was
on their chart.
As far as I am aware, these are the only two occasions when the airstrip was used based on the
recollections of my father and myself.
PETT WOMEN’S INSTITUTE – HEATHER GODWIN
Last month’s speaker was Annie Whelan, the inspiring Chief Officer of
Seaview in Hastings –an organisation with which Pett WI is very much
involved. We were pleased to present Annie with a cheque for £200 –
from fundraising for WISPA – to be used specifically for women’s
projects.
Our promotional appearance at Fairfest was ‘rained off’ but we took the opportunity of glorious
weather the following Saturday and had a stall at the Icklesham Fete – where many women
expressed an interest in the free prosecco and cakes – and WI membership, of course!
The Poppy Coffee Morning at the beginning of August was a great success – thank you to all
who supported us and bought the delicious cakes, scones and biscuits. Over £200 surplus was
made which will be used to fund our yarn-bombing project in November and to the Royal British
Legion and Help for Heroes.

17

Yoga for all in Pett Village Hall
Improve your fitness AND sense of calm and well-being!
All ages welcome – come in loose fitting clothing.
Tuesdays 5 – 6pm
£4 if booked in a block of 6,
£5.50 drop-in.

Thursdays 9.30 – 11am
£5 if booked in a block of 6,
£6.50 drop-in.

For further details call or e-mail Mrs Robin Hutt*
01424813182 or robinhutt@btinternet.com
www.robinhuttyoga.co.uk
Private and home training also undertaken
*International Yoga Alliance Diploma and Premier Training International Diploma.10 years' teaching experience.
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Talking of the poppy yarn-bombing, with kind permission of POPP, every Tuesday morning
throughout September and October several WI members will be found in the Catherine Hollman
Room, tying on the 7,000 or more poppies which have been made by those in the village and
beyond. There will be more exciting news about the Poppy yarn-bombing in the October issue
but, in the meantime, put the weekend of November 10th/11th in your diaries – and keep free!
By the time you read this our August meeting will have come and gone – accompanied by
castanets and flamenco – as we had a Tapas Social evening which was a great success. Our
meeting on Wednesday September 19th is entitled ‘Curious about Crafts?’ and welcomes Nicola
Waters, a local mixed media artist who has a studio in Rye. Nicola will introduce members to
ceramics with a chance for members to get their hands on some clay and make a simple punch
pot. We hope to see you there at 7pm at Pett Village Hall.
PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT
On July 28 we were in attendance at Pett Flower
Show with perfect weather and a great day was had
by all, despite the predicted showery forecast. We
manned the Barbeque where we had a steady stream of customers and people showing interest in
our boat and equipment.
Next day we were due to repeat the operation at Fairfest but due to the disappointing weather we
only provided First Aid and BBQ cover but were unable to display the boat and equipment. Such
a disappointment for all
The Rescue Boat was launched on July 15 responding to a Mayday call for a small boat in
difficulties off Cliff End/Fairlight. A coastal search was implemented to no avail and we were
stood down by the Coastguards after only 50 minutes searching. No conquent reports were
received of persons/boats being missing and we can only assume they sorted their problems out
themselves but unfortunately failed to inform the Coastguards.
On August 11 a woman with a suspected broken leg was reported just off Cliff End. Five
members of our Crew responded to pager alert the first member arriving at the scene within five
minutes. First Aid was administered and the lady was stretchered along the sea wall to the access
road where a member of her family collected her and took her to A & E.
Finally, we would like to thank the many kind folk who leave contributions for the Charity Shed
in the conservatory of Cottage No.1, which is always open. It's quite exciting when we return
home from a couple of hours away wondering what goodies may have appeared in our absence.
Thank you all.
I look forward to seeing you there but in the meanwhile take care and respect the sea.
David Martin, Chairman
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HAVING A CLEAR OUT?

HARC Charity Shops
collect goods you no longer need from
your home. We collect beds, furniture,
electrical goods and clothes, providing
goods are in saleable condition.
Please ask about our house
clearance service

FREE, FAST COLLECTION BY
OUR FRIENDLY DRIVER
To arrange a personal collection
please call 01424 722164
Monday - Saturday 10am to 4pm
or email queensqroad@aol.co.uk or
visit www.harcuk.com for
more information on what we do!
HASTINGS ADVICE AND
REPRESENTATION CENTRE
REG CHARITY 1083566
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PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
500 CLUB

CONGRATULATIONS
Winners for July are

1st Mike Gibb
2nd Tim Jury
£12 winners are
David Clarke
Eve Button
Barbara Parsons
David Richards

Draw Date.31st July 2018

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693

THE WEDDING DRESS
An Exhibition at Pett Village Hall on 13th October 2018, 1pm –
3pm. Entrance £5.

Join us for tea and cake and a trip down memory lane with a
stunning display of wedding dresses from the early 20th
Century.
Sponsored by Buckswood School

Please contact Lynda Watson on
01424 422431 or 0772 9937416
for more information.
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Women's Clothing & Footwear Appeal
From time to time, Pett WI - through it's WISPA campaign - is
asked by the organisations we support to help with the supply
of specific items for homeless and vulnerable women unrelated to those of sanitary protection.
Following the terrific response we received to our clothing
appeal last November, we would like to ask for help once
again on behalf of Safehaven Women, Holy Trinity Hastings.
They are currently in need of women's clothing Sizes 18+
(with the exception of knickers) and women's footwear (of any
type and any size in good condition).
If you are able to help, we can take delivery of items at our
monthly WI meetings on Wednesday 19 September or
Wednesday 17 October - from 6.30pm to 9.00pm - at Pett
Village Hall.
Alternatively, please contact Christine Fountain on
01424 812891 to arrange delivery to her between
Wednesday 19 September and Wednesday 17 October.
Thank you!
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Your Local Satellite Installer and TV
Aerial Engineer
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Telly Addicts install & setup satellite
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite
installations.
We are based in Hastings and cover East
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.
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Contact Bruce Rigglesford
07973 263652
01424 446642
info@tellyaddicts.co.uk
www.tellyaddicts.co.uk
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FIVE VILLAGES HOME ASSOCIATION LTD
ICKLESHAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN36 4BQ

INDEPENDENT LIVING FOR OVER 60’S
SUPPORT OF SCHEME MANAGERS ON SITE - 24 HOURS
COMMUNAL AREAS AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
ONE AND TWO BED FLATS OCCASIONALLY AVAILABLE FOR
RENT
BRING YOUR PET
PLEASE ENQUIRE ON 01424 814876
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.FIVEVILLAGES.ORG.UK
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL
What a brilliant summer we have had so far. Entertainment has been
provided by The Martin Blackman Trio and The Geoff Bellhouse Band. Los
Twangeuros played on the patio outside on a wonderful hot sunny afternoon
you could have been forgiven for thinking you were on the coast of the hot
Mediterranean.
Live music/events for August/September:
* Every Saturday : PIE NIGHT £6.75, Saturday nights (except Party events)
* Saturday Aug 25 : LIVE MUSIC from Stone Junction (3pm)
: LIVE MUSIC from Off The Cuff (8pm)
* Sunday Aug 26 : LIVE MUSIC from Back In Time (3pm)
* Saturday Sept 1 : LIVE MUSIC from Justine (8pm)
* Sunday Sept 9 : LIVE MUSIC from Deep Sea Drivers (3pm)
* Sunday Sept 16 : LIVE MUSIC from Ghost Riders (3pm)
* Sunday Sept 23 : LIVE MUSIC from Re-Vox (3pm)
* Saturday Sept 29 : HARVEST HOME AUCTION (7 FOR 7.30pm start)
Regular event dates for August/September:
* Quiz Night from Sept 3 Monday evenings, 8:00pm start. (Except Bank Holidays)
* Bingo Thursdays September 6 & 20. Eyes down at 7.30pm
* Free Pool every Wednesday evening 6pm onwards
* £5 Curry/Chilli Night EVERY THURSDAY
Please see the list above for future events. For the August Bank Holiday weekend there is a
Mini Beer and Music Festival for you to enjoy. Also, please consult the website for any
additional events and information added on the Website after this newsletter.
Natalie’s Pie Night is now a regular fixture, except when there is a private function booked.
Sunday lunch will be served from 12 noon every weekend or join us during the week for a great
meal. For full kitchen opening times please look at the Club’s Website.
We have added Thatchers Gold to our stock and new special ales will be announced on the
Website.
Finally, it is that time of year again. Saturday September 29 is the 67th Harvest Home
Auction, a charity auction raising funds for Hastings and Rye Harbour RNLI. Local door to
door collections will take place throughout the day in Pett and Pett Level. Any small items of
produce and white elephant appreciated. A leaflet explaining more will be delivered through
your door the weekend before the event. Please support this event.
We look forward to seeing you at the Club soon.
The Committee

info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
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01424 812080

Individual: £18, Joint: £32
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GARDENING CLUB – JUNE HARRIS
Our last summer visit for this year was to Wakehurst Kew, near Haywards Heath,
which has over 500 acres of ornamental gardens, woodlands and a nature reserve
and is also home to the Millennium Seed Bank, the largest wild seed conservation
bank in the world. Wakehurst Place mansion was built in 1590, but the gardens
were more fully developed from the beginning of the 20th century when Gerald
Loder purchased the estate and began redesigning and planting the gardens using
his collection of preserved wild seeds, a tradition which forms the backbone of
the Millenium Seed Bank today. Sir Henry Price succeeded Loder and continued
to nurture Loder’s plantings until the estate was bequeathed to the National Trust in 1965, with
the gardens now being managed by Kew Gardens.
We began our visit with a guided tour of the garden areas closest to the mansion - the “hot” border
adjacent to the house with its dramatic dahlias; the walled garden with beautiful borders packed
with softly colourful perennial and herbaceous flowering plants; thence to the newly created
Winter garden, with emphasis on those plants, including dogwood and Jacquemontii birch, which
glow on dull winter days. As we progressed through a series of garden areas, highlighting specific
planting from the temperate forests and gardens of the world, our guide John pointed out trees
and plants of special interest or rarity, including Emmenopterys Henryii, originating in China and
having only flowered twice before, in 1987 and 2010, but which is now flowering magnificently
with its large, pendant panicles of fragrant cream coloured flowers. John also explained how
drastic for the gardens was the storm of 1987, which decimated whole swathes of planting. New
ideas for showcasing international planting resulted as the gardens were restructured following
the devastation, including the Southern Hemisphere garden featuring many plants from South
Africa and New Zealand and test bed sections including the new Kyrgystan Trial Bed, literally
bringing to life the seeds from the Millennium Bank, allowing germination, propagation and
preservation going forward of many species, for example the Maidenhair tree, now endangered
or extinct in the wild. Wakehurst is also home to the National collections of birch, skimmia,
nothofagus and hypericum, the many examples of which can be viewed as visitors follow the
structured walks through the glades and woodlands.
The most informative tour having introduced us to a smaller portion of the available areas for
exploration, we were then free to wander the many acres at will and investigate more of the vast
resources therein for us to enjoy at our leisure. Whilst some went down to the reed beds others
walked through the well signposted trails. The seed bank was of particular interest with its well
laid out informative exhibits and displays highlighting their work and the reasons behind it.
Wakehurst is certainly a multi-dimensional garden offering great interest and variety to the
visitor. Notable times to visit include the rhododendrons in late spring, the autumn colours and
the Christmas lights, featuring the country’s tallest Christmas tree, planted in 1890.
Our next meeting will be the Members Evening on Tuesday 11 September in the village hall at
19:30. All members are welcome to give an informal talk on their gardening experiences, good
and bad, throughout the year/s. Many thanks to those who have already offered 5 min talks,
however, the more the merrier!
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Our services include:

•
•
•
•

cut and pitch roofing,
1st & 2nd fix carpentry
kitchen fitting
decking

• timber out buildings
• fitted wardrobes & cabinets
….. and much more

Over 17 years experience
References available on request
For a free estimate contact Danny Harmer
07841 406890
medcraftcarpentry@gmail.com
www.medcraftcarpentry.co.uk
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MY GARDEN BLOG – GILL PLANK
One day of rain was not enough! It saved watering for two days but it is
now back to what has become normal. My fruit trees must be suffering as
all fruit is very small - even my reliable Bramley apples. This seems to
mean the wildlife will feast on anything available - kale has become a
favourite of the wood pigeons who don't normally bother with it, but they
still won't touch the spinach or chard which is a relief.
All beans are doing well but the peas are finding it too hot. There were so many courgettes when
I returned after a few days away which meant I had to put them at the front with a request for
people to take them away! It is lovely to be eating runner and French beans daily and I am having
great success with cucumbers, as well as tomatoes and peppers, not to mention some very sizable
carrots.
All grass is brown and many shrubs are dying off so what is wonderful hot sunny weather for
many is not doing the gardens any good at all. We look forward to some promised rain this week.
My local seagulls have even tried fishing in the pond (by sitting on the net and trying to reach
through) and are very good at clearing up any left over, dried up cat food.
I have had some lovely flowers though - hanging baskets and hibiscus in particular, also some
late sweet peas that I grew from seed (or rather stuck them in a trough when I happened upon
them.)
Sadly there are very few butterflies. Although the buddleias are in full bloom I have only seen
one peacock, one red admiral, one comma and as assortment of small brown ones (alongside the
prolific cabbage whites of course).
I am having regular sightings of a little bat flying around my pond at dusk - I
presume a pipistrelle. It is most delightful to watch it swooping and swerving.
One evening a second joined in and there was great excitement - whether from
love or territorial dispute I don't know.
NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB – PETE DREW, CHAIRMAN
Very little to report once more. The competitions have been cancelled
again due to windy conditions. Mackerel (Scomber Scombrus) are
plentiful in the bay now and I had a report of whitebait (Sprattus
Sprattus) jumping out of the water and onto the beach in search of
safety from these ferocious feeders.
Seals (Sigillum) are also clearly visible from the shoreline. There was one bobbing about today
(Thursday August 9) while I was walking my dog (muttus muttus) along the beach. Sorry about
the Latin names but I'm trying to stretch out my report due to the lack of angling news. (You
might have noticed I made up the Latin for my dog).
Let's hope there will be more to report next month so until then tight lines and stay safe.
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Flat Roof Problems?
B. WALKER

FLAT ROOFING SPECIALIST

Mastic Asphalt and Felt Roofing
35 years experience
All work guaranteed
Free Estimates at Competitive Prices

01424 812245
07802 885476

Red Briars, Pett Road, Guestling, Hastings, East Sussex, TN35 4EX

KR WINDOWS LTD
Installers of top quality u.p.v.c
Conservatories ~ Porches ~ Windows
Doors ~ Fascias ~ Soffits ~ Guttering
Replacement Handles ~ Replacement Hinges
Replacement Sealed units
All Work Guaranteed ~ Over 20 Years Experience
Fensa Registered Company
From a replacement handle or double glazed unit to a new conservatory or whole
house of windows call Kev for a free Estimate and Advise

01424 754246

~

07970 207914

Kevin@beamingmail.com

Local references available
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Trophy Winners: Pett & District Horticultural Society 2018
Winner

Cup

Class

Class
No(s)

Fiona Johnson

Golding Challenge Cup

Veg. Most points

1-23a

Kit McLean

Golding Challenge Tankard

Veg. Second Highest

Fiona Johnson

Gertrude Coleman Trophy

Veg. Class 1

Myra Grove

Tom & Kath Wells Trophy

Herbs

24

Gay Bailey &
R. Barron

Charles & Anne Cooke
Challenge Cup

Flowers Most Points

26-43

A. Farnes

Jimmy Young Cup

Sweet Peas

27

Joanna Felton &
Stuart Poole

Mabel & Leonard Cooke
Challenge Trophy

Dahlia Most Points

44-46

Richard Barron

Fred Griffen Challenge Cup

Flowers

47

Not awarded

Cecil Webb Challenge Bowl

Roses Most Points

48-53

J. Johnson

Cecil Aldred Cup

Roses Best Rose

48-53

Cathy Norris

Two Sawyers Cup

Floral Most Points

54-58

Cathy Norris

Albert Standen Trophy

Floral Best Exhibit

54-58 & 86

Not awarded

Albert Luck Cup

Floral Class

58

Stuart Ware

Pam Dunlop Challenge Cup

Produce Most Points

59-74b

Shelia Osborne

Joan Parks Trophy

Show Stopper

75

Freya Stafford

Hewitt-Jones Cup

Children (under5) Paint/Draw

76

Emily Shearer

Preston Ebbutt Challenge Cup

Children (5-8 years) Most Points

77-79

Izzy Franks

Goldsmith’s Trophy

Children (9-12 years) Most Points

80-82

Lorelei Biffin

Darnell Plate

Junior Cake Maker

87

Not awarded

J. McCausland Trophy

Children’s Photography

85

Gabrielle
Redford

Cecil Bacon Talent Cup

Drawing/Painting Most Promise

76, 78 & 83

L. Rhodes

John Rootes Cup

Picture/Painting

88

Antony J. Meek

Beryl Rootes Cup

Craft Best Exhibit

89-93

Sam Burford

Ron Dean Cup

Model-Making/Handmade

94

Mike Bennett.

Diedre Dean Plate

Model-Making/Miniature

95

Gay Bailey

Queen Elizabeth ll Jubilee
Trophy

Best Theme Exhibit

Any Class

Anya Allen

John Pecorini Cup

Best Dog in Show: ‘Letty’
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Hannington-Gilbert & Co Ltd
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

ELECTRICIANS

Serving your community since 1965.
Advice and estimates free of charge.
Contact us for all your electrical requirements.
Tel: 01424 428696
@: info@hanningtongilbert.co.uk
W: www.hanningtongilbert.co.uk

Garage On The Level
Unit 13-14 Suttons Industrial Park, Sea Road, Winchelsea Beach, TN36 4LZ

Phone 01797 227621 / 07854 016746
+ Vehicle Servicing and Repairs

+ MOT Preparation and Test

+ Diagnostic Health Check
+ Full Air Conditioning Service

Why using aircon in the winter is essential?
• In the damp and cold season the A/C system quickly clears fogged-up windows
because it draws humidity out of the air.
• A/C system clear the front car window very quickly in defrost function.
• Regular use will help prevent oil seals drying, refrigerant losses compressor failure
and keeps up the service life by preventing expensive repairs down the road.
To guarantee long-term and perfect functioning of the air
conditioning, it should be checked over regularly by the
workshop.

Garage On The Level use a revolutionary purification
system and offer the most extensive Air Conditioning
service available.

Call for the competitive price!
01797 227621 / 07854 016746 Terry Osborne
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THE PETT FALLEN – MARTIN KING
An occasional series to commemorate the men of Pett who died in the Great War 1914 - 1918
Bernard Foster
James Archibald Bernard Foster was born in Pett in 1892, the son of James and Caroline Foster.
After leaving school he worked as a farm labourer and then on the S.E. Railway, between
Hastings and Rye. In 1913 he married Hettie Furminger, and moved to Guestling. A daughter,
Mary, was born the following year.
He served for 4 years with the 5th Sussex Territorials, and was a member of Pett Methodist
Chapel, and a Sunday School teacher.
In December 1915 he volunteered and was placed in the Army Reserve.
In September 1917 he was mobilised into the Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve, and joined the 2nd Reserve Battalion as Ordinary Seaman
R/6247 in Aldershot for training. In January 1918 he was rated as Able
Seaman, and in April drafted to the Drake Battalion of the Royal Naval
Division, joining them on the Western Front in France. The Battalion
were holding the front line north-west of Albert, against any further
German advances
(Photo courtesy of Pett Methodist Chapel)

On June 16th he reported sick, and was sent to hospital in Rouen with tonsillitis. On discharge
from hospital on the 24th he was posted to the Base Depot, where he remained until mid-August,
possibly training to be a signaller. He then re-joined his battalion at the front.
By this time the war had become a war of movement, and the Allied
forces were pursuing the retreating German army, who had withdrawn
to their defensive Hindenburg Line. Part of this was the unfinished
Canal du Nord, and on 27th September the Royal Naval Division took
part in a major attack to cross this obstacle. The Canal crossing was
achieved, but at the cost of many lives, including 24 members of the
Drake Battalion. One of these casualties was Bernard Foster.
He was buried in nearby Moeuvres British Cemetery.
He is commemorated on the Pett War Memorial, in Pett Church, and in
Pett Methodist Chapel.
He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal
The transcript of a letter Bernard wrote to his daughter Mary for her 4th
birthday may be seen on-line at: http://www.pettchapel.org.uk/Page1e3.htm
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN
by Su Fleigh
Kitten goes Veggie
When you have more courgettes than you can throw a stick at, this recipe is a good way to use
them up. Trust me, it’s the best courgette soup recipe you’ll ever find providing you follow it to
the letter T, dicing the courgettes (slightly tedious) and you use walnut oil for serving. Sit in the
garden with your chopping board and a glass of Prosecco and the chore will be over in a jiffy.
Serves 6
La Crème de Courgettes a l’Huile de Noix
COURGETTE SOUP WITH WALNUT OIL
3 Medium Onions
1kg Courgettes
30g butter
1 litre chicken stock
Crème fraiche or cream
Salt & pepper
Nutmeg,
Walnut oil (available in Morrisons/Tescos/Sainsbury’s)
Peel the onions and chop. Wash and dice the courgettes. Heat the butter and oil in a large
casserole or saucepan with a lid and sweat the onions gently, covering until they are soft and
translucent. Add the courgettes and let them soften, helped by adding a little salt plus a bit more
oil or butter.
Heat the chicken stock and pour onto the onion and courgette mixture. Bring to a simmer and
cook, covered for 15-20 minutes.
Use a stick blender to whizz the soup until it is creamy, leaving a few chunks of courgette to give
texture. Add crème fraiche or cream to taste and season with salt, pepper and nutmeg. Reheat
but don’t allow it to boil. Pour into bowls and trickle a little walnut oil over each serving. Serve
with crusty bread.
ELITE ULTRA TRAIL RUNNER FROM PETT LEVEL FIRST
BRIT ACROSS THE FINISHING LINE IN 65KM 5000M
ASCENT INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN RACE
Elite ultra trail runner and Salomon ambassador, Amelia Voice, 28,
from Pett Level, was recently declared first British competitor to cross
the finishing line, third female in her age group and fourth female
overall in the gruelling 65km international Trail du Tour des Fiz race,
a near 5000m positive mountain ascent ultra marathon taking place in
the French Alps, and lasting over 10 hours.
(Photos credit: Carlton Rowlands)
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The Royal Oak
Serving Home Cooked Food, Real Ales and Selected Wines
Events at The Oak:
QUIZ NIGHTS
In aid of the Conquest Hospital MRI Scanner Appeal
Every 2 nd and 4 th Wednesday of the month

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS OF FURTHER
EVENTS
“Daily Deal Meal”
Call us or view our website for details
Mondays* to Thursdays

Bar Open

Food Served

Monday to Saturday

Monday to Saturday

11am - 11pm

12noon - 2.30pm
6pm - 9.30pm

Sunday
12 Noon - 10.30pm

Sunday
12 noon - 5.30pm

*e x c lu d e s b a n k h o lid a y s

01424 812515

www.royaloakpett.com
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PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD, CHAIR
Following the resignation of Councillor Steve Taylor, the statutory
period during which electors could have requested an election has now
passed and therefore the council can co-opt. I noted last month that we
now have two vacancies on the Council. I will therefore repeat that it
would be really good if anyone who is considering standing for the
council at next year’s elections would come forward now so that we
can consider co-opting them until then. This would be a very good
opportunity to find out what is involved in being a councillor – and,
of course, if you don’t like it, you don’t have to stand in the elections
next year!
In an effort to make being a councilor less burdensome, the council has decided to experiment
with holding meetings every other month, rather than every month, as has been the situation for
some time. Thus, there will be no meeting in October or December. As this could lead to problems
as far as planning applications are concerned, whenever necessary the council will meet as a
planning subcommittee (solely to discuss planning applications). These meetings will also be
public and notice of them will be posted in the usual way.
Concerns over the road resurfacing seem to have died down. However, as I promised, I informed
the Sussex Association of Local Councils of the village’s experience and the CEO has said that
he will bring the topic up in his discussions with the East Sussex Cabinet Member for
Communities.
Another issue relating to roads is speeding, about which many are concerned. This is particularly
serious at Pett Level and there are two initiatives under way that it is hoped will help. First,
together with the chairs of Guestling and Fairlight Parish Councils and the Sussex Police
Speedwatch Officer, I am meeting with a potential volunteer to co-ordinate Speedwatch in our
three villages. However, this will require others to help, so, if you are concerned about speeding,
please think about offering your services. The second initiative is that we planning to put up signs
to the toilets at Pett Level with the aim of discouraging people from walking along the road
between The Smuggler and the toilets/car park, which, as everyone local knows, are situated on
a nasty bend.
Since I last wrote, the Flower Show has taken place. The wind was so strong that it caused a few
problems, but support was also strong, so that the show was a great success. Congratulations to
everyone involved. Let us hope that the Rescue Boat Open Day is as successful.
Maintenance work continues throughout the village. A dead tree in the Recreation Field is to be
removed, as well as a live one that is encroaching on the tennis court. And someone has stolen
part of the latch on the playground gate – it will be replaced as soon as possible.
Finally, I am sad to report two deaths: Revd Frank Rowson, who was known to many and has
often officiated at services in Pett Church; and Robert Lee, who was active in setting up the
allotments. Our sympathy goes to both their families.
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PETT CHURCH NEWS
SILENT PRAYER/MEDITATION
At St Nicholas, Pett Level, on Thursday 27th September, starting at 2:30pm for half an hour.
NEW DONATION BOXES
Both churches now have a new donation box. The old one in Pett Church was well hidden and
impossible to use. Plus someone had managed to open the one in St Nicholas and it was no longer
“safe”. The new boxes are both placed by the entry doors and very visible. Feel free to try them
out with a few coins (or notes)!
SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER
This weekend is the 40th anniversary of the Rector’s ordination. Today’s service is a Benefice
Communion to be held at St Andrew’s, Fairlight at 10:30am. The Bishop of Lewes will be
attending (not sure he’ll be on his Harley this time).
BOOKS
Thank you to all who have been dropping off books at the two churches. Unfortunately, we no
longer have much available space at Pett Church. Many times we have to recycle books that are
old or not suitable such as old travel guides or cookery books (everyone uses computers these
days), and this takes time, and space in our recycling bins! St Nicholas can only take modern
paperback FICTION books. Please do not leave factual books or old hardbacks. Also, no one
seems to have VCRs any more so please, only DVDs not videos.
CARDS AT ST NICHOLAS
Do you have any photos of Pett Level that you think might look good on a card? No reward
except a name credit on the back of the card. We are always looking for fresh images that people
might like to buy. Or if you would like cards printed up for your own use that can be arranged
too, maybe of your house or pet? Email any photos to francesarogers@hotmail.co.uk

39

40

NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY
Underneath our apple tree are a large number of windfalls varying
in state from eatable to completely rotten. One reason (excuse?) for
leaving them there is that it feeds the wildlife. One of the main
species to feed on the apples are wasps, but I was delighted recently
to see a hornet cruising around the windfalls. I was delighted
because though they may be fearsome to some, to me they are a
magnificent insect. I have seen hornets feeding on the apples in the
past, but this one had a different purpose in mind. It flew towards
an apple on which a wasp was already feeding. There followed a
surprisingly lengthy scrap between the two insects, but the outcome
was never in doubt and by the time I got back with my camera, only the abdomen of the wasp
remained. Not sure whether there was any life left in it, I carefully nudged it onto a handy leaf
and carried it out of the shade of the tree to get a better look. I was wise to be so careful because
within a minute or two, the abdomen suddenly started to try and sting anything within reach.
Clearly the hornet had stung the wasp to subdue it but the effect had gradually worn off. A careful
examination of the grass under the tree revealed several more stray wasp abdomens which
suggests that wasps are a large part of the hornet’s diet. I am guessing that it takes the head and
thorax because there is more protein in the thorax due to the leg and wing muscles being in there.
Apparently a hornet sting is no more painful than a wasp or bee sting, each rated at level 2 on the
Schmitt pain index, and each lasting around 10 minutes. The pain index was compiled by the
American entomologist Dr. Justin Schmidt, who wanted to know if social insects had evolved
better defences than solitary insects because of their greater investment in the colony. He allowed
himself to be stung by more than 80 different species in order to compile the index.
On a similar note, we thought we had seen several hornets feeding on ivy flowers when we visited
Kew Gardens recently. Closer examination showed that they were in fact Hornet Hoverflies.
This insect also goes by the catchy title – Volucella zonaria. It is a very convincing mimic and
Britain’s largest hoverfly and is an example of what is called Batesian mimicry where a harmless
species evolves to look like a much more dangerous species to avoid being eaten by predators.
This type of mimicry is named after a Victorian entomologist Henry Bates who first described
the phenomenon. He was a contemporary of Charles Darwin, and travelled to South America in
1848 with Alfred Russel Wallace who came up with the theory of evolution at around the same
time as Charles Darwin. Wallace returned from the Amazon four years later, but Bates stayed
and studied mostly the insect life there for another 7 years, sending back thousands of specimens,
many of which were new to science. His collection survived the crossing back to Britain and in
that he was more fortunate than Wallace, whose collection was destroyed by fire in a shipwreck
on the journey back. Bates wrote a very interesting book about his experiences – The Naturalist
on the River Amazons – which is a classic of nature travel writing. The hornet hoverfly also uses
its mimicry in another way – to escape detection when it lays its eggs in the nests of hornets,
wasps and bees where the larvae eat detritus around the nest. A dangerous strategy indeed.
As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will have photos of
hornet hoverflies and maybe even one of a real hornet – such a beautiful insect.
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Residential Estate Agents
Rentals & Property Management

“Seven offices give your property
unrivalled exposure across 1066 Country”
Hastings
Bexhill-on-Sea
Rye
Battle
Northiam
Tenterden
Lettings
Management

(01424)
(01424)
(01797)
(01424)
(01797)
(01580)
(01424)
(01424)

rushwittwilson.co.uk
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442443
225588
224000
774440
253555
762927
446916
430011

MOTHER NATURE BITES BACK - HORSEFLIES - MICHAEL BLENCOWE
For centuries man has waged war on wildlife. Apart from
destroying its home we’ve systematically killed it for
food, fashion or fun. It seems we’re winning. There isn’t
much wildlife left, which isn’t surprising as nature really
hasn’t been retaliating. Sure, you may occasionally get
pooed on from above or find a hole in an old jumper but overall the battle has been rather onesided. Yet within nature there lie certain extremist factions whose sole purpose, it seems, is to
make us pay in blood for our crimes. Leading the insect axis of evil are nature’s most tenacious
terrorists; horseflies.
On hot, calm days horseflies launch an airborne offensive against us, using some impressive
aerial manoeuvres which have been compared to the ‘Immelmann Turn’ perfected by WWI
fighter pilots. Different species target different parts of the body. Imagine a moustachioed
horsefly Squadron Leader rapping his baton against a map of the human anatomy and coordinating the assault. “Tabanus and Atylotus, you fly in low for a bally bite behind the knees.
Haemotopata, aim for the wrists. Chrysops – sneak up from the rear and go for the neck.”
Of course vengeance isn’t the real motivation for these attacks. In a darkly delicious twist it turns
out that we humans each have a resource that horseflies would like to exploit. Eight pints of it in
fact. In order for their eggs to develop, female horseflies require a small snack of mammalian
blood.
Most horseflies target the hardened hides of horses, deer, cattle and sheep, so thin-skinned Sussex
hikers are fast food for the fly. Whereas mosquitoes silently siphon our sanguine syrup with the
precision of a phlebotomist, horseflies perform a tactless transfusion with their stout, dagger-like
stylets. To prevent the blood clotting she squirts in saliva (it’s this alien anticoagulant which
causes itching and swelling) and slurps up our body’s natural resources. You’ve been fracked!
It’s hard to love a horsefly but look your enemy in the eye and you will see one of nature’s most
amazing sights, a psychedelic swirl of pixelated patterns. True beauty. But this probably won’t
endear them to you as you’re slapping, swatting and swearing on the South Downs. 2018 has
been a good year for the biters and a bad year for the bitten. Horsefly larvae develop in wet
conditions and the high rainfall in the spring created plenty of perfect habitat. I get bitten yet I
find it hard to grumble. I get so much free pleasure from watching the natural world (not to
mention all that water, food and air too). Call me a traitor but if the occasional drop of blood is
the price I have to pay then I’m happy to donate to their cause. Viva la resistance!
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
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RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS – RICHARD BARRON
The most important thing in the world!
Peta was a widow. One morning she was in a panic and her home was a mess.
Peta had lost her wedding ring and she was frantically searching. She was
desperate not to lose it because it represented the closest connection she had
with her late husband. Years of memories, togetherness, shared experiences,
expressions of love and unbroken trust were represented in that ring. Peta just had to find it
because it meant too much to her to lose. She may have lost her husband, but as long as she had
her wedding ring, she had not lost her bond with him.
Peta’s situation reminded me of a story about a woman who lost something very precious.
She too searched her home diligently until she found it, then all her neighbours celebrated with
her when she found it.
Certain things are worth going to great lengths to keep and faith is one of those. Many of us were
raised to place our faith in Jesus. But over the years we let go. Perhaps because we see no value
in it anymore. Or we think faith is too childish. Or we prefer to trust ourselves, or someone, or
something else. Or we get too busy to have time for God. Whatever the reason, we don’t want
faith anymore, or we don’t think it important.
But when we let faith go, often other things go too, such as accountability to God; godly values
of honesty and integrity; trust in someone bigger than ourselves and to whom we can turn in time
of need. Compromise can often develop in our character and behaviour.
One way or another, as faith diminishes, so does our bond with God,
Peta was not going to let compromise ruin her bond with her husband, so imagine her joy when
she found her ring in the bottom of a bag of rubbish.
If Peta had not searched diligently she would have lost far more than her wedding ring, she would
have lost a very precious part of her life. In the same way, if we let go of faith, not only do we
lose a vital connection with God, we are in danger of compromising our character. So, hold onto
your faith it’s important! But if you have already lost your faith, do seriously consider seeking
until you find once more!
Enjoy September.
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347 BUS TIMETABLE
Pett to Hastings

Mondays to Fridays

SCH
Pett, Chick Hill
08:19
Pett, Church
08:22
Guestling Green School
08:29
Guestling, The White Hart 08:34
Ore, The Kings Head
08:38
Ore Post Office
08:40
Milward Road Manor Road 08:45
Hastings, Queens Road
Hastings, Harold Place
08:49
Hastings, Rail Station
08:51
Fairlight Glen
Fairlight, Cove Hotel
Pett Level

HOLS
08:26
08:29
08:34
08:38
08:40
08:45

10:12
10:15

12:17
12:20

14:02
14:05

10:20
10:24
10:26
10:30
10:35

12:25
12:29
12:31
12:35
12:40

14:10
14:14
14:16
14:20
14:25

15:50
15:54
15:56
16:00
16:05

15:55
15:59

08:49
08:51

08:26
08:29

14:02
14:05

08:34
08:38
08:40
08:45

14:10
14:14
14:16
14:20
14:25

09:52
09:57

11:57
12:02

15:22
15:27

08:49
08:51
16:03
16:09
16:15

Hastings to Pett
Hastings, Rail Stop E
Queens Road, opp
Priory Meadow Stop N
Milward Road Manor Road
Ore Post Office
Ore, The Kings Head
Guestling, The White Hart
Guestling School
Pett, Church
Pett, Chick Hill

Saturdays
HOLS SCH
15:42 15:47
15:45 15:50

Mondays to Fridays
HOLS SCH
13:30 15:10 15:10
09:45
09:50
09:55
09:57
10:01

11:50
11:55
12:00
12:02
12:06

13:35
13:40
13:45
13:47
13:51

15:15
15:20
15:25
15:27
15:31

10:06
10:09

12:11
12:14

13:56
13:59

15:36
15:39

15:15
15:20
15:25
15:27
15:31
15:34
15:42
15:45

Saturdays

16:40
06:45

17:40
17:45
17:50
17:52
17:56
18:01
18:04

09:45
09:50

11:50
11:55

13:30

15:10

13:35
13:40
13:45
13:47
13:51

15:15
15:20

13:56
13:59

16:40
16:45

17:40
17:45
17:50
17:52
17:56
18:01
18:04

SCH School Days Only
HOLS School Holidays Only

We have transcribed the above timetables from those provided by Stagecoach. If
you spot any errors or know of any changes then please let us know.
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PARISH COUNCILLORS & OTHER REPRESENTATIVES
PETT PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors
Address
Contact
Alan Crouch
Mariners Plat, Pett Level 01424 813145
(vice-chair)
Road, TN35 4EA
cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk
Judith Dean
Delvings, Chick Hill, Pett
01424 812249
Level,
cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk
TN35 4EQ
David Penfold
Jasmine Cottage, Elm Lane, 01424 813003
(chair)
Pett, TN35 4JD
cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk
Stuart Ware
Hunters
Meadow,
Pett 01424 815197
Road, TN35 4HG
cllr.stuart.ware@pettnet.org.uk
Mike Wilkins
Adeleine, Pett Road,
01424 813206
TN35 4HB
cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk

Clerk
Mary Philo

Island Cottage
01797 270790
Swan Street, Wittersham,
clerk@pettnet.org.uk
Kent, TN30 7PH
Pett Parish Council meet on the 3rd Tuesday of alternative months at the Village
Hall at 7:30pm. Planning sub-committee meetings take place on an ad-hoc
basis. All are welcome.

ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL (MARSHAM WARD)
Roger Bird
87 Battery Hill, Fairlight,
01424 813636
Hastings, TN35 4AL
cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk
Chris Saint
Southlands, Pett Road,
01424 813047
Pett, TN35 4HA
cllr.chris.saint@rother.gov.uk
http://www.your-councillor.com/chris-saint/
EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (RYE & EASTERN ROTHER WARD)
Keith Glazier
Bramleys, Pett Road, Pett,
07957 377844
TN35 4EY
cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR HASTINGS & RYE
Amber Rudd
House
of
Commons, 01424 205 435
London, SW1A 0AA
020 7219 7229
amber.rudd.mp@parliament.uk
POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR SUSSEX
Katy Bourne
Sackville House, Brooks
01273 481561
Close, Lewes, East Sussex, spcc@sussex-pcc.gov.uk
BN7 2FZ
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SOME VERY USEFUL NUMBERS
Emergency Numbers:
Police, Fire, Ambulance & Coastguard
National Gas Emergency Service (gas leaks)
UK Power Networks (overhead power lines or loss of electricity)
Southern Water emergency service (leaks, blockages & pollution)
POTHOLES
https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/roads/maintenance
Emergency Services & Utilities (non-emergency numbers):
Police
East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service:
Community fire safety advice
Community safety (24 hour hotline)
South East Coast Ambulance Service
Southern Water:
Hospitals & Local Surgeries
NHS 111
Conquest Hospital
Eastbourne Hospital
Harold Road Surgery:
Enquiries
Surgery appointments
Village hall appointments
Guestling Surgery, Chapel Lane
Roebuck Surgery, Old Town Hastings
Council Services
Rother District Council:
Customer Services Contact Centre (for all services)
Out-of-hours emergency number
East Sussex County Council
Switchboard
Support Services & Charities
Samaritans (24 hour service)
Victim Support
Citizens Advice 1066
Rother District Citizens Advice
Age UK
Hastings Lifeline
St Michaels Hospice 25 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards
RSPCA emergency animal welfare
Cats Protection

POLICE: Battle Police Station, North Trade Road, Battle, TN33 0EX
(front office open Monday to Friday 10am to 2pm)
Web: Sussex.police.uk
Email: 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk
Phone: 101 or 01273 470 10
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999
0800 111 999
105
0845 278 0845
0345 60 80 193
101
0800 177 7069
0800 731 9119
0300 1230999
0800 820 999
111
01424 755255
01323 417400
01424 720878
01424 437962
01424 728872
01424 814332
01424 420378

01424 787000
01424 787868
0345 6080190
08457 909090
0845 3030 900
01424 721420
0800 169 6565
01424 215055
01424734549
01424 781234
01424 445177
0300 1234 999 (24hr)
01424 754328

If you witness a crime in progress, you should immediately ring 999
CONTACT DETAILS FOR VARIOUS VILLAGE ACTIVITIES
Societies, associations & other activities
Allotments
Libby Rothwell
07714 340674
Badminton
Dave Clarke
812898
Bowls Club
Eddie Quinlan
431463
British Legion
Brian Green
812450
Cricket Club
Andrew Dunlop
813368
Dance Fitness
Laura Mitchell
07527 105352
Flower Show Chair Philippa
814384
Strickland
Flowerpots
Pett Level
Theresa Noutch
814370
Preservation Trust
Gardening Club
Bob Harris
815151
Pilates
Annie Cuthbert
01797 225186
POPP
Ann Nicholls
813043
Pole Dancing
Jane Baldwin
07403 256148
PVH Committee
Tim Rothwell
07850 469314
Short Mat Bowls
Eric Butler
814869
Stoolball
Janet Fuller
01303 873227
Tennis Club
Stuart Ware
815197
The Club
Wendy Hatch
812297
Village Voices
Wendy Hatch
812297
Weight Watchers
Roz Webb
07718 858517
WI
Hilary Dymott
813553
Yoga Class
Robin Hutt
813182

libby.rothwell891@gmail.com
gypsydave@uwclub.net
toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk
lauramitchell6@sky.com
pstrickl@icloud.com
pettflowerpots@hotmail.co.uk
theresanoutch@aol.com
bob.june@btopenworld.com
tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com
jane@mrzen.co.uk
tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk
Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk
sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
familyhatch1@gmail.com
familyhatch1@gmail.com
rwebb@weight-watchers.co.uk
hidymott@gmail.com
robinhutt@btinternet.com

Church Team
www.fairlightandpett.com
Rector
Richard Barron
812799
rector@fairlightandpett.com
Retired Clergy
Rev Kay Burnett, Rev David Wotton
Reader
Meriel Deasy
General Information
St Mary & St Peter, Pett
Becoming a Friend
Gill Plank
812154
Donations
Lesley Wilkins 813206
Churchyard
Jan Marsh
812737
St Nicholas, Pett Level
Fran Rogers 812964
ROOMS FOR HIRE:
Methodist Chapel:
Sports Pavilion:
Village Hall:
New Beach Club:

Wendy Hatch;
01424 812297; familyhatch1@gmail.com
Stuart Ware;
01424 815197; sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
07850 469314; tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk
01424 812080; info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
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If you want to be in included in this section let us know
VILLAGE DIARY
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Mon 9.30am
Flowerpots Toddlers Group
VH
Mon 6.30pm
Pilates
VH
Mon 7.30pm
Village Voices
MC
Tue 10.30am
POPP
VH
Tue 5.00pm
Yoga
VH
There is always a lot
Tue 5.30pm
Weight Watchers
VH
happening
so look through
Tue 7.00pm
The Club (youth club)
CHF
the
magazine
to find out
Tue 7.15pm
Pole Dancing
VH
what
is
going
on
Wed 7.00pm
Dance for Fitness
VH
Wed 9.30am
Badminton (members only)
VH
Thu 9.30am
Yoga
VH
Thu 3pm & 7pm Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr)
VH
Thu 3.45pm
‘Busyart’ art/craft club
CHF
Fri
9.30am
Badminton (members only)
VH
MONTHLY & BI-MONTHLY ACTIVITIES
Date this month
Mon 7.00pm
Village Hall Committee
VH
3rd
Tue 7.30pm
Pett Parish Council meet on the VH
18th
rd
3
Tuesday of alternative
months
Wed 10.00am
Village Coffee Morning
VH
5th
Wed 7.00pm
Pett Women’s Institute
VH
19th ‘Curious About Crafts’
Tue 7.30pm
Gardening Club
VH
11th Member Evening
VH Village Hall; NBC New Beach Club; MC Methodist Chapel; CHF Clubhouse, Fairlight Rec
PETT CHURCH SERVICES [*NOTE TIME and VENUE CHANGES]
Sunday Sept 2nd 9:30am
Holy Communion
(Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy)
Sunday Sept 9th 9:30am
Morning Worship
(Meriel Deasy)
Sunday Sept 16th 8:00am
Holy Communion,
St Nicholas, Pett Level
Sunday Sept 23rd 9:30am
Holy Communion
(Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy)
*Sunday Sept 30th 10:30am
Benefice Communion, St Andrew’s, Fairlight

THE POST OFFICE is open between 12.30 to 3pm on Monday & Thursday
at the Methodist Chapel. You can also buy postage stamps from Phil the
Butcher.
Every effort is made to keep this is up to date but we are not always told of changes – if unsure
you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates.
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