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THE NEWS TEAM ARE: - Mike Wilkins, Editor, 07710080148 John Case, Assistant Editor, 07525032198 

Richard Bradshaw, 07958390899, Lesley Wilkins, Advertising, 01424 813206 Brenda Kirkham, 

Subscriptions, 01424 815022 Sarah Adams, Distribution Co-ordinator, 01424 812323 And not 

forgetting our distribution team of up to 20 volunteers 

If you would like to receive a monthly copy of Pett & Pett Level News and you do not live in the area, then we offer a Subscription 

Service for £15 per year. Please contact Brenda on 01424 815022 or email beekirkham@tiscali.co.uk, or save yourself £15 by 

downloading the latest issue from pettnet.org.uk DEADLINES:  Copy (letters, articles, announcements) - MID-DAY THE 15TH of 

each month. Adverts (new, changes, payments) - MID-DAY THE 1ST of each month. 

Copy must be sent, by email, to magazine@pettnet.org.uk If you want to provide something handwritten please contact us first 

otherwise it may not be printed. Copy must be accompanied by your name, address and phone number. When submitting 

letters the writer should give due consideration before naming individuals, either directly or by implication. No letter will be 

published anonymously. We reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to cut, crop, edit or not publish any copy received.  Pett & 

Pett Level News is published by Pett Parish Council supported by a team of volunteers. Every reasonable effort has been made 

to ensure the accuracy of the information supplied herein. However, neither the publishers or the news team can be held 

responsible for any errors or omissions (E&OE). Unless otherwise indicated, opinions expressed herein are those of the authors 

of the individual letters, articles, announcements and adverts, and they do not necessarily represent the views of the the 

publishers or the news team. Neither the publishers or the news team can uphold or recommend any advertiser here within this 

publication. 

Welcome
Hello and welcome to the May edition of the magazine. This month’s edition has a local 
history feel to it - David Breakell gives us an update on the progress of the Archive 
Resource Centre (ARC) and Fran Rogers has written a fascinating article about the origins 
of the Cliff End Development. 


It’s heartening to see that the various village groups and organisations are starting to 
resume or, at the very least, plan to resume activities in the coming months, and you can 
read all about their hopes within these pages.


Thank you for your kind comments about last month’s colour cover of Market Wood. The 
editorial team are keen to continue using colour wherever possible and we do encourage 
those keen photographers and artists amongst you to consider submitting an image or 
painting for future issues. Please contact the editorial team to discuss further.


Perhaps it’s timely to remind everyone that we now have 3 people on the editorial team - 
elder statesman Mike Wilkins, myself and new boy Richard Bradshaw. We share the editing 
between us, so I will be handing over the baton to Richard for the June & July issues. 


As always, feedback and comment is always welcome.


Have a great Merry Month of May wherever possible!


John 

Front Cover: Bluebells in Pett Wood 
© John Case 
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Letters to the Editor
From Mrs Judith Dean

With reference to Mr Parson’s letter last month 
may I write in defence of our Corky-fruited 
Water Dropwort, a rare plant that grows on 
one of our village wildlife verges.  It is not the 
same as Hemlock. I am not a botanist but a 
cursory glance at any botanical handbook or 
website will tell you that the Latin name for 
Corky-fruited Water Dropwort is Oenanthe 
pimpinelloides and that of Hemlock is Conium 
maculatum, a completely different species.  
Mr Parsons may be confusing the two plants 
because there is another member of the 
dropwort family, Oenanthe crocata, whose 
common name is Hemlock-Leaved Water 
Dropwort.

I agree that none of these plants would 
probably do you much good if you ate them in 
any quantity but the same can be said of 
many of the plants we cherish in our gardens. 
Moreover, where the Corky -fruited Water 
Dropwort grows, I would suggest we are much 
more at risk from the behaviour of our own 
species on the road adjacent to the verge than 
from any of the plants!

 Our ‘official’ wildlife verges are there to help 
maintain the biodiversity of this area and 
should be left alone to provide an opportunity 
for our native flora and fauna to flourish. They 

are minimally managed by East Sussex 
Highways in a way that encourages natural 
growth and the fauna that comes with it, and 
when managed in this way reward us with a 
colourful display of wild flowers, and supply 
food for all those valuable pollinators 
gardeners and farmers rely on. Think of the 
wonderful show of orchids opposite the 
Methodist Chapel. However, Highways do 
prioritise safety so keep roadsides and 
junctions more closely managed where there 
is a need for clear visibility.

Perhaps we could increase the number of 
‘wildlife verges’ in the village this year as a 
contribution to local biodiversity.  Any verge 
can become one, it doesn’t need to contain 
any particularly rarity, it just needs to be left 
unmown during the growing and seeding 
seasons (Spring to early Autumn). Even 
grasses provide food for insects. And think of 
the benefits – less mowing to do and perhaps 
that longer grass might deter parking on 
verges, a common complaint in the village.

And on the subject of tidying up, can I please 
remind people to refrain from cutting hedges 
until the bird nesting season ends at the end 
of July.

Judith Dean

Garden Waste and Bonfires – please be considerate to your 
neighbours 

The weather is slowly getting better and we are now able to get out into our gardens.

Please remember to consider your neighbours. Speak to your neighbours and check that 
their windows are closed. Try to have your bonfire when the smoke does not blow across 
their house, garden or washing. Many people suffer from asthma and other ailments that are 
seriously effected by inhaling smoke.


Remember ash travels a long way on the air currents and can end up dropping on your 
neighbours lovely clean patio or burning their favourite roses.

With the best intentions the wind can change and bonfire smoke changes direction so just 
put the fire out. Wet or new weeded plants make for a very smoky bonfire so wait till they 
are dry or if possible compost them and get free fertiliser for next year.
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Pett Parish Council News - David Penfold
I am sure that we all shared in the grief of the nation on the death of the Duke of 
Edinburgh. The following message was put up on Pettnet and a letter of condolence, 
containing essentially the same wording, was sent to Her Majesty The Queen:


Pett Parish Council, on behalf of the communities of Pett and Pett Level 
in East Sussex, offers its condolence and sympathy to Her Majesty The 
Queen and other members of the Royal Family on the death of His Royal 
Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.


The flag at the Village Hall was lowered to half-mast for the appropriate number of 
days. A condolence book was planned, but not implemented, following the request 
from the government and the Royal Household that only an online condolence book 
should be used. A link to that was given on Pettnet.


The annual parish meeting was held virtually on Tuesday 20 April at 7.30 pm. 
Unfortunately, as was probably to be expected, the attendance was low, but I think 
those who attended found it worth while. My thanks to them. My report, which 
covered two years since last year’s meeting was cancelled, will be put up on Pettnet 
in the form of a PowerPoint presentation.


I have written a separate article about the developments (or lack thereof) regarding the 
surgery at Guestling. Please pass this information on and, if you have a view, make it 
known. Whether there is any chance of reversing the decision is impossible to say, but 
we can only try. The matter is being raised with our MP, Sally-Ann Hart.


There has been a further meeting to discuss the parking and litter problems that may 
occur again at Pett Level if the weather is good this summer. The police took part in 
the meeting and are aware of the issues, but they cannot be everywhere at the same 
time. The council is exploring with the Pett Level Preservation Trust the repair of some 
of the worst potholes in the verge outside the Pett Level gateway, but the main 
problem is that there is very little parking space at Pett Level. Nationally, there are 
moves afoot to try and increase the fines for dangerous parking and maybe make 
them such that they mean penalty points on driving licences, but that is not definite 
and is, anyway, some way off.


The new noticeboard for the Recreation Field has been delivered and may well have 
been erected by the time you receive this issue of the parish news. Thanks, again, to 
Peter Felton for taking this on.


The council AGM will take place virtually on Wednesday 5 May because, if it is to be 
held virtually, this must be before 7 May. There is a court case in progress, however, 
the result of which may mean that the period for virtual meetings can be extended. 


Finally, Bob Heather’s death was reported in last month’s parish news. Our 
condolences go to his family.
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Pett Village Hall 500 Club 
The PVH 500 Club was set up in 2013 to raise funds for the 

Village Hall at a time when urgent repairs were needed. 

Over the last seven years the club has continued to support the 
Hall and add improvements to the facilities. 

The Club is a great success which is down to the support of the 
members, for which the PVH Committee are very grateful. 

If you are not a member and would like to join -  

Applications forms can be found on 
www.pettnet.co.uk under the Pett Village Hall 

link or from either Carol Pecorini 
Phone 01424 813544 or Email  

carol.pecorini@gmail.com. 
or Philippa Strickland phone 01424 814384 

Email pstrickl@icloud.com 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY 

BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
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We are currently working with a 
professional company on developing a 
new website for Pett Village Hall, 
separate from Pett on the Net which 
currently hosts the village hall pages. 
Amongst other things it will be the main 
vehicle for making bookings at the Hall. 
We hope the website will be launched 
by the time we open fully on 21 June.


If you have any photos of the old village 
hall, the opening ceremony of the 
current one, events at the Hal l 
(especially the Hall decorated for 
weddings and parties) or any other 
pictures, documents and memories and 
even videos you think might be suitable 
we'd love to have them for the new 
website.


Please could you email them to Clare 
Walker, our Admin Manager, who is 
overseeing the development of the 
website  clare.pettvillagehall@gmail.com


Many thanks


Kind regards

Tim Rothwell, Chair Pett Village Hall 
Management Committee

PETT VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

500 CLUB 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Winners for March are 

1st Penny Broad and Rod 
Morrissey 

2nd Mike Wilkins 

3rd Tim Rothwell 

  

Draw Date 31st March 2021  

!  

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693

PETT VILLAGE HALL - NEW WEBSITE

Coffee Morning 
We are pleased to announce that 
provided the weather is fine we will be

holding a coffee morning outside the 
Village Hall on Wednesday the 5th 
May at 10.00 when we will be so 
pleased to see as many of you as can 
make it. We will, of course, still be 
subject to current restrictions on 
distancing etc but the same warm 
welcome awaits you all


Please come along if you can


Best wishes Tim, Anne and Fran
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I’m compiling this report back in April 
during the week all retail shops re-
opened - but it is so cold and we’ve 
even had snow, so thinking about what 
we will be doing in May is challenging!   
Nonetheless Pett WI were looking 
fo rward to the s ta r t o f a new 
membership year and I have been so 
thrilled to see that the majority of our 
existing membership have renewed their 
subs for a further year – so we must be 
doing something right despite not 
having met in person collectively since 
February 2020!  Many thanks to all who 
have done so though as it is so 
heartening to see the continuing 
support for our local WI.  


Back in March our speaker was Susan 
Howe who as a qualified London Tourist 
B o a r d B l u e B a d g e G u i d e h a s 
accompanied many and var ious 
specialist groups on tours around the 
UK.  But her talk to us was about her 
time running a Fawlty Towers type hotel.  
She enlightened us about the mishaps 
and unforeseen dramas, including 
knives flying in the kitchen, and some of 
the strange guests, such as the 
escaped convict who stayed long 
enough to run up a large bill and then 
did a bunk with silver under his arm!  
Susan also talked about the time she 
worked as a cook on a luxury yacht. 
Among the rich and famous she met 
Brigitte Bardot's ex-husband, Gunther 
Sachs, who invited her to go on to cook 
for him and his friends in St Moritz. Her 
inside stories confirm that the rich really 
do live in another world.


Our postponed 2020 annual meeting 
was due to take place during April.  My 
own President’s report mentioned how 

my fellow committee members have 
been simply outstanding during the past 
challenging membership year. I gave 
grateful thanks to our Treasurer Jane 
Sweaney for her exemplary attention to 
detail and superb minute taking; 
Amanda Leeson for taking on the 
secretarial role and keeping a close eye 
on all communications received from 
our County and National federations 
and ensuring members are kept up to 
date; Trish Walker for her duties as our 
membership secretary and members 
communications officer, and both Sara 
Dann and Sally Watson for the newly 
created social welfare secretary roles 
which have played such an important 
part this past year.   Especial thanks 
were accorded to Hilary Dymott in her 
role as coordinator and instigator of our 
newly created WI Community Aid 
initiative which has proved so beneficial 
to scores of families and individuals not 
just through Rye Food Bank but also to 
Dom’s Food Mission, Savehaven 
Women and the Seaview project.  
Thanks also to her dedicated WICAID 
team of Wendy Burgess, Sharon 
Sellens, Trish Walker and Sally Watson 
who now that the warmer weather is 
returning will be back to their convivial 
open air coffee catch-ups following their 
delivery duties!          /Continued on page 13 

Pett WI Report
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helping provide emergency support for local people 
in crisis 

If you'd like to contribute - we're collecting: 

• Non-perishable, in-date food (tins, packets, cartons) 
• Toiletries 
• Sanitary Products 
• Household Products 

Pett WI Collection Points  

• Pett Village Hall (Lobby) 
• The Old Butcher's Shop - Pett 
• 1 Arthur's Close, Pett Road, Pett 
• "Nanini Tal", Cliff End Lane, Pett Level 
• Fairlight Post Office & Stores 
• Wakehams Farm Shop, Fairlight 
• The Barn, Shepherd's Way, Fairlight 
• The Firehills Cottage, Channel Way, Fairlight 
• Midway, Commanders Walk, Fairlight 

Financial Donations: 
If you'd like to make a financial donation, this can either be 
made by cheque (made payable to Pett WI) and sent to Jane 
Sweaney at "Oakhurst", Pett Road, Pett, TN35 4HG or made 
directly into the Pett WI Bank Account - Lloyds Bank - Sort 
Code: 30-98-97 - Account No: 70587368 - with the reference 
for both as "Food Bank" please. 

For more information, or if you experience any difficulties, 
please contact Campaign Co-ordinator, Hilary Dymott on 
07768 323131 

Thank you!

Pett WI Community Aid 
Campaign 
(WICAID) 
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Fruit and Vegetables  
Local Seasonal Produce 
Available to order 
 

Locally Made Bread 
Local Milk 
Range of Groceries 
 

Newspapers Mon - Sat 
1st & 2nd Class Postage 
Stamps in stock 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday 8am - 1pm 
Tuesday 8am - 5pm  
Wednesday 8am - 4pm 
Thursday 8am - 4pm 
Friday 8am - 5pm 
Saturday 8am - 4pm 
 

Beef, Lamb, Pork  
and Chicken raised to 
High Welfare Standards  
and locally sourced  
wherever possible 
 

Wide range of 
Homemade Sausages 
and Burgers 

For News and Offers 
follow us on Facebook: 
@pettbutchersshop 
 
PETT ROAD, Guestling 
Tel: (01424) 812148 
Email: theoldbutchersshoppett@gmail.com 
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Continued from page 10/  
We continue to collect and deliver 
donations to Rye Food Bank on a 
weekly basis so do keep them coming 
please!  You may be interested to know 
that 690 items were delivered in 
March and a total of 7,954 were made 
between July 2020 and March 2021! We 
are also just about to start assisting the 
MacDonald Ward at the Conquest 
Hospital with their Courtyard Project – 
stay tuned for news on that one!  


Details of all the current Pett WI Rye 
Food Bank drop off points can be found 
on our Facebook page (and if there’s 
room in this month’s edition a separate 

notice in this newsletter – thanks Ed.).  
Alternatively, financial donations can 
either be made by cheque (made 
payable to Pett WI) and sent to Jane 
Sweaney at “Oakhurst”, Pett Road, 
Pett, TN35 4HG or made directly into 
the Pett WI Bank Account – Lloyds 
Bank – Sort Code: 30-98-97 – Account 
No: 70587368 – with the reference for 
both as “Food Bank” please. Thank you 
to everyone who has donated in the 
past and for those that continue to do 
so! 


Belinda Wood  
President 

Guestling Surgery 
Although it has not yet been publicly 
announced, I have heard that the local 
CCG (Clinical Commissioning Group), 
acting on the advice of PCOG, which I 
think means Primary Care Operations 
Group, has decided not to recommend the 
application from the Beaconsfield Road 
practice to take over the surgery in 
Guestling. Discussions have been going on 
for about a year. The first stage was an 
inspection by the District Valuer, which was 
delayed as a resul t of the Covid 
restrictions. When the inspection did take 
place, the report indicated that the surgery 
was deficient in certain respects, mainly 
the size of the consulting rooms. However, 
a possible solution to this was found and 
Dr Chris Chinery, the owner of the surgery 
and known to many in Pett and Guestling, 
agreed to make the changes.


The recent decision not to recommend the 
establishment of the surgery, effectively a 

refusal, was because ‘it does not fulfil the 
strategic needs of the CCG’. It is not clear 
what these aims are, but they appear to 
favour the development of large medical 
centres on the outskirts of towns. This, of 
course, does not meet the needs of elderly 
and disabled patients in rural areas. It has 
been noted that a return journey from 
Guestling to the Ice House practice in 
Hastings by public transport is likely to 
take about four hours!


I am in discussion with the chair of 
Guestling Parish Council, who has noted 
that the recent census did not cover this 
specific problem. What action we take, if 
any, will depend on the local response. As 
this has only occurred in the last few days, 
it is not clear how we should proceed, but I 
think we should raise this with our MP as 
well as asking the CCG for an explanation 
of their decision.


I would welcome any views on this 
d e c i s i o n . M y e m a i l a d d r e s s i s 
cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk.
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During the current crisis Robin 
will be holding virtual 

relaxation sessions. For more 
information contact her on 
robinhutt@btinternet.com

Dog Walking & Home Pop-In 
Service since 2014 for Pett, 

Fairlight, Winchelsea & Rye by 
husband and wife team Terry & 

Julie.

Website 
www.spanglefish.com/bestpawforward

Telephone us on:
01424 812506

or
07837 252187
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A p r i l 
showers?? We 
haven’t had any 
rain for weeks 
although, as I 
wr i te th is, i t 
looks as if this 
is the day for it. 

The weather has been far too cold and dry 
for any significant seed sowing (I know 
there is always something wrong with the 
weather, but it can make gardening very 
tricky!).


There have been some lovely warm, sunny 
days however. On the 31st March I was 
looking out some summer clothes as we 
had those 2 days of African heat- a real 
foretaste of Spring/Summer. I am hoping 
that the Northerly winds will change 
direction soon permanently as I am 
carrying out some serious planting next 
week.


In spite of the chilly nights most bulbs have 
been a fantastic sight – I still have daffodils 
and hyacinths, and now tulips. The 
camellias and magnolias however have 
been hit hard by the sharp frosts. Yellow is 
still predominant with primroses, forsythia 
and pansies and the willow trees have their 
beautiful fresh pale yellowy/green leaves.


Birds are nesting but they must be very 
confused by the temperatures. I didn’t think 
my great tit bird box was being used this 
year as I had not seen any activity but 
yesterday Samson (kitten) was climbing up 
the trellis and sitting on the top of it waving 
his paws at the entrance hole. I have put 
the necessary protection in place now 
(folded wire netting circling the box to 
prevent feline access).


The ducks are totally confused. I have 
found eggshells in the garden - almost 
certainly magpie invasion - and the females 

are begging (shouting) for regular food. 
They are still very bad at finding good, safe 
nesting sites.


There has been significant badger, fox and 
rabbit activity as filmed by my neighbours’ 
camera (also some cat interest with 
Samson watching closely). One badger 
comes up the garden very early in the 
evening (7.30ish) and then the camera has 
caught 2 badgers busily feeding throughout 
the night (I put out cat biscuits and chicken 
carcasses) and foxes come rather later in 
the night. One fox has a limp and a 
spectacular tail, the other has no limp but 
some damage to the centre of its tail. The 
rabbits are in and out any time of day or 
night and it seems that the foxes are not 
preying on them.


There was total confusion the other night 
when a stray dog entered the garden and 
sent the foxes flying about in panic. It is 
fascinating to watch the night-time 
happen ings and observ ing an imal 
behaviour. It is clear the badgers are top of 
the pecking order as they chase the foxes 
away if they are there together.


My interesting observation of the month 
happened during the warm spell. My 
daughter and I were sitting outside the 
summerhouse when there was some 
unusual bird activity over the pond. The 
pond is strongly netted because of herons, 
moorhens  and ducks and on first glance I 
thought it was a wagtail as it was bobbing 
up and down at the edge. However it then 
hovered over the pond (loads of goldfish at 
the top), perched on the railing, gave 
several piercing shrieks and flew off in a 
flash of blue and red. A kingfisher!! The only 
time I have seen one in the garden was 
when one flew into the kitchen window and 
died. A very unexpected sight but I am not 
going to let it eat my goldfish so the pond 
stays netted!!


My Gardening Blog - Gill Plank
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It was intended to issue the printed copy of the 2021 Schedule with the May 
issue of the parish news, but the Committee have decided to delay 
distribution until the June issue. 

However, the Schedule will shortly be available on the Pett Flower Show 
page on Pettnet and can be downloaded.  

The theme of the show is, appropriately, ‘We’ll Meet Again’. All the vegetable and 
flower classes remain unchanged, as do the home produce classes, apart from 
the cake, which is a Cherry Almond Loaf. The flower arranging subjects will be 
announced later, while the young people’s classes are (in addition to cake making 
and flower arranging):


• Under 5 Years (Child and helper): Paint or draw a picture of ‘Someone 
you would love to see’ 

• 5–8 Years: Make a sea-shell clock face; Paint or draw a party invitation; 
Grow a cress head 

• 9–14 Years: Paint or draw a picture of the seashore at low tide; Make a 
Tardis (max height 12 inches/30 cm); Grow four radishes 

In addition, the competition for anyone under 14 to design a tea towel for the 
Flower Show (design A4 size) has been continued from 2020. The winning design 
will be printed and there will be a cash prize. The designs submitted in 2020 will 
be included automatically.


For adults, the painting subject is ‘A Local Landscape’, the photography subject 
‘Family’ and the handicraft subject – Make a wind chime, using recycled 
materials. The other classes are unchanged.


Wishing all are staying safe.


Philippa M. Strickland (Chairman P&DHS)

Pett Flower Show Update
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G r e e t i n g s t o a l l o u r 
Members! 
By the time you read this, we should be 
open!!  But, given the restrictions 
currently in place, we are limited in terms 
of what we can offer. We are only allowed 
to serve drinks outside and are unable to 
provide covered accommodation on the 
patio. Even if we were able to afford it, the 
recent experience of the Winchelsea 
Beach Café suggests that the elements 
would probably destroy any shelter that 
we put up! This puts us in a difficult 
position: if the weather is poor, we 
probably won’t get any customers; if its 
fine we’ll have too many. So, whilst we 
are opening 12-8pm on Saturdays and 
Sundays at the moment, we’re afraid that 
we cannot take bookings and we will 
accommodate you on a first-come, first-
served basis. Please be patient.


During closure, we have been busy 
attending to some of the maintenance 
and behind-the-scenes issues which have 
been allowed to slip over the years. 
Although this is less than glamorous, 
lockdown has allowed us to overhaul our 
drainage system; oversee the rebuilding 
of the side passage, steps and fence; 
upgrade our electrical and alarm systems; 
and address some significant health and 
safety deficiencies.


Hopefully most members will be aware of 
what’s going on at the Club, as we have 

tried to address  weaknesses in our 
communications. We now send a regular 
bulletin by e-mail, although do not have 
extant e-mail addresses for all members. 
If you are not receiving these, please send 
your details to:


info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk and we will 
add you to our mailing list.


We are aware that not all members have 
access to e-mail, so  we have installed a 
notice board at the front (road side) of the 
Club, where the latest bulletins are 
displayed. In response to enquiries from a 
large number of members and non-
members who regularly walk past on the 
sea wall, we are looking to install a similar 
board on that side, too. In the meantime, 
and if you are able to, please check the 
Club website and Facebook for details of 
any changes to opening hours resulting 
from lockdown measures.


We regret that the service we can offer is 
limited but, at a time when most pubs 
have significantly increased their prices, 
we are still selling Harveys at just £3.40 a 
pint, Stella at £3.50 and all other drinks at 
similarly great value!


Best Wishes & Stay Safe.


From the NBC Committee

Pett Level, Hastings, East Sussex     
TN35 4E Tel: 01424 81208
Email:info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk 

  
www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk
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Pett Level Independent Rescue
May already and Pett Level is looking 
lovely! Locals will have noticed that our 
rescue boat volunteers are now more of 
a presence at the boathouse, and we’re 
very glad to be back!


We’re a little sad that for the second 
year running May won’t see our Open 
Day, but we’re hopeful to hold an Open 
Day on Sunday 29th August 2021. This 
will depend on any restrictions arising, 
but in the meantime please do save this 
potential date. 


It’s been a few weeks since the first 
easing of restrictions and now we’re 
considering May’s changes. Being able 
to step up our numbers for our 
boathouse presence is timely with the 
season warming up and the beaches 
becoming busier - no doubt we all 
remember last summer’s day trippers 
and visitors flocking to the beach!


So we’re preparing to keep everyone as 
safe as possible along the local 
coastline, and are planning a beach 
and water safety and First Aid presence 
over the bank holidays in May. Weather 
permitting, we might even run a 
“Mayday!” May Day fundraiser to 
support our Communications Upgrade 
project whilst we’re there, so please 
watch our social media for updates!


From the 17th May, we’re also looking 
forward to being able to welcome 
visitors to the boathouse once again. 

So, if you’ve been waiting to pop by to 
say hi or with beach news, or to buy 
your Hot Tub raffle tickets or pick up a 
Weather Lottery leaflet, we’d love to 
see you.


And whilst everyone is out and about 
more, please remember that our 
Calendar Photo Competition is now 
open, if you have your camera out 
along our beautiful beaches. Full details 
are on our website.


Finally, an important word about safety. 
With the mixed weather throughout the 
spring, the seasonal tides and the 
changing shape of the coastline, Cliff 
End remains a high risk for rock falls. 
Please be aware of this and don’t 
venture (or allow dogs and children to 
adventure) below the cliff line. Please 
also pass this warning on to any 
visitors, now that family and friends can 
come to stay again.


Until next time, stay safe, don’t take 
risks, take care and stay beach aware. 
If you’d like to keep in touch, please 
check out our website https://plirb.com 
and our social media: Twitter 
@PLIRBRescue; Facebook 
@PettLevelRescueBoat and Instagram 
@pettlevelindyrescueboat.  
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Church News

New Book! 
A 20 page, fully illustrated booklet by 
David Clarke, that not only takes you 
on a lovely walk around Pett Level, 

but also details the fascinating history 
of the area. Price £3 - available from 

St Nicholas Church.

Services in May 

2nd May	 10.30am 	 Holy Communion at St Mary & St Peter, Pett

	 

9th May	 11.30am 	 Holy Communion at St Nicholas, Pett Level


16th May	 10.30am 	 Morning Worship at St Mary & St Peter, Pett 


23rd May	 10.30am	 Holy Communion, at St Mary & St Peter, Pett


30th May	 10.30am	 Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Fairlight

Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting 

The APCM for 
2021 will take 

place on 
Thursday 27 May 
in St Mary & St 
Peter Church, 

Pett. The meeting 
will commence at 

6.00pm 
All welcome! 
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The Friends of Pett Churches

What do the churches in Pett & Pett Level mean to you? 

Whilst people may not attend church as often these 
days, we think there is a pride in having a village 
church, and seeing the steeple (at 75 feet) on the 
skyline. “Owning” the building is an essential part of 
the village infrastructure.  Indeed, St Mary & St Peter 
Church is in the heart of Pett Village. It is here to 
welcome anyone in times of need or celebration, 
whether for quiet contemplation or prayer, a 
baptism, wedding or funeral, or to simply enjoy the 
serenity of the building and the churchyard. 
Similarly, St Nicholas church at Pett Level provides a 
beautiful welcoming space for residents and the 
many thousands of holiday visitors each year, 
offering tea, coffee, sweets, books, gifts as well as 
spiritual nourishment.  

If you would like to become a Friend of Pett 
Churches and help us to carry out the work essential to maintaining these buildings, 
please consider setting up a Standing Order or Direct Debit with your bank or making a 
payment by bank transfer. Please include details of your name and ‘Friends’ as the 
payment reference. 


£15 individual, £25 couple, £30 family membership 

Our bank account details are: 

Account Name:   St Mary & St Peter Church 
Account Number:  54871860 
Sort Code:    30-96-26 

Alternatively, payment can be made by cash or cheque (please make cheques payable to 
“St Mary & St Peter Church” and please write “Friends” on the back of the cheque).  

Please add your contact details along with any cash or cheque payments to: The Treasurer, 
Adeleine, Pett Road, Pett, TN35 4HB. 

We thank you for your support, which will help keep the church 
at the heart of the village for many years to come. 

All money received from the Friends is spent on the church building  
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The Quality of Mercy 
There seem to be a lot of people 
demanding justice these days when what 
they really want is vengeance.  When I was 
at school a teacher once said that I and my 
friends should be praying for mercy rather 
than justice.  And the memory of that 
instruction led me to look a little into the 
meaning and history of the word mercy.  


The word comes via Old French from the 
Latin word merces meaning wages or fee 
or price.  It then came to mean thankyou in 
French and mercy in English.  It is also the 
origin of the word market.  The French 
merci is often used colloquially in a lot of 
modern languages to mean thankyou.  In 
Latin to say thankyou you used the words 
gratias ago which then becomes grazie and 
so on in Southern European languages. 
The Latin for mercy is misericordia and the 
word for forgiveness is venia.


The word for mercy in New Testament 
Greek is eleos or eleemosune and there is 
also a verb with a similar stem meaning  I 
am merciful.  One example of its use is 
when Jesus says Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy.  


One of the difficulties in discovering the 
meaning of the word mercy is that within 
our language it has changed its meaning 
over the centuries and has become used 
much less than in the past.   For example, it 
is used to translate the Hebrew word for 
mercy in the Old Testament in the King 
James ve r s i on bu t more mode r n 
translations use kindness. In the last verse 
of Psalm 23, the old version is Surely 
goodness and mercy will follow me all the 
days of my life but the more modern 
versions refer to goodness and love. 

What is the difference between mercy and 
forgiveness?  The main difference seems to 
be that mercy is a way of treating others 
whereas forgiveness refers to particular 
actions.  


Then there is Keats’ poem La belle dame 
sans merci which is the retelling of a 
medieval ballad about a supernaturally 
powerful woman who wins over a man 
whom she then treats badly without any 
mercy.  So the original ballad must have 
been composed before merci came to 
mean thankyou.  The modern word in 
French for mercy is la misericorde or la 
grace or la pitie.  

Investigating the origin and changing 
meaning of words is always fascinating (as 
well as often baffling) and I hope that, as 
long as you are not part of the current 
wha’ever (like) generation and have 
managed to reach this ending, you may be 
equally interested! 


Angela Hawksley                     

Pett Puzzler Solution from page 46
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On, but not over, the Threshold: as I write this, some relaxation of the national 
lockdown has been introduced, but people are looking impatiently ahead, eager for 
the further stages of easing in prospect for May and June. And so it is with The 
ARC. We have an archive room, the conversion works are completed and paid for, 
but we can’t go in it yet. Roll on May 17th when Pett Village Hall re-opens to groups 
and our committee can start setting-up the community archive for Fairlight, 
Guestling and Pett.


Shelf life: what is to be done next? We are looking forward to the exciting part: 
bringing the archive materials collected so far into the archive room and beginning 
the essential process of cataloguing them. Books, or in our case archives, do 
furnish a room but first we have to have something to put the archives on. Our aim 
is to have the room kitted out with shelving and worktops over the next few weeks 
and Alan Butler has kindly offered to do the fitting. At the same time, we will be 
purchasing the items of equipment, mostly of an IT nature, which will sit on those 
worktops. Once we’ve found out which jack goes into which socket, we’ll be able 

to catalogue our first archive item: 
exhibit 1 if you will.


Virtual access: if we’ve learnt one 
thing from Covid-19 it’s that the 
archive – or part of it at least - must 
be accessible online as well as by 
visiting the archive room. For some 
time ahead, we assume, social 
distancing will be the order of the 
day and the pandemic has 
highlighted the importance of being 
able to view the archive from the 
comfort of one’s own home. So the 
committee has been examining the 

technical options. We have identified a software and website package which has 
proved very successful with a number of other community archives and, funds 
permitting, we aim to commission this work (we call it “Phase 2”) later in 2021. 


Not forgetting the money: thanks to the generosity of residents and the support of 
local councils and charitable foundations, we have raised what we needed – over 
£8000 – to convert the room and equip it. Phase 2 will have a slightly smaller price 
tag than Phase 1, but we won’t commit until we’ve raised it. We are very fortunate 
to have recently received an offer of match funding from the Kowitz Family 
Foundation. 

Archive Resource Centre News
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So, provided we can generate 50% of the cost from other sources, we will be able to 
go ahead - a fantastic opportunity!


Membership launch: the committee is also looking ahead to the day when all those 
who’ve become Friends of the ARC (and many who haven’t!) will be our first group of 
members. We are keen to ensure that access to the archive is as free as is possible, 
while recognising that we will have some annual overheads to meet. More anon, once 
the archive room is open for business.


The committee strengthened: followers may not be aware of three additions to the 
team in recent months. Richard Bradshaw, co-editor of Pett magazine, has brought 
his marketing experience and a keen interest in oral history. John Case, a man with 
many hats, including the Festival Director of the Rye Arts Festival, also has the 
valuable attribute of being a qualified librarian and has worked at a senior level in the 
Cultural & Heritage Sectors for 34 years. Similarly qualified is Jenny Obee and with 
her strong IT background she will be an invaluable guide as we move into the 
cataloguing phase.


With a little help from our Friends: as you will hopefully see, the ARC has been 
making great progress recently, lockdown or not. If you’ve already become a Friend, 
thank you. If you haven’t, please do join us. The form is available by email request to 
info@thearc.uk. Remember each £1 donated will be matched and will bring us closer 
to our goal.


David Breakell, Treasurer
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A pictorial look at the beginnings of Cliff End development 
 
In the beginning there were dinosaurs…but they didn’t have cameras, so let’s skip a few 
years and start pre 1920.   There was no through road along the coast to Winchelsea Beach, 
the area known as Cliff End was part of Fairlight parish, and “Pett Level” merely meant the 
flat land between the sea and the Royal Military Canal (as indeed it still does on Ordnance 
Survey maps).  From near the top of Chick Hill you had a clear view across the valley to a 
large grassy slope: Kiln Field, owned by the Fairlight Estate.  Perhaps someone else can 
furnish the origins of that name, but I can confirm the endless supply of clay from 9 years of 
digging my garden.   

 
Then came Reginald Grenville 
Eves RA, (a British painter who 
made portraits of many 
prominent military, political and 
cultural figures between the two 
world wars). Born in 1876 
(d1941), Eves spent time as a 
child at his grandfather's place, 
Marsham Farm (again, part of 
the Fairlight Estate), eventually 
buying it himself. As a successful 
portrait painter it enabled him 

to buy up parcels of land, starting in 1917 when the Fairlight Hall estate was broken up and 
sold. This included the Kiln Field.  (His wife later bequeathed Marsham Farm and several 
acres to the National Trust). 
 
Here, it becomes a little hazy, but as Eves’ father was a JP in London he would have known 
firms such as Herbert Smith.  And it was a Herbert Smith (probably not the original Herbert 
Smith) who did the conveyancing for Eves when he bought the land at auction.  But did Smith 
then buy a large parcel of this land from Eves?  What is clear is that all subsequent 
conveyancing records are in Herbert Smith’s wife’s name, Mabel, so they obviously took a 
liking to the place and indeed, built and used Dower Cottage as a holiday home.  They also 
acquired Wakeham’s Farm which is still owned by the family. 

 

Kiln Field development began in the late 1920s, starting 
at the eastern end when Cliff End House was built for a 
Mr Higgs (his daughter, Nancy, took the inset photos 

Cliff End house and 
assorted holiday 
accommodation below  

A pictorial look at the beginnings of Cliff End Development by  
Fran Rogers
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that appeared in “The Studio”, September 1932). Then came Dower Cottage (for the Smiths) 
and Farley End. After that, development crept steadily westwards.  These initial houses, some 
built as holiday homes (no change there), were designed by the same architects, Forbes & 
Tate of Jermyn Street, and adopted an Arts & Craft style.  Cliff End, the first built, was 
thatched with reeds grown in the adjacent marshes (now owned by the National Trust) and 
weather boarded with untreated elm.  The other houses followed suit with thatch from the 
reed beds as dictated in the covenants on each property. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dower Cottage burned down in 
April 1939 (the event made it into 
the local newspaper). The Smiths 
decided not to have the flammable 
thatch replaced and instead used 
clay tiles (see comparison photos 
below).  So it became possible for 
other properties to be tile-roofed - 
but they had to obtain the Smith's 
agreement!  By the 1939 records 

the Smiths stayed at 
“Scones” in Friar Hill 
while Dower Cottage 
was rebuilt, this time as 
a two-storey house.  Not 
the greatest of timing to 
complete a building 
project with WWII 
about to erupt!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farley End and the 
lane leading up to  
Cliff End house 
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In early 1930 another property, Green Acres (arrow below), was built by Kenneth Woodroffe 
(father of Peter Woodroffe who still lives in Pett Level).  From the deeds (thanks to David and 
Carole Rowlands) it appears that Mabel Smith purchased the land from Reginald Eves in 
1929 and then resold it the same year to Mr Woodroffe. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Other properties such as Seaside 
and The Thatch do not appear on 
this plan dated 1931, but the 
above photograph shows that 
they were built not long after.  
Fast forward 90 years and the 
overall scene in this area has 
changed considerably, as much in 
the amount of trees planted as in 
the newer housing erected 
around it, although something of 
the original plan is still 
recognisable.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This postcard was sent to Peter Woodroffe but later 
given to the present owners of Cliff End, Geoffrey and 
Sarah Gibbon who have let me copy it.  It was written 
we believe by another daughter of Mr Higgs, Joan. 
 

Original 
Red Lodge 

Seaside 

The Thatch 
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Dear Peter I expect you already have this card.  I was always rather ashamed of it as it showed 

what a terrible mess was made of the once beautiful Kiln Field.  There is a ladder against the 

new wing of our house so I suppose the finishing touches were being made to the thatch.  That 

would be about 1930 (just before the parents came there to live).  Your house was not yet built 

and the Smith’s thatched cottage not yet burnt down!  Tongs looks very exposed on the top 
right.  Note the pebbley surface of Chick Hill.  Where the few cars that dared attempt it got 

stuck half way up and had to back down for another try on return via Fairlight.  I like to think 

that this nostalgic view will now be in your safe-keeping and not thrown away with the useless 

paraphernalia I will undoubtedly leave behind me.  Joan 

 

Bad roads and 
new build 
spoiling the 
countryside. 
Nothing 
changes it 
seems! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  Obviously this in not an “in-depth” article!  But it is here to hopefully elicit two 
responses:   

Firstly, any additional information (or, more likely, corrections) or photos regarding 

the homes on Cliff End. Perhaps someone can write the story of Cliff End Lane and the 

western end of this community.  

Secondly, to encourage readers to research your own homes and surrounding area.  

The hope is for The ARC to have a photographic and historical record of many of the 

homes and historical buildings in the three parishes it covers. 

Once photos are uploaded on to our computers, you will be able to enlarge them so that 

all the detail can be seen..  Just think of the hours you could “waste” if we have another 
lockdown (let’s not hope for that!) 

If you have historic photos or documents relating to your home, then please get in 

touch: info@thearc.com   Documents can remain private if preferred and used only, 

with your approval, for research. 
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Chicken Traybake 

When you have no time to slave over a hot stove, this is a good little recipe for 
an alfresco lunch, or dinner, which you can prepare ahead and have on the 
table in a jiffy. 

Serves 4 people 

2 Onions, quartered

2 Red peppers, seeds removed, quartered

1 Yellow pepper, seeds removed, quartered

8 large Tomatoes, preferably on the vine

80g/3oz Chorizo, sliced

400g tin Cannellini beans, drained and rinsed

4 Garlic cloves, crushed

2 sprigs fresh Rosemary

8 Chicken thighs, skin-on, bone-in

2 tbsp Olive oil

1 tsp Sea salt flakes

Freshly ground Black pepper


Preheat the oven to 200C/180C Fan/Gas 6.


Put the chicken, onions, peppers, tomatoes, chorizo, beans, garlic and rosemary 
into a large bowl. Scatter over the salt and a good sprinkling of black pepper. Add 
the oil and mix well until everything is coated.


Put the mix onto a baking tray (if necessary, use 2 tins) picking out the chicken 
pieces so that they’re on top of the vegetables.


Roast for 1 hour, or until the chicken is cooked through and the skin is golden 
brown. 


Leave the chicken to rest for 10 minutes, then serve with the 
vegetables.


Su Fleigh

Smitten in the Kitchen
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Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy
When I find a new species that I haven’t 
seen before then I first photograph it, 
then I identify it, then I record it.  I record 
it not only in my collection of 
photographs, but also in iRecord.  
iRecord is an online citizen science 
nature project that enables anybody - 
yes, anybody, to record what they have 
seen. It is free and easy to register and 
easy to add your sightings. You may 
think that letting just anybody enter 
records sounds like a recipe for chaos 
with people sending in photos with their 
best guess at an identity, but it is more 
sophisticated than that.  Each record is 
verified by an expert who will accept or 
reject the record.  If rejected, then more 
often than not they will suggest the 
correct identification.  It is operated by 
the Biological Records Centre as part of 
the work of the UK Centre for Ecology 
and Hydrology.  It now contains a huge 
database of nature sightings that is used 
for research to show population trends, 
extinctions, new species, etc.  It is 
supported by the Sussex Wildlife Trust 
who recommend that it is used for all 
types of wildlife.


The experts who verify the records are 
all, as far as I know volunteers, who 
freely give a considerable amount of time 
because they love their subject and 
expand their own knowledge and, in 
some cases, get support for their own 
research.  Because they are volunteers, 
it can be difficult to recruit them as not 
everyone can spare the time required.  
Up until recently, when I have entered 

records of wildflowers, they have not 
been verified.  This suggests that 
nobody volunteered for the task, and 
there has, I think, been a reluctance for 
botanists to join the party because they 
had their own recording methods and 
systems.  As a result, I have not entered 
any wildflower records for many years.  
Then quite suddenly, this year, I got a 
notification that a record of a wildflower I 
had entered in 2014 had been accepted.  
As a consequence, I have been sending 
in records of all the wildflowers in the 
garden.


I’m no botanist, and when I found a 
violet in the garden, I looked in my 
Flower Guide, and thought it looked 
most like a Common Dog-violet and I 
recorded it as such.  I was wrong.  The 
verifier said that rather than the common 
dog-violet (Viola riviniana), it looked more 
like the Early Dog-violet (Viola 
reichenbachiana). the record was 
accepted.  Incidentally, it is called a dog-
violet which is unscented, to distinguish 
it from the more fragrant Sweet Violet.
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I checked the book and the identifying 
features are a dark spur on V. 
reichenbachiana, rather than the pale 
spur on V. riviniana, as well as 
notched sepals on V. riviniana. So I 
amended the record to Early Dog-
violet and added another photo 
showing clearly the relevant bits of 
the flower and


If you are a regular reader of this 
column, then you may have noticed 
that I am a fan of scientific (or Latin) 
names for species.  There is a regular 
debate amongst people involved in 
natural history, whether it is better to 
use common names or scientific 
names.  Those in favour of scientific 
names say they are unique and 
remove ambiguity and are used 
worldwide whatever language is 
spoken.  Those in favour of common 
names say they are easier to 
remember and make the subject 
more approachable and less the 
preserve of specialists.  I’m happy 
to use either, but scientific names 
have their own fascination and 
quite often include the name of a 
person that tells you a little bit 
more about the species.  Examples 
include Charles Darwin’s barnacle - 
Regioscalpellum darwini, and 
Heteropoda davidbowie, a spider 
named after a famous singer, and 
there are many more examples 
named after people eminent in their 

field or after someone associated with 
the person who first described the 
species - their wife for example. (It is 
considered poor taste to name a 
species after oneself, though it does 
happen.)


So, when I came across Viola 
reichenbachiana, I wondered where 
that would lead.  Nowhere, as it turns 
out.  There is a famous philosopher 
called Hans Reichenbach but he had 
nothing to do with botany and he 
wasn’t born until many years after 
Alexandre Boreau, the French 
botanist who first described and 
named the species, died.  I can only 
assume that it was named after the 
Reichenbach Falls or Reichenbach 
valley in Switzerland, made infamous 
by Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes!

Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy

Sidney Paget’s illustration of Sherlock and 
Moriarty wrestling at the Reichenbach Falls, 
1893
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Thirteen Peace Coats will have been 
made, that’s 1,456 squares, plus we 
have had donations of other hand-
knitted items from generous villagers.  
The final call for delivery of sqaures was 
Easter. Photos of the coats can be seen 
on the Pett and Pett Level Community 
Facebook page. 

Are there any generous people out there 
who could donate towards these coats 
be ing de l i vered to the London 
headquarters of Knit for Peace (https://
knitfor peace.org)? They will be sent 
onwards to those who need them, in 
refugee camps in war-torn countries. 
Please contact me if you can spare a 
pound or two to help with the cost of a 
courier. 

I have heard from a few people who are 
busy making the tiny hats for Innocent 
Drinks ‘Big Knit’ but I would like to 
hear from anyone else who has started 
knitting for this good cause. (https://
www.thebigknit.co.uk/join-in). For 
every bottle purchased with a hat 
Innocent donates 25p to Age UK. 
The aim is to send 100 hats by 
the end of the summer. They take 
less than an hour to knit and about 
another hour to sew up and make a 
bobble, or whatever you choose to 
put on the hat.  

Please see some examples below or in 
glorious colour on the Pett & Pett Level 
o n l i n e N e w s l e t t e r ( h t t p s : / /
www.pettnet.org.uk/pett-pett-level-
news-monthly) or I can let you have a 
pattern. 
Finally – if anyone has a ‘Pett’ project 
(see what I did there) that they would 
like to suggest for the focus of the Pett 

on the Knit Winter 21/22 charity project 
please let me know – all suggestions 
welcome. 

Heather Godwin 
heather.brambletye@hotmail.co.uk  

07977 100 296.

Pett on the Knit
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Pett expects… 

Flag-flying has always run the risk of controversy but it can be a helpful symbol 
as well as providing a signal.


Jill Buttle who lives opposite the church continues to offer to raise a flag for you 
on the churchyard flagpole to commemorate a death or celebrate a birthday or to 
mark any other occasion.  Just telephone her (01424 812012) and explain when 
you want the flag raised and whether it should be at half-mast.  And a donation to 
church funds of at least £3 should be handed over to her.


Some of us have had the chance to see ships dressed overall.  One of my most 
impressive childhood memories is the 1953 Coronation Naval Review at Spithead 
when 300 ships including the naval ships and also merchant ships and the fishing 
fleet as well as several ships from other countries anchored in long lines and the 
Queen and Duke of Edinburgh and members of the Royal family aboard HMS 
Surprise sailed up and down the lines and jubilant cheers rang out.  


Behind the lines private boats were allowed to line up too and my father’s sea-
going Dutch barge De Bries was one of them.  And nearly all the ships and yachts 
were dressed overall including ours.  The sight of so many flags added to the 
excitement.

Angela Hawksley

Community Library Notes 
In April we were able to reopen the 
Community Library for the first time since 
November. We were blessed with beautiful, 
dry, if chilly weather and were delighted to 
see so many people. Getting the tables 
and books set up outside certainly warmed 
us up but it was all worthwhile to be able to 
have a good catch up with so many smiling 
faces. As well as enjoying some quieter 
moments in the sunshine.

Jane was there with a great array from the 
jigsaw library and Heather created a 
colourful and busy corner with Knit for 
Peace and the stunning jackets that have 
been made. Unfortunately, the Coffee 
Morning was not able to restart, but we 
hope for good news soon.


In May, we will be setting up again outside, 
back to our usual day on the first 


Wednesday of the month, so 5th May, 
between 10.00 - 12.00, assuming that the 
health restrictions continue to be eased. So 
do come and browse the books, even if 
you haven't been before; we'd love to see 
you. Bring your knitting and ideas for a new 
project. If you have jigsaws to return, we 
will take those as well, but Jane and Pett 
Puzzles will not be with us in May. If you 
would like a new jigsaw, please phone 
Jane Sweaney on 07788 410342. You can 
then collect it from her or Jane is happy to 
deliver - or you can pick it up at the library 
on 5th May. We look forward to seeing you 
in May and hope for another sunny but 
warmer day.

Anna and 
Vivien
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Guestling-Bradshaw CEP School 
‘Learning Together for Life in all its Fullness’ 

(based on John 10:10) 

What a term this has been- unlike anything we have experienced before! Lockdown, home learning, return to the full reopening of school and 
the 1-year anniversary of the first lockdown!  

We are so grateful and proud of the way our children, parents, staff and governors have supported and encouraged one another. Together, 
our community has faced the challenges and also taken time to  reflect and celebrate the many positive aspects of this difficult time. 

 It was wonderful, hopeful to end the term with a joyful celebration of Holy Week; all pupils explored the Easter stories and reflected on the 
significance of this special time.  Here is a snapshot of the learning, reflections and celebrations of the past month.  

A Day of Reflection 
Marking the 1-year anniversary of the first lockdown  
This was a thought-provoking event; Children were given the opportunity to reflect on our collective loss, 
support those who’ve been bereaved, and hope for a brighter future. We held a minute’s silence and 
talked about the struggles but also the things we have learnt during this difficult time. 
Children wrote prayers in response: Here is Lydia’s prayer (Y4) 

Dear God,  
Thank you for the NHS risking their lives for us.  We remember everyone that we have lost during 
this virus and may they rest in peace. Please help this pandemic to end soon and help more people to 
survive. Thank you for letting me see my friends at school again and for supporting us through this 
dreadful year. Amen 

Celebrating Holy Week  

 

 

Yr 5: Art  -  illuminated letters depicting 
the Easter Story 

Taking part in the Life Exhibition, 
considering ‘Who do I think Jesus is?’ 
They also produced some  beautiful 
poetry entitled- ‘Whose Hands?’ 

 

Year 3 looked at Palm 
Sunday. They used drama 
to re-enact the scene and 
used their Forest School 
session to create palm 
leaves.  

Year 4 reflected on Maundy 
Thursday. They created Easter 

gardens, wrote diary entries in the 
role as Peter and produced some 

fantastic paintings inspired by 
Leonardo Da Vinci’s ‘The Last 

Supper’. 

 

R and Y1: Some of the entries 
for our Easter egg design 
competition, celebrating the 
theme of New life and 
Resurrection

 

Every class shared their learning about Holy Week.  
We celebrated with poems, prayers, art-work, drama 

and singing.  
It was a very joyful end to the term. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 performed a dramatic presentation of the bible story- 
the road to Emmaus. 
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Searching for extinct animals

A wonderful museum lurks unassumingly 
on Brighton’s Dyke Road, the tree-lined 
residential avenue that connects the city to 
the rolling chalk hills of the South Downs. It 
was here, in the illuminated cabinets and 
cases of The Booth Museum of Natural 
History that my story started. A display of 
the bones, eggs, fur and feathers of extinct 
animals reconnected we with my childhood 
obsession with lost species. It was the 
starting point for a journey which led me 
deep into the caves of New Zealand 
looking for the bones of the mighty extinct 
Moa – birds which stood over 12 feet tall. I 
hike mountain ranges in search of the 
South Island Kōkako, a bird known as the 
‘Grey Ghost’; which some believe may still 
exist. In San Francisco I seek the remaining 
sand dunes where the diminutive Xerces 
Blue butterfly once flew and in a dimly lit 
museum storeroom, I am a granted an 
audience with the holiest of extinct relics – 
the mummified head of the legendary 
Dodo. Although my quest leads me to 
Copenhagen, Helsinki, Paris and New York 
I was surprised to find that, if I was 
searching for extinct animals, there was a 
story right on my doorstep.  


Sussex was the last known whereabouts of 
Ivell’s Sea Anemone, declared extinct in 
1997. This delicate creature once existed in 
Widewater Lagoon near Shoreham and is 
known from nowhere else on the planet. 
Widewater’s faded information panel 
contains a drawing of this mythical beast. 
Grey and tubular, the illustration resembles 
a section of somebody’s small intestine or 
a really long sock with wiry tentacles 
poking out of one end.  

I headed off in search of the only remaining 
specimens of this species, stored deep in 
the basement of the Oxford University 
Museum of Natural History. Here I was 
handed a jar with a domed glass stopper. 

Inside the jar was a solution of 75% 
ethanol and floating in that ethanol was …
nothing. I put on my glasses and raised the 
jar up to the storeroom’s light bulb and only 
then could I make out the anemone, a 
miniscule, thin squiggle suspended in the 
solution. After giant Moa bones and 
mummified Dodos there was no disguising 
my disappointment. I had harboured a 
hope that maybe I could be the man to 
gallantly re-discover Ivell’s Sea Anemone in 
Widewater lagoon. The fact that I couldn’t 
re-discover it in a jar two inches from my 
face didn’t inspire me with confidence. 


Undaunted, I carried on my quest and, 
armed with a snorkel, a faulty torch and an 
inflatable lilo in the shape of crocodile I 
bravely waded into Widewater. You’ll find 
the rest of this story and many more of my 
adventures in my new book ‘Gone: A 
search for what remains of the world’s 
extinct creatures’, published on 27 April 
and available everywhere.   


Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity 
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout 
Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with 
local people for over half a century to make 
Sussex richer in wildlife.   

We rely on the support of our members to help 
protect our rich natural heritage.  Please 
consider supporting our work.  As a member 
you will be invited to join Michael Blencowe on 
our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free 
events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife 
magazine and our Sussex guide book, 
Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at 
sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join 

Surrey Wildlife Trust by Michael Blencowe
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Pett Level Preservation Trust 
Garden Party 2021 

We have previously advised that our main fund raising event, the Summer Garden 
party, will be taking place on August 7th and details of ticket sales will be published 
in the June edition of the parish magazine.


Last year’s garden party was a great success where everyone able to attend had a 
great time and we are really looking forward to a repeat this year. I would like to take 
this opportunity to make a request for volunteers to assist in running the bar which 
would include setting up and clearing away once the event closes.


We are also seeking sponsors for the buffet, music performers and raffle prizes. If 
you would like to support the trust at this event, either as a volunteer or sponsor 
please contact me by email at zduthie@aol.com. Hopefully the weather is kind to us 
on the day and I look forward to seeing everyone.


Kind regards

Zana Duthie, PLPT Chair

Registered charity number 288462

JOIN OUR BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES

“Using my experience and knowledge 
gained from my career in a global 
professional services firm, I was keen 
to support and be involved in an
important local community 
organisation.

From personal experience I am aware how important 
palliative care is to patients and their families, 
regardless of background. By being involved, I help 
make a difference, ensuring services are accessible 
for all. Working with a diverse team and knowing my 
skills and experience are valued is very rewarding.” 
Linda, Trustee 

USE YOUR SKILLS
TO PLAY A CRUCIAL
ROLE IN YOUR LOCAL 
HOSPICE

To find out more and request an
information pack visit 
www.stmichaelshospice.com/
trustees

To arrange an informal discussion contact Karen Mason, PA to Chief Executive on 
01424 456367 . Deadline: 30th June 2021.

We particularly encourage and welcome applications from young people, people with a 
disability, people from minority ethnic backgrounds and people from the LGBTQ+
community.

45



ACROSS  
1 Upper class deservin' to get the chop – 
that's not changed (9) 
6 Originally Arthurian errant knight, resident 
of 6 dn (5) 
9 Some writing that stands out (7) 
10 Hermione, leaving island with bag, stupidly 
makes a bloomer (7)  
11 Hearty desire to take on the unknown (5)  
12 Streep performs with bad actor in "The 
Greatcoat" (9)  
13 State airline gets capital backing (8)  
15 Chief of 6 ac's is silent? (4)  
19 Heartless trick by Venetian magistrate (4) 
20 One fool to fool around endlessly – 
describes old Secondary system (8) 
23 Unseats from steed with horn blast (9)  
24 Not any sun on the 7th of March? (5) 
26 Day boy takes on head of school for a thrill 
(7)  
27 Some chapter ministers' final destinations 
(7) 
28 Invest with bear right away (5) 
29 Drinking den where the conversation 
flowed? (9)

DOWN 
1 A French mistress isn't at all liked (9)  
2 Kings and Queens having no love for old 
coins (5)  
3 One of 15's attendants who went for a 
noted ride (8) 
4 15's transport provided by Northern Irish, 
after mistake involving English (8)  
5 Obligation involving a bit of effort gives rise 
to contention (6) 
6 One draws up by home of 15 and 6 ac's (6) 
7 Sources of heat in Heaven and Hell under 
which you won't bum (9) 
8 Region in which King Alfred the First hid in 
a tree (5) 
14 See 22 
16 An essential tax, it is accepted in rising 
foreign currency (9) 
17 Sleeper is angry with Oriental we hear (8) 
18 Newspaper informant obtains nothing 
from downfall of 6 ac's (8) 
21 Water rescue leaders endlessly try lifting 
up swimmer (6) 
22,14 Is sane in half of brain? (2,4,5,4) 
23 Bored with Old English writer? (5) 
25 People of Kerala accepted currency (5)

Pett 
Puzzlers 
Set by Alberich 
www.alberichcrosswords.com 

Solution on page 24
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FIVE VILLAGES HOME ASSOCIATION LTD
ICKLESHAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN36 4BQ

INDEPENDENT LIVING FOR OVER 60’S 

SUPPORT OF SCHEME MANAGERS ON SITE - 24 HOURS
COMMUNAL AREAS AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

ONE AND TWO BED FLATS OCCASIONALLY AVAILABLE FOR 
RENT

BRING YOUR PET 

PLEASE ENQUIRE ON 01424 814876
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.FIVEVILLAGES.ORG.UK

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV 
Aerial Engineer

Telly Addicts install & setup satellite 
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to 
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite 

installations.

We are based in Hastings and cover East 
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.

Contact Bruce Rigglesford
07973 263652
01424 446642

info@tellyaddicts.co.uk
www.tellyaddicts.co.uk
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VILLAGE CONTACTS & OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS

Allotments Libby Rothwell 07714 340674 libby.rothwell891@gmail.com
Archive Resource 
Centre David Breakell 812964 info@thearc.uk

Badminton Anne & Paul Wadey 316209 pawadey@tiscali.co.uk
Bowls Club Eddie Quinlan 431463       
British Legion Brian Green 812450       toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk
Cricket Club Andrew Dunlop 813368
Dance Fitness Laura Mitchell 07527 105352       lauramitchell6@sky.com
Flower Show Philippa Strickland 814384       pstrickl@icloud.com
Gardening Club Bob Harris 815151 bob.june@btopenworld.com
Neighbourhood 
Watch Caroline Turner 813368 littlebudspett@gmail.com

Pett Churches
- Church Wardens

- Friends 
- St Nicholas

Angela Hawksley
John Case
Gill Plank
Fran Rogers

812705
812224
812154
812964

angela.hawksley3@gmail.com
johncase@me.com
gillplank@yahoo.co.uk

Pett Level 
Preservation Trust Theresa Noutch 814370       theresanoutch@aol.com

Pilates Annie Cuthbert 01797 225186  tb.cuthbert@btinternet.com
POPP Sheila Thomas 01303 237778
Pole Dancing Jane Baldwin 07403 256148 jane@mrzen.co.uk
PVH Committee Tim Rothwell 07850 469314        tim.pettvillagehall@gmail.com
Short Mat Bowls Eric Butler 814869       Joanbutler369@yahoo.co.uk
Stoolball Janet Fuller 01303 873227
Tennis Club Stuart Ware 815197            petttennisclub@gmail.com
The Club Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Village Voices Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
WI Amanda Leeson 07968 443646 pettwi.sec@gmail.com
Yoga Class Robin Hutt 813182       robinhutt@btinternet.com

ROOMS FOR HIRE
Methodist Chapel Wendy Hatch 01424 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Sports Pavilion Stuart Ware 01424 815197 sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
Village Hall Clare Walker 07718 518053 clare.pettvillagehall@gmail.com
New Beach Club 01424 812080 info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT TO BE IN INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION
Conquest & Eastbourne Hospitals 0300 131 4500
Harold Road Surgery 01424 720878
Hastings Old Town Surgery (Ice House) 01424 452800
Samaritans 116 123
Citizens Advice 03444 111 444
RSPCA Emergency Services 0300 1234 999
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WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 
Roads, road markings, verges, signs, drains, potholes, fallen trees, footpaths, etc  
https://www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk 
0345 6080190 

Councillor  Keith Glazier 07957 377844 cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk 
 
Planning, refuse & recycling, fly-tipping & pollution, dog & pest control, beach 
bye-laws 
http://www.rother.gov.uk/residents 
01424 787000 
 

Councillors Andrew Meir  01424 814178 cllr.andrew.mier@rother.gov.uk 
Roger Bird  01424 813636 cllr.roger.bird@rother.gov.uk 

 
Pett Level - Sea Wall  
Environment Agency   03708 506 506 
 
PETT PARISH COUNCIL may be able to help you find out who to contact if you 
have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being dealt with, and can 
assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event of continued poor service. 
 
The Council are responsible for: the maintenance of recreation ground and play area 
(with the exception of the bowling green, sports pavilions, tennis courts and cricket 

pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association); the defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the 
Royal Oak; the war memorial at Pett Church; several roadside benches, noticeboards and village signs; 
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine. The Council also can provide a parish wide 
view on planning applications but the Local Planning Authority who makes the decision is Rother 
District Council. 
 
We usually meet on the second Tuesday of alternate months and all are welcome. For more details 
about what the council does and how you can get involved then contact any of the councillors below 
or the council pages on PettNet.org.uk 
 
Alan Crouch (Vice-Chair)  01424 813145  cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk 
Judith Dean    01424 812249  cllr.judith.dean@pettnet.org.uk 
Andrew Dunlop   01424 813368  cllr.andrew.dunlop@pettnet.org.uk 
David Penfold (Chair)  01424 813003  cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk 
Chris Saint    01424 813047  cllr.chris.saint@pettnet.org.uk  
David Terrell   07968 584276  cllr.david.terrell@pettnet.org.uk 
Mike Wilkins   01424 813206  cllr.mike.wilkins@pettnet.org.uk 
Parish Clerk 
Mary Philo    01797 270790  clerk@pettnet.org.uk 
Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH 
 
GAS LEAKS  National Gas Emergency Service 0800 111 999   
POWER CUT  UK Power Networks   105  
(including overhead power lines) 
WATER LEAK  Southern Water emergency service 0800 820 999  
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