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Dear Readers
The Archive Resource Centre is now up and running, with the help of various donations
including from Pett, Fairlight, Guestling & Three Oaks councils. Take a look at what they plan
to do and how you can become involved at their open day on Saturday October 12th. If you want
to become a Friend of ARC the application form is on the inside rear cover of this magazine.
The Community Library, held in conjunction with the village coffee morning on the first
Wednesday of each month, is becoming more popular and the combined event turning into an
important village hub. If you have time on your hands why not give it a try?
With increasing concern about thefts and suspicious callers in the area a meeting has been held
to discuss the implications of setting up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and No Cold Calling
Zone. Some information about this can be found in David Penfold’s council report, including
who you can contact if you are interested, and more will follow in future editions of this
magazine.
And finally – an enquiry was raised, via the contact form on PettNet, about advertising in this
magazine. The person (TG) raising the enquiry left an email address which does not work. If
you read this and are still interested, then please contact the magazine direct.
Best wishes
THE NEWS TEAM ARE
Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148
Sarah Adams, Deputy Editor & Distribution, 01424 812323
John Case, Assistant Editor, 01424 812224
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers
SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we
offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk
DEADLINES:
Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month.
Adverts (new, changes, payments)
- MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month.
COPYmust be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk. If you want to provide something handwritten
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals,
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received.
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise
indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles, announcements
and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news team. Neither
the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this publication.
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VILLAGE DIARY
Mon
Mon
Mon

9.30am
6.30pm
7.00pm

Flowerpots Toddlers Group
VH Weekly
Pilates
VH Weekly
st
Village Hall Committee; 1 Monday VH 4th November
of alternative months
Mon 7.30pm
Village Voices
MC Weekly
Tue 10.30am POPP
VH Weekly
Tue 5.00pm
Yoga
VH Weekly
Tue 5.30pm
Weight Watchers
VH Weekly
Tue 7.00pm
The Club (youth club)
CF Weekly
Tue 7.15pm
Pole Dancing
VH Weekly
rd
Tue 7.30pm
Pett Parish Council; 3 Tuesday of VH 19th November
alternative months
Wed 7.00pm
Dance for Fitness
VH Weekly
Wed 9.30am
Badminton (members only)
VH Weekly
Wed 10.00am Village
Coffee
Morning
& VH 2nd October
Community Library; 1st Wednesday
of the month
Tue 7.30pm
Gardening Club
VH 8th October; Driftwood Garden
Wed 7.30pm
Pett
Women’s
Institute;
3rd VH 16th October
Wednesday of the month
Thu 9.30am
Yoga
VH Weekly
Thu 3pm & Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr)
VH Weekly
7pm
Thu 3.45pm
‘Busyart’ art/craft club
CF Weekly
Fri
9.30am
Badminton (members only)
VH Weekly
Fri
2pm
Tai Chi
VH Weekly
Sun 9.30am
POP-OP YOGA WORKSHOP
VH 3rd November
VH Village Hall; MC Methodist Chapel; CF Clubhouse, Fairlight Rec
Every effort is made to keep this is diary up to date, but we are not always told of changes. If
unsure you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates.
CHURCH SERVICES (all at St Mary & St Peter, Pett unless stated otherwise)
Oct 6th
9:30am
Holy Communion (Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy)
th
Oct 13
9:30am
Harvest Festival (Meriel Deasy)
th
Oct 20
8:00am
Holy Communion, St Nicholas Pett Level (Richard Barron)
th
Oct 24
2:30pm
Meditation, St Nicholas Pett Level (Kay Burnett
th
Oct 27
9:30am
Holy Communion (Richard Barron)
USE IT OR LOSE IT! – Amanda Snowdon
One of Pett’s best kept secrets, the mobile Post Office, comes to the Methodist Chapel building
on Mondays and Thursdays from 12:30 to 3pm. Take out cash, make deposits, pay bills, buy
stamps, get phone credit, send parcels (no queues) and much more. Plus table of Fair Trade
goodies for sale - from greetings cards, biscuits and tea to socks and pens. Easy to park – long
parking bay right outside - and near Tic Toc Tea rooms, handy for a cup of tea on Thursdays!
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Dear Editor
TRAFFIC CALMING IN PETT
(copy of letter to Chair of Pett Parish Council)
Every day during the week I witness a number of near-collisions and altercations outside our
home, which is situated opposite the narrow layby between the Methodist Church and French
Court Lane. The volume of cars now parked all day in that layby, from Tuesday to Saturday, has
risen dramatically since the closure of the Post Office.
This is not, in any way, a letter criticising two local businesses. I am thrilled that Tic Toc
hairdressers and the Tic Tocory tea-rooms, both of whom I support and who offer excellent
service, are thriving. However, their success has inevitably had an impact as, obviously, their
customers park all along the layby, thus narrowing the road, which affects the safety of drivers
and pedestrians.
No, the problem is caused by selfish drivers, who not only speed through the village, but who
also refuse to give way to oncoming vehicles outside our house. Their attempts to squeeze past
each other in this narrow space are often unsuccessful, provoking expletives, angry gestures and
screaming of brakes. Our own car (and we have no alternative where to park) has been damaged
time and time again, even with wing mirrors enfolded. People who park their cars on the
pavement, to avoid being hit, are another safety issue, as pedestrians have to step out into the
road to manoeuvre around the cars.
My suggestion is for some sort of traffic calming through this short length of road. A 'Give Way
to oncoming traffic' sign outside the Methodist Church would be one solution but, whatever the
answer, this state of affairs shouldn't continue, and I ask that the Parish Council consult East
Sussex Highways for their opinion.
I am aware that, time and time again, non-speeding solutions throughout Pett and Pett Level are
raised, and that Speedwatch is one answer, but I firmly believe that the use of speed cameras and
signs which indicate the drivers' speeds would improve road safety generally, together with traffic
calming in the most affected area.
Heather Godwin
Dear Editor
FAIRLIGHT END
Many thanks to all those who supported our Open Garden and Studio at Fairlight End on Saturday
and Sunday 7th and 8th September for Coastal Currents. We raised just over £500 for the Village
Hall in the two days thanks to the generosity of all those who attended. People were extremely
kind in donating to our honesty boxes, and buying prints and cards, cakes and cordial. All these
contributions are so appreciated.
Robin and Chris Hutt
5
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Dear Editor
ARC, SWEETBRIAR AND LAVENDER COTTAGES
For anyone who is interested, the picture in last month’s News included a picture of my cottage
in the article about ARC. To our knowledge Sweetbriar and Lavender cottages are pretty old but
we have no evidence of the actual dates, maybe the archive will help.
The ‘then’ picture of last month is about 1900 and I am fascinated by the road traffic! I include a
picture from a similar angle as a ‘now’ comparison.

I am also very curious to know about the ‘fault’ line in the brickwork
on the corner going towards the chimney which can be seen in the
old photo as well as the present one. I was told that a lorry had gone
into it some years ago but I find that difficult to accept in the days of
horse and cart!
Gill Plank
Dear Editor
SARA LEE TRUST
This is not just another plea for money! It is to give you some information about the Sara Lee
Trust. Now that it is fashionable to shop at charity shops I can confess that all I knew of the Sara
Lee Trust is that one of their charity shops is conveniently in Ore. My ignorance was removed
at our recent Deanery meeting when the speaker Tim Pearce was from the Sara Lee Trust.
Tim explained that the Trust was set up by the parents of Sara Lee who died as a result of cancer
at the age of 32. The charity provides free complementary therapies and counselling and other
support to cancer sufferers. This helps with pain and other suffering. Access is direct or by
referral by doctors and nurses and the therapies take place at the hospice or at home or at the new
centre in Sidley.
Apart raising money from the 6 charity shops, there are all sorts of other fund-raising activities
to look out for. The next event is an evening of comedy at the White Rock Theatre on 29th
September.
Angela Hawksle
7

8

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
500 CLUB

CONGRATULATIONS
Winners for August are

1st Carol Pecorini
2nd Christine Alexander
3rd Chris Harris
Draw Date 4th Sept 2019

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693
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News from The ARC!
These generous gestures will set us on
our way towards further grant
applications. The ARC needs funding to
function – for premises, storage, IT
equipment, and more.

What a wonderful response to last
month’s article introducing the ARC – in
the magazine and online! Thank you to
everyone who contacted us, through the
Parish News, Pett.net or Facebook – we
loved your comments and encouragement
and are especially grateful to those who
were willing to recount their stories from
past times. We want to keep these
memories alive so they can be
documented and accessible for future
research. They are important.

You can help too – by joining as a ‘Friend
of the Arc’ (please see form on reverse of
the poster ad). We’d love to have you on
board – and your donation will greatly
improve our chances of obtaining
‘matched funding’ from grant providers.
To find out more or just register your
interest, please contact ARC Treasurer
David on 812964.

If you missed the article, there will be a
great opportunity later this month to
learn more about the ARC at our
‘Introduction to the ARC’ event on
October 12th in Pett Village Hall (see
poster). Come along and see some of our
existing
collections
and,
more
importantly, bring your own items of local
history memorabilia - old photos, family
letters, postcards, artefacts – anything
that relates to the parishes of Fairlight,
Guestling and Pett.

As many of you told us, last month’s
mystery picture was 1, Rock House, Pett.
Thank you to all – and well spotted!
This month’s puzzle:
What is this?

We’re delighted that interest from all
three parish councils has now translated
into real support. It is great they recognise
an archive’s value and importance to the
community – we’re most grateful
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PETT WI
Instead of a meeting in August we usually hold a social event and this year
it was kindly hosted by committee members Jane and Sara. The weather
was exceedingly kind to us and so we were able to explore their beautiful garden and views whilst
nipping back inside their welcoming home to take advantage of the fantastic WI buffet that
members had all contributed to. Goodness when Pett WI party they do it so well! What a
wonderful evening it was – thanks to all who came along and especially to Jane and Sara for their
warm hospitality. Many friendships are being forged this year which gives me such personal
satisfaction as the main reason I joined the WI three years ago was to make new friends and that
has certainly happened as a result of my membership. We are so pleased to have a lovely
contingent of Icklesham ladies with us, many of whom knew each other before they came along
but some who have made new friends in the village as a result. Other members come from
Guestling, Fairlight, Hastings/St Leonards and Rye.
Some of our members meet up in between our monthly meetings including our Book Club who
get together at the Two Sawyers. This is a friendly, informal group set up by our fabulous Dawn
Osborne who is keen to welcome new members to the clan! We are always pleased to hear from
members as to any other sub-groups that they would be interested in setting up – be it craft or
purely social – theatre/cinema/supper etc. – you name it we can do it but we need members help
please so don’t be shy in suggesting ideas but please be ready to help organise it.
As a new (and very small) committee we strive to make our group as inclusive and interesting
for everyone – not always the easiest task trying to keep everyone happy but we really try to do
our best and are always keen to have feedback from members as to ideas for speakers/topics
covered.
For the crafty members amongst us just a note that East Sussex Federation’s Patchwork
Christmas Decorations Workshop will take place at Pett Village Hall on Saturday 16 November.
On the same day at Hailsham HQ there will be a Christmas cookie/biscuit workshop! Federation
are also organising a “Christmas at Hever Castle” outing to include Christmas lunch on Tuesday
17 December. More details in this month’s newsletter and on ESFW’s website.
Closer to home our next fundraising event will take place on Saturday 30 November at Pett
Village Hall organised by our EAT (Events Action Team) who are currently busy putting plans
in place for a fun health and well being day. Funds raised will go to the Rye & District Dementia
Action Alliance which falls in line with this year’s national WI’s resolution to support and
provide awareness of mental health. So far classes will include belly dancing, Tai Chi,
Tomboogie, dancing, pilates with taster sessions of Reiki and Indian head massage. I’m sorry to
report there are no plans for a sitting down and just eating cake class but actually we might be
able to organise something like that in between classes! More details nearer the time but we do
hope to see you there for what promises to be a great day and something to help us unwind as we
prepare ourselves for the busy Christmas period!
Want to join us? We are expecting three new members by the time this newsletter is published
and so if that is the case we will have started a waiting list. We may be able to welcome new
members as of January 2020 so please contact us if you would like us to keep in touch with you
at pett_wi@live.co.uk
Belinda Wood, President, Pett WI
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NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB
No competitions have been fished since the last report due to ongoing
windy conditions which seem to happen on Sundays. One boat did venture
out a couple of weeks ago and they were rewarded for their efforts with several plaice and plenty
of mackerel.
I witnessed a very strange event on the 8th September. I stood on the sea wall with a pint in my
hand (as you do on a Sunday lunchtime) and as the tide was ebbing masses of sea birds were
diving into the water where I'm sure shoals of whitebait were trapped by the falling tide. Some
of you might remember a similar situation that happened a couple of weeks ago when shoals of
whitebait were driven onto the beach by pursuing mackerel.
During the winter months we are going to have our winch completely overhauled. It is the most
important part of our equipment and must be kept in tip top condition to avoid any mishaps. It
will probably be removed in December to be taken away and the relevant work carried out. When
I have a definite date, I will let you know. Well that's all for this edition so as always tight lines
and stay safe.
Pete Drew (Chairman)

PETT COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Welcome to the Community Library. This has now been going for 15
months and takes place alongside the Village Hall Coffee Morning, on
the first Wednesday of every month, from 10 -12.
There are about 200 books available to borrow. These are sourced from the East Sussex Library
Community Collection and we change about 50 of our books on a regular basis. We have a wide
selection covering all genres of fiction and non-fiction and always have large print and children's
books available.
The best bit is, it is free to use and you don't have to belong to anything! not even the regular
library. We do have to take your details so that in the event of a book not being returned, we can
find out where it is and to this end we ask you to sign the usual Data Protection form - and we
protect your data most carefully. We do ask that you return any book you have borrowed in a
reasonable time, but if you haven't finished it within a month (it might have knitting patterns or
recipes!) we are unlikely to be chasing you up for it.We are unable to order any specific books,
but we do make a note of any particular genre that interests you and try to meet your needs in
this way. As a consequence, we really appreciate feedback from readers and are very pleased to
have recommendations about a book you have particularly enjoyed and are more than happy to
chat with you about your choices and interests. One of the books recommended recently was The
Betrayals by Fiona Neill.
It is a super, sociable couple of hours each month in the Village Hall, with free parking, tea,
coffee and cake available to buy, books to browse and borrow and Badminton going on, too.
We'd love to see you there.
Anne, Anna and Vivien
15
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Raising funds for
Rye & District Dementia Action Alliance
Pett Women’s Institute presents

- Stay Well & Fabulous Day! A Health & Well Being Special Event

- Saturday 30 November From 09.30am – 4pm at Pett Village Hall

Come and discover -

Belly Dancing, Tai Chi, Tomboogie, dancing for
fitness, pilates with taster sessions of Reiki and
Indian head massage!

SAVE THE DATE – MORE DETAILS
SOON!
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GARDENING CLUB – SANDY ANDREWS
September saw the return of the Garden Club to the village hall for the
autumn/winter season when we welcomed Dr John Feltwell who talked
about meadows and wildflowers. Dr Feltwell is a zoologist and botanist,
his speciality being plants and insects. He has written over forty books on
conservation, including Meadows, a History and Natural History.
There are about two thousand wildflowers; they are fussy about where they put their roots and
are are easily lost. In the wild their survival tends to be cyclical. A storm blows down trees and a
space is cleared, a glade, where sunlight can penetrate and wildflowers can germinate and grow.
Eventually small saplings become tall trees blocking out the sun and the wildflowers die until
another storm creates another glade. When we first started deliberately to clear the woodland we
created glades. Over time these expanded into meadows and our countryside was once rich with
a diversity of wild grasses and flowers. But as more and more land was devoted to intense
cultivation so these meadows were lost: 97% since the 1940s. Now they cling on at the edges of
crop fields and on steep slopes where machinery cannot reach, and without them the wide variety
of wildlife they supported struggles to survive.
Miriam Rothschild was an early champion of wildflower meadows. An eminent zoolologist and
naturalist with eight honorary doctorates, she valued natural habitats for their bio-diversity and
campaigned for wildflowers to be reintroduced into meadows and gardens. In 1982 she met with
Prince Charles, and at Highgrove he subsequently planted ten hectares with seed containing one
hundred and twenty different species native to Gloustershire.
Christopher Lloyd, another advocate, extended the wildflower meadows which were first
established at Great Dixter by his mother Daisy in 1912. He transformed his father’s putting lawn
from a lifeless sward into a habitat that attracted and harboured insects and spiders.
In the South East the High Weald in general is a special environment and East Sussex has more
ancient woodland than any other county. Marden Meadows in Kent, an SSSI, is a thousand years
old and one of the best examples of an unimproved hay meadow. Green-winged orchids appear
in May, followed by daises and vetches amongst wild grasses. Orchids grow on the South Downs.
A surprising new habitat, one Dr Feltwell has been instrumental in developing, is found in solar
farms where wildflowers flourish underneath the panels.
Bio-diverse meadows are essential for spiders, small mammals, birds, butterflies, bees and all
manner of other insects, including crickets, now rare here. These in turn are essential for our own
survival. The best way to make one is by stripping off the turf and topsoil, and removing weeds
before sowing your seed mix in the autumn. The other method involves raking the lawn to reveal
patches of soil, then sowing yellow rattle in autumn to reduce the grasses’ vigour and waiting to
see what comes up. The best time to mow is in September. The wildflower patch, bank or meadow
you grow will be beneficial.
The next meeting is on October 8 at 7.30 pm, when Geoff Stonebanks will talk about the
driftwood garden.
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MY GARDEN BLOG– GILL PLANK
Well the year is racing past. Swallows and house martins are gathering on
the wires for their long flight back to Africa. Our regular Canada geese have
arrived with much noise – they come to the large lakes at the bottom of my
garden. I am not sure whether they come from very far away or just a bit
further north. They arrive in the spring for a bit to breed, disappear for a while,
and come back for the winter. They did not produce any goslings this year,
the first time for several years.
Small bird life is very busy. My feeders are attracting large numbers of blue and great tits plus
chaffinches, goldfinches, sparrows, blackbirds, willow tits, coal tits, woodpeckers and a return of
nuthatches. Buzzards, jays and, of course, wood pigeons, magpies and gulls. I still never see
starlings or thrushes. I did spot what I think was a garden warbler, very secretive in a large rose
bush.
The painted ladies have gone now - my highest count was 15. There are still many Red Admirals,
some Commas but no Peacock butterflies although there were many black caterpillars on the
nettles which I presumed were Peacocks (and I left the nettles alone!).
I am harvesting eating apples and pears – excellent crops although the Bramley tree has produced
nothing this year and the plums were sparse. I did find 3 moorhens in the orchard but they have
not done too much damage this year. However, my 4 cobnut trees have produced a bumper crop
and there is not a squirrel in sight!! I have a small vine which has produced many bunches of
very small grapes. These are inedible so I guess I will have to learn how to make wine!
The vegetable patch has produced mixed results – excellent beans, courgettes, peas and tomatoes.
Some carrots, beetroot and spinach but next year I need to be completely fit and active and keep
on top of the weeding and watering and replanting regularly. The ground is rather like concrete.
The cats are behaving quite well and not causing problems with baby birds, but my little cat Belle
was killed in the road earlier this month which was very sad. Cats need their 9 lives, she was
determined to go across to the fields and did it once too often. Traffic continues to go up and
down our road too fast, especially over bank holiday weekends.
The pond has become incredibly green and it seems I will need to get a filter and pump – always
something! There is no power down the garden so it involves quite a bit of work. The fish are
quite happy but I only see them at feeding time. I have purchased more lilies, and am trying hard
to grow a range of oxygenators but the fish nibble them all!
So it is a time of mowing, hedge cutting, weeding, final harvesting, digging over and general
tidying up ready to start again next year. Not to mention the leaves!!
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ON THE BEACH AT PETT LEVEL
First, a reminder that Saturday, 28th September is the 68th Harvest Home
Auction, our charity auction raising funds for Hastings and Rye Harbour RNLI.
This should reach you well before the day and our great team will be delivering
leaflets through the village the weekend before, so please check your post boxes. On the 28th the
team will be knocking on your doors to see if you have any goods to donate for the Auction.
Alternatively, donations can be left at the Club from 8.30am on the morning of the Auction. Any
small items of produce and white elephant are greatly appreciated. But, please, no electricals,
jumble or large objects. The Club will be open to non-members on the evening of the 28th
September, so please come and support this event.
WHAT'S ON AT THE CLUB
Live music/events for September/October:
• Sunday 22nd Sept : LIVE MUSIC from MARTIN BLACKMAN DUO (3pm)
• Saturday 28th Sept : HARVEST HOME AUCTION (7PM FOR 7.30PM start)
• Sunday 6th Oct : LIVE MUSIC from LOGAN (3pm)
• Saturday 19th Oct : LIVE MUSIC : To be confirmed (8pm)
Please check our Facebook Page or Website www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk for more details and
lots more information.
Our regular event dates for October:
• Quiz Night Monday evenings 8pm start.
• Happy Hours Monday to Friday 5pm to 7pm.
• Guest Ales ¬£2.50 a pint Monday to Friday (lunchtimes and after 7pm)
• Free Pool every Wednesday evening 6.30pm onwards
• Bingo Thursdays, 26th Sept 10th & 24th Oct. Eyes down at 7.30pm
• ¬£5 Curry/Chilli Night Bingo Nights only
• Fizzy Friday Bottle of Prosecco ¬£14 All day
• Silly Saturday House double and mixer ¬£4 All day
We will have a variety of local ales for you to try during National Cask Ale week, 19th to 29th
September, together with the ever popular Harveys Best Bitter.
Finally, The New Beach Club is a family-friendly social club nestling under the sea wall in Pett
Level. It is run by members for members and is not a profit-making facility. However, we have
noticed an increase in non-members using the club over the last few weeks which is something
the club welcomes and encourages. However, to be fair to club members, and to comply with
licensing laws, we will be commencing regular membership checks from Monday 16th
September. It would be helpful if members can bring their club membership cards when visiting
the club or ID that can be checked against the membership list. Please note that non-members
cannot be served alcohol and may be refused entry to the club. This is for the benefit of members
and we ask that you respect the Club Committee Members and Bar Staff should they request
details from you.
Thank you in advance for your co-operation and we look forward to seeing you at the Club
soon. The Committee; info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk; 01424 812080
23
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD - CHAIR
The September council meeting was preceded by a public meeting about
Neighbourhood Watch (NHW). Presentations from officers of Rother NHW
gave an overview of what NHW is and how it operates, as well as hints on how
to stay safe and insights into some of the various scams that operate, not only
over the telephone and the Internet, but also on the doorstep.
For NHW to operate most effectively in Pett, it would be good to have a coordinator (or perhaps
several) to cover groups of houses, although you can join NHW individually and receive
information about crime in the area and advice on what you can do to help reduce it. To join, go
to http://www.rothernhw.co.uk/index32.html. If you are interested in learning more about
becoming a coordinator, then contact the Chairman of Rother NHW, whose email address is
given on the same web page. In the meantime, Tim Rothwell has agreed to act as a
communications facilitator.
Another aspect of security, which can help reduce doorstep scams is for Pett to become a ‘No
Cold Calling’ zone. The council is looking into how this can be achieved, but, if you are in favour
of making the whole of Pett and Pett Level a ‘No Cold Calling’ zone, then we will probably be
asking your opinion, probably via the website, the Facebook page and the Parish News. There is,
however, nothing stop individual properties displaying a ‘No Cold calling’ notice (more details
from http://www.rothernhw.co.uk/index31.html). However, you may be disappointed to learn
that it does not stop political canvassing or religious proselytising.
At the council meeting itself, it was agreed to make a contribution to the setting up of the Archive
Resource Centre (ARC), as indeed the parish councils of Fairlight and Guestling and Three Oaks
have also done. Also to contribute to the cost of a second ‘speed gun’ for Community
SpeedWatch. In that context, I am disappointed that, while there are volunteers from both other
parishes, still no one in Pett has responded to my appeal for volunteers, even though SpeedWatch
is operating in the parish. Please remember that this is Community SpeedWatch.
As always, the council considered various planning applications. It was noted that the change of
use application for The Smuggler (to a doctor’s surgery and café) had been approved by the
Rother Planning Committee. It is not clear at present what the current status is of the application
to make The Smuggler a Community Asset.
All those living along Pett Road and Chick Hill will have received a notice about the night-time
closure of the road. Through the good offices of Councillor Keith Glazier, we have learned that
the work involves jetting out the surface water drainage system to clear any blockages. It is a pity
that Highways could not have included this information on their hand-out as there was some
concern that we might again experience the noise problems that occurred at night during the road
resurfacing last year.
Finally, the council is working to correct the various issues raised by the safety reports on the
Recreation Field and the Playground. Some of the repairs have already been completed, but you
will be pleased to know that none of the equipment is unsafe.
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NATURE NOTES – ALAN KENWORTHY
I found a new fly last month. It was sitting on a wild carrot flower and there was something
striking about it that made me get the camera and take some photographs. When I opened up the
Facebook group to try and identify the fly, there was a picture of an identical fly with the comment
‘This is the 8th or 9th record we’ve had this year – mostly from Devon and Cornwall and one
from Sussex. It is new to the UK this year.’ So my fly was only the 9th or 10th record for the
UK and the second for Sussex. The fly goes by the name of Ectophasia crassipennis. It doesn’t
have a common name. Its traditional range has been in southern Europe and the warmer parts of
central Europe but it now appears to be expanding its range, or moving its range farther north
due to the acceleration of global warming (which is now often called global heating to emphasize
just how serious it is).
The fly Ectophasia crassipennis, is a tachinid fly. This is a large
group of flies (about 270 species in the UK) that parasitize other
species. They are parasitoids, rather than parasites – the
difference being that parasitoids kill or fatally weaken their hosts
whereas parasites take resources from their hosts but don’t kill
them (like the stylops I described in a previous Nature Notes).
Some tachinids parasitize butterfly or moth caterpillars, but this
species parasitizes hemiptera, for example, shield bugs. They lay
their eggs on the back of the insect where they can’t be reached
and when the larvae hatch they burrow into the insect and eat it
from the inside.
Incidentally, on a recent trip to Braunton Burrows in Devon to survey bumblebees we found
another tachinid fly – Tachina grossa – it is the biggest and ugliest fly I have ever seen, as big as
a bumblebee and being black and hairy, also resembles one. That particular fly lays eggs on hairy
caterpillars like the oak eggar moth with eventually fatal consequences for the moth.
I seem to have seen more hornets in the garden recently. Normally we get the occasional one
preying on the wasps eating windfall apples, but recently I have regularly seen one hunting round
our meadow area. A week or two back we put out the moth trap to see what late summer species
were about. Imagine my surprise when I looked in the trap the following morning and found
more than a dozen hornets in there. This made emptying the trap a much more hazardous task
than usual. They were all a bit dopey and most flew off as I pulled the egg boxes out. A couple
of them ran out of energy and subsequently died, but judging by the moth wings in the bottom of
the trap, none of them had gone hungry during the night. Seeing so many hornets, as well as the
hornet rove beetle I described in last month’s column, suggests that there was a colony nearby,
possibly in the wooded area at the bottom of Elm Lane as that is the direction I have seen them
fly towards.
As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will have photos of
all the species mentioned above – a regular photo-fest.

27

28

HOUSE SPIDER - MICHAEL BLENCOW - SWT
Be afraid, be VERY afraid!
If you’re looking for a balanced article about house
spiders being misunderstood animals that actually
help to keep our homes free of flies, then you’re
dealing with the wrong man. My name’s Michael
and I’m arachnophobic. I know, I know. It’s
completely irrational. They are totally harmless.
So why, when I find all other animals wonderful,
do these eight-legged arthropods make me so
terrified that even typing their name sends an
involuntary shiver down my spine?
Is my fear, as evolutionary psychologists believe, an inbuilt self-preservation instinct inherited
from the cavemen? Is it a response conditioned by a spider-fearing society? Or is it just because
spiders have those creepy, long, hairy legs? All I know is, after researching this article, I’ll be
sleeping with the lights on ‘til Christmas. I understand that some animals out there actually do
have big teeth and need to be feared and respected but they can be cleverly avoided by not going
snorkelling at night in the upper Amazon basin. There is no avoiding spiders. They will find you
in the one place you thought was safe. Your home.
There are many spider species which have the audacity to swan into our homes uninvited but the
real monsters belong to the genus Tegenaria – the house spiders. These spiders love dark, cool
places so when humans invented ‘indoors’ they happily followed us inside. There’s an easy way
to identify the Tegenaria spiders. If you’re hyperventilating, swearing and sobbing while stood
on a chair then you’ve found one.
There are five Tegenaria species but the big daddy of the bunch is Tegenaria parietina, also
known as The Cardinal Spider (named after Cardinal Wolsey, who apparently lived in fear of
one of the eight-legged horrors of Hampton Court creeping up his cassock). Its leg span can reach
a whopping five inches.
Tegenaria are most active in the autumn. The mature males scuttle scarily along the skirting board
looking for a bigger, even more frightening female. After mating, he dies and then she eats him.
A simple relationship but suitably horrific. She’ll then saunter around your house, giving you a
minor heart attack as she passes by, before finding somewhere dark and cool to hole up until she
lays her eggs in the spring. So, to all the spider-lovers out there who come to our rescue with a
glass and a bit of card, I salute you. To the rest of us, I have no words of consolation. Oh, and
while you were reading this, I think I saw a really big one crawling behind your sofa.
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats throughout
The picture of the house spider used in this article is the copyright of Jeremy Early of the
Sussex Wildlife Trust
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PETT LEVEL INDEPENDENT RESCUE BOAT (PLIRB)
October already! The chill in the air and swell to the tide means the season’s
changed … and so too has our crew, as we’ve had to say “bon voyage” to
crew member Isaac. Isaac has now left us after over five years to take up a
career in the Merchant Navy. We’re so proud to have been part of his career
journey and wish him well.
In his stead, a new volunteer has joined us on base crew and we’re hoping that two of our trainee
volunteers will prove they’ve met the standards needed to become full crew when they take part
in their upcoming assessment weekend. If you’d like to find out about volunteering with us,
please do get in touch via our website or social.
Saying goodbye to summer means we’ve also finished off a
busy season of fundraising out in the community. We’d like to
say a huge thank you to everyone who’s contributed to our
running costs by supporting us at community events.
These events included a very successful live music event at the
Two Sawyers in Pett, which was organised specifically to
fundraise for Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat. Many thanks to Gary Fellows, Mike
Raxworthy (organisers), and the staff and customers of the Two Sawyers for making this happen
for us. We don’t know the full amount raised yet but are hoping to pay this generosity forward to benefit the wider community and support our actions as community First Aiders - by using the
funds raised at this live music event to buy a defibrillator to install at the boathouse.
With fundraising for the defibrillator and a boost to our running costs taken care of, our next
focus is on an essential upgrade to our service’s communications system. This will cost around
£5,000 so we’re launching a new fundraising page to help us raise this amount. If you’d like to
know more, please follow our blog and social media for news of our Communications Campaign.
And finally, a last call for items for Barbara’s charity shed, alongside the boathouse. Barbara
raises a fantastic amount of money for us each year with her charity stall, and is currently in need
of small, saleable items (but no furniture or clothing, thank you). The stall will continue for the
next few weeks before wrapping up for winter, so if you have anything to donate, please pop it
down to Barbara any Sunday morning.
Until next month then, as the nights draw in and our coastline displays its autumn tones and tides,
please take care and stay beach aware from all of us here at Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat.
Remember, you can stay in contact with us across the month through our website
https://plirb.com or our social media: Twitter @PLIRBRescue and Facebook
@PettLevelRescueBoat.
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DIFFERENT GIVING
Caring and Sharing East Sussex was set up as a charity about thirty years ago.
It supports 18 fairly small projects in South America, Africa, India and Belarus
and Romania (projects which do not receive a lot of help from elsewhere).
The principle of giving to the projects is: “Live more simply that others may simply live”. This
means that a donor is asked to give a small amount of money by cutting down a bit on what is
spent each week on oneself. In 2017/18 a total of £63,257 was raised for the projects but, sadly,
the yearly sum was once much more and has been decreasing over recent years.
The method of giving is that there are small groups all over East Sussex (and a few elsewhere)
and each group collects money and chooses which project to support. The group has a
representative who sends the money to one of four members of the Management Committee (on
a regional basis) who sends it on to the Treasurer with a clear account of which project is to be
supported.
Giving is difficult sometimes when there are so many worthwhile charities asking for support but
donors are, perhaps, more ready to give if the process of giving is made easier. We have noticed
that more people nowadays prefer to give regularly by Standing Order or Direct Debit or perhaps
transfer larger sums now and again direct from bank to bank. A donor giving in this way will
not need to be part of a local group but could be. It is important that the Treasurer knows which
project the donation is intended to reach.
Why have I written in the magazine about all this? It is because there may be potential donors
reading this who might be encouraged by the choice of ways to contribute.
Our small group in Pett (there are five of us) supports Fundatia New Life in Romania. This
project is a house called Amara House where young men live. They were rejected as very young
children by their families because they were disabled mentally and physically and they have been
cared for at Amara House ever since. We contribute an average £30 each month. The total given
by Caring and Sharing East Sussex to the project in 2017/18 was £6913.
If you would like to find out about the other projects do ask me.
SO why would anyone want to contribute to Caring and Sharing?
1. Because it supports needy people in countries less prosperous than our own.
2. Because the money you give goes to the project. Any administration costs are paid out of a
separate fund.
3. Because our Management Committee checks up on what is actually going on in the projects.
4. Because you can give as little as you like and each very small amount counts.
Angela Hawksley
Secretary, Caring and Sharing East Sussex
angela.hawksley3@gmail.com
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PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 2 SEPTEMBER
2019 – A FEW ISSUES
The Pett Village Hall Management Committee held one of their regular
meetings on 2 September and thought it would be helpful to report on a
few of the issues that were discussed.
FINANCES
Richard Smith, the Treasurer, reported that the Committee’s finances were in a healthy state.
There is £5,832 in the current account and £23,763 in the deposit account. We are also fortunate
to have access to funds from the 500 Club and the generous donations by Chris and Robin Hutt
in respect of the use of the Village Hall car park and toilets by visitors on their open garden days.
Richard is arranging for the accounts to be audited independently and the outcome reported to
the Charity Commission in due course.
The insurance cover for the village hall has been renewed, and now most users will be covered
by the Hall’s Public Liability Insurance. It will no longer be necessary for them to have their own
separate cover. If users are in any doubt as to whether they are covered by the hall’s insurance,
they should contact Richard Smith.
EXPENDITURE
Because of the encouraging financial situation, the Committee are able to make improvements to
the hall. This year superfast WiFi has been installed and a sound system, using the existing
speakers, has been put in the main hall (with grateful thanks to Chris Saint for arranging and
fitting this).
An order has been placed with Rectory Interiors (after a tendering exercise) for window blinds
and a curtain (over the door leading to the outside space) to be put into the main hall. These
should be installed in the next few weeks.
The Committee have agreed to have the floor in the main hall sanded and resurfaced and this will
be done in the weekend after Christmas.
Following an Energy Saving Review to be The Committee have decided to go ahead with a
scheme to replace the existing lighting with LED at an initial cost of £3,300 but with a saving of
£550 per annum.
BOOKINGS
We are able to fund the above improvements mainly because of the number of bookings the hall
receives. Last financial year there were nearly 1,000 bookings overall. There are only a few days
between now and Christmas when the hall is not in use. Bookings are coming in regularly for
2020 and indeed 2021.
FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNITY EVENTS
At the Committee’s meeting in July, the idea of a Burns Night Supper on 25 January, to mark
Village Halls Week, was raised. After some consultation, especially with Pett WI, it is clear that
there is not a great deal of support for the proposal and the Committee have decided not to go
ahead with it.
The Committee consider that community events are more effectively organised by others. We
are always very pleased to receive ideas for such events and will give maximum support to them
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including favourable hire rates, ensuring widespread publicity and providing practical help. We
see our prime role as being financial custodians of the hall and ensuring it is maintained properly
and its facilities improved where possible.
I would like to thank my colleagues for all their hard work and Lue and Richard Cooke who do
such a wonderful job in keeping the hall in pristine condition. That is always commented on by
users and potential users of the hall. And above all I would like to thank hall users for their
continuing support and understanding on those occasions, hopefully not too frequent, when
things do not always go as smoothly as we would like!
Tim Rothwell
Chair and Bookings Manager, Pett Village Hall Management Committee.
September 2019.
A more detailed version of this report, with information on the costs of improvements, can be
found on the Home Page of Pett on the Net and the Pett Facebook page.

RICHARD’S RUMINATIONS - THE RECTOR, RICHARD BARRON
It was a beautiful summer’s day. I was admiring the view, basking in the warmth of the sun and
thinking how much it felt like a taste of heaven. Now I know not everyone believes in heaven,
but it seems a great shame if we’ve got nothing better to look forward to. Personally, I gain great
encouragement from Jesus who said very clearly that heaven exists and if we can’t trust Him,
who can we trust? He even said that He came from heaven, would return to heaven and would
come back to take others with Him. I look forward to that, I hope you do too? But it can raise the
question, who gets into heaven?
I once heard a conversation between two ladies that went something like this. One said, ‘I can’t
understand why someone who has lived a good, respectable life shouldn’t stand a better chance
of getting into heaven than a convicted criminal, or a disreputable person.’
The other lady replied, ‘Well, suppose we wanted to go to a concert where a ticket cost £80, you
had £60 and I had nothing. Which of us would stand the better chance of getting in?’
‘Neither’ said the first one.
‘Exactly’, said the other lady. ‘So the respectable person stands no better chance of getting into
heaven than the disreputable person.’
‘But then suppose a very kind person came along and gave us genuine tickets for the concert.
Then we would both get in regardless of whether we deserved the tickets or not.’
The point is Jesus is that very kind person. He sees that we want to get into heaven, but we can’t
do it ourselves. So He offers us a ticket, all we have to do is accept.
‘However, the respectable person must be very careful that their ‘£60 worth of goodness’ doesn’t
make them feel too proud to accept the free ticket that Jesus offers, otherwise they will miss out.’
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PETT CHURCH NEWS – MERIAL DEASY & ANGELA HAWKSLEY
HARVEST FESTIVAL
This will take place on Sunday 13th October at 9.30am and donations of produce will be very
welcome.
We will serve tea and coffee at the end of the service and will auction all the perishable produce,
the proceeds of which will be sent to Farm Africa. The non-perishable produce will be donated
to Family Support Work.
Please come and join us.
RISKS
There is a lot more talk of risks nowadays. I just want to offer reassurance to all that in Pett
Church we take seriously any risks which may be faced by congregations or parishioners.
Within the risks is, of course, the risk of abuse to children and vulnerable adults. This is taken
very seriously in this Diocese and members of the Parochial Churh Council and others have
received information and training.
Our insurers, Ecclesiastical Insurance, have sent a lot of guidance on other risks, such as fire. We
have complied with most of the requirements and are planning to fill in any gaps as soon as
possible. I was inclined to be sceptical about fire risk but reading what the insurers say and,
perhaps more importantly, learning of the fire at The George in Rye, I now do take it very
seriously.
There was a recent inspection of all these parish provisions when the Diocese checked that we
were complying with requirements and I am glad to say that the Diocese was satisfied with what
we are doing in Pett.
If you have any queries about any of this do get in touch with me.
TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES
It is important for you to know that starting on SUNDAY 3rd NOVEMBER the first service in
the month will start at 10.30am.
The main reason for this change is that on the first Sunday in the month the Fairlight organist and
choir attend our service and it will be easier for them as the mornings become dark and wintry to
come to church at 10.30am.
Some people consider changing the time of a service very difficult to accept and theologically
dangerous…a bit like the ordination of women or gay marriages. BUT we are only trying it out
and will look at it again when the days are getting longer.
REGISTERS
September 8th

Baptism

Poppy Godfrey
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RYE HARBOUR QUILT 2020

A fabulous, hand-crafted quilt of 30 squares, depicting wildlife and local landmarks of Rye
Harbour has been created to celebrate 50 years of Rye Harbour Nature Reserve in 2020 and to
raise funds for our Discovery Centre.
Anne Yates, Amanda Martin and Jenny Willsher have masterminded the design and the
construction of the quilt, with many other volunteers providing the square images in various
forms of needlework.
There is a raffle - 50 prizes to be drawn on the 15th March - the anniversary of when the first Rye
Harbour Nature Reserve warden started work in 1970.
Tickets - £1 each in books of five can be bought at the nature reserve information cabins, by post
(cheque payable to Sussex Wildlife Trust - include your email and we will let you know your
numbers - Quilt Raffle, 2 Watch Cottages, Winchelsea Beach TN36 4LU).
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347 BUS TIMETABLE
Pett to Hastings

Mondays to Fridays

SCH
Pett, Chick Hill
08:19
Pett, Church
08:22
Guestling Green School
08:29
Guestling, The White Hart 08:34
Ore, The Kings Head
08:38
Ore Post Office
08:40
Milward Road Manor Road 08:45
Hastings, Queens Road
Hastings, Harold Place
08:49
Hastings, Rail Station
08:51
Fairlight Glen
Fairlight, Cove Hotel
Pett Level

HOLS
08:26
08:29
08:34
08:38
08:40
08:45

10:12
10:15

12:17
12:20

14:02
14:05

10:20
10:24
10:26
10:30
10:35

12:25
12:29
12:31
12:35
12:40

14:10
14:14
14:16
14:20
14:25

15:50
15:54
15:56
16:00
16:05

15:55
15:59

08:49
08:51

08:26
08:29

14:02
14:05

08:34
08:38
08:40
08:45

14:10
14:14
14:16
14:20
14:25

09:52
09:57

11:57
12:02

15:22
15:27

08:49
08:51
16:03
16:09
16:15

Hastings to Pett
Hastings, Rail Stop E
Queens Road, opp
Priory Meadow Stop N
Milward Road Manor Road
Ore Post Office
Ore, The Kings Head
Guestling, The White Hart
Guestling School
Pett, Church
Pett, Chick Hill

Saturdays
HOLS SCH
15:42 15:47
15:45 15:50

Mondays to Fridays
HOLS SCH
13:30 15:10 15:10
09:45
09:50
09:55
09:57
10:01

11:50
11:55
12:00
12:02
12:06

13:35
13:40
13:45
13:47
13:51

15:15
15:20
15:25
15:27
15:31

10:06
10:09

12:11
12:14

13:56
13:59

15:36
15:39

15:15
15:20
15:25
15:27
15:31
15:34
15:42
15:45

Saturdays

16:40
06:45

17:40
17:45
17:50
17:52
17:56
18:01
18:04

09:45
09:50

11:50
11:55

13:30

15:10

13:35
13:40
13:45
13:47
13:51

15:15
15:20

13:56
13:59

16:40
16:45

17:40
17:45
17:50
17:52
17:56
18:01
18:04

SCH School Days Only
HOLS School Holidays Only

We have transcribed the above timetables from those provided by Stagecoach. If
you spot any errors or know of any changes then please let us know.
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BECOME A FRIEND OF THE ARC
[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other
Forename(s)
Family Name
Address

Postcode
Home Phone

Mobile

Email
Signature

Date

I would like to become a Friend of The ARC
I am paying my contribution of £________ By BACS to:
Sort Code 60-02-07 Account 59634995
(BACS Ref is your name, but please complete and return
form)
I enclose a donation of £________ Please make cheques
payable to: ARCHIVE RESOURCE CENTRE
Return form to: The Treasurer, Archive Resource Centre,
Pett Village Hall, Pett Road, Pett, Hastings TN35 4HD
- THANK YOU _________________________________________________________________
We will only use your personal details above for contact purposes and to provide
information. They are kept for our records only and will not be shared with others
without your consent. Let us know if you wish to receive a copy of our ARC Privacy
Policy.
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INTRODUCING THE

Saturday 12th October 1 – 4
pm
Pett Village Hall

Light Refreshments Available

The ARC presents…

• Displays of archive photos and artefacts
• The ARC’s purpose explained
• Archive film and oral history tape
• Contributions from across the three parishes
• See the ARC’s future home
• Help us by becoming a FRIEND of the ARC
_____________________________________________________
Bring along your local history items!
Your stories matter – Let’s get the ARC afloat!

