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Dear Readers
As I write this, Spring has well and truly arrived in Pett, with stunning displays of daffodils
throughout the village over the past few weeks; the fruit trees have started to blossom and, on a walk
to Market Wood, it was lovely to see the bluebells emerging.
But, let us not be lulled into a false sense of bucolic security - as we report on page 5, there has sadly
been a spate of crime incidents in the village, so please be vigilant and report anything suspicious to
the police. It would be good to have a Neighbourhood Watch scheme, but obviously that requires a lot
of organisation and folk willing to step forward to help. What do people think?
Don’t forget the elections to the Pett Parish Council on the 2nd May - details of all candidates standing
for election are given on pages 9-10.
We also have the Flower Festival at the church in June and the theme this year is ‘Our Favourite
Things’ and David Penfold gives an update on the Pett & District Horticultural Society Flower Show
and Fayre which will take place on Saturday 27th July.
Finally, thank you for your comments on our partnership with Guestling Bradshaw School to design a
spring cover for the magazine. We have received many lovely comments. Hopefully we will continue
to work with the school to produce further seasonal covers in the future.

Best Wishes, John
THE NEWS TEAM ARE: Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710 080148
Sarah Adams, Deputy Editor & Distribution, 01424 812323
John Case, Assistant Editor 01424 812224 or 07525032198
Brenda Kirkham, Subscriptions, 01424 815022
Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206
And not forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers
SUBSCRIPTIONS
If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then
we offer a Subscription Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email
beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk
DEADLINES:
Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of each month.
Adverts (new, changes, payments)
- MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month.
COPY
Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten
please contact us first otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and
phone number. When submitting letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals,
either directly or by implication. No letter will be published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole
discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received.
Pett & Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every
reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither
the publishers or the news team can be held responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless
otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors of the individual letters, articles,
announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the publishers or the news
team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this
publication.
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Crime Wave in Pett
Unfortunately we have recently suffered something of a crime wave in Pett and Pett Level.
Where appropriate, details have been published on Pett on the Net and the Pett Facebook Page.
Incidents include the following:
1. A Royal Mail old style phone box was stolen from French Court Farm on Monday 25 March.
There was also an attempt to break into a vehicle at the property.
2. A number of suspicious-looking individuals have been seen loitering in Pett and Pett Level. On
occasions, the individuals have made enquiries about renting outbuildings at local farms.
3. There was an attempt to break into a vehicle parked on a drive in Pett Road on the evening of 5
April.
4. On the same evening, two motorbikes were stolen from premises in Pett Road. At the time of
writing, one bike has been recovered and two men are under arrest for the thefts.
5. A young woman, being booked in by a Grandma or Great Aunt to have quiet study time, has left
two local B&Bs after a stay without paying. She has also targeted a B&B in Northiam with the
same scam. She has no car, arrives with a small pink case and goes by the name of Catherine,
Sally or Holly. She has a large gap between her front teeth.
All these incidents have been reported to the police.
It is important that we all remain vigilant, look out for our neighbours and their property, and report
anything suspicious to the police. It has been suggested that a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme for Pett
and Pett Level be established – perhaps this is something the new Pett Parish Council should consider
when it starts work after the forthcoming election.

Pett, Fairlight and Guestling
Community Speed Watch
Is looking for volunteers for Pett.
If you can spare the odd hour and would like to
help remind drivers to keep within the speed limit
please contact Liz Green at:liz.green139@hotmail.com
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL – DAVID PENFOLD, CHAIR
Just a short report this month as the election approaches and the council has not met in
April.
As far as the election is concerned (and we are to have one), you will find details
elsewhere in this issue. All I wish to say here is to urge people to vote.
Next, my apologies for a few typographic errors in last month’s report. I can only plead
that I was writing it after the Parish meeting to meet a deadline of the following morning.
However, I should have checked it more carefully.
Not a lot has been happening in the last few weeks. The council has confirmed that it has
no objections to the ‘re-routing’ of the footpath at French Court Farm, so that the approved
route is what has been used for over 50 years. The planned planting around the War
Memorial has taken place and the first 50 copies of The Fallen of Pett, the story of the
WW1 fallen named on the memorial with some information about the restoration, have
been purchased or donated. Another 50 have been printed and are available. Any profit
will go towards the maintenance of the memorials and to appropriate charities. I say
memorials in the plural because it is planned to add additional names to the memorial in
the Methodist Chapel.
Whether I will be writing this report next month is in the hands of the electors and the
parish AGM. So, my thanks to all who have helped me over the last two and a half years,
in particular my fellow councillors and the clerk.

The Fallen of Pett: Book Now Available
The Fallen of Pett by David Breakell and Martin King is now
available, price £12, plus £2.00 postage and packing. Once
production costs have been covered, all proceeds will go to
charity.
The book is a historical memoir of the War Memorial at Pett
and of the men it honours. It is respectfully dedicated to the
men from Pett and Pett Level who gave their lives in two
world wars and the families they left behind.
Details on how to purchase a copy can be obtained from Dr
David Penfold, Edgerton Publishing Services, Jasmine
Cottage, Elm Lane, Pett, Hastings TN35 4JD, UK
Email : penfold@eps-edge.demon.co.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 1424 813003; +44 (0) 7850 058544
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Pett Parish Council Elections 2nd May 2019

Everyone of voting age and on the electoral register, will have the opportunity to vote and
select the members of Pett Parish Council on the 2nd May. The council is made up of a
maximum of 7 local residents of Pett and Pett Level. There are 8 people standing: some of
whom are current members of the council; some who are previous council members and some
who will be new to the council world. Those who receive the most votes will become the new
members of the parish council for the next four years. The first meeting of the new council
will be Tuesday 21st May 7.30pm at the village hall. Being a parish councillor is a voluntary
unpaid role so please support the council by voting and attending the regular meetings- dates
available from the website pettnet.org.uk . These are the eight residents standing – in
alphabetical order.

Alan Crouch
Alan and his family are residents of Pett Level. He is a working member of the parish council
who draws on his knowledge working with Rush Witt and Wilson and his involvement with
the Pett Sports Association. He has is currently the Vice Chairman of the parish council.

Judith Dean
My family and I have lived in Pett Level for over 40 years. After retiring from teaching a few
years ago I became a parish councillor. My main areas of interest are the maintenance of our
excellent footpath system, the Pett allotments (I was a founder member) and the sustainable
protection of our rural environment.

Andrew Dunlop
I have lived and worked in Pett my whole life. I studied farming, land management and
drainage at Plumpton College for 3 years and have since gained over 45 years’ experience
putting that into practice at Lunsford Farm and within the village.
I have a particular interest in conservation, as the farm is within the AONB, SSSI and part of
the Higher Tier Countryside Stewardship Scheme for environmentally significant sites.
I enjoy strong links with the local community, as Chairman of the Pett Cricket Club and I host
regular educational visits for local schools and RSCPA Mallydams.
I previously served on the Parish Council for 30 years, half of that time as Chairman. If
elected, I welcome the opportunity to serve you again, to share my practical knowledge and
experience and help shape our community in the future.

John Leeson
On our early retirement, my wife and I looked for a small, attractive village near Rye and
Hastings. We looked at several villages and several houses. We chose Pett because of its
situation in relation to those two towns and because it is a well-kept, pretty and very friendly
village. I am very keen to contribute to keeping Pett attractive and well kept.
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Pett Parish Council Elections 2nd May 2019
David Penfold
David Penfold has lived in Pett for almost 20 years, been a councillor for four years (chair
for over two). He has a PhD in Engineering Materials Science and has worked in publishing
and printing for many years, including teaching at the University of the Arts London. He
still publishes, teaches occasionally, is involved in international standards development and,
locally, is publicity officer for the Pett Flower Show.

Tim Rothwell
I lived in Rye from 1958 to 1967 and attended Rye Primary and Grammar Schools. I
currently run the Rye Old Scholars website.
My career was spent in Human Resources (HR) Management as Head of HR for a London
Borough and then as an employee relations adviser/consultant for local government.
We moved to Pett in 2014. I am currently Chair of and Bookings Manager for Pett Village
Hall Management Committee and manage the Pett Parish Council website and Facebook
page.

Stuart Ware
Stuart and his family are residents of Pett. He is currently a primary/secondary school
teacher. As a current member of the council he has been able to draw on this experience and
his experience as an architect. He led the refurbishment of the Sports Pavilion and is still an
executive officer for Pett Sports Association and is very involved with cricket on the
recreation ground.

Mike Wilkins
I have lived in the village for about ten years and have been involved in several local
activities including past Chair of the Allotments Association. I am currently Editor of Pett &
Pett Level News, treasurer of a Hastings based charity and a parish councillor. I am
interested in community involvement, the great outdoors and seeing the world.

As the new clerk to Pett Parish I would like to thank all the current members of the council
for their help since I joined the council in the autumn of 2017.
I wish all the candidates the very best of luck!
Mary Philo –Clerk to Pett Parish Council
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PETT WI Report by Belinda Wood
And still our membership grows – so much
now that as of early April we were only able
to take two more to our group which means
a waiting list will soon come into
operation!
Thank you to everyone who
continues to support our vibrant and
friendly group.

Big Village Lunch to be held at Pett Village
Hall on Sunday 2 June. Tickets will be on
sale via our Secretary/Treasurer Jane
Sweaney as of 1st May and also from our
fab friends at The Butcher Shop and Tic Toc
Hairdressers. Entry is £10,
Your ticket
price includes entertainment from the very
talented local singer Sammy-Lou (who also
made the final 100 of the X-Factor!) and
helping yourself to our now famous Pett
Women’s Institute Feast of Puddings! You
just need to bring with you your plate,
cutlery, glass, drink and main meal. We will
also provide the welcome, camaraderie and
fun that we are known for and a grand raffle
too - and if there are any individuals or
companies who would like to donate a prize
we would love to hear from you. Proceeds
of the event including the raffle go to local
good causes and our WI funds too! A
reminder that this event is not just open to
our WI members but the whole
communities around and about. But please
be quick – with just 90 tickets available and
nearly 50 in our membership alone these are
going to be the hottest tickets in town (or
rather the village!!)

At our March meeting Alison Mathias from
Alison Wonderland Photography gave us an
interesting insight into how she became
passionate about digital photography and
shared many tips with us as well as putting
on pop-up photo studio which proved very
entertaining!
At the time of writing this report we were
looking forward to hearing from members
Sharon Sellens, supporter of Rye & District
Dementia Action Alliance and fellow
committee member Sally Watson talking
about deaf awareness. At our next meeting
on Wednesday 15th May we welcome
Trudy Smith from the Chain Lane Bakery
Company who will be giving us a cake
decorating masterclass. The keen bakers
amongst us are being asked to bring along
their own homemade apple pies for judging
by Trudy (and then sampling by the
membership massive!) We will then be
asking the winner to kindly bake the same
recipe again but this time for the East
Sussex Federation of Women's Institute's
centenary garden party event this July at
Fairlight Hall when county-wide WIs will
be meeting and during which the ultimate
Apple Pie contest will be judged! Come on
Pett we can do this!

Contact us at pettwi@outlook.com or our
social media pages to find out more about
getting a ticket to the BVL, donating a raffle
prize or becoming a member. Also please
contact us if you have an interest/skill that
you think would make a worthy talk for one
of our meetings. We'd love to hear from
you!

Our events team now are focusing on plans
for our biggest event of the year the 8th Pett
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Pett Women’s Institute presents

THE 8TH PETT
BIG VILLAGE LUNCH
- SUNDAY 2 JUNE 12.30 – 3.30pm at Pett Village Hall
with the fabulous

SAMMY-LOU
£10 per person
Children under 14 free (must have a ticket and be accompanied by an adult)

You bring: main course food/drink, glass, plate, cutlery
We provide: the entertainment and the now famous
Pett WI Feast of Puddings!

Tickets available from Tic Toc Hairdressers
or at The Butcher Shop
13

14

On the Beach at Pett Level
Hi Everyone,
The Mad March Hospice Quiz held on 25th March raised £160 for St Michael’s Hospice. Well done to all who
attended the event.
We have had great live music from Revox, and our first Saturday night gig saw us dancing the night away with
the brilliant Justine. We would like to thank the Rye Community Bus for
providing transport for some of our members to and from the Club. This was a successful trial and we are
looking at making this a regular option.
Our new ‘Happy Hours’ has been well received. We are now open 5pm onwards during the week.
Forthcoming events:
Saturday 27th Apr : LIVE MUSIC from LOOSE CHANGE - 8pm
•
Sunday 28th April : CLUB AGM, 10 for 10.30am start
•
Sunday 12th May : LIVE MUSIC from LOS TWANGUEROS - 3pm
•
Our regular event dates for May:
Quiz Night Every Monday evening 8pm start.
•
Happy Hours Monday to Friday 5 to 7pm.
•
Guest Ales £2.50 a pint Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday (lunchtime & after 7pm)
•
Free Pool every Wednesday evening 6.30pm onwards
•
Bingo Thursday 25th April, 9th & 23rd May. Eyes down at 7.30pm
•
£5 Curry/Chilli Night Bingo Nights only
•
Our Annual AGM will be held on Sunday, 28th April, doors open at 10 for a 10.30am start. Please see the
posters in the Club for further information. Memberships are now due for renewal and new members are always
welcome.
We would like to thank everyone for their continued support. We look forward to seeing you all soon.
The Committee
info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk Tel: 01424 812080

NEW BEACH SEA ANGLING CLUB
At last I have some angling news to bring you. On Sunday 7th April we held our first competition of the new
season. Eleven of our members went to sea in five boats in misty but fairly calm conditions. Catches were
mainly of plaice with a few whiting and tub gurnards. The plaice are still a bit on the thin side but provide good
sport on light tackle. Once they have spawned in December/January they loose a lot of their weight and it takes
a couple of months for them to start fattening up. Best fish of the day was a 1lb 7oz tub gurnard landed by Brian
Lee. At the weigh-in it was a very close call to decide the outcome as Pete Drew and Mick Goswell both
recorded the same weight (9lb 9oz) to finish in equal second position but the eventual winner was Mark Farley
with a fine catch of mainly plaice weighing 12lb 11oz. Our next competition is on Sunday 21st April so why not
pop down and watch us come ashore and weigh in our catches. There is usually a bit of harmless banter on the
patio while we embrace our first pint and the chance of some very fresh fish in return for some beer tokens. Well
that's it for this edition so as always tight lines and stay safe.
Pete Drew (Chairman)
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Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat
April has arrived, along with breathtaking tides and
majestic beaches. The season’s already keeping us on
our toes with some extreme shingle shifts making
launch and recovery of our boats quite an adventure
every time!

But primarily, being able to helmet-cam recordings of
the cliffs and the dangerous beach areas along the
coastline will especially support our safety awareness
work. The tourist season has barely begun but already,
during a recent Sunday training session, the crew had
to patrol the beach and signal to a family to turn back,
as they were heading straight towards a dangerous area
below the cliffs and an incoming tide. Thankfully they
acted on the advice given and no further action was
needed, but it reminds us that having footage of these
dangers could be helpful for situation prevention too.

So what’s been happening since our last update? We’ve
certainly been busy with training, especially as we
managed to get our extra night training exercise in
before last month’s clock change. As well as the
general aim of ensuring our trainees experience launch
and recovery in the dark, we had a particular rescue
focus on casualty retrieval. Despite the cold and dark
down at the far end of the beach, one of our
experienced crew members volunteered to be the ‘live’
casualty. The rest of the team then had to carry out a
search and rescue exercise, which included a mockfirst aid scenario. The evening highlighted how
valuable it is to practice our skills in all types of
situations and, although it was successful, we
identified further learning points for future training and
several resource needs for after-dark rescues.

And with the tourist season’s upon us, the good news is
that Barbara’s charity shed is now open for 2019. If
anyone has any good, saleable items to donate, they
will be gratefully received for helping us raise valuable
funds. Across the last year, Barbara has raised over
£3,000 for us, so please support the charity shed with
donations or by popping down for a browse and a buy.
Speaking of fundraising, we’re also working hard
preparing for our earlier-than-usual Open Day on
Sunday 26th May 2019 at 12.00 noon. Plans are
underway, with committee members busy organising
activities and co-ordinating prize donations. If any of
the Pett community businesses would like to donate
prizes or run a stall on the day, we’d love to hear from
you. Just as importantly though, we’d love to see you
there.

This month has also seen the Pett Level Independent
Rescue Boat Annual General Meeting take place, with
the majority of our Trustees, Committee, boat and base
volunteers attending. All aspects of our performance as
a volunteer rescue service and charity were discussed
and, in all, it was confirmed that it’s been a busy but
great year for us. The AGM marked a bit of a
milestone, as our stalwart Chair David Martin stood
down at the end of his recent two-year stint at the
helm. We’re so grateful to David for his tireless work
on behalf of the PLIRB and thankfully he’s remaining
as a dedicated committee member. The role of Chair
was handed over to Fiona Johnson, who’s not only
been part of the committee for several years, but also
plays an active role in all aspects of the crew and
committee’s work. We’re very glad to welcome Fiona
into the role of Chair.

In the meantime though, enjoy the definite sense of
spring in the air, but please stay mindful of this
very changeable weather and the impact of spring
tides on our magnificent but dangerous coastline please take care and stay beach aware. Thank you
again too for your support, from all of us here at
Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat.
You can keep up to date with us to find out more about
any of our activities or to contact us about volunteering
or support through our website - www.plirb.com. If
you prefer social media, please find us on Twitter
@PLIRBRescue
and
Facebook
@PettLevelRescueBoat.

Our fundraising efforts continue, with some good news
already this month. The local Rother section of the
Police Property Fund has generously donated £410 to
help us buy some new hardware. We’re keen to buy
helmet-cams, as well as a presentation projector and
screen so we can make video recordings and use these
in our sea safety and awareness presentations. Being
able to record, present and review footage will also
support all aspects of our training.
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My Garden Blog by Gill Plank
What fickle weather! Cold and dry at this time
of year is not good for seedlings and does not
encourage the seeds to germinate.
Nevertheless I have some potatoes coming
through and broad beans in flower. I planted
some mangetout peas indoors and within a
week they were coming up, After two weeks
they were 6 inches tall with strong roots so I
have planted them out in the garden with a
cloche covering. Time will tell. As I write this
on the 3rd April there was some welcome rain
but an extremely cold night! I have also put
my bean poles in - always a promising sight.

making a very welcome reappearance and the
cherry blossom is magnificent.
One of my lovely neighbours has completely
renovated my front garden. This is a very
small strip but was congested with old stuff
and I couldn't get round to doing anything. It is
now refreshed and I have planted new
lavenders and a range of other plants. My
philosophy is to see what works and stick with
the successes rather than decide to grow
particular plants (apart from the lavender that
is as the blurb says they are extremely
hardy!). I have left the labels on them so I can
identify as I am not an expert on flower
names.

I have an idea for my rabbit-holed garden - I
am thinking of buying some flags and turning
it into a putting course? It would be a very
challenging one. Maybe I should just set about
filling them in again. I have tackled the moss
and now have lots of black patches on the
'field'. Hoping the grass will take over soon as
it seems to be growing very well - that is one
benefit of rabbits, there is no need to cut the
grass yet. The cats have brought me 3 rabbits
so far - fortunately dead as I am a wimp when
it comes to dealing with injured animals.

My vegetable plot has a fence about 1 metre
high and this enables me to drape a heavy net
across corners of it where I have planted
brassicas or anything likely to be attacked by
the pigeons. Currently it is covering the broad
beans and onions which don't now need
protecting. I have not yet moved it as there is
nothing else in need but Mango, one of my
new cats, has taken to using it as a hammock.
I would have liked to get a photo but that
hasn't happened yet as I don't normally take
my camera with me!

On sunny days I have seen several peacock
butterflies. This is particularly lovely as I saw
none last year at all. There are also many
large bumble bees around the camellia and
quince flowers. Primroses and tulips are

Gardening Club update by Sandy Andrews
April can be the cruellest month. The garden club was due to make its annual visit to some of our
members gardens, but after a morning and early afternoon of relentless rain we had to call it off.
Towards evening the rain stopped and was replaced by a chill wind. Everywhere was dank. Not
optimum conditions for viewing gardens. So the visits were reconvened for the following week in
the hope of better weather and ten extra minutes of daylight. But this will be too late for the Parish
Magazine. We would like to thank everyone who agreed to open their garden and we are are sorry
we had to cancel at the last minute.
May’s meeting is a guided tour of Hole Park, Thursday 16th May, starting at 2.00 pm.
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PETT AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
PETT FLOWER SHOW & FAYRE
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday 27th July 2019
The Schedule was issued with the April issue of Pett Parish News. If you did not get a
copy, please let a committee member know as there are some spare ones available. It is
also available on www.pettnet.org.uk along with additional entry forms.
With the theme of Sussex by the Sea, many of the classes have reflected our county and
the seaside in the Floral Art and Home Produce classes. The committee are planning
another hands-on flower arranging evening at a date closer to the show. Look out for
details.
A new class 23a, a model of a well-known person using vegetables, was suggested to
add a bit of fun to the show. Look out for politicians and film stars. Great to use that
spiraliser.
The growing season has got off to a fairly good start with warm and cold weather but not
much rain so far.
Often folks think their produce is not up to standard, but on the day of the show see that
their own flowers and vegetables are equal to the winners. William Hurton, our judge
has suggested taking a look at the RHS Horticultural Show Handbook to maximise
points for the vegetable collections. This is a very detailed volume from which the key
points will be available on www.pettnet.org.uk – or call 01424814384 for a loan of the
book.
The committee are planning all the familiar stalls and sideshows, which are kindly run
by volunteers who generously give their time for the enjoyment of villagers and visitors.

There are some gaps so we do need help. If you can give a couple of
hours on the day, please contact any member of the Committee; details
on the back of the schedule.
In addition, there will be pitches for local organisations and businesses. Interested parties
should apply for an application form from Hon. Sec. Louise Bowles, Fairholme, Pett
Road, Pett TN35 4HE; Phone 812296 or email lou.bowles192@gmail.com

Let’s make it a great day.
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Pett Level
Preservation Trust
DESIGN OUR PETT LEVEL
POSTCARD 2019

Children’s Art Competition
What’s special about Pett Level? Games on the beach?
Fossil hunting at Cliff end? Our fantastic wild birds?
If you can think of anyone under 16 who might be
looking for something to do over the school holidays why
not get them to capture their favourite thing about Pett
Level as a drawing, a painting, a collage – anything they
like – and enter our competition. The winning picture will
be turned into a postcard which will be available for sale
in the village over the summer.
Our competition judge this year will be renowned local
artist Annie Soudain. Entry forms are available from the
New Beach Club, Pett Level. Entry Fee: £2 per design.
Competition Deadline: Saturday 25th May 2019.Prize:
£30 voucher and a framed copy of the postcard once
printed
All entries will be displayed in the New Beach Club at
Pett Level over the late May Bank holiday weekend. The
winner will be announced at the Club on Monday 27th
May 2019 at 14.30pm.

23

Bridge Closure Postponed
Due to an unexpected funding
issue the planned works to the
bridge over the Royal Military
Canal near Glen View Cottage
have been postponed until all
necessary funding can be put in
place.
The Pett Level Preservation Trust
apologises for any inconvenience
caused.
If you would like to discuss any
aspect of this matter with the PLPT
please contact us via our web site:
https://
pettlevelpreservationtrust.org/
contact/contact-us/
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SMITTEN KITTEN IN THE KITCHEN
by Su Fleigh

Chicken, Asparagus and Tomato wrapped in Pancetta
You can rustle up this little supper dish in minutes. It’s simple to prepare and delicious to
eat. Serve with a few Jersey Royals and green beans, or whatever else takes your fancy.
Pre-heat oven 200c/400f/Gas6
2 Chicken Breasts
10 x Cherry Tomatoes, 2 halved (for the filling) plus 8 whole Cherry Tomatoes
4 x Asparagus Spears, woody end removed
Sm pack of Boursin Cheese
6 x Pancetta rashers (or, 4 rashers of bacon)
120ml double or single cream
Salt and Pepper
Serves 2
Lengthwise, slice each Chicken breast across horizontally, starting from the thickest side –
but don’t slice it all the way through. Open it up like a butterfly. You can flatten the opened
chicken a little with the end of rolling pin. Season well with salt and pepper.
On one side of the chicken breast, put a dollop of Boursin (roughly a large tablespoon,
depending on size of breast) and press 1 cherry tomato, halved, on top. Lay 2 trimmed
Asparagus Spears on top of the tomato and Boursin. It doesn’t matter if spears stick out of the
chicken. Fold the other side of the chicken breast over, pressing down to seal in the filling.
On a board, lay 3 strips of pancetta (or 2 bacon rashers) for each breast. Then place the
chicken on top and wrap it around securely so the filling doesn’t escape.
Place the chicken breasts in a greased ovenproof dish and sit the remaining 8 tomatoes
alongside. Bake in the oven for 25-30 mins or until cooked through.
Remove from oven and pour the cream over the chicken. It makes a delicious sauce and more
especially if you have a few basil leaves to add to the cream. Return to cook for another 10
mins.
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Fairlight Poetry Group – An Invitation
The Poetry Group meets just four times a year
We share plenty of banter, and all love to hear
What others have written (or nicked from a book)
We have lots of talent, though I might be mistook
(appalling grammar is perfectly acceptable within
these meetings)
Each meeting, we start with a topic or theme
It may not be much, but it’s part of a scheme
To stimulate thinking and creative flair
To prompt the Grey Cells (if there are any there)
The theme for the next one is “Something
Obscure”

My fear is that we are all going to endure
Some terrible tripe – I just hope that I’m
wrong
It’s going to be torture … Why don’t you
come along?
The next meeting of the Poetry Group
is on Wednesday 10 July, 7.30pm at
Fairlight Village Hall.
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY
I took some photos of solitary bees that were
foraging round the garden recently, and I
uploaded the photos to a Facebook group to
help identify them.
One of them was
identified as Andrena scotica commonly
known as the chocolate mining bee (from its
colour rather than from its diet). The person
identifying it mentioned that it had a Stylops.
I had noticed something attached to the
abdomen, but didn’t know what it was.
Stylops are a rather gruesome parasitic insect
with a bizarre lifestyle. (Because the lifestyle
is so bizarre, Stylops has been used as the
logo for the Royal Entomological Society.)
They had once been classified as beetles or
true flies (Diptera), but are now considered to
be in an insect order of their own – the
Strepistera, meaning twisted winged. The
larvae hang about on flower heads waiting
for a bee to come and pollinate the flower.
They then hitch a ride back to the bee’s nest
where they burrow into the bee’s growing
larvae. Once inside the larvae they feed on
the insect’s blood and go through several
moults until the adult bee emerges, by which
time the stylops will be located in the bee’s
abdomen.
Male stylops then break out
between two of the bees abdominal segments
and fly off, but the female stylops stays as a
pupa with just her head poking out between
two abdominal plates and then emits
pheromones to attract a male who fertilizes
her using an opening just below her head.
Her larvae will then hatch out and leave
through the same opening and drop onto a
suitable flower to start the cycle all over
again. The presence of stylops seems not to
affect the bee’s ability to fly, or to shorten its

lifespan, but it does stop the bee reproducing,
which in evolutionary terms means that it
loses Darwin’s ‘struggle for life’.
I have been reading a lot about Darwin
recently. When he embarked on the Beagle,
he considered himself a geologist, though he
had been recommended for the voyage by his
botany professor who had noticed the talent
of the young Darwin. The botanical work
that he pursued after the publication of ‘On
the Origin of Species’ is considered at least
as important as the work he did on evolution.
It is not surprising that Charles Darwin had
abilities in botany as his grandfather,
Erasmus Darwin wrote widely on the subject.
(While identifying some of the plant photos
that I took in Australia, I came across
Darwinia fascicularis – Clustered Scent
Myrtle, that was named after Erasmus, rather
than Charles).

Continued on page 31
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NATURE NOTES BY ALAN KENWORTHY
Continued from page 29
One of the things that Charles Darwin discovered, was that some plants have separate
male and female flowers. This really surprised me as I thought that people would have
known that long before the 1860’s when Darwin found out, especially when people like
Linnaeus and Mendel had studied plants so carefully many decades before.
People knew that plants such as primroses had two different types of flower, but nobody
had thought to ask why? Darwin, of course, was doing a lot of asking why, in order to
find evidence to support his theory of evolution. Great experimentalist that he was,
Darwin carefully tagged each of one type of flower with ribbons so that he could identify
them after they had set seed and the petals had gone. He found that the tagged ones set
seed but none of the others did, thus becoming the first person to identify male and
female flowers. Before this, people had assumed that flowers self-pollinated and that
bees visited flowers just for the nectar, they hadn’t realised that the flower benefitted
from the encounter. For Darwin this supported the essential facet of his theory, the
‘mechanism for change’, without which we wouldn’t have all the myriad varieties of
flowers that we have now.
As always, this column can be found at www.pettnats2.blogspot.co.uk and will have at
least one photo of a Chocolate Mining Bee with passenger.

14th to 28th September 2019
Early bird tickets now on sale for
selected events

ryeartsfestival.org.uk
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Rector’s Rumination's - Richard Barron
Life after death or not? That is the question!

Jesus. Morison’s book, ‘Who moved the stone?’ is
still available and is a classic in legal and
investigative journalism.

I hear it all the time, ‘There is no God, there is no life
after death, so stop believing in childish fantasy’.
The advice sounds compelling but it glosses over the
evidence.

More recently, Lee Strobel, an investigative
journalist for the Chicago Tribune, expressed the
same opinion.

After Jesus rose from the dead (the Resurrection) He
walked, talked and ate with people for forty days.
On one occasion he met with 500 people, so He
could hardly be accused of being private, furtive or
elusive. After forty days a group of people saw Him
rise from the earth (the Ascension). Ten days later
He sent, as promised, the Holy Spirit to ignite and
empower His followers. On that day 3,000 people
put their trust in Jesus and the church was born
(Pentecost, sometimes called Whitsun).

However, it is not just past evidence that sceptics
need to consider, it is current evidence too.
Christianity is still the largest faith in the world and
people are still putting their trust in Jesus and
receiving the Holy Spirit. Why, if it is true that the
resurrection and ascension of Jesus are fantasy? It is
because many believers, like me, do not just believe
intellectually in God. We enter into a relationship
with Him. It is the gift of the Holy Spirit. We get to
know God, walk and talk with Him and gain
assurance that we matter, that heaven exists and the
gates are open wide. We have a glorious future!
Rationalism cannot understand or explain this but as
Frank Morison and Lee Strobel have shown, the
evidence is strong.

Of course, sceptics dismiss all this as fantasy but few
thoroughly investigate the evidence. Frank Morison
(a pseudonym for Albert Ross) was an atheist who
agreed with Aldous Huxley that ‘miracles do not
happen’. He also felt that ‘history rested on insecure
foundations’. So he decided to thoroughly
investigate the events surrounding the last seven days
of Jesus’ life. Not only did he investigate the biblical
accounts but also the Roman literature of the time
and the life of Pontius Pilate. Morison discovered to
his surprise that the evidence was compelling, and
subsequently, he could not resist putting his faith in

It is up to you what you believe but my advice is
check out the evidence for what you believe and
make sure it is built on a solid foundation. Because
the evidence for God and for life after death is far
stronger than you may think, and the benefits are out
of this world!

Church Services
Sunday 5th May, 9.30am, Holy Communion, Kay Burnett

Thank you to
everyone who donated
so generously toward
the Easter Flowers. Thank
you also to those who
decorated the church
so beautifully

Sunday 12th May, 10.45am, Methodist Chapel, Christian Aid
Sunday 19th May, 8.00am, BCP Communion, St. Nicholas, Pett Level, Kay Burnett
Sunday 26th May, 9.30am, Holy Communion, Richard Baron
Thursday, 30th May, 7.00pm, Holy Communion, Ascension Day, St. Andrews, Fairlight
Sunday 2nd June, 9.30am, Holy Communion, Kay Burnett/Meriel Deasy
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St. Michael’s Hospice - Update
Wag this Way
Open Gardens – Pett, Tuesday 25th
June

Calling all dog lovers - Wag This Way is
back for 2019! Join St Michael’s Hospice
on Sunday 9th June at The Stade,
Hastings Old Town, for a stunning walk
along the Hastings and St Leonards on
Sea promenade. This 5K sponsored dog
walk is perfect for the whole family to
enjoy - including those special fourlegged friends, and is fantastic
opportunity to meet other dog lovers, get
some fresh air, and give your pooches a
day to remember. Tickets £10 per person.
Children under 16 go free. You will also
receive a free goodie bag for your doggy
pals. Tickets available at
www.stmichaelshospice.com/wagthisway

Six private gardens in Pett are opening in
aid St Michael’s Hospice on Tuesday 25th
June. With a variety of wild flowers, fruit
trees, herbaceous borders, water features
and brilliant topiary on show, it’s not to
be missed. The gardens are open from
10.30am – 4pm. Tickets cost £6 for
multiple garden entry. For more
information about the gardens on show,
please visit www.stmichaelshospice.com/
events/open-gardens-pett.
Network and Nibbles
Come along to St Michael’s Hospice’s
next Network and Nibbles event for local
businesses, on Thursday 9th May, 7.30 –
9am. Enjoy hot drinks and croissants and
learn about the Hospice and how your
organisation could partner with us, and
enjoy two brilliant presentations by
Nadine Searle from Calmer Self, and Jo
Brazier from New Style Events.
Suggested donation of £5, which can be
made on the day. To book a place please
contact Darran Penfold on 01424 456396
or email
fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com.

Moonlight and Memories Walk
Celebrate life, love and friendship with
St Michael’s Hospice this summer at
their annual Moonlight and Memories
Walk, which returns on Saturday 15th
June. The 10k sponsored walk from The
White Rock Hotel, Hastings, to Galley
Hill and back again, gives you the
opportunity to remember loved ones,
while taking in the beautiful views out to
sea. Walkers are also invited to dedicate a
memory ribbon to a special person in
their life, to be tied on to the gates of
Hastings Pier. Tickets £15 per person and
include an event t-shirt and memory
ribbon. Tickets available at
www.stmichaelshospice.com/
moonlightandmemories. This event is
kindly sponsored by Just Property.
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Fashion For Less
Saturday 1st June, 1pm – 4pm
At Pett Village Hall
Join the Sara Lee Trust for a fabulous
afternoon of fashion, live music and a variety
of stalls.
There will also be a fashion show with all preloved items modelled available for purchase. Items
include designer and high street fashion and there
will also be refreshments, children's toys and
much more.
Tickets: £1.50 (Children go free). Tickets will be
available on the door or in advance from the Sara
Lee Charity Shop in Ore Village. All funds raised
will go towards helping local people affected by
cancer and other life threatening illnesses.
For more information, please visit
www.saraleetrust.org
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Sussex Wildlife Trust - Michael Blencowe
do tend to crash into fences quite a bit. I said
Back garden beetlemania
it was beautiful, I didn’t say it was graceful.
Recently these beetles seem to have been
crashing around in other areas of Sussex.

On 17th May 2011 Peter Hodge was stood
waiting at Lewes bus station when he
noticed an intriguing little black beetle
crawling on the brickwork. Peter, being one
of Britain’s top coleopterists (beetle
experts), delicately picked up the little insect
between his thumb and forefinger and took
it with him. And so both passengers rode the
143 bus back to Ringmer and into the pages
of Sussex wildlife history. Because when
Peter examined the little beast under his
microscope, he realised it was the click
beetle Melanotus punctolineatus – the first
one recorded in Sussex - making it the
3,000th species of beetle recorded in our
county.

So this summer I’m starting a campaign to
make Sussex the official rose chafer capital
of England. I’d like you to look in your
gardens and nearby parks for this stunning,
shiny green beetle. If you see one, please try
to take a picture and email it to my colleague
Lois at the Sussex Biodiversity Record
Centre with details of when and where you
saw it (loismayhew@sussexwt.org.uk). Let’s
put Sussex on the beetle map!

That little beetle may have been historic but
it wasn’t much to look at. To be honest, most
of the other 2,999 Sussex beetles aren’t
going to win any Miss Beetle beauty
contests either. But if it’s good-looking
beetles you want my friend then you need to
take a trip to Arundel or Lewes this month
because those towns are both famed for
being a hotspot for the most glamorous
beetle in Britain - the rose chafer.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an
independent charity caring for
wildlife and habitats throughout
Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have
worked with local people for over half
a century to make Sussex richer in
wildlife.
We rely on the support of our
members to help protect our rich
natural heritage. Please consider
supporting our work. As a member
you will be invited to join Michael
Blencowe on our regular wildlife
walks and also enjoy free events,
discounts on wildlife courses,
Wildlife magazine and our Sussex
guide book, Discovering Wildlife. It’s
easy to join online at
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join
or over the phone on 01273 497532.

The rose chafer is one seriously gorgeous
insect. Each one looks like it’s been
designed, carefully crafted, coated in the
most dazzling metallic green and hand
polished. How can I put it? The rose chafer
looks expensive. Their resemblance to
Egyptian scarabs brings the romance of The
Nile to your compost heap – a great place
for their C-shaped larvae to develop. The
adult beetles live for just a few weeks.
They’re powerful flyers too. Dark, smoky
wings extend from under their emerald
elytra (wing cases) and with a buzz our
Faberge bugs take to the air. Admittedly they

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
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PETT PARISH COUNCIL
Councillors

Address

Contact

Alan Crouch
(vice-chair)

Mariners Plat, Pett Level 01424 813145
Road, TN35 4EA
cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk

Judith Dean

Delvings, Chick Hill, Pett
Level,
TN35 4EQ

David Penfold
(chair)

Jasmine Cottage, Elm Lane, 01424 813003
Pett, TN35 4JD
cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk

Stuart Ware

Hunters Meadow, Pett Road, 01424 815197
TN35 4HG
cllr.stuart.ware@pettnet.org.uk

Mike Wilkins

Adeleine, Pett Road,
TN35 4HB

01424 813206
cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk

Island Cottage
Swan Street, Wittersham,
Kent, TN30 7PH

01797 270790
clerk@pettnet.org.uk

01424 812249
cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk

Clerk
Mary Philo

Pett Parish Council meet on the 3rd Tuesday of alternative months at the Village
Hall at 7:30pm. Planning sub-committee meetings take place on an ad-hoc
basis. All are welcome.
ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL (MARSHAM WARD)
Roger Bird

87 Battery Hill, Fairlight,
Hastings, TN35 4AL

01424 813636
cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk

Southlands, Pett Road,
Pett, TN35 4HA
http://www.your-councillor.com/chris-saint/

01424 813047
cllr.chris.saint@rother.gov.uk

Chris Saint

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR HASTINGS & RYE
Amber Rudd

H o u s e o f C o m m o n s , 01424 205 435
London, SW1A 0AA
020 7219 7229
amber.rudd.mp@parliament.uk

POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR SUSSEX
Katy Bourne

Sackville House, Brooks
Close, Lewes, East Sussex,
BN7 2FZ
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01273 481561
spcc@sussex-pcc.gov.uk

SOME VERY USEFUL NUMBERS
Emergency Numbers:
Police, Fire, Ambulance & Coastguard

999

National Gas Emergency Service (gas leaks)

0800 111 999

UK Power Networks (overhead power lines or loss of electricity)

105

Southern Water emergency service (leaks, blockages & pollution)
POTHOLES
https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/roads/maintenance

0845 278 0845
0345 60 80 193

Emergency Services & Utilities (non-emergency numbers):
Police

101

East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service:
Community fire safety advice
Community safety (24 hour hotline)

0800 177 7069
0800 731 9119

South East Coast Ambulance Service

0300 1230999

Southern Water:

0800 820 999

Hospitals & Local Surgeries
NHS 111

111

Conquest Hospital

01424 755255

Eastbourne Hospital

01323 417400

Harold Road Surgery:
Enquiries
Surgery appointments
Village hall appointments

01424 720878
01424 437962
01424 728872

Guestling Surgery, Chapel Lane

01424 814332

Roebuck Surgery, Old Town Hastings

01424 420378

Council Services
Rother District Council:
Customer Services Contact Centre (for all services)
Out-of-hours emergency number

01424 787000
01424 787868

East Sussex County Council
Switchboard

0345 6080190

Support Services & Charities
Samaritans (24 hour service)

08457 909090

Victim Support

0845 3030 900

Citizens Advice 1066

01424 721420

Rother District Citizens Advice
Age UK

0800 169 6565
01424 215055
01424734549

Hastings Lifeline

01424 781234

St Michaels Hospice 25 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards

01424 445177

RSPCA emergency animal welfare

0300 1234 999 (24hr)

Cats Protection

01424 754328
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SOCIETIES, ASSOCIATIONS & OTHER ACTIVITIES
Allotments

Libby Rothwell

07714 340674

libby.rothwell891@gmail.com

Badminton

Dave Clarke

812898

gypsydave@uwclub.net

Bowls Club

Eddie Quinlan

431463

British Legion

Brian Green

812450

Cricket Club

Andrew Dunlop

813368

Dance Fitness

Laura Mitchell

07527 105352

lauramitchell6@sky.com

Flower Show Chair

Philippa Strickland

814384

pstrickl@icloud.com

Flowerpots

toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk

pettflowerpots@hotmail.co.uk

Pett Level
Preservation Trust

Theresa Noutch

814370

theresanoutch@aol.com

Gardening Club

Bob Harris

815151

bob.june@btopenworld.com

Pilates

Annie Cuthbert

01797 225186

tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com

POPP

Ann Nicholls

813043

Pole Dancing

Jane Baldwin

07403 256148

jane@mrzen.co.uk

PVH Committee

Tim Rothwell

07850 469314

tim.rothwell@pettnet.org.uk

Short Mat Bowls

Eric Butler

814869

Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk

Stoolball

Janet Fuller

01303 873227

Tennis Club

Stuart Ware

815197

sjw@meadowshed.co.uk

The Club

Wendy Hatch

812297

familyhatch1@gmail.com

Village Voices

Wendy Hatch

812297

familyhatch1@gmail.com

Weight Watchers

Roz Webb

07718 858517

rwebb@weight-watchers.co.uk

WI

Hilary Dymott

813553

hidymott@gmail.com

Yoga Class

Robin Hutt

813182

robinhutt@btinternet.com

Church Team

www.fairlightandpett.com

Rector

Richard Barron

Retired Clergy

Rev Kay Burnett, Rev David Wotton

Reader

Meriel Deasy

General Information
St Mary & St Peter, Pett
Becoming a Friend
Donations
Churchyard
St Nicholas, Pett Level

01424 812799

Gill Plank
Lesley Wilkins
Jan Marsh
Fran Rogers

01424 812154
01424 813206
01424 812737
01424 812964
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rector@fairlightandpett.com

village diary
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Mon

9.30am

Flowerpots Toddlers Group

Village Hall

Mon

6.30pm

Pilates

Village Hall

Mon

7.30pm

Village Voices

Methodist Chapel

Tue

10.30am

POPP

Village Hall

Tue

5.00pm

Yoga

Village Hall

Tue

5.30pm

Weight Watchers

Village Hall

Tue

7.00pm

The Club (youth club)

Club House, Fairlight

Tue

7.15pm

Pole Dancing

Village Hall

Wed

7.00pm

Dance for Fitness

Village Hall

Wed

9.30am

Badminton (members only)

Village Hall

Thu

9.30am

Yoga

Village Hall

Thu

3pm & 7pm

Short Mat Bowls (Sept-Apr)

Village Hall

Thu

3.45pm

‘Busyart’ art/craft club

Club House, Fairlight

Fri

9.30am

Badminton (members only)

Village Hall

There is always a
lot happening, so
please look
through the
magazine to find
out what is going
on

MONTHLY & BI-MONTHLY ACTIVITIES

Date this month

Mon

7.00pm

Village Hall Committee meets on Village Hall
the 1st Monday of alternative
months

13th May, AGM

Tue

7.30pm

Pett Parish Council meet on the 3rd Village Hall
Tuesday of alternative months

21st May

Wed

10.00am

Village Coffee Morning

Village Hall

1st May

Wed

7.00pm

Pett Women’s Institute

Village Hall

15th May

PETT CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday 5th May, 9.30am, Holy Communion, Kay Burnett
Sunday 12th May, 10.45am, Methodist Chapel, Christian Aid
Sunday 19th May, 8.00am, BCP Communion, St. Nicholas, Pett Level, Kay Burnett
Sunday 26th May, 9.30am, Holy Communion, Richard Baron
Thursday, 30th May, 7.00pm, Holy Communion, Ascension Day, St. Andrews, Fairlight
Sunday 2nd June, 9.30am, Holy Communion, Kay Burnett/Merial Deasy

THE POST OFFICE is open between 12.30 to 3pm on Monday & Thursday at the
Methodist Chapel. You can also buy postage stamps from Phil the Butcher.
Every effort is made to keep this is up to date but we are not always told of changes – if
unsure you should check with the event organisers for specific times and dates.
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