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A message from your editor
After 10 years Sarah Adams has
decided to step down as Deputy
Editor (Sarah will still be looking
after the distribution). Sarah has
been in the role for 10 years and
over that time has helped ensure
that the magazine continues its
success in being a vital part of our
community. I would personally like
to thank Sarah for the tremendous
eﬀort that she has put into the
magazine and the support that she
has given to me since I took over in
2013.
This means that John and I are
looking for another member of our
team to share the editing with and
t o b r i n g f re s h i d e a s t o t h e
magazine. If you think you could be
that person then contact either
John or myself for a chat.

Best wishes, Mike Wilkins

Welcome to the November issue of the
magazine. November is often a time for
remembrance and reflection, as we look back at the
past year and, with looking back in mind, it was a
great pleasure to attend the launch of the Archive
Resource Centre (ARC) in the village hall recently.
This excellent project aims to provide an accessible
archive of the history of the villages of Pett, Fairlight
& Guestling and the people who lived there. ARC is
raising funds for the project and you can help by
becoming a Friend. An application form is on page
59.
We were sad to hear of the death of long time Pett
resident Jo Johnson, and on page 4, her many
friends pay tribute. Our thoughts are with Jo’s
family and friends at this diﬃcult time.
Please do send in your comments and feedback
about the magazine. We would love to hear from
you.
And finally, can I recommend you all try Su Fleigh’s
delicious recipe on page 11 for french style chicken
with peas and bacon. Just the thing for those cold
November nights!

Best wishes, John

THE NEWS TEAM ARE: Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148
John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 or 07525032198
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022
Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator, 01424 812323
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers

SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then
we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk
DEADLINES:
Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month.
Adverts (new, changes, payments)
- MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month.
COPY

Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten please contact
us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and phone number. When
submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication.
No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any
copy received.
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every reasonable effort
has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the publishers or the news
team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed
herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not
necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can
uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication.
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Jo Johnson ~ 1937 – 2019
On Friday 4th October we received the sad
news that Jo had died during the night.
Ironically this was just a week after she had
organised another successful Macmillan
Coﬀee morning.

care home nurse on night duty.

Jo and Derek have lived in Pett since 1989
and Jo worked as a district nurse for the
Guestling Surgery. Many of her patients have
fond memories of her gentle nature and high
level of care, attending to the needs of their
loved ones. On retirement she worked as a

Jo participated in many village activities and was a founder member of the fortnightly
walking group “Wibbly, Wobbly Women What Walk Wednesdays”.
Jo also contributed to the Flower show as a Committee member and was also
involved in running the Tombola and later the Bottle stall which she carried out with
charm and eﬃciency. She also provided the cuddly toy for “Name the Teddy” and
sweeties for “How Many in the Jar” One of her final tasks for this year was helping to
fill out the entry cards. Always a jolly gathering, wondering how many entries there
would be for ‘Josephine Johnson’ - teasing her for the formal name on her many
cards which was all taken with her lovely sense of humour.
Jo was also a volunteer for St Michaels Hospice giving of her time to the shops in St
Leonards and recently in Ore.
Ann Nicholls has fond words to say:
“She was a stalwart with regards to POPP. Always there when we opened to help
erect and lay the tables up. She also ran the raﬄe, buying and purchasing the prizes in
her own time when she did her shopping.
She bought the birthday cards and was always so generous and reliable; never
complained and nothing was too much trouble for her.
Jo always had a friendly ear and sympathy for our members when it was needed.
We will all miss her so much, Jo was there at the start of Popp when it was still at the
planning stage and stayed with us for seven years.
Jo, your indomitable spirit will remain with us at POPP.”
Since taking on the task of running the Macmillan Coﬀee morning in 2007, Jo and her
helpers raised the magnificent sum of over £10,000, with this September’s event
raising £950. She was always keen to achieve a grand for the charity.
Please can you help to achieve that goal with donations in her memory to Macmillan
Cancer Support which can be made online via their website.www.macmillan.org.uk
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor
The ARC Committee would like to thank
all those people who attended our
“Introduction to the ARC” event on the
12th October. Taking on a new
enterprise is daunting at best, so it was
important to see that people supported
us by becoming Friends and by
donating material. The hard work is in
front of us: grant applications,
cataloguing material, keeping the
community informed and continuing to
kindle their interest and hopefully
garnering substantial volunteers along
the way. This is first and foremost a
community initiative; without community
backing it cannot survive.

Dear Editor,
I wish Heather Godwin every success
with her suggestion to Pett Parish
Council in the October magazine for
traﬃc calming in her part of Pett.
Here at the Guestling end of Pett
Road we do not have the luxury of a
30mph limit, nor even a footpath. We
do have many cars being driven well
in excess of the totally inappropriately
higher speed limit of 40mph. Despite
a petition, signed by virtually 100% of
residents living along the stretch of
road past Peter James Lane, to have
the limit reduced, we have been told
that this would not be possible unless
the money can be found to install
traﬃc calming measures such as Ms
Godwin describes. Needless to say,
the council are apparently unable or
unwilling to fund this. We simply
wanted the speed limit reduced.

We are also hugely grateful to all three
parish councils for their belief in us and
financially starting the ball rolling. We
had 27 new Friends sign up at the
event, a quarter of the attendees, so a
great result. But we cannot be
complacent and continue to need
people who can help financially or by
volunteering their skills. This is a
massive undertaking and it will provide
an historical resource for future
generations; we cannot aﬀord to lose
our history. Thank you.

Presumably we have to wait for
somebody to be killed or seriously
injured before anything is done. At
least we can say we tried!
Yours sincerely
Sue Elford
3 Friars Bank
Guestling
TN35 4EJ

The ARC Committee
David Breakell, Martin King, Haydon
Luke, Fran Rogers, Tim Rothwell
Amanda Snowdon
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Pett Parish Council - david penfold, chair
Last week, I attended the annual conference of the East Sussex Association of Local
Councils (ESALC). Amongst the speakers was Assistant Chief Constable Julia
Chapman, who announced the good news that, from the beginning of November,
locally based PCSOs will be back. The local policing plan was changed in 2016, but
now there has been another change of policy, so before long we will be able to let
people know the name of our locally based PCSO. To begin with, the PCSO may
cover a fairly wide area, but as new oﬃcers complete their training, each PSCO will
have a smaller area. There will also be two ‘Rural PCSOs’ in East Sussex with
particular responsibility for dealing with rural crime.
Another speaker was the county council Chief Executive, Becky Shaw, who
explained very clearly how the county council is trying to meet its commitments
within a period of ever-reducing funding from government. One message she did
receive clearly from the conference, however, was that Highways Stewards should
again be more accessible. We have been trying to meet our new steward to discuss
some of the more dangerous spots in the village, but have been having diﬃculty
making contact. On the other hand, it is, I think, fair to say that the recent night-time
closure by Highways of Pett Road to work on the surface-water drains seems to have
gone very smoothly, although it was not helped by a major water leak at the top of
Chick Hill, which doesn’t seem to have been related to the drainage work.
Going back to the conference, the last speaker was Cindy Nadesan, who talked
about the county Social Value Charter and explained how recent government policy
means that any large procurement contract must explicitly evaluate its social value –
‘Building a Future that Works for Everyone’. I am hoping that, by the time you read
this, the speakers’ slides will be available on Pettnet.
And a reminder: we are approaching the time for next year’s budget to be agreed. If
you either wish to suggest a project that the council might undertake or wish to ask
the council for a grant, please send your request or suggestion to the clerk by 12
November if possible. If you are asking for a grant, please see the council’s Grant and
Donation Policy on Pettnet.
Although there was no council meeting in October, there was a planning meeting.
This considered an application to change the sites of two of the passing places in
Pannel Lane (approved on appeal in connection with the campsite in the lane) and an
appeal against the Rother Planning Committee’s decision to reject the application for
a new house above Bridge House at the bottom of Chick Hill. In both cases the
parish council’s planning committee decided to object and to submit a comment
(which will be accessible on the Rother Planning Portal).
Finally, I have to note the sudden sad death of Jo Johnson, who was involved in
many village activities, particularly the Flower Show and the Macmillan Coﬀee
Mornings. There is a tribute to her elsewhere in this issue. Our sympathy goes to her
husband Derek and the rest of her family.
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN GOES EASY
A very easy supper dish that you can put together in a jiﬀy. It’s a one pot dish
and good value for feeding the family

FRENCH STYLE CHICKEN WITH PEAS AND BACON
6 rashers of smoked streaky bacon, chopped
8 skinless, boneless chicken thighs, well seasoned with salt and black pepper
2 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
1 bunch spring onions, roughly chopped
300ml (1/2 pt) hot chicken stock
250g/ 9oz frozen peas
1 Little Gem lettuce, roughly shredded
2 tbsps double cream or crème fraiche
1. In a large frying pan, dry-fry the bacon over medium heat for 3 mins until the
fat is released and the bacon is golden. Transfer the bacon to a bowl, leaving
the fat in the pan. Add the seasoned chicken and brown for 4 minutes on
each side.
2. Push the chicken to one side of the pan and tip in the garlic and spring
onions, cooking for about 30 seconds, until the spring onion stalks are bright
green. Pour in the stock, return the bacon to the pan, cover and simmer for
about 25 minutes or until chicken is tender.
3. Increase the heat under the pan, tip the peas and lettuce into the sauce and
cook for 4 mins, covered, until the peas are tender and the lettuce has just
wilted. Stir in the double cream or crème fraiche just before serving.
NB. You can make this chicken dish healthier by using half the bacon and
skinless chicken breasts.
Su Fleigh
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THE PETT FALLEN
An occasional series to commemorate the men of Pett who died in the Great War 1914 – 1918

Memorials
The Imperial (now Commonwealth) War Graves Commission was formed in 1917. Its
principal function was to mark, record and maintain the graves and places of
commemoration of those members of the services who died in the two World Wars.
Qualifying dates were 4 August 1914 until 31 August 1921 and 3 September 1939 until 31
December 1947.
The name of each of the fallen was inscribed either on a headstone over the grave or on a
memorial to the missing if the body was never found or identified. In the case of the Fallen
of Pett these include Naval Memorials at Chatham and Portsmouth, Memorials to the
Missing at Tyne Cot Cemetery, Pozieres, Arras, and the Menin Gate, Ypres, and
headstones to the other 9 in cemeteries in France and Belgium, and in Pett Churchyard.
The War Graves Commission was not involved with local war memorials. The design of
these and the decision as to whose names were to be inscribed on them was entirely the
choice of the community where they were to be erected. This means that names were
sometimes omitted, or inscribed on memorials far away from where the men originated.
The next-of-kin of each man who died in the First World
War were presented with a Memorial Plaque. The plaque
was a bronze disc 4½ inches in diameter with a symbolic
design, the words HE DIED FOR FREEDOM AND
HONOUR, and the man’s name. His rank was not given,
as all were to be considered equal in death.
In popular
culture it became
known as the
“Dead Man’s
Penny”

Memorial Plaque for Frederick James Cooke

Accompanying the Plaque was a message
from the King and a Scroll. The message read:
“I join with my grateful people in sending you
this memorial of a brave life given for others in
the Great War”
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The Medals
Those who saw service in a theatre of war between 5th August 1914 and 11th
November 1918 were entitled to medals, according to certain parameters. These
medals are:

The 1914 Star

Also known as the 'Mons Star'. This bronze medal award
was authorised by King George V in April 1917 for those
who had served in France or Belgium between 5th August
1914 to midnight on 22nd November 1914 inclusive.
A narrow horizontal bronze clasp sewn onto the ribbon,
bearing the dates '5th AUG. - 22nd NOV. 1914' shows
that the recipient had actually served under fire of the
enemy during that period.
Recipients who received the medal with the clasp were
also entitled to attach a small silver heraldic rose to the
ribbon when just the ribbon was being worn.
The reverse is plain with the recipient's service number,
rank, name and unit impressed on it.

The 1914-15 Star

This bronze medal was authorised in 1918.
It is very similar to the 1914 Star but it was issued
to a much wider range of recipients. Broadly
speaking it was awarded to all who served in any
theatre of war against Germany between 5th
August 1914 and 31st December 1915, except
those eligible for the 1914 Star.
The reverse is plain with the recipient's service
number, rank, name and unit impressed on it.

This article was originally published in “The Fallen of Pett” by Martin King and David Breakell,
which was published in 2018. Copies are available from Dr David Penfold, Edgerton Publishing
Services, Jasmine Cottage, Elm Lane, Pett, Hastings TN35 4JD, UK

Email : penfold@eps-edge.demon.co.uk
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Gardening club news by sandy andrews
From ‘Barnet to Seaford’ was the topic of
Geoﬀ Stonebanks’s talk to the Garden
Club in October. Geoﬀ lived in London for
thirty years, seventeen of them in Barnet,
working as a caterer and senior manager
for Royal Mail, before retiring to Seaford in
2004.
In Barnet he had a delightful
courtyard garden of 20ft by 40ft,
professionally designed, which he enjoyed
maintaining in his leisure time. Much of it
was in pots and hanging baskets which he
took with him to Seaford. The shock of
moving from a small sheltered inner city
garden to a sloping site exposed to strong
salt-laden winds caused most of them to
die in the first year.
Geoﬀ began on the new garden in earnest in 2007, this time designing it and doing the
work himself. Digging up lawn, opening vistas, screening, and laying winding paths, he
made nine smaller gardens within the overall plot, which measures just 100ft by 40ft,
establishing small terraces for tables and chairs and creating the illusion of a much bigger
space. He then filled it with exuberant planting and pots full of colour and texture.
Decorative dividers, arches and plant supports, as well as his eye-arresting collection of
objects, provide additional interest throughout the garden. These are taken up and stored
during winter then put out into diﬀerent positions the following spring. The use of pots
means faded plants can be swapped and colour and texture adjusted throughout the
season. Plants include a magenta Buddleia ‘Buzz’, a compact form attractive to bees
and butterflies; Acanthus mollis, a robust perennial often described as architectural; Lilies,
for their diversity and extended season; Phormiums, for their colourful and distinctive
sword-like leaves; Cordylines, again for their foliage which looks tropical; Aloe striatula, a
hardy, exotic looking plant with tall spikes of yellow flowers; Verbascum olympicum, for its
tall candelabra of yellow flowers; a pink Physostegia ‘Bouquet Rose’, for its late-season
flowering; Limonium latifolium, which forms low mounds of green leaves with tiny paleblue flowers; Verbena Polaris, another mound forming plant with pale lilac flowers;
Phlomis fruticosa, a small evergreen shrub with yellow hooded flowers; a gunnera in a
pot; and a white bottle brush which needs heavy protection during winter. From the
shingled beach garden at the front of the house there are views towards the sea.
Geoﬀ first opened to the public in 2009 for Seaford in Bloom, then In 2011 he opened as
part of a local group showing for the National Garden Scheme. In 2016 the garden was a
finalist in the ‘Small Spaces’ category of the BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine Garden of
the Year competition. Since then it has featured in a variety of other magazines including
‘Coast’ and on South East News. He can seat up to forty people on open days, serves
them tea and his own home-made cakes on vintage china and raises money for a variety
of charities including Macmillan.
Next meeting: Tuesday 12 November when Steven Moore will talk about ‘Colours
and Scents for all Seasons’. 7.30 Village Hall.
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PETT WI Report by Belinda Wood
The word "inspirational" can sometimes be used far too freely when describing
some public speakers but in September we really were treated to not only an
inspirational talk but a motivational one too from Fern Lulham. Fern talked about
her experiences of being blind and the link between her disability and her mental
health but delivered with such great engaging charm and humour. Fern is local to
Hastings but travels extensively delivering her speeches far and wide accompanied
by her guide dog Nancy. She certainly gave members lots to think about and how
we can face our own challenges. https://www.fernlulham.com/
After Fern's talk we wished one of our fabulous members Marjorie Atherden a very
happy special birthday with a rousing rendition of her favourite Jerusalem as well of
course as Happy Birthday! Marjorie was presented with a very tasty cake made by
Sally Watson and a special card from members showing photos of Marjorie at
various past WI events - she also received a voucher for afternoon tea for two at
the Tic Toc.
Marjorie later described her birthday surprises as "wonderful!"
remarking that she had such an emotional evening and gave thanks to everyone.
We are now able to give more information about our major fundraising event on
Saturday 30 November at Pett Village Hall. You will see the accompanying poster
in this month's news and can see that the event has now been called "Fitness
Frolics!" Members are being urged to participate and encourage family and friends
to come along also - it's going to be fantastic with a chance to partake in many
diﬀerent fitness and well being activities. We'd love to see support from the
community too as all profits will go to the local Rye & District Dementia Action
Alliance.
As this newsletter arrives with you in November we will be getting ready for our
AGM at which our 2020 committee will be elected. I'm delighted to say that all
existing members of our committee have agreed to stand for another year. I would
like to take this opportunity to warmly thank everyone who joined the committee
this time last year especially our amazing Jane Sweaney who holds both Secretary
and Treasurer posts and looks after us all so splendidly and with due diligence
always! Also to Sara Dann who is our events and meetings organiser extraordinaire
- if you need something organised Sa will be there in a flash with one of her
impressive colour-coded spreadsheets wearing her catering and organisational
know-how hat too!
Thanks also to Sally Watson who not only supports the Events Action Team (EAT)
but has taken time to put forward a proposal for consideration as part of the next
National WI resolutions about the lack of funding for research into hearing loss.
Sally was helped by Jane in the putting together of this resolution proposal and
also member (and past committee member) Jan Tomalin who has given us the
benefit of her professional learned and valued legal advice not just with this but on
other matters over the past year.
Continued on page 19
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PETT WI Report (continued from page 17)
Grateful thanks also to Hilary Dymott who continues to provide such great
support and enthusiasm in her involvement with our Events Action Team (EAT)
with such projects as our ongoing WI Sanitary Protection Appeal (WISPA) and
also with the coordination with our local supported charities including
Savehaven Women, the Seaview Project, the Dementia Ward of the Conquest
Hospital and the Rye & District Dementia Action Alliance (R&DDAA). Particular
thanks also to Lin Benn, Pam Burgess and Wendy Burgess who also with Sara
and Sally help us with many events co-ordinated by the EAT team.
I'd like to give a special thank you to Sharon Sellens, Amanda Dellar and Trish
Walker for their help at all our meetings and everyone who continually assists
with setting up and clearing away, refreshments and helping at our other
events. Well done and thanks to Dawn Timmins for her amazing art work on our
contribution to the ESFWI Centenary Banner, Wendy Hysted for the apple pie we
entered for the competition at Fairlight Hall and to Dawn Osborne for initiating
the Pett WI Book Club too! Without you all there would be no Pett WI and so we
are truly grateful.
Our membership is currently full but we may have some vacancies from January
2020 when on Saturday 18 January we will be opening our doors again between
11am and 2pm for our popular New Year's Membership Renewal and Bucks
Fizz Brunch event. In order for us to keep in contact with you please put your
name on our waiting list via our Secretary Jane at
pett_wi@live.co.uk<mailto:pett_wi@live.co.uk> or contact us on our Facebook or
Twitter pages.
Belinda Wood
President, Pett WI

Solution to Crossword on
page 43
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Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
It’s November already and our thoughts are turning to the end of the year, with
everything the grim weather brings! Since last month we’ve supported Border Force,
Police and HM Coastguard services with incidences of illegal landings on local
beaches and also provided First Aid in separate incidents.
We’ve also successfully bought a defibrillator for community use, to be kept at the
boathouse. The £1600 of funds raised at September’s Two Sawyers music event,
plus a generous donation from the Riddlecourt community have made this possible,
so a massive thank you to all who supported or contributed to this success.
And coming up, a few things to be aware of:
● Local ceramic artist Marion Mason is holding a festive Open Studio to help
raise funds for both Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat and St.Michael’s
Hospice. The event takes place at Windmill Way, Winchelsea Beach on
Saturday 30th November and Sunday 1st December 2019, from 11 am until
5pm each day. Please look out for event posters and on our social media for
details and reminders.
● Our own festive community support is launched in November, as our
boathouse double up on Sundays, for our own work plus as a drop oﬀ point for
local charity Surviving Christmas, supporting families and individuals
experiencing hardship over the Christmas period. Each Sunday in November,
between 9 am and 12.30, our doors will be open for receiving non-perishable
food items, which we’d love to receive on the charity’s behalf.
● Just a reminder that Barbara’s PLIRB charity stall is now closed. The stall will
reopen in Spring, so please do save your saleable bric-a-brac for our 2020
season! Until then, a massive thank you from all of us here at Pett Level
Independent Rescue Boat, to Barbara for her tireless work, to her helpers and
of course to everyone who has supported the stall with donations or purchases
- it’s all greatly appreciated.
And that’s it until December. Please keep safe as the nights draw in, and
particularly take care and stay beach aware across the Pett Beach area.
Remember, you can stay in contact with us across the month through our website
https://plirb.com or our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue and Facebook
@PettLevelRescueBoat.
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On the Beach at Pett Level
Hello Everyone,
A very big THANK YOU to everyone who helped at the Harvest Home Auction either
during the day, evening or both. This year the final total raised was £2203. The
cheques were presented to RNLI Rye Harbour Lifeboat and RNLI Hastings Lifeboat on
Friday, 18th October.
We have enjoyed a variety of local ales over the last few weeks and the response has
been very positive, so this will continue, come and enjoy.
We have had live music from the fabulous Logan and Maria, and a brilliant Saturday
night with The Kytes, with transport to and from the Club as well. This can be
organised again on Saturday 23rd November provided there are enough people
needing transport.
WHAT’S ON AT THE CLUB
Live music/events for November:
• Sunday 27th Oct: EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 10am (See below)
• Sunday 10th Nov: REMEMBRANCE DAY – MUSIC -- JESS ROBERTS 3pm
• Saturday 23rd Nov: LIVE MUSIC -- MICK MEPHAM 8pm
• Saturday 30th Nov: CHRISTMAS TABLE SALE (12noon onwards)
Please check our Facebook page or website www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk for more
details and lots more information.
Our regular event dates for November:
• Quiz Night: Monday evenings – 8pm start.
• Happy Hours: Monday to Friday – 5pm to 7pm.
• Guest Ales: £2.50 a pint Monday to Friday (lunchtimes and after 7pm)
• Free Pool: every Wednesday evening 6.30pm onwards
• Bingo: Thursdays, 24th Oct, 7th & 21st Nov. Eyes down at 7.30pm
• £5 Curry/Chilli Night: Bingo Nights only
• Fizzy Friday: Bottle of Prosecco £14, All day
• Silly Saturday: House double and mixer £4, All day
There is an Extraordinary General Meeting being held at the Club, to discuss
options for possibly developing the current facilities, at 10.00 on Sunday 27th
October. All members are encouraged to attend.
We look forward to seeing you at the Club soon. Please come and enjoy great beer,
food and music.
The Committee

info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
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Tel: 01424 812080
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NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB
Once again we have been beaten by the weather. I have had no reports of any club
boats getting afloat. This has got to be one of the worst seasons for fishing
competitions that I can remember since I have been involved with the club. With
winter fast approaching I can't see things changing much either. Some of you
might have read in the papers or seen on the news that a Lithuanian registered
trawler owned by a Dutch company has been operating legally in waters oﬀ the
Sussex coast. The MARGIRIS which is a 143 mtr trawler is reported to be the
second largest of its kind in the world. Boasting nets of 1,650ft long by 650ft wide
it is capable of processing 250 tons of fish per day. Basically it is a floating fish
factory with 50 crew on board.
As I write this article she is working between Brighton and Bournemouth targeting
horse mackerel for the Japanese market. With vessels this big operating in our
waters it makes you wonder if fish stocks will remain "Sustainable" for much
longer. Our next competition is scheduled for Sunday 13th October but don't hold
your breath. Hopefully I will have something positive to report so until then tight
lines and stay safe.
Pete Drew (Chairman)

Pett, Fairlight and
Guestling

Community
Speed Watch
We are looking for volunteers for
Pett.
If you can spare the odd hour and
would like to help remind drivers to
keep within the speed limit
please contact Liz Green at:liz.green139@hotmail.com
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CHURCH NEWS

Rector’s Rumination's
By the time you read this we should know whether the UK is in the EU or out. Boris
Johnson clearly set his destination and focussed on getting the UK out of the EU by
October 31st, which got me thinking about Sat Navs (satellite navigation).
Many of us use Sat Navs for long journeys or when going somewhere new. Sat
Navs not only tell us how to get where we are going, they tell us when we can
expect to arrive, what problems we may encounter en route and how to avoid
delays. What’s important of course is, like Boris, to set the destination first. But
when it comes to life many of us have a problem, because we don’t know where we
are going so we can’t set a destination.
Broadly speaking there seems to be three views about life.
First, there is no destination. We live, we die and that’s it! Make the best of it.
Second, no one knows where we are going or what lies beyond this life, so we can’t
set a destination, all we can do is hope for the best.
Third, life has a purpose and a destination.
Christians are confident that eternity is our destination and with God it will be
beyond our wildest dreams. Furthermore Jesus oﬀers, so to speak, to be our ‘sat
nav’ because He said, ‘I know the way. Trust me. Follow me, I won’t fail you.’
Some readers might remember Psalm 23 which begins, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd I
shall not want.’ Here’s a contemporary version of that psalm.
The Lord is my ‘Sat Nav’, I shall not get lost.
He makes me rest at right moments.
He leads me on quiet roads
and gives peace to the depths of my soul.
He plans the best route for my life
and will not abandon me in times of trouble.
When it is dark and I am afraid, I will fear no evil,
for You are with me and constantly assure me.
There are those who provoke me and wish to distract or divert me,
but You keep me focussed.
I know You have prepared something wonderful for me,
for You have given me a taste of the future.
I look forward to my arrival
for I know that You Lord, will welcome me into Your home
where I will be secure and loved forever.
May you know where you are going and the One who guides you.
Richard Baron
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Church News
Church Services for November 2019
November 3rd

10.30am

Holy Communion, Pett, Kay Burnett, Meriel Deasy

November 10th 10.30am Remembrance Service Worship, Pett, Meriel Deasy
(Not start time of 10.30am. This will enable us to share in the National
Remembrance at 11.00am)
November 17th 8.00am

BCP Holy Communion, Pett Level, Kay Burnett

November 24th 9.30am

Holy Communion, Pett, Richard Barron

December 1st, 10.30am

Holy Communion, Pett, Kay Burnett, Meriel Deasy

Please note: Sunday 3rd November - the service will start at 10.30am. The main
reason for this change is that on the first Sunday in the month, the Fairlight
Organist and Choir attend this service and it could be easier for all of us as the
mornings become dark and wintry to come to church at 10.30am. We are only trying
this out and will review in the new year.

Yesterday, today, tomorrow

Before he could tell the time or knew the days of the week, one of my grandsons used to
say that everything that happened in the past happened yesterday. A slightly diﬀerent
aspect of memory was that my late husband could not bear to say goodbye to anyone at a
railway station because during the Second World War at the age of seven that was where
he last saw his father before he was killed.
Two of my mother-in-law’s brothers were killed in the First World War and for us who were
growing up in the post WWII years, there were all sorts of connections with the war. Even if
our own immediate family survived we heard of those who had not. And there were
children at school whose fathers had been killed in the war or disabled by injuries.
What is the point of this personal reminiscence? Because I was thinking about our annual
Remembrance Day services all over the country and wondering whether young children
today will continue the remembrance. It must seem very remote. And no one speaks of
courage much any more. If they do, it is sometimes given a diﬀerent meaning.
What I hope is that we will do our best to make sure we continue to remember as long as
we can and to encourage all those who are younger to continue to remember. We are very
much assisted by the refurbished war memorial (thanks to David Breakell and Chris Saint
and Pett Parish Council and many others).
So do come to the Remembrance Day service at 10.30am on Sunday 10th November.
Reading the names of those from our village who were killed in both wars is our tribute to
them. And we also remember all the others.
Angela Hawksley, Churchwarden, Pett Church
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Church News
Harvest Festival
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to everyone who came to the
Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 13th October, and so
generously donated gifts of produce. The church looked lovely
thanks to Val and Kath.
We shared a happy and enjoyable service, after which coﬀee
and lovely cakes were served.
We were able to sell a lot of the produce and I’m pleased to
tell you that we raised £127.60 which will be sent to Tim Jury
for the Farm Africa Project. The remaining non-perishable
produce have been sent to the local Family Support Work
Team.
Thank you again for all your care and support.
Meriel Deasy, Reader
Oh tidings of comfort and joy.

This is a new version of the carol ‘God
rest ye merry gentlemen’, and should
be sung to the same tune. It was
written by a little-known Pett Level
librettist. There is no point in saying
she should stick to her day job
because she has none!

The Christmas Cracker will be fun
With prizes to be won
And lots of Christmas things to buy
And eat. So do not sigh!
For we will celebrate God’s gift
And then our spirits lift
Oh tidings of comfort and joy
Oh tidings of comfort and joy

So Christmas time is nearly here
Let nothing you dismay!
Get rid of gloom and find some cheer
And send all stress away!
It was for us a child was born
Upon that winter morn
Oh tidings of comfort and joy
Oh tidings of comfort and joy.

Angela Hawksley
Churchwarden

The Christmas Cracker’s coming soon
In aid of Pett Church funds
You will enjoy this renamed boon
Run by the Pett Church Friends.
Ensuring there’s a Christmas mood
Of presents and of food
Oh tidings of comfort and joy
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY
As I write this in mid-October at the end of a couple of very wet weeks, I’ve noticed

how quickly things are changing at this time of year. In the gaps between showers a
few of the last house martins can be seen flying high up and presumably feeding
themselves up before their long migration. We have seen a few warblers in the
garden as well. We generally only see them in spring or autumn as they too pass
through on their annual migration. It would be nice to be able to identify which
warblers they are, but my bird identification skills allow me to tell the diﬀerence
between a chiﬀ chaﬀ and a willow warbler only if they are singing, which in autumn
they don’t . I could always fall back on the not very reliable diﬀerence that one has
darker legs than the other – if I could only remember which one had the darker legs.
There are also a number of other warblers that look very similar, so I’ll just have to
be content with the fact that they are warblers and be happy that they’ve chosen our
garden for a pre-flight meal.
At this time of year there is also a marked reduction in the number of insects around.
There was a brief flurry of activity at the start of the month when all the crane flies
emerged and flew around bumping into things. The adult crane flies only live for 10
to 15 days and most do not eat. Their only purpose is to mate and lay eggs to
ensure the next generation of their larvae which are well known to gardeners as
leather-jackets. Whilst they do eat the roots of plants, and in large infestations may
kill plants, they are generally beneficial by eating decaying plant matter and
increasing soil bacteria. They also provide food for creatures higher up the food
chain such as blackbirds, starlings and the increasingly rare hedgehog.
We went to a very interesting talk by Kate Bradbury as part of the
Rye Arts Festival, who talked about creating a wildlife garden.
She believes that letting nature take its course is a way of dealing
with many problems in the garden. She cited an example where
some of her plants had a greenfly infestation. Next to them was a
patch of umbellifers that attracted hover flies. The hover flies laid
eggs on the greenfly infested plant and within days the greenflies
had been eaten by hover fly larvae. I read recently about an
eminent scientist who specialised in fungus infestations on barley.
He quickly realised that fighting nature was pointless since
whatever the problem, nature had the resources to deal with it.
He developed a strain of wheat by sowing a high yielding variety
with a disease resistant variety. He collected the crop and then sowed it again
without separating the varieties, and repeated it year after year. The resulting
mongrel crop always produced a good yield and never had any serious diseases.
He contrasted this with the poor nutrition, high yield monoculture crops that are
regularly wiped out by various infestations and over the years produced no better
yield than his mongrel crop. His strain(s) of wheat are now much sought after by
bakers because of their better taste and higher nutrition.
/continued on page 33
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NATURE NOTES

(continued from page 31)

But going back to my time of change theme,
at this time of year there are many fewer
insects around. This is not the decline that
Extinction Rebellion are trying to draw
attention to – I say trying because it appears
that the powers that be are still not listening
– but rather the natural disappearance of
insects as they hibernate or continue their
generations as eggs that will hatch in the
spring. One exception seems to be the red
admiral butterfly which I have seen several
of in recent days. The red admiral
hibernation is not as complete as the
brimstone or peacock butterflies so if the weather is mild enough they will emerge
for a quick snack on whatever flowers are still around. (I have been pleased with a
new wildflower meadow that I sowed late in the year – about mid-July! – which has
also flowered late and is now providing cornflowers and mallows for late-flying
pollinators.)
As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will have
at least a photo of a red admiral.

Christmas Cracker!
This is our renamed Christmas Fund Raiser! On Saturday December 14th from
1-3 p.m. we will be oﬀering you a chance to buy Christmas goodies at bargain
rates amongst congenial company.
There will be refreshments on oﬀer, the Village Choir will be singing carols (which
you will be encouraged to join in with). Stalls selling a variety of hand made
goodies-including Pat’s famous fudge, cakes, preserves and bulbs. Also
jewellery, knitted goods, Stir Crazy’s crafts, bird feeders, soap, orange pomanders
and decorations.
The Flower Show will have a stall, also Cats’ Protection and our ever popular
Cracker Tombola will be there with many prizes,
Add a raﬄe and a lucky dip and what more could you wish for?
Please come and join us to have a good time and boost the ever needy Church
funds.
Gill Plank
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Library News: Focus on non-fiction
A Beautiful Question, Finding
Nature's Deep Design by Frank
Wilczek is a book returned this month
with the comment that it was a
challenging read, brain taxing but
interesting. This book questions, is the
world a work of art? Well, maybe it is.
You might like to borrow the book to
discover what this author thinks.
On the beautiful theme is Beautifully
Real Food by Sam Murphy. Perhaps
less challenging, this is a vegetarian
recipe book which is reported to have
useful vegetarian meals and also to be
an interesting read.
Nothing to do with beauty or cooking or
even nursery rhymes, The Butcher, The
Baker and The Candlestick Maker by
Roger Hutchinson has been borrowed
from our Community Library quite often,
so we won't be sending it back to the
library store just yet. It is a history of the
census, encompassing wide-ranging
social history and is easy to read,
propulsive (a page turner!) educational
and entertaining. A good all-round
useful read.

Another fascinating, illustrated,
historical book that we currently hold is
Warrior The Amazing Story of a Real
War Horse by General Jack Seely, who
rode him all his life. It mirrors Michael
Morpurgo's War Horse, but is the real
life story of Warrior from his birth to his
death in 1948 with insightful detail of
the four years Warrior and General
Seely spent in France 1914-18.
Even our children's selection has some
non-fiction. We currently have the
stylishly illustrated Wild Animals of The
North by Dieter Braun. Appealing to
adults and children alike, it is a journey
of discovery about wild animals in the
northern hemisphere.
We also have a varied selection of craft
books and other topics, such as This is
Going to Hurt by Adam Kay, wellknown and a 'painfully funny' account
of a junior doctor's working life.
If there is a subject you'd like to read
about, come in and see what we have
to oﬀer. 10 to 12, first Wednesday every
month, alongside the coﬀee morning.
Anne, Anna, Vivien

Carol Service St Nicholas - help required

We are looking for a volunteer to take over the carol service preparations for St
Nicholas this year.
Fran is taking a year oﬀ although she continues to look after the church and will
decorate St Nicholas for Christmas. The carol service has proven very successful
and continuity is important to its continued success. Preparations entail liaising
with the Rector, Richard Barron, regarding the service, carols and organist, setting
up chairs and a gazebo (Pett Level independent Rescue Boat helped last year) and
having mulled wine ready for arrivals to get their singing voice tuned up! Food after
is optional. A collection usually takes place after the service. If you can help
please contact Richard Barron, Rector.
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Get ready for The Fairlight Player’s hilarious November play
Hello to everyone in Pett! I’d like to share with you
a few nuggets about our next production – now you
need a big intake of breath to announce this…The
Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen’s
guild dramatic society’s production of A Christmas
Carol.
As a fairly new member of The Fairlight Players I
can whole heartedly say that I have loved every
minute of rehearsals for the play – I am Lucy Hogg
(previously of Pett now Fairlight) and I am the
sound technician for the play and my other half
Peter is the lights!
The play which is by David McGillivray and Waltz Zerlin Jnr is directed by our fabulous
Charlotte Eastes. Charlotte shared her gen on the play:
“To get the good people of Fairlight, Pett and the surrounding area, Fairlight village hall has
opened its doors to The Farndale Avenue Townswomen’s Guild (aka, the Fairlight Players) who
will be presenting their rendition of A Christmas Carol. To those not accustomed to the Guild,
their productions require patience and a very good sense of humour!
Be ready for an evening’s entertainment where the cast who take their acting very seriously,
have the influences of day to day life inflicted upon them - but still they manage to provide a
good solid performance of this Dickens classic.
There may be the opportunity for audience participation so don’t forget your pens.
The cast of the show is a mixture of some familiar faces to Fairlight and some new, with Jo
Dugal making her first venture onto the Fairlight boards. The cast complement each other very
well and enable the show to go oﬀ without a hiccup. Saying that, it’s hard to make a show go
well, even harder to make a good show go wrong!
Please come and join us and support the Farndale/Fairlight players bring along your sense of
humour and start the Christmas spirit a bit early. Don’t forget your tinsel!”
Performances are at Fairlight Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday
9th November plus a matinee performance on Saturday at 2.30pm.
You can buy tickets at Fairlight Post Office or alternatively call 01424 814406 to reserve your
tickets.
Picture left to right: Charlotte Miller, Wendy Hatch, Alice Tigwell, Vicki Veness, Tom Miller
and Jo Dugal

For more information:Lucy Hogg, 07977 987575 email - Lucy.hogg@me.com
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Pett Puzzle Corner
Crossword set by
‘Alberich’ and
printed with
permission
www.alberichcross
words.com
Solution on page
19

ACROSS
1 What's produced after, for example, tea's
digested (6)
5 Stein is German? Correct without a hint of doubt
(8)
9 Former almsman with Tory whip accepting
nothing (8)
10 Former primates have the last word about a
primate being beheaded (6)
11 Art has left wife, after split-up, to acquire new –
now he'll have two of them? (7-2-3)
13 Drink brings a good man to the edge of
insanity (4)
14 Lands from boat in Norfolk town (8)
17 It allows unimpeded capital movement (8)
18 It's wrong for a Leftie to move right of centre
(4)
20 He's to lend out sums of money, we hear –
they're required for performance of 23's works
(12)
23 Robert Lindsay? (6)
24 Where arch is providing support? (8)
25 Race to follow the intruder (5,3)
26 Order unpleasant old woman to come round to
observe last respects (6)

DOWN
2 See 7
3 Eponymous hero of part of the 22 dies with
grief? Not exactly (9)
4 Foster's reportedly put work into lead parts of
The Accused, Sommersby and finally Maverick
(6)
5 Right away, city has millions invested into new
grunge arrangement of part of the 22 (5)
6 Foolish woman, so to speak, about to be put
in front of judge again (8)
7,2 In the 22 the timeless old treasure which
gives name to a part of it (9)
8 Pass away stroll by river with part of the 22
(3,7)
12 Solemnly declare: "The fool's always
worried!" (10)
15 The opposite of immunising fluid? Yes and
no (9)
16 Pentagon is thus fivefold put in difficulty (8)
19 Former Foreign Secretary, being short, had
to climb to get to the seat on a Jumbo (6)
21 Star turn for Ben Elton's first daughter (5)
22 Bell of 23's cycle (4)
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VILLAGE DIARY
Mon

9.30am

Flowerpots Toddlers Group

VH

Weekly

Mon

6.30pm

Pilates

VH

Weekly

Mon

7.00pm

Village Hall Committee; 1st Monday VH
of alternative months

Mon

7.30pm

Village Voices

MC Weekly

Tue

10.30am

POPP

VH

Weekly

Tue

5.00pm

Yoga

VH

Weekly

Tue

5.30pm

Weight Watchers

VH

Weekly

Tue

7.00pm

The Club (youth club)

CF

Weekly

Tue

7.15pm

Pole Dancing

VH

Weekly

Tue

7.30pm

Pett Parish Council; 3rd Tuesday of VH
alternative months

Tuesday 19th November

Wed

7.00pm

Dance for Fitness

VH

Weekly

Wed

9.30am

Badminton (members only)

VH

Weekly

Wed

10.00am

Vi l l a g e C o f f e e M o r n i n g & VH
Community Library; 1st Wednesday
of the month

Wednesday 7th August

Wed

7.30pm

Gardening Club

Tuesday 12th November,
Village Hall

Wed

7.30pm

P e t t Wo m e n ’s I n s t i t u t e ; 3 r d VH
Wednesday of the month

Wednesday 20th November

Thu

9.30am

Yoga

VH

Weekly

Thu

3 p m & Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr)
7pm

VH

Weekly

Thu

3.45pm

‘Busyart’ art/craft club

CF

Weekly

Fri

9.30am

Badminton (members only)

VH

Weekly

Fri

2pm

Tai Chi

VH

Weekly

Monday 4th November

VH Village Hall; MC Methodist Chapel; CF Clubhouse, Fairlight Rec
Every effort is made to keep this is diary up to date, but we are not always told of changes. If
unsure you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates.
Church Services for November - please see page 28
THE POST OFFICE is open between 12.30 to 3pm on Monday & Thursday at the
Methodist Chapel. You can also buy postage stamps from Phil the Butcher.
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